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Summary 
An archaeological monitoring was carried out during the excavation of a pipeline trench in 30 
Acre Field, RAF Mildenhall.  Seven ditches and three pits were found, with one pit being 
prehistoric in date. 
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Introduction 
The site of the pipeline was located at the northern end of the present 30 Acre Field, an area that 
was wooded until recently. It is in an area of archaeological interest, with two sites (MNL 479 
and 490) to the south-west and north (Fig. 1). The excavation at Catchwater Drain (MNL 479, 
Caruth 1996), to the south-west, located intensive Roman settlement, while the evaluation MNL 
490 (Gill 1996), to the north, indicates occupation during the Bronze/Iron Age with no evidence 
of Roman activity. As the pipeline was being excavated over a fairly large area between the two 
previous archaeological sites, it may have been possible to identify the limits of the Bronze/Iron 
Age occupation to the north and the Roman settlement to the south.  
 
Methodology 
The excavation of the pipeline trench was carried out by a JCB using either a two or one metre 
wide ditching bucket.  The trench was initially stripped to the depth of the archaeology.  Any 
identified features were then investigated before the trench was excavated to its full depth.  The 
total length of the trench was approximately 400m.  All features were fully sectioned and 
recorded and any finds were recovered. 
 
Results 
A total of ten features were located within the trench (Fig. 2 and Table 1).  Pit 0001 (fill 0002) 
and layer 0004 were the only features to contain any finds, both of which are possibly 
prehistoric in date.  Pit 0001, a large oval in plan containing a light grey sand fill (0002), 
contained two sherds of probably prehistoric handmade pottery and one complete cow tibia.  
The pottery was dark grey with burnt flint and coarse quartz tempering. 
 
The only other context to contain any finds was layer 0004, a mid to dark brown sand which 
overlay circular pit 0003.  Layer 0004 contained five fragments of animal bone, including two 
small fragments of large mammal jaw, one cow scapula (chopped), the proximal half of a horse 
radius (chopped) and the shaft of a tibia (possibly dog). The date of this layer is possibly 
prehistoric, based on the dark brown staining of the bones. 



 
OP No. Feature Identifier Description 
0001 0001 Pit Cut Cut of large oval pit/ditch butt end. Extends beyond southern limits of the 

trench. Gentle sloping sides with curved base. 
0002 0001 Pit Fill Light grey sand with some mid to dark grey staining. Some animal 

disturbance. Fill of 0001. 
0003 0003 Pit Cut Very little visible as located in very corner of trench. Extends beyond trench 

to north and west. Circular in plan. Gently sloping sides with curving base. 
Recorded as part of section 0005. Under layer 0004. 

0004 0004 Layer Mid to dark brown sand layer, with pale brown sand patches, over pit 0003. 
Slumps into top of pit 0003. 

0005 0005 Section North-south section through pit 0003 and layer 0004. Includes trench profile 
in photograph and drawing. 

0006 0003 Pit Fill Fill of pit 0003 in section 0005. Mixed grey sand and yellowish chalk 
fragments. No finds. 

0007 0007 Pit Cut Cut of possible pit. Circular in plan. Shallow U-shape section with curved 
base. Badly disturbed. Unclear if natural or archaeological. 

0008 0007 Pit Fill Fill of possible pit 0007. Dark brown sand. No finds. 
0009 0009 Ditch Cut Cut of linear ditch running approximately east-west. Extends beyond trench 

edges. U-shaped section with fairly steep sides and curved base. 
0010 0009 Ditch Fill Very light grey sand fill of ditch 0009. No finds. 
0011 0011 Ditch Cut Cut of linear ditch running approximately east-west. Runs parallel to ditch 

0009. U-shaped section with curving base. 
0012 0011 Ditch Fill Very light grey sand over a light yellow/grey sand. Fill of ditch 0011. Some 

animal disturbance. No finds. 
0013 0013 Ditch Cut Cut of east-west aligned linear ditch. Extends beyond trench edge. Steep 

sided U-shape section. Possibly relatively modern in date. 
0014 0013 Ditch Fill Dark brown loam fill of ditch 0013. Badly disturbed by roots. Possibly 

modern. No finds. 
0015 0015 Ditch Cut Cut of ditch. Possible butt end. Flat base. Sloping edge on south side. 

Straight sided on north side. Possibly not archaeological. 
0016 0015 Ditch Fill Fill of ditch 0015. Dark brown sand. Very similar to topsoil. No finds. 
0017 0017 Ditch Cut Cut of shallow linear ditch running east-west across trench. Undulating base. 

Badly disturbed by roots. 
0018 0017 Ditch Fill Dark brown loam. Badly disturbed by roots. Fill of ditch 0017. 
0019 0019 Ditch Cut Possible linear ditch cut. Similar to 0015. Straight sided. Slightly curving 

base. Running east-west across trench. 
0020 0019 Ditch Fill Fill of ditch 0019. Dark brown sand very similar to topsoil. No finds. 
0021 0021 Ditch Cut Cut of linear ditch running across trench. Machined away. Not visible in plan 

only within trench section. U-shaped section. 
0022 0021 Ditch Fill Dark brown sand mixed with light brown sand. Badly disturbed by tree 

roots. No finds. 
Table 1. Context List 

 
Of the other features, circular pit 0007 and linear ditches 0009 and 0011 contained a similar 
light grey sand fill (fills 0008, 0010 and 0012 respectively) to that in pit 0001 (fill 0002). These 
features may also be prehistoric in date. 
 
Ditches 0013 (fill 0014), 0015 (fill 0016), 0017 (fill 0018), 0019 (fill 0020) and 0021 (fill 0022) 
were all filled with dark brown sand and loam similar to the topsoil within the trench.  These 
ditches are thought to be more recent and are possibly related to the woodland that occupied 
this site until recently. 
 
Discussion/Conclusions 
The evidence gathered during the monitoring of the pipe trench shows that the prehistoric 
occupation continues at the northern limits of 30 Acre Field as it is at present. The features of 
the prehistoric settlement are dispersed and in some places badly truncated by later land use. 
These are comparable to the features excavated in the evaluation to the north (MNL 490). 



Monitoring of any future work in this area would continue to add to the picture created by this 
site and MNL 490. 
 
However, there was no evidence of the Roman settlement extending into the trenched area.  The 
limit of the Roman settlement is therefore further to the south-west.  The imminent excavation 
of site MNL 532, in the area between MNL 479 and MNL 526, should increase our 
understanding of the Roman settlement. 
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Figure 1. MNL 526 site location plan 
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Figure 2. MNL 526 site plan 
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