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Summary 
 
Benacre, Land Adjacent to Benacre Wood (TM 49518476; BNC 047).  A trial trench evaluation 
carried out during August 2003 on the site of a proposed agricultural irrigation reservoir revealed 
evidence of medieval occupation along the frontage of Wood Lane at the northern limit of the 
site.  This was followed almost immediately (8th to 19th September) by targeted excavation of a 
small area around the most archaeologically productive evaluation trenches. 
 
Ephemeral evidence of late prehistoric and Saxon activity was recorded.  The principal findings 
were medieval in date.  The earliest of these features were a series of small field and boundary 
ditches and a single pit which may have become established during the 11th to 12th centuries and 
appear to have seen use perhaps as late as the 14th century.  Sometime in the 13th or 14th century 
a moated site was established.  Although this was only partially revealed, three arms of its ditch 
could be examined showing that it appeared to have been relatively small (the visible area 
enclosed just 240m2) and short-lived (abandoned before the onset of the 15th century).  Limited 
evidence of structures and domestic occupation on the moated platform was recorded.  
Contemporary in date to the moat was a pond immediately adjacent to the western moat ditch 
and two superimposed sub-rectangular enclosures some 100m to the east. 
(Rhodri Gardner, SCCAS, for the Benacre Estate, report no: 2003/122) 
 

SMR information 
Planning application no. W/18680 

Date of fieldwork:  26/08/03 – 29/08/03 (evaluation); 08/09/03 – 19/09/03 (excavation) 

Grid Reference: TM 4951 8476 

Funding body: Benacre Estate 
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Introduction 
 
An application (W/18680) has been made to construct three agricultural irrigation reservoirs on 
the Benacre Estate.  The first of these is to be constructed on land immediately to the west of 
Benacre Wood, covering the land shown in Figure 1 (centred approximately on NGR TM 4951 
8476). 
 

 
Figure 1. Site location 

(© Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2004) 
 
Prior to this project the area had not been subject to any systematic archaeological work and no 
known sites were located within the Development Area (DA) or its immediate vicinity.  Despite 
the lack of known archaeological sites the size of the DA alone (in excess of 9 ha) was sufficient 
to suggest that the site had archaeological potential and that a programme of archaeological 
works should be undertaken prior to the development.  The destructive nature of the works was 
also taken into account. Robert Carr of the Suffolk County Council Archaeology Service 
(SCCAS hereafter) Conservation Team therefore recommended a programme of archaeological 
trial trenching in the first instance. 
 
The resultant brief and specification (see Appendix 5) required that the archaeological works 
should initially involve the cutting of trial trenches (at a lower sample area than usual, but with 
inbuilt flexibility to allow for some targeting of trenches should archaeological deposits be 
encountered).  The results of this evaluation would then be used to inform the subsequent 
mitigation strategy and following excavation which involved the controlled stripping of areas 
identified as having significant archaeological potential. 
 
A Project Design/Written Scheme of Investigation and a Method Statement was produced in 
response by the SCCAS Field Team who were subsequently commissioned to undertake both the 
evaluation and excavation. 
 
The brief (see Appendix 5) required that the evaluation establish whether any archaeological 
deposits existed in the area and to identify the date, approximate form and purpose of such 
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deposits along with their likely extent, depth and state of preservation.  The evaluation would 
also investigate the likely impact of past land use and the possible presence of any 
colluvial/masking deposits.  The excavation that followed directly was carried out to record any 
archaeological remains threatened with destruction during the substantial reduced level dig 
required for the reservoir.  The northern limit of the stripped area (see Fig. 3) was determined by 
the location of the inside edge of the bank surrounding the reservoir.  After consultation with the 
developer the alignment of this bank was agreed and archaeological deposits under the bank or 
beyond it to the north were preserved in situ. 
 

 
Figure 2.  Extract from estate map of 1580 

The DA occupies a total area of 
approximately 12 ha, on generally 
level ground at c. 20m AOD on 
underlying boulder till geology, and 
is bounded to the north by Wood 
Lane and by Benacre Wood itself (a 
designated Wildlife Site) to the east.  
Open farmland lies to the south and 
west.  Wood Lane is a road of at 
least medieval date.  Indeed a copy 
of an estate map of 1580 (held in 
Lowestoft Record Office) shows that 
a similar pattern of fields to the 
present day was in existence before 
the establishment of Benacre Hall 
(see right).  The First Edition 
Ordnance Survey map indicates that 
the DA had been open agricultural 
land at least as far back as 1884.  
The parish boundary dividing the 
parishes of Benacre to the east and 
Henstead with Hulver Street to the west passes through the site as indicated on Fig. 3.  The 
southern limit of the westernmost field within the DA is the boundary between the parishes of 
Wrentham and Henstead with Hulver Street. 

Benacre Wood

Site 
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Methodology 
 
The evaluation was carried out between the 26th and the 29th of August 2003.  The trenches were cut using a 3600 
tracked mechanical excavator fitted with a 2m wide flat-bladed ditching bucket.  The specification stipulated a 
minimum 2% sample of the area, with trenches positioned to examine all parts of the site.  The trench layout finally 
employed is shown in Fig. 3.  After excavation the location of the trenches was recorded using a hand-held GPS 
locator. 
 
Topsoil and overburden were removed mechanically until the top of the first archaeological deposit or undisturbed 
natural drift geology deposits were encountered.  The exposed ground surfaces were then examined and cleaned 
manually where necessary to define the edges and extent of any archaeological features. 
 
The excavation was carried out between 8th and 19th of September 2003.  Two areas for controlled stripping and 
excavation were agreed upon (see Fig. 3).  Area 1 occupied the northern portion of the westernmost field within the 
DA and measured approximately 130m long E-W by 40m wide N-S (c. 5200m2).  Area 2 occupied the northern part 
of the central field and measured 102m long E-W by 38m wide N-S (c. 3875m2). 
 
The topsoil was stripped by a 3600 tracked mechanical excavator, fitted with a 2m wide flat-bladed ditching bucket 
under archaeological supervision.  A metal detector search was carried out throughout stripping.  The exposed 
natural subsoil was examined for archaeological features, which then were mostly excavated by hand.  However, 
following a site visit by Bob Carr of the SCCAS Conservation Team it was agreed that supervised machine 
excavation of some of the larger features would be appropriate, given the time constraints, provided that targeted 
hand excavation followed to facilitate the recovery of dating evidence. 
 
The SMR reference number BNC 047 was allocated to the site and all the stratigraphic elements of the deposits 
were allocated OP numbers within a continuous numbering system.  This context information is shown in Appendix 
1.  All features were then excavated and recorded in a series of 1:100 or 1:200 scale plans and 1:20 scale section 
drawings.  Context records were entered onto an Access97 database, and inked copies of the drawings were 
prepared on archive quality drafting film. 
 
All finds were processed and quantified by in-house staff, with the data then input onto a Microsoft Access97 
database.  Subsequently the different finds were examined by the relevant specialists and their findings are presented 
on pages 15-18 of this report. 
 

 
Figure 3. Evaluation trench locations and areas of excavation 

(© Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2004) 
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Results 
 
Unusually, given the speed of the development and short length of time between the evaluation 
and excavation stages of the project the results of both have been integrated into one report.  The 
results of both stages of work are treated separately here, but considered together in the 
discussion and conclusions later in the report. 
 
A total of 150 context numbers were assigned: 25 during the evaluation and the remainder during 
the excavation.  The following table presents a summary of the site phasing (context Nos. 0001, 
0002 and 0003 not included). 
 
Phase Date Basis for Dating Features 
1 Prehistoric - Finds (spot-dating) Pit: 0096 

TOTAL: 1 cut feature (2 contexts) 
2 Early Saxon - Finds (residual) Residually occurring pottery in ditch 0116 
3 Medieval 11th – 14th century Finds (spot-dating) Ditches: 0004, 0007, 0011, 0018, 0020, 0021, 

0022, 0023, 0025, 0031, 0035, 0041, 0044, 0060, 
0062, 0064, 0074, 0080, 0082, 0084, 0098, 0100, 
0102, 0114, 0116, 0118, 0120, 0122, 0138, 0140, 
0149, 0150 
Moat ditch: 0026, 0046, 0104, 0148 
Pond: 0077, 0127 
Pits: 0016, 0066, 0133 
Post-holes/post-pits: 0037, 0039, 0058, 0072, 
0086, 0088, 0090, 0092, 0112 
Spreads/surfaces: 0078, 0079, 0119 
TOTAL: 53 features (129 contexts) 

4 Post medieval - Finds (spot-dating) Ditch: 0136 
Pit: 0094 
TOTAL: 2 features (4 contexts) 

Unphased - - Ditch: 0146 
Deposits/spreads: 0015, 0124, 0125, 0126 
Post-holes: 0009, 0142, 0144 
TOTAL: 8 features (12 contexts) 

Table 1. Site phasing details 
 
Evaluation 
Basic details of each trench are given in Table 1.  Descriptions of the topsoil and natural drift 
deposits follow, as does a narrative account of the features encountered in each trench. 
 

Trench Dimensions Area Archaeological Features Depth of Topsoil 
1 132m x 2m 264m2 None 0.40m 

2 150m x 2m 300m2 None 0.40m 
3 103m x 2m 206m2 None 0.35m 
4 157m x 2m 314m2 None 0.40m 
5 80m x 2m 160m2 Ditches 0004, 0007, 0011; Post-

hole 0009; Spread 0015 
0.40m 

6 71m x 2m 142m2 Ditches 0004, 0011, 0018, 0025; 
Pit 0016 

0.40m 

7 121m x 2m 242m2 Ditches 0020, 0023; Spreads 
0021, 0022 

0.60m (eastern end) 
0.40m (western end) 

8 103m x 2m 206m2 None 0.30m 
9 107m x 2m 214m2 None 0.30m 

Table 2. Evaluation trench summary 
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The topsoil (0002) comprised a friable brownish grey loam with occasional small flint pebbles 
and ceramic building material (CBM) flecks.  Where no archaeological features were observed 
this topsoil directly overlay natural drift deposits (0003) comprising firm light orange brown clay 
with occasional sand pockets, rare small to medium sub-angular flint pebbles and moderate small 
sub-rounded chalk nodules.  At depths in excess of 1.00m (encountered in the base of some of 
the deeper features and observed in a cable trench excavated in the northern part of the site – see 
Fig. 3) this became stiff and bluish grey in colour with a reduction in sand lenses and flint 
inclusions. 
 
The following archaeological features were observed (trench plans and sections are shown in 
Fig. 4). 
 
Trench 5 
31.50m from the eastern end of this trench ditch 0004 was recorded.  This was aligned N-S and 
was 1.15m wide by 0.65m deep.  It had straight parallel sides with a near vertical eastern side 
and a less steep (c. 45°) western side with a flattish base and contained two fills.  The primary 
fill, 0006, was a 0.3m thick and yielded frequent large potsherds of 13th to 14th-century date.  It 
was likely to have been deposited quite rapidly and is indicative of nearby domestic occupation.  
The uppermost fill (0005) contained no dateable finds and it is likely that this represents much 
more gradual silting.  It became clear during the later excavation that this ditch represented a 
more southerly continuation of enclosure 0150 (see below). 
 
2.2m to the west ditch 0007 was recorded.  This was also aligned N-S and was 0.9m wide by 
0.3m deep with a smooth ‘U’ shaped profile and a concave base.  This contained a single fill, 
0008, with rare 13th to 14th-century potsherds.  This could not be associated with any features 
revealed during the subsequent excavation. 
 
Post-hole 0009 was recorded 49.5m from the eastern end of the trench.  This was 0.5m in 
diameter and just 0.08m deep.  It contained a single fill (0010) that yielded no dateable finds. 
 
A further 1.50m west ditch 0011 was recorded.  This was 1.85m wide by 0.75m deep and aligned 
NNE-SSW.  It had straight c. 45° sloping sides and a rounded base.  It contained three distinct 
fills.  The earliest, 0012, probably represents gradual primary silting of the ditch and contained 
rare 12th to 13th-century pottery fragments.  The secondary fill, 0013, was a firm slightly greyish 
brown silty clay with moderate chalk flecks which contained no dateable finds.  The uppermost 
fill, 0014, rare 13th-century or later potsherds.  This fill’s profile (see Section 4, Fig. 4) suggests 
that it may represent a recut of ditch 0011 indicating that the feature was fairly long-lived and of 
sufficient importance to merit maintenance.  This represents a southern continuation of enclosure 
ditch 0118, as recorded in the excavation (see below). 
 
Approximately 3m west of ditch 0011 context 0015 was observed.  This measured 1.4m long (E-
W), 0.5m wide (N-S) and was just 0.1m deep.  This has been interpreted as a spread or dump of 
fire debris as it did not occur within a well-defined incised feature (its contact with the 
underlying natural drift deposits was undulating and irregular).  It contained no dateable finds. 
 
Trench 6 
Some 12m from the western end of this trench pit 0016 was partially revealed.  It measured 1.2m 
wide (E-W) and at least 1.9m long, extending beyond the southern limit of the trench.  It was 
0.2m deep with steep sides and a flat base.  It contained a single fill (0017) which yielded rare 
small animal bone fragments and pottery of 12th to 13th-century date.  This was not recorded 
further during the following excavation, but clearly represents ephemeral activity within 
enclosure 0150 or 0118. 

 5



 
Extending for approximately 7.50m west of 0016 was shallow gully 0018.  This had a slightly 
meandering course on a broadly WNW-ESE alignment.  Its relationship to 0016 was not 
explored.  It was 0.38m wide by 0.15m deep with steep sides and a rounded base.  It held a 
single fill (0019) containing a small quantity of 13th-century pottery.  It could not be identified in 
the subsequent excavation. 
 
25m from the western end of the trench ditch 0025 was recorded.  This was 3m wide and aligned 
NW-SE.  A modern field drain ran through the centre of this feature on exactly the same 
alignment.  Given the time constraints this feature was not excavated. In the subsequent 
excavation it became clear that this was of modern origin and contained more than one land 
drain. 
 
Two further ditches were observed in Trench 6: at 33.00m and 48.00m from its western end.  
These were not excavated and have been interpreted as northern continuations of 0004 and 0011 
as recorded in Trench 5 (see Fig. 7), making them part of enclosures 0150 and 0118 respectively. 
 
Trench 7 
Some 30m from the western end of this trench 0020 was recorded, aligned broadly N-S 
(determining the alignment of this and the following two large features during the evaluation was 
difficult given their size and the narrow confines of the trenches).  This was not excavated by 
hand during the evaluation and most likely represents a small exposure of the uppermost fill of 
the pond (0127) revealed during the excavation. 
 
2m east of 0020 a c. 14m wide spread of clayey silt (0021) was encountered.  It could be seen 
continuing in the cable trench to the north (see Fig. 3).  Time constraints meant that this was not 
excavated during the evaluation, but could later be identified during the excavation as part of the 
western arm of moat ditch 0148. 
 
Approximately 70m from the western end of Trench 7 another poorly defined spread of silty clay 
(0022) was recorded.  Again, this also appeared to align with a large NE-SW (4m wide and 
1.2m+ deep) ditch section observed in the cable trench to the north.  It most likely represents part 
of the eastern arm of the moat ditch, as although this was not revealed during the excavation it 
must be assumed that such an eastern arm existed. 
 
90m from the western end of the trench ditch 0023 was partially revealed.  This was aligned 
ENE-WSW and was at least 0.8m wide and continued for 8m before extending beyond the 
northern limit of Trench 7.  A western terminus was identified.  A section excavated adjacent to 
the terminus revealed the ditch to be 0.60m deep and to have a slightly stepped c. 45° southern 
side (see Section 7, Fig. 4).  The base could not be fully described due to the close confines of 
the trench.  It contained a single fill (0024) with pottery of 13th to 14th-century date. In the 
subsequent excavation the terminus of this ditch (0102) was fully excavated (see below). 
 
Excavation 
This section of the report is ordered by Phase.  No attempt has been made to sub-divide the 
deliberately broad Phase 3, despite the presence of some earlier (11th to 12th century) pottery 
groups in several features (see Pottery in The Finds, below).  Any attempt to separate features on 
an artefactual basis were, in this case, largely compromised by the stratigraphic evidence as in 
the majority of cases where earlier pottery groups occur they are found in the same context as 
later material.  As such it was thought better to view the medieval evidence as one broad phase in 
this instance, as its features appear to have seen gradual back-filling over a relatively long 
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period.  Where necessary references to the features identified in the evaluation (described in full 
above) are included.  Excavation plans appear in Fig. 5, and sections in Fig. 6. 
 
Phase 1 (Prehistoric) 
Sparse prehistoric occupation was indicated by an isolated pit, 0096, recorded in the eastern part 
of Area 1.  It was 1.35m long (east to west), c. 0.7m wide (north to south) and 0.2m deep, and its 
northern edge was partially truncated by a field drain.  It contained a single fill (0097) with 
frequent heat-affected flints and occasional charcoal fragments suggestive of fire debris.  
Although it did not contain any dateable artefacts it has been tentatively assigned a Phase 1 date 
on the basis of the presence of the burnt flint which commonly occurs in later prehistoric 
contexts, and which was absent from all other features on the site. 
 
Phase 2 (Early Saxon) 
Two handmade rim sherds of possible Early Saxon date (see The Finds, below) were deposited 
residually in a segment (0116) of enclosure ditch 0118 in Area 2.  These suggest an ephemeral 
presence in the Saxon period. 
 
