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Archaeological Evaluation Report 

W/15951/3: Carlton Hall Farm: Land South ofBeccles Road, Carlton Colville 

CAC 017 & CAC 018 

1 Introduction 
A series of trenches were excavated as part of the archaeological evaluation of the Carlton 

Hall Fann site. The planning application is for the development ultimately of an area of c 24.3 hectares 
south of the Beccles road for which a desk-based study has been completed (S.C.C.A.S. report No. 
98/63) The area examined in this report however is for 14 hectares in two fields alongside the Beccles 
road where development by Persimmons Homes and Warnes and Sons Ltd is imminent. The two fields 
were evaluated as separate projects on behalf of their respective developers and the results have been 
kept apart within this volume. Each site was issued an SMR No; the Persimmons Homes CACO 17, the 
Warnes and Son CAC018. 

The site lies at TM5062 9050 on a gentle north facing slope which shelves to a plateau at the southern 
halfofthe area. The desk-top survey of the site identified four known sites ( CAC 001, 004, 006 and 
010) in the immediate area of the development and concluded that there was potential for evidence of
prehistoric settlement in the area. The edges of a medieval green, Whitton Green, also fell within the
area of the CAC 018 site with the potential for medieval occupation along its boundary.

The aim of the evaluation was to establish whether any archaeological deposits existed in the area 
which the proposed development might affect and provide information so any necessary mitigation 
strategy could be planned. The evaluation was funded by the developers and was carried out between 
24th and 28th September 1998 by the Field Team of Suffolk County Council's Archaeological Service. 

iPersimmons Homes site CAC 017 

2 Method 
The field evaluation consisted of a series of machine excavated trenches which sampled all 

open areas of the site. The trenches were dug by two 360° tracked machines each under the supervision 
of an archaeologist. They were fitted with 2m wide toothless buckets and removed the topsoil and in 
thy low lying part of the field a buried colluvial silt, exposing the surface of the subsoil. Thirteen 
trenches were excavated opening a total length of 1285m. The location of the trenches were plotted and 
a record made of the subsoil type and soil profile in each. Exposed features were, at least, half
sectioned by hand-excavation and drawn at 1 :20 and their position recorded with a Total Station 
Theodolite. Black and white print and colour slide photographs were taken at all stages of the 
evaluation and all finds were collected for identification and processing. The finds and the site records 
have been archived at the County Council Archaeological Store at Shire Hall and with the county Sites 
and Monuments Record under the site number CAC 0 17. 

3. Results
A plan, (Figure 2), shows the location of the trenches. The findings in each are recorded 

within the tables in appendices 2 and 3 and the results are summarised below. 

The topography of the site was a gentle slope which levelled to a flat plain about 40-70m back 
from the Beccles road frontage. This change in relief was reflected in the underlying subsoil which 
changed from a soft yellow sand in the lower parts of the field to an orange heavy clay at the break of 
the slope. There was a deposit of pale brown fine silt/sand overlying the sand subsoil. This was 65cms 
deep at the bottom of the slope, along the north edge of the field, and diminished to nothing at the edge 
of the clay, which had the effect of softening the original relief. Virtually all of the evidence for 
archaeological activity on the site, lay below the silt/sand layer and the preservation of evidence 
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appeared to be directly related to this protective silt/sand covering. Where the silt/sand did not exist 
plo'ughmarks were seen cutting into the surface of the clay and the general absence of archaeological 
evidence in the clay areas could be as al result ofloss due to plough damage. 

There were three areas where a concentration of archaeological features was recorded; in the north
west comer of the site (in trenches 1 and 2), along the road frontage at the east end of the site (in trench 
4 and the north ends of trenches 8 and 9) and at the south end of trench 3. (see fig. 3) 

Trenches 1 and 2 (see figs. 4 and 5) 
A group of archaeological features were recorded at the northern ends of trench 1 and 2. These 
consisted of small boundary ditches and series of shallow hollows and pits all within a closely spaced 
group. The features could only be identified once 45-50cms of the pale brown silt/sand layer had been 
removed. The fill of the features in most cases was difficult to distinguish from the overlying silt/sand 
but where the feature fills were distinct the silt/sand clearly sealed them. The features in trenches 1 and 
2 are clearly part of the same site as the E-W ditches, 0105 and 0103, continued from one trench to the 
other. Intercutting features O 101 and O 102 demonstrate that there are at least two phases to the 
occupation. Pit 0104 was a steep sided pit but most of the other discreet features were broad, shallow 
scoops or hollows and some of these may be pockets of the original occupation soil rather than cut 
features. All of the features were sampled and finds were collected from features 0103, 0105, 0108 and 
0109 but the assemblages were small (see finds appendix 4). The finds included struck and burnt flint 
and the pottery which, in the main, was of handmade flint tempered types was identified as Neolithic 
( 4-6,000 years ago) and Bronze-Age ( 4-2,500 years ago) in date. Microscopic flecks of charcoal were 
also recorded in some of the pit fills. Two sherds of medieval coarse-ware pottery, one each from 
ditches 0103 and 0105 were also found but this was the only identifiably post-prehistoric material. No 
finds were recovered from the sealing silt/sand layer. The proximity of the features to each other 
suggested an association but they could not be attributed to a specific function. The trenches were 
extended into the clay upland but the features did not spread beyond the limit of the sand. 

Trenches 4, 7, 8 and 9 (see figs. 6 and 7) 
The discovery of features in trenches 4, 7, 8 and 9 illustrated the spread ofan extensive archaeological 
site in the north-east comer of the development area. Features were recorded across almost the entire 
length of trench 4 and the north ends of trenches 7, 8 and 9 suggesting a site which spread about 60m 
into the development area. The features were well buried, sealed beneath 30cms of topsoil and 65cms 
of the brown silt/ sand layer already observed in trenches 1 and 2. The feature density was generally 
quite sparse but within this spread there appeared to be feature groups and the density increased over 
the eastern half of trench 4. The features included five ditches(00lO, 0049, 0058, and 0055) and a 
series oflarge pits (0029, 0051, 0053 and 0054). The existence ofa shallow linear slot 0023 and 
postholes in trench 4 may indicate the positions of possible structures and charcoal, and burnt sands 
within the fill of pit 0021 in trench 9 suggest specialised features; either for domestic or industrial 
purposes on the site. The finds from the site were limited and the assemblage similar to that found in 
trenches 1 and 2 (see appendix 4) with a small quantity of struck and burnt flint. Grog tempered pottery 
dated as early Bronze-Age were found in charcoal filled pit 0008 and ditch 0049 and Neolithic flint
tempered pottery from ditch 004 7 and pit 0051. 

Trench 3 and 5 (fig. 8) 
At the south end of trench 3 a group of closely spaced postholes were identified and amongst these a 

• line could be seen suggesting the wall of a possible building. Extra trenches were cut at right-angles to
explore the extent of the postholes and help define the possible building. This exposed a total of29
postholes and although they clearly appear to be an associated group no readily identifiable structural
plan emerged. The postholes themselves ranged from between 22cms and 40cms in diameter and all
were filled with a mid grey silty clay. A single sherd of medieval coarse-ware pottery was collected out
of the fill of one posthole. There were no other features, debris or occupation layers associated with
postholes. A pale clay silt however, which was gritty with mineralization overlay the postholes and its
spread was limited to the area of the postholes. The archaeology here being situated on the higher clay
part of the development area was close to the ground surface and was covered by only 30cms of
ploughsoil.
The postholes in trench 3 appeared an isolated group with the closest features a pair of small charcoal
filled pits, 0052 and 0053, found in the west end of trench 5. There were no finds in either of these
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features to associate them with the posthole structure other than their relative proximity. The charcoal 
had been placed into pit 0052 hot as the edges of the hole were reddened by the heat .and possibly it 
functioned as a sealed 'slow oven'. A sample was taken of the charcoal so as to allow for possible 
future analysis of the fill but at present a positive identification of the function of either of the pits 
remains unknown. 

The remaining trenches 
Isolated features were identified within the other trenches but these were all undated and could not be 
recognised as representative of a site or indeed archaeological.Most of these were single, doubtful 
postholes or small pits but did include two large pits within trench 6. These were Sm and 16m wide and 
1.50m deep and, because of their size, excavated with the machine. The spoil from this was searched 
for finds without results and it seems likely that these were two of the clay extraction pits which were 
reported in the desktop survey. 

4. The Finds

Sue Anderson, September 1998. 

Introduction 

A summary of finds quantities from this excavation is presented in the table below. The full 
quantification is available in the appendix. 

