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Badingham. BDG040. (TM3048 6832) 

Summary- Following a chance discovery small-scale excavation revealed two human 
burials close to the parish churchyard. While definite dating ofthese burials is, at 
pres~nt, impossibl).circumstantial evidence po~nts to the presence?~ a cemetery of 
poss1~le Roman date. Stray finds from the stte mclude small quantities of Roman and 
Early to Late Saxon pottery including Ipswich ware. 

Site investigation 
(see also human remains report attached by Sue Anderson) 

Following the report of the discovery of a human burial in a garden adjacent to St 
John's the Baptist's Church, Badingham, a Home Office licence for the removal of 
human remains was obtained. The burial was excavated on 30 July, 1998, and later 
examination of the human remains by Sue Anderson indicates that parts of two 
individuals were present (see below). The skeletons were found to oe at a depth of 
300mm at the base of the topsoil in a supine position with evidence that the hands had 
been crossed over the pelvic area in the more complete one (0004). While the 
skeletons were in good condition parts of both appeared to have been disturbed at 
some point in the past and the skull of the earlier burial (0004) had already been 
removed from the ground when the burial was first discovered and has suffered recent 
damage. The skeletons were orientated south-west to north-east, with the head to the 
south-west. There was no evidence for coffins or shrouds. While it is very difficult to 
put a date on the burial a body sherd of Roman coarseware pottery was found under 
the right hand of the more fragmentary, later skeleton (0005) and lying on the clayey
sand subsoil which lay below the skeleton. The burials were located 15m south-west 
of the parish churchyard and while it seems possible that these are 'deviant' burials of 
medieval date, perhaps suicides or criminals interred outside, but close to, tile formal 
graveyard for the community the human bone report below notes the strong 
possibility that they are of Roman date. It is also worth noting that a few small sherds 
of Roman pottery(4), possible Early Anglo-Saxon pottery(2), Ipswich ware (4) and 
Thetford type ware (1) were recovered from the topsoil of the garden around the 
burial in addition to a few animal bone fragments (13) and one small piece of lava 
quem. 

This burial was initially discovered on 24 July,19,98, when the owner revealed the 
skull whilst gardening. The owner then contacted Terry Marsh (ofFramlingham) who 
informed the author of the find. The burial was then excavated by the author and Mr 
Marsh on 30 July (under licence 1281 ), the human remains were drawn at 1:20 and a 
monochrome photographic record was made of the skeletons. The graves were on the 
southern side of the property, close to it's boundary which is formed by a hedge and 
ditch/small stream which drains the nearby churchyard. On its southern side the 
garden has a bed which slopes down sharply to a lawn. The burials were on the top of 
this bank and it would appear that the lawn area has been artificially levelled and this 
work may well have removed the left hand side of the northern skeleton (0005) as the 
excavation demonstrated that this burial did not extend down the slope into the garden 
.There was no evidence for any other burials in the immediate area of the 
investigation, however there is hearsay evidence that a 'shin bone' has been found in 
the garden of the adjacent property to the south, 'Lop-Sop-Tung,' so there must be a 



strong possibility that these finds represent a cemetery which may be of Roman date 
which survives to a greater extent in this garden. The close proximity to the parish 
church in this case may be coincidental. 

Contexts: 0001 Unstratified finds 
0002 Stray human bone in topsoil (integrated with appropriate skeletons). 
0003 Pottery sherd found under right hand of 0005 (later burial) 
0004 Skeleton, SW-NE (head to SW), supine, feet together 

but left-hand side of body cut by 0005, ?right hand missing 
in antiquity, lying on top of subsoil at depth of 300mm 

0005 Right side of later skeleton (left side removed by garden terracing 
work?) 

Site archive and finds held at Archaeological Service, Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds) 
Landowner (confidential)- Mrs L.Reeman, Brambling, Low St, Badingham. 

J.Newman, August, 1998 
Field Team, 
Archaeological Service, 
Suffolk C.C. 



Two Human Skeletons from Badingham (BDG 040). 
Sue Anderson, August 1998. 

Two partial human skeletons were excavated from a garden close to Badingham churchyard. 

0004: Female, middle-aged/old 
Condition: A partial human skeleton in good condition and consisting ofthe skull (complete but broken), fragments 
of cervical vertebrae, most thoracic vertebrae, arches of four lumbar vertebrae, right and left shoulders and ribs, 
right arm, right pelvis and right leg, some bones of the left foot. 
Age and Sex: The skull and bones are small and gracile, and the sciatic notch is probably very wide, suggesting a 
female. Age is estimated from tooth wear as 25-35 years, but loss of some molars may have reduced the wear score. 
Some degenerative change was noted, suggesting that the individual could have been in middle or old age. 
Metrical analysis: The skull was reconstructed for measurement and produced a cranial index of72.5 (narrow) .. 
Stature was estimated from the femur and tibia at 1.556m (5' 1"). 
Dental disease: There was a considerable amount of dental disease. Caries was present in the upper right second 
and third molars and an abscess had formed as a consequence of the large parts of the crown involved. This had 
also resulted in maxillary sinusitis. The upper left molars had all been lost before death, and the second premolar 
had a small interproximal carious lesion. The lower right first molar had also been lost ante-mortem. Deposits of 
calculus were particularly heavy on the upper right molars and premolars, and there were signs of periodontal 
disease and gingivitis around the left maxillary teeth. 
Non-metric traits: No unusual traits were present. 
Pathology: Schmorl's nodes were present on the lower thoracic vertebrae, suggesting some degree of physical stress 
on this area of the back. Degenerative changes, particularly osteophytosis, were seen on the neck, shoulder, knee 
and rib joints, and the left rib facets showed signs of osteoarthritic change. 

0005: ?Male, middle-aged/old . 
Condition: This individual was represe~ted by fragmentary bones of the right arm, most of the right leg and the 
right pelvis in fair condition. 
Age and Sex: The sciatic notch is medium-narrow and the bones are of medium size. The presence of some 
degenerative changes suggested a mature adult. 
Metrical analysis: Stature was estimated from the femur at 1.649m(5' 5"). 
Non-metric traits: A large acetabular crease was present. 
Pathology: Degenerative change was seen at the elbow, with osteophytosis and eburnation present on the humero
ulnar joint surfaces. Osteochondritis dissecans, a lesion caused by blood circulatory disturbance and resulting in the 
death of a small area of joint surface, was present on the distallateral femoral condyle (knee joint), and there was a 
similar necrotic lesion of the posterior part of the talus (ankle). These types oflesions are related to physical stress 
on the affected joint. 

Other finds 
Other material identified amongst the bones included a piece of fired clay/daub, thirteen fragments of animal bones, 
one small worked flint blade, and a fragment of modem cement (presumably intrusive from garden features). The 
pottery from the topsoil included Roman micaceous greyware, and ?Early, Middle and Late Saxon Wares. There 
was also an abraded fragment of lava quem. One fragment ofRoman coarseware was found below the hand of 
skeleton 0005. 

Conclusions 
The two individuals were a female and a possible male (or larger female), both in middle or old age. Both were 
within normal limits in terms of stature, and no unusual anomalies were seen. Both were affected by some degree 
of arthritic change, and both had been subject to physical stress during their lives. 

The presence of intercutting graves suggests that these burials were part of a cemetery. Some evidence for date 
can be suggested from the dental disease of the female. High caries rates are more common in the Roman period 
than at any other time before the increase in availability of sugars in the late medieval period. 
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