
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT 
______________________________________ 

The Old Garage, Redgrave 
RGV 043 

 
A REPORT ON THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION, 2003 

(Planning app. no. OL/90/99) 
 
 

 
 
 

D. Gill 
Field Team 

Suffolk C.C. Archaeological Service 
 

© July 2003 
 

D.W. Ayre, Acting County Director of Environment and Transport 
St Edmund House, County Hall, Ipswich, IP4 1LZ. 

______________________________________ 
 

SCCAS Report No. 2003/84



 i 

Contents 
List of Figures 
List of Contributors 
Acknowledgements 
Summary 
SMR information 
 
Introduction 
Methodology 
Results 
Discussion and Conclusion 
Recommendations 
 
List of Figures 
1. Site location plan 
2. Trench location plan 
3. Trench sections  
4. 1st Edition OS map 1880 
 
List of Contributors 
All Suffolk C.C. Archaeological Service unless otherwise stated. 
 
David Gill  Project Officer 
Sue Anderson  Finds Manager 
 
Acknowledgements 
This project was funded by Country Homes Developments Ltd and was monitored by R.D. Carr 
(Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, Conservation Team). 
 
Summary 
A clay layer thought to be the vestiges of either a floor level or demolition layer was discovered 
in association with a small pit or posthole during evaluation trenching in advance of 
development. The extent of the clay layer matched closely the footprint of a building shown on 
the first edition OS map of 1880 but which had been demolished by the drawing of the second 
edition in 1900. An 80cm depth of re-deposited sand was recorded at the rear of the development 
area. It had been deposited sometime after the start of the 19th century and was clearly the spoil 
from a large excavation, the result of either quarrying or landscaping although there was no 
indication of this having occurred within the sampled area.  
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Introduction 
A series of machine dug trenches were excavated on the site of the ‘Old Garage’, Redgrave, as 
part of an archaeological evaluation in advance of redevelopment. The work was a condition of 
planning application OL/90/99 and followed a brief and specification set by Suffolk County 
Council Archaeological Officer R.D. Carr. The investigation was undertaken on the 14th July 
2003 by Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological Service Field Team and funded by the 
developer Country Homes Developments Ltd.  
 
The aim of the evaluation was to establish whether any archaeological deposits survived on the 
site and to record their extent. The findings would be used to construct an appropriate 
conservation strategy within the development programme.  
 
The site lies at TM 0429 7812 within the known medieval core of the village (Fig. 1) and a late 
medieval or early post-medieval timber framed building, which will be preserved with the 
development, occupies part of the site frontage. Medieval pottery including 13th and 14th century 
unglazed wares and a part glazed Grimston type jug are recorded on the County’s Site and 
Monuments record (RGV 041) from the adjacent property. There is also a known cemetery site 
recorded within c.50m (RGV 009) where a number of cremations were discovered in the late 19th 
century; descriptions of the cremation urns suggests that they were of Roman date. The extent of 
the cemetery is unknown, but as it pre-dates the medieval origins of the village layout its 
boundaries will have no relationship with the geography of the present village. The site was 
formerly a garage and petrol station and the ground along part of the frontage has been disturbed 
with the installation of underground fuel tanks.  
 
Methodology 
A total of five trenches were excavated using a 360° ‘mini-digger’ fitted with a 1.5m wide toothless ditching bucket. 
The trenches were positioned to sample all available areas of the site and a total area of 115 square metres was 
opened, about 4.8% of the development area. The machine worked under the supervision of an archaeologist and 
removed a deep garden soil and an imported soil, exposing the surface of the glacial sub-soil. All cut features were 
hand excavated and recorded in plan and section at 1:20. The overlying soil profile, nature of the subsoil and depth 
to the subsoil surface were recorded in each trench and the trench positions plotted onto a large-scale plan. All finds 
were collected and retained for analysis and the finds and the site records have been archived with the County Sites 
and Monuments Record at Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds, under the site number RGV 043. 
 

Results 

Trench 1 
Trench 1 was excavated immediately behind and paralleling the timber framed building (Fig. 2). 
A well-sorted garden loam, 40cm deep, was removed to expose the orange gravel sand of the 
glacial subsoil (Fig. 3). The trench was crossed by a rubble-filled soakaway drain and there was 
a large pit filled with post medieval debris at the eastern end.  
 
Trench 2 
Trench 2 ran N-S and extended back from the present entrance to the site (Fig. 2). Two large 
manhole covers suggested that the tanks for the roadside petrol pumps were sited here and the 
start of the trench was positioned to avoid them. Again, 40cm of garden loam was removed and 
this directly overlay the glacial sands (Fig. 3). There was no indication of archaeological features 
or horizons in either Trenches 1 or 2. 
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Figure 1. Old Garage, Redgrave, RGV 043 . Site location plan 
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Trench 3 
Trench 3 was situated behind a large wooden shed that occupied the frontage. The trench ran 
NE-SW cutting across a notable step in the surface ground levels. This coincided with the 
property boundary as shown on the OS map and aligned with the plot boundary at the northern 
end of the site (Fig. 2).  
 