Pottery 

Find type No. 
Pottery 16 
Flint 15 
Burnt flint 11 
Charccial 1 bag 

Table 1: Finds quantities. 

Wt/kg 

0.066 
0.104 
0.680 

A total of 16 sherds of pottery were collected. These included material of prehistoric and medieval 
date. 

Only four of the sixteen sherds were medieval, all local sandy coarsewares. These were found in 
unstratified layers (0001), a structural posthole (0048) and two ditches (0103, 0105). All were small 
and abraded. 

The prehistoric material consisted largely of undiagnostic small and abraded flint-tempered sherds. 
However, comparison of the fabrics with identifiable vessels from CAC 018 suggests that most were 
probably ofNeolithic date. The presence of Iron Age material cannot be discounted, however. Other 
material included two grog-tempered sherds, one of which had impressed fingertip decoration all over 
the exterior surface (0049). These were probably Early Bronze Age sherds. 

Flint 

Fourteen flint flakes and one blade were collected. Several of these were in association with 
prehistoric pottery (0009, 0024, 0108, 0109) and may be of the same date. 

Burnt flint 
Burnt flint was found in four features. The largest quantity came from an undated pit fill (0007), 
which also produced some charcoal. Two other pieces were also from uridated pit fills (0032 and 
0041), and one small fragment was found in associ,ation with possible Bronze Age pottery (0009). 

_) 
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Discussion 

M&st of the artefactual evidence from this site suggests occupation and activity in the Early and Later 
Neolithic, and Early Bronze Age. The small amount of medieval pottery is probably present due to 
manuring and does not necessarily indicate anything more than agricultural activity over most of the 
site, with the exception of the structural feature in trench 3. 

Acknowledgements 

Dating of prehistoric pottery by Colin Pendleton. 

5. Conclusion

The evaluation has demonstrated that there are three sites within the development area (see 
fig. 3) and the general limits of these have been broadly defined by the trenching. The surviving 
archaeology in the two sites along the northern edge of the development area consisted of groups of cut 
features which included ditches and pits and possible evidence of dwellings. The density and the nature 
of the features suggests that the occupation here was more than a transient presence and suggests a 
prolonged domestic settlement. The amount of artefactual material was small but the pottery and 
flintwork indicate that the site was occupied during the Neolithic (2000-3000BC) and the Bronze-Age 
(2000-700BC) periods. The archaeology here is buried between 75-I00cms below the present ground 
surface. Most of this depth is made up of a colluvium silt which has accumulated at the bottom of the 
slope. This is the result of soil movement down the field which, as it also covers the medieval ditches 
in trench A, presumably began to occur from, or after, the medieval period once the ground was 
destabilised by regular ploughing. The apparent concentration of archaeological features along the road 
frontage may due to this covering layer which has protected these areas of archaeology from modem
day deep ploughing. 

The siti; in the south end of trench 3 is situated on the higher clay and is not protected by the 
colluvium build up. The postholes indicate that a probable structure stood here and although only 

,,, loosely dated by a single sherd of Medieval coarseware pottery the style of the construction is typical 
of a Saxon or early Medieval building. The concentration of postholes may also indicate a succession 
of structures on this spot. There were no features obviously associated with the postholes (two charcoal 
filled pits, one possibly an oven, were recorded 40m and 60m away, both were undated) and there was 
no evidence of an occupation layer or background finds scatter. This absence may be due to loss 
through plough damage (ploughmarks were observed cutting the subsoil surface) or may indicate that 
the postholes were part of an isolated hut or byre. The only other datably medieval features were two 
ditches found in the initial trenching (August 1998) prior to this investigation, which ran north-south 
and possibly flanked a trackway. The absence of the protective silt over the clay areas means that the 
features in trenches 3 and 5 are immediately under the topsoil, only 35-40cms below the surface, and 
would be vulnerable to any work in this area. 

6 Recommendations 

The main areas of archaeology are worthy of preservation either by recording or preservation in situ. 
The possible posthole structure on the higher ground lies immediately below the ploughsoil and any 
development in this area would have an impact on it . Further work is necessary to establish a plan, 
confirm the date of the structure and to determine what it was. The two areas of archaeology alongside 
the A146 suggest that an extensive and well preserved Neolithic and Bronze Age settlement site lies 
beneath the silt. The quality of the evidence is good and at present well protected beneath the deep 
build-up of silt and it is only vulnerable to deep excavation or extensive soil removal. Building 
footings would probably destroy archaeological evidence and the effects of this would be dependant on 
the intensity of the development in these areas. The nature of many of the features would make them 
difficult to identify and record just by monitoring the foundation trenches and excavation would be 
necessary if the development demanded extensive deep excavation. 
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\Xarnes and Sons site CAC 018

1 Introduction 

The area to be developed by Warnes & Sons was in the adjacent field east of the Persimmons 
Homes site. The site was evaluated ahead of the submission of detailed proposals for the site as the 
course of a foul water drain from the Persimmons site crossed the area. The desk-top survey of the site 
identified four known sites ( CAC 001, 004, 006 and 0 10) in the immediate area of the development 
and concluded that there was potential for evidence of prehistoric settlement in the area. The western 
edge of the medieval green, Whitton Green, also fell within the area of the site with the potential of 
medieval occupation along its boundary. 

2Method 
) 

The evaluation method was similar to that used to assess site CAC O 17 (see paragraph 2). 
Fifteen trenches, opening a total length of 1115m were systematically excavated by a tracked machine 
sampling all areas of the field. Where archaeological features were encountered the trench density was 
increased in an effort to define the extent of any sites. The location of the trenches were plotted (see fig 
2 )  and a record made of the subsoil type and soil profile in each (appendix 2). The features in the 
trenches were sampled by hand-excavation and their sections drawn at 1 :20 and their position recorded 
with a Total Station Theodolite. Photographs were taken selectively and all finds were collected for 
identification and processing. The finds and the site records have been archived at the County Council 
Archaeological Store at Shire Hall and with the county Sites and Monuments Record under the site 
number CAC 018. 

3. Results

The locations of the trenches and areas of archaeology are shown in figures 2 and 3, and the findings in 
each trench are recorded within the tables in appendices. 

The topography and underlying geology was, unsurprisingly, a continuation of what was encountered 
in the neighbouring field and the northern end of the site fell away in a gentle north facing slope. The 
subsoil over the southern higher part of the field was a heavy orange clay which changed at the break 
of the slope to a soft yellow sand. A deep colluvium silt had accumulated, due.tt?il movement, at the
base of the slope and over-lay the sand subsoil. This layer did not exist over h'.1gner part of the site and 
the surface of the clay subsoil was exposed after the removal of 30-40cms of topsoil. 

There were four areas of archaeology, three prehistoric sites in the low lying sand area and a medieval 
site on the clay land where the possible green edge ditch was uncovered. 

The first area of archaeology was uncovered in the north end of trench 1. Here there was a dispersed 
group of five features over the first 45m of the eastern end of the trench. The features were all sealed 
beneath a 70cms deep layer of colluvial silt and included a ditch (0005), a small pit (0004) and two 
possible hearths suggested by an area of burnt stones and discoloured sands. Two sherds of hand-made 
flint tempered pottery dated as either Neolithic or Bronze-Age along with two struck flint flakes were 
recovered fromthe fill of the ditch, these were the only finds from this feature group. 

A second group of features, also sealed beneath the colluvial silt, was found from the mid-point to the 
western end of trench 1 (see fig 10 for feature plan). The density of the features' was greater here and 
the spread of the features into the field could be seen in trenches 9, 14 and 15. Ditches and a series of 
pit-type features were-recorded suggesting a site of concentrated activity: There were four ditches in 
close proximity within trench 1, numbered 0003, 0110, 0112 and 0115. All ran N-S with the slope and 
ditches 0110 and 0112 were successive cuts of the same boundary. Feature 0019, in the end of trench 
9, looked like the terminus of a ditch and may have been a continuation of 0115. A large assemblage 
of pottery was collected from a narrow slit trench dug across 0115, all a handmade flint tempered type 
which was dated as early Neolithic (2000-3000BC). The fill was a fine silt, the bottom of which had 
been concreted by mineralised iron forming a solid skin following the profile of the ditch. Pottery was 
also found in the neighbouring pits O 114 and 0 104, whiist this was also a flint gritted type it differed 
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from that found in 0115 and could only be dated as prehistoric. These pits were filled with a pale 
brown sand and contained nothing wi"th which to determine their function. The sprea!i of the features 
continued to the west end of trench 1 and into trench 15 and included a large pit 0109. The fmal use of 
the pit was the disposal of a large quantity of charcoal, the bottom 30cms were filled with a charcoal 
silt and the surrounding subsoil had been burnt pink as the embers had been deposited hot: Although 
no fmds were recovered, the levels of charcoal suggests that the pit was probably situated close to a 
centre of domestic or an industrial activity. 

