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Summary 

Archaeological monitoring of deep excavations for pile caps revealed a spread of 
dark soil, in most places in excess of 2m thickness. Only near to the Friars Street 
frontage could features be detected, including an east to west running ditch dated to 
the Late Saxon period. This was identified in an  area of considerable disturbance 
caused by modern basements.  

The dark soil spread contained finds evidence from the Middle Saxon to the early 
modern periods, although there appears to be less evidence for the medieval era. 
Abundant cattle bones and a pottery waster indicate possible industrial use of the site. 
Prestigious pottery dating from the 16th Century shows that high status dwellings 
might have been nearby. 

The dark soil could be an accumulated deposit of midden material over a long period, 
but the purposeful dumping of refuse and soil to build up the land surface and protect 
it from flooding might be a possibility. If this was the case, then the early post-
medieval period might have been when this happened. 

1. Introduction

This site is situated on the south side of Friars Street, with the backs of the buildings 
along St Nicholas Street to the east and the Unitarian Meeting House and its access to 
the west (see figure 1). The site is approximately 6m above sea level with a gradual 
incline southwards as it slopes towards the River Orwell, 450m away. The underlying 
drift geology consists of sand and gravel. 

The site is located in the centre of the historic core of Ipswich, with archaeological 
deposits dating from the Middle Saxon period (c.650-850 A.D.). The Friars Street site 
was evaluated for its archaeological potential in April of last year (Boulter 2002). This 
identified a deposit of dark soil, of over 2m thickness, that contained pottery dating 
from the Middle Saxon to the post-medieval periods. Individual archaeological 
features, such as pits and ditches, could not be identified. The build up of the dark soil 
was probably due to the disposal of midden material in backyards, the digging of pits 
for refuse and the probable deliberate attempt to raise ground levels to protect 
settlement from flooding. 

Despite the archaeological sensitivity of the area, the proposal submitted by Beanland 
Associates would not endanger the expected lower archaeology, with the majority of 
the disturbance within the dark soil spread. A Brief and Specification drawn up by 
Keith Wade of Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service Conservation Team 
asked for monitoring of all deep excavations on the site, including pile caps and the 
lift pit (Appendix 1). 

This project was undertaken by the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service 
and was funded by Gracemore Homes. 
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2. Method

The site was visited on nine separate occasions during September and October 2002. 
The site of the new building had been piled along its perimeter and the internal 
ground surface lowered by c.1m. This area was walked over and finds collected, finds 
had also been recovered by the contractors during soil removal.  

Finds from the top layer, finds from the deeper locations and archaeological features 
observed were all given separate context numbers (see Appendix 2). Unstratified finds 
were given the number 0010, those from the top metre of soil removed 0011, and 
from deeper locations and from features 0012 – 0020. 

In ten locations deeper excavations were observed, where up to a metre or more of the 
dark soil was removed. These have been recorded as trenches I to X (see figure 2) and 
were numbered in the order they were dug.  Seven of these were individual pile cap 
locations, a further area contained the lift pit associated with two further pile caps. 
Although the provided plan suggested that the deeper interventions for the pile caps 
were to be 2.25m by 2.25m, in reality these were normally c.3.5m by 3.5m. 

Soil from the trenches was examined for finds and any recovered were given separate 
context numbers for their different locations. The sides and base were examined for 
features or changes in deposit. Where these were observed, feature cuts and their fills 
were given context numbers and their position noted on the site plan (1:50).  
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3. Results

Trenches I and II (south end of site) 
Both trenchs were lowered a further 900mm – 1m. The soil removal was observed by 
an archaeologist and finds recovered from both trenches were given the context 
number 0012. The majority of the finds indicate a 16th to 17th Century date, although 
an interesting residual find included a fragment of Roman pottery (see finds report 
below). 

Trenches III and IV (north end of site) 
Trench III in the north-west corner of the site was observed after it had been fully 
excavated. The east to west running ditch [0013] was observed in section along the 
southern edge of the trench. The ditch was seen to be cutting natural sands at a depth 
of 600mm from the top of the trench, but all the north half of the trench had been 
truncated to natural by a modern basement. The fill of the ditch, 0014, consisted of 
dark grey mottled sandy clay with lenses of sand and frequent charcoal flecks. Pottery 
recovered from the fill suggests a Late Saxon (c.850 – 1000 A.D.) date for this 
feature. 

At trench IV the sides had been shored due to collapse before they could be examined 
by an archaeologist. Natural sands could not be seen in the base of the trench, but 
change in the deposit suggests that a linear feature, probably the ditch observed in 
trench III, continued across trench IV. Here it appeared on a slightly different 
alignment, and was therefore given a separate number, [0015]. 

