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Summary - Archaeological monitoring of groundwork associated with the development of 1-3 St. 
Peter's Street, Ipswich (NGR TM 1629 4427), revealed a moderately large deposit of predominately 
human bone under the floor of a Victorian cellar. It is presumed these are from burials disturbed when 
the cellar was originally dug in the ?1860s. 1-3 St Peter's Street is the former site of Lord Curzon's 
house, an early 16th century mansion. The mansion was later used by the bishops of Norwich and from 
1666, during the time of the Second Dutch War, housed a hospital for wounded navy seamen. Analysis 
of the bone has revealed skeletal injuries, including at least one sword cut, suggesting this bone 
deposit is probably associated with the hospital phase of the site. No medieval or earlier burial 
grounds are known to exist on or near this site. 
 
 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
A condition to the planning consent (application no. IP/01/0139/FP) for the 
redevelopment of 1-3 St Peter's Street, Ipswich, required that the applicant provide for 
a programme of archaeological work. The National Grid Reference for the 
approximate centre of the development site is TM 1629 4427. See figure 1 for a 
location plan. 
 
1-3 St. Peter's Street is situated within the town of Ipswich on the corner of St. Peter's 
Street and Rose Lane (formerly Curson Street), close to the modern town centre and 
well within the Anglo-Saxon town of Ipswich. It is also the former site of Lord 
Curzon's house, a stately mansion built sometime before 1522 (Grimsey 1890) and 
consequently, the site had great potential to reveal evidence for Anglo-Saxon and 
medieval occupation together with physical remains of Curzon's house. 
 
Prior to redevelopment the site was built up with 19th and 20th century buildings 
which were to be demolished (although some of the façade facing Rose Lane was to 
be retained). Numerous deep disturbances to the ground in the form of basements and 
storage tanks were present and areas that initially appeared clear were also thought to 
contain backfilled basements. As the new construction was to be piled and it was 
hoped to retain as much of the existing concrete slab floors as possible, the Suffolk 
County Council's Conservation Team felt that, in this case, a condition calling for 
archaeological monitoring of the groundwork would be adequate. A Brief and 
Specification detailing the archaeological monitoring was produced by Keith Wade of 
the Suffolk County Council Conservation Team (see Appendix I). 
 
The Field Projects Team of Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological Service was 
commissioned and funded by the architects, Alexander & Millar, on behalf of the 
developers, Greystoke and Everleigh Limited, to carry out the archaeological 
monitoring. 
 
 
 
2. Methodology 
 
Initially visits were made to the site to observe the preparations for piling operations, 
and the piling operations themselves, in order to collect and record through scale 
plans, cross-sections and photographs, any archaeological artefacts or deposits that 
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may be revealed. A later visit was made (in response to a phone call from the on-site 
contractors) to observe the breaking of the floor in one of the basements, which was 
to be retained, in order to excavate a footing for a wall to separate this basement from 
others that were to be backfilled.  
 
 
 
3. Results 
 
As feared, the entire development area was disturbed by storage tanks, basements and 
service ducts and consequently no archaeological deposits were seen during the 
monitoring of the piling operations. 
 
Beneath the cellar floor, which consisted of a slab of concrete c.0.10m thick, was a 
single deposit of disarticulated and fragmentary bone, of which some fragments could 
be clearly seen to be human. The deposit was situated in the corner of the cellar 
against the face of the wall footing (see figure 2). The deposit was c.0.25m thick and 
covered an area c.2.5m by 1m. The deposit overlay yellow sand and gravel, 
interpreted as the natural subsoil, which was present beneath the cellar floor at a depth 
of c.2.8m from the level of Rose Lane. All the bone from this deposit was recovered 
and retained for analysis (after clearance from the Coroner's office) by a specialist in 
human bone, Dr. R.V. Gardner, his report follows below. 
 
 
 
4. The Bone Assemblage by Dr. R.V. Gardner 
 
Introduction 
A total of 803 hand-collected fragments of bone were recovered from a single context 
(0002). Of these 726 (90.4%) were human and 77 (9.6%) animal. 
 
