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Summary 
Six trenches were laid out to investigate this site, all revealed features of possible 
archaeological potential. Of particular interest were two areas along the NE edge of 
the site. The first of these revealed the remains of an occupation horizon or buried 
soil that contained prehistoric artefacts dating from the Mesolithic to the Iron Age. 
Another area 30m to the NW of the first revealed a concentration of features of both 
prehistoric and Late Saxon date. 
 
Modern disturbances were encountered at both the NW and the SE ends of the site. 
Despite a considerable degree of recent earth movement along the frontage of St. 
Peter’s Road, one pit of possible Early Saxon or medieval date survived. A series of 
undated features were encountered in the S corner of the site. Considerable areas in 
the N and W of the site could not be evaluated due to standing buildings and yard 
surfaces. 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The area investigated is a plot of land c.80m to the north of the medieval church, to 
the east of Carlton Hall and fronting onto St. Peter’s Road, National Grid Reference 
TM 5105 9030.  
 
The Planning Authority (Waveney District Council) has been advised by the 
Conservation Team of Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service that planning 
consent should be conditional upon an agreed programme of archaeological work 
taking place before development begins (see Appendix 1). An evaluation was 
therefore proposed to determine the archaeological potential of the area. 
 
The archaeological evaluation was commissioned by Persimmon Homes (Anglia) Ltd. 
The Field Team of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service conducted the 
fieldwork on the 17th and 18th March 2003. 
 
The site is close to the presumed medieval core of the village, centred on the church 
and hall. St. Peter’s Road might have a medieval origin with the possibility of 
medieval settlement along its frontage. Previous archaeological investigations along 
Chapel Road have revealed dispersed medieval occupation in the area. 
  
The site is located just above the 10m contour, sloping up from the road towards the 
north-west. This is mainly a gradual incline, but is steeper adjacent to the road and 
some landscaping or disturbance was expected here.  
 
The underlying drift geology consists of chalky boulder clay along the road frontage. 
This quickly gives out to sand c.40m from the road. At c.110m from the road, clay 
returns in the vicinity of the covered barns and yard surfaces. 
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2.  Method 
 
 
Trenching, using a JCB digger with a 1.5m wide, toothless ditching bucket, was 
carried out to investigate a representative sample of the site. Areas that could be 
trenched were limited by standing buildings, yard surfaces and fenced off areas, under 
two-thirds of the site could be accessed by the digger. With these obstacles to 
negotiate, six trenches were positioned across the site, in total representing c.195m of 
trenching.  
 
The machining was supervised at all times by a trained archaeologist. Topsoil was 
kept separate from other overburden, and this material was checked visually and with 
a metal detector for finds. Soil was removed by the digger to the top of the underlying 
sand or clay natural or until archaeological features were revealed.  
 
The deposits encountered were described and measured for each trench. A sample of 
archaeological features observed in the base of the trench were cleaned and then hand 
excavated.  
 
Excavated features were recorded on plan at a scale of 1:50 and in section at a scale of 
1:20. A photographic record was made of features digitally and using colour slide and 
black and white film.  
 
Different deposits encountered, archaeological or otherwise, were described and given 
separate context numbers (see Appendix 2). These are expressed as four-digit 
numbers, e.g. 0001 to 0051. 
 
Finds recovered from the excavation were assigned to their archaeological context 
and recorded using the appropriate context number. All finds were inspected, cleaned 
and analysed at the County Council Archaeological Service office in Bury St 
Edmunds. 
 
The site archive is deposited with the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service 
at Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds. The site archive has been assigned the County Sites 
and Monuments Record (S.M.R.) reference number CAC 030. 
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3. Results  
 
Trench 1 
 
This trench was initially proposed to run along the hedgeline parallel with St Peter’s 
Road. The depth of deposit encountered at Trench 1c (first dug) led to the 
repositioning of the trench at Trench 1a. When the large feature 0006 was shown to 
go beyond the limits of the trench, the Trench 1b was positioned at right-angles to the 
others to reveal the full extent of this large feature and its relationship with changes in 
the local slope of the land. 
 
Trench 1a. This trench was aligned SW-NE and was 20.5m long. The deep topsoil of 
c.550mm thickness, 0002, lay directly over clean, chalky clay natural, indicating a 
degree of truncation that had shortened the soil profile followed by hillwash 
accumulations. 
 
Pit 0004. This feature was encountered c.5m from the SW end of the trench. It had a 
width of 1.3m and depth of 350mm and had a mid brown silty clay fill, 0005. Finds 
recovered included pottery of possible Early Saxon or medieval date, fired clay and a 
flint flake. It appeared in section that this pit was cut by feature 0006. Given the 
suspected soil truncation in this area (see above) it is probable that this feature could 
have been considerably deeper originally. 
 
Feature 0006. This large ditch or pit ran with the trench starting along the SE edge at 
c.6m from the SW end it gradually crossed the trench, arriving at the NW edge of the 
trench at its far end. This feature was not excavated in this trench. 
 