Trench 2 crossed two areas ?farchaeology. The trench ran north-south up the slope crossing the 
change in the subsoil from sand to clay. Where the subsoil was sand a spread of fifteen features 
covering a 60m length were recorded (see fig. 12). The features were representative of a occupation 
site which the pottery dated to the Neolithic/Bronze-Age. The features included large pits (0040 ,0045, 
0042 and 0048), postholes (0024, 0034, 0044, and 0046) and the butt ends of two off-set linear feature 
(0047 and 0049) which is possibly an entrance through an enclosure ditch. Noteworthy amongst these 
was a single cremation 0006 and a clay feature,0022, consolidated with flint and metalworking slag. 

The cremation was unurned and at present undated, it consisted of a small circular pit filled 
with dense charcoal and throughout the fill fragments of burnt bone were clearly visible. All of the fill 
was collected so future analysis of the material, for dating and identification, is possible. The cremation 
appeared to be a single, isolat~d burial; the trench was opened out around it but no further burials or 
identifiable funereal features were seen. 

The consolidated feature, 0022, was a circular feature packed with clay set intq the top of 
which was a layer of large flints and pieces of slag, debris from iron working. The flint and slag were 
densely packed and the flints were crazed by exposure to heat but the clay was unbumt. The function 
of the feature is unknown but it was probably industrial, perhaps acting a solid pad rather like an anvil. 
The presence of the iron slag although indicative of metal-working in the area may not necessarily be 
related to the features function as its presence was simply as a piece of aggregate. The feature was 
undated although two other fragments of similar slag were found in association with 12th century 
pottery, suggesting a possible early medieval date for this ironworking or smithing debris. 

Alongside 0022 were 0040, and 0041. 0040 was a large pit filled with burnt sand, charcoal 
and burnt flints were also common. 0041 was a layer ofbumt sand spread from the edges of0022 and 
partly filling the pit. Pottery was recovered from 0040 and 0041 comprising flint gritted and Neolithic 
grooved ware. 

In the clay area (see fig 13)a large ditch, 0050, running northwest-southeast was observed in three 
trenches. Medieval coarse-ware from the bottom fills, 0017(see fig 13), dated as 13th-14th century and 
its position coincided with the boundary of the medieval Whitton Green as suggested by the 
documentary search. A projection of the line of the ditch, beyond the field edge, follows the course of 
Grove road suggesting that the road line may also be an echo of the old green edge. The ditch was 
1.60m deep and 5.70m wide, the width being made up of two cuts which were open sequentially. The 
fills were dark and pottery and animal bone were common, suggesting that the ditch had been 
backfilled with occupation refuse. A small ditch or gully, 0011, situated to the south paralleled 0050 
and between the two ditches were a number of small postholes and an oven, 0009. Only the very 
bottom few ems of the oven remained, as little more than a rectangular smear of fired clay, and the 
postholes were all shallow. The insubstantial nature of these is a reflection of the difficulty of working 
the clay and the destructive effect of modem deeper ploughing. Pottery was also found in the smaller 
north-south ditch 0028, this material was earlier and suggested that there was occupation here from the 
12th century. 
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The finds:(CAC 018) Warmes Homes, Carlton Colville 
\ 

Sue Anderson, September 1998. 

Introduction 
A summary of finds quantities from this excavation is presented in the table below. The full 
quantification is available in the appendix. 

Pottery 

Find type 
Pottery 
Flint 
Burnt flint/stone 
Slag 
Fired clay 
Charcoal 

No. 
146 
36 
11 
17 

5 
I 

Table I: Finds quantities. 

Wt/kg 
l.189
0.123
1.356
2.332
0.066

This site produced a similar but much larger assemblage to that collected at CAC O 17. Sixty-seven of 
the sherds (46%) were medieval or early medieval coarsewares, and 79 sherds were prehistoric. 

Like CAC 017, there was some difficulty in assigning undiagnostic flint tempered sherds to a 
specific period, but based on the diagnostic vessels it seems likely that most if not all of this material 
was Neolithic rather than Iron Age. A few pieces, generally with oxidised outer surfaces, may be of 
Bronze Age date, but these were flint rather than grog tempered so identification was uncertain. 
Several rim sherds were present, most of which were simple slightly everted rims from slightly 
carinated bowls. One vessel was relatively fine (0042), but the rest were tempered with very coarse 
burnt flint (0115). One other rim, a simple upright type, had finger tip decoration along the edge. One 
very small fragment of possible Grooved Ware was identified (0041). 

The medieval pottery was all in local sandy fabrics similar to material from Hollesley, Stowmarket 
and the Waveney Valley, although some material was slightly coarser than normal. A few jar rims 
were present, all in typical East Suffolk shapes, and there was also an unusual slightly collared ?jug rim 
(0028). 

Flint 
Flint flakes were found in six contexts, an ?Early Bronze Age ditch fill (0020), several ?prehistoric pits 
(0035, 0042, 0045, 0114) and an Early Neolithic ditch fill (0115). 

Burnt flint 
Five pieces of burnt flint were found in the possible Early Bronze Age ditch (0020). 

Slag 
Fifteen pieces of ferrous slag and six large burnt stones were collected from a possible hearth (0023). 
Two other fragments of similar slag were found in association with 12th century pottery, suggesting a 
possible early medieval date for this ironworking or smithing debris. 

Fired clay 
Three fragments of daub were found in slot 0008 and were probably of medieval date. Two other 
fragments may be prehistoric and were collected from pit 0045 and ditch 0111. 

Discussion 
Like CAC 017, the artefactual evidence from CAC 018 suggests occupation and activity in the 
Neolithic and Early Bronze Age. However,,at this site there is a large group of medieval material 
associated with domestic and industrial features. The lack of any glazed wares in the assemblage, 
together with some early medieval ware, may suggest that these features generally belong to the first 
half of the medieval period. 

Acknowledgements 
Dating of prehistoric pottery by Colin Pendleton. 
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Conclusions 
\ 

The results of the evaluation ate similar to those of CAC 017 with evidence ofNeolithic and Early 
Bronze Age and Medieval occupation and activity. The areas of archaeology are concentrated along 
the northern and eastern edges of the field, where the subsoil is sand and where the medieval green 
edge was purported to be. 

The prehistory along the northern edge of the development area, particularly that within the 
north-west corner, is probably a continuation of the archaeological site revealed in the adjacent field 
and as such is a significant spread of material. The circumstances of its situation are as with CAC 017 
where the archaeology is buried c. 75-100cms below the present ground surface with most of this depth 
being made up of an archaeologically sterile coluvium silt which has accumulated at the bottom of the 
slope. This is the result of soil movement down the field which the evidence from CAC 017, suggests 
began during the medieval period once the ground was regularly ploughed. The apparent concentration 
of archaeological features in the low-lying parts of the site and its absence from the higher clay lands 
may in part be due to this protective covering which has ensured a good state of preservation for the 
prehistoric material. The range and density of features in the western half of trench 1 and the north end 
of trench 2 suggests a sustained domestic settlement with the diversity of activity that that entails. The 
ditches imply a partitioned, structured site and the pits that material was being stored or disposed of 
within the settlement. The amount of artefactual material was greater than in CAC017 and good 
assemblages of pottery were collected from ditches 0115 and 0020 which included handmade flint and . 
grass tempered wares indicating that the site was occupied during the Neolithic (2000-3000BC) and the 
Bronze-Age (2000-700BC) period. 

The medieval site is based around a large boundary ditch which is thought to be the western edge of 
Whitton Green. The archaeology is indicative of a domestic site with a degree of 'cottage scale' 
industrial activity. The ditch had been backfilled with occupation debris and there was a large group of 
medieval material from this context. The lack of any glazed wares in the assemblage, together with 
some early medieval ware, may suggest that occupation of the site occurred in the first half of the · 
medieval period. The features were all situated north-east of the ditch with no evidence of the site in 
the neighbouring trenches. This is curious as implies an encroachment onto the green itself rather than 
development around its borders as might be expected. 