The animal bone assemblage comprised 10 fragments of cattle (Bos taurus), 5 pig 
(Sus scrofa) and 3 sheep/goat (Ovis/Capra) along with 59 small unidentified 
fragments of medium and large mammal bone. Given the small size of the assemblage 
no notable conclusions can be drawn. 
 
The human bones were not recovered from discrete graves so individual bodies could 
not be identified. Consequently, the analysis faced a number of methodological 
challenges, as many standard osteological techniques for determining characteristics 
such as age or sex depend on a several factors from different bones in the same 
individual being assessed. This was not possible with the material from St Peter’s 
Street. As a result any statements regarding age, sex etc should be considered with 
this in mind, as they are suggestions based on the observation of individual bones and 
are likely to be less accurate than is the case with complete skeletons. Other factors 
such as stature calculation, which is sex-dependant, could not be undertaken. 
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Skeletal Element Total No. Skeletal Element Total No. Skeletal Element Total No. 
Skull 133 Vertebrae 29 Ulna 20 
Loose Teeth 2 Calcaneum 3 Fibula 10 
Scapula 13 Talus 1 Metacarpal 0 
Clavicle 18 Femur 57 Metatarsal 4 
Sacrum 8 Humerus 48 Carpals 0 
Pelvic bone 27 Tibia 52 Tarsals 0 
Ribs 137 Radius 26 Phalanges 0 
Unidentified 138     

Table 1. Human bone fragment count 
 
Methodology 
All fragments more than 50% complete were identified to skeletal element and 
anatomically sided where possible in order to generate a count of the parts of the 
skeleton recovered to enable an assessment of the number of individuals represented 
by the assemblage. Skull fragments were the only exception to this – the total given in 
Table 1 is for all skull fragments, however small, and has not been used in any 
assessment of the number of individuals. A separate record of mandibles was kept for 
this purpose. A number of fragments appear in Table 1 as ‘unidentified’. These were 
identifiable as human but were less than 50% complete, so were not included in the 
counts to avoid artificial inflation of any estimate of the number of individuals 
represented. 
 
Preservation and likely number of individuals 
The final excavated condition of skeletal remains depends on many taphonomic1 
factors, a full review of which is beyond the scope of this report. Here the effects of 
taphonomy were recorded in a simplified form in terms of ‘completeness’ and 
‘preservation’. 
 
Completeness concerns the proportion of the whole skeleton recovered. As individual 
burials were not encountered this could not be assessed. However, it can be seen from 
Table 1 that almost none of the smaller elements (phalanges, metatarsals, metacarpals, 
talus, calcaneum, loose teeth etc) were recovered. While some bias of this kind might 
be expected in the case of a hand-collected assemblage it is extremely marked in this 
case. This strongly suggests that the bones are not in their original context of 
deposition and have been redeposited, resulting in additional loss of smaller bones. 
 
Preservation concerns the physical appearance of the bone surface. As the bones were 
all derived from a single context it was not appropriate to score individual fragments, 
as this would only normally be carried out to assess differences in preservation 
between contexts. A rapid scan revealed that a full range of preservation states was 
present in the assemblage, ranging from 0 (‘bone surface shows no cracking or 
flaking’) to 5 (‘bone is disintegrating into splinters, and the original shape may no 
longer be apparent’) according to the stages of Behrensmeyer (1978). This wide range 
of preservation suggests that the bones were originally derived from a number of 
different contexts and burial conditions. Their ultimate recovery from a single context 
at St Peter’s Street again demonstrates that they are redeposited. 
 

                                                           
1 Taphonomy being the study of the processes that affect bone after death has occurred (see Lyman, 1994) 



 

Skeletal element Left Right 
Mandible 6 6 
Scapula 6 7 
Clavicle 9 9 
Pelvic bone 14 9 
Calcaneum 1 2 
Talus 1 0 
Femur 14 16 
Humerus 18 15 
Tibia 16 13 
Radius 12 13 
Ulna 8 12 
Fibula 7 3 

Table 2. Skeletal elements that could be sided 
 
Table 1 shows that the more robust long bones survived well and in many cases the 
anatomical side of these could be determined. Table 2 shows the total numbers of 
anatomically sided skeletal elements. The most numerous was the left humerus, and 
this suggests that at least 18 individuals are represented by the St Peter’s Street 
assemblage. 
 
