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ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING REPORT 
 

CONSOLIDATION OF THE OUTER DEFENCES 
 

LANDGUARD FORT, FELIXSTOWE, SUFFOLK 
 

(SMR No. FEX 064, SAM No. SM 21407) 
 

 
Summary: Monitoring of an extensive program of consolidation work on the exterior defences extant 
at Landguard Fort, Suffolk, was undertaken during 2001 and early 2002. This work was subjected to 
archaeological monitoring to ensure that no significant evidence relating to the fort's history was 
irretrievably lost. This report details the specific areas of the fort consolidated, the work done and 
observations made during the monitoring. 
  
 
1. Introduction 
 
The Field Projects Team of Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological Service 
(SCCAS) was commissioned by English Heritage (EH) in early 2001 to carry out 
archaeological monitoring of the consolidation/conservation work on the outer 
defences of Landguard Fort, Suffolk, which was to be undertaken by building 
contractors. This work was to be subjected to archaeological monitoring to ensure that 
no significant evidence relating to the fort's history was irretrievably lost without 
record. This report details the specific areas of the fort consolidated, the work done 
and any findings made during the monitoring. 
  
The fort is situated on a peninsula reaching out into the North Sea at Felixstowe in 
Suffolk. It is a substantial defensive position built to protect the Harwich Haven, a 
large natural harbour, from enemy attack. The Ordnance Survey grid reference for the 
approximate centre of the fort is TM 283 319. See figure 1 for a location plan. 
 
The main pentagonal block of the fort complex that survives today dates from c.1750. 
Surrounding this main block are various external batteries and other defensive works 
that were added during the late 19th and 20th centuries as technology overtook the 
earlier defences of the fort making them obsolete (see figure 2 for a general layout of 
the fort), these primarily consist of Darell's Battery and the Left and Right Batteries. 
The Left and Right Batteries were added in the late 19th century and were fitted with 
long-range, 10-inch and 6-inch guns, that fired out to sea. These two batteries are 
large rambling structures incorporating magazines, control positions and observation 
posts and all located within large sand and shingle banks for camouflage and 
protection. The Left Battery was buried at some point in the late 1970s or early 1980s 
as it was considered a safety hazard. The Right Battery was taken over as a bird 
reserve which restricted public access. Darell's Battery is a smaller battery that fired 
into the harbour and was originally constructed in the early 20th century. It was later 
altered in 1940 when the gun emplacements were modified and two control towers 
added. Various other defensive structures are located around the fort, such as 
searchlight shelters and observation posts, which were also to be consolidated as part 
of this project. 
 
The main block of the fort has been previously consolidated and much of that work 
was also subjected to archaeological monitoring (SCCAS Report No. 95/22). 
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Landguard Fort and its surrounding batteries are included in the Schedule of Ancient 
Monuments. It is identified in the schedule as SM 21407 (formerly Suffolk 113). The 
fort is also listed on the County Sites and Monuments Record as FEX 064. The 
majority of the scheduled area, which includes the main extant fort, the batteries and 
the beach immediately to the west, is under the guardianship of the Secretary of State 
and is managed by English Heritage. 
 
The consolidation of the outside defences was a large project involving the restoration 
of many unusual structures and the clearance of years of accumulated debris. Nine 
specific component of the consolidation work were initially picked up as likely to 
require monitoring and these were detailed in a commissioning letter from English 
Heritage (dated 5th February 2001), these were as follows: 
 
1. The re-opening of the tramway at the northeastern end of the Left Battery. 
2. The excavation of an access to the northwestern end of the Tresidder tunnel in the Left Battery, to 

enable the ammunition carriage to be extracted. 
3. Excavation of the machine-gun emplacement towards the northeastern end of the Left Battery. 
4. Excavation of steps, the remains of telephone exchange and a Directional Range Finder (DRF) 

cell, all located at the southwestern end of the Left Battery. 
5. The Battery Command Post (BCP) to the rear of the Right Battery is to be demolished and rebuilt. 

The interior to be recorded prior to demolition. 
6. Reconstruction of the expense lockers between the 6-inch emplacements on the Right Battery. 
7. Erection of palisade fencing around both Right and Left Batteries, excavation of post holes to be 

monitored. 
8. Clearance of debris from the lower storey of the 10-inch emplacement and adjacent lightwells on 

the Right Battery. 
9. The remains of a steel plate platform associated with the 10-inch emplacement on the Right 

Battery lay in pieces behind the battery. This was to be reconstructed and recorded. 
 