Trench 1b. Positioned between the other segments of trench 1, and at right-angles to 
the hedgeline, this trench was 11m long and excavated to a depth of 900mm. At this 
depth, the deposits encountered belonged to the fill of 0006, and a find of yellow ware 
pottery indicates a 19th or 20th Century date for this pit. The edge of this feature was 
encountered at c.1m from the NW end of the trench, indicating a change in edge 
orientation from that observed in nearby Trench 1a. 
 
Trench 1c.  This short trench of 3m length, on the same line as Trench 1a, 
encountered the fill of feature 0006. At this point the fill was fully excavated by 
machine and natural boulder clay deposits were not encountered until a depth of 1.8m. 
 
The large feature 0006 appears to run along the edge of the St Peter’s Road, possibly 
as a roadside ditch but its considerable width seen in Trench 1b and its significant 
depth observed in Trench 1c, indicate that it is more likely to be a large pit, possibly a 
quarry or marl pit. The change in ground slope from the end of Trenches 2 and 3 
towards the road, and the degree of soil truncation, noted above, all indicate this to be 
an area of considerable, and probably fairly recent, disturbance. 
 
Trench 2 
 
This trench was orientated SE-NW and was 50m long. At c.20m from the SE end the 
underlying natural changed from chalky boulder clay to mottled yellow and brown 
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sand. Top- and subsoils, 0002 and 0003, were thinner over the clay natural, so here 
the trench need only be excavated to a depth of 400mm. Over the sand, however, the 
soils were thicker and more developed and the trench was excavated to a depth of 
600mm to reveal the underlying natural. The following discussion of the features 
encountered starts from the SE end. 
 
Ditch 0008. This ditch was SW-NE running with an open U-profile and a width of 
900mm and a depth of 250mm. Its fill consisted of light grey brown sandy clay. No 
finds were recovered from this feature. 
 
Ditch 0010. Orientated ENE-WSW, this feature had steep, convex sides and a narrow 
flat base with a width of 700mm and a depth of 350mm. Its fill was mid brown grey 
silty clay with no finds apparent.  
 
Post-hole 0012. A small, circular feature with a diameter of 380mm and a depth of 
120mm. No finds were contained in its fill of mid brown grey silty clay. 
 
Ditch 0014. Like ditch 0010, orientated ENE-WSW and with a V-profile of 1m width 
and a depth of 450mm. This feature was cut through the sandy natural and thus had a 
fill of mottled mid brown silty sand. No finds were recovered from this feature. 
 
Finds 0025. These unstratified lead nails or bolts were recovered by metal detector 
from the topsoil of the NW end of the trench. 
 
Trench 3 
 
This trench was 55m long and was orientated SE-NW. As with Trench 2, the 
underlying natural changed from clay to sand, in this case at about 15m from the SE 
end. At this end the trench was c.400mm deep, becoming 700mm deep at the opposite 
end, where the sandy natural had encouraged deeper soil formation. Also, as with 
Trenches 1 and 2, a degree of truncation is suspected along the whole of the SE end of 
the site. The discussion of features and deposits starts from the SE: 
 
Feature 0016. At c.5m from the end of the trench a NW-SE running elongated pit or 
possible ditch butt-end with a width of 380mm and depth of 180mm. The fill of light 
yellow brown clay with occasional charcoal, contained fragments of cattle bone and a 
burnt flint. 
 
Pit 0018. At c.17m from the end of the trench a wide, shallow cut, partly revealed in 
the trench base, and with a width of 1.7m and a depth of 200mm. Its brown silty sand 
fill contained no finds. 
 
?Pit 0020 and Ditch 0022. An ENE-WSW running ditch (?continuation of 0014) with 
a possible pit or irregularity along its edge. The pit was 250mm deep and the ditch 
had a depth of 500mm. As no cutting relationship could be detected between the two 
features and they appeared to share the same fill, in total their width was 1.2m. The 
fill of both consisted of mid brown silty sand; no finds were recovered from either 
feature. 
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Layer 0026. A spread of material noticed to the NW of ditch 0022. This deposit 
appeared to run along the edge of the trench and was initially thought to be a ditch or 
linear feature, but as it appears to extend into Trench 4 it is more likely to be a spread 
or layer. It consisted of mottled mid and dark brown silty sand, and in places it 
became darker and more intense and it is possible that these were locations of 
individual features. Where this deposit was sampled, 0027, 0028 and 0029, it 
appeared as shallow features, but it might more likely be a series of undulations or 
hollows within the layer. The unstratified flints, 0024, of Mesolithic and Neolithic / 
Early Bronze Age type, probably originate from layer 0026. Sample excavations from 
this context recovered fired clay from 0027, pottery and flints of Early Bronze Age 
type from 0028, and two sherds of Beaker from 0029 (see figure 2). 
 
Pit 0030. Possibly another hollow or undulation in the general spread 0026, this did 
appear as a separate feature and could cut the layer. Its maximum width was 1.4m and 
it had a depth of 22mm. Its fill consisted of mid to dark grey silty sand and contained 
burnt stone and flint of (Later?) Bronze Age character. 
 
