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The pipeline runs from the Water Tower in Shadingfield parish, (TM4337 
8479), due south across mainly arable land to a point just to the west of 
The Dog Inn, Brampton with Stoven parish, (TM43458225), (SEE ATTACHED MAP) • 

.. 
In total the pipeline is 2.5 kilometres long. The pipeline runs parallel 
and some 110 to 140 metres to the west of the London Road, (Al45). At one 
point it comes within 120 metres of St John the Baptist's Church, 
Shadingfield. Running south from the Water Tower the pipeline crosses a 
relatively flat area of heavy boulder clay before dropping down into a small 
valley that is on an east-west alignment. The soils and drift geology in 
the valley bottom are somewhat lighter in nature and a small stream flows 
eastwards towards Shadingfield parish church and the London road. The 
pipeline then climbs up the southern side of the small valley, again 
crossing· an area of lighter soils, before running over another relatively 
flat area of heavier boulder clay derived soils. The parish boundary 
between Shadingfield and Brampton is crossed on this plateau like area and 
the final two fields at the southern end of the pipeline are in the latter 
parish. 

Initially the route of the pipeline was fieldwalked in order to locate any 
archaeological sites that might be affected by the stripping and trenching 
work. The fieldwalking was carried out at no cost to the Suffolk Water 
Company. Soil stripping and trenching work on the pipeline was then 
monitored for any evidence of past activity or settlement and this part of 
the project was funded by the Suffolk Water Company. A contingency had been 
allowed for any archaeological excavation that might have to be carried out 
along the route of the pipeline if sites of sufficient importance were 
affected by the construction work. However, even though various 
archaeological sites were affected by the pipeline no excavation work was 
carried out. The results below therefore represent a combination of 
information recovered from pre-construction fieldwalking and monitoring 
during the early stages of pipe-laying work. The archaeological monitoring; 
was carried out in June 1992. 

Results 

The fields are numbered 1 to 10 starting from the northern end of the 
pipeline. Field 11 being the only exception as this one is adjacent to 
field 3, (see attached map for field numbers and site locations). 

Field l Shadingfield Parish, os 4066 
Fieldwork: good surface visibility, low to moderate density 
Medieval/Post Medieval pottery scatter at TM43378458. finds: 1 
base sherd, 3 body sherds Medieval coarseware plus Post Medieval 
pottery not collected, (SDG 016). 

Also scatter of heavily burnt flints at TM43368436, (SDG 017), 
under a thick crop cover, sample kept. 



Field 2 

Field 3 

Field 4 

Field 5 

Field 6 

Field 7 

Field 8 

Pipeline monitoring: From area of SDG 016, 1 rim sherd, 4 base 
sherds, 16 body sherds Medieval coarseware, 1 jug sherd 16thC, 6 
body sherds (Early Post Medieval, date range 13th/14thC to 16th/ 
17thC). 

In area of burnt flint scatter, SDG 017, no finds or features. 

Shadingfield Parish, 082823 
Fieldwork: good visibility, finds: 1 base sherd, 3 body sherds 
Medieval coarseware 
Pipeline monitoring: nothing. 

Shadingfield Parish, 082400 (part of) 
Fieldwork: poor visibility, no finds 
Pipeline monitoring: nothing. 

Shadingfield Parish, 082400 (part of) 
Fieldwork: good visibility, no finds 
Pipeline monitoring: 2 body sherds, Medieval. 

Shadingfield Parish, 083865 
Fieldwork: good visibility, finds: 1 rim sherd 
1 base sherd, 2 body sherds of Medieval coarseware at 
TM43358367, (SDG 018). 
Pipeline monitoring: low to moderate density scatter of Medieval 
sherds, many very small, over 60/70 metres of the pipeline (SDG 
018). Finds: 1 rim sherd, 1 base sherd, 30 body sherds of 
Medieval coarseware, date range 13th/14thC. 

Shadingfield Parish, 082952 
fieldwork: good visibility, moderate to heavy scatter of heavily 
burnt flints at TM43368355, (SDG 019). Also small scatter of 
Medieval sherds at TM43368351, finds 9 body sherds of Medieval 
coarseware, including 1 glazed sherd (SDG 020). 
Pipeline monitoring: Scatter of heavily burnt flints in subsoil 
at SDG 019, (see above) also 4 body sherds Medieval coarseware, 
no features visible in area left clean bY, mechanical stripping. 
OVer area of SDG 020, 3 body sherds probably Roman, also 4 rim 
sherds and 16 body sherds Medieval coarseware, (inc. Early Med.) 
date range 12th/14thC. (Finds from SDG 020 include Early Medieval 
rim forms). 

Shadingfield Parish, 053238 
Fieldwork: poor visibility, 1 body sherd Medieval 
Pipeline monitoring: only finds 1 base and 1 body sherd 
Medieval coarseware. 

Shadingfield Parish, 052125 
Fieldwork: moderate visibility, high density scatter of Medieval 
pottery sherds adjacent to drive leading to Turnpike Farm, 
TM43388333. 
Close to site of former pond, (see map), finds: 3 rim sherds, 3 
base sherds, 25 body sherds Medieval coarseware, also 1 burnt 
flint retained as a sample (SDG 021). 
From remainder of field - 1 flint flake and 1 body sherd 
Medieval. 



Field 9 

Field 10 

Field 11 

Conclusion 

Pipeline monitor~ng: This located further evidence for the 
probable settlement site at the northern end of the field as 
numerous pottery sherds were recovered. However the site had 
already been damaged by machine tracks and it was not thought to 
be worthwhile carrying out any further investigations. Finds: 4 
rim sherds, 1 handle sherd, 2 base sherds, 85 body sherds 
Medieval coarseware, (including 1 sherd Early Medieval type), 
also 1 body sherd glazed Medieval type. The scatter was over 30 
metres of the pipeline and appears to have a date range of 13th/ 
14thC, (SDG 02~). 

Brampton with Stoven Parish, OS 0006 
Fieldwork: poor visibility, finds: 1 flint flake and 1 burnt 
flint. 
Pipeline monitoring: no finds. 

Brampton with Stoven Parish, OS 2346 
Fieldwork: poor visibility, finds: 5 body sherds, Medieval 
coarseware. 
Pipeline monitoring: Only finds were a few Post Medieval sherds 
behind The Dog Inn. 

Shadingfield Parish, os 4200 
Pipeline monitoring: only finds 2 body sherds. Medieval 
coarseware. 

From the results above it can be seen that the fieldwork and monitoring 
recovered a considerable amount of archaeological information relating to 
past settlement in the parishes concerned. The Medieval pottery scatter in 
Field 8, (SDG 021), almost certainly represents the site of a farm or 
cottage of thirteenth or fourteenth century date. Under ideal conditions 
this area should have been excavated, however given the difficult conditions 
encountered on a narrow pipeline the information recorded is an adequate 
record of the site. The Medieval scatters in Fields 1 and 5 (SDG 016 and 
018) probably indicate sett~ement of this date nearby. In these cases 
monitoring pipeline work gave an adequate record of the archaeological 
deposits encountered. The same may be said of the burnt flint scatters in 
Fields 1 and 6, (SDG 017 and 019). Although these sites are not dated and 
represent evidence for past activities about which we have little knowledge 
they are worth recording. 

John Newman 
Field Projects Division 
Archaeological Section 
Planning Department 
Suffolk County Council 

December 1992 
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