During the course of the monitoring further elements of the consolidation work that 
would also require monitoring were identified. These are listed below: 
 
10. Excavation of drainage trenches across the car park. 
11. The extraction of the ammunition carriage from the Tresidder tunnel. 
12. Installation of underground telephone cables across the front of the fort. 
13. Recording of camouflage paint on the roofs of Darell's Battery and Left Battery. 
14. Floor removal within the former 10-inch emplacement in the Left Battery. 
15. Excavation of the mine tramway adjacent to Darell's Battery. 
 
The approximate locations of these monitoring tasks are indicated on the General 
Layout plan of the fort (figure 2). 
 
 
2. Methodology 
 
The monitoring was undertaken through observation of the work underway and 
recording with scale plans, measured sketches and photographs any aspects of the 
fort's structure that were exposed during this work that were later to be either 
destroyed or hidden. Any significant artefacts that came to light were removed and 
retained for safe keeping and future analysis. 
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The timing of monitoring visits was based on consultation with the on-site contractors 
who kept SCCAS informed of when and where they intended to undertake particular 
operations. The on-site contractors were extremely helpful and always conferred with 
SCCAS regarding the archaeological input required at each stage. On rare occasions 
unexpected visits were required in response to telephone calls from the contractors or 
EH personnel at the site. Special thanks should go to the on-site contractors, R.G. 
Carter, Harleston, Limited, for their help and co-operation during the archaeological 
monitoring. 
 
Little work has been done on the artefacts recovered other than the production of 
itemised lists which are reproduced in the results below. Many of the artefacts 
recovered are of a specifically military nature and are worthy of further examination 
by experts in military technology to ascertain their significance. All artefacts 
recovered during the monitoring work are to be returned to Landguard Fort for 
storage. 
 
The photographs taken during the archaeological monitoring are archived under the 
film codes EWK, EWM and EZZ in the Suffolk County Council Archaeological 
Service Photographic Record.  
 
 
3. Results 
 
The monitoring results will be dealt with in order of the monitoring tasks listed above. 
Thirty-one visits were made to the fort between May 2001 and April 2002 resulting in 
total time of 18  days being spent monitoring on-site. The results consist of written 
descriptions with scaled drawings (if appropriate), a brief list of artefacts recovered 
and a limited discussion of possible interpretations of any findings. Any artefacts 
recovered will also be discussed under each task heading. There will be no separate 
sections for the finds or overall discussion. 
 
 
Task 1: The re-opening of the tramway cutting at the northeastern end of the Left 
Battery (see figure 3). 
 
A series of sand and shingle banks separate Landguard Common from the beach area 
adjacent to the fort and situated at the northern end of the Left Battery was a cutting 
through these banks to allow access. The cutting is in the form of a chicane with the 
two ends of the bank overlapping to deny an enemy the opportunity of firing through 
the gap. The ends of the banks were retained with high concrete walls and a concrete 
roadway ran through the gap (and presumably a tramway originally ran through here). 
 
This cutting had been blocked at some point in the past, probably in the 1970/80s 
when the Left Battery was deliberately buried. Prior to the consolidation work, this 
area appeared as a deviation in the bank but was not apparent as an access. The 
concrete roadway was visible emerging from either side of the shingle bank but 
neither retaining wall was visible. 
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The re-opening was undertaken using a wheeled excavator fitted with a back-acting 
hoe (JCB type) to simply remove the material that was filling the cutting. The spoil 
consisted of sand and shingle which also contained large fragments of concrete. The 
spoil that was removed from this area was placed behind the Left Battery, between the 
southern two emplacements, to reform a protective traverse. 
 
The retaining wall on the battery side of the gap soon became apparent and was 
followed down. It was immediately obvious that the other retaining wall had been 
demolished as the area in which it should have stood was already clear to ground 
level. Some of the large fragments of concrete that were being uncovered were 
undoubtedly part of the missing wall. Many other large fragments of concrete were 
amongst the material filling the tramway cutting (see discussion below). All the 
concrete fragments were stored close to the cutting before being broken up and 
removed from site. 
 