Age and Sex 
As has been outlined above the assessment of age and sex is normally carried out on 
relatively complete individual skeletons. The following data must be regarded as 
correspondingly less accurate as it is derived from individual bones. 
 
Age estimation for immature skeletons was based on dental development (Schour & 
Masler 1941) and stages of epiphyseal fusion (Bass 1995). It should be noted that the 
suggested ages are of developmental, rather than absolute chronological, age. 
Macroscopic age estimation of mature skeletons is known to be somewhat unreliable 
(Cox 2000, Molleson & Cox 1993). However, it is still recognised as valuable to 
attempt to describe the age profile of an excavated sample in order to provide an idea 
of the population the buried assemblage represents. Consequently, mature individuals 
were assigned ages of ‘young adult’, ‘mature adult’ or ‘older adult’ using a 
combination of dental attrition (Miles 1962, Brothwell 1981) and the level of 
degenerative change to the pubic symphesis (Suchey et al 1986) and auricular surface 
(Lovejoy et al 1985). 
 
The sex of each appropriately preserved adult skeleton was assessed using the 
sexually dimorphic characteristics of the pelvic bones and skull according to standard 
anthropological techniques (and scoring system) as summarised in Buikstra & 
Ubelaker (1994). 
 

Age Sex rating 
Infant (0-5 years) 0 ‘1’ (Probable female) 3 
Child (6-12 years) 7 ‘2’ (Possible female) 2 
Adolescent (13-18 years) 2 ‘3’ (Indeterminate) 5 
Young adult (19-25 years) 15 ‘4’ (Possible male) 5 
Mature adult (26-45 years) 6 ‘5’ (Probable male) 10 
Older adult (45+ years) 0   

Table 3. Summary age/sex details 
 

 
4



 

Given the overall number of specimens it can be seen that a relatively small 
proportion of the bones could be assigned a sex or age class. As a result few 
conclusions can be drawn. However, there is some suggestion of a bias toward the 
presence of young adults and also towards males rather than females in this 
assemblage. 
 
 
Palaeopathology 
Analysis of pathological change is more informative when discrete individuals can be 
examined, enabling the interaction of different conditions to be studied as well as the 
effect of a given condition on adjacent parts of the skeleton. This is not possible here, 
so a simple list of observed pathological cases is presented in Table 4. 
 
 
Skeletal Element Observation 
Sacrum Spina biffida occulta (affecting 4 segments of the sacrum) 
Sacrum Osteoarthritis (OA): eburnation of apophyseal joints 
Vertebra (L3) Spinal osteophytosis (no further comment possible without adjoining vertebrae) 
Vertebra (L1) Spinal osteophytosis (no further comment possible without adjoining vertebrae) 
Vertebrae (L1-L3) Spondylosis: numerous marginal osteophytes have led to anklyosis of L2 and L3 
2 Metatarsals OA: marginal osteophytosis and eburnation 
Rib Well-healed fracture 
Left femur and 
tibia 

OA of knee joint. Marginal osteophytosis and eburnation of opposing joint 
surfaces 

Right femur Poorly healed fracture. Mid-shaft fracture with no attempt at splinting, indicative 
of poor medical care. Would have resulted in severe shortening of the limb 
(difficult to assess due to post-mortem damage). Evidence of some secondary 
infection that has since healed. Individual would have been quite severely 
debilitated, even after healing. 

Left frontal bone Violent trauma: healed wound from edged weapon. Near the junction of the 
zygomatic and orbit is a well-healed lesion is visible. A fragment (c 5cm long) of 
the outer table (the endosteal surface is unaffected) has been lifted and slightly 
moved downwards over the side of the skull. Completely healed at time of death 
but leaving considerable bone protrusion. There was no sign of infection, so 
probably received some form of medical care. Could have been slashing blow 
delivered by left-handed person (or perhaps a right-handed backhand blow). 

