
8-12 Castle Street, Framlingham
A Record of Archaeological Monitoring 

SMR Information 
Planning Appe. No.: C/01/1785  Grid Reference: TM 2865 6352 
Applicant: Mr G. Machin & Mrs R. 

Clark 
SMR No.: FML 043 

Features: Ditch Finds: Pottery 
Period/Date: medieval SCCAS Rpt. No. 2003/120 

Introduction 
A condition on the consent for planning application C/01/1785, covering the 
refurbishment and extensions to 8-12 Castle Street, Framlingham (Fig. 1), required 
that the applicant provide for a programme of archaeological works. 

The archaeological potential of the site was based primarily on its location within an 
area that had once been within the bounds of the medieval castle of Framlingham. 

A Brief and Specification document covering the scope of the required archaeological 
works, in this instance involving the monitoring of contractors groundworks, was 
written by the Conservation Team of Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological 
Service.   

Subsequently, Suffolk County Council’s Archaeological Service Field Projects Team 
were commissioned to undertake the programme of archaeological monitoring. 

Methodology 
Two site visits were made while the footings for the rear extension were open.  
Observed features were marked on a copy of the contractors groundplan and all 
artefactual evidence was retained for dating purposes.  There were no recordable 
sections as the sides of the trench were extremely dirty and access for cleaning was 
problematic due to health and safety considerations.  

Results 
The footing trenches had been excavated down to the surface of the naturally 
occurring clay subsoil.  At the northern end of the north to south footing runs the 
subsoil had been encountered at a depth of approximately 1 metre below the existing 
ground surface.  However, in the footing trench along the southern side of the main 
extension (Fig. 1) a depth in excess of 2 metres was reached before natural subsoil 
was encountered.  Examination of the trench sides suggested that the increased depth 
of overburden was the result of backfilling of an east to west orientated ditch.  The 
feature was approximately 4 metres wide, at least 2 metres deep, with a fill 
comprising homogenous green/brown silty clay.  Further evidence for the 
continuation of the feature beyond the building footprint was provided by subsidence 
in the boundary wall on the eastern side of the plot on the same line as the ditch (Fig. 
1).  

Two sherds of pottery were recovered from the ditch fill, from a point approximately 
halfway down the section.  Both sherds were of late medieval/early post-medieval 
date (15th/16th century), suggesting that the feature was backfilled at about this time.  



Archaeological Interpretation & Conclusions  
The archaeological monitoring identified a single large ditch feature that must pre-
date the standing buildings on the Castle Street frontage, although the ceramic finds 
dating suggests that the ditch may have been filled shortly before their construction.  
When the location of the ditch is looked at in relation to the landscape features 
associated with the castle itself, it appears to continue the line of Castle Street as it 
runs to the east of the site.  It seems possible that the straighter section of the road 
immediately to the north of the site may be an alteration and that the ditch is part of, 
or at least following the line of, one of the original castle defensive ditches.    
  
Stuart Boulter & Tom Loader 
Field Projects Team,  
Archaeological Service,  
Environment & Transport Dpt., 
Suffolk County Council,  
August 2003, SCCAS Rpt No. 2003/120 
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Fig. 1 1:5000 & 1:250 scale OS map extracts
showing the location of the site & the
recorded ditch
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