At the base of the tramway cutting the roadway continued through, marking out the 
original course of the cutting. An anti-flooding concrete bund had been placed across 
the cutting which is of such dimensions that access for vehicles would not have been 
possible. 
 
Finds: Some artefacts were recovered during the monitoring of this task. These are all 
of late 19th or 20th century date and have been allocated the context number 0228. 
They consist of:  

2 bolts from a large gate, 
1 large gate hinge, 
1 length of steel pole, 
1 bucket handle, 
1 circular iron sheet with three equally spaced holes around circumference, 
1 fence 'foot', 
1 fragment of an 'unclimbable fence' pale.  

 
The gate furniture could suggest that at some time a pair of gates may have been 
located in the cutting although the author did not note any evidence in the remaining 
concrete retaining wall for this. The unclimbable fence pale is of an early pattern and 
its presence suggests this fence type may have been used at this location. Only a few 
fragments of this fence type have been recovered at Landguard (a similar pale found 
at Landguard and now in store at the fort is illustrated in an earlier SCCAS 
monitoring report, No.2000/69). 
 
Discussion: From the appearance of the newly opened cutting and from the concrete 
fragments found within, it would seem that the tramway cutting was blocked by 
pushing the end of the northeastern shingle bank, including the concrete retaining 
wall, into the gap, presumably with a bulldozer. 
 
There were many other fragments of concrete recovered from the cutting and it is 
possible to guess the origin of some of these. A group of six or possibly seven cast 
steps in two pieces was located. These were approximately 1m in width and bore the 
marks of having had narrow walls on either side. These were presumably retaining 
walls indicating that these steps were probably cut into the shingle bank of the 
battery. A small set of steps is shown on a Block Plan of the Left Battery, dated 
14/1/1914 (plan traced on this date, original dated 8/8/1902), leading from the 
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machine gun access up towards the site of a 'B.C. post' although these don't appear to 
have retaining walls on each side. A set of steps at the southern end of the battery 
leading to a similar position did have retaining walls and may be a better candidate. 
Other fragments of concrete were in the form of thin slabs with steel reinforcing and 
had traces of pink plaster adhering to one side. These probably came from a small 
latrine block located immediately to the southwest of the tramway, as illustrated on 
the 1914 Block Plan. A large square cut stone of the type which top the Left Battery 
ventilators was also recovered. This was to be returned to its probable original 
location on the battery. 
 
 
Task 2: The excavation of an access to the northwestern end of the Tresidder tunnel 
in the Left Battery to enable the ammunition carriage to be extracted. 
 
A large hole was excavated behind the Left Battery to enable access to the 
northwestern end of the Tresidder ammunition store. This was 11m in length, just 
over 3m in width and was excavated to a depth of c.1.2m. The hole was situated so 
that its southeast face coincided with the northwest end of the tunnel. The same layers 
of shingle that were encountered during the excavation of drains across the car park 
(see Task 10 and figure 7 below) were present. The lowest layer recorded in the 
drainage trenches (0221) appears to be the bottom of any occupation as it overlay 
what appeared to be natural sand shingle. 
 
At the northwest end of the access hole, some 12m away from the Tresidder tunnel 
entrances, the edge of a large concrete pad was evident. Its edge was not parallel with 
but at an angle to the Tresidder access passage. The slab had a thickness of at least 
0.35m and present along its edge was a strip 0.7m wide and 0.03m higher than the 
remainder of the pad that was visible. The exposed section of pad (not including the 
raised strip) was covered in a thin layer of what appeared to be bitumen. As only a 
small portion of the pad was visible it was possible to ascertain its full dimensions 
although it was visible across the entire width of the access hole giving it a minimum 
width of c.3m. 
 
A possible ditch type feature was suggested in the revealed cross-sections, aligned 
SSW-NNE with a width of approximately 1.3m and cut into the natural sand/shingle 
to a depth of c.0.3m. Appeared to be below the dark layer (0221) revealed in the 
drainage trench (Task 10). 
 
Finds: A small collection of finds were recovered from the spoil resultant from the 
excavation of this hole. These have been allocated the context number 0225 and 
consist of: 

7 sherds of a brown glazed pottery (?late 17th/early 18th Century), 
7 fragments of clay pipe, 
3 fragments of glass bottles, 
1 fragment of CBM, probably a brick fragment. 

