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Summary  
 

An archaeological evaluation carried out on two sites at RAF Feltwell identified 

scattered pits across both sites, which, where dated were largely prehistoric, as well as 

a possible Roman ditch, a post-medieval ditch and further undated ditches.  Two finds 

of earlier Iron Age pottery were made on site 52796 (Cardington Road), but neither 

came from clear cut features or could be associated with any other specific occupation 

evidence.  A shallow irregular pit on site 52795 (Blackdyke Close) contained sherds of 

earlier Neolithic Mildenhall Ware, a relatively rare local pottery dating to c.3400BC.  Two 

circular pits, containing one sherd of Iron Age pottery were also identified on site 52795 

lying in an area where overburden cover was only 0.4m.  

 

On both sites most of the chalk natural was sealed beneath deep silt and modern 

deposits of at least 1m, although chalk was found at 0.3-0.5m in small areas of each 

site.  On site 52796, military structures were also identified including a possible air-raid 

shelter lying under the centre of a roundabout.   

 

The pit containing earlier Neolithic pottery is of local and potentially regional significance 

and it is recommended that although little evidence of archaeological features or 

deposits beyond the immediate area of this was identified a small area of c. 20m x 20m 

be opened up centred on that pit, to retrieve any further evidence that might survive.  

This lay beneath modern deposits and what looked like compacted topsoil and the 

conclusion was that the upper soil profile is damaged, probably as the result of the 

nearby construction/improvement of the school in recent years.  However this has not 

precluded the survival of this very early feature, and there may be other deposits still 

surviving now but which would be very vulnerable to damage from any further 

development of this area. 

 

It is also recommended that a slightly smaller area is opened up around the two pits 

found at the west end of site 52795, as these lie in an area of shallow overburden and 

any other features in this area would be subject to the threat of damage from 

development.  However the evaluation seemed to suggest that there was little more in 

this area, and this work could be carried out either as an advance topsoil strip with 

archaeological attendance, (perhaps during the work to open up the potentially Neolithic 

area) or as close monitoring during groundworks. 
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No further detailed work on the archaeological features is recommended at site 52796, 

Cardington Road, as all features lay beneath 1m of overburden, and no defined 

archaeological site was identified.  Monitoring during the excavation of footings might 

shed some light on the context of the Iron Age pottery, but this potential is considered to 

be limited.   

 

In recent years a number of studies have been undertaken to report on the condition 

and location of surviving 20th century military structures as they represent an important 

part of our history at risk of being destroyed without record because they are so recent.  

Evidence of structures, including what appeared to be an air raid shelter (subsequently 

identified as a bulk fuel installation) that is largely intact have been identified and it is 

recommended that advice from a recognised expert in the field, as to the appropriate 

recording required for these is taken.  Recording of this structure was included in the 

original Brief for archaeological work by Norfolk Landscape Archaeology. 
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1. Introduction  
 
An archaeological evaluation was carried out at two sites in RAF Feltwell, in Norfolk, in 

advance of housing development. The work was carried out to meet a Brief issued by 

Ken Hamilton (Norfolk Landscape Archaeology  – Appendix 1) to fulfil a planning 

condition on application 08/02234/FM. The work was commissioned by Mansells and 

funded by the developer, MoD Defence Estates. 
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© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009. 

Figure 1. Site location plan 
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Both sites lie in the parish of Feltwell (Figs. 1 and 2) with site 52795, an area of 

c.2.19ha, being centred at 7038 9024 and site 52796, an area of c.1.99ha, at TL 7104 

9036. The village of Feltwell lies on the south-east edge of the fens, now marked by the 

modern ‘Cut-Off Channel’.  Both sites lie within the built-up area of the RAF base which 

was in use during both World War I and II, to the south and east of the historic core of 

the village.   

 

Site 52795 predominantly consists of an area of open playing fields on the western 

edge of the airbase and village, bordered by a road and residential buildings to the 

west, other airbase structures to east and north and open farmland to the south. 

 

Site 52796 lies closer to the village core, c.500m from the parish churches of St Mary to 

the north-east and St Nicholas to the north. The site was again predominantly open 

ground, consisting of open lawn, areas of scattered trees, two areas of car parking, a 

childrens' playground and other areas of hardstanding. The site was surrounded by 

scattered residential buildings and other structures.  
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© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009. 