Recommendations 
The medieval site occurs immediately below the ploughsoil and any development in this area would 
have an impact on the archaeology. Further work is necessary to confmn the ditch as the edge of the 
green, perhaps by plotting more of its course, and to investigate why the occupation occurs inside its 
limits. The prehistoric site is potentially extensive and well preserved. It is however, buried beneath a 
deep build-up of silt and generally quite well protected. Nevertheless, building footings would destroy 
archaeological evidence and the nature of many of the features would make them difficult to record ' 
just by monitoring the foundation trenches and therefore more extensive excavation may be necessary 
if these areas were likley to be damaged. 

David Gill, October 1998 

Any opinions expressed in this report about the need for further archaeological work are those of the 
Field Projects Division alone. The need for further work will be determined by the Local Planning 
Authority and its archaeological advisors when a planning application is registered. Suffolk County 
Council's archaeological contracting service cannot accept responsibility for inconvenience caused to 
clients should the Planning Authority take a different view to that expressed in the report. 
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APPENDIX 1 

SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE- CONSERVATION TEAM 

Brief and Specification for an Archaeological Evaluation 

·CARLTON HALL FARM: 
LAND SOUTH OF BECCLES ROAD, CARL TON COLVILLE 

1. Background 

1.1 An application (W/1595113) has been made to build on about 24.3 hectares of land 
south of Beccles Road and north of Lowestoft Road at Carlton Colville. 

1.2 In order to establish the full archaeological implications of this application the 
planning authority has been advised that an archaeological evaluation of the 
application area should be required of the applicant. This was also included in the 
Chapel Road/Hollow Lane Development Brief (July 1995) which covered roughly the 
same area. 

• 1.3 The site lies at TM 510 904 (approximate centre), between about 5m and 15m OD. 

• 

The western part is on the summit of a NE-SW ridge, with a minor valley to the SE -
the Lowestoft Road boundary to the development area is on the watercourse. 

There is evidence of prehistoric activity within and near to the development area -
numerous Mesolithic and later worked flints, including a range of tools, were found in 
1967 on the new road line at TM 513 905 (CAC 001); further· worked flints (CAC 

· 006) and a ring ditch (CAC 010) are recorded within lOOm of the northern edge of the 
area. In the medieval period the church lay about 300m to the south with Carlton 
Hall immediately south of the western area; road frontages affected include Chapel 
Road and a short length of St Peters Road in the vicinity of the probable medieval 
village core. There is thus a high probability that prehistoric and medieval settlement 
areas will be affected by the development. The large area involved (c.24 hectares) and 
the lack of systematic fieldwork in the area means that previously unknown sites of 
any period may be identified. 

1.4 All arrangements for the field evaluation of the site, the timing of the work, and 
access to the site, are to be negotiated with the commissioning body . 

2. Brief for the Archaeological Evaluation. 

The object of the evaluation is to: 

2.1 Establish whether any archaeological sites exist in the area, with particular regard to 
any which are of sufficient importance to require preservation in situ. 

2.2 Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological sites within the 
application area. 

2.3 Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, the possibility of masking colluvial/ 
alluvial deposits, and of waterlogged organic deposits. 

2.4 Provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy, 
dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, 
timetables and orders of cost. 

2.5 It is recommended that the desk..,based evaluation precedes the field evaluation. The 
results of the desk-based work should be used to inform the trenching design. There 
is a possibility that some aspect of the site history may even indicate that further 
evaluation is not necessary. 
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3. Specification A: Desk-Based Assessment 

3.1 , Consult the County Sites and Monuments Record, both the computerised record and 
any. backup files. . . 

3.2 Examine all the readily available cartographic sources (e.g. those available in the 
County Record Office). Record any evidence for archaeological sites (e.g. buildings, 
settlements, field names) and history of previous land uses. Where possible 
photocopies or tracings should be included in the report. 

3 .3 Assess the potential for documentary research that would contribute to the 
archaeological investigation of the site. 

3 .4 Provide a transcription of archaeological features from all available air photographs 
held by Suffolk County Council Environment and Transport department, its SMR and 
RCHM(E) at a scale of 1:2500. 

3.5 Ascertain whether there are other constraints on the site (e.g. SSSI, County Wildlife 
Site, AONB, Tree Preservation Order, etc). 

4. Specification B: Field Evaluation 

• 4.1 Examine the area for earthworks. If present these are to be recorded in plan at 1:2500, 
with appropriate sections. A record should be made of the topographic setting of the 
site (e.g. slope, plateau etc), The Conservation Team of SCC Archaeological Service 
must be consulted if earthworks are present and before proceeding to the excavation of 
any trial trenches. 

• 

4.2 Trial trenches should be excavated to cover a minimum 2% of the site area and be 
positioned to sample all areas of the site. Linear trenches are thought to be the most 
appropriate sampling method. Trenches should be a minimum of 1m wide; the 
length of trench to fulfil the percentage requirement should be computed and executed 
on this basis. In practice trench width will be determined by machine bucket size; a 
'ditching bucket' of a least 1.40m width is expected unless special circumstances can 
be demonstrated. The trench design should be approved by the Archaeological 
Service Conservation Team before field work begins (see 2.5). 

4.6 The topsoil may be mechanically removed using an appropriate machine (fitted with a 
toothless bucket) and other equipment. All machine excavation is to be under the 
direct control and supervision of an archaeologist. The topsoil should be examined for 
archaeological material . 

4. 7 The top of the first archaeological deposit may be cleared by machine, but must then 
be cleaned off by hand. The decision as to the proper method of further excavation 
will be· made by the senior project archaeologist with regard to the nature of the 
qeposit; there is a presumption that excavation of archaeological deposits will be done 
by hand unless it can be shown that there will not be a loss of evidence by using a 
machine. 

4.8 In all evaluation excavation there is a presumption of the need to cause the minimum 
disturbance to the site consistent with adequate evaluation; that significant 
archaeological features e.g. solid or bonded structural remains, building slots or post
holes, should be preserved intact even if fills are sampled. 

4.9 There must be sufficient excavation to give clear evidence for the period, depth and 
nature of an archaeological deposit. The depth and nature of colluvial or other 
masking deposits must be established across the site. 
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4.10 Any natural subsoil surface revealed should be hand cleaned and examined for 
archaeological deposits and artefacts. Sample excavation of any archaeological 

, features revealed may be necessary in order to gauge their date and character. 

4.11 Metal detector searches should take place at all stages of the excavation by an 
experienced detector user. 

4.12 All finds will be collected and processed (unless variations in this principle are agreed 
with the Conservation Team of SCC Archaeological Service during the course of the 
evaluation). 

4.13 Human remains should be left in situ except in those cases where damage or 
desecration are to be expected, or in the event that analysis of the remains is shown to 
be a requirement of satisfactory evaluation of the site. However, the excavator should 
be aware of, and comply with, the provisions of Section 25 of the Burial Act 1857. 

4.14 Plans of the archaeological features on the site should be drawn at 1:20 or 1:50, 
depending on the complexity of the data to be recorded. Sections should be drawn at 
1: 10 or 1:20 again depending on the complexity to be recorded. Any variations from 
this will need to be agreed with the Conservation Team. 

4.15 A photographic record of the work is to be made, consisting of both monochrome 
photographs and colour transparencies. 

4.16 Topsoil, subsoil and archaeological deposit to be kept separate during excavation to 
allow sequential backfilling of excavations. 

5. General M;anagement 

5. 1 A timetable for all stages of the project must be agreed before the first stage of work 
commences, including monitoring by the Conservation Team of Suffolk County 
Council Archaeological Service. 

5.2 The composition of the project staff must be deta~led and agreed (this is. to include any 
sub-contractors). 

5. 3 A general Health and Safety Policy must be provided, with detailed risk assessment 
and management strategy for this particular site. 

5.4 No initial survey to detect public utility or other services has taken place. The 
responsibility for this rests with the archaeological contractor. 

5.5 The Institute of Field Archaeologists' Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 
Desk-based Assessments and for Field Evaluations should be used for additional 
guidance in the execution of the project and in drawing up the report. 

6. Report requirements 

6. 1 An archive of all records and finds must be prepared consistent with the principle of 
·Management of Archaeological Projects, English Heritage 1991 (particularly 
Appendix 3 .1 and Appendix 4.1). 

6.2 The data recording methods and conventions used must be consistent with, and 
approved by, the County Sites and Monuments Record. 