Trench 4  
 
This trench was 11.5m long and extended to the SW from Trench 3 in order to detect 
the full extent of layer 0026. This layer appeared to extend to c.2m from the SW end 
of the trench. Again it was very mottled and patchy, as in Trench 3, but in this case it 
was decided not to sample the layer. Pottery 0032, of Later Iron Age type, was 
recovered from this deposit during machining. The unstratified finds 0033, which 
included Neolithic pottery, a very large flint flake, also probably Neolithic, and a 
piece of undated worked limestone, could have originated from this layer. 
 
Trench 5  
 
This trench was 21m long and orientated SE-NW. The trench was on average 400mm 
deep and the natural changed from being sand at the extreme SE end becoming clay 
for the rest of the trench. This trench contained a series of features, at least one of 
them dating to the Late Saxon period, concentrated in the SE half of the trench. 
Features discussed will start from the SE end: 
 
Ditch 0034. A large, SW-NE running feature, with an open U-profile. This ditch was 
excavated by machine because of its size and depth, with all upcast soil examined for 
finds; although none were found. The base of the ditch was not excavated by machine, 
nor was it thought safe to enter this feature to excavate by hand. This feature was 
c.3m wide, and over 1.7m deep from the present ground surface. The fill was light to 
mid brown silty sand, similar to the subsoil present in this part of the trench. 
 
Ditch 0040. Also SW-NE orientated, with a steep SE edge, flat base and a slightly 
undercut NW edge. The fill consisted of mid grey brown clay silt sand with moderate 
charcoal flecks. Finds included sherds of Late Saxon pottery, fired clay and bone. 
 
?Pit 0036. This feature looked like a ditch but as it did not have parallel sides, it might 
have been a pit. It had shallow edges and a flat base, with a maximum width of 1.2m 
and a depth of 100mm. Its fill consisted of mid brown grey silty clay with a find of 
flint, possibly of Neolithic date. 
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Post-hole 0038. Circular in shape with concave sides and base with a diameter of 
400mm and a depth of 100mm. This feature was positioned along the edge of 0036 
and had a similar fill of mid brown grey silty clay. 
 
Pit 0042. A circular, steep-sided feature with a rounded base and a diameter of 1.2m 
and a depth of 750mm. Its fill was mid grey brown silty clay and its finds included 
probable Bronze Age pottery and fragments of fired clay, some of which might 
belong to a loom weight. 
 
Ditch 0044. A narrow, straight-sided slot or ditch, SE-NW running, with an open U-
profile and a width of 400mm and depth of 140mm. The fill was a mid brown silty 
clay with no finds recovered.  
 
Ditch 0048. An E-W running ditch with a width of 500mm and depth of 300mm. The 
fill was mid brown grey silty clay with no finds. The fill of this feature was cut by the 
narrow ditch 0044. 
 
Trench 6  
 
A SE-NW orientated trench of 21m length and machine excavated to a depth of 
450mm to reveal clay natural. Besides a single ditch of archaeological interest, the 
NW end of the trench revealed considerable ground disturbance caused by modern 
pitting. 
 
Ditch 0046. An E-W running feature with a vertical S edge and a concave N edge and 
a width of 500mm and depth of 300mm. The fill, which contained a flint of possible 
Bronze Age type, was light brown clay silty sand. 
 
Pit 0050. This large, probably machine excavated, pit occupied the last 8m of the 
trench, and contained alternating bands of loam and clean sand. 
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4. Finds by Sue Anderson 
 
Introduction 
Table 1 shows the quantities of finds collected during the evaluation.  A full 
quantification by context is included as Appendix 3. 
 

Find type No. Wt/g 
Pottery 18 165 
Fired clay 16 134 
Stone 1 1239 
Worked flint 18 339 
Burnt flint/stone 4 332 
Iron 4 310 
Lead 2 57 
Animal bone 51 77 

Table 1. Finds quantities. 
Pottery 
Eighteen sherds of pottery were collected, the majority of prehistoric date.  Table 2 
lists the pottery by context (prehistoric pottery identified by E. Martin). 
 

OP no Context Description Date 
0005 0004 Base sherd from ?wheelmade or coil-built vessel with thick walls and flat base.  Sandy 

buff fabric.  Date uncertain. 
ESax or 
Med? 

0007 0006 Yellow ware jug handle. 19-20 c. 
0028 0026 Small undecorated sherd containing red grog and burnt flint, and decorated oxidised body 

sherd in fine sandy fabric with impressed zig-zag lines. 
EBA 

0029 0026 Two sherds of a beaker, slightly reduced/burnt? Decorated with impressed lines in 
horizontal bands of chevrons and cross-hatching (Figure 2). 

EBA 

0032 0026 Two sherds of a shouldered vessel with plain upright rim, tempered with sand and very 
fine burnt flint, and an abraded sand tempered sherd. 

Later IA? 

0033 0026? Four sherds tempered with very coarse flint and oxidised externally. Neo?? 
0041 0040 Thetford ware rim and three body sherds. LSax 
0043 0042 Tiny fine sandy sherd containing red grog. EBA? 

Table 2.  Pottery by context. 
 