Figure 2. Site outlines 
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2. Geology and topography  
 

Site 52795 lies c.450m, and 52796 1km, to the east of the ‘Cut-Off Channel’ which 

delineates the modern edge of the fens. Both sites overlook the fens on a slight north-

west facing slope that rises from the fen edge to a height of c.5m-11m above sea level 

within the two sites.  Site 52795 lies between 5m and 7m OD and 52796 at between 7m 

and 11m OD.  Both sites lie on shallow, well drained, calcareous coarse loamy and 

sandy soils overlying chalk and chalky drift (Ordnance Survey 1983). 

 

3. Archaeological and historical background  
 

The two sites lie in an area with high potential for multi-period archaeological deposits 

due to their location within a dense band of prehistoric and Roman activity that extends 

along the fen edge in Norfolk and Suffolk.   A search of the Norfolk Historic Environment 

Record by Norfolk Landscape Archaeology (Fig. 3 and Appendix 2) highlighted site 

52795 as lying 150m to the south and east of a known area of Iron Age and Roman 

settlement and enclosures (5212, 5213, 14229 and 21183). A medieval moated site 

(4925) and possible medieval fishponds (24981) lie c.300m to the north of both sites 

while c.150m to the south of 52796 several undated human skeletons were found 

during building works in World War I (4924). 
 
During the medieval and post-medieval periods both sites are likely to have been open 

farmland on the outskirts of the settlement. Faden’s Map of Norfolk, printed in 1797, 

shows the two sites in open land to the west of the village. The road layout is somewhat 

difficult to reconcile with the present day plan but it appears that a former road or 

trackway ran south of and parallel to Short Lane in the vicinity of both sites. Bryant’s 

Map of Norfolk, printed in 1826 clearly shows both sites as lying in open farmland. 

 

The First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1879-1886, examined via the Norfolk County 

council e-map explorer website (http://www.historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk), shows 52795 

as lying wholly within a single open field. Although the north half of this field is now 

occupied by airbase buildings its southern half remains unchanged. 52796 

predominantly lies within two small fields extending south from Short Lane which are 
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divided by a tree lined boundary. To the west the site just extends into a third larger field 

and to the south into a series of smaller plots, bordering Rood Drove to the south.   

 

The major changes to this 19th century layout all occur with the creation of the RAF 

Feltwell airfield and its extension northwards towards the village in the period after the 

First World War. A training depot from 1918, the airfield was in use through World War II 

untill the 1960’s. Although the majority of the airfield has now returned to agricultural 

use, the two sites are situated within the remaining area of RAF housing. A WW2 pillbox 

(16868) survives to the west of 52795 and a putative WW2 air raid shelter (now buried), 

at the southern end of  Lancaster Road, is to be removed by the proposed 

development.  
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© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009. 

Figure 3. Nearby sites recorded in the Norfolk County HER 
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4.  Methodology  
 
A total of sixty-three trenches were placed across the two sites (Appendix 3),  largely 

adhering to a suggested layout given in the Written Scheme of Investigation for the 

project that was submitted to, and approved by, Norfolk Landscape Archaeology. 

Adjustments to this layout were made where necessary to avoid unforeseen hazards 

such as service trenches or areas of contaminated ground.  One trench on each site 

had to be abandoned, one west of Trench 26 on 52796, as asbestos was uncovered 

and all further trenching in the area prohibited and a north-south trench north-west of 

Trench 31 on 52795, as it lay between a locked compound and the canopy of large 

trees.  Where additional trenches were required to compensate for changes to the 

trench plan these were numbered at the end of the sequence.  Site 52796 was trenched 

first and this order is maintained throughout the report. 

 

Thirty-nine, 1.6m wide trenches were excavated in 52796, totalling 655.35m in length. 

This amounted to 1048.5sqm or 5.3% of the c.1.99ha area (Fig. 4).  Twenty-four, 1.6m 

wide trenches were excavated in 52795, totalling 680.3m in length. This amounted to 

1088.48sqm or 4.95% of the c.2.19ha area (Fig. 5).  Following the initial trenching of 

both sites, three additional trenches were inserted into 52796 at the request of the MoD, 

and with the permission of NLA, to establish the presence of some military buildings 

shown on a 1941 map of the Base. 

