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Summary 
Wickham Market, All Saints Church (TM 3022 5579; WKM 008):  Due to serious structural failings of 
the tower wall fabric, a programme of consolidation and repair was initiated which included the 
insertion of three reinforced concrete ring-beams and the underpinning of the tower walls.  An English 
Heritage grant was dependent on a programme of archaeological recording forming an integral part of 
the project. 
 
It had been known that the tower had already been subjected to repair works during the 1970’s, 
however, the major extent of the earlier repairs was a surprise.  Large areas of the tower facing, 
particularly the corners, had been rebuilt.  The difference in composition/properties between the mortar 
used in the repairs and the original corework, combined with the lack of ties between the two, may 
have been at least partially responsible for the more recent structural problems. 
 
Traditional interpretation of the church’s architectural history had suggested that the tower had been 
built in two phases, the basal two stages during the 14th century (contemporary with the nave) and the 
belfry during the 15th century.  Observations made during the above ground archaeological recording, 
however, suggest that the whole structure was built during the 15th century, with the earlier (14th 
century) mouldings for the nave’s south doorway re-used and incorporated as the tower’s south 
doorway. 
 
Excavation of underpinning trenches adjacent to the tower wall provided additional evidence that 
supporting the later interpretation.  The vestiges of an earlier footing that clearly underlay the footing 
of the west side of the tower was recorded, the shape and dimensions of which suggest that the there 
had been an earlier structure immediately south of the nave, possibly a south porch.  It is likely that this 
structure was broadly contemporary with the 14th century nave as the character and depth of its footing 
was similar to that of the south nave wall.  However, there was no evidence for a reciprocal footing 
underlying the eastern side of the tower.  Another footing, similar in character to that of the south nave 
wall and possible porch, was identified but clearly abutted the nave wall footing.  
 
Disarticulated and articulated human bone was found throughout the internal and external underpinning 
trenches proving that at some stage prior to the construction of the tower (the stratigraphic relationship 
of the burials with the possible porch footing was unclear), that that area of the churchyard had been 
used for burials.  In addition, a brick built tomb had been cut through the stepped out base of the tower 
footing on its eastern side.  Removal of the western end of the tomb revealed that it had been filled with 
building debris, apparently after the removal of any burials that had once been present.  
 
Two further disruptions were recorded to the external, stepped out, component of the tower’s footing.  
The first, on the western side of the tower, was cut to facilitate the insertion of a brick drain that had 
previously served a down pipe from the tower.  The second, a small cut-away area located at the base 
of the eastern side of the tower wall at its junction with the later (16th century) south aisle, may have 
been associated with the insertion of the aforementioned brick tomb.  Alternatively it could have 
occurred during the construction of the south aisle, the base of which clearly sat directly on the earlier 
tower footing.   
(Stuart Boulter for Suffolk County Council, Wickham Market Parochial Parish Council & English 
Heritage) 
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1. Introduction 
1.1 Planning Background 
A series of near vertical cracks had appeared in the tower wall fabric which suggested 
that serious structural failure was occurring.  A structural survey indicated that a 
major programme of consolidation and repair would be necessary to save the tower in 
its present form.   
 
English Heritage agreed to grant aid the programme of works provided that 
archaeological recording was included as an integral part of the project. 
 
The necessary consolidation and repair works would include the insertion of three 
reinforced concrete ring-beams into the above ground tower wall fabric and 
underpinning. 
 
Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological Service Field Projects Team were 
commissioned to undertake the archaeological recording adhering to an Outline 
Archaeological Brief prepared by Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological Service 
Conservation Team (Appendix I). 
 
The archaeological recording was carried out over a period of eleven months between 
May 2002 and April 2003.    
 
1.2 Topographical, Archaeological & Historical Background  
The church of All Saints lies within the small rural market town of Wickham Market.   
 
