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Summary: Archaeological monitoring of the excavation of footings in advance of the construction of an 
external stair at Martello Tower ‘AA’. Shingle Street, Bawdsey (NGR; TM 3659 4254), was undertaken in 
June 2008. This revealed the stone foundation of the tower and a brick built feature that is probably a 
service conduit. Made ground deposits relating to the low mound upon which the tower stands were also 
exposed. The underlying natural subsoil was not revealed. A number of undiagnostic brick fragments were 
noted within the upper layers but these were not retained. This monitoring event is recorded on the Historic 
Environment Record under the existing HER reference BAW 008. The archaeological monitoring was 
undertaken by the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, Field Projects Team, who were 
commissioned and funded by the owners, Mr and Mrs Green. 
 

 
Figure 1. Location Plan 
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Introduction 
Archaeological monitoring of groundwork associated with the construction of an external 
stairs to provide access to the original first floor entrance of Martello Tower ‘AA’, Shingle 
Street, Bawdsey, was undertaken during June 2008. The stair structure, which would 
include a small garden store at ground level, was to be set upon a concrete raft that would 
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entail excavations up to 0.75m deep. This has the potential to reveal and damage any 
archaeological deposits that may be present and consequently an archaeological condition 
was placed upon the planning application (no. C/08/0417). The condition called for an 
agreed program of archaeological works to be in place prior to the commencement of any 
site works. After consideration, archaeological monitoring of the works was deemed to be 
an adequate mitigation against any potential loss of evidence. To detail the monitoring 
requirements an Outline Brief was compiled by Mr Carr of the Suffolk County Council 
Conservation (Appendix). 
 
The tower is one of a series of 29 similar towers built along the Essex and Suffolk coast 
during the early 19th century to provide defence against coastal invaders. It is a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument (SAM, ref. Suffolk 98) and as such SAM Consent to undertake the 
proposed works was required. The undertaking of an agreed program of archaeological 
works was also a requirement of the SAM Consent. It is also recorded on the County 
Historic Environment Record (HER), ref. BAW 008. 
 
The National Grid Reference for the tower is TM 3659 4254 (Fig. 1). The surrounding 
land lies at an approximate height of 3m OD although the tower itself is on a raised 
mound. This monitoring event is recorded on the Historic Environment Record under the 
existing HER reference (BAW 008) and the archive will be held under the same reference. 
The archaeological monitoring was undertaken by the Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service, Field Projects Team, who were commissioned and funded by the 
owners, Mr and Mrs Green. 
 

 
Figure 2. Foundation Plan 
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Methodology 
A site visit was made to monitor the excavations for the foundation of the proposed stair. 
The stratigraphy revealed in the excavation was noted with the depths and make-up of any 
layers or deposits was recorded. Any features identified were similarly recorded and the 
locations plotted on a surface plan. A number of digital photographs were also taken (see 
Plates). 
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Figure 3: Recorded Plan and Section (reduced from original 1:20) 

Results 
The site was visited on the 6th June 2008 during which time the excavations for the 
foundations were substantially completed. They consisted of a trench c. 0.65m deep and 
0.5m across around three sides of the new stair structure (the fourth side being the tower 
itself) and the lowering of the central area by c. 150mm (figure 2). The lowering of the 
central area was within the overlying topsoil and failed to reveal any significant deposits. 
The deeper trench did expose some interesting stratigraphy and a southeast-northwest 
cross-section comprising the southwest face of the southwestern footing trench was 
recorded through digital photographs and a 1:20 scale drawing (see figure 3). Within this 
section a number of distinct contexts were identified and these are detailed in Table 1. 
 