Phase 3 (Medieval: 11th to 14th-century) 
Due to the paucity of dating evidence from the moat ditches this phase is deliberately broad, as 
sub-division into smaller phases relating to the construction, occupation and abandonment of the 
moated enclosure could not be carried out with a sufficient degree of certainty. The strategy of 
machine excavation of ditch sections was no doubt partly responsible for this shortcoming.  
Consequently, due to the wide date range the results assigned to this phase are described in a 
series of thematic groups. 
 
Tenement ditches 
A group of six straight parallel-sided ditches were recorded in the north-western corner of Area 
1.  In only one case did they show any stratigraphic relationship with each other (0041 was cut 
by 0031), but at least three were post-dated by a field boundary ditch to the south (see below).  
These have been interpreted a series of tenement boundary ditches. 
 
Ditch 0041 was aligned north-east to south-west and was 0.8m wide and 0.3m deep with a v-
shaped profile.  It extended from its north-eastern terminus for 20.5m to the south-west where it 
was cut by 0031.  It contained two fills, both of which produced a small quantity of 13th to 14th-
century pottery. 
 
Ditch 0031 was aligned north to south and extended from the northern limit of for 13m where it 
was cut by the most northern field boundary ditch.  It was 0.8m wide and 0.55m deep with steep 
sides and a flattish base.  Three fills were identified, indicating that its backfilling may have been 
somewhat gradual.  The primary fill (0032) yielded a small amount of 12th to 13th-century 
pottery. 
 
Some 2m to the west of 0031 ditch 0074 was recorded on a similar north to south alignment, 
extending for 12.5m from the northern limit of the excavation to a point where it was also cut by 
the furthest north of the field boundary ditches.  It was 1.28m wide and 0.67m deep with steep 
sides and a narrow flat base.  Two distinct fills could be identified and the uppermost (0076) 
contained well-dated 13th to 14th-century pottery. 
 
Approximately 20m from the western edge of Area 1 ditch 0082 extended for 7m south of the 
northern limit of the excavation, where it ended in a blunt rounded terminus.  It was 1.1m wide 
and 0.3m deep with gently sloping sides and a wide flat base.  It contained a single fill (0083) 
which produced pottery of 12th to 13th-century date. 
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Just 3m further to the east ditch 0035 was recorded.  This ran for 8m directly south from the 
northern limit of the excavation where it ended in a rounded terminus.  It was 0.48m wide and 
0.2m deep with a u-shaped profile.  Its single fill (0036) contained well-dated 11th-12th-century 
pottery. 
 
Between 0031 and 0082 was a short slightly curved ditch segment or elongated pit (0080).  This 
was aligned north to south and was 3.75m long, 0.95m wide and 0.42m deep with steep sides and 
a flat base.  It contained a single fill with a small quantity of 13th to 14th-century pottery.  It also 
contained a moderate quantity of flint rubble, uncommon in the underlying natural subsoil.  This 
suggests that while it is included in this group of likely tenement boundaries the possibility that it 
represents poorly preserved robbed-out structural remains should not be discounted. 
 
Boundary ditches 
The southern termini of two of the ditches outlined above were truncated by one of a series of 
larger straight and parallel-sided boundary ditches that mark the southern limit of medieval 
occupation encountered in Area 1. 
 
Stratigraphically, the earliest of these was 0062, which was also the furthest north and the one 
that cut ditches 0031 and 0074 as outlined above.  It was aligned west-north-west to east-south-
east and extended for 27m from the western limit of the excavation to a rounded eastern 
terminus.  It was 0.6m wide and just 0.08m deep near its terminus with a broad u-shaped profile.  
It contained a single fill (0063) which yielded a small quantity of 12th to 13th-century pottery. 
 
Part of the eastern terminus of 0062 was cut by the western terminus of a succeeding ditch 
(0060), which was also aligned west-north-west to east-south-east.  It was 0.75m wide and 
0.32m deep and extended for some 19m further to the east where it was truncated by yet another 
later boundary ditch (0149).  This also contained a single fill with pottery of 12th-century date. 
 
Less than 1m north of this was another smaller ditch (0064) on an identical alignment.  It also 
had a rounded western terminus and was just 7m long (any eastern terminus had been disturbed 
by a modern field drain).  This was 0.66m wide and 0.2m deep with a gradual rounded profile 
and contained a single fill that produced sparse sherds of 11th to 12th-century pottery. 
 
The most extensive of these boundary ditches was 0149.  This was aligned east to west and 
extended for some 90m east of the mid-point of the western limit of the excavation.  Two 
segments (0084 and 0098) were excavated which showed it to be 0.8-1.38m wide and up to 
0.48m deep.  It had a u-shaped profile and contained a single fill that yielded a small amount of 
11th to 12th-century pottery from the segment dug through its rounded eastern terminus. 
 
To the east of 0149’s terminus was a gap of approximately 4m before another ditch (0100) on the 
same east to west alignment was observed.  This could be traced for 33m to the mid-point of the 
eastern limit of the excavation.  It was 0.9m wide and 0.45m deep with a slightly irregular u-
shaped profile and contained a single fill with a small quantity of 13th to 14th-century pottery. 
 
The two southern ditches (0149 and 0100) in this group appear to delineate a significant 
boundary as no further archaeological features were observed in the relatively large (c. 2000m2) 
area beyond them to the south. 
 
Ditch 0102 is also discussed here, for the sake of convenience, although it may relate more 
closely to the moated enclosure (see below) than to the outside (and possibly earlier) field 
boundaries.  It was aligned broadly east to west and extended for 28.5m from the eastern limit of 
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the excavation where it ended with a rounded terminus (partially excavated as ditch 0023 in 
Trench 7 during the evaluation).  It was 1.1m wide and up to 0.6m deep with a slightly stepped 
profile.  It held a single fill that produced a substantial quantity (c. 2kg in total from contexts 
0024 and 0103) of well-dated 13th to 14th-century pottery. 
 
Peripheral pits and post-holes 
A small number of other features were encountered outside the main moated enclosure. 
 
Perhaps the earliest of these was pit 0133, interpreted as a rubbish or storage pit.  This lay close 
to the edge of Area 2 some 36m east of the western limit of excavation.  It was 2.15m in 
diameter and 0.66m deep with steeply stepped sides and a flat base.  It contained two fills: the 
primary fill (0134) consisted of firm silty clay that produced fragments from several 11th to 12th-
century vessels; the upper fill (0135) contained frequent charcoal flecks. 
 
Approximately 11m to the west of the pond (see below) in Area 1 three further features were 
recorded.  Posthole 0058 was 0.45m in diameter by 0.24m deep with steep sides and a blunt 
pointed base.  Although its single fill produced no dateable finds it has been assigned a medieval 
date on the basis of its close association with other Phase 3 features nearby.  0037 and 0039 have 
been tentatively interpreted as post-pits/post-pads and were c. 1.2m in diameter by 0.2m deep 
and 0.7m in diameter and 0.14m deep respectively.  Both contained similar clayey silty sand fills 
with sub-angular flint cobbles and pottery of 12th-century date. 
 
Area 2 enclosures 
The north-eastern corners of two enclosures were recorded in the centre of Area 2. 
 
The first of these, 0150, emerged from the southern limit of the excavation approximately at its 
mid-point and ran north-east for 12m before making a right-angled turn to the north-west for 
34m where it ended in a blunt rounded terminus.  It was examined by means of two sample 
sections.  Segment 0138 was excavated through the north-west to south-east arm where the ditch 
was 1.6m wide and 0.7m deep with a slightly stepped inner side, a smooth c. 45 degree outer 
side and a flat base (Section 36, Fig. 6).  It contained a single fill (0139 - which was partially 
disturbed by a field drain for which no cut was clearly discernible) that produced a small amount 
of 13th to 14th-century pottery.  Segment 0140 was excavated through the north-east to south-
west arm where it was 1.3m wide and 0.4m deep with straight 45 degree sides and a flat base 
(Section 37, Fig. 6). Again just a single fill was recorded, this time containing a tiny (most likely 
residual) fragment of 11th to 12th-century pottery.  The north-east to south-west arm was also 
identified in Trench 5 of the evaluation, some 30m to the south. 
 
Superimposed over this was enclosure 0118, which showed an identical alignment but was 
shifted slightly to the north-west.  It emerged from the southern limit of the excavation c. 17m 
west of 0150 and continued to the north-east for 2m before ending in a flattened terminus.  A 
3.2m wide entrance was then recorded.  Another flattened terminus could then be seen and the 
ditch continued to the north-east for 21m before making a right-angled turn and running for a 
further 20m where it also ended in a flattened terminus.  Two sample segments were excavated 
(no excavation of the short length of ditch to the south of the entrance was carried out).  Segment 
0114 was excavated through the north-east to south-west arm where the ditch was 1.65m wide 
and 0.6m deep with a u-shaped profile (Section 30, Fig. 6).  The single fill (0115) contained rare 
large (0.25m diameter) stones, two iron objects (a tool socket and knife fragment), oyster shell 
and fired clay along with pottery of 13th to 14th-century date. Segment 0116 examined the north-
west to south-east arm.  Here the ditch was 2.6m wide and 0.7m deep with a slightly stepped 
outer side, a 45 degree inner side and a flattish base (Section 31, Fig. 6).  It also contained a 
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single fill with fragments of 13th-century pottery.  Again, the north-east to south-west arm was 
identified in Trench 5 of the evaluation. 
 
Immediately to the west of the entrance in the later of these two enclosures there was a large 
irregular spread (0119).  This was approximately 7m in diameter and was up to 0.2m deep.  It 
has been interpreted as a possible trampled surface and comprised firm greyish brown silty clay 
with moderate sub-angular flint pebbles, rare charcoal flecks and animal bone and some 
fragments of 13th-century pottery. Excavation of a north to south-aligned sondage through its 
eastern part revealed that it sealed two small gullies: 0120 along its southern edge and 0122 in its 
centre. Both contained single fills and the latter held a small quantity of 13th-century pottery.  
They were not exposed fully and consequently further interpretation was not possible. 
 

 
Figure 7.  Extent of enclosures 

(© Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2004) 
 
Area 1 Pond 
A large oval water feature, 0127, was revealed in Area 1, with its centre approximately 10m and 
50m from the northern and western limits of the excavation.  Due to its large size and the time 
constraints placed on the excavation (see Methodology above) it was examined by means of a 
machine-dug sondage (orientated east to west), with finds collected from its surface (under the 
context number 0077) and from the upstanding sections following recording. 
 
It was 19m long (east to west) and 13m wide (north to south) and reached a maximum depth of 
1.24m near its centre (Section 33, Fig. 6).  Its eastern side was gently sloping and slightly 
concave, while its western edge was stepped, becoming steeper toward the gently rounded base.  
Five fills were identified.  The primary silting layer, 0128, of very soft bluish grey slightly sandy 
silty clay was 0.74m thick at its maximum.  This was quite humic, suggesting somewhat slow 
deposition and a degree of waterlogging, and produced just a single rim-sherd of 13th to 14th-
century pottery.  This was overlain by layers 0129 and 0130 (here considered as the same 
deposit), soft slightly silty sandy clays up to 0.3m thick. Neither of these produced any dateable 
finds but for much of the feature’s area were at the level of the stripped ground surface, making 
them analogous to context 0077 (surface collected finds) which, while not finds-rich, did yield 
some pottery of 13th to 14th-century date. These layers were in turn overlain in the central part of 
the pond by 0131, a firm yellowish brown silty clay with frequent chalk flecks, which was up to 
0.4m thick.  It yielded no dateable finds.  The profile of this fill suggests that it is the primary fill 
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of a later recut made in an attempt to scour/clean out the pond.  This was overlain by the 
uppermost fill of the pond, 0132, a soft greyish brown silty clay which represents the final silting 
up of the later recut incarnation of the feature. 
 
Prior to excavation the pond clearly appeared to be cut by the western moat ditch (see below), 
although this was far less clear in the excavated section.  On balance the available evidence 
suggests that the moat and pond were most likely interconnected to some degree, with one 
feeding into the other during the period of their use.  Determining a close date for the 
establishment of the pond is difficult, but the limited spot dating evidence suggests a TAQ 
sometime before the 13th to 14th centuries, with back-filling/silting up of the feature completed 
before the onset of the 15th century. 
 
Moated enclosure 
The most significant finding of the excavation was a partially revealed sub-rectangular moated 
enclosure, 0148, which was recorded in the central northern part of Area 1.  All of the southern 
and parts of the eastern and western moat ditches lay within Area 1.  These enclosed an area of at 
least 240m2.  As with the pond above, sample sections were machine excavated with finds 
recovered from the section faces following recording. 
 
The southern moat ditch (0026) was some 26m long with an east to west alignment.  The sample 
segment excavated through its mid-point showed it to be relatively narrow and deep at 2.7m 
wide and 1.42m deep with a broadly smooth v-shaped profile (Section 1, Fig. 6).  Only four fills 
were recorded.  The primary fill, 0027, was 0.12m thick at its maximum and comprised very soft 
bluish grey slightly sandy clayey silt.  It produced no dateable finds.  The secondary fill, 0028, 
was a very soft dark grey clayey silt layer up to 0.1m thick with occasional chalk nodules, 
moderate charcoal flecks and rare sherds of 13th to 14th-century pottery.  This was overlain by 
0029, a soft brownish grey slightly sandy clayey silt up to 0.48m thick with rare charcoal and 
chalk flecks but no dateable finds.  The uppermost fill, 0030, was a firm brownish grey silty clay 
with occasional chalk and charcoal flecks but no dateable finds.  Evidence for recutting/cleaning 
of this ditch was no particularly clear but it is recognised that 0029 may represent the primary fill 
of a recut which involved slight stepping of the southern (outer) side of the ditch. 
 
The western moat ditch (0046) was north to south aligned and at a right angle to the southern 
ditch. It could be traced for 15m before extending beyond the northern limit of the excavation.  A 
sample section showed it to have a wider and shallower profile than the southern ditch, being 
4.1m wide and 1.35m deep with slightly stepped sides (Section 9, Fig. 6).  The pattern of fills 
recorded within was more complex than the southern ditch with twelve being recorded in all.  
Two similar primary fills were observed on the inner (0047) and outer (0048) edges of the ditch, 
both comprising very soft mid grey silty sand.  These were overlain by 0049, a firm yellowish 
brown silty sandy clay.  This appeared to have been deposited quite slowly and may have 
truncated by an early attempt to clean or recut the ditch, making the base of the channel 
somewhat narrower.  This then became filled by 0050, a layer of very soft mid- to dark grey silty 
sand up to 0.4m thick which effectively filled the narrower basal part of the channel.  This was 
the only deposit in the western moat ditch that produced any dateable finds: a small quantity of 
13th to 14th-century pottery.  This was overlain on the inner (eastern) side by layer 0051, a 0.24m 
thick deposit of firm greyish brown silty clay with frequent chalk inclusions.  This in turn was 
overlain on the inner bank by 0052, a similar but softer layer of mid brown silty clay with 
occasional chalk inclusions and flint pebbles.  These two “slumping” deposits on the inner edge 
of the ditch were sealed by 0053, a firm layer of mid brown silty clay up to 0.2m thick at its 
maximum with frequent chalk inclusions.  This was overlain by 0054, which filled the remainder 
of the channel as far as the outer bank and comprised firm light greyish brown silty clay with 
moderate chalk and occasional charcoal inclusions.  As the profile suggests (Section 9, Fig. 6), a 
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second attempt to clean/recut the channel then seems to have been made, with a shallow narrow 
channel cut into the top of 0054.  This became filled initially by 0055, a very soft light grey 
slightly silty sand with no notable inclusions which was 0.38m thick at its deepest.  This was 
overlain on the inner bank by 0056, a soft slightly greyish brown sandy clayey silt up to 0.32m 
thick with rare flint, chalk and charcoal inclusions.  This was overlain by the final fill in this part 
of the channel, 0057, which was c. 0.5m thick and comprised soft dark grey sandy silt with 
moderate flints and frequent charcoal flecks. 
 
The eastern moat ditch (0104) was aligned approximately north-north-east to south-south-west 
and was some c. 10m long and perhaps as wide as 6m, with a flattened northern terminus.  It was 
decided that a transverse section would not be excavated, as two had already been examined 
through the other moat ditches.  Rather, a longitudinal sondage was employed to examine the 
nature of the terminus at what must have been the entrance to the moated enclosure.  However, 
in practice it proved difficult to identify the northern edge with any certainty (Section 27, Fig. 6).  
The base was also difficult to discern, but was identified in the centre of the sondage at c. 1.08m.  
The primary fill of the eastern ditch was 0111, firm greyish brown sandy clay some 0.2m thick 
with frequent chalk inclusions and occasional charcoal flecks that did not produce any dateable 
finds.  This was overlain by a small deposit of soft orange-brown sand (0110) against the 
terminus end.  This was sealed by 0109, a “slumping” deposit on the end of the terminus that 
was up to 0.3m thick comprising soft orange-brown sandy clay with moderate chalk inclusions 
but no dateable finds.  Overlying this further into the channel was 0108, a deposit of firm orange-
brown sandy clay with frequent chalk inclusions that included a small quantity of 13th to 14th-
century pottery amongst the recovered finds.  This was sealed by a substantial layer (0106) of 
soft mid brown sandy clay up to 0.48m thick with frequent charcoal flecks and occasional large 
flint cobbles along with over 0.55kg of 13th to 14th-century pottery.  This in turn was overlain by 
0105, a c. 0.2m thick layer of soft dark greyish brown silty clay with numerous inclusions of 
burnt material (charcoal, burnt clay and possibly ash) along with over 0.4kg of 13th to 14th-
century pottery.  This was overlain at the south-west end of the sondage by 0107, a deposit of 
light orange-brown clay with chalk and charcoal inclusions but no dateable finds. 
 
