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HER Information  
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Funding Body: Forest Enterprise 
 
Project Officer: J. A. Craven 
 
 
 

Summary 
 

 

A rapid archaeological earthwork survey of eight forestry compartments was carried out 

during April- May 2009 in north-west Suffolk and south-west  Norfolk to assess whether 

any earthworks or other visible archaeological features required protection from planned 

programmes of destumping, felling or other Forestry Commission activities.  

 

In Suffolk a new mound adjacent to the Travellers Hill Tumulus in Wordwell was 

identified and it is recommended that this group, now consisting of three or four known 

barrows, should be protected from any forestry activities in a single bloc with the area 

covered by Scheduled Ancient Monument protection being extended. 

 

Other features in the various coupes which require protection from destumping include 

banks relating to the medieval Wordwell warren, the Thetford/Lynford parish boundary 

and former trackways or field systems dating to the medieval or post-medieval periods, 

a possible prehistoric barrow in Thetford and two pits of unusual form and uncertain 

date and function in Wordwell.  Quarrying pits of likely post-medieval date were seen 

throughout the surveyed coupes. 
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1. Introduction 
 

A rapid archaeological earthwork survey of eight forestry compartments was 

carried out during April- May 2009 in north-west Suffolk and south-west  

Norfolk (Fig. 1). This is part of an ongoing program which aims to identify any 

earthworks or other visible archaeological features which survive within areas 

managed by the Forestry Commission, and to establish whether any of these 

earthworks will be affected by, and require possible protection from, planned 

programmes of destumping, felling or other activities. The work was funded by 

Forest Enterprise. 

 

 

2. Methodology  
 

Each compartment in the survey was examined in the same fashion as 

previous surveys with the surveyor walking its circumference and regular 

parallel transects across whilst carefully observing for earthworks. The 

transects walked were generally at intervals of 50m (unless otherwise stated) 

as it is considered that at this spacing all earthworks other than the most 

minor will be identified. 

 

Identified earthworks are not surveyed in detail. A basic description and spot 

location is given as part of this report together with discussion over the 

possible date and function of each feature. Recommendations for the 

protection of individual earthworks and/or further detailed surveys are given as 

required. 

 

Basic information as to the status of each coupe, ie covered in mature trees, 

felled etc, the level of groundcover and the overall topography is given. A 

confidence rating, generally based upon the levels of visibility and 

groundcover is also noted. 

 

The First Edition Ordnance Survey for Norfolk, dating to the 1880’s, was 

examined at http://www.historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk/Emap/EmapExplorer.
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Figure 1. Coupe location plan 
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3. Results 
 

3.1. Wordwell, Suffolk  
 
134180 Kings FR210  Land Use:  Trees felled and cleared, low  

TL 8385 7610 (Fig. 2)     or no undergrowth. 

Topography: Flat, undulating. 
Confidence:  High. 

 

Earthworks:   

WRW 043: c.6-7m wide bank, aligned north-east  to south-west along edge of  

trackway. Broadens and flattens to south where it is less visible.  

Pit A: Oval pit, c.40m by 20m and 2.5m deep. 

Pit B: Already recorded on Ordnance Survey, measures 50m by 25m and c.4m  

deep.  

 

Recommendations: 

The bank corresponds with the edge of the medieval Wordwell rabbit warren,  

as recorded in the Suffolk HER (WRW 043). An east-west bank (WRW 044)  

was not observed.  Destumping of these features should be avoided. 

The two pits are likely to be post-medieval extraction pits for sand or chalk  

and are not subject to any further recommendations for preservation. 
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135650 Kings FR202  Land Use:  Trees felled and cleared, low  

TL 8416 7451 (Fig. 3)     or no undergrowth. 

Topography: Flat. 

Confidence:  High. 
 

Earthworks:  
WRW 001 Travellers Hill Tumulus:  A bowl barrow, protected as a Scheduled  

Monument. Tree cover still stands. Outline marked with stakes. 

WRW 008: Round barrow, trees felled and outline marked. 