 
Figure 2.  Beaker sherds from 0029. 
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Fired clay 
Seven fragments of chalk-tempered fired clay were collected from 0005 in association 
with Early Saxon or medieval pottery. 
 
Sand-tempered oxidised fragments which are likely to be of prehistoric date were 
found in 0027 (layer 0026), 0041 and 0043 (features 0040 and 0042).  The latter also 
produced four pieces with flint tempering, perhaps fragments of an object such as a 
loomweight. 
 
Flint 
Worked flint 
by Colin Pendleton 
 
Eighteen worked flints were collected from seven contexts.  Table 3 lists the flint 
assemblage by context. 
 

OP no Context Description Date 
0005 0004 1 utilised squat flake with hinge fracture, some cortex, parallel flake scars, hand 

hammer struck, black flint, unpat. 
BA 

0024 0026? 1 double platform small flake core, at least one hinge fractured flake, some cortex, 
medium brown and light grey patch, unpat. 
1 snapped flake, medium grey, unpat. 
1 longish blade, pale/medium grey patinated with unpat. edge retouch in places. 

Neo/EBA 
 
Neo/BA 
Mes? & 
Neo/BA 

0028 0026 1 semi-circular scraper on hinge-fractures squat flake, obtuse striking platform, 
cortex, medium/dark grey. 
1 flake, pale blue-grey, either patinated or natural colour? 
 
3 flakes, 2 squat, 1 with hinge fracture, 2 with cortex, 2 black, 1 medium brown. 

BA 
 
Mes? or later 
preh? 
BA 

0031 0030 1 scraper on very poorly struck primary flake, cortex, dark brown/grey. 
5 flakes, all squat, 2 with very obtuse striking platforms, 3 with pronounced ripples, 4 
with cortex. 

 
?later BA 

0033 0026? Very large secondary flake with retouch along one edge, well controlled flaking, 
some cortex, dark brown/black, unpat. 

Neo? 

0037 0036 Snapped flake/blade, parallel flake scars, medium greys, unpat. Neo? 
0047 0046 1 largeish flake with irregular retouch in small areas on both faces, one icipient cone 

or percussion, black, unpat. 
BA? 

Table 3.  Flint by context. 
 

At least two phases are represented by the flint assemblage.  The first is evident from 
the patinated blade (0024), which has subsequently been re-utilised with unpatinated 
retouch on some of the edges.  Another piece (0028) may also be heavily patinated, 
though it could also be a flint that is naturally a pale blue/grey.  Both of the possible 
patinated flints occur in contexts which also contain unpatinated material and 
represent re-utilised and possibly residual finds. 
 
The unpatinated flints may also be of more than one phase, the earliest of which is 
likely to be Neolithic or Early Bronze Age — for example a well struck retouched 
flake from 0033, a small flake core in 0024 and a snapped flake/blade from 0037.  
Material from contexts 0005, 0028 and 0031, however, may suggest a later date — 
almost certainly no earlier than Early Bronze Age — with a preponderance of squat, 
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poorly struck flakes with obtuse striking platforms, pronounced ripples or hinge 
fractures. 
 
Burnt flint/stone 
Only four pieces of burnt flint were collected, a single small fragment from 0017 (pit 
0016) and three pieces from 0031 (pit 0030), the latter in association with a worked 
flint dated to the ?later Bronze Age. 
 
Stone 
One piece of fine grained limestone was found in 0033 (layer 0026?).  This seemed to 
be part of a worked sub-rectangular block.  There was one smooth flat face, the other 
side being heavily eroded.  The date is uncertain. 
 
Metalwork 
Two lead objects were unstratified finds.  A short cylindrical weight with concave 
sides (46g, 21mm diameter) had corroded iron at its centre.  A tongue-shaped flat 
piece appeared to have two ?rivet holes at its broken end and may be a strap end or a 
model for one. 
 
Four large lead nails or bolts, probably of post-medieval date, were collected from the 
topsoil from the NW end of Trench 2 (0025). 
 
Animal bone 
The few fragments of animal bone from this site were generally poorly preserved.  
Twenty fragments of a single cattle metapodial were found in 0017, there were 30+ 
tiny unidentified fragments from 0024, and a small piece, possibly from a sheep/goat 
mandible, was found in 0041. 
 
Discussion of the finds evidence 
 
The finds assemblage from the evaluation provides evidence for activity during the 
Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age.  Clusters of prehistoric finds were 
identified particularly in Trench 3 and Trench 5, mostly dated to the Neolithic/Early 
Bronze Age. 
 
One sand-tempered potsherd from Trench 1 appeared handmade and may be Early 
Saxon, although a medieval date is also possible.  Sherds of Late Saxon Thetford-type 
ware were collected from Trench 5.  Later material was generally unstratified, 
although a modern jug handle was collected from a ditch in Trench 1. 
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5. Conclusions 
 
The site has revealed finds evidence from the Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze and Iron 
Ages, Saxon and modern periods. Features of possible archaeological potential have 
been found in all trenches with those of particular interest in Trenches 3, 4 and 5. 
 