The main body of the church appears to be of 14th century date, with the exception of 
the 16th century south aisle and 19th century north aisle (Mortlock, 1992, pp 223-224), 
although the tower is more enigmatic.  The belfry stage clearly exhibits architectural 
features in the style of the later perpendicular period and certainly dates to the 15th 
century.  However, the tower’s south doorway conforms more to the early to mid 14th 
century decorated style.  In addition, structural anomalies of the footings, seen in 
engineering test-holes, along with extensive areas of re-facing (dating to the 
c.1970’s), were thought to be indicative of earlier structural failure and subsequent 
programmes of consolidation and repair.  
 
2. Methodology 
2.1 Fieldwork 
2.1.1 Above Ground Tower Fabric Recording 
The locations where tower wall fabric would be compromised for the insertion of the 
three ring-beams were marked on the surface of the wall (referred to a Tie 1, Tie 2 & 
Tie 3).  A written description of the wall fabric was then made for each panel of the 
octagonal tower with 1:20 measured elevation drawings where appropriate.  In 
addition, observations made regarding general structural details were noted for the 
whole tower.   
 
A full photographic record was made (both monochrome print, colour slide & some 
digital shots) which will be held in the Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological 
Service Photographic archive at Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds.   
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Further visits were made during the cutting out of Ties 1-3 to record internal structural 
detail of the wall core. 
 
2.1.2 Tower Underpinning 
Initially it had been intended for all of the underpinning excavation to be undertaken 
by archaeologists.  However, following the excavation of two test-holes against the 
internal face of the tower wall, investigating the character and depth of the existing 
footing, it was agreed with Bob Carr (of Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological 
Service Conservation Team acting as English Heritage’s Archaeological Advisor) that 
monitoring and recording of contractor’s excavations would suffice.  
 
Recorded sections were located on a 1:50 scale plan, while the sections themselves 
were drawn at a scale of 1:20.  A full photographic archive was also made (see section 
2.2 for archive codes). 
 
Structures/features were allocated Observed Phenomena Numbers (OP’s) within a 
‘unique continuous numbering system’ under the Sites and Monuments Record Code 
WKM 008 (see Appendix II).  
 
2.2 Post-Fieldwork 
All original elevations, plans and section drawings were inked to archive standard, 
and are reproduced as Figures 4 - 9 of this report. 
 
The photographs were allocated codes (EZA 9-24, EZB 1-25, EZC 1-15, EZD 1-3 
FFD 23-29, for the monochrome prints, and EXN 51-96, EXO 1-6, EXV 21-25, for 
the colour slides) prior to their deposition in the Photographic Archive.  The digital 
shots have not yet been archived. 
 
A site description and interpretation was written which forms sections 3 and 4 of this 
report. 
 
3. Results 
3.1 Above Ground Tower Fabric Recording 
It became apparent during the recording of the tower wall fabric that earlier repair 
work, particularly that of c.25 years ago, had been far more extensive than had 
originally been thought.  Large areas of the tower’s facing, along with some 
corework, particularly at the corners, had been replaced.  The mortar for these repairs 
was extremely hard and in many areas had simply blown away from the softer, 
original, corework. 
 
General observations made regarding the overall tower structure included the 
following points: 
 
♦ The base of the tower did not appear to be contemporary with the nave; the 

randomly lain fabric of the nave contrasts with that of the reasonably well coursed 
tower.  The junction between the nave and the west side of the tower clearly 
shows this difference. 

 
♦ An examination of the tower’s quoins revealed that a number of different stone-

types were present.  These included oolitic limestone (Caen?), hard shelly 
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limestone, sandy limestone and, possibly, clunch.  The different stone-types 
appeared to be distributed randomly throughout the tower, both the belfry stage 
and main tower body, which is suggestive of a single-phase structure.  Some of 
the quoins were re-used architectural fragments, including mouldings with 
decorative designs consistent with a Norman (11th/12th century) date. 

 
♦ The composition of the tower’s corework, where visible, was uniform throughout, 

comprising well coursed flint cobbles bonded with a ‘pinkish’ lime mortar with 
occasional chalk lumps.  This again points to a single phase build for the structure. 

 
More specific observations were made in the areas where fabric was cut away to 
facilitate the insertion of the ring-beams (Ties 1-3). 
 