WRW 009: Site of round barrow recorded in Suffolk HER from historic mapping. No  

longer visible. 

Mound A: Probable round barrow, in line with and contemporary with those to  

west.  C.30m diameter and 0.4m high. Trees felled and outline already  

marked.  

Pit A: Oval pit, c.30m by 20m and 1.5m deep. 

Pit B: Oval pit, c.40m by 25m and 1.5m deep. 

Pits C and D: Two pits of similar type. Rectangular, c.15m by 10m and 1.5m  

deep. Clearly defined regular shape with near vertical sides at each  

end, flat sloping sides along length to a V-shaped base. Outlines of  

both already marked. 

WRW 037: Area of banks and hollow way recorded on HER and pre-dating  

historic mapping. Still faintly visible extending towards Mound A. 
 

Recommendations:  
WRW 001 is a Scheduled Monument and must not be disturbed by any forestry 

activities in its vicinity. As the remaining two extant mounds, and the area of WRW 

009, should also be avoided it is recommended that a linear belt, c.60m in width 

encompassing all of these features, should be excluded from the destumping 

program and subsequent replanting. The area covered by the Scheduled Monumnet 

protection should also be re-examined and extended if necessary. 
  
Pits C and D are slightly unusual, differing in form from the usual medieval or post-

medieval extraction pits, such as Pits A and B, that are seen throughout the 

Brecklands. Their clearly defined shapes indicate some specific function, perhaps 

saw pits for post-medieval logging activity, and should be avoided by the destumping 

program, as should the area of WRW 037. 
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Figure 2. Coupe 134180 
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Figure 3. Coupe 135650 



 7

3.2. Croxton, Norfolk  
 

7681  Land Use:   Felled and cleared, low or no  

TL 8907 8770 (Fig. 4)     undergrowth 

Topography: Broadly flat, slight south facing slope 

along northern edge 
     Confidence:  High 

 

Earthworks:   

Bank A: 4-5m wide and up to 0.5m high, fades away to north alongside track 

Pits: Three pits, all marked on the modern Ordnance Survey, 3m+ deep. 
 

Recommendations:  

The western part of the coupe was surveyed in 1998 as 5072 and 5051 (Pendleton 

and Sommers, 1998). The bank was interpreted as marking a boundary on the First 

Edition Ordnance Survey and should be avoided by the destumping program. The 

three pits are likely to be post-medieval marl or gravel extraction pits and do not 

require protection from destumping, subject to consultation with Norfolk Landscape 

Archaeology. 

 

 
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009. 

Figure 4. Coupe 7681 
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7717     Land Use:  Felled and cleared, low or no 

TL 8726 8746 (Fig. 5)    undergrowth.    
Topography: Flat, slight south facing slope. 
Confidence:  High 

 

Earthworks:   
None. 

 

Recommendations: 

Nothing seen, no further recommendations 
 

 
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009. 

Figure 5. Coupe 7717 
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7946     Land Use:  Felled and cleared, low or no  

TL 8741 8805 (Fig. 6)     undergrowth.   
Topography: High ground to west and  

north, slopes down to south-east 

corner. 

Confidence:  High. 
 

Earthworks:   

Bank A: 8m wide, 0.3m high. Fades away to south, continues beyond coupe  

to north.  

Bank B: 6m wide, 0.3m high. Fades away to south, unknown if it extends beyond  

coupe to north. 
 

Recommendations: 
The two banks, which are parallel to the current track, relate to an apparent trackway 

shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey of the c.1880’s and should be avoided 

by the destumping program. Recommendation subject to consultation with Norfolk 

Landscape Archaeology. 
 

© 

Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009. 

Figure 6. Coupe 7946 
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3.3. Thetford, Norfolk  
 
51920     Land Use:  Felled, with trees collected into 

TL 8531 8842 (Fig. 7)    rows at 20m intervals.  

      Topography: Flat.  

Confidence: Medium-high. 
 

Earthworks:   

Bank: Linear bank on west edge of track. 5m wide, 0.3m high becoming more  

pronounced and 0.6m high to the south.  