In summary, the southern moat ditch was relatively narrow and deep with relatively little 
recutting activity or slumping of material from the inside of the platform.  In contrast the western 
ditch was rather broader in relation to its depth and had a more complicated pattern of fills, with 
evidence of slumping related to activity on the moat platform as well as periodic maintenance or 
clearing of the channel.  It was difficult to identify any evidence for re-cutting in the eastern 
ditch due to the orientation of the sondage.  However, some slumping of deposits from the area 
of the entrance into the ditch was evident.  Dating evidence was not abundant, with pottery of 
exclusively 13th to 14th-century date recovered from fills at a variety of depths throughout the 
three ditches.  The only clear evidence of a recut or ditch clearance was found in the western 
ditch.  Overall this suggests a relatively short period of use, with perhaps 200 years at the most 
between the cutting of the moat and its eventual abandonment. 
 
Approximately 2.5m to the north of the terminus of the eastern moat ditch a spread of firm dark 
brownish grey silty clay (0078) with moderate flint pebbles and occasional chalk and charcoal 
flecks was partially exposed against the northern limit of the excavation.  This was some 10m 
long east to west and at least 3m wide.  A small quantity of 13th to 14th-century pottery was 
recovered from a 2m wide machine-excavated sondage through this feature that found it to have 
a maximum depth of 0.2m.  It has been interpreted as a possible surface or occupation spread in 
the area of the moated enclosure’s entrance. 
 
Some 0.25m to the east of this spread 0079 was recorded.  On the ground surface this had the 
appearance of a terminating ditch but when excavated was uniformly shallow with a maximum 

 12



depth of 0.18m.  It was 2m wide (east to west) and was at least 3m long (north to south) and 
extended beyond the northern limit of the excavation.  It comprised firm light brownish grey 
silty clay with moderate chalk inclusions and occasional flint pebbles but no dateable finds.  It 
has been tentatively interpreted as a further occupation spread or possible surface associated with 
the entrance to the moated enclosure. 
 
Features within the moat 
Eight features were recorded in the area of the partially revealed moated platform. 
 
Approximately 1m from the inner edge of the southern moat ditch at its mid-way point a large pit 
(0066) was recorded. This was broadly circular with a diameter of c. 1.8m and was 0.56m deep.  
It had quite steep sides that broke sharply to a flattish base and contained four fills (Section 10, 
Fig. 6).  The earliest fill of orange-brown silty sandy clay, 0071, only occurred along the 
southern edge of the pit and held no dateable finds.  The secondary fill, 0070, was a darker 
brown silty sandy clay with moderate chalk and charcoal inclusions which yielded a small 
quantity of 13th to 14th-century pottery.  This was overlain by a very soft mid- to dark brown silty 
sandy clay with occasional charcoal flecks (recorded as 0068 and 0069) that produced two 
sherds of 13th to 14th-century pottery.  The uppermost fill, 0067, held almost 5kg of 13th to 14th-
century pottery, although this principally comprised just four vessels (69% of the sherds 
recovered). 
 
Immediately to the north of this lay 0044, an east to west aligned linear feature up to 0.75m 
wide, c. 12.75m long and 0.28m deep with blunt rounded termini at both ends.  Its single fill 
(0045) comprised very soft mid grey sandy clayey silt with frequent medium to large sub-
angular flint cobbles and a single sherd of 13th to 14th-century pottery.  This is thought most 
likely to represent a beam slot that would originally have held a horizontal foundation timber. 
 
A broadly north- to south-aligned line of three post-holes (0088, 0072 and 0086) was also 
recorded with the southernmost of the three (0088) found c. 0.2m to the south of the western end 
of trench 0044 and describing a line some 8m long.  Respectively, these were 0.75m, 0.9m and 
0.42m in diameter and 0.1m, 0.16m and 0.15m deep.  They were poorly preserved with very 
shallow u-shaped profiles.  All contained single fills and only one (0088) contained dateable 
material; a single sherd of 13th to 14th-century date pottery.  The remaining two have been 
assigned a Phase 3 date on the basis of their association with the moat and its enclosed platform. 
 
Another line  (also c. 8m long) of three post-holes/post-pits (0092, 0090 and 0112) was recorded 
within the moated enclosure; this time aligned west-north-west to east-south-east.  The furthest 
east (0112) was immediately north of the eastern end of robber trench 0044.  This was 0.8m in 
diameter and 0.22m deep with a smooth u-shaped profile.  It contained a single fill with no 
dateable finds.  The next example, 0090, was c. 4m to the west-north-west and was 0.75m in 
diameter and 0.33m deep and had a u-shaped profile with a pronounced square-shaped 
depression in its base.  It also contained a single fill from which 6 sherds of 13th-century pottery 
were recovered.  The last of this line of features (0092) was more rectangular, being 1.7m long 
(east to west) by 0.5m wide and 0.2m deep with a wide shallow profile.  This also held a single 
fill and produced eleven sherds of 13th-century pottery. 
 
The probable beam slot and two lines of post-holes described above are quite poorly preserved 
and do not clearly describe a single coherent phase of structural evidence. However, they do 
suggest successive phases of building in this southern part of the moated platform during the 13th 
and 14th centuries. 
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Phase 4 (Post-medieval) 
Only two features have been assigned to this phase. 
 
Pit 0094 was recorded in the eastern third of Area 1.  This was 3.35m long (east to west), 1.06m 
wide and 0.5m deep with an irregular profile including and undercut northern edge.  It contained 
a single fill of black/very dark grey silty clay that was loosely compacted and appeared more 
modern than that in other features described above.  A late- or post-medieval date for this feature 
was also suggested by the presence of fine sandy micaceous brick despite the presence of some 
13th to 14th-century pottery, which was probably residual. 
 
Ditch 0136 was observed on a north to south alignment some 4m from the western limit of 
excavation in Area 2.  It was traced for 38m across the whole width of the excavated area.  It was 
1.7m wide and 0.72m deep with an even flat-bottomed profile.  It contained a single fill (0137) 
that produced 0.2kg of animal bone and parts of two post-medieval horseshoes.  This probably 
represents an earlier incarnation of the extant parish boundary that divided Areas 1 and 2. 
 
Unphased 
Six features have been assigned to this phase; all occurring within Area 2. 
 
Ditch 0146 was identified at the eastern end of Area 2, and was traced for 12m to the south of the 
northern limit of the excavation.  It was 0.3m wide and up to 0.18m deep with a shallow u-
shaped profile.  Its single fill yielded no dateable finds.  This, combined with its stratigraphic 
isolation, meant that it could not be associated with any of the earlier activity. 
 
Three amorphous spreads of burnt material (0124, 0125 and 0126) were recorded near the centre 
of Area 2.  All had irregular profiles suggestive of natural features and were 0.05m, 0.08m and 
0.12m deep respectively.  None produced any dateable finds. 
 
At the southern end of Area 2 two post-holes (0142 and 0144) were recorded just inside the 
earlier of the two superimposed enclosures (0150) recorded there. Both were circular and of 
similar dimensions (both 0.44m in diameter and 0.14m and 0.28m deep respectively).  Their 
single fills produced no dateable finds.  While it is recognised that they may be associated with 
the medieval enclosure there is insufficient evidence to definitely assign a Phase 3 date.  
Consequently they have remained unphased. 
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The Finds 
Sue Anderson, December 2003 
 
Introduction 
Table 1 shows the quantities of finds collected during the evaluation and excavation.  A full 
quantification by context is given in Appendix 2. 
 

Find type No. Wt/g 
Pottery 915 12570 
CBM 2 38 
Fired clay 19 257 
Lava quern 11 209 
Burnt flint/stone 39 521 
Iron 12 288 
Animal bone 41 830 
Shell 135 1439 

Table 3. Finds quantities. 
 

Pottery 
Introduction 
A total of 915 sherds of pottery weighing 12570g was collected from the site.  Table 2 shows a 
summary of quantities by fabric, and a full quantification by context is shown in Appendix 3. 
 

Fabric Code  No % No. Wt/g % Wt eve
Early Saxon fine sand ESFS 2.04 1 5 0.10
Early Saxon medium quartz ESMQ 2.22 1 7 0.08
Total Early Saxon   2 0.2 12 0.1 0.18
Early Medieval Ware EMW 3.10 168 861 1.04
Early Medieval Ware chalky EMWC 3.12 1 3 
Early Medieval Ware sparse shelly EMWSS 3.19 1 6 
Total early medieval   170 18.6 870 6.9 1.04
Medieval coarseware 1 MCW1 3.203 147 2380 0.94
Medieval coarseware 2 MCW2 3.202 68 736 0.47
Medieval coarseware 3 MCW3 3.201 17 369 0.46
Medieval coarseware 4 MCW4 3.204 13 105 0.27
Hollesley-type coarseware HOLL 3.42 481 7885 3.47
Hollesley glazed ware HOLG 4.32 17 213 
Total medieval 743 81.2 11688 93.0 5.61
Total 915 12570 6.83

Table 4. Pottery quantification by fabric. 
 

Methodology 
Quantification was carried out using sherd count, weight and estimated vessel equivalent (eve).  A full quantification 
by fabric, context and feature is available in the archive.  All fabric codes were assigned from the Suffolk post-
Roman fabric series (see Appendix 4), which includes Norfolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire and Midlands fabrics, as 
well as imported wares.  Imports were identified from Jennings (1981). Thetford Ware fabrics are based on Dallas 
(1984), and forms on Anderson (forthcoming).  Non-local ware identifications are based on McCarthy and Brooks 
(1988).  A ×20 microscope was used for fabric identification and characterisation.  Form terminology follows 
MPRG (1998).  Recording uses a system of letters for fabric codes together with number codes for ease of sorting in 
database format.  SCCAS pottery quantification forms were used and the results were input onto an Access 97 
database. 
 
Pottery by period 
Early Saxon pottery 
Two rim sherds from 0117 may be of Early Saxon date.  Both were handmade and not typical of 
early medieval forms.  One was a small bowl with an upright rim in a buff fine sandy fabric, and 
the other was a small jar with a very short simple everted rim in a black medium sandy fabric. 
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Early medieval pottery 
A relatively large quantity of 11th-12th century early medieval ware (EMW) was recovered from 
this site.  Fabrics ranged from fine to medium sandy, and the vessel types were typical of 
Norfolk-type EMW, generally dark brown or black in colour but occasionally oxidised red, with 
very thin walls and simple everted rims.  Fifteen vessels were identifiable, all jars, with 
diameters ranging from 130 to 200mm.  Two rims were decorated with thumbing.  A few of the 
rims appeared to have been wheel-finished, which may suggest a 12th-13th century date.  Two 
sherds in other fabrics, sparse shell-tempered and chalk-tempered, were also found. 
 
Medieval pottery 
The majority of pottery from this site belonged to the high medieval period.  Five coarseware 
fabrics were identified in the medieval assemblage: 
 

MCW1 well-fired medium sandy pale grey to orange fabric containing common cream-buff soft clay pellets, 
occasional coarse fragments of dark red flint, sparse mica and burnt-out organics.   

MCW2 dark grey to black, abundant medium quartz sand inclusions and occasional coarse flint.   
MCW3 grey, fine-medium sandy, occasional large fragments of white flint and small ferrous inclusions. 
MCW4 grey, fine sandy micaceous. 
HOLL Pale to dark blue-grey or buff, often variable within a single vessel. Inclusions: common or abundant 

white and clear sub-rounded sand (0.2-1.0mm); sparse sub-rounded ferrous oxide (up to 1mm); 
sparse angular mica (up to 0.5mm); sparse very coarse rounded grog (up to 5mm); also occasional 
very coarse pieces of quartz or flint (up to 4mm). 

 
It is likely that MCW1 and MCW3 are variants of Hollesley-type ware, either made at the same 
production site with a different batch of clay, or from an as yet unidentified source in East 
Suffolk.  A fabric similar to MCW1 was common at a medieval moated site in Stowmarket 
(Anderson, 2004).  Fine fabric MCW4 was not common, but similar fabrics in Suffolk, for 
example in Bury St. Edmunds, appear to belong to the second half of the medieval period (13th-
14th centuries), and would be contemporary with Hollesley.  MCW2 appears to belong to the 
earlier part of the period (12th-13th centuries) and at this site it was often found in association 
with EMW. 
 
Sixty-three vessels in this assemblage were identifiable.  There were 45 jars, twelve jugs, one jar 
or jug, and five bowls.  Very few were decorated, but decoration methods included applied 
thumbed strips at the shoulder or on the body, finger tip impressions at the shoulder, incised 
wavy lines on rim and neck, thumbed rims, and deep circular stab marks in a handle.  Rim types 
included beaded upright (nine examples), beaded (ten examples), plain upright (five examples), 
simple everted (22 examples), thickened everted (fifteen examples, of which eleven were 
squared types), and flat-topped everted (two examples).  Bases were all sagging.  Handles were 
generally fairly plain medium to wide straps.  The range of Hollesley vessel types were typical of 
the production site (West, forthcoming). 
 
Glazed wares were rare at this site, representing only 2.3% of the medieval assemblage, and all 
were Hollesley-types with poorly applied, sparse, lead green glaze on the external surface only.  
All sherds were probably from jugs, but no rims were present. 
 
Pottery by context 
Pottery was recovered from most excavated features, but there were concentrations in some 
areas.  The largest groups were from pit 0066 within the moat, the moat ditches themselves 
(comp 0148), ditch 0023 in the evaluation, and the two L-shaped ditches in Area 2 (0149 and 
0150).  In all of these, earlier and later medieval pottery sherds were found, suggesting either 
slow back-filling, or fill composed of surrounding topsoil which had been manured over the 
centuries; since very little abrasion was seen, the former seems more likely.  This is true of most 
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of the smaller groups from other features, with the following exceptions: ditches 0061 and 0082 
and pit 0038 contained largely earlier pottery, and later material seems likely to be intrusive in 
these, and ditches 0035 and 0064 and pit 0133 contained only early medieval wares.  The 
material from the moat was almost entirely 13th-14th century, and pit 0066 was also dominated 
by pottery of this date, but in this case the majority of sherds (156 of 227) represented only four 
vessels.  Ditch fill 0103 also produced large quantities of sherds from three vessels, one of which 
was also found in evaluation context 0024 which could be identified as part of the same feature 
(ditch 0102). 
 
Ceramic Building Material (CBM) and fired clay 
Only two fragments of CBM were recovered.  A small fragment of abraded Roman tile in a 
medium sandy micaceous fabric was found in pit fill 0067, and a piece of soft fine sandy 
micaceous red brick of probable late to post-medieval date came from pit fill 0095. 
 
Fired clay was found in four features.  Fragments in a medium sandy fabric with sparse 
calcareous inclusions and smoothed flat surfaces were collected from spread 0015, moat fill 
0105 and enclosure ditch fill 0115.  One hard red piece with abundant chalk inclusions came 
from pit fill 0070.  The fragments are likely to be pieces of daub or render, although no wattle 
impressions were evident in any.  One fragment from 0115 had a slightly curving surface and 
was reduced on the inner side; this may be an object, but the fabric was similar to other, flatter, 
pieces. 
 
Miscellaneous 
Eleven pieces of lava quern in poor condition were recovered from ditch fill 0123.  Burnt flint 
and sandstone fragments were found in pit fill 0097 and could indicate a prehistoric date for this 
feature.  One other fragment of burnt flint, from ditch fill 0061, was found in association with 
medieval pottery. 
 
Metalwork 
All metalwork from this site was iron.  The assemblage consisted of six nails and a clench bolt 
(0024, 0067, 0070, 0077, 0105), a small ring or loop (0106), a tool socket and part of a knife 
(0115), and a complete post-medieval horseshoe and fragment of another (0137). 
 
Biological evidence 
Animal bone 
In comparison with the pottery assemblage, the animal bone collected from this site is a very 
small group.  It was well-preserved and could be of post-medieval date, but was generally found 
in association with medieval pottery. 
 
In general, the thirteen contexts producing bone contained fragments from only one or two bones 
each.  The usual range of animals was represented, with large mammals appearing to occur more 
commonly than medium mammals.  A near-complete Bos radius was recovered from pit fill 
0067, and there were small fragments of cattle bones from other contexts.  Part of an equid 
metacarpal was found in moat fill 0105, and a complete equid metacarpal was found in moat fill 
0106; the latter suggested that the individual to which it belonged was 11.6 hands high.  
Fragments of an equid maxilla and teeth were recovered from ditch fill 0137, along with a 
complete horseshoe of post-medieval date.  A sheep tooth was found in spread 0119, and a 
juvenile male pig mandible was found in moat fill 0106.  Several bones showed signs of gnawing 
by dogs and probably lay around the site for a while before final deposition. 
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Shell 
A total of 134 oyster shells were collected from six features, and a small abraded fragment of 
mussel shell was also found.  The latter was with the largest group of oysters; 61 individual 
shells collected from ditch fill 0024.  Ditch fill 0101 also produced a large quantity, 48 shells. 
Most shells were well preserved. 
 