 
Discussion: The concrete pad is coincidental with the recorded position of the now 
demolished artillery store, as marked on the Left Battery Block Plan, and is 
presumably its base. The slightly raised strip presumably marks the wall line. The 
bitumen surface may have been a damp proof layer beneath a slightly raised floor. 
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This concrete pad was also encountered during the excavation drains across the car 
park (Task 10). 
 
The possible ditch appears to be roughly aligned with the location of an earlier fort at 
Landguard, dating from 1625 to c.1716. This feature may have been a roadside 
marker ditch on the fort approach road. 
 
 
Task 3: Excavation of the machine-gun emplacement towards the northeastern end of 
the Left Battery (see figure 4). 
 
On top of the Left Battery, at its northeastern end, a machine gun emplacement was 
re-excavated as it had been buried in the 1970/80s when the battery was made safe. It 
was filled with a brown sandy loam that was hand excavated by the contractors, as it 
was impossible to get a machine to this part of the battery. Upon excavation, the 
emplacement was found to have concrete lined sides with a rough floor of the sand 
and shingle material that formed the bank over the battery, at a depth of c.1.1m. A 
ledge, c.0.18m wide, ran around the inside edge of the emplacement at a depth of 
c.0.98m. 
 
Within the emplacement a length of corrugated iron sheet was located in the northern 
corner (fig.4). It was laid lengthways along one edge and curved to remain roughly 
parallel with the edge of the emplacement at a distance of approximately 0.90m. On 
the side adjacent to the edge of the emplacement a wooden stake had been driven into 
the base and cloth bags filled with sand or sandy topsoil were laid against the bottom 
edge of the corrugated iron sheet. 
 
Excavation of the emplacement continued but as the work progressed towards the 
south and east some large fragments of concrete became apparent. These were too 
large to be moved by hand and, as it was not possible to get a machine to this 
location, the fragments were left in-situ. Further excavation of the emplacement was 
abandoned. 
 
Finds: Some artefacts were recovered from the fill of the emplacement but these 
consisted of generally later debris that was probably generated after the military 
occupation and came primarily from the area between the corrugated sheet and the 
edge of the emplacement (allocated context number 0227). These consisted of 41 
sherds of white glazed ceramics, probably from a domestic dinner service, a small 
ceramic jar and a small doorknob. From elsewhere in the emplacement the 
fragmentary remains of what appeared to be five-gallon drums, about four in total, 
were recovered. These were not retained and neither was the sheet of corrugated iron 
or the sandbag remains. 
 
Discussion: The corrugated iron sheet and associated sandbags represent an alteration 
to the emplacement by narrowing it into a slip trench running around part of its edge. 
The central portion has been filled and the corrugated sheet acts to retain this fill. 
Unfortunately the excavation of the emplacement had commenced in the central area 
and progressed towards the emplacement edge. This had resulted in this possible slip 
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trench remaining unexcavated whilst the portion formerly retained by the corrugated 
sheet had been emptied. 
 
Only a single sheet of corrugated iron was seen and it is not known if this short length 
is all that existed or whether the slip trench had continued all the way round. No 
further evidence was identified. It is not known when this alteration to the 
emplacement occurred but it is assumed to be towards the end of military occupation 
of the fort. 
 
The large concrete fragments are presumably the remains of the 'B.C. post' that 
formerly stood some 4m to the south of the emplacement. 
 
 
Task 4: Excavation of steps, the remains of telephone exchange and a Directional 
Range Finder (DRF) cell, all located at the southwestern end of the Left Battery. 
 
This component of the consolidation work was dropped from the program. 
 
 
Task 5: The Battery Command Post (BCP) to the rear of the Right Battery is to be 
demolished and rebuilt. The interior to be recorded prior to demolition. 
 
The interior of this structure was recorded photographically and through the 
production of four elevation drawings, one of each wall, a plan of the ceiling and 
another of the floor. A further plan, illustrating the exterior of the roof, was also 
produced. These drawings are reproduced as figures 5i to 5vi. 
 