 

The trenches were excavated by a machine equipped with a toothless ditching bucket, 

under the supervision of an archaeologist, to the top of the natural subsoil surface. This 

generally involved the removal of a c.0.3m thick topsoil, then varying layers of modern 

deposits and a final layer of mid brown silt which sealed the natural chalk subsoil at a 

varying depth of 0.3m–1.6m. Upcast soil was examined for unstratified finds.  Trenches 

and spoilheaps were thoroughly surveyed by an experienced metal-detectorist both 

during the machining and subsequent hand-excavation of features. 

 

Archaeological features were usually clearly visible and only limited cleaning by hand 

was required. All features were sampled by hand, typically with 1m wide slots being 

placed across ditches and 50% of pits or postholes being removed.  

The two sites were recorded using a continuous single context numbering system.  
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Numbers 0002 to 0071, relate to 52796 and 0072 to 0125 to 52795.   

Trench locations and site levels were planned using a Total Station Theodolite and 

Real Time Kinematics GPS, with further trench and feature plans being drawn by hand 

at a scale of 1:50 on A3 gridded permatrace as required. Feature sections and trench 

profiles were drawn by hand on A3 gridded permatrace at a scale of 1:20. Digital 

colour photographs and black and white monochrome prints were taken of all stages of 

the fieldwork, and are included in the site archive.  

Site data has been input onto an MS Access database and recorded using the Norfolk 

HER codes 52795 and 52796. Bulk finds were washed, marked and quantified and 

small finds catalogued and the resultant data entered onto a database.  Soil samples 

have been processed and assessed.  Digital copies of hand drawn plans and section 

drawings have also been made.  

An OASIS form has been completed for the project (reference no. suffolkc1-60155) and 

a digital copy of the report submitted for inclusion on the Archaeology Data Service 

database (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/greylit). 

 

The site archive is deposited with Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service using the 

Norfolk HER Nos. 52795 and 52796. 
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Figure 4. Site 52796 trench layout 
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Figure 5. Site 52795 trench layout 
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5. Results  
 
5.1 Site 52796, Cardington Road 
Introduction 

Of the thirty-nine trenches only eight contained identifiable cut features.  Most of the 

remaining trenches, except where subject to modern disturbance, showed one or two 

thick homogeneous brown silt deposits lying immediately over chalky natural.  These 

were overlain by a modern topsoil, averaging 0.2m-0.4m thick recorded as 0002 

throughout the trenches, which overlay 20th century features suggesting wholescale 

landscaping of the site, probably contemporary with the construction of the nearby 

houses, perhaps in the 1960's or 70's.  The silt deposits across the site, under the 

topsoil were given a range of context numbers, but seemed to represent the same 

deposit brought together under a 'group' number 0006. Some of the trenches contained 

a variety of layered deposits above 0006, but under topsoil, which were all interpreted 

as modern.   

 

Trenches 9b, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 60, 61 and 62 in the centre of the site (Fig. 4) 

contained 20th century building debris and concrete footings.  This looks to have 

truncated the surface of natural and therefore any potential archaeological layers, 

although probably not by much.  At the northernmost edge of the site - Trenches 12 and 

14, came down onto a reinforced concrete former surface which could not be 

penetrated.  Trench 28 was excavated through the centre of the roundabaout at the 

east end of the site in order to investigate the condition of an air-raid shelter thought to 

be buried beneath here.   

 

The depth to subsoil varied across the site from 0.4m in the south-west of the site to 

1.3m at the east end of the site, but in most trenches natural chalk was found between 

0.7m and 1m.  Level data shows that the level of the natural chalk drops in a north and 

westerly direction. 

 

Full trench descriptions can be found in Appendix 3 with Figure 23 showing sample 

sections.  Only those trenches containing either archaeological features (or anomolies 

investigated as such) or buried military structures have been individually described 

below. 
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Trench 07 

The profile of this trench showed layer 0006, a 0.7m thick deposit of orange/brown silt, 

0027, recorded under the 0.2m thick topsoil, 0002.  At the base of the soil profile were 

irregular patches of silt and sand apparently cutting into the chalk but the investigation 

of one of these, 0026, showed it to be irregular in shape, with uneven chalk edges and 

the fill indistinguishable from the silt overlying natural and it was therefore interpreted as 

geological (Fig. 10, Section 1).  Rapid sampling of the other areas within this trench 

showed these to be the same.   