Discussion of the finds evidence 
The large quantity of pottery recovered from this site is unusual for a rural medieval finds 
assemblage from a relatively small excavation area.  Presumably it relates to the presence of a 
moated site, although none of the finds would suggest particularly high status.  For example, no 
imported or non-regional pottery was found, despite the site’s proximity to the coast and the 
presence of a quay in the neighbouring parish of Covehithe.  The lack of non-ferrous metalwork, 
despite the use of a metal-detector, could also be seen as indicative of lower status.  The pottery 
of the earlier medieval period is dominated by Norfolk-type fabrics and forms, whilst that of the 
later period shows a shift in suppliers to the production sites of the Suffolk coast.  Even so, the 
paucity of glazed wares is more typical of low to medium status rural sites than high status ones.  
The presence of lava quern in the assemblage suggests that small-scale grain processing was 
probably carried out in the vicinity, and there may well have been an oven based on the presence 
of fired clay.  However, the non-ceramic portion of the finds group is generally too small to 
provide further useful evidence. 
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Discussion and Conclusions 
 
The most significant finding of the excavation was the presence of a previously unknown 
medieval moated site.  This is the first known in the parishes of Benacre or Henstead with 
Hulver Street (indeed only one is known in the neighbouring parish of Wrentham to the south, 
and that is near its western edge).  It is also one of the furthest east in Suffolk – right on the limit 
of the underlying boulder till that such sites normally occupy (Dymond and Martin 1999). 
 
There was also sparse evidence for prehistoric and possibly Saxon occupation in the vicinity of 
the site. 
 
The principal phase of occupation was medieval, beginning perhaps as early as the 11th century, 
with a system of boundary ditches and possibly small tenement plots established in the north 
west corner of the site, which may have seen continued use as late as the 14th century.  Although 
these front onto Wood Lane the area excavated did not allow any examination of the former 
frontage. 
 
By the 13th century the pattern of land use changed, with the establishment of a moated 
enclosure.  An adjacent pond and two successive sub-rectangular enclosures 100m to the east 
appear to be broadly contemporary with the moat.  A single rubbish pit, a possible beam slot and 
six post-holes within the area of the moated platform attest to occupation and the probable 
presence of structures during the 13th to 14th centuries.  However, the poor preservation of these 
features and the partial exposure of the platform means that few conclusions about building types 
or construction methods can be drawn.  Similarly, the precise nature of the access to the platform 
remains unclear.  The available evidence suggests the presence of a simple causeway in the 
eastern ditch rather than any form of bridge structure. 
 
Although only partially revealed it would seem that the moated site was quite small in scale as 
well as being short-lived, with a relatively simple pattern of fills in the moat ditches and few 
episodes of maintenance or re-cutting.  A foundation for the moated site sometime in the 13th to 
14th century is probable, with abandonment by the onset of the 15th century.  It could be argued 
that its scale indicates a ditched farmstead rather than a true moated site (Martin and Aitkens, 
1999). However, the full extent of the enclosed area was not revealed and it is possible that the 
moated enclosure extends substantially to the north, all the way to Wood Lane (which would 
enclose c.900m2).  When considered as a true moated site it is certainly in the category of smaller 
(generally enclosing less than half an acre) examples typical of free tenements or parsonages 
(Ibid, 1999).  The evidence in this case does not suggest any pattern of continuity from earlier 
periods, so the origins of the settlement remain enigmatic.  One possible explanation for the 
site’s origins lies in the suggestion that during the increase in population throughout the 13th 
century settlement expanded into previously wooded marginal areas.  The presence of three other 
areas of designated Ancient Woodland (Savage Wood 0.75km to the south west, Wrentham 
Great Wood 1km to the south and Kitchen Wood 1.2km to the south) nearby, in addition to 
Benacre Wood itself suggests that such a hypothesis fits well with the present site. 
 
Our lack of knowledge relating to the physical definition of medieval rural settlement patterns 
has been highlighted as a regional research priority (Brown and Glazebrook 2000).  Wade (1997) 
points out that whilst Suffolk has a very high concentration of moated sites they have received 
little attention.  The regional Research Agenda has also highlighted the need for the definition of 
medieval settlement patterns and the dating of their constituent elements (Wade 2000).  The 
limited excavation at Wood Lane was not able to define the wider nature of the land use but did 
reveal (and broadly date) a previously unknown moated focus of high medieval settlement.  The 
present site fits well into the overall pattern of population trends classically applied to the region 
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– with an expansion in the 12th to 13th centuries, followed by a marked decline in the 14th century 
(often thought to be partly associated with the Black Death, but also with a series of disastrous 
harvests early in the century).  The conventionally accepted recovery in population in the 15th 
century does not appear to have included resettlement or continued occupation of land on the 
present site.  This also accords well with the regional picture of rural desertion and the 
depopulation of settlements, which appears to have been considerable in this north-eastern corner 
of Suffolk if the evidence of abandoned or isolated churches is considered (Martin, 1999). 
 
The partial exposure and therefore limited excavation of the moated enclosure makes it difficult 
to assess the function and significance of the site.  The limited stratigraphic evidence available 
suggests that the site most likely represents a lower status ditched farmstead, at least on the basis 
of its size.  This is supported by the finds evidence which shows a paucity of metalwork and 
imported pottery.  The likely date of the settlement may also be informative when status is 
considered.  Anderson (2004), in citing Le Patourel and Roberts (1978), notes that moat building 
in the 13th and 14th centuries was subject to a change in emphasis, with concept of moat building 
spreading to lower status tiers of rural society.  The associated idea of ‘limitation and the 
protection of personal property’ would seem to have been embraced by smaller landowners who 
would almost certainly have not been moat builders in earlier times.  Little can be said about the 
type of landholding (e.g. ancient free tenement) in the absence of any documentary research. 
 
Evidence of post-medieval activity was limited to a single pit and a ditch that probably 
represents an earlier incarnation of the existing parish boundary (between Benacre and Henstead 
with Hulver Street) that divided Areas 1 and 2.  It seems probable that following the 
abandonment of the moated settlement the site became open land until the present day. The field 
boundaries extant immediately prior to the development appear to have remained the same at 
least as far back as the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1884 and Hodskinson’s map of 
1783 as well as a late 16th century estate map.  The precise origins of Benacre Park itself are 
unclear, although it is almost certainly not of medieval origin.  The estate emerges in the 
historical record clearly in the second quarter of the 17th century when purchased by the North 
family.  It then came into the possession of Sir Thomas Gooch (the Bishop of Norwich and Ely) 
in the early 18th century and has remained in the family’s ownership to the present day. 
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Any opinions expressed in this report about the need for further archaeological work are those of the Field 
Projects Division alone.  The need for further work will be determined by the Local Planning Authority and its 
archaeological advisors when a planning application is registered.  Suffolk County Council’s archaeological 
contracting service cannot accept responsibility for inconvenience caused to clients should the Planning 
Authority take a different view to that expressed in this report.



Appendix 1 
Context List 

OP No Feature Comp 
No 

Type Identifier Description Under Over Cuts Cut By Section 
No 

Spot 
Date 

Phase 

0001 0001   Finds Unstrat finds from evaluation and excavation (none retained)        
0002 0002  Deposit Topsoil Fairly uniform (0.30 - 0.60m thick) layer of friable brownish grey 

loam with occasional small flint pebbles and CBM flecks. 
+ All      

0003 0003  Deposit Natural 
Drift 

Firm light orange-brown (slight bluish mottling) very slightly silty 
sandy clay with rare small-medium angular flint cobbles, moderate 
small rounded/subrounded chalk nodules. 

All -      

0004 0004 0150 Cut Ditch 1.15m wide, 0.65m deep N-S aligned ditch observed in Trench 5. 
Straight parallel sided linear with a near vertical eastern side and 
steeply sloping western side breaking gradually to a flattish base. 

0006 NFE 0003  Eval 1  3 

0005 0004 0150 Fill Ditch Secondary fill observed in ditch 0004. Firm mottled slightly brownish 
grey silty clay with moderate snail shell and small chalk nodules, 
occasional small-medium flint pebbles. 

0002 0006   Eval 1  3 

0006 0004 0150 Fill Ditch Primary fill of ditch 0004. Soft mid grey clayey silt with frequent pot 
frags and occasional charcoal flecks and small chalk nodules. 

0005 0004   Eval 1 13-14 3 

0007 0007  Cut Ditch 0.90m wide, 0.30m deep N-S aligned ditch observed in Trench 5 of 
the evaluation. Straight parallel sided linear with a smooth 'U' shaped 
profile. 

0008 NFE 0003  Eval 2  3 

0008 0007  Fill Ditch Single fill of 0007. Firm mid grey silty clay with occasional chalk 
flecks and rare pot and animal bone frags. 

0002 0007   Eval 2 13-14 3 

0009 0009  Cut Posthole Small (0.50m diameter, 0.08m deep) posthole/pit in Trench 5 of the 
evaluation. Shallow concave sides and a flattish base. 

0010 NFE 0003  Eval 3  u 

0010 0009  Fill Posthole Single fill of 0009. Firm dark grey silty clay with rare chalk nodules, 
occasional charcoal flecks and CBM frags. 

0002 0009   Eval 3  u 

0011 0011 0118 Cut Ditch 1.85m wide, 0.75m deep NNE-SSW aligned ditch recorded in Trench 
5. Straight parallel sided linear with slightly stepped moderately steep 
sides breaking gradually to a rounded base. 

0012 NFE 0003  Eval 4  3 

0012 0011 0118 Fill Ditch Primary fill/silting of ditch 0011. Firm mid brownish grey silty clay 
with occasional charcoal flecks and rare pot frags and small chalk 
nodules. 

0013 0011   Eval 4 12-13 3 

0013 0011 0118 Fill Ditch Secondary fill of 0011. Firm slightly greyish brown silty clay with 
moderate chalk flecks. Only observed against E edge of ditch - 
possible slumping. 

0014 0012   Eval 4  3 

0014 0011 0118 Fill Ditch Upper fill of ditch 0011. Firm mid grey clayey silt with occasional 
charcoal and chalk flecks. Rare medium-large flint cobbles and pot 

0002 0013   Eval 4 13+ 3 
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frags. 
0015 0015  Deposit Spread Amorphous (1.40m long, 0.50m wide by 0.10m deep) spread of burnt 

debris in Trench 5. Possible fire debris/evidence of in situ burning. 
0002 0003     u 

0016 0016  Cut Pit 1.90m long (N-S), 1.20m wide (E-W) and 0.20m deep partially 
revealed oval pit recorded in Trench 6. Shallow smooth sides with a 
gradual break to a flat base. 

0017 NFE 0003  Eval 6  3 

0017 0016  Fill Pit Single fill of 0016. Firm mid slightly greenish grey silty clay with rare 
chalk flecks, medium flint pebbles and pot frags. 

0002 0016   Eval 6 12-13 3 

0018 0018  Cut Gully 0.38m wide and 0.15m deep meandering WNW-ESE aligned gully 
observed in Trench 6. Steep smooth sides with a gradual break to a 'V' 
shaped base. 

0019 NFE 0003  Eval 5  3 

0019 0018  Fill Gully Single fill of 0018. Firm mid grey silty clay with occasional chalk and 
charcoal flecks as well as rare pot frags. 

0002 0018   Eval 5 13 3 

0020 0020  Cut ?Ditch Partially observed section of moated site in area of Trench 7. Later 
recorded in excavation. 

      3 

0021 0021  Cut ?Ditch Another large spread observed in Trench 7, indicative of moated 
enclosure. Not excavated during evaluation stage. 

      3 

0022 0022  Cut ?Ditch Another large spread observed in Trench 7, indicative of moated 
enclosure. Not excavated during evaluation stage. 

      3 

0023 0023  Cut Ditch Partially revealed ditch with western terminus recorded in Trench 7. 
At least 0.80m wide, 8.00m long and 0.60m deep. Aligned ENE-
WSW. Pronounced step to steeply sloping southern side breaking 
sharply to a flattish base. 

0024 NFE 0003  Eval 7  3 

0024 0023  Fill Ditch Single fill of 0023. Firm mid grey silty clay with moderate pottery and 
oyster shell frags. Occasional charcoal and chalk flecks. 

0002 0023   Eval 7 13-14 3 

0025 0025  Cut ?Ditch Extensive spread recorded in Trench 7, again later explored more fully 
in excavation. 

      3 

0026 0026 0148 Cut Moat Slot across E-W arm of moat. 2.70m wide (N-S) and 1.42m deep with 
a broadly smooth 'V' shaped profile breaking gradually to rounded 
base. 

0027 NFE 0003  1  3 

0027 0026 0148 Fill Moat Primary fill of 0026. Very soft bluish grey slightly sandy clayey silt 
with occasional chalk flecks and pockets of sand. Rare charcoal 
flecks. 

0028 0026   1  3 

0028 0026 0148 Fill Moat Secondary fill of 0026. Very soft dark grey clayey silt with occasional 
small-medium subrounded chalk nodules, moderate charcoal flecks 
and rare snail shells. 

0029 0027   1 13-14 3 

0029 0026 0148 Fill Moat Tertiary fill of 0026. Soft mottled mid brownish grey slightly sandy 
clayey silt with occasional small subangular flint pebbles and rare 
chalk/charcoal flecks. 

0030 0028   1  3 
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0030 0026 0148 Fill Moat Upper fill of 0026. Firm mid brownish grey silty clay with occasional 
chalk and charcoal flecks. Rare small-medium subangular flint 
pebbles. 

0002 0029   1  3 

0031 0031  Cut Ditch N-S aligned tenement/field boundary ditch. 0.80m wide (E-W) by 
0.55m deep and 13.00m+ long. Straight parallel sided linear with near 
vertical sides breaking quite sharply to a flattish base. 

0032 NFE 0003  2  3 

0032 0031  Fill Ditch Primary fill of 0031. Stiff slightly brownish grey sandy clayey silt 
with rare chalk flecks and pot frags. Occasional charcoal flecks. 

0033 0031   2 12-13 3 

0033 0031  Fill Ditch Secondary fill/slumping in 0031. Soft light brown sandy clayey silt 
with moderate small-medium angular/subangular flint pebbles. 

0034 0032   2  3 

0034 0031  Fill Ditch Upper fill of 0031. Very soft mid grey slightly sandy clayey silt with 
occasional flint pebbles and rare charcoal flecks. 

 0033  0062 2  3 

0035 0035  Cut Ditch N-S aligned field/tenement boundary ditch in Area 1. 0.48m wide, 
0.20m deep and 8.00m+ long with a shallow smooth sided 'U' shaped 
profile and a concave base. 

0036 NFE 0003  3  3 

0036 0035  Fill Ditch Single fill in S terminus of 0035. Very soft mid grey silty clay with 
moderate pot frags. Occasional charcoal flecks and small subangular 
flint pebbles. 

0002 0035   3 11-12 3 

0037 0037  Cut Post-
pit/pad 

Sub-rounded pit/possible post-pad. 1.25m long (N-S), by 1.10m wide 
(E-W) and 0.20m deep with slightly concave moderately sloping sides 
breaking imperceptibly to a flat base. 

0038 NFE 0003  4  3 

0038 0037  Fill Post-
pit/pad 

Single fill of 0037. Very soft mottled mid grey clayey silty sand with 
moderate pot frags and rare medium subangular flint cobbles. 

0002 0037   4 12 3 

0039 0039  Cut Post-
pit/pad 

Circular (0.70m diameter and 0.14m deep) in Area 1. Slightly concave 
shallow sides breaking imperceptibly to a flattish base. 

0040 NFE 0003  5  3 

0040 0039  Fill Post-
pit/pad 

Single fill of 0039. Very soft mid grey clayey silty sand with 
occasional pot frags and moderate medium subangular flint cobbles. 

0002 0039   5 12 3 

0041 0041  Cut Ditch NE-SW aligned field boundary ditch. 0.80m wide, 0.30m deep and 
20.5m long. Smooth c. 45 deg southern side and slightly stepped N 
side breaking sharply to a 'V' shaped base. 

0042, 
0043 

NFE 0003  6, 7  3 

0042 0041  Fill Ditch Single fill of 0041 near western end. Firm light greyish brown silty 
clay with rare pot frags, occasional small subrounded flint pebbles and 
chalk flecks. 

0031 0041  0031 6 13 3 

0043 0041  Fill Ditch Single fill of NE terminus of 0041. Very soft light greyish brown 
sandy silty clay with rare pot frags. Same as 0042? 

0031 0041  0031 7 13-14 3 

0044 0044  Cut Ditch Probable robber trench within moated enclosure. 13.00m long (E-W), 
0.75m wide and 0.28m deep with a smooth 'U' shaped profile and 
rounded base. 

0045 NFE 0003  8  3 

0045 0044  Fill Ditch Single fill of 0044. Very soft mid grey sandy clayey silt with common 0002 0044   8 13-14 3 
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medium-large subangular/subrounded flint cobbles. Rare pot frags. 
Amount of flint in comparison to other features suggests robbed out 
flint foundation. 

0046 0046 0148 Cut Moat Section across western N-S arm of moated enclosure ditch. 4.10m 
wide (E-W), 1.35m deep and 15.00m+ long (N-S). Moderately steep 
(c 45 deg) sides with a slight step to both sides. Step less pronounced 
on 'inside' (E) side. Broad flat base. 