Pit: Circular pit, c.25m diameter and 4m deep.  

Mound: Possible large mound, c.40m diameter and 0.5m high. Extends under the  

boundary fence and is c.50% in the adjacent arable field. A fairly indistinct  

shape, coupled with its size, means its origin is uncertain and it may, in fact, 

just be a natural geological feature. 

 

Recommendations: 

The bank marks the parish boundary between Thetford and Lynford and so could 

date to the medieval period or earlier. It should be avoided by the destumping 

program.  

 

The mound, which is large and somewhat indistinct, may simply be a geological 

feature but does have potential to be a prehistoric barrow. Subject to consultation 

with Norfolk Landscape Archaeology it is recommended that destumping avoids this 

area.  

 

The pit is likely to be a post-medieval marl or gravel extraction pit although it is not 

shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey and does not require protection from 

the destumping program, subject to consultation with Norfolk Landscape 

Archaeology. 
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© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009. 

Figure 7. Coupe 51920 
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52270     Land Use:  Felled and cleared, low or no  

TL 8525 8753 (Fig. 8)    undergrowth.  
Topography: Slopes down to west and north from 

high point in south-east corner. 
Confidence:  High. 
 

Earthworks:   

Bank A: Linear bank, c.4m wide and 0.4m high, aligned with track. Previously  

identified in 1998 (Pendleton and Sommers 1998). 

Bank B: Clearly defined feature along its north-south length, c.4m wide and 0.7m  

high. To north, after it corners, it becomes less distinct where it runs across  

the natural slope before eventually fading away. Set c.8m from the track into 

the coupes north-western edge. 
 

Recommendations: 
The coupe is clearly defined as a forested area amongst open farm or heathland on 

the First Edition Ordnance Survey and both banks mark its boundaries, likely being 

of medieval or post-medieval date. Each bank should be protected from the 

destumping program. Subject to consultation with Norfolk Landscape Archaeology. 
 

 
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009. 

Figure 8. Coupe 52270 
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53750     Land Use:  Felled and cleared, low or no  
TL 8597 8563 (Fig. 9)     undergrowth.  

Topography: South-west facing slope descending 

to level ground in south-west corner. 
Confidence:  High. 

 

Earthworks:   

None. 

 

Recommendations: 

Nothing seen, no further recommendations. 
 

 
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009. 

Figure 9. Coupe 53750 
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4. Discussion 
 

This latest survey has identified several new features of interest which require 

protection from the destumping program. 

 

In Suffolk the most significant addition is the recording of a new mound adjacent to 

the Travellers Hill Tumulus in Wordwell. It is clear that this is now a significant group 

of three, possibly four, barrows, which require protection from any forestry activities. 

It is proposed that, rather than treat these individually, a single linear area should be 

avoided by destumping, logging and replanting activities to minimize disturbance. 

This would also have the added benefit of the barrows remaining visible, in the long 

term, in open space as a discrete group. The Scheduled Ancient Monument area 

should also be re-examined with a view to extending it to encompass this wider 

area. 

 

Other features in the Wordwell coupes which require protection from destumping 

include banks relating to the medieval warren, an undated system of linear banks 

and hollow way, and two pits of uncertain date and function.  Several post-medieval 

quarrying pits do not require protection. 

 

In Norfolk four of the six coupes contained earthworks of some description. A single 

mound, possibly evidence of a prehistoric barrow was identified in Thetford, coupe 

51920. It is recommended that destumping of this feature should be avoided but the 

opinion of Norfolk Landscape Archaeology should be sought as to whether the 

feature is of significant interest. 

 

Linear banks were present in four coupes and are likely to have medieval or post-

medieval origins. These should all be protected from the destumping program. One 

is clearly linked to a parish boundary while the remainder probably relate to former 

trackways or field systems. 

 

Quarrying pits of likely post-medieval date are present in two compartments and 

may require protection by Norfolk Landscape Archaeology from the destumping 

program. 
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