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Summary 
The monitoring found evidence of archaeological activity over the eastern half of the site with 
either cut features or ancient soil horizons being recorded in all of the monitored holes in this 
area. The features consisted of both large and small ditches, and pits. The absence of finds means 
that the features were undated, but it is likely that they are a continuation of the Roman 
settlement focused around Caudle Head Mere.  
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Introduction

A series of visits was made to monitor the groundworks for the vehicle wash racks at RAF
Lakenheath. The monitoring was a condition ofthe consent on planning application F/2002/566,
to upgrade the existing wash racks by enclosing them within a steel-framed building. The ground
works consisted of the excavation of twenty one holes, 2m2 and l.2m deep, where the stanchions
were to be set into concrete pad foundations. The monitoring was carried out during June 2003 in
accordance with a brief and specification by Archaeological Officer, J. Plouviez (Appendix. 1)
and undertaken by members of Suffolk County Council's Archaeological Service Field Team.
The work was funded by Defence Estates (USF).

The site lies at TL 729 806, about 200m south-west of Caudle Head Mere which was the focus
for settlement during the Roman and Saxon periods (Fig. 1). Roman activity has been recorded
to the north (ERL 023, ERL 086) and to the south-west (ERL 117), but this was probably
marginal to the main settlement. Extensive Anglo Saxon cemeteries and settlement evidence
have been found to the west but the site is beyond the known spread of this. It was thought,
therefore, likely that there would be late Iron Age and Roman activity within the development
area, with the potential for sporadic Anglo Saxon finds.

Figure 1 Site location plan
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Methodology 
The visits were timetabled through contact with the contractors and a diary of the visits is shown in Table 1. The 
initial visits monitored the preparation of the ground by the lifting of existing hard surfaces but this did not break 
into the archaeological horizon. The holes for the footing pads were monitored over two visits and on both occasions 
the holes had been excavated in advance and the spoil carted away from the site. The holes were 2m2 and dug to a 
depth of 1.2m; through the archaeological levels and well into the glacial subsoil.  
 
Written observations were made of each of the holes, noting subsoil type and any modern disturbances that may 
have affected the preservation of the archaeological layers. Sections were drawn at 1:20 of those footing holes, 
which contained archaeology and monochrome and colour photographs taken. The locations of the features were 
recorded on a 1:200 plan of the footings supplied by the developer.  
 
The concrete had already been poured into holes 1-4 and 9 to a level 55cm from the present ground surface at the 
time of the visits, the surface of the concrete was generally below the archaeological horizon and the tops of features 
were visible. The site was assigned the number LWL 028 and all records have been archived with the County Sites 
and Monuments Record at Shire Hall Bury St. Edmunds.  
 

Results 
Four visits were made to the site during the groundworks phase, which are recorded in Table 1.  
 
Date  Activities monitored  
11/6 Tarmac and concrete stripping, did not break the horizon of overburden  
12/6 Tarmac and concrete stripping, did not break the horizon of overburden 
13/06 Recording of open footings along the northern side of the building 
17/06 Recording of open footings along the southern side of the building 

Table 1. Diary of visits 
 
Twenty-one footing holes were observed and have been numbered, in the order in which they 
were examined, on the plan (Fig. 2). Descriptions of each of the monitored holes are listed below 
and those with evidence of archaeological activity illustrated with section drawings (Fig. 4). All 
of the holes had been excavated to the footing formation level, c.1.5m below the present ground 
surface, which was beyond the archaeological level and cut deep into the glacial subsoil. All 
archaeological features were seen only in section in the side of the footing holes; there was no 
opportunity to hand-excavate features to collect artefactual material and the plans were 
extrapolated from the section information.  
 
Hole 1 
The present ground surface is concrete laid over hogging, the total depth of this is 30cm and the 
top of the soil profile has been truncated by its construction. A vestige of a soil horizon however, 
survives below the hogging. The soil horizon was a mid-pale grey sand and is thought to be part 
of a, possibly ancient, buried topsoil. It was up to 7cm deep and seen in all faces of hole 1. Two 
narrow cut features, 0001 and 0002, were seen in section in the north and south side of the 
footing hole. These were probably evidence of two parallel gullies running north-west to south-
east. The gullies were cut below the buried soil layer but filled with similar grey sand.  
 
Hole 2 
The grey sand seen in hole 1 continued into hole 2. It lay in a flat horizon 10cm deep and the 
concrete had truncated its upper surface. There were no cut features.  
 
Hole 3 
In hole 3 the concrete lay directly over a band of pale grey sand about 30cm deep. Beneath this a 
shallow bowl shaped feature, 0003, was seen in section in the northern side of the hole and a 
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similar feature, 0004 was seen in the western one. Both had charcoal basal fills but the upper fill 
was indistinguishable from the overlying grey sand. The sections were so similar that they may 
have been part of a single feature, a shallow gully that had turned through a right-angle within 
the area of the footing hole.   
 
 

 
 

Figure 2  Site plan 
 
Hole 4 
Freshly poured concrete filled the footing hole to the level that covered the bottom of a possible 
buried soil layer and concealed any potential cut features. The buried soil was a homogenous 
pale grey sand, paler than the buried soil seen in holes 1-3, and its was unclear whether this was 
a continuation of the buried topsoil layer or a later soil disturbance. 
 
Holes 5, 6, 7 and 8 
Footing holes 5, 6, 7 and 8 were cut entirely into the clean sands with pockets of gravel and 
chalk that make up the glacial subsoil. The ground level appeared to have been truncated, 
probably when the site was prepared for the current concrete surface, and the sub-base was laid 
directly onto subsoil. 
 