Trenches V and VI (south-central area of site) 
Trench V revealed a further 1m thickness of dark soil with no natural sand subsoil 
observed. The finds from this deposit, 0017, indicated an 18th and 19th Century date. 
At trench VI the base had already been covered in a thin spread of concrete (blinding) 
when observed, but no natural could be seen in the sides of the trench.  

Trenches VII to X (north-central area of site) 
The lift pit, VII, was 1.2m below the initial strip and was clearly cut into natural at its 
base. This trench was not entered due to its depth and the unstable nature of its edges. 
The dark soil was c.600mm thick, but an increased depth to 800mm in the north-west 
corner suggested that a round-bottomed pit was present here, [0019]. A mixture of 
finds dating from the Late Saxon to the early post-medieval periods (9th to the 17th 
Centuries) was recovered from the soil excavated from the trench. Pile cap trenches 
VIII and IX had been shored and blinded before this area was observed by an 
archaeologist. 

At trench X, natural sand could be observed in the north-facing section at a depth of 
900mm below the site strip level. A patch of probable natural was also noticed in the 
base of trench X at a depth of c.1m. The finds from the excavated soil, 0021, suggest 
a spread of dates from the 9th to the 17th Centuries. 
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4. The Finds  by Sue Anderson (January 2003)

Introduction 
Finds were collected from seven contexts during the monitoring, as shown in Table 1. 

OP Pottery CBM Glass Bone Miscellaneous Spotdate 
No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g 

0010 3 630 16th-17th c. 
0011 13 724  4 647 1 218 2 unident (4g) 18th c. 
0012 9 127 4 294  24 575 16th-17th c. 
0014 6 37  4 60 LSax? 
0017 2 27 18th-19th c. 
0018 7 532 16th c. 
0021 13 250  1 6 16th-17th c. 
Total 53 2327 4 294 4 647 30 853 

Table 1. Finds quantities. 
Pottery 

Table 2 shows the pottery quantification by fabric. 

Fabric No. Wt/g
Roman Black-Surfaced Ware? 1 18 
Total Roman 1 18 
Gritty Ipswich Ware 1 31 
Sandy Ipswich Ware 2 68 
Total Middle Saxon 3 99 
Thetford-type Ware 19 314 
St. Neot’s Ware 1 12 
Total Late Saxon 20 326 
Early Medieval Ware 1 4 
Early Medieval Ware Shelly 1 2 
Medieval Coarseware Gritty 1 19 
Medieval Coarseware 4 50 
Ipswich Glazed Ware 1 3 
Total Medieval 8 78 
Saintonge Ware (Late) 2 355 
Glazed Red Earthenware 6 444 
Border Ware 1 11 
Frechen Stoneware 4 645 
Iron-glazed Blackware 2 27 
Staffordshire-type Slipware 1 201 
Total Post-medieval 16 1683 
Post-medieval Whiteware 2 27 
White Salt-glazed Stoneware 1 34 
Creamware 1 38
Total Modern 4 99 
Unidentified 1 24

Table 2. Pottery by fabric and context. 

There was a wide range of pottery types in this small assemblage, but the main 
periods represented were Late Saxon and post-medieval. 

One sherd of possible Roman pottery, black-surfaced ware, was found in 0012.  This 
was a shoulder from a small jar.  The form was more typical of Roman than Late 
Saxon or medieval jars, but it is possible that it was post-Roman. 
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Middle and Late Saxon wares are common throughout the town, so the presence of 
Ipswich and Thetford wares is unsurprising.  Most of this material was redeposited in 
later features, but Thetford ware was the only datable find in 0014.  Identifiable 
vessels included a large jar with applied thumbed strips under the rim and vertically 
on the body (0018) and a small jar rim (type 4, dated late 10th to 11th century in 
Thetford, Anderson 1998). 

Only a small quantity of medieval pottery was found, including an upright jar rim 
similar to those made at Hollesley and in Ipswich (0012), and some sherds of earlier 
gritty and shelly wares.  One piece of Ipswich glazed ware, a fragment of skillet with 
internal clear glaze and external sooting, was found (0021). 

Post-medieval wares included locally produced redwares, English whitewares and 
French and German imports.  Identifiable vessels included a straight-sided jar (0010) 
and a small bowl (0011) in glazed red earthenware, a Frechen stoneware narrow-
necked jug (0010), a Saintonge chafing dish with looped strap handles (0018, cf Hurst 
et al. 1986, plate V), and a Staffordshire-type slipware press-moulded plate (0011). 