The area adjacent to St. Peter’s Road has been highly disturbed. The obvious break in 
slope in this area and a truncated soil profile, seen in Trench 1a and in the SE ends of 
Trenches 2 and 3, are thought to be associated with the large feature, possibly a marl 
pit, 0006. Pottery of the 19th or 20th Century recovered from this feature indicate an 
early modern origin for this extremely large pit or ditch. 
 
Despite the level of disturbance along the road frontage, at least one feature of 
archaeological interest survived, pit 0004. This contained pottery of Early Saxon (or 
possibly medieval) date and a number of pieces of fired clay, possibly daub from a 
building. Given the degree of truncation over this part of the site it is expected that 
only deep features, such as this pit, survive. 
 
Trench 2 revealed three ditches crossing its path, none containing datable finds. Ditch 
0008 appears to be running parallel with St. Peter’s Road and might be of medieval or 
post-medieval origin, but the other two ditches, both running ENE-WSW, appear to 
be an a different, and possibly earlier, alignment. 
 
Along the NE hedge, the concentration of features becomes denser in Trench 3. A 
spread or layer of occupation debris, 0026 in this trench and Trench 4 was also 
recognised. A long period of occupation is anticipated in this area, with finds 
recovered from the Neolithic, Early and Later Bronze, and Later Iron Ages. 
 
Adjacent to the barns, Trench 5 revealed another concentration of features in its SE 
half, including the very substantial, but undated, ditch 0034. Other features of 
probable prehistoric (?Bronze Age) date are in this vicinity, but at least one feature, 
ditch 0040, was dated by Thetford ware pottery to the Late Saxon period. 
 
In the northern corner of the site, Trench 6 revealed a single ditch of possible 
prehistoric date. The NW end of the trench revealed the large pit 0050 indicating that 
this was an area of considerable modern disturbance.  
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6. Recommendations 
 
It is suggested that area excavation be conducted in two locations. The first of these is 
in the vicinity of the prehistoric occupation spread 0026, revealed in Trenches 3 and 4 
along the NE edge of the site. Up to 700mm of overburden would have to be removed 
from this area to reveal the underlying deposits. The second area would have at its 
centre the SE end of Trench 5. This revealed evidence for prehistoric and Saxon 
occupation. Remains of structures might be encountered in either of these areas. 
 
It should be highlighted that the area between Trenches 3 and 5 could not be 
evaluated. This was the location of vehicle access to the field and also of a fenced-off 
area between the barn and the hedge. It is hoped that some provision is made to 
investigate this area, either by monitoring or by the placing of linear trenches between 
the two area excavations proposed. 
 
Other areas of interest have revealed either undated archaeological features or dated 
features in areas of disturbance. The first such area is along the SW edge of the site 
(Trench 2). The second is along the frontage of St. Peter’s Road (Trench 1a in 
particular). These areas should be monitored if they are disturbed by development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any opinions expressed in this report about the need for further archaeological work are those of the 
Field Projects Division alone. The need for further work will be determined by the Local Planning 
Authority and its archaeological advisors when a planning application is registered. Suffolk County 
Council’s archaeological contracting service cannot accept responsibility for inconvenience caused to 
clients should the Planning Authority take a different view to that expressed in the report. 
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Figure 5: Sections of Excavated Features
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APPENDIXl

SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICE - CONSERVATION TEAM

Briefand Specification for an Archaeological Evaluation

ST PETER'S ROAD, CARLTON COLVILLE

1. Background

1.1 The developer has asked for an archaeological brief for this area (letter 13 January
2003 ref: MCD/J Plouviez/MJR).

1.2 Should planning consent be sought, the Local Planning Authority will be advised that
any consent should be conditional upon an agreed programme of work taking place
before development begins (pPG 16, paragraph 30 condition). An archaeological
evaluation of the application area will be required as the first part of such a
programme of archaeological work; decisions on the need for, and scope of, any
further work will be based upon the evaluation.

1.3 The proposed development area is adjacent to Carlton Hall which is believed to be an
early Hall site and within 70m of the medieval churchyard and church. There is high
potential for the site to lie within the medieval settlement 'core with archaeological
deposits likely to include settlement evidence. There is a short length of frontage onto
a road which is likely to have medieval origins. Past investigations within lkrn of the
Hall site have produced evidence of dispersed medieval settlement which is assumed
to be focused upon the church. Adjacent development on or near the Hall site (e.g.
W/1299/5) have received similar archaeological conditions.

1.4 All arrangements for the field evaluation of the site, the timing of the work, access to
the site, the definition of the precise area of landholding and area for proposed
development are to be defined and negotiated with the commissioning body.

1.5 In accordance with the standards and guidance produced by the Institute of Field'
Archaeologists this brief should not be considered sufficient to enable the total
execution of the project. A Project Design or Written Scheme of Investigation
(PDIWSI) based upon this brief and the accompanying outline specification of
minimum requirements, is an essential requirement. This must be submitted by the
developers, or their agent, to the Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service of
Suffolk County Council (Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR; telephone/fax:
01284 352443) for approval. The work must not commence until this office has
approved both the archaeological contractor as suitable to undertake the work, and the
PDIWSI as satisfactory. The PD/WSI will provide the basis for measurable standards
and will be used to establish whether the requirements of the planning condition will
be adequately met

2. Brief for the Archaeological Evaluation

2.1 Establish whether any archaeological deposit exists in the area, with particular regard
to any which are of sufficient importance to merit preservation in situ [at the discretion
of the developer].
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2.2 Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit within
the application area, together with its likely 'extent, localised depth and quality of
preservation.