6.3 The objective account of the archaeological evidence must be clearly distinguished 
from its archaeological interpretation. The conclusion should include a statement of 
the archaeological potential of the site. 
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6.4 An opinion as to the necessity for further evaluation and its scope should be given. A 
second phase will not be embarked upon until the primary fieldwork results are 

, assessed and the need for further work is established. A second-phase cannot be 
developed in detail at this stage. - -

6.5 Finds should be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK Institute of 
Conservators Guidelines. The finds, as an indissoluble part of the site archive, should 
be deposited with the County SMR if the landowner can be persuaded to agree to this. 
If this is not possible for all or any part of the finds archive, then provision must be 
made for additional recording (e.g. photography, illustration, analysis) as appropriate. 

6.6 The site archive is to be deposited with the County Sites and Monuments Record 
within three months of the completion of work. It will then become publicly 
accessible. 

6. 7 Where positive conclusions are drawn from a project (whether it be evaluation or 
excavation) a summary report; in the established format, suitable for inclusion in the 
annual 'Archaeology in Suffolk' section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute for 
Archaeology, should be prepared and included in the project report or submitted to the 
Conservation Team by the end of calendar year in which the evaluation work takes 
place, whichever is the sooner . 

6.8 County Sites and Monuments Record sheets should be completed, as per the county 
SMR manual, for all sites where archaeological finds and/or features are located. 

Specification by: J Plouviez 

Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service Conservation Team 
Environment and Transport Department 
Shire Hall 
Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk IP33 2AR 

Date: 28 May 1998 

Tel: 01284 352448 

Reference: /carlcol05 

I 

This brief and specification remains valid for 12 months from the above date. If 
work is not carried out in full within that time this document will lapse; the 
authority should be notified and a revised brief and specification may be issued. 

The results of this evaluation, if they are to be used as part of a planning 
application, will need to be considered by the Conservation Team of the Archaeology 
Service of Suffolk County Council, who have the responsibility for advising the 
appropriate Planning Authority. 
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Appendix 2 Trench Descriptions CAC 017 

No. Length Description sub-soil depth contexts 
type to A 

arch 
A 'Pre-evaluation' trench dug to release area for the construction of the show homes. Four ditches; a medival, a prehistoric 

and two undated were recorded. 

I 82m N-S trench along W. edge of the site, slopes down to N.end. A stony yellow sand subsoil at N end of trench changed to sand <75cms 0106-
heavy, orange clay at @SOm. Topsoil depth was 30cms and a colluviallayer of a fine, brown clayey sand/silt, 45cms deep at 0113 
the N.end, overlay the sand subsoil. The sand/silt layer thinned along the length of the trench disappearing by 45m where the inclusive 
topsoil directly overlay the clay. A concentration of archaeological features were recorded cutting the sand subsoil and these 
were sealed by the silt/sand colluvium. Possible suggestion of buried soil at extreme N.end. 

2 43m Short N-S trench running from edge of clay subsoil to road edge. The subsoil is a soft yellow sand changing to clay at the sand <70cms 0101-
very S. end and the subsoil level drops@ 50cms from S-N. The soil profile at the Send is 30cms of topsoil directly over '-0105 
clay. TheN end 35cms of a fme, brown clayey sand/silt covers the sand subsoil. Archaeological features were recorded were 
the subsoil was sand all along the trench length and these were sealed beneath the brown silt layer. 

3 68m N-S trench nmning across the higher clay lands. Heavy clay subsoil beneath 35cms of topsoil, no soil level between top and clay 35cms 
subsoil and ploughmarks cutting clay. Group of closely spaced postholes at south end of trench. I piece ofMed pottery from 
posthole. 

4 172m Curving E-W trench following the field edge fronting the A 146. Soft yellow sand subsoil over entire length and a level sand lOOcms see plan 
topography. The soil profile was uniform over the trench length with 70cms of a fme, brown clayey sand/silt below 30cms of 
topsoil. There were some inconclusive soil marks at theW. end of the trench along with a sparse spread of features. A 
distinct concentration of features from 44m to the east end of the trench. All features were sealed beneath the brown silt and 
there was no discernible buried topsoil or ancient occupation horizon. **** See originals 

5 102m E-W trench running N of the compound, the topography was level on the higher ground in the middle of the field. The clay 30cms 0056 
subsoil was heavy, orange clay, mottled with silt filled natural features. Topsoil was a uniform 30cms deep and lay directly 0057 
on the clay plough marks were evident. There were two features both charcoal filled pits within 32m of theW. end of the 
trench samples were taken neither contained datable fmds. 

6 162m E-W trench behind compound, running level along the top of the higher part of the field. Orange clay subsoil over whole clay 30cms 
length, uniform topsoil depth at 30cms with ploughmarks in subsoil surface. Small charcoal filled gully in isolation at E.end 
and large clay extraction pits, Sm and 16m wide and 1.2m deep, at mid trench. No fmds. 

7 42m N-S trench in two lengths, runs across change from clay to sand. Deep silt deposit at north end of the trench overlying the sand-clay <70cms 0047, 
and sand subsoil which diminishes to nothing over the clay soils. Dispersed features situated in sand areas continuation of the site 0059-63 
56 m seen in trench 4 



8 114m N-S trench at E. end of the site. There is a fall of slope from S-N with a step occurring at 65m from the N.end were the sand-clay <70cms 0019, 
subsoil suddenly changes from heavy clay to sand. The clay at the upper, S. end of the trench is covered by topsoil only and 0020 
there were plough marks in the clay. At the N.end the sand subsoil is buried beneath 40cms of the fine, brown clayey 
sand/silt and 30cms of topsoil. Features 0019 and 0020 occur within 30m of the N. end. 

~ 

-

9 88m N-S trench at E. end of the site spanning the change from clay to sand. N.end soft yellow sand subsoil below 60cms of the sand-clay <90cms 0021 
brown sand/silt layer and 30cms of topsoil. Pit 0021 occurs at 18m and there are some inconclusive soil marks at up to 30m 0022 

' 
from the N.end. The sand subsoil rises gently to a point at 58m were it changes abruptly to an orange clay. The are no buried 
soil layer over the clay which is covered by 30cms of topsoil. 

20 153m N-S trench along the east edge of the site. Heavy orange subsoil over entire length of trench the topography of which rises clay 0012-
towards southern end. 30-40cms topsoil directly overlying the clay. Two possible, but dubious, postholes excavated no fmds. 0015 

21 103m N-S trench paralleling Tr 20, includes field ditch at N. end. Heavy clay subsoil as Tr20, topography level plateau above clay 0015,001 
slope. 30-40cms of topsoil directly over clay. Area of burning and possible posthole excavated at mid trench. No finds. 6,0044 

' and 0045 
22 62m N-S trench paralleling Tr 21 30-40 ems of topsoil over clay subsoil as Tr 21, ploughmarks in subsoil and service pipe clay 

crossing at 50m from S.end. Topography generally level although a hollow occurs at between 44m and 59m from S. end. No 
fmdsor archaeology. 

23. 38m N-S trench within separate enclosed field. Topographically as Tr.22 high plateau above slope. Subsoil ranges from mottled clay 
orange clay and silts to a blue grey boulder clay suggesting disturbance of the subsoil has occurred. 30-40cms of topsoil 
directly overlies clay and ploughmarks recorded in clay surface. No fmds or archaeology. 

,_, 



Appendix 2 Trench Descriptions CAC 018 

No. Length Description sub-soil depth to contexts 
type arch -

I 144m Curving E-w·trench following the field edge fronting the A 146. Soft yellow sand subsoil over entire length and a level sand <IOOcms see plan 
topography. The soil profile was uniform over the trench length with 70cms of a fme, brown clayey sand/silt below 30cms of 
topsoil. A concentration of features from west end of the trench to junction with trench 15 and small group of features at 
west end. Pottery suggests prehistoric date (?Neo-B.A) All features were sealed beneath the brown silt and there was no 
discernible buried topsoil or ancient occupation horizon. 

2 264m Long trench running along east edge of development area. Runs up slope crossing change from sand to clay subsoil. Two sand- <60cms see plan 
feature concentrations one spanning most of the sand subsoil containing mixed group of features dating ?Neo-B.A. and the clay on sand, 
other on the edge of the clay dating Med. Prehistoric features sealed beneath fme, brown clayey sand/silt clay features 
immediately below ploughsoil. <30cms . on clay 

3 7lm Trench situated on high clay land. Only 30cms of topsoil overlying subsoil, ploughmarks in clay. No archaeology. clay 

4 36m Trench situated on high clay land. Only 30cms of topsoil overlying subsoil; ploughmarks in clay. No arc~aeology clay 

5 76m Trench paralleling Tr2 running down the slope from the edge of the clay. 30-35cms oftopsoil over whole trench with sand-clay <70cms 0106 
underlying silt deepening from nothing over the clay to 40cms deep at theN end of the trench. 1 feature an elongated pit(?) 
at north end. 