Modern refined wares consisted of a white salt-glazed stoneware plate rim with 
‘barley’ moulding and a creamware chamber pot rim (both 0011).  Two sherds of an 
unglazed coarse white ware were probably also of late date (0017). 

An unidentified rimsherd was collected from 0018.  This was in a typical Late Saxon 
(Thetford-type) lid-seated jar form, but was partially oxidised and had traces of clear 
glaze on the upper surface and side of the rim.  The fabric is similar to medieval 
Ipswich ware and it could possibly be a waster from this industry, or it may be a Late 
Saxon import, or a post-medieval vessel. 

Ceramic building material 
Four fragments of red sandy peg tiles, one with a reduced core, are probably of late to 
post-medieval date.  These were found in 0012. 

Miscellaneous 
Three fragments of 18th century green glass bottles were found in 0011, together with 
a small moulded fragment of uncoloured glass vessel, possibly a wine glass. 

Two fragments of an unidentified material, possibly some kind of resin, were found 
on 0011.  The fragments were flat with one smooth surface.  The other side had been 
engraved in a grid pattern to produce small raised squares. 

Animal bone 
Animal bone was recovered from four contexts.  The identifiable fragments were 
dominated by cow and included a mandible (0011), and metatarsals, phalanges, 
horncores, skull fragments, ribs and teeth (0012).  A small mammal scapula and a 
juvenile ?cow femur with gnaw-marks on the shaft were also found in 0012. 

The assemblage is small and probably represents some domestic waste, but the 
presence of several horncores and foot bones in 0012 could be indicative of industrial 
exploitation of cattle, either for horn working or tanning.  The feature is dated to the 
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16th-17th centuries, but contains a high proportion of earlier material, so the bones 
could also be redeposited. 

Discussion 
This assemblage is similar to the small group of finds collected during the evaluation 
of this site (Anderson 2002) although the latter did not contain such a large proportion 
of post-medieval pottery.  Again, activity in the Middle and Late Saxon periods is 
indicated, with an apparent lull in the medieval period.  

There may have been industrial activity on the site, but the evidence is tentative and 
the date uncertain. 

Post-medieval occupation in the 16th century is likely to have been of medium or high 
status due to the presence of a Saintonge chafing dish.  Although this is the most 
common type of French chafing dish to be found in England (Hurst et al. 1986), they 
are still relatively rare.  However, imported pottery is always more common in ports, 
so objects which may be considered of high status on inland sites do not necessarily 
have the same meaning on the coast.  The other post-medieval finds are typical of 
most regional urban assemblages of 16th-18th century date. 

5. Conclusions

Monitoring of the site at Friars Street suggests that the deep deposits of dark soil 
encountered during the evaluation extend over the whole site. Only in the northern 
half were natural sand deposits encountered at a depth of c.1.6 to 1.9m from the 
original ground surface. An east to west ditch was recognised in the north-west corner 
of the site (trench III) and this has been dated by finds to the Late Saxon period (850-
1000 A.D.). A continuation of this feature was suggested running across trench IV. 
Another possible feature was observed along the eastern edge of the site in trench VII.  

The dark soil contains finds from a variety of different periods, from Middle Saxon to 
the early modern era, but with an apparent lull in medieval times. The dark soil could 
represent a continuous dumping and pitting in this area. Alternatively it could indicate 
the purposeful dumping of refuse and soil from other areas - which incidentally 
contained Saxon pottery - in order to raise the level of the ground. If the latter is 
correct, then a post-medieval date of the 16th Century is likely for the raising of levels 
to avoid flooding. 

Finds evidence also suggests possible industrial usage for the site with the cattle 
bones perhaps indicating horn working or tanning in the vicinity. No dating for this 
activity can be suggested. A possible pottery waster was also identified, perhaps 
associated with the medieval Ipswich ware industry. If material has been brought in 
from other areas however, industrial waste might have been a component part.  

The 16th Century, post-medieval pottery assemblage indicates a fairly high status 
occupation in the vicinity, although imported pottery is always more common in the 
coastal ports during this period. 
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APPENDIXl

SUFFOLK COUNTYCOUNCIL

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE - CONSERVATION TEAM

Brief and Specification for Archaeological Monitoring

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT, FRIARS STREET, IPSWICH

1. Background

1.1 Gracemore Homes have obtained planning consent for a residential development on
the above site conditional upon the implementation of a programme of archaeological
works (IP/Ol/0394/FP).