The soil profile differed either side of the old boundary. The trench sections at the western end 
showed an earlier ground surface buried beneath subsequent accumulated topsoil (Fig. 3). The 
earlier surface was identified by a thin layer of chalky clay, which appeared as a level and 
largely unbroken horizon in both sides of the trench for about 9m. The eastern extent of the layer 
appeared to be bounded by a narrow, shallow strip of unbonded rubble but this was not 
particularly notable in the trench section. The clay overlay a sandy loam, 0005, probably the 
original topsoil in which finely crushed brick and mortar rubble could be identified (Fig. 3). 
Finds from this layer consisted of a sherd of unglazed pottery dated to the 19th century and four 
fragments of post-medieval peg tile. A small circular pit or posthole, 0002, was excavated in the 
centre of the trench and was infilled with a material similar to the chalky clay horizon (Fig. 3). 
No datable finds were recovered from the pit but the fill included small brick or tile fragments. A 
shallow loam filled feature, dated to the post-medieval period and a modern rubbish pit were also 
recorded in the trench. 
 
To the east of the boundary, the topsoil in the trench was very deep suggesting that additional 
loam had been deposited over the original ground surface. Between the topsoil and the glacial 
subsoil was a thick layer of pale brown sand (0004), the start of which corresponded with the old 
property boundary and was further identified in Trenches 4 and 5 at the northern end of the plot. 
 
Trench 4 
Trench 4 ran N-S along the mid-line of the rear of the plot (Fig. 2). The thick layer of pale brown 
sand seen in the northern end of Trench 3 continued throughout the length of this trench. The 
thickness of the layer increased towards the northern end of the site and at the end of the trench 
was 80cm thick so that the top of the glacial subsoil was c.1.20m below the present ground 
surface. The brown sand was flecked throughout its depth with charcoal and burnt clay, pottery, 
tile and brick fragments were collected under the number 0004 from towards the bottom of the 
layer (Fig. 3). All of the finds dated to the late 18th/ early 19th century or later. The subsoil 
changed from an orange gravel sand, similar to Trench 1, at the southern end of the trench, to a 
soft yellow sand and there was no indication of cut features within this trench.  
 
Trench 5 
Trench 5 continued the line of Trench 4 (Fig. 2) sampling the northern end of the development 
area. The soil profile (Fig. 3) was similar to that of Trench 4 with the deep deposit of pale brown 
sand, 0004, persisting. At the northern end of the trench the brown sand was less deep and the 
surface of the subsoil began to rise and change in character to an orange gravel sand; suggesting 
a natural gravel ridge and a once more undulating topography.  
 
Discussion and Conclusion 
There was no evidence in the evaluation results of occupation or activity on the site that pre-
dated the medieval origins of the current village. The majority of the evidence for the medieval 
occupation and any possible house site would be expected on the street frontage and only a 
limited part of this was examined due to known ground disturbance and standing buildings. The 
sampled areas would probably have been back gardens in the medieval period and used much as 
they are now.  
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Figure 2. Old Garage, Redgrave, RGV 043 . Trench location plan 
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 3 

Sometime after the start of the 19th century a large amount of sand was deposited at the rear of 
the plot. The sand was recorded in Trenches 4, 5 and the end of Trench 3 and the limit of its 
spread in Trench 3 coincides with a plot boundary shown on the early edition OS maps. This 
would suggest that this material was deposited only at the rear of the plot now occupied by the 
derelict timber framed building. This has altered the topography of the garden and it is noticeable 
that the ground level of the property to the west of the site is stepped below the development 
area, although curiously the level of the field to the east appears the same. The soil is clearly the 
spoil from a large excavation, the result of either quarrying or landscaping, although there was 
no indication of this within the trenches. There has been soil movement along the frontage of the 
site for the installation of the underground fuel tanks and the terracing of the of the road verge 
for the siting of the pumps, but these were sited in what was the neighbouring property and may 
not be related. 
 
The clay layer in Trench 3 was thought to represent an earlier, buried ground horizon and may be 
the vestige of either a floor level or demolition layer. There was a small pit or posthole (0002) in 
this area and the clay fill of this suggested that it was a structural feature and associated with the 
clay layer. Construction based on earth fast posts would suggest a pre-medieval building 
tradition but finds from the trench implied that the clay was deposited sometime after the 
medieval period. Overlaying the first edition OS map (Fig. 4) with the trench plan shows that 
there was a building on this part of the site in 1880 and the extent of the clay layer matches 
closely the location of the building. It is not shown on the second edition of the OS map series 
and therefore must have been demolished by 1900.  
 
Recommendations  
The only surviving archaeological layers were found within trench 3. The map evidence shows 
that there was a building here in the 19th century and further work would be required to 
understand the character of this building and to date its construction. The area immediately to the 
south of trench 3 was not sampled as a large wooden shed presently occupies it. This is the only 
part of the street frontage where the medieval soil profile potentially remains intact and further 
investigation of this area is recommended if the groundworks for the new development were to 
impact on this part of the site. 
 
D. Gill, July 2003 
 
 
Disclaimer 
Any opinions expressed in this report about the need for further archaeological work are those of 
the Field Projects Division alone.  The need for further work will be determined by the Local 
Planning Authority and its archaeological advisors when a planning application is registered.  
Suffolk County Council’s archaeological contracting service cannot accept responsibility for 
inconvenience caused to clients should the Planning Authority take a different view to that 
expressed in the report. 
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Figure 4. Position of Trench 3 plotted on the 1st edition OS map, 1880 
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