 

Trench 08 

At the western end of Trench 8 (Fig. 6) a semi-complete fragmented Early Iron Age 

pottery vessel, 0013, was found lying upon the natural subsoil. Originally placed upside 

down, sherds from the vessel were spread over an area of c.0.25m diameter (Plate 1). 

There was no indication of any associated cut feature. 

 

Terminating 0.5m south of 0013 was an irregular, east to west aligned, shallow gully, 

c.0.8m wide and 0.05m deep, 0014 (Fig. 10, Section 2), with a fill, 0015, of 

orange/brown sandy silt that was indistinguishable from the overlying layer 0006, and 

which was interpreted as probably geological.   
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Figure 6.  Plan of Trench 8 
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Plate 1.  Pottery 0013 'in situ' 

Trench 09a 

Two adjacent pits were identified at the north end of the trench (Fig. 8). 0024, a circular 

pit measuring 0.6m wide and 0.3m deep, with steep sides and a concave base, had a 

fill, 0025, of dark brown silt with chalk inclusions.  Adjacent to this was a larger pit 0020, 

1.6m wide and 0.4m deep with uneven moderate sloping sides and a concave base. Its 

fill, 0021, was a very dark brown mottled silt with chalk inclusions (Fig. 10, Sections 3 

and 4).  There was no visible relationship between these two pits although the fill of 

each was distinguishable and the plan suggests that they did overlap, but no actual 

relationship could be determined.  

 

Throughout the trench there was a basal deposit sealing the natural subsoil, 0037 which 

was a dark brown silt with chalk flecks and underlay 0006 (Fig. 10, Section 5).  This 

layer was different from anything seen elsewhere, being darker with inclusions 

suggestive of occupation debris and which was probably the same deposit as fill, 0021.  

However no finds were recovered from this or 0021 to date the features.  Over 0006 lay 

0032, a layer of brown silt, from which a single sherd of medieval or late medieval 

pottery was recovered.  Other layers were 0031, a layer of sand similar to 0003 and 

topsoil, 0002, both modern. 
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Figure 7.  Plan of Trench 9a 

 

Trench 09b 

A shallow linear feature, 0018, aligned east to west, was seen at the north end of the 

trench. Measuring 0.5m wide and 0.2m deep (Fig.10, Section 6), with moderate sloping 

sides and a flat base, it had a fill, 0019, of mid brown/grey silty sand with frequent chalk 

flecks which merged with the overlying soil layers.  This was not seen to continue into 

Trench 15 opposite, however this trench also contained a modern concrete footing and 

a modern feature, on the same alignment as 0018, and this may have been a modern 

feature. 
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Figure 8.  Plan of trenches 9b, 15 and 60 

 

Trench 15 

This contained 0028, a shallow linear feature at the northern end of the trench (Fig. 8), 

visible at a depth of 1m. Aligned east to west it was cut by a modern trench on the 

eastern side and measured 0.8m wide and 0.1m deep below the base of trench (Fig. 

10, Section 7) with gentle sloping sides and a concave base. Its fill, a mid brown silt with 

occasional chalk inclusions, 0029, similar to 0006, was the base of a 0.5m thick layer 

that extended along the trench.  As with 0018 in Trench 9b this did not appear in other 

trenches and the presence of the modern deposits may mean that this is also modern. 

The upper layers in this trench were 0030, a 0.06m thick layer of burnt/degraded chalk 

and then 0023, a layer of mid brown silt, both of which were 20th century.  A 0.2m thick 

layer of broken red brick, 0022, which overlay 0023, was seen at a depth of 0.5m along 

the eastern side of the trench. 
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Trench 19 

This contained a north to south aligned ditch, 0038, running partially within the western 

side of the trench (Fig. 9). An extension to the trench heading westwards was added to 

fully expose a section of the feature. Measuring 1.8m wide and 0.7m deep it had 

moderate sloping sides with a vertical sided ‘ankle breaker’ at the base (Fig. 10, Section 

8). Its fill, 0039, was a mid grey/brown sandy silt with frequent chalk and occasional 

regular flint cobbles. 

 

0038 was re-cut on its eastern side by 0040, a 0.8m wide and 0.24m deep ditch with a 

fill, 0041, of mid grey sandy silt with occasional chalk flecks. At the top of the features 

the fills became very homogenous and merged with the overlying soil layers.  

