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Summary 
An archaeological recording was carried out during the re-development of the 
farmhouse at Trust Farm, Dennington.  Trust Farm lies within an area of 
archaeological interest and is record in the Historic Environment Record as 
being the site of a medieval moated enclosure (DNN 008). Work was being 
carried out within the property by the owner, during the reduction of the floor 
level in the earliest part of the dwelling large quantities of Medieval pottery 
were recovered.   
 
A site visit was arranged for Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service 
(SCCAS) Field Team, in order to record the location of these finds and for an 
archaeological finds report to be produced. 
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(© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2008) 

Figure 1. Site location 

 
1.0 Introduction 
The site lies at TM 2638 6642. Trust Farm is a Grade II Listed Building of 
timber frame construction which lies within a medieval moated site which is of 
considerable historic interest. An historical survey was carried out on the 
property by architectural historian Leigh Alston in which he identified the 
earliest part of the building to date from the late 16th century. The northwest 
half of the property was rebuilt in the mid 18th century but Mr Alston suggests 
that the southeast side possible represents the central hall from a substantial 
‘Yeoman’ farmhouse containing many well preserved features, such as 
original mullion windows and an East Anglian ‘Queen post’ roof. 
 
Work was carried out on the property by the owner to reduce the floor level, in 
the earliest part of the building, in order to install under floor heating. During 
his excavations Mr Roberts uncovered substantial quantities of unstratified 
pottery which he believed could be contemporary with the earliest part of the 
property. 
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(© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2008) 

Figure 1. Area of floor level reduction within the property 

 
2.0 Methodology 
The floor level was reduced by hand by c.0.5m in the current living room of 
the property. The soil was a stiff green grey sandy clay contained frequent 
flecks of charcoal. The spoil was examined and any archaeological finds 
present were recovered, occasional finds of domestic animal bones and 
oyster shell were noted but not retained. The new reduced surface was also 
thoroughly metal detected which resulted in the recovery of five metal small 
finds. 
The lowered floor level was examined by an archaeologist from the SCCAS 
Field Team and the revealed profile of the walls and footings were recorded 
and any archaeological features identified were recorded on plan. Digital 
photographs were taken as an archive record.  
Work was also carried out within the 18th century lean-to, a later addition to 
the rear of the property. The floor level was similarly reduced and recorded 
during a single visit by the SCCAS Field Team.  
The recovered finds were examined by Richenda Goffin of SCCAS Field 
Team. The finds were recorded under the HER code DNN 008. 
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3.0 Results 
Introduction 
Finds were collected from a single context, as shown in the table below. 
 
OP Pottery CBM Fired 

clay 
Clay 

tobacco 
pipe  

Flint Spotdate 

 No. Wt/
g

No. Wt/
g

No. Wt/
g

No. Wt/
g

No  
Wt/g 

 

0002 220 431
8

7 339 1 17 2 6 2        
30 

16th C,  
1st prob  
1  half  

Total 220 431
8

7 339 1 17 2 6 5        
91 

 

Table 1. Bulk finds 

Pottery 
A total of 220 fragments of pottery was recovered from 0002 from underneath 
the current floor of the living room of the farmhouse. The ceramics were fully 
quantified and catalogued using an Access database (Appendix 1). The 
assemblage dates mainly to the 15th-16th century, but a small quantity of 
earlier material was also identified.   
The majority of the assemblage is made up of Late Medieval and Transitional 
wares dating to the 15th and 16th centuries (153 sherds @ 3.075kg). This is a 
collective term given to wares produced mainly along the North Suffolk 
border, but it is also likely that they were made elsewhere within the East 
Anglian region. The wares are characterised by their grey or soft orange 
fabrics, which can also be brick red/orange in colour. Several different fabrics 
types have been identified, and have been described in some detail 
(Anderson et al, 1996). A wide range of different forms were produced, some 
of which retain features which are characteristic of earlier, medieval traditions. 
These include the presence of sagging bases, and the use of iron oxide 
slipped decoration. The full range of LMT forms is illustrated in Eighteen 
centuries of pottery from Norwich (Jennings, 1981, 61-71). The vessels 
recovered from the site include bowls, panchions, jugs and jars, and a single 
example of a lid was also present. Some of the more highly oxidised 
fragments with more copper in their glaze may be 16th century rather than 
earlier. Decoration is restricted to iron oxide arcading, and incised wavy 
decoration on the rims of bowls. 
Several different fabric types of LMT were identified. The house is closest to 
the Weybread kiln site, which is characterised the production of a fabric which 
contains abundant sub-rounded clear and white quartz (0.1-0.8mm), sparse 
angular or sub-angular ferrous oxide (0.2-0.3mm), sparse lenses of sandy 
grog (<2mm) and occasional chalk (<2mm) (Anderson et al, 1996). However 
many different fabric variants were observed in this assemblage and it was 
not possible at this time to separate them into different production sites.  
Dennington is located in fairly close proximity to several known kiln sites for 
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LMT and given the presence of the Waveney it is likely that wares from the 
production sites in Weybread, as well as Metfield, South Elmham St James 
and Chediston may have been sold in the local area.   
 