Tie 1: Located approximately 0.5 metres above the arch apex of the tower’s south 
doorway (Fig. 2).  It was in the vicinity of Tie 1 where some of the most obvious 
effects of the tower’s structural failure were visible and, as a consequence, steel ties 
had already been inserted through the wall.  An examination of the wall fabric, prior 
to and after the removal of facing and corework that would facilitate the insertion of 
the ring-beam, revealed significant areas of earlier repair.  The majority of the rebuilt 
areas related to the more recent repair work undertaken c.25 years ago were 
concentrated on the corners (Fig. 4).  One further rebuilt or re-faced area was almost 
certainly associated the construction of the 16th century south aisle and was located at 
its junction with the tower.     
 
Tie 2: Located immediately below a stone string-course at the point where the tower 
steps in by c.0.25 metres (Fig. 2), Tie 2 did not exhibit any structural features worthy 
of formal recording.  Similarly to Tie 1, it was clear that major rebuilding had 
occurred at the corners, while the whole of the western face and window had also 
been reconstructed, possibly in association with the blocking of an internal stair turret. 
 
Tie 3: The highest of the three ties was located c.4 metres above the step in the tower 
(Fig. 2).  Examination of the wall at this juncture similarly revealed significant areas 
of rebuilding, again concentrated at the corners and on the west face (Figs. 5 & 6).  
However, the north side of the tower, with its blocked window or doorway, appeared 
to be original.  While removing wall facing on the east side of the tower the 
contractors revealed a brick relieving arch within the corework above the small square 
headed window.  With a view to leaving this intact, the location of Tie 3 was raised by 
c.0.2 metres.     
 
One significant observation was made at this juncture, an annual build line that could 
be traced around the whole tower, deflecting up and over the window/doorway on the 
north wall (Figs 5& 6).  The contractors also reported seeing voids between the flints 
below the build line in which they found dried lichen, suggesting that the wall may 
have been left at that stage for some time.  The level of the annual build line also 
seemed to approximately coincide with the point where the tower began to taper 
slightly inwards.   
 
3.2 Tower Underpinning 
Initially it had been a requirement of the Outline Archaeological Brief that the all 
excavation associated with the underpinning of the tower should be undertaken by 
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archaeologists.  However, a variation on this was agreed with the monitoring 
archaeologist (Robert Carr) whereby test-holes were archaeologically excavated, with 
the remainder of the underpinning recorded by monitoring the work of the contractors. 
 
Two test-holes were excavated against the internal south east and south west faces of 
the tower wall (see Test-Pits 1 & 2 on Figs. 7 & 9 & Plates 2 & 3).   
 
Both holes measured approximately 0.6 metres square and were excavated down to 
the base of the bonded flint and mortar wall (0005).  The sequence of layers recorded 
was similar for both holes, the only difference being the presence of backfill in an 
earlier test-hole (0014) recorded in Test-Pit 2 (Fig. 7 & Plate 3). 
 

Plate 2.  Test-Pit 1, NE-SW Section 

The contractors had already removed a c.19th/20th century tile floor (0016) to reveal a 
relatively informal sandy mortar bedding layer, below this a c.0.18 metre layer (0015) 
of flint and brick rubble in a mortar/sand 
matrix was recorded which lay on a flat 
partially consolidated clayey sand 
surface.  This consolidated surface was 
recorded as a separate layer (0002) in 
one of the internal underpinning sections 
(see Fig. 8, Section E-F).  While this 
was initially thought to represent an 
earlier floor surface, the internal walls 
had been rendered down to this level, 
the later removal of the rubble layer 
throughout the tower revealed lines of 
earth-set bricks (0009) that may have 
functioned as a damp course for timber 
joists (Figs. 8 [Section E-F] & 9).  These would then have supported a wooden floor 
at a similar level to that of the later tile surface.  
 