 

An east-west ditch, 0045 was also seen in this trench.  0045 was shallow, measuring 

1.5m wide and 0.3m deep and aligned east to west (Fig. 10, Section 9). On the west 

side of the trench it intersected ditch 0038/0040 but the relationship between the two 

was unclear.  Its fill, 0046, was a mid grey sandy silt with frequent chalk fleck inclusions 

and heavy root and animal disturbance. It appeared to continue in Trench 57 as 0034 

and 0022 as 0060. 

 

Trench 22 

The basal layer in this trench was 0044, a 0.4m-0.5m thick deposit of mid grey/brown 

silt/sand probably the same as 0006. Above this was 0043, a 0.2m thick deposit of solid 

chalk and then 0042, a light grey/brown silt/sand with high quantities of chalk which in 

turn lay under the topsoil, all of which were modern.  Ditch 0045 (Fig. 9)  was seen 

again in this trench, underlying 0044, and a sample section excavated which proved the 

ditch profile was similar to that seen in Trench 0019.  The southern 9m of this trench 

was destroyed by modern features. 
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Figure 9.  Ditches in Trenches 57, 19 and 22 

 

Trench 23 

Sherds of early Iron Age pottery were found in the spoil at the western end of the 

trench, probably originating from the lower layers, but despite thorough investigation no 

feature or deposit from which they could have come was identified (Fig. 10, Section 10).   

 

Trench 57 

This contained 0034, an east to west aligned ditch, seen at a depth of 1.1m, and which 

is probably a continuation of 0045 (Fig. 9). Measuring 1.8m wide and 0.5m deep it had 

moderate sloping sides and a narrow flat base (Fig. 10, Section 11). Its basal fill, 0036, 

was a mid brown silt above which was 0035, a dark brown silt with root and worm 

disturbance. 

 

Trench 60 

A single irregular pit, 0061, was identified in Trench 60 (Fig. 8) at a depth of 0.8m. 

Measuring c.1.1m by 0.7m and 0.25m deep it had a fill, 0062, of dark brown sand/silt 

(Fig. 13, Section 12). 
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Trenches containing 20th century features 

Trench 28 

The trench was placed through the centre of a raised roundabout, across the presumed 

site of a former World War II air-raid shelter. The extent of the shelter’s survival was 

unknown; the Ministry of Defence was unaware of the structure while Norfolk 

Landscape Archaeology believed it to be visible in aerial photographs.  

 

 

Exposed concrete roof
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Figure 11. Plan of Trench 28 

 

A structure which was initially thought to be an air-raid shelter (Fig. 11), 0050, was 

identified at a depth of 0.4m with the concrete outer walls and parts of the roof being 

exposed (Fig. 12, Section 13).  A thin topsoil overlaid 0059, a redeposited layer of 

mixed chalk and topsoil. Beneath this was 0058, a 0.1m thick layer of densely packed 

concrete rubble which was only partially removed. Under 0058 was the concrete roof of 

the shelter, which measured 10.25m from north to south. Its northern wall, 0051, was of 

reinforced concrete, measuring 0.3m wide with an outer, tarmac-like coating. The 
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Plate 2.  View along Trench 28 with the structure wall in the foreground 

 
Plate 3.  Section showing wall and cut.                        Plate 4.  Possible iron hatch 

 
Plates 5 and 6.  Views showing the setting of the structure within a roundabout  
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southern wall, 0052, of similar construction, was just visible at the south end of the 

trench.  The structure was subsequently identified as a bulk fuel installation rather than 

an air-raid shelter. 

 

The northern wall lay within a footing trench, 0054, which appeared to cut a former 

topsoil, 0057. Measuring c.0.8m wide on the outside of the wall this had been infilled 

with 0055, a deposit of compacted, redeposited chalk (Plate 4). To the south of the 

structure this deposit extended as a thin layer of compacted chalk, 0056. This ran along 

the length of the trench under a thinning 0059 at a height roughly comparable to the 

shelter's roof. Under this was 0057, a 0.25m thick former topsoil, and then, beyond the 

shelter, the natural subsoil at a depth of 0.7m. 

 

An apparent roof hatch, 0053, was identified c.2.5m from the northern wall (Plate 4). 

