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Summary 
Examination of spoil from the construction of an agricultural building close to 

Low Farm revealed evidence for medieval activity of 11th to 14th century date with 
the recovery of se me 40 sherds of pottery..: · ' 

Background 
Following a planning application to erect an agricultural building close to Low 

Farm, Bromeswell, the Conservation Team within the Archaeological Service at 
Suffolk C.C. advised the local authority that a programme of works should be put in 
place to record any archaeological deposits on the site. The interest in the site being 
generated by it's close proximity to the recorded findspots of Iron Age and Roman 
pottery and other finds. Archaeological work on the site was carried out by the Field 
Team at Suffolk C.C. and was commissioned by Thurlow Nunn Standen 

Methodology 
As construction work was already underway when the archaeological comment 

reached the local planning authority a programme of site visits was rapidly agreed and 
these were done on 24&25 August, 1998. At this point the concrete base for the 
building was already in place, however it was possible to examine spoil from the site 
(which has been dumped in an old pit to the south) and a pipe trench along the 
northern and western edges of the construction area. 

Monitoring results and site location 
The site is on relatively low lying ground just above the flood plain of the River 

De ben (at TM3056 5177 &c5mOD) and it's position towards the bottom of a 
moderate slope has allowed a layer of colluvium to build up (see attached figure for 
site location). It is also adjacent to a small side road which links Bromeswell and 
Eyke on one side of the river to Ufford on the western side and Low Farm itself is 
some 80 metres to the north of the site. The site is on light sand and gravel derived 
soils and it has a south-westerly aspect. 

On the initial visit the southern and eastern edges of the construction area were 
examined as levelling ofthe site had cut into the slope exposing c250mm of topsoil 
and c300mm of mid-brown sandy subsoil which was probably a colluvial hill wash 
deposit. A moderate number of medieval pottery sherds were recovered from these 
layers and close examination of the spoil from the site revealed yet more sherds. 
However no evidence could be seen in the exposed soil profiles for archaeological 
features. During the second site visit a pipe trench on the northern and eastern sides of 
the construction area was examined (see fig.). In this area the topsoil had already been 
removed with the trench cutting through 300/350mm of sandy subsoil. No finds or 
features were noted in the pipe trenches. 



Conclusion 
As the attached finds report, by S.Anderson, indicates the 40 sherds of medieval 

pottery that were recovered from the site gives good evidence for probable settlement 
activity of 11/12th to 14th century date which would suggest that a farm existed here 
from the early medieval period to the present day. While no evidence was found for 
the anticipated Iron Age or Roman site the two flint cores do hint at earlier, Neolithic 
or Bronze Age activity in this location close to the River Deben with the present road 
possibly indicating an early fording place linking the two sides of the valley. It should 
also be noted that the level of archaeological visibility on the site, notwithstanding the 
relatively late stage that monitoring took place at, was probably good enough to pick _ 
up evidence _of Iron Age or Roman activity if it had been present at any great density. 

J.Newman, September,1998 
Field Team, 
Archaeological Service, 
Suffolk C.C. 
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Low Farm, Bromeswell (BML 019): the finds 
Sue Anderson, September 1998. 

Several fmds were collected during monitoring, including two flint ?cores and 40 sherds of pottery. 
The pottery was generally locally produced material from Melton and Hollesley, and included typical 
square-rimmed jars, one sherd of glazed Hollesley Ware, and a medieval coarseware bowl decorated 
with fmger impressions below the rim. The table below shows the quantities of each pottery type. 

Fabric Code No Wt/g Notes Date 
Melton Shelly Ware MTN1 2 18 11th-12th c. 
Hollesley Coarseware HOLL 27 109 2 square rims 13th-14th c. 
Hollesley Glazed Ware- HOLG Spots green glaze 13th-14th c. 
Medieval Coarseware MCW 10 19 Micaceous 12th-14th c. 

This is a typical medieval assemblage from east Suffolk. Hollesley-type ware may have been produced 
in several centres, and similar material in slightly different fabrics is found in the Waveney Valley and 
around Stowmarket, both probable areas of medieval pottery production. The former may be the 
source of the micaceous medieval coarseware from this site. 
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