2.3 Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of masking
colluvial/alluvial deposits.

2.4 Establish whether waterlogged organic deposits are likely to be present in the proposal
area.

2.5 Provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy,
dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices,
timetables and orders of cost.

2.6 This project will be carried through in a manner broadly consistent with English
Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (MAP2), all stages will
follow a process of assessment and justification before proceeding to the next phase of
the project. Field evaluation is to be followed by the preparation of a full archive, and
an assessment of potential. Any further excavation required as mitigation is to be
followed by the preparation of a full archive, and an assessment of potential, analysis
and final report preparation may follow. Each stage will be the subject of a further
briefand updated project design, this document covers only the evaluation stage.

2.7 The developer or his archaeologist will give the Conservation Team of the
Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council (address as above) five working
days notice of the commencement of ground works on the site, in order that the work
ofthe archaeological contractor may be monitored.

2.8 An outline specification, which defines certain minimum criteria, is set out below.

3. Specification

3.1 Examine the area for earthworks e.g. banks, ponds, ditches. If present these are to be
recorded in plan at 1:2500, with appropriate sections. A record should be made of the
topographic setting of the site (e.g. slope, plateau etc). The Conservation Team of
SCC Archaeological Service must be consulted if earthworks are present and before
proceeding to the excavation of any trial trenches.

3.5 Trial trenches are to be excavated to cover a minimum 5% by area of the entire site
and shall be positioned to sample all parts of the site. Linear trenches are thought to
be the most appropriate sampling method. Trenches are to be a minimum of 1.8m
wide unless special circumstances can be demonstrated. Ifexcavation is mechanised a
toothless 'ditching bucket' at least 1.2m wide must be used. The trench design must be
approved by the Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service before field work
begins.

3.6 The topsoil may be mechanically removed using an appropriate machine fitted with
toothless bucket and other equipment. All machine excavation is to be under the .
direct control and supervision of an archaeologist. The topsoil should be examined for
archaeological material.
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3.7 The top of the first archaeological deposit may be cleared by machine, but must then
be cleaned off by hand. There is a presumption that excavation of all archaeological
deposits will be done by hand unless it can be shown there will not be a loss of
evidence by using a machine. The decision as to the proper method of further
excavation will be made by the senior project archaeologist with regard to the nature
of the deposit.

3.8 In all evaluation excavation there is a presumption of the need to cause the minimum
disturbance to the site consistent with adequate evaluation; that significant
archaeological features, e.g. solid or bonded structural remains, building slots or post
holes, should be preserved intact even if fills are sampled.

3.9 There must be sufficient excavation to give clear evidence for the period, depth and
nature of an archaeological deposit. The depth and nature of colluvial or other
masking deposits must be established across the site.

3.10 The contractor shall provide details of the sampling strategies for retrieving artefacts,
biological remains (for palaeoenvironmental and palaeoeconomic investigations), and
samples of sediments and/or soils (for micromorphological and other
pedological/sedimentological analyses. Advice on the appropriateness of the proposed
strategies will be sought from P Murphy, English Heritage Regional Adviser for
Archaeological Science (East of England). A guide to sampling archaeological
deposits (Murphy and Wiltshire 1994) isavailable.

3.11 Any natural subsoil surface revealed should be hand cleaned and examined for
archaeological deposits and artefacts.· Sample excavation of any archaeological
features revealed may be necessary in order to gauge their date and character.

3.12 Metal detector searches must take place at all stages of the excavation by an
experienced detector user.

3.13 All fmds will be collected and processed (unless variations in this principle are agreed
with the Conservation Team of SCC Archaeological Service during the course of the
evaluation).

3.14 Human remains must be left in situ except in those cases where damage or desecration
are to be expected, or in the event that analysis of the remains is shown to be a
requirement of satisfactory evaluation of the site. However, the excavator should be
aware of, and comply with, the provisions of Section 25 of the Burial Act 1857.

3.15 Plans of the archaeological features on the site are to be drawn at 1:20 or 1:50,
depending on the complexity of the data to be recorded. Sections should be drawn at
1:10 or 1:20 again depending on the complexity to be recorded. Any variations from
this must be agreed with the Conservation Team.

3.16 A photographic record of the work is to be made, consisting of both monochrome
photographs and colour transparencies.

3.17 Topsoil, subsoil and archaeological deposit to be kept separate during excavation to
allow sequential backfilling of excavations.
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4. General Management

4.1 A timetable for all stages of the project must be agreed before the first stage of work
commences, including monitoring by the Conservation Team of SCC Archaeological
Service.

4.2 The composition of the project staff must be detailed and agreed (this is to include any
subcontractors).

4.3 A general Health and Safety Policy must be provided, with detailed risk assessment
and management strategy for this particular site.