Plate 3.  Test-Pit 2, NW-SE Section 

Excavation below the flat surface revealed a relatively homogenous mid grey/brown 
clayey sand, locally more stony, (0003) which continued down to, and beyond, the 

excavated bases of the trenches at c.0.8 
metres and c.0.9 metres (Test-Pits 1 & 2 
respectively).  This material clearly did not 
represent the naturally occurring subsoil.  
The presence of disarticulated human bone 
suggest that this was grave fill, the bones 
representing bodies disturbed during the 
excavation of later burials.  This was not 
considered unusual, as it is likely that prior 
to the construction of the tower this area of 
the churchyard would have been used for 
burial. 
 

The base of the tower wall was encountered at 0.8 metres below present floor level.  
While the bottom of the solid bonded structure occurred at this level it was unclear 
whether a less formal footing (0004), possibly layers of alternating mortar and 
aggregate, continued down further.  The face of the solid wall footing sloped in 
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towards the wall so that the existing rendered wall surface overhung the wall base by 
approximately 0.05 metres in Trench 1 and 0.15 metres in Trench 2 (later confirmed 
during the contractors excavations).   
 

Plate 4.  Section A-B, Tower Footing 

A series of site visits were then made while 
the contractors were excavating the 
underpinning trenches.  Inside the tower, the 
general character of the footing, as seen in the 
test-holes, was confirmed, while excavations 
outside the tower revealed a significant step 
out of the solid footing.  On the outside of the 
tower the footing stepped out from between 
c.0.55 metres and c.1 metre from the base of 
the tower wall (Fig. 7 [Section A-B] & Plate 

4).  There was also evidence that there was a 
second, underlying, component to the footing 

comprising a mix of relatively unconsolidated flint pebbles in a matrix of sand and 
mortar (Fig. 7, Section A-B).  No layering was positively identified, but as only a very 
small area was exposed this could not be ruled out.  The relationship of the tower to 
the nave was also confirmed, as the tower’s solid flint and mortar footing (0004/0005) 
could clearly be seen to step over the less consolidated lime mortar footing of the 
south nave wall (0011).  
 
The excavations within the tower also revealed an earlier footing (0006) (Figs. 8 
[Sections E-F & G-H] & 9), stratigraphically continuing below the existing footing on 
the western side of the tower, comprising very compact crushed mortar with angular 
flint pebble inclusions (0007), similar in character to that of the south nave wall 
(0011).  The plan of this feature suggested that it represented a structure extending 
approximately 2.5 metres to the south of the nave wall, immediately west of the south 
doorway, with a return continuing for c.0.6 metres to the east.  While this footing was 
similar to that underlying the south wall of the nave, there were some complications 
and the extent of this footing within the northern side of the tower (Fig. 9) was lost. A 
bone tool recovered from this fill is described in section 3.3 of this report. 
 
In addition, a further footing (0012), only 
visible in section (Figs. 8 [Section C-D] & 9 & 
Plate 5), appearing to respect the line of the 
south nave wall footing (0011).  However, the 
similarity in its character to that of the south 
nave wall footing and its stratigraphic 
relationship with the tower wall (0004/0005), 
which it clearly underlies, suggests that it was 
broadly contemporary.  
 

Plate 5.  Section C-D, Footings 0011 & 0012 As well as disarticulated bone, a number of 
articulated bodies were encountered.  No 
definite grave cuts were visible and the constraints of the monitoring process made it 
difficult to record the location of individual bodies.  However, some observations 
regarding the stratigraphic relationships could be made.  While some of the bodies 
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recorded external to the tower could post-date its construction, it was clear that those 
recorded internally, or cut by the tower footing itself, must have been interred at an 
earlier date.  The stratigraphic relationship between the burials and the earlier footing 
was unclear.   
 
The external, stepped out, component of the tower footing had been previously 
disrupted in three areas.  In the first, on the western side of the tower, a brick built 
drain, servicing one of the tower’s down-pipes, had been inserted (Fig. 9).  This had 
later been replaced, on a similar alignment, with a plastic pipe (0010). 
 