6 103m Trench paralleling Tr9 running up the slope crossing the sand and clay subsoil30cms of topsoil over whole trench sand-clay <90cms 
underlying silt layer varies in depth from 40cms deep at N.end to nothing over the clay 

7 28m · Trench situated on high clay land. Only 30cms of topsoil overlying subsoil, ploughmarks in clay. No archaeology ·clay 

8 42m Trench situated on high clay land. Only 30cms of topsoil overlying subsoil, ploughmarks in clay. No archaeology clay 

9 58m Trench paralleling trench 5 running up the slope to where the clay subsoil begin. 30cms of topsoil over whole trench length sand <90cms 0019 
silty sand beneath topsoil and overlying subsoil deepen to 50cms at north end. I feature 0019 in north end of trench beneath 
silty sand. Feature part of the group seen in trench I. 

10 80m Trench situated on high clay land. Only 30cms of topsoil overlying subsoil, ploughmarks in clay. No archaeology. · clay 
' -

11 148m Long trench starts on the sand but most of its length on high clay land. Only 30cms of topsoil overlying subsoil, clay 
ploughmarks in clay. No archaeology 

12 28m Trench situated on high clay land. Only 30cms of topsoil overlying subsoil, ploughmarks in clay. No archaeology. clay 

13 38m Trench situated on high clay land. Only 30cms of topsoil overlying subsoil, ploughmarks in clay. No archaeology clay 



14 32m Extension of trench 1 running N-S from a concentration of features in Tr 1. Soft yellow sand subsoil becoming clay at very sand <90cms 0100 
S. end. Subsoil buried beneath 30cms of topsoil and a further 40cms of pale silt sand at N. end which decreases to 25cm at S 0101 
end as subsoil rises. Features at N. end within first 5m of the trench. Only finds two struck flakes from U/S spoil. 

-
15 46m Extension of trench 1 running N-S from W. end of Tr.1 where a concentration of features occur. Soft yellow sand subsoil sand <90cms 0107, 

over entire trench length which rises towards S. end. Subsoil buried beneath 30cms of topsoil and a further 45cms of pale silt 010~ 
sand at N. end which decreases to 25cm at S end as subsoil rises. A low density of features occur in the N. half of the trench. 

• 

J 
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opno trench no 
0001 

0002 A 

0003 A 

0004 A 

0005 A 

0006 4 

0007 4 

0008 4 

0009 4 

0010 4 

0011 4 

0012 20 

0013 20 

0014 20 

0015 20 

0016 21 

0017 21 

0018 5 

0019 8 

0020 8 

identifier 
fmds 

fmds 

ditch 

ditch 

ditch 

pit? 

layer 

pit 

layer 

ditch 

layer 

posthole 

fill 

posthole 

fill 

hearth 

fill 

pit . 
pit 

gully 

e 
cac017 context list 

description finds . date 
Unstratified fmds collected form the whole field during all stages of the evaluation Yes Med(U/S) ~ 

Unstratified fmds from trench A 

Ditch in trench A .1.20m wide 0.3m deep, no fmds 

Ditch 1 m wide, 0.3m deep, (?) medival sherds 

Ditch 1.2m wide, 0.2m deep, (?) medival sherds 

Oval feature, filled with very fine silty sand, no fmds 

Fill of 0006, fme grey brown silty sand flecked with charcoal. Common patinated, Yes 
unworked flint. 

Small circular pit filled with charcoal, charcoal concentrated at the N. side of the feature 

Fill of0008, charcoal in fme charcoally silt, some of the charcoal coarse and woody, ash Yes EBA? 
also present. 

Ditch running N-S across trench, two fills identified the lower separated from the upper 
by thin iron pan lens, upper 6cms of ditch remoyed by machine seen in section. 

Fill of dich 0010, top fill a grey fme silty sand, lower fill pale grey silty sand. 

Posthole cut into the natural clay 

fill ofp.h. 0012, a mix of brown and orange/brown clay. 

Possible posthole, although highly questionable. 

fill ofposthole pale grey clay flecked with chalk, chalk also appears to be part of the 
natural feature doubtful. 

Shallow cut feature, 4cms deep, filled with charcoal and some burnt clay. 

Fill of 0016, 4cms of charcoal mixed with ashy clay and red burnt clay. Below this there 
is patchy charcoal within the natural. 

Shallow circular pit filled with a coarse woody charcoal, sample taken of the fill. 

Small circular pit against the east edge oftr.8. The pit is sealed by the mid brown subsoil 
layer and cut into yellow sand. Dark grey clayey silt fill with occaisional charcoal base of 
the feature defmed by compacted lens of panning 

Narrow V-profiled gully running SE-NW in a slightly meandering course. 0020 is sealed 
by the subsoil layer and situated where subsoil changes from sand to clay crossing this ' 
change. Gulley filled with a dense pale brown silt with occaisional charcoal 



opno trench no identifier ~escription - finds date 
0021 9 pit Large pit filled with burnt red and purple sands and some burnt flints. Situated against 

edge of trench and clearly sealed by overlying subsoil layer, cut into yellow sand no finds 
other than burnt flint. 

0022 9 posthole Small, shallow posthole situated alongside pit 002. Filled with mottled pale brown sand. 
Nofmds. 

0023 4 gully Short, narrow linear feature, complete length within trench and running E-W. U- shaped 
profile and 4m long with rounded terminii, eastern end slightly off-set. 

0024 4 layer Fill of0023, mid brown, fine silty sand with o'icasional flint. Yes Preh. 

0025 4 feature Irregular, linear feature running N-S terminating within the trench. Shallow and 
containing no finds possibly natural feature or remnant of buried soil layer. 

0026 4 layer Fill of0025, mid brown silty sand with occaisic~mal fme gravel similar to 0028 

0027 4 gully Short length of an E-W linear feature truncated by 0025 and 0031 and the north edge of 
the trench. 

0028 4 layer Fill of 0027 mid brown silty sand with occasional fme gravel similar to 0026. 

00~9 4 pit Large pit, probably the earliest pit amongst a complex intercutting group. 0029 WaS 
heavily truncated by later features but was probably originally~ large steep sided circular 
pit. 

0030 4 layer Fill of 0019, pale brown silty sand with very occasional fme gravel paler than the fills of 
the later features but similar to 0035. 

0031 ' 4 pit Large pit or possibly ditch terminus. Assymetrical profile with steeper western side. latest 
of feature complex cuts all other features with group. Contains layers 0028, 0032 and 
0033. 

0032 4 layer Fill of 0031, rich mid brown silty sand with occaisional fme gravel Yes 

0033 4 layer Fill within 0031 below 0032. Mid-light brown mottled silty sand redeposited pale sand 
lens above. · 

0034 4 pit Pit, vertical sided and square in plan, irregular base profile. cut by 0031 

0035 4 layer Fill of pit 0034, pale brown silty sand with occasional fme gravel 

0036 4 pit Pit or large posthole cut by 0034, appears circular in plan with concave base 

0037 4 layer Fill of0036, mid brown silty sand with occasional gravel, similar to 0028. 

0038 4 pit Circular pit or posthole cut by 0031 and 0040. 

0039 4 layer Fill of 003 8, mid brown sandy silt similar to 0028 occasional fme gravel. 

0040 4 pit Pit, circular with vertical sides which over hang at the top, base concaved. Cut by 0031 

0041 4 layer Fill of0042, mid brown silty sand with very occasional fme gravel large lenses of Yes 
redeposited natural, similar to 0028 



•' 

opno trench no identifier ~ ·r - escnp ton e finds date 
0042 4 pit Large circular pit(?) 70-75cms in diameter, not excavated. Cut by 0036 

0043 4 layer Fill of pit 0042 pale brown silty sand with moderate mixed gravel. No finds 

0044 21 posthole Fill ofposthole cut into.natural clay. 

0045 21 layer Fill of p.h. 0044 mixed fill of clay, ash and charcoal. 

0046 4 posthole Small posthole cut into the eastemside of a(?) natural feature. P.h. filled with a fme silty 
sand. May be contemporary to 0023. 

0047 7 ditch Narrow ditch running E-W across the trench filled with a brown sand sealed by Yes Neo? 
overlyinging brown subsoil layer, 1 pot sherd. 