0047, 
0048 

NFE 0003  9  3 

0047 0046 0148 Fill Moat Primary silting in E side of moat section 0046. Very soft dark grey 
silty sand. Possibly same as 0048. 

0049 0046   9  3 

0048 0046 0148 Fill Moat Primary silting in W side of section 0046. Very soft mid grey silty 
sand. Same as 0047? 

0049 0046   9  3 

0049 0046 0148 Fill Moat Fill in moat segment 0046. Firm light yellowish brown slightly silty 
sandy clay with frequent chalk flecks/small subrounded nodules, 
moderate small subangular flint pebbles (all poorly sorted). 

0050 0047, 
0048 

  9  3 

0050 0046 0148 Fill Moat Fill in moat segment 0046. Very soft mid to dark grey silty sand with 
rare pot frags and occasional charcoal flecks. 

0051 0049   9 13-14 3 

0051 0046 0148 Fill Moat Layer of slumping on inside edge of moat segment 0046. Firm greyish 
brown silty clay with frequent chalk flecks/small subrounded nodules.

0052 0050   9  3 

0052 0046 0148 Fill Moat Layer of slumping on inside edge of moat segment 0046. Soft mid 
brown silty clay with occasional chalk flecks and small subangular 
flint pebbles. 

0053 0051   9  3 

0053 0046 0148 Fill Moat Layer  of slumped material on inside edge of moat segment 0046. 
Firm mid brown silty clay with frequent poorly sorted small-medium 
subrounded chalk nodules. 

0054 0052   9  3 

0054 0046 0148 Fill Moat Substantial slowly deposited layer in moat segment 0046, when 
channel was quite broad. Firm light greyish brown silty clay with 
moderate chalk flecks, occasional charcoal flecks and small 
subrounded flint pebbles. 

0055 0053   9  3 

0055 0046 0148 Fill Moat Layer recorded in centre of moat segment 0046. Probably a basal fill 
of a later shallower incarnation of the feature. Very soft light grey silty 
sand. 

0056 0054   9  3 

0056 0046 0148 Fill Moat Upper fill of later incarnation of moat channel in segment 0046. 
Found on inside edge only. Soft slightly greyish brown sandy clayey 
silt with rare small-medium subangular flint pebbles, charcoal flecks 
and small chalk nodules. All poorly sorted. 

0057 0055   9  3 

0057 0046 0148 Fill Moat Upper fill of segment 0046. Soft dark grey sandy silt with moderate 
small-medium subangular flints. Frequent charcoal flecks. Occasional 
CBM fragments. 

0002 0056   9  3 

0058 0058  Cut Posthole Circular (0.45m diameter and 0.24m deep) posthole with steep smooth 0059 NFE 0003  11  3 
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sides breaking gradually to a pointed base. 
0059 0058  Fill Posthole Single fill of 0058. Soft mid slightly brownish grey silty clay with 

moderate charcoal and red burnt flecks and rare small subangular flint 
pebbles. 

0002 0058   11  3 

0060 0060  Cut Ditch Straight parallel sided SE-NW aligned linear with a rounded western 
terminus. 0.75m wide, 0.32m deep and 19.00m+ long. Steeply sloping 
slightly convex sides breaking sharply to a flat base. 

0061  0063  13  3 

0061 0060  Fill Ditch Single fill in terminus of 0060. Firm mid brownish grey silty clay with 
moderate pot frags and occasional medium-large subrounded flint 
cobbles. Rare charcoal flecks. 

 0060  0084=
0098 

13 12 3 

0062 0062  Cut Ditch Straight parallel sided ditch aligned broadly E-W with rounded eastern 
terminus. 0.60m wide, 0.08m deep and 27.00m+ long. Shallow 
concave sides breaking imperceptibly to a rounded base. 

0063 NFE 0076, 
0034 

 13  3 

0063 0062  Fill Ditch Single fill in terminus of 0062. Very soft light brownish grey sandy 
silty clay with rare pot frags, charcoal flecks and small subrounded 
flint pebbles. 

 0062  0060 13 12-13 3 

0064 0064  Cut Ditch Straight parallel sided ditch aligned broadly E-W with rounded 
western terminus. Eastern end obscured by field drain trench. 0.66m 
wide, 0.20m deep and 7.00m long with moderately sloping slightly 
concave sides breaking gradually to a flattish base. 

0065 NFE 0003  13  3 

0065 0064  Fill Ditch Single fill of 0064. Soft mid grey slightly sandy silty clay with 
moderate charcoal flecks, rare pot frags and chalk flecks. 

0002 0064   13 11-12 3 

0066 0066  Cut Pit Roughly circular (1.90 N-S by 1.80m E-W) rubbish pit 0.56m deep 
with 45 deg sloping sides and a flattish base. 

0071 NFE 0003  10  3 

0067 0066  Fill Pit Upper fill in pit 0066. Soft mid brown silty sandy clay with moderate 
chalk and charcoal flecks. Occasional pot frags. 

0002 0068, 
0069 

  10 13-14 3 

0068 0066  Fill Pit Tertiary fill of pit 0066. Soft mid to dark brown silty sandy clay with 
occasional charcoal flecks and pot frags. 

0067 0070   10 13-14 3 

0069 0066  Fill Pit Tertiary fill of pit 0066. Stiff mid brown silty sandy clay with 
occasional chalk flecks. 

0067 0070   10  3 

0070 0066  Fill Pit Secondary fill of pit 0066. Mid brown silty sandy clay with rare pot 
frags and moderate chalk and charcoal flecks. 

0068, 
0069 

0071   10 13-14 3 

0071 0066  Fill Pit Primary silting of pit 0066. Recorded on southern edge of pit only. 
Firm orange brown silty sandy clay with occasional chalk flecks. 

0070 0066   10  3 

0072 0072  Cut Posthole Circular posthole/post-pad within moated enclosure. 0.90m diameter 
and 0.16m deep with gently sloping sides breaking gradually to a 
rounded base. 

0073 NFE 0003  18  3 

0073 0072  Fill Posthole Single fill of 0072. Soft greyish brown silty sandy clay with moderate 
charcoal flecks. 

0002 0072   18  3 
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0074 0074  Cut Ditch Straight parallel sided linear N-S aligned field/tenement boundary 
ditch. 1.28m wide (E-W), 0.67m deep and 12.5m long. Smooth 45 deg 
sides with a gradual break to a flattish base. 

0075 NFE 0003  14  3 

0075 0074  Fill Ditch Primary fill of 0074. C. 0.40m deep firm mid greyish brown silty clay 
with moderate chalk flecks and occasional charcoal flecks. 

0076 0074   14  3 

0076 0074  Fill Ditch Secondary fill of 0074. Soft mid brownish grey silty clay with rare pot 
frags and small subangular flint pebbles. Occasional chalk and 
charcoal flecks. 

 0075  0062 14 13-14 3 

0077 0127  Fill Pond General number for upper fill of pond 0127 at its northern edge, where 
explored by machine slot and found to be shallow (0.24m max). Soft 
mid brownish grey silty sandy clay with rare pot frags, occasional 
chalk nodules and small-medium subangular flints. 

0002 0129    13-14 3 

0078 0078  Deposit Spread/sur
face 

Probable entrance surface/occupation spread (0.20m deep). Firm dark 
brownish grey silty clay with moderate small-medium subangular flint 
pebbles/cobbles. Occasional chalk and charcoal flecks. Rare pot frags.

0002 NFE    13-14 3 

0079 0079  Deposit Spread General occupation layer/spread partially revealed at northern edge of 
Area 1. 3.00m long (N-S) and 2.00m wide (E-W) by 0.18m deep. Firm 
light brownish grey silty clay with moderate chalk flecks/small 
nodules. Occasional small-medium subangular flints 

0002 NFE     3 

0080 0080  Cut Ditch Short (3.75m N-S) curving ditch segment or elongated pit (0.95m 
wide and 0.42m deep) with blunt rounded ends. Smooth straight 45 
deg sides with a gradual break to a flat base. 

0081 NFE 0003  15  3 

0081 0080  Fill Ditch Single fill of 0080. Firm mid greyish brown silty clay with moderate 
medium-large subangular flint cobbles. Rare pot frags. Occasional 
chalk and charcoal flecks. Considerable amount of flint rubble - 
possible robber? 

0002 0080   15 13-14 3 

0082 0082  Cut Ditch N-S aligned straight parallel sided filed/tenement boundary ditch with 
blunt rounded southern terminus. 1.10m wide (E-W), 0.30m deep and 
7.00m long with gently sloping concave sides breaking gradually to a 
wide flat base. 

0083 NFE 0003  16  3 

0083 0082  Fill Ditch Single fill of 0082. Firm mid brownish grey silty clay with rare chalk 
and charcoal flecks and small subangular flint pebbles. Occasional pot 
frags. 

0002 0082   16 12-13 3 

0084 0084 0149 Cut Ditch Section of long boundary ditch delineating S limit of site. Re-used for 
insertion of later field drains. 90.00m long, 1.38m wide and 0.45m 
deep with rounded eastern terminus (see 0098). Smooth concave sides 
with an imperceptible break to a rounded base. 

0085 NFE 0003  17  3 

0085 0084 0149 Fill Ditch Single fill of 0084. Soft mid greyish brown clayey silt with moderate 
medium subrounded flint pebbles. Contains two later ceramic field 

0002 0084   17  3 
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drains for part of its length. 
0086 0086  Cut Posthole Circular posthole/post-pad within moated enclosure. 0.42m diameter 

and 0.15m deep with gently sloping slightly concave sides breaking 
imperceptible to a rounded base. 

0087 NFE 0003  19  3 

0087 0086  Fill Posthole Single fill of 0086. Soft mid slightly brownish grey silty clay with rare 
chalk and charcoal flecks. Occasional small-medium subangular flints.

0002 0086   19  3 

0088 0088  Cut Posthole Sub-rounded posthole/post-pad within moated enclosure. C. 0.75m 
diameter and 0.10m deep. Gently sloping uneven sides with an 
imperceptible break to an undulating base. 

0089 NFE 0003  20  3 

0089 0088  Fill Posthole Single fill of 0088. Soft light brownish grey silty clay with rare pot 
frags. Occasional chalk flecks and small-medium subangular flint 
pebbles. 

0002 0088   20 13-14 3 

0090 0090  Cut Posthole Circular posthole/post-pad within moated enclosure. Steeply sloping 
concave sides with a sharp step toward the base. Sharp break of slope 
to a flat squared base. 

0091 NFE 0003  21  3 

0091 0090  Fill Posthole Single fill of 0090. Soft mid brownish grey silty clay with rare pot 
frags and charcoal flecks. 

0002 0090   21 13 3 

0092 0092  Cut Pit/slot Sub-rectangular slot or post-pad within moated enclosure. 1.70m long 
(E-W), 0.50m wide (N-S) and 0.20m deep. Steep southern side and 
fairly steep northern edge breaking gradually to a flat base. 

0093 NFE 0003  22  3 

0093 0092  Fill Pit/slot Single fill of 0092. Soft slightly brownish grey silty clay with rare pot 
frags and chalk flecks. Occasional charcoal flecks and small 
subrectangular flint pebbles. 

0002 0092   22 13 3 

0094 0094  Cut Pit Rectangular refuse pit with straight sides and rounded corners. 3.35m 
long (E-W), 1.06m wide (N-S) and 0.50m deep. Vertical (in places 
slightly undercut) sides with a gradual break of slope to a concave 
base. 

0095 NFE 0003  23  4 

0095 0094  Fill Pit Single fill of 0094. Soft dark grey silty clay with rare pot, oyster shell 
frags and chalk flecks. Moderate charcoal flecks. 

0002 0094   23 LMed/P
Med 

4 

0096 0096  Cut Pit Oval pit full of fire debris just inside "entrance" between 0098 and 
0100. 1.35m long (E-W) by 0.70m wide (N-S) and 0.20m deep. 
Gently sloping concave southern side (N edge truncated by field 
drain) breaking imperceptibly to a flat base. 

0097 NFE 0003  24  1 

0097 0096  Fill Pit Single fill of 0096. Soft dark grey slightly clayey sandy silt with 
frequent medium subrounded burnt stone and occasional charcoal 
flecks. 

0002 0096   24 Preh? 1 

0098 0098 0149 Cut Ditch Section through terminus of 0149. 0.80m wide (N-S) and 0.34m deep 
with smooth slightly concave sides breaking gradually to a rounded 
base that becomes slightly squared in the eastern terminus. 

0099 NFE 0003  25  3 
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0099 0098 0149 Fill Ditch Single fill in terminus of boundary ditch 0149. Soft mid brownish grey 
slightly sandy silty clay. Rare pot and animal bone frags. Occasional 
chalk and charcoal flecks as well as small-medium subrounded flint 
pebbles. 

0002 0098   25 11-12 3 

0100 0100  Cut Ditch Section through terminus of E-W boundary ditch marking southern 
edge of site. 33.00m long, 0.90m wide and 0.45m deep. Straight 
smooth c 45 deg sides with a sharp break of slope to a flat base. 
Slightly squared base in the otherwise rounded W terminus. 

0101 NFE 0003  26  3 

0101 0100  Fill Ditch Single fill of terminus of 0100. Soft mid brownish grey slightly sandy 
silty clay with rare pot frags. Occasional charcoal flecks and small-
medium subangular flint pebbles. 

0002 0100   26 13-14 3 

0102 0102  Cut Ditch Section through western terminus of ENE-WSW aligned ditch to east 
of moated enclosure. 28.50m long, by 1.10m wide and 0.30m deep. 
Gently sloping (c 45 deg) slightly concave sides breaking gradually to 
a flattish base. 

0103 NFE 0003  28  3 

0103 0102  Fill Ditch Single fill of western terminus of ditch 0102. Soft mid brownish grey 
clayey silt with occasional oyster shell and pot frags. Rare medium 
subangular flint pebbles. Moderate charcoal flecks. 

0002 0102   28 13-14 3 

0104 0104 0148 Cut Moat Hand excavated section through eastern N-S arm of moated enclosure. 
Edges uncertain but 1.10m deep. Exact shape of cut not determined - 
mainly excavated for recovery of dating evidence. 

0111 NFE 0003  27  3 

0105 0104 0148 Fill Moat An upper fill of section through eastern arm of moat near entrance. 
Soft dark greyish brown silty clay with much evidence for burning. 
Common charcoal pieces/flecks, burnt clay lumps, ?ash. Rare pot and 
oyster shell frags. 

0107 0106   27 13-14 3 

0106 0104 0148 Fill Moat Principal later fill in moat near "entrance". Soft mid brown sandy clay 
with frequent charcoal flecks. Occasional medium subrounded flint 
cobbles. Rare chalk and pot frags. 

0105 0108   27 13-14 3 

0107 0104 0148 Fill Moat Uppermost fill recorded in moat section 0104. Possibly represents the 
edge of a recut of the channel to the south. Soft light brown clay with 
frequent chalk flecks. Rare charcoal flecks. 

0002 0105   27  3 

0108 0104 0148 Fill Moat Slumping on N edge of moat section 0104. Soft light brown sandy 
clay with occasional charcoal flecks. Frequent chalk nodules towards 
base. 

0106 0109   27 13-14 3 

0109 0104 0148 Fill Moat Layer of slumped material on N edge of moat section 0104. Soft light 
brown sandy clay with occasional vertical streaks of reddish mottling 
(roots). Occasional chalk flecks/small nodules. 

0108 0110   27  3 

0110 0104 0148 Fill Moat Small lens of slumped material against N edge of section 0104. Light 
orange-brown sand with occasional clay patches. 

0109 0111   27  3 
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0111 0104 0148 Fill Moat Primary fill/silting in moat section 0104. Firm mid greyish brown 
sandy clay with frequent chalk flecks/small nodules. Rare charcoal 
flecks. 

0110 0104   27  3 

0112 0112  Cut Posthole Circular posthole/post-pad at E end of robber trench 0044. 0.80m 
diameter and 0.22m deep with gently sloping concave sides breaking 
imperceptibly to a rounded base. 

0113 NFE 0003  29  3 

0113 0112  Fill Posthole Single fill of 0112. Soft light brownish grey silty clay. Rare chalk and 
charcoal flecks. Occasional small-medium subangular flint pebbles. 

0002 0112   29  3 

0114 0114 0118 Cut Ditch Segment through N-S arm of rectangular enclosure 0118 in Area 2. 
This arm 21.00m long, 1.65m wide and 0.60m deep. Gently sloping 
slightly concave sides with a gradual break to a flattish base. 

0115  0139  30  3 

0115 0114 0118 Fill Ditch Single fill of N-S arm of enclosure 0118 in area of segment 0114. 
Firm slightly brownish grey silty clay with rare pot frags and chalk 
and charcoal flecks. Very rare large (0.25m dia) stones and small Fe 
lumps. 

0002 0114   30 13-14+ 3 

0116 0116 0118 Cut Ditch Segment through E-W arm of enclosure 0118. This arm 20.00m long, 
2.60m wide and 0.70m deep. Gently sloping sides, with a slight step to 
the northern side. Gradual break to a flat base. 

0117  0139  31  3 

0117 0116 0118 Fill Ditch Single fill of segment 0116. Firm slightly brownish grey silty clay 
with rare medium subrounded flint pebbles and pot frags. Occasional 
charcoal flecks. 