Discussion: The Battery Command Post was actually situated above this room (which 
is marked as 'telephone room' on battery plan). It was originally an open platform 
accessed via a balcony and ladder adjacent the SW end of the telephone room, which 
itself was shorter and also accessed from this balcony via a door in its SW wall. The 
two brackets that originally held the handrails for the balcony are illustrated on the 
Floor Plan (figure 5i). In a later alteration the telephone room was extended to 
incorporate the balcony, hence the vertical mortar repair visible on the internal face of 
the NW wall (figure 5ii), and a new enlarged and enclosed Command Post 
constructed above. The new Command Post was accessed via a door in its NE wall 
via a new stairway attached to the SW and NE walls of the telephone room. In order 
to fit the new stairway a portion of the telephone room roof had to be cut away (figure 
5vi). 
 
Various wooden plugs were recorded on the internal wall surfaces, which are 
presumably for screwing fittings to the wall. Marks were also visible on the walls in 
the NE end of the room indicating a bench was formerly placed there and on the SE 
wall the fitter's pencil marks for this bench are visible. The window frame in the NE 
wall bears screw holes and has a tie mounted on the bottom member indicating a blind 
was probably fixed to this window. A block of brickwork with a pipe attached in the 
eastern corner probably supported a sink. Four holes visible in the vicinity of the 
mortar repair area may have held ties to stop the crack that is present from getting 
larger. The door bears evidence, in the form of a keyhole, that it once was hung from 
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the other side and it is possible that this door was originally fitted to the earlier 
Command Post/Telephone room. 
 
 
Task 6: Reconstruction of the expense lockers between the 6-inch emplacements on 
the Right Battery. 
 
These lockers are situated north of the southern gun emplacement on the Right 
Battery. These are formed from concrete that has been cast in-situ which has since 
become badly cracked. This is probably due to the expansion of the steel/iron 
doorframes and hinge brackets as they rusted, as well as water and frost action. The 
lockers were recorded photographically prior to restoration. The badly cracked 
concrete was then removed and new shuttering put in place to recast the damaged 
areas. A small amount of excavation around the back and to the side of the lockers 
was undertaken to clear space for the new shuttering, but no artefacts were recovered. 
 
 
Task 7: Erection of palisade fencing around both Right and Left Batteries, excavation 
of post holes to be monitored. 
 
The Left Battery was enclosed in a new palisade fence and a new run was also put up 
in front of the Right Battery to complete a partially existing circuit around the entire 
fort and battery complex. It was hoped to monitor the holes of this fencing as they 
were excavated by the fencing contractors. Unfortunately, the fencing contractors did 
not inform SCCAS when the work was taking place (as they were possibly unaware 
of the need to monitor these holes) and consequently a large proportion of the fence 
holes were excavated without being archaeologically monitored. 
 
The fence holes were excavated using 'digging callipers' (two spades linked at a pivot 
point) and were excavated to a depth of c.0.65m, with the resultant spoil being 
dumped alongside each hole. The excavation of postholes along the front of the Right 
Battery was observed. After digging through a thin topsoil only a slightly dirty sandy 
shingle with occasional small fragments of red brick was apparent. All the newly 
excavated postholes that were not monitored were visited and the spoil heaps 
examined. The spoil observed was very similar to the spoil resulting from the 
monitored post holes and it is likely that similar soil profile existed in most areas 
apart from the area of the car park behind the Left Battery where the soil profile 
consisted of a thick dark layer of compacted sand and shingle as seen in the car park 
drains (see Task 10). 
 
 
Task 8: Clearance of debris from the lower storey of the 10-inch emplacement and 
adjacent lightwells on the Right Battery. 
 
A large amount of debris and equipment was lying in the lower storey of the Right 
Battery in the area beneath the former 10-inch emplacement and in the lightwell and 
access passage. All this material was collected and quickly sorted. All obviously 
modern rubbish was discarded whilst the remaining artefacts were retained for safe 
keeping by the SCCAS under the context number 0229 and are as follows:  
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1 fragment of plywood with a transparent plastic disc attached. Disc is marked with a 
grid and has letters on one edge. Other lines and symbols may be present (some form 
of calculator?), 
various lengths of cable duct in the form of steel pips of various diameters, 
4 electrical boxes (switches, junctions?), 
4 cast iron electrical box covers (3 large, 1 small), 
2 fragments of timber with ceramic insulators attached (for internal telephone 
system?), 
3 'shelf' brackets, 
1 gate latch, 
1 three pin (round) electrical socket and switch, 
1 blue enamelled tin light shade, 
1 external (?) light switch, 
1 vent impeller, 
1 crushed length of ?ducting, 
1 variable resistance switch, 
3 wooden brackets (for cables?), 
1 badly corroded door lock mechanism, 
2 light fittings, one circular and one rectangular, both with guards, 
1 steel pin/bolt, 
1 circular ring door handle, 
1 brown plastic (Bakelite?) door handle with spindle, 
2 window catches, 
1 length of 'T' section steel bar, bent. 

