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Summary 
 
Archaeological excavation and monitoring was carried out during the construction of a small 
extension and associated works to Building 916.  The site lies within 20m of an Early Saxon 
cemetery excavated in 1959 and it was thought that cemetery features might be found.  However 
only two features were identified, one of which produced Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age 
pottery.  This indicates possible settlement activity of this date nearby but there was no evidence 
that the Early Saxon cemetery continued into this area. 
 

SMR information 
 
Planning application no. F/2000/188 
Date of fieldwork:  August-October 2000 
Grid Reference: TL 7311 8034 
Funding body: MOD Defence Estates (USF) 
Results Two pits, one LNeo/EBA 
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1. Introduction 
 
An archaeological excavation, followed by monitoring, was undertaken in advance of the 
extension of Building 916 at RAF Lakenheath.  The site lies at TL 7311 8034 (Fig. 1), 
immediately north of an Early Anglo-Saxon cemetery partially excavated in 1959, ERL 008 and 
completed in 2001, ERL 114 (Fig. 2).  Evaluation in advance of the original construction of the 
building (Tester 1994) revealed the presence of an ill-defined, possibly prehistoric feature.  
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Figure 1 Site location 
 
2. Methodology 
 
The extension covered an area 11m x 19m, but because clean subsoil was found at a depth below construction 
formation level, a sample area nearest the cemetery (the southern 8m), was selected for excavation (Fig. 2).  The 
topsoil was stripped from this area by JCB with a ditching bucket, to establish the archaeological potential.  When 
this demonstrated a general absence of archaeology the decision was made, in discussion with the SCCAS curatorial 
officer RD Carr, to monitor stripping to formation but not to excavate below that.  Monitoring, involving 
observation of all groundworks, was carried out on service trenches and soakaways for the building.  Features found 
within the excavation area were half-sectioned by hand and sections drawn at 1:20.  Plans of the excavation and the 
monitored areas were drawn at 1:100.  Black and white print and colour slide photographs were taken at all stages of 
the work.  All finds were kept.  The site was recorded under the SMR number ERL 092 and the archive is kept in the 
Suffolk County Council archaeological store at Bury St Edmunds.  
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Figure 2 Location of site ERL 092 and cemeteries 
 
 
3. Results 
 
3.1 Excavation area 
An area 8m by 11m was stripped to yellow sand subsoil (found at 0.7m below ground level) and 
features hand excavated and recorded (Fig. 3).  Modern services crossed every part of the site 
and only two features were seen (Fig. 4).  These were 0002, an oval pit 1.15m x 0.74m x 0.24m 
deep and filled with a black charcoal-rich sand (0003).  The second was a possible oval pit, with 
an ill-defined northern edge, measuring up to 2m (north-south), by 0.66m wide and 0.2m deep, 
and filled with pale brown sand.  Pit 0002 (fill 0003) contained Bronze Age pottery, worked 
flints, animal bone and burnt flint.  No other finds were recovered from the site. 
 
 
OPNO Feature Identifier Description 
0001  Unstratified 

finds 
Unstratified finds from the excavation and monitoring 

0002 0002 Pit Small pit filled with black charcoally sand.   
0003 0002 Pit fill Black charcoal rich sand fill of pit 0002.  Contained Beaker pottery, animal 

bone, worked flint and burnt flint. 
0004 0004 Pit? Oval feature with ill-defined north edge.  Pale brown sand fill, probably real. 

Table 1.  List of Contexts 
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Figure 3 Plan of excavation and monitoring 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 4  Feature sections 
 
3.2. Monitoring 
Monitoring was carried out on soakaways and service trenches for the extension to Building 916 
between 21st September and 3rd October 2000 (Fig. 3).  The results of this monitoring are 
recorded in Table 2.  This shows that most of the area had been previously disturbed and no 
features were identified.  Most of the excavations were observed as they happened and the spoil 
was examined for finds.  However no artefacts or disarticulated human remains were found.  
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Date Type seen Description 
21/9/00 Soakaway Large area excavated c 4m x 5m as presence of services led to area being 

expanded.  Continuous monitor.  Very disturbed generally but subsoil, a mix of 
orange sand and chalk seen at c 0.7m below ground level.  No sign of burials or 
finds. 

26/9/00 Drain trench 1 50cm wide trench, 25% as continuous monitor.  16.2m long x 1.2m deep.  Section 
shows three layers, basal one brown sand so probably not subsoil, therefore 
suspect all is disturbed.  No finds or burials 

27/9/00 Drain trench 2 50cm wide trench running alongside trench above.  Same soil profile.  No finds or 
burials.  Continuous monitoring 

28/9/00 Drain trench 3 50cm wide trench, disturbed by modern services.  Continuous monitor, no finds 
or burials. 