Table 4. Pathological conditions 
 
Conclusions 
There is clear evidence to suggest that the assemblage was redeposited. At least 18 
individuals are represented and although the nature of the assemblage precludes the 
assessment of discrete individuals, there is some bias toward the presence of young 
adult males. Little can be said about the health, stature or diet of this population given 
the nature of the sample, though it might be suggested that the proportion of 
degenerative disease is relatively high for a sample that appears to have a quite young 
age profile. This may be indicative of some individuals leading an unusually 
physically demanding lifestyle. Some violent trauma was also in evidence, although 
in the absence of discrete burials/individual skeletons its significance remains unclear. 
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5. Conclusion 
 
The deposit of bone from beneath the cellar floor is the only significant find from this 
monitoring. The most likely explanation for this deposit is that a number of graves 
were disturbed when the cellar was originally excavated and that the skeletal remains 
were then redeposited under the cellar floor. This is further confirmed by the fact that 
many of the small bones are not present in this assemblage, a phenomenon that would 
occur as they would be easily missed or lost during their initial recovery, particularly 
if it was done by unskilled labourers employed to dig the cellar. Also there is 
evidence that some bones have been subjected to different burial conditions before 
being collected together in this deposit. The date of the cellar's construction is 
unknown. It appears to be part of the original construction of the building but it is 
possible that it was inserted under the building at a later date. The façade that is to be 
retained bears the date 1862. 
 
The origin of these burials is uncertain as no known Anglo-Saxon or medieval burial 
grounds are known in the vicinity. The site is known to have been the location of 
Lord Curzon's House, a substantial manor house, for which the earliest reference is a 
visit by Henry VIII in 1522. In 1549 the property was acquired by Edward VI and 
given straight to the Bishopric of Norwich. It became the Bishop's Palace at Ipswich 
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between 1635 and 1638. For a period commencing in 1666, the property was used as 
the 'King's Hospital' for sick and wounded navy seamen (Grimsey 1890). The Second 
Dutch War had commenced that year and the following year Landguard Fort, in 
nearby Felixstowe, was attacked by a landing force (Kent 1988). 
 
The trauma visible on some of the bone could be indicative of injuries acquired 
during hand-to-hand fighting (particularly the apparent sword cut) and it seems quite 
possible that the burials were of inmates of the hospital who died there (perhaps many 
years after the initial admittance). A plan of Lord Curzon's House (see figure 3) 
indicates that the cellar in which the bone deposit was discovered is partially located 
in the southeast corner of an open courtyard marked as 'The Cortt' which may well 
have been used as a small graveyard for the hospital. There are other, larger, open 
areas within the original house complex and it is possible these areas were also used 
for burials or that the hospital only occupied the actual house. Much of the layout of 
the property and its grounds can still be traced on modern maps as the boundaries get 
preserved between differently owned plots. The development site itself closely 
matches the main block of the original house. 
 
In the light of the known history of the site, the visible injuries on the bone and the 
possible bias towards young adult males, which could suggest navy seamen, it seems 
likely that the bone deposits did indeed originate from 17th century burials of 
inhabitants of the 'King's Hospital'. 
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StPetersStreet07

SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE - CONSERVATION TEAM

APPENDIX 1

Planning permission to re-develop this site has been granted conditional upon an
acceptable programme of archaeological work being carried out (IP/Ol/0139/FP).
Assessment of the available archaeological evidence and the proposed foundation
methods indicates that the area affected by new building can be adequately recorded
by archaeological monitoring.

1-3 STPETER'S STREET, IPSvVICH

Background

The proposal lies within the Area of Archaeological Importance defined m the
Ipswich Local Plan and will involve ground disturbance.

Brief for Archaeological Monitoring

As piled foundations are proposed there will only be limited damage to any
archaeological deposits, which can be recorded by a trained archaeologist during
excavation of the trenches by the building contractor.

To provide a record of archaeological deposits which would be damaged or removed
by any development [including services and landscaping] permitted by the current
planning consent.

The main academic objective will centre upon the potential of this development to
produce evidence for Anglo-Saxon/Medieval occupation of the site, together with
features associated with Lord Curzon's House.j,

-'-.- I
'::'J

Arrangements for Monitoring

The developer or his archaeologist will give the County Archaeologist (Keith Wade,
Archaeological Service, Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR. Telephone: 01284
352440; Fax: 01284352443) 48 hours notice of the commencement of site works.