Plate 6. Brick Tomb 0013 

In addition, a brick built tomb (0013) was 
encountered cutting the eastern side of the stepped 
out tower footing (Fig. 9 & Plate 6).  The ledger 
stone had been re-set at ground-level and the tomb 
itself backfilled with rubble, including a large 
quantity of roof-tiles, after the removal of any bodies 
that had been interred within.  In order to 
successfully complete the underpinning the western 
end of the tomb was removed.  The tomb wall skin 
was found to be one brick length thick (the bricks 
measuring approximately 9 x 4 ½ x 2 ¼ inches) and 
extended down below the existing ground surface for 
1.4 metres where a brick floor/base was encountered.  
The size of the tomb, with a width in excess of 1.5 

metres, suggests that it may have been intended for 
more than one person, possibly a family group.  A 

similar sized structure, with its ledger stone still in its correct position atop an above 
ground box-tomb, lay immediately to the south. 
 
The third disruption, in the form of a curving cut at the base of the south aisle wall at 
its junction with the tower, may have been associated with the insertion of the 
aforementioned tomb or the construction of the south aisle itself.  The base of the 
south aisle wall, at this point, was clearly built directly off the tower footing. 
 
3.3 The Finds 
3.3.1 Introduction 
Finds were collected from three contexts, as shown in the table below. 
 

OP Pottery Worked bone Spotdate 
 No. Wt/g No. Wt/g  
0003 4 28   12th c. 
0007   1 38 ?Med+ 
0008 1 99   13th c. 
Total 5 127 1 38  

 
3.3.2 Pottery 
One sherd of Thetford Ware (Late Saxon) and three sherds of sparse shelly early 
medieval ware, all unabraded, were collected from deposit 0003, suggesting a 12th 
century date for this fill.   
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A twisted rod handle in a fine micaceous oxidised fabric, probably Hedingham Ware, 
was found in the tower wall core 0008 and is likely to be of 13th century date.  There 
was a medium sandy buff mortar adhering to both ends. 
 
3.3.3 Worked bone 
A parallelogram-shaped bone or antler tool was found in footing 0007 (Plate. 7).  It is 
28mm wide and 133mm long.  Both ends are sharply tapered and show signs of 
rubbing or polishing.  It may have been used for book-binding or other leather work 
(E. Martin, pers. comm.), or for gilding (R.D. Carr, pers. comm.).  Its date is 
uncertain. 
 

 
 

Plate 7.  Bone/Antler Tool, Views of Both Sides 
 
4. Archaeological Interpretation 
The earliest evidence recorded during the monitoring works was represented by tooled 
masonry blocks re-used as quoins at the angled corners of the tower.  The decoration 
exhibited by these blocks was consistent with a late 11th/12th century (Norman) date 
and are suggestive of earlier phases of church’s structural history that have since been 
totally replaced, or at the very least encased in later builds.  In addition, a single sherd 
of Late Saxon Thetford Ware was recovered from grave fill.   
 
The main body of the nave is clearly of 14th century date, based on the architectural 
style, and a similar date had previously been accepted for the basal section of the 
tower.  However, a number of observations made during the monitoring have resulted 
in a revised interpretation.  The base of the tower clearly abuts the south nave wall.  
Not only was the facing fabric markedly different, but the solid flint and mortar 
footing of the tower could be seen to step over the less consolidated mortar footing of 
the nave, this relationship most prominently visible at the junction west side of the 
tower with the nave.  In addition, remnants of further footings, that were similar to 
those of the nave and probably represent a contemporary structure, were seen 

 9



All Saints Church, Wickham Market, WKM 008, SCCAS Rpt. No. 2003/31 

stratigraphically below the tower’s wall base.  While no positive identification of the 
structure these footings represent can be made, the most likely explanation is that they 
mark the location of an earlier porch attached to the southern wall of the nave.  
 
However, the architectural style of the south doorway of the tower is also suggestive 
of a 14th century date, while the belfry window openings are clearly later (15th 
century) and are contemporary with the tower wall fabric which appears to be of one 
build from top to bottom.  This anomaly can be explained by the relatively short 
period of time between the construction of the nave and the tower.  A south doorway 
into the nave itself, or on an attached porch, would have still been in almost pristine 
condition with little sign of weathering.  It surely would have been considered 
wasteful, during the construction of the tower, that these earlier mouldings should be 
discarded and replaced with new ones.  It is much more likely that the existing 
doorway was dismantled and reset in its present location.     
 