Hole 9 
A homogenous layer of brown-grey sand, 20cm deep, was recorded in hole 9, the bottom of the 
layer was obscured by freshly poured concrete and the top truncated by the present hard surface. 
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Hole 10 
The sides of hole 10 showed a buried soil layer overlying and infilling three cut features. The 
western side of a large north-south ditch, 0005, took up much of the eastern half the footing hole 
and could be seen in cross-section in the north and south faces and in longitudinal section in the 
east face. The ditch was in excess of 70cm deep and had a projected width in the order of 2m. It 
was infilled with grey brown sand that was indistinguishable from the overlying buried soil 
layer. Paralleling this was a narrow ditch, 0006, seen in section in the north and south face of the 
hole. As with 0005, it was infilled with a sand similar to the buried soil layer and was 40cm wide 
and 20cm deep. A possible broad shallow pit, 0007, was recorded in section in the south-west 
corner of the footing, this was also filled with grey sand similar to the buried soil layer. 
 
Hole 11 
In hole 11 the base of the buried soil survived and was observed in all of the faces of the footing. 
 
Hole 12 
Two similar feature sections were recorded in the north-west and south-east corners of the 
footing, suggesting a narrow ditch, 0008, ran diagonally across the hole. The ditch was filled 
with sand similar to the buried soil, a vestige of which survived in a thin band below the concrete 
sub-base. Below the buried soil was a b-horizon of pale orange brown sand, which was cut by 
the ditch. 
 
Hole 13 
Two sections, probably part of single north-south ditch, 0009, were recorded in the north and 
south faces of the footing hole. The ditch was sealed beneath a brown sand buried soil horizon 
and was filled with mid-brown sand over a layer of dense charcoal which lay on the ditch 
bottom. Below the buried soil the b-horizon of pale orange brown sand seen in hole 12, 
continued. 
 
Hole 14 
The soil profile seen in holes 12 and 13, which consisted of the buried brown sand soil layer over 
a b-horizon, continued into hole 14. There were however no cut features sectioned within the 
footing hole sides. 
 
Hole 15 
The eastern side of a large ditch, 0010, was caught in section in the north west and south sides of 
hole 15. The ditch ran north-west to south-east across the south-west corner of hole 15 and was 
to the full depth of the footing. The ditch was filled with banded layers of fine white silts and 
brown gleyed soils and was marbled throughout with streaks of iron panning suggesting that the 
ditch had been waterlogged. Alongside the ditch in the south-east corner was a large pit, 0011, 
filled with grey sand over a basal layer of charcoal. Both features were sealed beneath the grey-
brown buried soil layer and directly below a horizon of charcoal. 
 
Hole 16  
Two small pits, 0012 and 0013, were recorded in hole 16. These were situated in the south-west 
and north-west corners of the footing. Both were similar in character and about the same size at 
50cm deep and a projected 80cm across. The pits were filled with banded layers of pale grey 
sands separated by lenses of yellow sand, suggesting an episodic infilling of the pits. The pits 
were cut from directly below the overburden and there was no indication of the buried soil layer, 
suggesting that the ground levels and the top of the archaeological horizon had been truncated 
when the present concrete surface was laid.   
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Holes 17 and 18 
These footings were cut entirely into the clean sands, gravel and chalk that make up the glacial 
subsoil. Ground appeared to have been truncated when the site was prepared for the current 
concrete surface and the sub-base was laid directly onto subsoil 
 
Hole 19 
The upper part of the soil profile was heavily disturbed and there was a large pipe trench running 
east-west through the south half of the hole. There was no evidence of cut feature but the base of 
the buried soil was intact over much of the northern half of the hole suggesting that the level of 
the potential features had not been truncated. 
 
Hole 20 
As with 19, the southern half of hole 20 was lost due to a pipe trench run. The northern side of 
the hole cut into the edge of a large feature, 0014, which was in excess of 70cm deep and was 
filled with grey sand with charcoal; the subsoil at the base of the feature was discoloured 
indicating that it had be exposed to some burning. 
 
Hole 21 
This area of the site of the site had been completely disturbed, destroying any potential for 
archaeological deposits.  
 
Conclusions/Discussion 
The monitoring found evidence for archaeological activity over the eastern half of the site, with 
either cut features or ancient soil horizons being recorded in all of the monitored holes in this 
area. The absence of finds means that the features are undated but it is likely that they are a 
continuation of the Roman settlement, focused around Caudle Head Mere which has been 
sampled on the adjacent sites ERL 023 and ERL 060. 
 
The distribution of features was quite dense, with fourteen cut features being recorded in a 
relatively small sample area. The features consisted of pits, large ditches and smaller gullies, 
which probably represent property boundaries. This mix of features plus the frequency of 
charcoal layers and areas of burning suggest that this is part of the area of domestic occupation 
and within the spread of the settlement rather than an outlying field system. It is characteristic of 
the Roman settlement sampled by open area excavation elsewhere on the airbase. 
 
The concrete’s sub-base at the western end of the site is laid directly onto the glacial subsoil, 
suggesting that the site had been levelled by the truncation of the ground at the western end and 
that the area was sloped originally. The truncation has removed any earlier soil horizons and 
potentially any archaeological surfaces or underlying features. The apparent limit of the spread 
of the features to the eastern end of the site, therefore, may not reflect the shape of the 
settlement. The original ground level was clearly lower at the eastern end of the site and because 
of this the preservation of the archaeological layers is good and includes a buried soil horizon 
which may be the remains of the ancient topsoil and occupation surface. 
 
The monitoring has been valuable, as it has successfully demonstrated that the spread of the 
archaeological evidence associated with the settlement around Caudle Head extends into this 
area. The potential for preservation of the archaeological deposits is good, but they are close to 
the present ground surface and any future development in this area is likely to impact on them.  
 
David Gill 
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