29/9/00 Drain trench 4 50cm wide trench, disturbed by deeper, exiting pipe on same line.  Continuous 
monitor.  No finds or burials. 

2-3/10/00 Drain trench 5 50cm wide trench, running south into the road so very near known burials.  All 
disturbed however so no features seen.  The spoil was checked for disarticulated 
remains but none found.  Continuous monitor. 
Table 2.  Record of monitoring visits 

 
4. Finds and environmental evidence 
Alexis M. Willett 
 
4.1. Introduction 
Finds were collected from only one context, pit 0002, on the Building 916 site at RAF 
Lakenheath, as shown in Table 3. 
 

OP Pottery Flint Burnt 
flint/stone 

Animal bone Spotdate 

 No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g  
0003 7 14 72 481 32 287 12 6 Bronze Age 

Table 3 Finds quantification 
 
4.2. Pottery 
Seven small sherds of prehistoric pottery were recovered from the site.  All are of the same 
fabric: grog tempered with abundant quartz sand; buff to orange throughout; handmade; soft; 
rough feel.  These sherds appear to represent two separate vessels.  Both are decorated on the 
exterior surface with incised horizontal grooves and one vessel, represented by a single rim 
sherd, also displays decoration on the interior surface below the rim.  This rim is plain in form 
with a flat top and is slightly inward leaning.  The decorative styles and the grog tempering 
suggest a Bronze Age date for this pottery.  Examples of the decoration may be found in 
collections of Beaker ware vessels such as those from Melton Quarry, Yorkshire and Hockwold-
cum-Wilton, Norfolk (Gibson 1982, 464, 15 and 429, 3).  Such parallels imply a Beaker origin 
for the material found at this site and as such would point towards an Early Bronze Age date.  
 
4.3. Miscellaneous 
Worked flint 
The most abundant find type from this site was that of worked flint with a total of 72, weighing 
481g.  These were primarily knapped from black flint, although a few grey pieces were also 
present.  Fifty six flakes, six blades, nine scrapers and a core were identified in the assemblage.  
A significant proportion, approximately 50%, of the worked flints is patinated; all but one of the 
blades are patinated.  The relative proportion of blades in the assemblage points towards a 
Neolithic date, as does the degree of patination.  One patinated blade is serrated along one long 
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edge. All the scrapers are ‘end scrapers’ and are in relatively good condition.  The style of the 
scrapers suggests a Neolithic or early Bronze Age date. 
 

Burnt flint and stone 
A total of 21 burnt flints (157g) and 11 burnt stones (130g), likely to have been ‘pot boilers’, 
were also collected.  Such find types are common on most prehistoric sites.  
 
4.4. Animal bone 
Twelve small fragments of animal bone were found.  All of these have been calcined through 
exposure to high temperatures, but this does not appear to be a cremation deposit.  They appear 
to be fragments of both large mammal and medium mammal long bone shafts.  No other 
information could be easily gained from these fragments due to their small size and nature of 
their condition.   
 
4.5. Discussion of the finds evidence 
This miscellaneous collection of finds from context 0003 appears to represent late Neolithic / 
Early Bronze Age activity on the site.   
 
5. Discussion and Conclusion 
 
This work identified two features, one of which appears to have been a small late Neolithic/Early 
Bronze Age pit.  The presence of this feature and the recovery of numerous finds from the fill of 
it indicate probable settlement activity of this date in the vicinity.   
 
Neither the excavation nor the monitoring identified any human burials, disarticulated human 
remains, or Early Saxon finds, relating to the nearby Early Anglo-Saxon cemetery.  This appears 
to demonstrate that the cemetery does not continue into this area, a conclusion later supported by 
the evidence from the major ERL114 excavation (Caruth in prep).   
 
Both the excavation and the monitoring showed a high degree of modern disturbance which may 
have destroyed archaeological deposits. 
 
6. Assessment of Potential for Analysis 
 
This site has produced very little, but the prehistoric pit 0002 relates to further features of this 
period found in the adjacent 2001 excavation, ERL114.  This and the possible prehistoric feature 
found during the evaluation for the original building (Tester 1994) will need to be summarised 
within the main report on the cemeteries.  The pottery will also need to be examined in 
comparison to the similar period pottery from ERL114.  A total of 2 hours at SPO rate should be 
set aside for this. 
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