The burials recorded during the monitoring relate to an extended period of interment 
that clearly began prior to the construction of the tower and continuing beyond, with a 
substantial tomb excavated through the tower’s footing. 
 
During the 16th century, a red brick south aisle was added to the church, utilising the 
stepped out tower footing of the tower and necessitating some structural alteration of 
the tower at its junction with the aisle. 
 
It is likely that minor repairs and alteration continued throughout the post-medieval 
period.  An example of this is the lines of bricks set into the earthern surface 
encountered within the tower, c.0.2 metres below the most recent tile floor, which 
probably mark the location of floor joists that would have supported a board floor at 
some time during the tower’s later history.  However, the most major programme of 
repair work occurred within the last 30 years when large areas of the tower’s face 
were replaced, particularly at the corners.  Differential stress characteristics/properties 
of the original wall fabric compared to those of the more modern material set against, 
with no obvious bridging ties, may well have initiated many of the problems that have 
resulted in the present programme of works.     
  
5. Conclusions 
The on-site monitoring of contractors works has provided the opportunity to make 
some informed interpretative suggestions regarding the construction of the tower.  
The previously held belief that the tower had been constructed in two phases, one 
contemporary with the 14th century nave and a later, 15th century, belfry stage, can 
now be discounted. It seems reasonably certain that the tower was constructed in one 
phase with the stylistically 14th century south doorway almost certainly re-set from its 
earlier location in either the nave south wall or possibly a south porch.     
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A P P E N D I X  I  
 

S U F F O L K  C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L  
A R C H A E O L O G I C A L  S E R V I C E  -  C O N S E R V A T I O N  T E A M  

 
OUTLINE ARCHAEOLOGICAL BRIEF 

 
 
 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, WICKHAM MARKET 
 
1. The tower is on the south and serves as a porch; it is an octagonal flint and 

mortar structure.  There is a phase change visible in the structure below the 
belfry string-course; the belfry openings are of Perpendicular style, the south 
doorway has Decorated elements.  It may be that the lower part (the major part) 
of tower fabric represents a Decorated tower, either this or that the south 
doorway may have been moved from an original position in the nave when a 
new tower was raised.  Structural problems require insertion of ring beams on 
the tower and underpinning and reinforcement of the footings (these structural 
problems could have been caused by the introduction of belfry and spire to an 
earlier tower). 

 
2. Archaeological examination of engineering test pits showed that externally the 

footing projects well beyond the wall base, between 600 and 800mm on the west 
and 805mm on the south-east.  The footing external face on the south-east was 
of well formed and laid flint and mortar, on the west it was a mortar based flint 
aggregate which looked as though it had been poured like modern concrete;  i.e. 
the footings show at least two phases of construction, and the fact that they 
project so far beyond the walls suggests strongly that there has been a very long 
history of structural failure and earlier attempts at tower stabilisation.  Footing 
depth below floor was a maximum of 650mm internally and below ground 
surface 800mm externally.  The presumed primary footing was thus not seen 
externally, but internally it showed as flint and mortar, probably coursed, which 
projected only c. one flint beyond the wall face on the north-west (the tower stair 
wall), and was oversailed by the internal wall face on the south-east by 100mm.   
It thus seems probable that the internal tower wall has been thickened, at least on 
the south-east side.  This is supported by the fact that the internal order of the 
arch does not appear to be keyed in as an integral part of the original doorway 
structure. 

 
The tile floor is 19-20th century and on the north-west lies on 480mm of 
uncompacted sandy soil over a layer of compacted mortar debris (which may 
have been cut by the adjacent footing). In the south-east the floor is underlain by 
a brown homogenous soil very similar to the external soils. There were signs of 
an 18th cent pit in base of the SW test pit.  The two test pits showed big 
differences and do not give a clear indication of what may lie below the floor. 