0002 0116   31 13 3 

0118 0118 0118 Cut Enclosure Later of two sub-rectangular enclosures in Area 2. Has eastern 
entrance near the southern limit of excavation. 

  0150  30, 31  3 

0119 0119  Deposit Spread Irregular spread/possible surface inside entrance of 0118. Approx. 
7.00m E-W by 7.00m N-S and a maximum of 0.20m deep. Firm 
greyish brown silty clay with moderate small-medium subangular flint 
pebbles. Rare pot frags and charcoal flecks. Probable trample. 

0002 0121, 
0123 

  32 13 3 

0120 0120  Cut Gully Small E-W gully recorded under southern edge of 0119. 2.75m wide 
(length undetermined) and 0.28m deep with steep smooth sides 
breaking quite sharply to a flattish base. 

0121 NFE 0003  32  3 

0121 0120  Fill Gully Single fill of 0120. Firm mid greyish brown silty clay with occasional 
small-medium subangular flint pebbles. 

0119 0120   32  3 

0122 0122  Cut Ditch E-W aligned drainage ditch sealed by 0119. Full extent unknown. 
0.90m wide (N-S) by 0.20m deep. Fairly steep southern side, 
shallower northern side. Gradual break of slope to uneven base. 
Disturbed by later insertion of field drain. 

0123 NFE 0003  32  3 

0123 0122  Fill Ditch Single fill of 0122. Firm mid greyish brown silty clay with rare pot 
frags. Occasional chalk flecks. 

0119 0122   32 13 3 

0124 0124  Deposit Spread Shallow oval spread (1.20m long E-W, by 0.45m wide N-S and 0.05m 0002 0003     u 
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deep) in centre of Area 2. No definite cut. Uneven contact with 0003. 
Firm light grey sandy silty clay with rare charcoal flecks. Probably 
natural feature. 

0125 0125  Deposit Spread Small circular patch of burnt material (0.30m diameter and 0.08m 
deep). No definite cut. Firm very dark grey silty clay with common 
charcoal flecks. Possibly truncated evidence of in situ burning. 

0002 0003     u 

0126 0126  Deposit Spread Irregular spread of burnt material (1.40m long E-W by 0.40m N-S and 
0.12m deep. Firm dark grey silty clay with occasional small-medium 
subangular flints and common charcoal flecks. Possible evidence of in 
situ burning. 

0002 0003     u 

0127 0127  Cut Pond Irregular sub-rounded water feature adjacent to western side of moated 
enclosure in Area 1. 19.00m long E-W by 13.00m wide N-S and a 
maximum depth of 1.24m where cut by Key Trench. Gently sloping E 
side, steeper stepped W side. Imp. Break to rounded base. 

0128 NFE 0003  33  3 

0128 0127  Fill Pond Primary fill/silting of pond. Very soft mottled brownish bluish grey 
slightly sandy clayey silt with rare small-medium subangular flint 
pebbles. Quite humic, indicative of waterlogging. 

0129, 
0130 

0127   33 13-14 3 

0129 0127  Fill Pond Secondary fill of pond. Soft slightly greyish brown silty sandy clay 
with occasional chalk flecks and small-medium subangular flint 
pebbles. Probably = 0130. 

0131 0128   33  3 

0130 0127  Fill Pond Secondary fill of pond. Soft brownish grey sandy silty clay with 
occasional chalk flecks and rare small-medium subangular flint 
pebbles. Probably = 0129. 

0131 0128   33  3 

0131 0127  Fill Pond Dumped material in central area of pond 0127. Firm light yellowish 
brown silty clay with frequent chalk flecks/small subrounded nodules.

0132 0129, 
0130 

  33  3 

0132 0127  Fill Pond Final silting of pond 0127. Soft mid greyish brown silty clay with rare 
chalk flecks and small subangular flint pebbles. 

0002 0131   33  3 

0133 0133  Cut Pit Circular pit in north of Area 2. 2.15m diameter and 0.66m deep with 
steep stepped sides c 45 deg at top becoming near vertical and 
breaking sharply to a flattish base. 

0134 NFE 0003  34  3 

0134 0133  Fill Pit Primary fill of ?storage pit. Firm slightly greyish brown silty clay with 
rare small subrounded chalk nodules. Rare pot frags. 

0135 0133   34 11-12 3 

0135 0133  Fill Pit Secondary fill of pit 0133. Stiff mid grey clayey silt with frequent 
charcoal flecks. Occasional chalk flecks and small subrounded flint 
pebbles. 

0002 0134   34  3 

0136 0136  Cut Ditch Straight sided N-S ditch on identical alignment to extant parish 
boundary - possibly an earlier incarnation of this. 39.00m long N-S by 
1.70m wide and 0.72m deep. Fairly steep concave sides breaking 
imperceptibly to a rounded base. 

0137 NFE 0003  35  4 
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0137 0136  Fill Ditch Single fill of ditch 0136. Firm mid greyish brown silty clay with 
occasional small-medium flint pebbles. Rare animal bone and Fe 
objects (horseshoes!). 

0002 0136   35 PMed 4 

0138 0138 0150 Cut Ditch Segment through NW-SE arm of earliest enclosure (0150) in Area 2. 
1.60m wide (NE-SW) by c 34.00m long and 0.70m deep. Steep, 
slightly concave sides breaking sharply to a flat base. 

0139 NFE 0003  36  3 

0139 0138 0150 Fill Ditch Single fill of ditch segment 0138. Firm mid brown sandy silty clay 
with moderate charcoal flecks and occasional shalk flecks. 19th 
century field drain on SW edge but no cut visible. 

 0138  0118 36 13-14 3 

0140 0140 0150 Cut Ditch Segment through N-S arm of earliest enclosure (0150) in Area 2. 
1.30m wide (SE-NW) by c 11.50m long and 0.40m deep. Smooth 45 
deg sloping sides breaking sharply to a flat base. 

0141 NFE 0003  37  3 

0141 0140 0150 Fill Ditch Single fill of ditch segment 0140. Firm mid brown silty clay with 
occasional charcoal and chalk flecks and medium flint pebbles. 

 0140  0118 37 11-12+ 3 

0142 0142  Cut Posthole Circular posthole inside early enclosure 0150. 0.44m diameter and 
0.14m deep with steep sides breaking gradually to a flat base. 

0143 NFE 0003  38  u 

0143 0142  Fill Posthole Single fill of 0142. Firm orange brown sandy clay with occasional 
charcoal flecks and rare chalk flecks. 

0002 0142   38  u 

0144 0144  Cut Posthole Circular posthole inside early enclosure 0150. 0.44m diameter abd 
0.28m deep with near vertical southern side and c 45 deg northern 
side, both breaking gradually to a rounded base. 

0145 NFE 0003  39  u 

0145 0144  Fill Posthole Single fill of 0144. Firm mid brown sandy clay with occasional 
charcoal flecks and rare chalk flecks. 

0002 0144   39  u 

0146 0146  Cut Ditch Isolated narrow ditch in NE corner of Area 2. Straight parallel sided 
linear with rounded southern terminus. 12.00m long (N-S), by 0.30m 
wide (E-W) and 0.18m deep. Even 'U' shaped profile. 

0147 NFE 0003  40  u 

0147 0146  Fill Ditch Single fill of 0146. Firm greyish brown silty clay with frequent 
charcoal flecks and occasional small chalk nodules. 

0002 0146   40  u 

0148 0148 0148 Cut Enclosure Partially revealed sub rectangular moated enclosure recorded in 
northern half of Area 1.Enclosed area is 20.00m E-W by 12.00+ N-S. 
Eastern entrance. Contains some (largely incoherent) evidence for 
structures.  See main text for full description. 

Var  0077  1, 9, 27  3 

0149 0149 0149 Cut Ditch Straight E-W aligned parallel sided linear demarcating southern limit 
of archaeological ectivity observed in Area 1. 90.00m long with 
eastern terminus. 0.80-1.38m wide by 0.34-0.48m deep. 

Var NFE   17, 25  3 

0150 0150 0150 Cut Enclosure Earliest of two partially revealed sub-rectangular enclosures in Area 2. 
See main text for full description. As 0118 there is no western 'half'. 
Proabably represents and entrance ditch on the eastern frontage of the 
moated site. 

 NFE  0118 36, 37  3 
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Appendix 2 
General Finds List 

OP 
No 

Pottery 
No 

Pottery 
Wt 

CBM No CBM 
Wt 

Fired clay 
No 

Fired clay 
Wt 

Oyster 
No 

Oyster 
Wt 

Other 
shell No

Other shell 
Wt 

Animal 
bone No

Animal 
bone Wt

Iron No Iron Wt Misc. Spotdate 

0006 102 2.052              13-14 
0008 3 0.023         5 0.024    13-14 
0012 5 0.005              12-13 
0014 4 0.020              13+ 
0015     3 0.010           
0017 4 0.025         5 0.020    12-13 
0019 2 0.006              13 
0024 68 0.746     61 0.498 1 0.001 1 0.020 1 0.003 other shell = 

mussel 
13-14 

0028 7 0.040              13-14 
0032 5 0.021              12-13 
0036 19 0.102              11-12 
0038 15 0.231              12 
0040 13 0.118              12 
0042 5 0.021              13 
0043 2 0.014              13-14 
0045 1 0.006              13-14 
0050 5 0.097              13-14 
0061 55 0.275             1 burnt flint (4g) 12 
0063 5 0.011              12-13 
0065 2 0.012              11-12 
0067 217 4.875 1 0.013       3 0.186 3 0.027  13-14 
0068 2 0.087              13-14 
0070 8 0.288   1 0.008       1 0.010  13-14 
0076 19 0.153              13-14 
0077 7 0.036           1 0.006  13-14 
0078 3 0.023              13-14 
0081 5 0.028              13-14 
0083 23 0.155              12-13 
0089 1 0.013              13-14 
0091 6 0.027              13 
0093 11 0.065              13 
0095 12 0.062 1 0.025   2 0.006        LMed/PMed 
0097               38 burnt 

flint/stone 
Preh? 

0099 1 0.002         1 0.023    11-12 
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0101 4 0.020     48 0.443        13-14 
0103 80 1.209         1 0.003    13-14 
0105 35 0.431   12 0.160 5 0.150   4 0.118 1 0.004  13-14 
0106 53 0.575     15 0.288   6 0.202 1 0.012  13-14 
0108 3 0.051              13-14 
0115 27 0.221   3 0.079 3 0.053   1 0.004 2 0.062  13-14+ 
0117 10 0.077         2 0.005    13 
0119 26 0.132         1 0.004    13 
0123 8 0.080             11 lava (0.209) 13 
0128 1 0.024              13-14 
0134 16 0.037              11-12 
0137           8 0.204 2 0.164  PMed 
0139 14 0.073         3 0.017    13-14 
0141 1 0.001              11-12+ 
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Appendix 3 
Pottery Analysis 

Context Fabric Type Form Rim Base Handle No Wt/g Rim 
diam

Rim 
% 

Decoration Glaze 
int 

Glaze 
ext 

Abrasion Soot Wear Lime/
Res 

Draw
? 

Also 
in 

Notes 

0006 MCW2 R JR B4   1 10 170 7    +       
0006 MCW1 RUB JR E4 S  101 2042 230 32     +  + y  large part of a 

single vessel 
0008 EMW R JR E3   1 15 200 8 TR          
0008 MCW1 U     1 6    +   +    
0008 HOLG D     1 2   G        
0012 EMW UB     3 2     +      
0012 MCW2 U     2 3    +       
0014 MCW2 U     3 12    +       
0014 MCW1 R JG B2   1 8 100 11    +       
0017 MCW2 R JR E1   2 15 180 11           
0017 MCW2 U     2 10          2 vessels 
0019 MCW1 B   S  1 5     +      
0019 MCW2 U     1 1           
0024 MCW3 RU JR C5   7 165 260 20 IWL on top and 

side of rim 
       0103  

0024 MCW4 R JR E2   1 16 200 10           
0024 HOLL U     12 68     +     several vessels 
0024 HOLL U     2 45          1 vessel 
0024 MCW4 U     1 1    +       
0024 EMW R JR D2   1 6           
0024 MCW2 UB   S  16 259          prob 1 vessel 
0024 MCW1 RU JG A2   12 61          prob 1 vessel 
0024 MCW1 U     9 64     +     several vessels 
0024 EMW U     6 57          spalled 

surfaces 
0024 MCW2 U     1 4           
0028 HOLL R JG A2   1 1           
0028 MCW1 U     2 19     +      
0028 HOLL U     2 6           
0028 HOLL B   S  1 10           
0028 HOLL R JG A2   1 4           
0032 EMW U     4 12           
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0032 MCW2 U     1 9         0036  
0036 EMW RUB JR D2 S  19 102 170 4     +    0032 1-2 vessels 
0038 EMW U     6 53     +      
0038 EMW B   S  1 23     +      
0038 EMW R JR D1   1 15 160 10     +      
0038 EMW R JR D1   1 21 170 13           
0038 MCW2 B   S  2 51     +     1 vessel 
0038 MCW2 U     2 40           
0038 MCW2 R JR D1   1 7 160 6     +      
0038 MCW2 R JR B4   1 21 220 8           
0040 MCW2 B   S  1 27           
0040 EMW U     4 11    +      4 vessels 
0040 MCW2 BU   S  8 80           
0042 EMW U     1 2           
0042 MCW2 U     3 14    +       
0042 HOLL R JG? C2   1 5    ++       
0043 HOLL R JR E4   1 11 160 5           
0043 HOLL U     1 3    +       
0045 MCW4 R JR F1   1 6 180 6           
0050 HOLL D     1 32 broad incised zig-

zag lines 
      y   

0050 HOLG D JG    4 65 small impressed 
dots at neck 

 G        

0061 EMW R JR D1   1 52 180 23           
0061 EMW R JR D1   1 7 130 5           
0061 EMW R JR D1   1 2    ++      outer surface 

lost 
0061 EMW R JR D2   1 23 190 10           
0061 MCW1 R JG C2   1 5 190 5    +       
0061 EMW U     50 186           
0063 HOLL D     1 4 narrow applied 

strips vertical 
         

0063 EMW U     3 4           
0063 MCW1 B  S   1 3           
0065 EMW R JR D1   1 9 130 8           
0065 EMW U     1 3           
0067 HOLL U     9 91     +     1-2 vessels 
0067 HOLL B   S  1 13     +      
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0067 HOLL R BL B1   1 12 320 5           
0067 HOLL R JR/JG C2   1 9 150 7     +      
0067 HOLL R JR D4   1 18 220 9           
0067 MCW4 R JR D3   1 19 210 11           
0067 HOLL R JR D3   1 20 220 9           
0067 HOLL RU JG B2  ws 2 62 100 14           
0067 HOLL UB   S  6 26     +  +   1 vessel 
0067 HOLL U     4 97          1 vessel 
0067 HOLL UB   S  19 189       +  0068

? 
prob 1 vessel 

0067 HOLL FP JG A2 S ns 25 868 110 100     + + +   near-
complete, 
outer surface 
badly worn 

0067 HOLL UB   S  29 711     +     1 vessel 
0067 EMW U     1 14          or LMU 
0067 EMW B     1 4    + +      
0067 EMW U     3 17           
0067 MCW4 B   S  1 9           
0067 HOLL U     27 302          21 vessels 
0067 HOLL FP JG B1 S ws 81 2354 120 60 deep circular stab 

marks in handle, cf 
Holl Fig23 

    +   0068 near-complete 

0067 HOLL R/H    ro 1 12 stabbed rim         poss basket-
type handle 

0067 HOLG D     1 16   G        
0067 MCW4 H    ws 1 12           
0068 HOLL U     1 23         0067 part of jug in 

0067 
0068 HOLL B   S  1 64       +    
0070 HOLL RD JR D3   5 183 200 28 ATSH at shoulder          
0070 HOLL U     3 105     +     3 vessels 
0076 HOLG D     1 9   G        
0076 HOLL H    ? 1 19    +       
0076 HOLL U     4 14           
0076 HOLL R JR E4   1 11 240 5           
0076 HOLL R JR E4   1 20 200 7           
0076 EMW B   S  1 16     +      
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0076 MCW2 R JR D2   1 6 200 3           
0076 MCW2 R JR D1   1 11    +       
0076 MCW2 U     2 29          1 vessel 
0076 MCW1 U     1 3           
0076 EMW U     3 6    +       
0076 MCW4 U     2 9           
0077 MCW4 U     3 17           
0077 HOLL U     4 19           
0078 HOLL BU   S  2 10     +     prob 1 vessel 
0078 HOLL R JR C1   1 13           
0081 HOLL R ? C1   1 9           
0081 HOLL U     1 3           
0081 HOLL U     3 16          1 vessel 
0083 EMW R JR D1   1 5 150 7 TR    +      
0083 EMW R JR D1   1 11           
0083 EMW R JR D1   1 11           
0083 MCW2 U     4 17           
0083 MCW2 B   S  1 17           
0083 MCW2 R JR B3   1 11 210 5           
0083 MCW1 B   S  2 28     +      
0083 HOLL BU     2 14           
0083 EMW U     10 41           
0089 HOLL B   S  1 13           
0091 HOLL U     5 25           
0091 MCW2 U     1 2           
0093 HOLL U     5 25           
0093 EMW U     4 18           
0093 MCW2 B     2 22           
0095 EMW U     1 3    +       
0095 MCW1 B   S  1 10           
0095 HOLL U     8 37    +       
0095 HOLL R JG B2   1 7    + +      
0095 HOLL B   S  1 5     +      
0099 EMW U     1 2           
0101 HOLL U     3 10    + +      
0101 HOLG D     1 10   G +      contains clay 

pellets 
0103 HOLL UB   S  35 302     +     prob 1 vessel, 
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same as 1 of 
the rims? 