In addition to the local redwares, eight sherds of Dutch-type redwares were 
recorded, which may be imported wares, or may represent local copies.  
Three fragments of Rhenish stoneware were identified in total. A single sherd 
from a Siegburg drinking vessel was present, together with two sherds of 
Raeren stoneware, including the base of a drinking vessel which dates to 
c1480-1550.  
The remainder of the assemblage consists of a quantity of coarsewares which 
are likely to have been produced locally in several kiln sites, including 
Hollesley. Although theoretically these wares are considered to be medieval in 
date and not later than the 14th century, it is extremely likely that they 
continued to be made and used into the fifteenth century or even beyond. 
Such utilitarian domestic wares were gradually replaced by Late medieval and 
transitional wares, but they are likely to have co-existed during the fifteenth 
century, and the assemblage is a good example of this. The majority of rims 
belong to developed bowls, some of which have shallow impressed thumbing 
underneath, a characteristic feature of Hollesley ware and other similar 
greywares produced in East Suffolk. Only two sherds of Medieval coarseware 
with chalk were identified, which may be slightly earlier in date.   

Ceramic building material 
Five fragments of post-medieval roof tiles were present, made from medium 
sandy fabrics with occasional flint inclusions. A sixth fragment which has a 
circular nail hole, has a darker, greyer fabric and may be slightly earlier in 
date. The remains of a small brick with a height of c57mm was collected, 
made of a hard fine fabric which is buff/cream in colour, with few inclusions 
except for sparse grog. This may come from a flooring brick which could be 
post-medieval.  
Fired clay 
A single fragment of fired clay was recovered. It is made from a fine silty fabric 
with moderate chalk inclusions and the impressions of organic material. It 
appears to have a burnt surface. It may originate from wattle framed 
structures within the building. 
Flint (identifications by Colin Pendleton) 
Two fragments of flint were struck. A single, patinated long flake has two 
phases of use indicated by two stages of retouch. The flake cannot be closely 
dated beyond the prehistoric period. A second patinated flake is similar but 
could be of Mesolithic or Neolithic date. 

Miscellaneous 
Two fragments of ceramic tobacco pipe stem were present. It is not possible 
to date these beyond the post-medieval period. 
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Metalwork 
Five fragments of iron were collected in total, which were not allocated small 
find numbers. Three of these are nails of varying lengths. A fourth fragment 
may be part of a knife blade. The remaining piece may be the remains of 
structural ironwork but cannot be identified fully.  
Five non-ferrous small finds were identified by Jane Carr of the SCC Portable 
Antiquities Scheme.  These are tabulated below, but full descriptions provided 
by her are attached.  
 
Small Find No Context               Period Material          Object Description     
1000 0002  Medieval  Copper alloy  Mirror case
 Decorated 
1001 0002  Medieval Silver  Coin 
 Edward I or II 

1002 0002  Medieval Copper alloy  Jetton
 French 

1003 0002  Undated Lead   Weight
 Perforated 

1004 0002  Undated Lead  Weight
 Perforated 

Table 2.  Small Finds 
 

A single silver halfpenny is likely to date to the reigns of Edward I or Edward 
II, but as the obverse is obscure, a date range of 1279-1489 has been 
allocated. A larger copper alloy jetton is also in poor condition, but the reverse 
is typical of French jettons of Charles V and VI, dating to 1364-1461. The 
remains of half of a copper alloy mirror case with punched decoration dates to 
the 14th century, whilst the two lead weights cannot be closely dated. 

4.0 Discussion 
 
This interesting assemblage can be moderately closely dated because of the 
presence of the imported German stonewares, which suggest that the deposit 
was laid down c1480-1550, or thereafter during the sixteenth century. This co-
incides with the observation previously made that the area of the living room 
represents the oldest part of the house, dating to the sixteenth century.  Some 
of the small finds may date to the fifteenth century, whilst the earliest, which is 
the mirror case is earlier than most of the pottery assemblage. 
The pottery and metal finds appear to have been recovered from a layer that 
represents the build up of occupation material within the property. No cut 
archaeological features were identified within this layer.  
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Appendix 1 - Pottery abbreviations 
 
Fabrics 
LMT Late medieval and transitional ware 15th-16th C 
LEPM Local early post-medieval earthenware 16th C 
DUTR Dutch type redware 15th-17th C 
RAER Raeren stoneware       1480-1600 
SIEG    Siegburg stoneware   1300-1500 
HOLL Hollesley type coarseware   L13th-14th C 
MCW   Medieval coarseware                Late 12th-14th C 
MCWC Chalk tempered ware      12th-14th C 
 
Forms 
CP/JAR   Cooking vessel or jar 
PANCH   Panchion (large deep bowl) 
SKIL        Skillet 
DJ           Drinking jug 
 
Decoration 
IRON   Iron oxide red decoration 
APD    Applied 
INCD   Incised 
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Appendix 2 – Photographs 
 

 
Plate 1. Northern wall 

 

 
Plate 2. Mullion window in western wall 
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Plate 3. North end of eastern wall Plate 4. Eastern wall 

 

 
Plate 5. Southern wall 

 

 
Plate 6. Western wall 
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