1.2 The proposed development lies within the Area of Archaeological Importance defined
for the Anglo-Saxon and medieval town of Ipswich in the Ipswich Local Plan and will
involve significant ground disturbance.

1.3 An archaeological evaluation commissioned by the developer was undertaken by
Suffolk County Council's Archaeological Service's Field Team in the area of the
proposed new building in April 2002 (SCCAS Report No 2002/43).

1.4 The evaluation indicated that naturally occurring sand and gravel lies at a minimum
depth of 2.2 metres below the present ground surface. Four rubbish pits were
recorded and finds ranged from Middle Saxon to post medieval in date.

1.5 The site is fairly flat with current ground levels ranging from 5.5 MOD to 6.15 MOD.
The point where natural gravel was encountered in the evaluation is roughly 3.57
MOD.

1.6 The deep overburden found on this site is common in this part of the town and may
indicate a deliberate raising of ground levels as a flood prevention strategy.

1.7 The Anglo-Saxon deposits appear to occur at the lowest levels, i.e. cut into the natural
gravel at around 3.6 to 3.8 MOD.

1.8 The timber-framed buildings of 16th-17th century date fronting St Nicholas Street
have ground floor levels not far below the present ground surface, implying that most
of the ground-raising occurred between the 11th and 15th centuries.

1.9 It is uncertain at what level any medieval structures are to be found, but it must be
assumed that they mainly lined the medieval street frontage of St Nicholas Street and
Friars Street.

2. The Impact of the Development on the Archaeological Deposit

2.1 The proposed development consists of one large multi-storey residential block with a
footprint of about 400 square metres and a detached unit of 94 square metres.

2.2 The larger block has a semi-basement with a formation level of about 4.75 MOD.

FriarsSt-lpswich07



3.2 The main academic objective will centre upon the potential of this development to
produce evidence for Anglo-Saxon and medieval urban occupation.

2.4 If there is no significant archaeology above 3.6 MOD then the development should
only impact on it as follows:

4.1 The developer or his archaeologist will give the County Archaeologist (Keith Wade,
Archaeological Service, Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR. Telephone: 01284
352440; Fax: 01284352443) 48 hours notice of the commencement of site works.

3.3 The significant archaeologically damaging activity in this proposal is as detailed in
Section 2 (above). All earthmoving by the building contractor is to be observed and
significant archaeological features and finds recorded.
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b) The lift shaft base - which should be hand excavated below 3.8 MOD by
archaeologists.

a) The piling (which cannot be recorded).

4.3 Allowance must be made to cover archaeological costs incurred in monitoring the
development works by the contract archaeologist. The size of the contingency should
be estimated by the approved archaeological contractor, based upon the outline works
in paragraph 3.3 of the Brief and Specification and the building contractor's
programme of works and time-table.

4.2 To carry out the monitoring work the developer will appoint an archaeologist (the
observing archaeologist) who must be approved by the Planning Authority's
archaeological adviser (the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service).

FriarsSI-lpswich07

4. Arrangements for Monitoring

3.1 To provide a record of archaeological deposits which would be damaged or removed
by any development [including services and landscaping] permitted by the current
planning consent.

2.6 This possibility must be taken into account in relation to the pile caps as the
formation level for them (3.8 MOD) is so close to the known horizon of
archaeology that damage could occur.

3. Brief for Archaeological Monitoring

2.5 However, the evidence for the level of naturally-occurring gravel at 3.6 MOD
comes from one sighting only in the evaluation Trench 1. Clearly on other
parts of the site it could be nearer the present surface (or lower).

2.3 Foundations consist of continuous perimeter piles and, internally, a series of
individual piles and pile clusters with pile caps. The 10 pile caps have a formation
level of about 3.8 MOD, and a lift shaft base at 3.4 MOD.
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4.4 If unexpected remains are encourttered, the County Archaeologist should be
immediately informed so that any amendments deemed necessary to this specification .
to ensure adequate provision for recording, can be made without delay. This could
include the need for archaeological excavation of parts of the site which would
otherwise be damaged or destroyed.

5. Specification

5.1 The developer shall afford access at all reasonable times to both the County
Archaeologist and the 'observing archaeologist' to allow archaeological observation
of building and engineering operations which disturb the ground.

5.2 Opportunity should be given to the 'observing archaeologist' to hand excavate any
discrete archaeological features which appear during earth moving operations, retrieve
finds and make measured records as necessary.