0103 MCW2 B   S  1 16           
0103 HOLL RU JR F2   5 193 220 45           
0103 HOLL U     3 12           
0103 HOLL UB   S  26 482     +  +   1 vessel 
0103 MCW3 RU JR C5   10 204 260 26 IWL on top and 

side of rim 
       0024  

0105 HOLG D     4 56 IHL on neck  G        
0105 HOLL B   S  2 33          2 vessels 
0105 HOLL U     20 201          several vessels 
0105 HOLL D     1 16 FTI shoulder          
0105 HOLL R BL C1   1 9           
0105 HOLL R JR E4   1 16 170 8           
0105 HOLL RU JR E4   4 28 210 10           
0105 MCW2 B   S  1 2           
0105 HOLL H    ws 1 70           
0106 HOLL R JR E4   1 13 210 7           
0106 HOLL B   S  8 137     +      
0106 HOLL R BL E4   1 20           
0106 HOLL U     41 379     +      
0106 HOLG D     1 16   G        
0106 HOLL R JR E4   1 10 140 10           
0108 HOLL R BL C1   1 39     +      
0108 HOLL U     2 12     +      
0115 HOLG D     2 10   G        
0115 EMW U     4 6     +      
0115 EMWS

S 
U     1 6    +       

0115 MCW1 RU JR E2   5 58 180 23           
0115 MCW2 U     2 11           
0115 HOLL R JR C1   1 15 220 5           
0115 HOLL U     8 56           
0115 HOLL B   S  1 33           
0115 MCW1 U     3 26     +      
0117 HOLL B   S  1 15           
0117 ESFS R BL A1   1 5 100 10          small vessel? 

Could be a 
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HOLL jug, 
but appears 
handmade 

0117 EMW U     2 3           
0117 EMW RU JR D3   3 35 200 10          wheel-turned 

rim 
0117 HOLL U     1 1           
0117 MCW1 R JG A2   1 11 70 17           
0117 ESMQ R JR D1   1 7 120 8          very short rim, 

not like EMW 
0119 MCW1 B   S  1 9           
0119 MCW1 RU JR B5   3 15 210 6     +      
0119 HOLL B   S  2 13           
0119 MCW4 U     2 16           
0119 MCW1 U     1 7           
0119 MCW2 U     1 6           
0119 EMW R JR D1   1 8 160 6           
0119 EMWC U     1 3           
0119 EMW U     1 9           
0119 HOLL U     13 46           
0123 MCW2 R JR D1   1 11 130 7 TR          
0123 HOLL U     4 33           
0123 HOLL B   S  1 7           
0123 HOLG DU     2 29   G       poss 1 vessel 
0128 HOLL R BL E4   1 24 340 4           
0134 EMW U     16 37          several vessels 
0139 EMW U     5 9    + +      
0139 MCW2 U     2 12           
0139 HOLL U     5 23           
0139 HOLL R JR E4   1 19 200 9           
0139 HOLL D     1 10 FTI at shoulder(?)          
0141 EMW U     1 1           
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Appendix 4 
Suffolk Fabric Series 

FABRIC CODE FABRIC NO Group No Group2 No NAU CODE DESCRIPTION NOTES DATE 
AARD 7.25 7 4 11 Aardenburg Ware  L.12th-14th c. 
AGAT 8.15 8 8  Agate Ware  c.1740-1820 
ANDN 7.62 7 4 10 Andenne Ware  12th-13th c. 
BAD 7.60 7 2.1  Badorf Ware  MSax 
BAFT 0.31 0 0  BA Flint Tempered  BA 
BAGF 0.34 0 0  Bronze Age Grog and Flint  BA 
BAGT 0.33 0 0  BA Grog Tempered   
BAOT 0.32 0 0  BA Organic Tempered  BA 
BB1 1.51 1 1  Black Burnished Ware 1  RB 
BB2 1.52 1 1  Black Burnished Ware 2  RB 
BCSW 3.32 3.1 3.1  Bury Coarse Sandy Ware  L.12th-14th c. 
BEAS 7.38 7 5  Beauvais Stoneware  M.14th-15th c. 
BEAU 7.33 7 3 13 Beauvaisis Ware  10th-12th c. 
BELG 0.49 0 0  Belgic wares  1st c. AD 
BESL 7.39 5 5  Beauvais Slipware  LMed 
BGW 4.33 4 4  Bury Glazed Ware (?)  13th-14th c.? 
BLSW 8.43 8 8  Black stonewares and basaltes  L.18th-20th c. 
BMCW 3.33 3.1 3.1  Bury Medieval Coarse Ware  L.12th-14th c. 
BMCWG 3.34 3.1 3.1  Bury Medieval Coarse Ware Gritty  L.12th-14th c. 
BMSW 3.53 3.1 3.1  Bury Medieval Shelly Ware  L.11th-13th? 
BORD 6.22 5 5  Border Wares  16th-18th c. 
BOUA 4.72 4 4  Bourne Ware Type A  13th-14th c. 
BOUB 4.73 4 4  Bourne Ware Type B  Med 
BOUD 5.24 5 5  Bourne Ware Type D  15th-16th c. 
BRIL 4.61 4 4  Brill/Boarstall Ware  L.12th-E.14th c. 
BSFW 3.31 3.1 3.1  Bury Sandy Fine Ware  L.12th-14th c. 
BSW 3.30 3.1 3.1  Bury Sandy Ware  L.12th-14th c. 
CAMB 4.80 4 4  Cambridgeshire Glazed Wares  12th-14th c. 
COLC 4.21 4 4  Colchester Ware  L.13th-M.16th c. 
COLL 5.61 5 5  Late Colchester-type Ware  15th-16th c. 
CRW 8.10 8 8 57 Creamwares  1730-1760 
CTW 5.20 5 5  Cistercian type Ware  16th c. 
DUTR 7.21 7 5 49.1 Dutch-type Redwares  15th-17th c. 
DUTS 7.28 7 5  Dutch-type slipwares  L.16th-17th c. 
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DUTW 7.22 7 5 48 Dutch-type Whitewares  15th-17th c. 
ELCW 3.61 3.1 3.1  Ely Coarseware  Med 
ELYG 4.81 4 4  Ely Glazed Ware  Med-LMed 
EMSC 3.18 3 3  Early Medieval Shell and Chalk Haverhill area, very gritty 

coarse fabric. 
11th-12th c.? 

EMSW 3.16 3 3 5 Early Medieval Sandwich Wares (Norfolk type)  11th-12th c. 
EMW 3.10 3 3 4 Early Medieval Ware (general)  11th-12th c. 
EMWC 3.12 3 3  Early Medieval Ware Chalky  11th-12th c. 
EMWG 3.11 3 3 4.1 Early Medieval Ware Gritty  11th-12th c. 
EMWL 3.121 3 3  Early Medieval Ware Limestone  11th-12th c. 
EMWS 3.14 3 3 25.1 Early Medieval Ware Shelly  11th-12th c. 
EMWSS 3.19 3 3  Early Medieval Ware Sparse Shelly  11th-12th c. 
EMWT 3.13 3 3 4.2 Early Medieval Ware Transitional  11th-12th c. 
ESCF 2.10 2 2  Early Saxon Charnwood Forest type  ESax 
ESCL 2.13 2 2  Early Saxon Coarse Limestone/Shell  ESax 
ESCQ 2.03 2 2  Early Saxon Coarse Quartz  ESax 
ESCS 2.09 2 2  Early Saxon Coarse Shelly  ESax 
ESFS 2.04 2 2  Early Saxon Fine Sand  ESax 
ESGO 2.06 2 2  Early Saxon Grog + Organic  ESax 
ESGS 2.05 2 2  Early Saxon Grog + Sand  ESax 
ESHW 2.00 2 2 103 Early Saxon Handmade Wares  4th-7th c. 
ESMQ 2.22 2 2  Early Saxon Medium Quartz  ESax 
ESO1 2.01 2 2  Early Saxon Grass Tempered Ware  4th-7th c. 
ESO2 2.02 2 2  Early Saxon Grass and Sand Tempered Ware  4th-7th c. 
ESOM 2.11 2 2  ESO2 with gold mica  ESax 
ESOW 4.24 4 4  Essex Sandy Orange Wares  L.12th-14th c. 
ESQZ 2.12 2 2  Early Saxon Quartzite Tempered  ESax 
ESSM 2.08 2 2  Early Saxon Sand + Mica  ESax 
ESSS 2.07 2 2  Early Saxon Sparse Shelly  ESax 
ESSX 4.20 4 4  Essex Glazed Wares  12th-14th c. 
ESW 8.20 8 8  English Stoneware  17th-19th c. 
ESWL 8.21 8 8  English Stoneware London-type  M.17th-E.20th c. 
ESWN 8.22 8 8 45.10 English Stoneware Nottingham-type  L.17th-L.18th c. 
ESWS 8.23 8 8 45.9 English Stoneware Staffordshire-type  L.17th-M.18th c. 
FBW 6.16 6 6  Fine Black Ware  16th-18th c. 
FLBG 7.23 7 3.1 6 Flemish Blue-Grey Ware  12th-13th c. 
FREN 7.30 7 4  French Wares   
GIPS 2.31 2 2.1 1.3 Gritty Ipswich Ware  650-850 
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GRCW 3.22 3.1 3.1 65 Grimston Coarse Ware  11th-M.13th c. 
GRE 6.12 6 6 54 Glazed Red Earthenware  16th-18th c. 
GRIL 5.30 5 5 29.1 Late Grimston Ware  14th-15th c.? 
GRIM 4.10 4 4 29 Grimston-type Ware  L.12th-14th c. 
GSW1 7.11 7 5 45.2 Siegburg Stoneware  E.14th-17th c. 
GSW2 7.12 7 5 45.3 Langerwehe Stoneware  L.14th-15th c. 
GSW3 7.13 7 5 45.4 Raeran/Aachen Stoneware  L.14th-E.16th c. 
GSW4 7.14 7 6 45.5 Cologne/Frechen Stoneware  16th-17th c. 
GSW5 7.15 7 6 45.7 Westerwald Stoneware  E.17th-19th c. 
HCW 3.43 3.1 3.1  Hedingham Coarse Ware  L.12th-13th c. 
HCWF 3.431 3.1 3.1  Hedingham Coarse Ware (Fine variant)  L.12th-13th c. 
HFW1 4.23 4 4 62 Hedingham Fine Ware  M.12th-M.13th c. 
HFW2 5.62 5 5  Late Hedingham Ware  14th-15th c. 
HOG 1.31 1 1  Horningsea Greyware  RB 
HOLG 4.32 4 4  Hollesley Glazed Ware  L.13th-E.14th c. 
HOLL 3.42 3.1 3.1  Hollesley type Coarse Ware  L.13th-14th c. 
HOPT 5.14 5 5  Hopton-type LMT Wares  15th-16th c. 
HUYT 7.61 7 2.1  Huy-type Ware  9th-11th c. 
IAFF 0.411 0 0  IA Fine Flint  IA 
IAFT 0.41 0 0  IA Flint Tempered  IA 
IAGT 0.46 0 0  IA Grog Tempered  IA 
IAMF 0.44 0 0  IA Micaceous Flint  IA 
IAOT 0.43 0 0  IA Organic Tempered  IA 
IAQT 0.42 0 0  IA Quartz Tempered  IA 
IAST 0.45 0 0  IA Shell Tempered  IA 
IBCW 7.50 7 5  Iberian Coarsewares  L.15th-17th c. 
IGBW 6.11 6 6 52 Iron Glazed Black Wares  16th-18th c. 
INDS 8.02 8 8 80.1 Industrial Slipware  L.18th-20th c. 
IPSG 4.31 4 4  Ipswich Glazed Ware  L.13th-E.14th c. 
IRST 8.12 8 8  Ironstone  E.19th+ 
LCRW 7.20 7 4 12 Low Countries Late Medieval  15th-16th c. 
LEPM 6.13 6 6 31 Local Early Post Medieval wares  16th c. 
LFS 2.72 2 2.2  Lincoln Fine-Shelled Ware  10th-E.13th c. 
LGRE 8.50 8 8  Late Glazed Red Earthenware  18th-19th c. 
LINC 4.70 4 4  Lincolnshire Glazed Wares  12th-14th c. 
LLON 5.80 5 5  Late London-type Wares  14th-16th c. 
LMT 5.10 5 5 30 Late Medieval and Transitional  15th-L.16th c. 
LMTC 5.71 5 5  LMT Cambridgeshire sparse calcareous type  15th-16th c. 
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LMTE 5.60 5 5  Late Essex-type Wares  15th-16th c. 
LMTM 5.23 5 5  LMT Midlands moderate calcareous type  15th-16th c. 
LMTV 5.11 5 5  Waveney Valley Wares  15th-16th c. 
LMTW 5.13 5 5  Wattisfield-type LMT Wares  15th-16th c. 
LMU 3.23 3.1 3.1 28 Local Medieval Unglazed (Norwich type)  11th-14th c. 
LOND 4.50 4 4  London-type Ware  L.12th-E.14th c. 
LONR 4.51 4 4  London Red Wares  L.12th-E.14th c. 
LONW 4.52 4 4  London White Wares  L.12th-E.14th c. 
LPME 8.01 8 8 114 Late Post Medieval Earthenwares (plantpots etc.)  18th-20th c. 
LSCW 3.81 3.1 3.1  Lyveden-Stanion Coarseware  13th-14th c. 
LSNS 2.71 2 2.2  Lincoln Saxo-Norman Shelly  10th-E.11th c. 
LSRW 8.51 8 8  Late Slipped Redware  18th-19th c. 
LYST 4.60 4 4  Lyveden-Stanion Wares  13th-14th c. 
MART 7.36 7 6 32 Martincamp Wares  L.15th-17th c. 
MAX 2.35 2 2.1  Maxey-type ware  MSax 
MCW 3.20 3.1 3.1 21 Medieval Coarse Wares (general)  L.12th-14th c. 
MCW1 3.201 3.1 3.1     
MCW2 3.202 3.1 3.1     
MCW3 3.203 3.1 3.1     
MCW4 3.204 3.1 3.1     
MCWC 3.60 3.1 3.1 21.4 Chalk Tempered Ware  12th-14th c. 
MCWG 3.21 3.1 3.1  Medieval Coarse Ware Gritty  L.11th-13th c? 
MERI 7.52 7 5  Merida-type Ware  L.13th-16th c. 
METS 6.42 6 6 42 Metropolitan Slipware  17th c. 
MGCW 3.46 3.1 3.1  Mill Green Coarseware  13th-14th c. 
MGW 4.22 4 4  Mill Green Ware  L.13th-E.14th c. 
MHAD 1.46 1 1  Much Hadham Red Ware  RB 
MIDP 5.21 5 5  Midland Purple  L.14th-16th c. 
MILG 4.35 4 4  Mildenhall Glazed Ware  13th-14th c. 
MILW 3.62 3.1 3.1  Mildenhall-type Coarseware  12th-14th c. 
MIPS 3.44 3.1 3.1  Ipswich Coarse Medieval  L.13th-E.14th c. 
MSHW 3.50 3.1 3.1 21.3 Medieval Shelly Wares (general)  12th-13th c. 
MTN1 3.54 3.1 3.1  Melton Shelly Ware  12th-13th c. 
MTN3 3.15 3 3  Melton EMW Shelly  11th-12th c. 
NARV 1.12 1 1  Nar Valley greyware  RB 
NEFF 0.121 0 0  Neolithic Fine Flint  Neo 
NEFT 0.12 0 0  Neolithic flint tempered  Neo 
NEGT 0.15 0 0  Neolithic Grog Tempered  Neo 
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NEQT 0.13 0 0  Neolithic Quartz Tempered  Neo 
NEST 0.14 0 0  Neolithic Shell Tempered  Neo 
NFRE 7.37 7 4  North French Wares  12th c.+ 
NFRM 7.371 7 4  North French Micaceous Ware  13th c. 
NGW 0.11 0 0  Neolithic Grooved Ware  LNeo 
NIMW 7.41 7 6  North Italian Marbled Ware  E.-M.17th c. 
NLPM 6.17 6 6  Non-Local Post-Medieval Earthenwares  16th-17th c. 
NORM 7.32 7 4 14 Normandy Gritty Ware  11th-13th c. 
NVCC 1.81 1 1  Nene Valley Colour Coat  RB 
NVGW 1.13 1 1  Nene Valley Greyware  RB 
OLIV 7.51 7 6  Seville Olive Jars  L.16th-17th c. 
OSW 3.51 3.1 3.1  Orange Shelly Ware  12th-13th c. 
OXRC 1.47 1 1  Oxfordshire Red colour-coat  RB 
PEW 8.11 8 8  Pearlware  L.18th-M.19th c. 
PING 7.24 7 3 9 Pingsdorf Ware  10th-13th c. 
PMRW 6.10 6 6  Post-Medieval Red Wares  16th-18th c. 
PMSW 6.40 6 6 64 Post-Medieval Slipwares  17th-19th c. 
PMWW 6.20 6 6  Post-Medieval White Wares  16th-18th c. 
PORC 8.30 8 8 61 Porcelain  18th-20th c. 
PREH 0.01 0 0 101 Unidentified Prehistoric  Prehistoric 
RBAM 1.70 1 1  Amphorae  RB 
RBCG 1.30 1 1  RB Coarse Grog  RB 
RBGG 1.32 1 1  Roman Grog Tempered  RB 
RBGM 1.20 1 1  RB Grey Micaceous (Wattisfield??)  RB 
RBGW 1.10 1 1 102.1 RB Greyware  RB 
RBRC 1.45 1 1 102.4 RB Red Colour coated  RB 
RBRM 1.41 1 1  RB Red Micaceous  RB 
RBRW 1.40 1 1 102.2 RB Red Ware  RB 
RBSH 1.90 1 1  RB Shelly Wares  RB 
RBSW 1.22 1 1  Roman Black Surfaced Ware  RB 
RBWC 1.82 1 1 102.4 White colour-coat  RB 
RBWW 1.80 1 1 102.3 RB White Wares  RB 
RDSW 8.42 8 8 59 Red stonewares  18th-19th c. 
REFR 8.04 8 8  Refined Red Earthenwares  L.18th-20th c. 
REFW 8.03 8 8  Refined White Earthenwares  L.18th-20th c. 
RGMG 1.21 1 1  Roman Grey Micaceous Grog  RB 
RHSW 7.10 7 3.1  Gritty Rhenish stoneware  13th-14th c. 
RKN1 5.12 5 5  Rickinghall LMT Wares  15th-16th c. 
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ROU 7.34 7 4 16 Rouen  13th-14th c. 
RSGW 1.11 1 1  Roman Sandy Greyware  RB 
SACG 1.61 1 1 102.6 Samian Central Gaulish  RB 
SAEG 1.62 1 1 102.6 Samian East Gaulish  RB 
SAIL 7.311 7 5  Late Saintonge Ware  15th-17th c. 
SAIN 7.31 7 4 15 Saintonge  12th-13th c. 
SAM 1.60 1 1  Samian general  RB 
SASG 1.63 1 1 102.6 Samian South Gaulish  RB 
SBW 3.45 3.1 3.1  "Suffolk buff ware" (H. Walker)  13th-14th c. 
SCAR 4.40 4 4 63 Scarborough Ware  M.12th-M.14th 
SCAR1 4.41 4 4 63.1 Scarborough Phase I  M./L.12th-E.13th c. 
SCAR2 4.42 4 4 63.2 Scarborough Phase II  E.13th-M.14th c. 
SGRA 5.70 5 5 22 ?Cambridgeshire Sgraffito Ware  14th-16th c. 
SIPS 2.32 2 2.1 1.1 Sandy Ipswich Ware  650-850 
SPEC 6.15 6 6  Speckle-glazed Ware  L.17th-18th c. 
SSBW 8.40 8 8 56 Staffordshire scratch blue ware  1740-1780 
STAF 6.41 6 6 44 Staffordshire type Slipware  L.17th-18th c. 
STAM 2.60 2 2.2 18 Stamford Ware  850-1150 
STAMA 2.61 2 2.2  Stamford Ware Fabric A  M.10th-L.11th c. 
STAMB 3.71 3.1 3.1  Stamford Ware Fabric B  M.11th-M.13th c. 
STAMC 4.71 4 4 18.2 Developed Stamford Ware  E.12th-M.13th c. 
STAMD 2.62 2 2.2  Stamford Ware Fabric D  M.10th-L.11th c. 
STAME 2.63 2 2.2  Stamford Ware Fabric E   
STAMF 2.64 2 2.2  Stamford Ware Fabric F   
STAMG 3.72 3.1 3.1  Stamford Ware Fabric G  E.11th-L.12th c. 
STAMH 2.65 2 2.2  Stamford Ware Fabric H   
STGE 7.53 7 5  Spanish tin-glazed ware  15th c.+ 
STMG 6.21 6 6  Staffordshire-type Manganese Glazed  L.17th-18th c. 
STNE 2.70 2 2.2 26 St. Neot's Ware  850-1150 
SWSW 8.41 8 8 45.11 Staffordshire White Salt-glazed Stonewares  18th c. 
SWW 4.55 4 4  Surrey White Ware  13th-14th c. 
SWWC 4.552 4 4  Surrey White Ware (Cheam-type)  13th-14th c. 
SWWK 4.551 4 4  Surrey White Ware (Kingston-type)  13th-14th c. 
SWWT 5.40 5 5 46 Tudor Green  15th-16th c. 
SXNO 2.80 2 2.2 106 Saxo-Norman Wares (general)  850-1150 
TGE 6.30 6 6 55 Tin Glazed Earthenwares  16th-18th c. 
THET 2.50 2 2.2 2 Thetford Ware (general category)  10th-11th c. 
THET1 2.51 2 2.2 2.2 Thetford Ware (Thetford: Smooth)  10th-11th c. 
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THET2 2.52 2 2.2  Thetford Ware (Thetford: Fine)  10th-11th c. 
THET3 2.53 2 2.2 2.3 Thetford Ware (Thetford: Medium)  10th-11th c. 
THET4 2.54 2 2.2 2.4 Thetford Ware (Thetford: Coarse)  10th-11th c. 
THETG 2.57 2 2.2 2.7 Thetford Ware (Grimston)  10th-11th c. 
THETI 2.56 2 2.2  Thetford Ware (Ipswich)  850-1150 
THETN 2.55 2 2.2  Thetford Ware (Norwich)  10th-11th c. 
TPE 8.00 8 8 80 Transfer Printed Earthenwares  18th-20th c. 
UIMP 7.00 7 0 113 Unidentified ?import   
UNFT 0.02 0 0  Unidentified Flint Tempered  Prehistoric 
UNHM 0.002 0 0  Unidentified handmade   
UNID 0.001 0 0 999 Unidentified   
UPG 4.00 4 4 27 Unprovenanced Glazed  L.12th-14th c. 
UPG1 4.01 4 4  Unprovenanced glazed 1  Med 
UPG2 4.02 4 4  Unprovenanced glazed 2  Med 
UPG3 4.03 4 4  Unprovenanced glazed 3  Med 
UPG4 4.04 4 4  Unprovenanced glazed 4  Med 
UPG5 4.05 4 4  Unprovenanced glazed 5  Med 
UPG6 4.06 4 4  Unprovenanced glazed 6  Med 
UPG7 4.07 4 4  Unprovenanced glazed 7  Med 
UPG8 4.08 4 4  Unprovenanced glazed 8  Med 
UPG9 4.09 4 4  Unprovenanced glazed 9  Med 
WERR 7.27 7 5  Werra Ware  L.16th-M.17th c. 
WES 7.26 7 5  Weser Ware  E.-M.17th c. 
WNBC 6.14 6 6 47 West Norfolk Bichrome  17th c. 
WSFW 1.15 1 1  West Stow Fine Ware  RB 
WVCW 3.41 3.1 3.1  Waveney Valley Coarse Wares  L.12th-14th c. 
WVGW 4.34 4 4  Waveney Valley Glazed Wares  13th-14th c.? 
YAR 3.17 3 3 24.1 Yarmouth type EMWS  11th-12th c. 
YARG 4.11 4 4 70? Yarmouth type glazed wares  13th-15th c. 
YELW 8.13 8 8  Yellow Ware  L.18th-19th c. 
YORK 4.43 4 4  Yorkshire glazed wares   