4.4 No initial survey to detect public utility or other services has taken place. The
responsibility for this rests with the archaeological contractor.

4.5 The Institute of Field Archaeologists' Standard and Guidance for Archaeological
Desk-based Assessments and for Field Evaluations should be used for additional
guidance in the execution of the project and in drawing up the report.

5. Report Requirements

5.1 An archive of all records and finds must be prepared consistent with the principles of
English Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (particularly
Appendix 3.1 and Appendix 4.1).

5.2 The data recording methods and conventions used must be consistent with, and
approved by, the County Sites and Monuments Record.

5.3 The objective account of the archaeological evidence must be clearly distinguished
from its archaeological interpretation.

6.4 An opinion as to the necessity for further evaluation and its scope may be given. No
further site work should be embarked upon until the primary fieldwork results are
assessed and the need for further work is established

5.5 Reports on specific areas of specialist study must include sufficient detail to permit
assessment of potential for analysis, including tabulation of data by context, and must
include non-technical summaries.

5.6 The Report must include a discussion and an assessment of the archaeological
evidence. Its conclusions must include a clear statement of the archaeological potential
of the site, and the significance of that potential in the context of the Regional
Research Framework (East Anglian Archaeology, Occasional Papers 3 & 8, 1997 and
2000).

5.7 Finds must be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK Institute of
Conservators Guidelines. The finds, as an indissoluble part of the site archive, should
be deposited with the County SMR if the landowner can be persuaded to agree to this.
If this is not possible for all or any part of the finds archive, then provision must be
made for additional recording (e.g. photography, illustration, analysis) as appropriate.
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5.10 County SMR sheets must be completed, as per the county SMR manual, for all sites
. where archaeological finds and/or features are located.

This brief and specification remains valid for 12 months from the above date. If work
is not carried out in full within that time this document will lapse; the authority should
be notified and a revised brief and specification may be issued.

5

5.8 The site archive is to be deposited with the County SMR within three months of the
completion of fieldwork. It will then become publicly accessible.

If the work defined by this brief forms a part of a programme of archaeological work
required by a Planning Condition, the results must be considered by the Conservation
Team of the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council, who have the
responsibility for advising the appropriate Planning Authority.

Tel: 01284352441

Reference: Specfw-CarltonOl

5.9 Where positive conclusions are drawn from a project (whether it be evaluation or
excavation) a summary report, in the established format, suitable for inclusion in the
annual 'Archaeology in Suffolk' section of the Proceedings ofthe Suffolk Institute for
Archaeology, must be prepared. It should be included in the project report, or
submitted to the Conservation Team, by the end of the calendar year in which the
evaluation work takes place, whichever is the sooner.

Date: 29 January 2003

Specification by: R D Carr

Suffolk County Council
Archaeological Service Conservation Team
Environment and Transport Department
Shire Hall
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk JP33 2AR
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Appendix 2: CAC 030 Context List ,,- .....-..

OPNO CONTEXT

0001 0001

0002 0002

0003 0003

0004 0004

0005 0004

0006 0006

0007 0006

0008 0008

0009 0008

0010 0010

0011 0010

0012 0012

0013 0012

0014 0014

0015 0014

0016 0016

0017 0016

TRENCH

Tla

Tla

Tl

Tl

1'2

1'2

1'2

1'2

1'2

1'2

1'2

1'2

T3

T3

IDENTIFIER

finds

layer

layer

pit cut

pit fill

?ditch cut

?ditch fill

ditch cut

ditch fill

ditch cut

ditch fill

post-hole cut

post-hole fill

ditch cut

ditch fill

pit cut

pit fill

DESCRIPTION

Unstratified finds

Topsoil- all trenches

Subsoil - all trenches

Irregular shaped pit with steep sides and flat base; max width: Urn, depth: c.350mm; in
area ofprobable considerable ground truncation, so could be base of a much deeper
feature

Mid brown silty clay; ?Ips ware and fired clay finds; probably cut by ditch 0006 - hence
grey clay fill over top offeature (see section).

Large feature with SW-NE edge in Tla and machine excavated to c.1.8m in Tlc; roadside
quarry or ditch?

Mid brown grey silty clay, one small piece modern pottery.

SW-NE running ditch, width: 900mm, depth: 250mm.

Light grey brown silty sandy clay with dark orange flecks becoming light yellowy brown
silty clay to base; no finds.

ENE-WSW running ditch, width: 700mm, depth: 350mm.

Mid brown grey yellow silty clay, no finds.

Round, concave sides and base; diam: 380mm, depth: 120mm.

Mid brown grey silty clay, no finds.

ENE-WSW running ditch; width: 1m, depth: 450mm.

Mottled mid brown silty sand and orange brown silty sand; no finds.

SE-NW running elongated feature, possible ditch butt-end; width 380mm, depth 180mm.

Light yellowy brown clay, occasional charcoal; animal bone finds.
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OPNO CONTEXT TRENCH IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION

0018 0018 T3 pit cut Wide, shallow cut; width: 1.7m,depth: 20Omm.

0019 0018 T3 pit fill Brown silty sand; no finds.

