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Summary  
 

An archaeological monitoring was carried out on Cavenham Heath over 993sq 

metres. This revealed no archaeological features, a small number of unstratified 

heated flints and one unstratified flint end scraper that was probably Neolithic. 
 
 
 
1. Introduction and methodology 
 
 
An archaeological monitoring was carried out at Cavenham Heath in conjunction with 

Butterfly Conservation in an attempt to restore Breckland flora through turf stripping 

and shallow rotavation of the topsoil. This involved stripping away the grass species 

and rotavating the ground to a depth of c.0.1m over an area of 993 sq metres. As 

part of this process an archaeological monitoring was required in order to record any 

archaeological features and recover any finds that could otherwise be uncovered or 

destroyed by the machining. The work was carried out to a Brief and Specification 

issued by William Fletcher, (Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, 

Conservation Team). Butterfly Conservation funded the work that was carried out on 

the 11th and 12th March, 2009. 

 

The area to be stripped was located at grid reference TL 7575 7242 (Fig. 1) and at 

c.17m above the Ordnance Datum. The archaeological potential of the site lies in its 

location within a prehistoric landscape, as indicated by the presence of Mesolithic 

blades (CAM 018), Neolithic pottery, flint tools and weapons (CAM 003, 036 and 

040), Bronze Age tools (Cam Misc) and Early Bronze Age structures and features 

(CAM 040) recorded on the Suffolk Historic Environment Record (HER). Other 

archaeology located close to the site includes an 18th century military camp (CAM 

020 and 042) and a Second World War pill box (CAM 036) and anti-glider ditches 

(CAM 019), all of which are shown on Figure 2. The stripping therefore had high 

potential to uncover archaeological deposits and as such a programme of monitoring 

was required. The turf stripping was intermittently monitored and the upcast soil was 

examined for finds in order to assess the need for monitoring the rotavation of the 

soil. As these produced negligible results it was decided that this would not be 

necessary. The stripped area was plotted against the national grid using a RTK GPS 

(Fig. 3). The site was recorded using a single continuous numbering system. 
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Figure 1. Site location map 
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Figure 2. Historic Environment Record listings located close to CAM 048 
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Figure 3. Site plan 

 

 

2. The finds 
By Colin Pendleton 
 

One unstratified flint was recovered. The piece is an unpatinated simple end scraper 

or flake and has a prepared striking platform. There is some cortex on the dorsal 

face. It is later prehistoric, probably Neolithic. 
 

 

3. Results 
 

The turf stripping and shallow rotavation did not uncover the archaeological level, 

which was found nearby at c.0.35-0.45m (Brooks, 2009). Instead a dark brown silty 

sand topsoil was uncovered, which occasionally had patches of mid brown sandy 

topsoil within it. This indicated well preserved soil horizons. 

 

Scattered occasional heated flints were recorded over the area, but not collected. A 

single unstratified flint end scraper was recovered from the piles of upcast soil left 
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from the stripping. Whilst it is not clear whether the heated flints are the result of 

natural fires, they are similarly distributed to those recognised at CAM 047, where 

they were thought to possibly be associated with deliberate burning (Brooks, 2009). 

The presence of the end scraper in an area that is unlikely to have been heavily 

ploughed also suggests that there was later prehistoric human activity close to or on 

the stripped site. Recognising this increases understanding of the extent of the 

prehistoric landscape, although with such a small sample it is not clear how intense 

human use of the localised area was. 

 

 

4. Context list 
 

0001 – Unstratified finds. Occasional scattered heated flints recorded over the area 

of the stripping but not collected. One worked flint recovered from the upcast spoil. 

 

0002 – Topsoil. This was dark brown silty sand, which was occasionally interspersed 

with mid brown sandy patches. These are probably lightly disturbed areas as seen in 

the CAM 047 evaluation (Brooks, 2009). 
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