 47

 
 



 
Appendix 5 

Brief and Specification 
 

S U F F O L K  C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L  
A R C H A E O L O G I C A L  S E R V I C E  -  C O N S E R V A T I O N  T E A M  

 
Brief and Specification for an Archaeological Evaluation 

 
 

RESERVOIR ADJACENT BENACRE WOOD, BENACRE 
 
 

1. Background 
 
1.1 An application [W/18680] has been made to construct three agricultural irrigation 

reservoirs. They will be constructed in phases; this brief covers the first. 
   
1.2 The Planning Authority has been advised that any consent should be conditional upon an 

agreed programme of work taking place before development begins (PPG 16, paragraph 
30 condition). An archaeological evaluation of the application area will be required as the 
first part of such a programme of archaeological work; decisions on the need for, and 
scope of, any further work will be based upon the evaluation. 

 
1.3 The reservoir area has not been the subject of any systematic archaeological survey and 

there are no known sites on the land. The site area in excess of 9 ha triggers 
‘archaeological potential’ criteria on the basis of size alone. The site lies on the edge of 
the long north facing slope into the ‘Hundred River’ valley. Within a 2 km circle 
Neolithic, Roman and medieval sites are known.  The scale of the intended works is very 
large with extensive reduction of levels and will result in the total removal of any 
archaeological deposit which exists. 

 
 The mitigation strategy is to identify archaeological sites by trenched evaluation 

identified in this brief (using a lower sample area than usual but allowing some flexibility 
to increase trench frequency where finds occur), followed by targeted and controlled soil 
stripping by the main contractor coupled with archaeological recording in areas where 
potential is shown to be high. 

 
1.4 All arrangements for the field evaluation of the site, the timing of the work, access to the 

site, the definition of the precise area of landholding and area for proposed development 
are to be defined and negotiated with the commissioning body. 

 
1.5 In accordance with the standards and guidance produced by the Institute of Field 

Archaeologists this brief should not be considered sufficient to enable the total execution 
of the project. A Project Design or Written Scheme of Investigation (PD/WSI) based 
upon this brief and the accompanying outline specification of minimum requirements, is 
an essential requirement. This must be submitted by the developers, or their agent, to the 
Conservation Team of the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council (Shire Hall, 
Bury St Edmunds IP33 2AR; telephone/fax: 01284 352443) for approval. The work must 
not commence until this office has approved both the archaeological contractor as 
suitable to undertake the work, and the PD/WSI as satisfactory. The PD/WSI will provide 
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the basis for measurable standards and will be used to establish whether the 
requirements of the planning condition will be adequately met. 

 
2. Brief for the Archaeological Evaluation 
 
2.1 Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit within the 

application area, together with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of 
preservation. 

 
2.2 Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of masking 

colluvial/alluvial deposits. 
 
2.3 Provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy, 

dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, 
timetables and orders of cost. 

 
2.4 This project will be carried through in a manner broadly consistent with English 

Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (MAP2), all stages will follow 
a process of assessment and justification before proceeding to the next phase of the 
project. Field evaluation is to be followed by the preparation of a full archive, and an 
assessment of potential. Any further excavation required as mitigation is to be followed 
by the preparation of a full archive, and an assessment of potential, analysis and final 
report preparation may follow. Each stage will be the subject of a further brief and 
updated project design, this document covers only the evaluation stage. 

 
2.5 The developer or his archaeologist will give the Conservation Team of the 

Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council (address as above) five working days 
notice of the commencement of ground works on the site, in order that the work of the 
archaeological contractor may be monitored. 

 
2.6 An outline specification, which defines certain minimum criteria, is set out below. 
 
3. Specification: Field Evaluation 
 
3.1 Trial trenches are to be excavated to cover a minimum 2% by area of the entire site and 

shall be positioned to sample all parts of the site. The outline design produced by the 
Conservation Team of Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service (John Newman’s 
letter of 15 August 2003) is accepted as adequate. 

 
3.2 The topsoil may be mechanically removed using an appropriate machine fitted with 

toothless bucket and other equipment. All machine excavation is to be under the direct 
control and supervision of an archaeologist. The topsoil should be examined for 
archaeological material. 
 

3.3 The top of the first archaeological deposit may be cleared by machine, but must then be 
cleaned off by hand. There is a presumption that excavation of all archaeological deposits 
will be done by hand unless it can be shown there will not be a loss of evidence by using 
a machine. The decision as to the proper method of further excavation will be made by 
the senior project archaeologist with regard to the nature of the deposit. 

 
3.4 In all evaluation excavation there is a presumption of the need to cause the minimum 

disturbance to the site consistent with adequate evaluation; that significant archaeological 
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features, e.g. solid or bonded structural remains, building slots or post-holes, should be 
preserved intact even if fills are sampled. 

 
3.5 There must be sufficient excavation to give clear evidence for the period, depth and 

nature of any archaeological deposit. The depth and nature of colluvial or other masking 
deposits must be established across the site. 

 
3.6 The contractor shall provide details of the sampling strategies for retrieving artefacts, 

biological remains (for palaeoenvironmental and palaeoeconomic investigations), and 
samples of sediments and/or soils (for micromorphological and other 
pedological/sedimentological analyses. Advice on the appropriateness of the proposed 
strategies will be sought from P Murphy, English Heritage Regional Adviser for 
Archaeological Science (East of England). A guide to sampling archaeological deposits 
(Murphy and Wiltshire 1994) is available. 

 
3.7 Any natural subsoil surface revealed should be hand cleaned and examined for 

archaeological deposits and artefacts. Sample excavation of any archaeological features 
revealed may be necessary in order to gauge their date and character. 

 
3.8 All finds will be collected and processed (unless variations in this principle are agreed 

with the Conservation Team of SCC Archaeological Service during the course of the 
evaluation). 

 
3.9 Human remains must be left in situ except in those cases where damage or desecration 

are to be expected, or in the event that analysis of the remains is shown to be a 
requirement of satisfactory evaluation of the site. However, the excavator should be 
aware of, and comply with, the provisions of Section 25 of the Burial Act 1857. 

 
3.10 Plans of any archaeological features on the site are to be drawn at 1:20 or 1:50, 

depending on the complexity of the data to be recorded. Sections should be drawn at 1:10 
or 1:20 again depending on the complexity to be recorded. Any variations from this must 
be agreed with the Conservation Team. 

 
3.11 A photographic record of the work is to be made, consisting of both monochrome 

photographs and colour transparencies. 
 
3.12 Topsoil, subsoil and archaeological deposit to be kept separate during excavation to allow 

sequential backfilling of excavations. 
 
4. General Management 
 
4.1 A timetable for all stages of the project must be agreed before the first stage of work 

commences, including monitoring by the Conservation Team of SCC Archaeological 
Service. 

 
4.2 The composition of the project staff must be detailed and agreed (this is to include any 

subcontractors). 
 
4.3 A general Health and Safety Policy must be provided, with detailed risk assessment and 

management strategy for this particular site. 
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4.4 No initial survey to detect public utility or other services has taken place. The 
responsibility for this rests with the archaeological contractor. 

 
4.5 The Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-

based Assessments and for Field Evaluations should be used for additional guidance in 
the execution of the project and in drawing up the report. 

 
5. Report Requirements 
 
5.1 An archive of all records and finds must be prepared consistent with the principles of 

English Heritage's Management of Archaeological Projects, 1991 (particularly Appendix 
3.1 and Appendix 4.1). 

 
5.2 The data recording methods and conventions used must be consistent with, and approved 

by, the County Sites and Monuments Record. 
 
5.3 The objective account of the archaeological evidence must be clearly distinguished from 

its archaeological interpretation. 
 
5.4 An opinion as to the necessity for further evaluation and its scope may be given.  No 

further site work should be embarked upon until the primary fieldwork results are 
assessed and the need for further work is established 

 
5.5 Reports on specific areas of specialist study must include sufficient detail to permit 

assessment of potential for analysis, including tabulation of data by context, and must 
include non-technical summaries.  

 
5.6 The Report must include a discussion and an assessment of the archaeological evidence. 

Its conclusions must include a clear statement of the archaeological potential of the site, 
and the significance of that potential in the context of the Regional Research Framework 
(East Anglian Archaeology, Occasional Papers 3 & 8, 1997 and 2000). 

 
5.7 Finds must be appropriately conserved and stored in accordance with UK Institute of 

Conservators Guidelines.  The finds, as an indissoluble part of the site archive, should be 
deposited with the County SMR if the landowner can be persuaded to agree to this.  If 
this is not possible for all or any part of the finds archive, then provision must be made 
for additional recording (e.g. photography, illustration, analysis) as appropriate. 

 
5.8 The site archive is to be deposited with the County SMR within three months of the 

completion of fieldwork.  It will then become publicly accessible. 
 
5. 9 Where positive conclusions are drawn from a project (whether it be evaluation or 

excavation) a summary report, in the established format, suitable for inclusion in the 
annual ‘Archaeology in Suffolk’ section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute for 
Archaeology, must be prepared. It should be included in the project report, or submitted 
to the Conservation Team, by the end of the calendar year in which the evaluation work 
takes place, whichever is the sooner. 

 
5.10 County SMR sheets must be completed, as per the county SMR manual, for all sites 

where archaeological finds and/or features are located. 
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Specification by: R D Carr 
 
Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service Conservation Team 
Environment and Transport Department 
Shire Hall 
Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk IP33 2AR      Tel: 01284 352441 
 
 
Date: 19 August 2003     Reference: /Benacre200308 
 
 
 
 
This brief and specification remains valid for 12 months from the above date.  If work 
is not carried out in full within that time this document will lapse; the authority should 
be notified and a revised brief and specification may be issued. 
 
 
 
 
If the work defined by this brief forms a part of a programme of archaeological work 
required by a Planning Condition, the results must be considered by the Conservation 
Team of the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council, who have the 
responsibility for advising the appropriate Planning Authority. 
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