Constructed of iron and painted green, the one dimension fully visible measured 1.48m.   
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Figure 12. Location of 20th century features and deposits 
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Trenches 9b, 10, 11b, 15, 16, 17, 60, 61 and 62  

Concrete footings were identified in trenches 9b, 11, 16, 61 and 62 (Fig. 12).  These 

were all c.0.6m across and cut through layer 0006 and into natural chalk.  The footings 

in Trenches 61 and 62 related to a building shown on a 1941 map.  Trench 11 

contained numerous N-S footings, and it is not clear what type of a structure these 

related to.  In addition to the footings, Trenches 10, 15, 17 and 60 in this area had thick 

deposits of rubble, some of which truncated natural but others overlay layer 0006 (Fig. 

13, Sections 14 and 15) and included a deposit of burnt chalk, 0030 in Trench 15.   
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Figure 14. Plan of features on site 52796 
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5.2 Site 52795, Blackdyke Close 
 

Archaeological features, consisting of three pits and five separate ditches, were 

identified in six of the twenty-four trenches.  The depth of overburden varied 

considerably across the site, with natural chalk found at between 5m OD, on the east 

side of the site, to 3m OD in the base of a deep circular hollow on the west side of the 

site.  The general profile of the natural chalk showed a slight east to west slope, from 

c.5m OD to 4.5m OD.  The ground level shows a more enhanced slope from c.6.8m on 

the east side down to 5.2m in the south-east corner of the site near Blackdyke Close 

and between 4.6m-4.8m at the west side of the site. On the southern side of the site, 

trenches 40-46 had a variable, but considerable depth of modern deposits (up to 2m) 

which truncated natural in places, but generally overlay at least the base of the original 

soil profile.  Descriptions of all trenches are given in Appendix 3 and sample sections 

can be found at Figure 24. 

 

Trench 31 

Chalk subsoil was found at 1.22m at the east end of the trench rising to 0.7m at the 

west end.  The soil profile showed only two layers, topsoil, 0122, over a layer, 0074, of 

mid brown silt mixed with patches of light grey silt and occasional pieces of degraded 

chalk which was between 0.4m and 0.9m thick, sealing the chalk subsoil.  A single ditch 

(Fig. 15), 0072, filled with mid brown silt, 0073 and measuring 2m wide and 0.7m deep, 

cut through layer 0074 and natural subsoil, on a north-east to south-west alignment 

(Fig. 19, Section 16).  No finds were recovered from this. 
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Figure 15.  Ditches in Trenches 31 and 34 

Trench 34 
Trench 34 showed a similar soil profile to Trench 31 with a layer of orange-brown silt, 

0071 lying under topsoil, 0122 at the north end of the trench.  Here chalk natural was 

found at c. 0.85m, but the profile rose steeply towards the south end of the trench until 

at the south end chalk natural lay at 0.3m immediately under topsoil.  A south-west to 

north-east aligned ditch (Fig. 15), 0077, measuring c.0.8m wide and 0.5m deep with 

moderate sloping sides and a flat base was found in the northern end of the trench. Its 

northern side was cut by what appeared to be the terminus of a recut 0080. Its basal fill, 

slumping in on the southern side, was 0078, a friable mid to light brown/grey sandy silt 

with frequent chalk fragments, over which lay 0079, a mid grey/brown sandy silt with 

rare flecks of chalk (Fig. 19, Sections 17-18). 
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0080, probably a re-cut of 0077, was 0.9m wide and 0.2m deep with moderate sloping 

sides and a flat base. Its fill, 0081, was a friable mid/light grey/brown slightly sandy silt 

with occasional chalk flecking. 

 

Trench 37 

Two pits were identified in the southern half of Trench 37 and an additional length of 

trench was placed extending westwards to see if others were present, but no more were 

found (Fig. 16).   

 

0075 was a large circular pit, with steeply sloping sides and flat base measuring 1.5m 

wide and 0.5m deep. Its fill, 0076, was a uniform mid to pale brown silt with frequent 

chalk and occasional small stones and flints (Fig. 19, Section 19).  0087, was of similar 

size and shape, measuring 1.3m wide and 0.3m deep with steep sides and a flat base. 

Its fill, 0088, was a uniform pale brown silt with frequent chalk nodules (Fig. 19, Section 

20).  Both pits were fully excavated within the trenches to enhance the finds recovery 

but only a single Iron Age pottery sherd was found in pit 0087.   