 
3. Engineering work is specified by the architect and his engineer.  In summary it 

involves three ring beams around the exterior of the tower, two in the base stage 
and one just above the ringing chamber window in the second stage.  Plus at 
least 10 stitch repairs mostly on the west face.  All of these works will involve 
cutting back through facing into the medieval core work. 



 
 
 

The addition of a concrete ring beam around the exterior of the existing footing, 
linked to a beam on the interior, will expose the entire circuit of footing 
internally and externally and cut internal floor surfaces. 

 
4. The archaeological brief is to record any disturbance to the historic fabric of the 

tower or soil under and around it. 
 
5. Generalised questions to be addressed are derived from the simplified 

description and analysis at paragraphs 1 and 2.  Specific points to be considered 
are: 

 
 a) Evidence for a two phase tower. 
 b) Evidence for earlier tower strengthening. 
 c) Evidence for footing extensions. 
 d) Evidence for early repairs and alterations. 
 e) Evidence for early floors. 
 
6. The final archaeological report of results should include a simple analysis of the 

tower history within an outline context of the church as a whole. 
 
7. It is thought unlikely that the results will require publication beyond the 

preparation of a full archive which will be publicly available and a brief 
summary for publication in the annual review in the County Journal. 

 
8. All recording methods and archive report content are to be consistent with the 

usual County Council standards. 
 
9. As a guide to estimating a price I advise that 5 man days be allocated to visits 

recording work to the tower fabric (e.g. cutting out of ring beams);  15 man days 
to be allowed for the archaeological component in the excavation of 
underpinning trenches at the tower base; and 5 days for the preparation of the 
overall archive report and summary. 

 
 
 
Specification by:  R D Carr 
 
Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service Conservation Team 
 
Date: 6 March 2002    Reference:   /WickhamMarket-AllSaints03 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conservat ion Team    ARCHAE OLOGICA L SERVICE    Suf folk  County  Counci l  
SHIRE  HA LL  BURY  ST EDM UN DS  IP33 2AR   01284 352443 



OP Context Description Abutts Abutted by Cuts Cutby Over Under

Appendix II Context List and Descriptions

0001 0001 Unstratified Finds

0002 0003 Layer of semi-consolidated clay/sand 
trampled surface of 0003

0003, 0006/7

0003 0003 Overall number allocated to thick (0.8 
metres+) layer of brown silty sand (some clay 
content) internal & external to tower, 
effectively churchyard build up

0004, 0006, 
0011, 0012, 
0013, 0015

0004 0004 Cut for tower footing 0003, 0006/7 0010, 0013

0005 0004 Solid flint and mortar tower footing, possibly 
has lower, less consolidated component

0010, 0013 0011

0006 0006 Cut of possible porch footing pre-dating 
tower, similar to nave footing 0011

0003 0004/5

0007 0006 Brown lime mortar chunks with some pebble-
sized stones, semi consolidated

0008 0008 Original corework of tower, number allocated 
to pottery handle found by contractors

0009 0009 Unmortared bricks set in 0002/3.  Lined up to 
take floor joists of earlier tower floor

0010 0010 Plastic drain, replaces earlier brick drain on 
same alignment

0003, 0004/5
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OP Context Description Abutts Abutted by Cuts Cutby Over Under

Appendix II Context List and Descriptions

0011 0011 Nave wall footing, similar in composition to 
0006/7.  Steps out c.0.5 metres south of 
standing wall

0004/5

0012 0012 Flint and mortar footing, similar but adjacent 
to 00011, relationship with 0006/7 unclear

0003

0013 0013 Brick-built tomb, full of rubble, ledger stone 
not central, so may have been moved

0004/5

0014 0014 Earlier engineers test-pit seen cutting our Test-
Pit 2

0003, 0015

0015 0015 Layer of rubble with hint of mortar bedding 
towards top, directly below tile floor 0016

0002/3 0016

0016 0016 Most recent floor surface in tower, 20th 
century tiles, removed completely

0016
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