 
 
Task 9: The remains of a steel plate platform associated with the 10-inch 
emplacement on the Right Battery lay in pieces behind the battery. This was to be 
reconstructed and recorded. 
 
Lying in the lightwell behind the former 10-inch emplacement on the Right Battery 
were twelve fragments of a steel plate platform that was thought to have originally 
formed a walkway around the 10-inch emplacement. The twelve fragments were 
carried into the open area behind the battery and laid out for identification before 
being rearranged into their original positions relative to each other. Following this the 
reconstructed platform was photographed and recorded as a measured sketch. From 
these a scale plan has been constructed (see figure 6). The reconstructed platform was 
left in this location to await a decision as to how it could be best displayed. 
 
The platform was originally formed from ten sections of steel plate butted together 
with the joins coinciding with 'H' section steel girders to which the plates are riveted 
with rivets spaced 0.15m apart. Along three of its edges there is evidence for a 'toe-
board' comprising 3-inch square timbers bolted to the platform of which two 
fragments are surviving. Holes for mounting a handrail are also present, as is an 
upright for the handrail. 
 
Discussion: Upon reconstruction it can be seen that the platform is not the walkway 
that ran around the emplacement but a smaller platform from a lower level. It enabled 
access from one side of the 10-inch emplacement to the other at this lower level by 
providing a route around the stairs that led to the walkway around the emplacement. 
The 'H' section girders to which the plates are riveted would have continued into the 
structure of the battery. These were cut to remove the platform and the cut off ends of 
the girders are still visible in the back of the battery. The two 'half-moon' shaped 
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holes were cut to enable a chain to support the platform whilst it was being removed. 
It is likely that the platform fragments were lying in the positions they fell in when the 
platform was cut down from the battery. 
 
 
Task 10: Excavation of drainage trenches across the car park. 
 
Two short lengths of 'french drain' were installed within the car park northwest of the 
Left Battery. These entailed the excavation of two trenches the excavation of which 
was observed and the revealed soil profile recorded (see figure 7). The first trench 
(drain 1) was c.0.85m deep and 0.6m wide. It revealed various layers of sandy shingle 
forming the surface of the car park and all contained occasional fragments of modern 
debris. These overlay a further layer of sand and shingle that contained fragments of 
degraded chalk (allocated the context number 0222). At least two features were cut 
through this layer which appears to have been the ground surface at the time of their 
excavation. One feature appeared to be a trench, with a depth greater than 0.85m and 
a width of 0.52m. Its fill comprised a dark sand and shingle within which three cables 
were present. East of this feature a further intervention was noted comprising a cut pit 
deeper than the drainage trench and containing a block of brickwork within which 
was set a ceramic pipe (c.0.15m diameter). 
 
Layer 0222 immediately overlay a dark layer of sand and shingle (context number 
0221) which had a thickness of at least 0.3m and contained material that suggested an 
18th century date. This layer was also seen in the Tresidder access hole (task 2). 
 
The second trench (drain 2) ran parallel with the battery and was excavated across the 
site of the former artillery store that stood behind the Left Battery. The trench quickly 
came across a substantial concrete pad with a bitumen painted surface, as seen in the 
Tresidder tunnel access hole (task 2), which was interpreted as the floor of the store. 
This was left intact with the drain being much reduced in depth in this area. 
 
Finds: Finds from Context 0221 consist of: 

1 large portion of an 'onion' wine bottle bearing a seal marked 'RL', 
5 animal bone fragments, 
11 clay pipe fragments, 
2 fragments of ?roof tile, 
2 fragments of red ?brick, 
1 small piece of glass, 
1 oyster shell. 
 