 

3

metres
1.50

0075

0087

 
Figure 16.  Pits 0075 and 0087 in Trench 37 

 

Trench 45b 

The south end of this trench lay within the area where deep modern deposits were 

found overlying an apparently intact buried soil, 0082, and natural chalk.  The modern 

deposits were up to 0.8m deep at the south end and included a layer of dense 
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redeposited chalk which lay immediately under topsoil.  These reduced in depth to the 

north and by c.30m from the south end of the trench consisted of a redeposited topsoil 

c.0.4m deep, overlying the buried soil.   

 

0082 was a layer of mid brown silt, which was seen along the length of the trench at a 

depth of 0.66m at the north end and rising until it lay immediately under topsoil. It was 

0.2m thick and sealed the natural subsoil. Three sherds of pottery, two of medieval 

Grimston-type ware and one Iron Age were recovered from the layer during machining.  

0082 sealed a single ditch, 0083, aligned east to west, which was identified towards the 

north end of the trench. Measuring 1m wide and 0.23m deep it had steep sides, a flat 

base and a fill, 0084, of moderately compacted yellow-brown silt with occasional flints 

and frequent chalk flecks.  Fragments of animal bone were recovered from the upper 

part of the fill. 
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Figure 17.  Ditches identified in Trenches 45b and 46 

 

Trench 46 
This had deep modern deposits sealing the archaeological layers, including a 

compacted grey clay layer at the south end within which was found sheets of 

blockboard.  The modern layers overlay a clean brown silt, 0117, similar to 0082 and 

which was interpreted as a buried soil.  As with Trench 45b the modern deposits were 

deeper to the south, up to 1.1m deep, and reducing to the north, down to c.0.4m deep. 
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A single ditch, 0085, was identified in this trench (Fig. 17) as being the continuation of 

0083 in Trench 45b. Aligned east to west it measured 1m wide and 0.3m deep, with 

steep sides and a flat base. Its fill, 0086, was a mid brown silt with frequent chalk 

nodules and occasional flints, similar to 0084 (Fig. 19, Section 22).  No finds were 

recovered from this section. 

 

Trench 47 

This contained two archaeological features (Fig. 18) sealed beneath buried soil and 

modern deposits. 

 

 

0089

Mod
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Figure 18.  Plan of features in Trench 47 

 

0089 was a large irregular pit lying partially within the trench and truncated by a modern 

pipeline. Measuring c.4m wide and 0.6m deep it had concave sides and an undulating 

base. Its basal fill, 0096, was a light/mid creamy-yellow-brown silty sand with frequent 

unsorted chalk stones (Fig. 19, Sections 23-25). Above this was 0097, a mid 

orange/brown sandy silt with occasional chalk flecks and then 0098/0090, a mid 

orange/grey/brown silty sand with occasional chalk flecks showing as deposition lines.  

18 sherds of earlier Neolithic pottery were recovered from context 0090 and 12 from fill 

0097.  This assemblage contained two rim sherds that could be identified as Mildenhall 

Ware.  A single sherd of abraded Iron Age pottery was also recovered from 0097 but 

this is considered to be residual. 

28



 

 

0091 was a ditch, aligned north to south, lying to the west of pit 0089. Widening from 

0.5m to 0.9m it was 0.2m deep with moderate sloping sides and a flat base. Its fill, 

0092, was a mid brown silt with moderate chalk flecks.  

 

Both of these features were sealed by layer 0095, a 0.1m thick compacted deposit of 

mid/dark brown/grey sandy silt with moderate chalk pebble inclusions which in turn lay 

below 0094, a 0.15m thick deposit of mid to dark grey/brown sandy silt with modern 

inclusions of plastic, coal etc., and topsoil.  A deposit of dark brown silty sand, 0093, 

was also recorded at the junction of Trenches 47 and 46 which may have been the 

same as 0095. 

 

At the east end of Trench 47 the soil profile clearly showed a modern topsoil with a lens 

of redeposited chalk at its base, overlying what looked like an intact former soil profile of 

topsoil over orange-brown silt subsoil (Plate 7).  No distinct change was identifiable 

between this end and the profile over the features, and the basal silt layer at the east 

end appeared to be continuous and the same as 0097, filling the top of pit 0089.  Layer 

0094 seemed to be continuous along the length of the trench, but in the area over the 

features it was dense and compacted and a modern pencil was recovered from it.   