0020 0020 T3 pit cut Small, circular feature on the edge of ditch 0022; width: c.350mm,depth: 25Omm.

0021 0020 T3 pit fill Same as 0023 but with lense of yellow sand across base offeature; no finds.

0022 0022 T3 ditch cut ENE-WSW running ditch; width: c.800mm,depth: 500mm.

0023 0022 T3 ditch fill Mid brown silty sand; no finds,

0024 0026? T3 finds Unstratified finds from the 10mNW ofditch 0022, probably from layer 0026; 3 flints (not
sure why there is a bag of bone frags with this number?).

0025 0025 T2 finds Unstratifiednails from IOm of NW end oftrench, probably from topsoil.

0026 0026 T3+4 layer Spread (or ditch) with irregularedge running along edge ofT3, consisting of mottled mid
brown silty sand with dark brown patches, possibly features,but all indistinct.

0027 0026 T3 deposit Sample section through spread/ditch0026; finds: burnt stone.

0028 0026 T3 deposit Sample section through spread/ditch0026; finds: pot + flint.

0029 0026 T3 deposit Sample section through spread/ditch0026, possible butt-end?; finds: pot (highly
decorated - Beaker?).

0030 0030 T3 pit cut Irregular sided feature, possiblypart of the spread 0026; max width: lAm, depth: 220mm.

0031 0030 T3 pit fill Mid grey to dark brown grey silty sand; finds: burnt stone + flakes.

0032 0026 T4 finds Pot recovered from 0026 during machiningofT4.

0033 0026? T4 finds Unsratifiedfinds from T4, probablyfrom layer 0026

0034 0034 T5 ditch cut Very large, SW-NE running ditch, excavatedby machine; width: c.3m, depth (from
ground level): 1.7m+,not fully excavated.

0035 0034 T5 ditch fill Light to mid brown silty sand; no finds.

0036 0036 T5 ditch cut Shallow, flat-bottomed, SW-NErunning ditch; width: lm, depth: lOOmm'

0037 0036 T5 ditch fill Mid brown grey silty clay; finds: flint.

0038 0038 T5 post-holecut Circular, concave sides and base, along edge ofditch 0036; diam: 400mm, depth: 100mm

Page 2 of3
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OPNO CONTEXT TRENCH IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION

0039 0038 T5 post-hole fill Same as 0037; no finds.

0040 0040 T5 ditch cut Steep-sided, flat-bottomed, SW-NE running ditch; width: 700mm, depth: 550mm.

0041 0040 T5 ditch fill Mid grey brown, clay silt sand with moderate charcoal flecks; finds: pot, bone + fired clay.

0042 0042 T5 pit cut Circular, steep-sided feature with edges more gentle to top and rounded base; diam: 1.2m,
depth: 750mm.

0043 0042 T5 pit fill Mid grey brown, slightly silty clay; finds: brick/tile from top, burnt clay from bottom of
fill.

0044 0044 T5 ditch cut Narrow slot or ditch; width: 40Omm,depth: 140mm

0045 0044 T5 ditch fill Mid brown silty clay; no finds.

0046 0046 T6 ditch cut Irregular sided, E-W running ditch; width: 500mm, depth: 300mm.

0047 0046 T6 ditch fill Light brown clay sily sand; finds - flint.

0048 0048 T5 ditch cut E-W running ditch, deep-sided with irregular base, width: 750mm, depth: 45mm.

0049 0048 T5 ditch fill Mid brown grey silty clay; no finds.

0050 0050 T5 pit cut Large modem pit NW end of trench.

0051 0050 T5 pit fill Alternate bands of loam and clean sand.
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Appendix 3: CAC 030 bulk finds 15-Apr-03

OPNo Pottery
No Wt

Fired clay
No Wt

Flint
No Wt

Burnt flint
No Wt

Stone
No Wt

Animal bone Miscellaneous
No Wt

Spotdate

0001 2 Ph (0.057) D/S..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
0005 I 0.045 7 0.064 I 0.012 ESax or Med??............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
0007 I 0.023 19th·20th c.............................. ~ ~ .
.~?!.~ ~ ~~~~~ ~~ ~~~?? p.r.t:.~?7 .
0024 3 0.066 30 0.001 NeolEBA..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
.~?~.~ , ~.~~.~?~~!.~~ ~~~~ .
0027 I 0.006 h?..............................•••.•..........•..........................................•..•............................................................................•.....................................................................P.r.t:..: .
0028 2 0.005 5 0.020 EBA........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
.~?~.~ ~ ~~~~~ ~~.~ .
0031 6 0.082 3 0.324 LBA?................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................:.- .
.~?~.~ ~ ~~?~!. !~!~~.~7 .
0033 4 0.007 I 0.135 I 1.239 Neo?...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... " .
0037 I 0.004 Neo?............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................: .
0041 4 0.033 I 0.001 1 0.001 LSax...................................................................................... ~ .
.~?~.~ ! q~q? ?.•....?:??~ , ~~? .
0047 I 0.020 BA?............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

bulkjinds

18 0.165 16 0.134 18 0.339 4 0.332 1 1.239 51 0.077
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