0048 3 structure Posthole group within the S. e~d of tr3 consisting of a group of?? closely spaced Yes Med 
postholes, all filled with grey clay. The postholes were covered with a grey mineral 
flecked silt/sand. Single sherd of pottery picked of surface of one p.h the only fmd. 

0049 4 ditch Wide, curving ditch filled with a pale brown sand over a darker grey-brown basal fill, Yes EBA 
some charcoal in lower fill ditch possibly re-cut. Fragmentary pottery finds. 

0050 

0051 4 pit Wide pit within tr.4 filled with brown sand and occaisional charcoal flecks two sherds of Yes Preh 
pottery. (Neo!IA?) 

0052 4 pit Possible pit west of 0051, shallow irregular scoop filled with a mid brown sand 
disappears beneath north edge of trench. No fmds· 

0053 4 pit Small deep pit steep sided filled with stony mid-brown sand. No fmds 

0054 4 pit Large, broad pit. Filled with stony mid brown sand with tip lines sugested by thin lenses 
of pale sand 

0055 4 ditch Wide shallow ditch running north-south across trench. Top filled with mid-brown sand 
lower fill comprises thin bands of compacted mineralised (fe stained) sands 

0056 5 pit Circular, charcoal filled pit 32.6m from W.end of trench. Thich coarse charcoal over a 
fmer layer of grey, dense ash and charcoal. Pit cut into clay and the edges of the pit are 
fired red althougl) not fired hard. No fmds, but charcaol sampled. 

0057 5 pit Small circular pit 19.2m from west end of trench. Filled with a single fill of dense 
charcoal, cut into clay subsoil, subsoil not discoloured. 

0058 4 ditch Linear feature, with rounded terminus disappearing below south edge of trench, possible 
butt end of ditch filled with dark-mid brown sand. No fmds 

0059 7 pit Shallow pit at north end of trench 7, filled with mid-brown flinty sand. Top of the fill 
includes a discrete area of charcoal and burnt flint, possibly a separate feature. 

.. 
0060 7 pit Small pit or post hole filled with brown sand, no fmds 

0061 7 ditch Narrow ditch running east-west filled with dark brown sand. Single sherd of pottery. 

0062 7 pit Small pit/posthole filled with dark brown sand with charcoal flecks. No fmds 
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opno trench no identifier 

0063 7 pit 

0100 

0101 2 ditch 

0102 2 ditch 

0103 2 ditch 

0104 2 pit 

0105 2 ditch 

0106 gully 

0107 posthole 

0108 hollow 

0109 hollow 
) 

OIIO posthole 
' 

0111 hollow 

0112 posthole 

0113 ditch 

0114 ditch 

~escription ·-
Large pit or butt end of ditch. Feature continues beyond east edge of trench top fill mid 
brown sand lower fill deep deposit of dark grey charcoal sand. 

Ditch running NW-SE across the S. end oftr2 filled with a fme compacted clayey silt, 
lenses of panning and denser silt towards the bottom, top layerlayer slightly darker and 
flecked with charcoal. I burnt flint and 1 waste flake the only fmds. 

Ditch running E-W cuts ditch 0101 filled with a pale fine compact clay silt. A large 
fragment of a stone conglomerate was found similar to one in pit 0104. 

Ditch running E-W across the N. end of the trench. Sharp V-shaped profile filled with 
pale fine silt sand. Thin clayey lenses of panning towards the bottom ofthe fill struck 
flint and pottery finds. 

Large oval pit N. of ditch 0103 filled with dark brown sand flecked with charcoal. The 
edges and lower fill contained common mixed flints, these were unworked but the 
surrounding natural was not stony and the flints were exclusive to the feature 

finds 

Yes 

Large V -profiled ditch running E-W across the site the ditch is filled with a pale fme silt, Yes 
with lens' of iron panning within a pale sand silt at the base. Two tiny fragments of 
pottery recovered. · 

Narrow gully running E-W shallow V-profile filled with pale brown silt marbled with 
lens' of iron panning. Fill contrasts with overlying darker subsoil. 

Posthole adjacent to 0 I 06 filled with pale brown sand. No finds 

date 

Med? 

Med 

Shallow oval hollow filled with dark-mid brown sand posthole filled with the same sand Yes Preh 
as 0 I 08 situated at the E. end of the feature. fill similar to the overlying subsoil. 

Shallow hollow filled with dark brown sand defmite feature some charcoal flecks. Flat Yes Neo? 
bottom and wide with common large mixed stones in fill. Flakes and pottery found. . 

Shallow circular posthole adjacent to 0109 filled with pale grey sand and stones situated 
within a naturally stoney area, feature a bit unconvincing 

Possible feature, linear hollow close to 0110 pale brown sand fill. 

Possible posthole filled with brown sand. 

Continuation of 0 1 03 from tr2 into trench I 

Ditch running NW-SE across trl where sand changes to clay. Parallels 0101 in tr2: Filled 
with a fme compacted clayey silt, lenses of panning and denser silt towards the bottom, 
top layer slightly darker and flecked with charcoal. 
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0002 

0003 

0004 

0005 

0006 2 

0007 2 

0008 2 

0009 2 

0010 2 

0011 2 

0012 2 

0013 2 

0014 2 

0015 2 

0016 2 

0017 2 

0018' 9 

0019 9 

pit 

ditch 

pit 

ditch 

cremation ~ 

slot 

layer 

oven 

layer 

ditch 

layer 

ditch 

layer 

pit 

layer 

layer 

layer 

ditch 

e 
cac018 context list 

description 

Unstratified fmds 

Large pit, appeared as a small charcoal filled pit on the surface opened out to larger 
feature when excavated. Lowere and eastern fill made up of charcoal and burnt pink sand, 
burnt flint amongst charcoal (not retained) no fmds. 

Narrow V-profiled ditch running N-S pale brown sand fill, sectioned against trench edge 
and fill of ditch indistinguishable from overlying subsoil layer. 

Circular pit, quite deep. Mid -pale brown sand upper fill over a basal fill of a fine pale 
~ilt/sand. Patinated flints common these were fragmentary but not worked, the flints lay 
around the pit edges and at the base of the upper fill. 

Ditch running SSE-NNW along N. edge of trench. Pale sand upper fill over darker sand 
basal layer. Pottery and struck flint from the lower layer. Upper fill distinct and paler than 
overlying subsoil sand. 

Small charcoal filled pit against E edge of tr 2, burnt bone frags clearly visible on the 
surface. 5cms of upper fill removed by machine whole feature ~xcavated and all of fill 
collected for analysis. 

Small slot 

Fill of 0007 light brown silty sand 

Small oven or hearth. Rectilinear spread of burnt deep red clay with an adjoining charcoal 
filled hollow at the N end. The oven/hearth is situated on the clay immediately below 
ploughsoil and as a consequence only bottom few ems remain. 

Fill of 0009 burnt red clay concentrated charcoal. 

Ditch running NE-SW 

Fill of ditch 0011, very heavy brown clay 

Ditch running N-S 

Fill of ditch 0013, mid brown silty sand 

Curvilinear pit 

Fill of pit 0015, charcoal sand. 

Lower fill of second cut of large ditch 0050, dark grey clay in which pottery, animal bone 
and charcoal were common 

Fill of pit 0017, paie brown sand with occasional fme gravel, charcoal and iron panning. 

Possible linear ditch terminus. W side sloping, E side almost vertical. cuts 0018 filled by 
0020 

finds date 



opno trench no identifier 
0020 9 layer 

0021 9 

0022 2 

0023 2 

0024 2 

0025 2 

0026 2 

0027 2 

0028 2 

0029 2 

0030 2/ 

0031 2 

0032 2 

0033 2 

0034 2 

0035 2 

0036 2 

0037 2 

0038 2 

0039 2 

0040 2 

0041 2 

0042 2 

0043 2 

layer 

feature 

layer 

feature 

layer 

pit 

layer 

ditch 

layer 

ditch 

layer 

layer 

pit 

layer 

posthole 

layer 

layer 

feature 

pit 

layer 

pit 

pit 

-escription e 
Fill of 0019 mid-brown clayey sand occasional gravel and charcoal pottery and flint finds. 

Patch of charcoal within the solution feature. Natural is chalky sand with frequent 
irregular patches of red/brown clay 
Circular pad of clay set with large burnt flints and large pieces of metal working slag. 
The clay is soft and unburnt, there is no signs of burning and no charcoal. 
Thick pad of pale grey/brown clay in which flints and slag are set, part of 0022. Clay set 
within shallow vertically sided pit. 
An elongated oval feature aligned SW-NE 

Fill of 0024, mid-brown silty sand with occaisional flecks of charcoal. 