5.3 Observation of soil removal should be targeted as follows:

a) General Basement Strip

i) Collect evidence of the nature and dating of soil deposition
to raise ground levels.

ii) Concentrate observation on the Friars Street frontage where
medieval structures could survive,

b) Lift Shaft/Pile CaDS

i) Mechanical excavation to be under the 'observing
archaeologist's supervision and should stop immediately
any archaeological deposit or natural subsoil is reached.

ii) Any deeper excavation down to formation level is to be
undertaken by hand and by the observing archaeologist.

iii) Any shallow features revealed (e.g. post holes/slots) should
be fully excavated even if this goes below the formation
level-larger features should be sampled only.

5.4 All archaeological features exposed should be planned at a minimum scale of 1:50 on
a plan showing the proposed layout of the development. Individual trenches (pile
caps, lift shafts) should be recorded at a scale of 1:20.

5.5 All contexts should be numbered and finds recorded by context as far as possible.

5.6 The data recording methods and conventions used must be consistent with, and
approved by, the County Sites and Monuments Record.

6. Report Requirements

6.1 An archive of all records and finds is to be prepared consistent with the principles of
Management ofArchaeological Projects (1\4AP2), particularly Appendix 3.This must
be deposited with the County Sites and Monuments Record within 3 months of the
completion of work. It will then become publicly accessible.

FriarsSI-lpswich07
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6.5 County Sites and Monuments Record sheets should be completed; as per the county
SMR manual, for all sites where archaeological finds and/or features are located.

6.4 A summary report, in the established format, suitable for inclusion in the annual
'Archaeology in Suffolk' section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of
Archaeology, should be prepared and included in the project report.
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Reference: /FriarsSt-Ipswich07

Keith Wade

Date: 3 July 2002

Specification by:

Suffolk County Council
Archaeological Service Conservation Team
Environment and Transport Department
Shire Hall
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk JP33 2AR

This brief and specification remains valid for 12 months from the above date. If
work is not carried out in full within that time this document will lapse; the
authority should be notified and a revised brief and specification may be Issued.

- .- - .-- ---._---

If the work defined by this brief forms a part of a programme of archaeological work
required by a Planning Condition, the results must be considered by the Conservation
Team of the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council, who have the
responsibility for advising the appropriate Planning Authority.

6.3 A report on the fieldwork and archive, consistent with the principles of MAP2,
particularly Appendix 4, must be provided. The report_~llst summarise the
methodology employed, the stratigraphic sequence, and give a period by period
description of the contexts recorded, and an inventory of finds. The objective account
of the archaeological evidence must be clearly distinguished from its interpretation.
The Report must include a discussion and an assessment of the archaeological
evidence. Its conclusions must include a clear statement of the archaeological value of
the results, and their significance in the context of the Regional Research Framework
(East Anglian Archaeology, Occasional Papers 3 & 8, 1997 and 2000).

6.2 Finds must be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK Institute of
Conservators Guidelines. The finds, as an indissoluble part of the site archive, should
be deposited with the County SMR if the landowner can be persuaded to agree to this.
If this is not possible for all or any part of the finds archive, then provision must be
made for additional recording (e.g. photography, illustration, analysis) as appropriate.
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APPENDIX 2: IAS 4102 context list

OPNO Context Grid S9 Ident Descript

0010 Unstratitied tinds

0011 0011 layer Top Im of black earth excavated across site.

0012 0012 PC I, 11 layer Further Im of black earth removed for construction of Pile Caps I and I1, S end of site.

0013 0013 PC III ditch cut E-W running ditch cut observed in section of Pile Cap Ill. Partly truncated by modern basement, appeared to be cutting natural
along it's Sedge.

0014 0013 PC III ditch till Mid/dark grey mottled sandy clay, lenses of sand, frequent charcoal frags, mod small stones and shell frags.

0015 0015 PC IV ditch cut? Possible continuation of 0013 seen in the base of Pile Cap IV (sides had been shored), highly disturbed here but appears to be on
slightly different alignment to 0013 (eg NE-SW).

0016 0015 PC IV ditch till? Mid/dark grey sandy clay with moderate charcoal flecks.

0017 0017 PCV layer Further Im of black earth removed at Pile Cap V.

0018 0018 LP VII layer Finds from Lift Pit (VII) - 800mm of black soil over natural.

0019 0019 LP VII pit cut Possible pit observed in section in NW corner of Lift Pit VII, max depth c.800mm below excavated surface

0020 0019 LP VII pit till Dark earth till seen in section but excavation too deep to enter.

0021 0021 PCX layer Further 1m of black earth removed at Pile Cap X. Possible natural seen in bottom of section here at 900mm, S side.
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