Finds from Context 0222 consist of: 
3 sherds of brown glazed pottery. 
 

A number of finds were recovered from the spoil removed from this trench although it 
is not possible to ascertain from layer they originated. These were allocated the 
context number 0223 and are as follows: 

1 large, poorly glazed rim sherd, 
1 brown glazed pottery sherd, 
2 oyster shells, 
15 clay pipe fragments. 
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Task 11: The extraction of the ammunition carriage from the Tresidder tunnel. 
 
After excavation of an access pit adjacent the northwest end of the Tresidder tunnel 
(see task 2) in the Left Battery the concrete end of the tunnel was removed to enable 
the ammunition carriage within to be drawn out into the open. The concrete was 
removed using a pneumatic breaker. During the removal of the tunnel end it was 
noticed that set within the concrete's make-up was an animal bone. This had probably 
been thrown into the mix concrete during the tunnel's construction. 
 
Once the tunnel end was sufficiently cleared one end of a stout rope was attached to 
the northwest end of the ammunition carriage whilst the other was attached to the rear 
arm of a JCB digger. After some minor teething problems with access due the 
location of a large service pipe and with tension in the rope the carriage was slowly 
drawn into the open. Photographs were taken at all stages of its removal. 
 
Once removed the carriage was conserved in-the access pit before being replaced in 
the tunnel. 
 
 
Task 12: Installation of underground telephone cables across the front of the fort. 
 
It is not known if this particular phase of the consolidation work was carried out 
despite requests to EH personnel for information regarding this task. If the work was 
ever undertaken, it was not monitored. 
 
 
Task 13: Recording of camouflage paint on the roofs of Darell's Battery and Left 
Battery. 
 
In response to a telephone call from EH, a visit was made to record camouflage paint 
on the roof of Darell's battery and some recently discovered paint on the roof of the 
former 10-inch emplacement on the Left Battery, before they were removed in the 
course of the roofing work then under way. 
 
The paint surface on the 10-inch emplacement roof was located in small faint patches 
on the extreme northern edge of the roofed area and was a shade of green. On the 
extreme eastern edge a very small area of what appeared to be a pinky-red paint was 
present. These were both photographed but unfortunately the colours are not readily 
apparent in the resultant slides. 
 
A green painted surface was also present on the walkway over the shelter between the 
two emplacements of Darell's Battery. This shade appeared very similar to the shade 
of green seen on the Left Battery. This was photographed in-situ and a sample of the 
surface retained (context number 0220). 
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Task 14: Floor removal within the former 10-inch emplacement in the Left Battery. 
 
The wooden floor of one room in the former 10-inch emplacement within the Left 
battery was removed. It consisted of wooden floorboards mounted on thin battens 
fixed directly to the concrete beneath. The concrete surface had been painted with 
bitumen as a precaution against damp.  
 
Discussion: It is unlikely that this concrete surface was the original floor of the 
emplacement as one would have expected to see evidence for the original gun 
mounting in the form of holes, studs and brackets set into the concrete but only a 
smooth surface was apparent. It is likely that evidence of the original mounting could 
survive beneath this floor. 
 
 
Task 15: Excavation of the mine tramway adjacent to Darell's Battery. 
 
The tramway area was cleaned of the debris that had accumulated within the narrow 
brick-lined cutting. A small amount of dirty sand and shingle was removed along with 
a fairly large amount of modern rubbish but no artefacts directly associated with the 
fort were recovered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M. Sommers  March 2003 
 
Field Projects Team 
Archaeological Service 
Environment & Transport Dept. 
Suffolk County Council 
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APPENDIX

CONTEXT NUMBERS

. Sample of roof surface with green camouflage paint recovered from
walkway over entrance to shelter at Darell's Battery.

Layer of dark sand and shingle, c. 0.3m thick. Seen in car park drain
trench.

Layer of pale grey sand and shingle. Seen in car park drain trench.

Unstratified finds from drain trench.

Animal bone set in concrete of Tresidder tunnel.

Unstratified finds from large hole excavated to extract ammunition
carriage.

Copper alloy catch from Tresidder tunnel hatch (southern).

Unstratified finds from machine gun emplacement, Left Battery.

Unstratified finds from tramway cutting adjacent Darell's Battery.

Artefacts recovered from lower storey of Right Battery.