Context No. Description 
0001 Unstratified finds (none retained) 

 
0002 Topsoil 

 
0003 Deposit of brick rubble and mortar mixed with sand and shingle filing cut over brickwork 0008 

 
0004 Deposit of grey brown sandy soil 

 
0005 Deposit of yellow sand with occasional patches of lime mortar 

 
0006 Layer of dark grey sandy loam 

 
0007 Deposit of yellow sand and shingle 

 
0008 Brickwork. Appears to be two single course walls, constructed from bricks laid on edge and with 

lime mortar, spaced c. 0.2m apart and covered with a single course of bricks laid lengthways to 
span across. Space filled with dark sandy soil 
 

0009 A construction of thin stone blocks in a lime mortar. Brickwork of tower appears to rest on these. 
 

Table 1: Context List 
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Conclusion 
The stratigraphy noted within the recorded section appears to suggest that the tower was 
built on a foundation of thin stone slabs (0009) cemented together with a lime mortar. This 
is based on the fact the tower brickwork appeared to be resting on the upper surface of the 
stone although it was noted that a plinth of brickwork surrounded the base of the tower, 
some of which appeared to have been built with later bricks. It is possible that this plinth 
is just an extra skin of brickwork around the tower and that it only this that stands on the 
stonework. Proper identification and dating of this plinth was compromised by the fact the 
tower is obscured beneath a cement render. 
 
The brickwork (0008) adjacent to the foundation is a later addition that has been inserted 
alongside the tower. It comprises a 0.2m wide channel (now filled with soil) of an 
unknown depth, which has been capped and sealed with bricks and mortar. The purpose of 
this is not readily apparent. It may have served as a drain or as a conduit for services. 
Alternatively it may have been an attempt to reduce damp within the tower. The deposit 
0003 overlies 0008 and is likely to be related to its construction being the overlying fill 
within the trench excavated to construct 0008. 
 
The deposits 0004, 0005, 0007 are the result of the dumping of material against the 
foundations and lower walls of the tower to create the obvious mound that the tower 
appears to stand on. They are clearly not natural deposits as both 0005 and 0007 contain 
mortar or lenses of mortar. This would suggest the tower was partially or wholly 
constructed prior to the raising of the mound. Layer 0006 is clearly a further addition to 
the mound. It is likely that the topsoil has then been spread over the mound and grass 
encouraged to grow in order to help stabilise it and protect it, to a certain degree, from 
erosion.  
 
 
 
Mark Sommers 24th February 2009 
Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service, Field Projects Team 
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View looking SE illustrating the slope of the mound 
 

View of works underway 
 

 
View of SE trench 

 
View of SE trench 

 

 
View of brickwork and possible tower foundation 
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APPENDIX 
 

Martello Tower ‘AA’, Shingle Street, Bawdsey 
 

Outline Brief for Monitoring 
 

The planning consent includes a requirement for a programme of archaeological work to be 
agreed before development. The planning background is covered by Planning Policy 
Guidance 16. I believe that a monitoring of the main contractor's works coupled with a 
contingency for archaeological recording will provide adequate mitigation, and will satisfy the 
planning condition. 
 
The Martello tower is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (Suffolk 98). This development area is 
on the raised mound at the foot of the early 19th century Martello, and is within the SAM 
area. It is believed that this is a contemporary feature and is man made. The development is 
for a new access stairway with a concrete slab foundation. There will be ground impacts 
including excavation of c.200mm depth over a footprint of c.4.3m. X 3.2m., then additional 
deepening for a toe to the slab to maximum depth of 0.75m.  The objective of the monitoring 
is to collect any information about the form of the mound and its relationship with the brick 
structure. 
 
Brief:  
1) Monitor the main contractors excavation works for the footing and toe after they have 
been carried out and before they have been filled or concreted. 
 
2) It is the developer's responsibility to timetable this work and provide adequate advance 
warning of attendance being required.  
 
3) Record archaeological levels and deposits using the usual SCC methodology and standards. 
 
4) It is expected that a single site visits will be necessary.  
 
5) Provide an archive report on the observations and any finds to the usual SCC standards. 
 
If you are able to agree, and provide for, the proposed archaeological mitigation [and this is 
confirmed to me in writing] I will advise the planning authority that in my opinion an 
acceptable programme of works has been agreed and that the planning condition may be 
discharged. 
 
The archaeological work must be carried out by an archaeological contractor approved by me 
as suitable to carry out the work. 
 
 
Bob Carr  
Senior Archaeologist, Conservation Team  
Suffolk County Archaeological Service  
01284 352441 
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