To carry out the monitoring work the developer will appoint an archaeologist (the
observing archaeologist) who must be approved by the Planning Authority's
archaeological adviser (the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service).

1.

1.1

1.3

Brief and Specification for Archaeological Monitoring

2.

2.1

2.2

3.2

..,

.J.

3.1

1.2

- - 2:J'--Tfie"significant archaeologically damaging activity in this proposal is the excavation
of building footing and service trenches. These, and the upcast soil, are to be
observed after they have been excavated by the building contractor.

,I
..
, I

:1
1
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The data recording methods and conventions used must be consistent with, and
approved by, the County Sites and Monuments Record.

Unimpeded access of up to 1.6 hours per 10 metres of trench should be allowed for
archaeological recording before concreting begins.

All archaeological features exposed should be planned at a minimum scale of 1:50
on a plan showing the proposed layout of the development.

2

A contingency allowance should be made available within building estimates to cover
archaeological costs incurred in monitoring the development works. The size of the
contingency should be estimated by the approved archaeological observer.

Specification

The developer shall afford access at all reasonable times to both the County
Archaeologist and the 'observinz archaeolozisr' to allow archaeological observation

"- ............ "-

of building and engineering operations which disturb the ground.

Opportunity should be given to the 'observing archaeologist' to hand excavate any
discrete archaeological features which appear during earth moving operations,
retrieve finds and make measured records as necessary.

All contexts should be numbered and finds recorded by context as far as possible.

Report Requirements

I
I
I

If unexpected remains are encountered, the County Archaeologist should be I
immediately informed so that any amendments deemed necessary to this specification
to ensure adequate provision for recording, can be made without delay. This could I
include the need for archaeological excavation of parts of the site which would

-otherwise be damaged ordestroyed.- - - ---- --.--

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

An archive of all archaeological records and finds must be prepared and be deposited-·--~-- -I
with the County Sites and Monuments Record within 12 months of the completion of
work. It will then become publicly accessible. I

I
I
I
I
I

--'-----,-.__._- -. ~_I

Find should be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK Institute of
Conservators Guidelines. Every effort should be made to get the agreement of the
landowner/developer to the deposition of the finds with the County SMR as an
integral part of the site archive.

A project report should also be prepared summarising the methodology employed, the
stratigraphic sequence, a period by period description of contexts recorded, and an
inventory of finds. The objective account of the archaeological evidence must be
clearly distinguished from its interpretation.

4.

3.3

3.4

4.1

4.2

4.5

4.3

4.6

4.4

5.

5.1

5.2

5.3
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Keith Wade

a single service trench will run under the most easterly of the cottages
and two short lengths under the main block;

possible strip foundation for north-west wall enclosing cottages.

County Sites and Monuments Record sheets should be completed, as per the county'
SMR manual" for all sites where archaeological finds and/or features are located.

Notes.

This Brief for archaeological works is based on the limited ground disturbance
predicted by the scheme architects (Alexander & Millar) in letters dated 6 July and 25
July, 2001, (and accompanying drawings), namely:

a.

Elsewhere piling will be through 'the existing slab, steelwork will be bolted to
trimmed-off piles, and any beams required will be cast above the existing slab.

b.

ANY ALTERATION TO THIS METHODS STATEMENT (IN PARTICULAR
FAILURE TO DRlLL PILES CLEANLY INTO THE GROUND) MAY
REQUIRE A DIFFERENT PROGRAMME OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
'WORKS.

This brief and specification remains valid for 12 months from the above
date. If work is not carried out in full within that time this document will

- A summary report, in the established format, suitable for inclusion in the annual
'Archaeology in Suffolk' section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of
Archaeology, should be prepared and included in the project report.

5.4

5.5

6.

6.1

6.2

6.3

Specification by:

Date: 30 July 2001

Suffolk County Council
Archaeological Service Conservation Team
Environment and Transport Department
Shire Hall
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk IP33 2AR
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lapse; the authority should be notified and a revised brief and specification
may be issued.
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