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Introduction 
The laying of a new water main, by Anglian Water Services Ltd, in the parishes of 
Stoke by Nayland and Polstead (project known as Steps Farm to Water Tower) 
included the removal of topsoil in a c.10 metres wide strip for the majority of its 
length (Fig. 1).  In line with their current policy regarding the environmental impact 
of schemes of this nature, Anglian Water contacted Suffolk County Council’s 
Archaeological Service when soil stripping was in progress so that a programme of 
archaeological monitoring could be carried out.  While the monitoring itself was 
unfunded, there was a contingency sum available which could be used should any 
significant archaeological deposits be encountered which required further work.   
 
A visit was made on the 8th of April 1998 when the stripped route for the water main 
was examined.  One area of interest, represented by a scatter of medieval pottery (TM 
9870 3705) (Fig. 2) was identified and, as a consequence, the contingency fund was 
activated.  Three further visits were made to coincide with the excavation of the pipe 
trench itself. 
 
The SMR (Sites & Monuments Record) code PLS 031 was allocated to the site. 
 
Results      
Pottery was recovered from an intervening c.0.2 metre thick layer between the topsoil 
and the naturally occurring clay subsoil, in a c.20 metre stretch of the stripped trench 
(Fig. 2).  The layer itself comprised homogenous brown silty sand which may 
represent a hillwash deposit as, at this juncture, the ground sloped down towards the 
north.  No incised features were identified during this first visit, but one possible 
west-south-west to east-north-east orientated ditch (c.0.4 metres wide with a brown 
silty clay fill), probably an old field boundary, was recorded at a later date when the 
pipe trench was open (Fig. 2). 
 
The recovered pottery was processed (washed and marked) and then spot-dated by 
Sue Anderson (Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service). 
 
The Finds (Sue Anderson) 
The finds consisted of thirty nine sherds of pottery weighing 328 grammes, one flint 
?scraper and one abraded piece of fired clay or possibly pottery.  All were unstratified 
from a layer between topsoil and subsoil. 
 
This material is typical of medieval pottery from the Suffolk-Essex border, being 
more characteristic of Essex than Suffolk wares.  Identified vessels included a jar with 
C1 rim (Drury 1993), a thin strap handle from a jug, and a Thetford Ware jar rim 
(type 5, Anderson 1998).  The ESOW sherds were all from the same vessel, which 
was decorated with copper green glaze over a white slip.  This is common in Essex 
pottery industries at Mill Green and Colchester, but the sherds were too coarse for the 
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Fig.l 1:25,000 scale O.S. map extract showing the stripped section of the water main route 
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Fig.2 1:2.500 scale O.S. map extract showing the location of the site (PLS 031) 



former and too fine for the latter.  They may be from a similar industry at Great 
Horkesley. 
 
The pottery is listed in the table below. 
 
Fabric name Code Fabric No. No. Weight/g. 
Thetford Ware THET 2.50 1 5 
Early Medieval Ware EMW 3.10 6 24 

Total Late Saxon/Early Medieval 7 29 
Medieval Coarsewares MCW 3.20 23 258 
Hedingham Coarseware HCW 3.43 5 35 
Hedingham Fineware HFW1 4.23 1 1 
Essex Sandy Orange Ware ESOW 4.24 3 5 

Total Medieval 32 299 
Grand Total 39 328 

 
Most of the pottery was unabraded, with several large sherds occurring, and seems 
more likely to derive from an occupation layer than from a manuring scatter. 
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Conclusions 
It is difficult to meaningfully interpret such limited information.  The unabraded 
condition of the ceramic finds suggested that they were in their primary context of 
deposition.  Furthermore, the lane (Rectory Hill) immediately to the east of the finds 
scatter is likely to be of medieval origin and the artefacts may be associated with an 
occupation site fronting onto this road.  However, if the layer from which the finds 
were recovered was a hillwash deposit, then they are more likely to have been 
generated from a site located further up the slope towards the north.     
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