Round charcoal filled feature cut into natural sand 

Fill of 0026, charcoally sand with pottery and burnt flints 

Linear feature aligned N-S 

Fill of 0028, mid brown sandy clay with lots of charcoal. 

Terminus of a N-S linear feature 

Light brown sandy clay occasional charcoal and gravel. 

SE-NW linear feature 

Fill of0032, mid brown sandy clay, occasional charcoal and gravel. 

Sub-circular pit, cut into natural sand 

Fill of0034 light-mid brown silty sand occasional pottery, worked flint and burnt flint 

Posthole cut into the natural clay 

Fill ofposthole 0036 brown silty clay with charcoal and burnt red clay. 

Fill of0p39, yellow/brbwn silty sand with some clay and charcoal 

Rectangular cut feature with sloping base,cut into the natural clay and filled with silty 
caly 0038 
Circular situated at the N. end of a spread ofburnt sand, 0041. The pit was filled with a 
dark grey brown sand with charcoal below a pink sand upper fill. 
Spread of burnt pink sand, slightly amorphous but vaguely linear in plan. Pit 0040 
excavated at N. end but remained of 0041 left unexcavated, possibly sand is the fill of cut 
features. 0041 close to flint and slag feature 0022 and possibly associated. 
Squarish, shallow pit filled with mid brown sand with a large lens of dark brown, almost 
black sand. Considerable animal disturbance, Finds of flint flakes and pottery. 
Round shallow pit with gently sloping sides. Fillled with brown sand with frequent 
charcoal. 

finds date 



opno trench no identifier -escription e finds date 
0044 2 posthole Posthole 20-25cms in diameter and 27cms deep. Filled with mottled mid and dark brown 

sand. 
0045 2 pit Large elongated oval pit orientated E-W across the trench. regular straight sided central 

cut. Feature filled with a uniform mid brown sand. 
0046 2 pit Round pit with gently sloping sides, filled with mid brown sand with large lumps of blue 

grey clay. 
0047 2 feature Shallow linear feature heading west out of the trench. Mid reddish brown sand fill, flat 

bottomed . No finds 
0048 2 pit Large circular pit, upper fill a purple grey and burnt pink sand over a grey sand basal 

layer the two separated by a thin solid lens of fe panning. Burnt flint in upper fill and 
surrounding natural burnt pink. 

0049 2 ditch Small ditch running E-W filled with a pale orangey brown sand. 

0050 2 ditch Large ditch running E-W across T2 and in additional cross trenches. Two cuts all of the 
finds comming from the lower fill (00 17) of second cut. Main body of fill excavated with 
machine. 

0100 14 pit Small charcoal filled pit at N. end of trench close to charcoal feature 0005 in trench I. No 
fmds 

0101 14 feature Elongated feature which extends beyond the the west edge of the trench. Excavated 
length suggests elongated pit or butt end to a ditch, feature filled with brown sand . No 
finds. 

0102 pit Small charcoal filled pit. The fill is a silty clay which drys hard. 0102 is cut into a mid 
brown clay silt soil possibly a buried soil level(?) 

0103 /layer Soil level, brown silty sand with clay content so that it drys hard, flecked with. occaisional 
charcoal and similar to the overlying subsoil. Cut by feature 0 I 02. soil level extends for 
about 8m. 

0104 hollow Hollow. Flat bottomed and oval feature slightly elongated filled with brown silty sand 
occaisional charcoal and minute fragments of flint gritted pottery. 

0105 ditch Large ditch running N-S, wide V -shaped profile filled with pale brown silt sand 
becoming paler and sandier near the bottom. Thin lenses of panning marble the fill and 
continue outside the feature in the natural. Cut by charcoal filled pit, unexcavated. 

0106 5 feature Elongated feature running NW -SE, one end terminates within the ditch the other 
continues beyond. Undulating bottom profile varying from 13-40cms. Uniform mid-dark 
brown sand fill, only fmd a (?)shaped frag of stone (quartzite) 

0107 15 pit Sheer sided pit filled with pale grey/brown sand. Elongated oval in plan cut into stoney 
soft yellow sand. 

r ••• ) 

0108 15 feature Irregular linear feature, filled with a pale grey sand marbled with lenses of iron panning 
which extend into natural. Some charcoal and burnt flint in upper fill, large unworked 
flints in lower 



opno trench no identifier 
0109 pit 

0110 pit 

0111 ditch 

0112 ditch 

0113 pit 

0114 pit 

0115 ditch 

-escription e 
Large pit or butt end of ditch situated at junction with tr 15. Pale sand upper fill overlying 
dark grey charcoal lower fill basal layer possibly burnt as sand discoloured pink. No finds 
charcoal pieces throughout fill. 

Small pit with a wide shallow profile. Filled with brown sand with thin layer of charcoal 
and burnt sand and flint on surface. I pot sherd. 
Ditch running N-S, wide V-shaped profile filled with pale sand stained with thin bands of 
fe panning. 0111 and parallel ditch 0112 appearred as one prior to excavation. Strip of 
charcoal runs down east edge of 0111 and was cut by 0113 
Ditch parallel and adjacent to 0 Ill similar fill and profile to 0 Ill 

Small pit cut into the top of ditch 0 Ill, filled with a coarse charcoal and charcoally sand. 

Small pit filled with brown sand, pottery finds 

Ditch running N-S, wide shallow profile filled with a compacted silt stained with fe 
panning so that it comes away from the natural in slabs. Natural a soft yellow sand. 
Pottery abundandant throughout fill. 

finds date 



Appendix 4 Persimmon Homes, Carlton Colville (CAC 017): general finds 

Pottery Flint Burnt flint 

OPNo No Wt/kg No Wtlkg No Wtlkg Miscellaneous Pottery fabrics Spotdate 

OOOI 2 0.002 20 O.I98 MCW,UNID Med .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
0007 8 0.066 Small bag charcoal. .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
0009 0.003 O.OOI I O.OOI BAGT? EBA? ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
0024 0.001 4 0.002 UNHM Preh. 

0032 1 0.58I ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
0041 0.032 ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
0047 I O.OIO NEFT? Neo? ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 
0048 I 0.002 MCW Med , .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
0049 0.026 BAGT EBA 
............................................................... :,································································································································································································ 
005I 3 0.029 UNHM, UNFT Preh (Neo!IA?) 

0103 2 0.004 2 0.020 BAFT, MCW? Med? .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
0105 2 0.003 UNFT, MCW Med ................................... · .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 
0108 0.001 2 0.022 UNHM Preh. ~ 

0109 2 0.005 0.001 · NEFT? Neo? 

Total 17 0.086 30 0.244 11 0.680 

1 
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• Appendix 4 Warmes Homes, Carlton Colville (CAC 018): general finds 

Pottery Flint Burnt flint Slag Fired clay 

OPNo No Wt/kg No Wtlkg No · Wtlkg No Wt/kg No Wtlkg Miscellaneous Pottery fabrics Spotdate 

0007 5 0.055 MCW 13th c.? 

0008 4 0.032 3 0.015 MCW 13th c.? ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
0009 4 0;006 MCW Med 

0017 43 0.492 MCW 13th-14th c . ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
0020 10 0.045 24 0.037 5 0.014 NEFT, BAGT EBA 
······························································································································································································································································· 
0023 6 1.342 15 2.002 'Burnt flint'= sandstone Med? .......................................................................................................................................................................................... ':' ....................................................... ~ ........................................... . 
0027 6 0.013 ?NEFT ENeo (or lA?) .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
0028 10 0.049 2 0.330 EMW, MCW , 12th c.? ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
-~~~-~---··········-~·-··-~--~~~.: ....... ~ ..... :~:?.!~ ......................................................................................................................................... ~~!~.~19.!.? ........... ~~~:.~~?~.~?! .... . 
0037 0.003 MCW Med 

0040 2 0.003 UNFT Preh. 

0041 2 0.008 NGW, NEFT? LNeo? ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
0042 4 0.056 3 0.008 NEFT ENeo 

0045 2 0.011 0.017 

0104 6 0.004 UNFT Preh . ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
0 11 0 I piece charcoal. .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
0111 0.034 
··································<t···························································································································································································································· 
0114 6 0.019 0.002 UNFT Neo/BA? ...................................................................................................................................... ;.· ......................................................................................................................................................... . 
0115 35 0.304 3 0.051 NEFT EN eo 

Total 146 1.189 36 0.123 . 11 1.356 17 2.332 5 0.066 
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