 

 
Plate 7.  Trench 47, east end soil profile 
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Figure 20.  Plan of features on site 52795 
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6. Finds and environmental evidence 
Cathy Tester 
 
6.1. The finds from site 52796 
Introduction 
 
Finds were collected from twelve contexts, as shown in Table 1 below. 
 

Tr. No Ctxt Pottery Animal bone CBM Miscellaneous Spotdate 
  No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g   
0 0001            Iron (1-70g)   
8 0013 30 517           EIA 
8 0015     1 31         

9a 0017 1 10           12th-14th C 
9b 0019     5 24         
9a 0032 1 15           Med-LMed 
15 0036 1 21           LC3/4 
19 0041 5 31 1 4 6 1258 Lava quern 6-175g; 

Glass 1-216g 
Pmed, Med 
EMed 

19 0046     1 18         
22 0047 1 28           16th-18th C 
22 0048 1 229           EIA 
61 0102     1 1522   
 Total 40 851 8 77 7 2780   

Table 1.  Finds quantities from 52796 
 
Pottery 
Forty sherds of pottery weighing 851g were collected from seven contexts in five 

evaluation trenches. The assemblage includes Prehistoric, Roman, medieval and post-

medieval pottery but the majority of it is Prehistoric. Quantities by period are 

summarised in the table below and the pottery catalogue by context is in Appendix 5. 

 
Ceramic period No % No. Wt/g % Wt 
Prehistoric  31 77.5 746 87.7 
Roman 1 2.5 21 2.5 
Medieval 5 12.5 39 4.6 
Late medieval and transitional 2 5.0 17 2.0 
Post-medieval 1 2.5 28 3.3 
Total 40 100.0 851 100.0 

Table 2. Pottery by ceramic period from 52796. 
 
Prehistoric pottery by Sarah Percival 

Introduction and methodology 

A small prehistoric assemblage was recovered from Site 1 (NHER 52796). Thirty-one 

sherds weighing 746g and representing two vessels of earlier Iron Age date were 

recovered from two contexts. The sherds are large and moderately well preserved but 

several show signs of burning.  
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The assemblage was analysed in accordance with the Prehistoric Ceramic Research 

Group Guidelines (PCRG 1992; 1997) and a full catalogue was prepared. The sherds 

were examined using a x10 binocular microscope and fabric group was defined on the 

basis of inclusion types. Vessel form and form element were recorded and decoration 

and abrasion were also noted.  

 

Earlier Iron Age pottery 

The pottery is all flint-tempered and comprises thirty sherds (517g) from a single vessel 

found in a ‘spread’ at the western end of Trench 8 (0013) and a large rim sherd (229g) 

recovered from spoil in Trench 22 (0048). 

 

The pottery is made of flint-tempered fabric F1 which contains moderate to common 

angular flint pieces in a sparse sandy clay matrix. One vessel from Trench 8 (0013) is a 

long-necked shouldered jar with a simple rounded rim, similar to examples from West 

Harling (Clark and Fell 1953, fig.14, 55). The second vessel, from the western end of 

Trench 22 (0048), is a closed jar with a simple rounded rim and a row of impressed dots 

around the shoulder, which again finds parallels within the assemblage from Harling 

(Clark and Fell 1953, fig. II, 13).  
 

Statement of potential and further work 

The pottery indicates occupation or perhaps seasonal activity at Feltwell village during 

the earlier Iron Age, perhaps the 7th to 5th centuries BC. No previous pottery of this 

date is published from within the village, however, a substantial assemblage of 5th to 

3rd century pottery associated with a chalk floor was found at Cauldron Field, NHER 

FWL110 (Silvester 1991, 35; Shand 1985) some 1km to the south west of the village. 

The Cauldron Field assemblage is probably later than that from 52796 as it is generally 

sand-tempered and contains largely undecorated vessels with sinuous profiles.  

 

No further work is required to study the pottery, but both vessels should be illustrated 
 

Roman pottery 

A Nene valley colour-coated ware (NVC) beaker base of late 3rd or 4th century date 

was recovered from the lower fill of ditch 0034 (0036) in Trench 15. 
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Post-Roman pottery (identified by Richenda Goffin) 

Five sherds of medieval and two sherds of late medieval or transitional pottery were 

found in three contexts. All are non-diagnostic bodysherds and most of them were found 

together in the fill of ditch 0040 in Trench 19 (0041). 
 

The earliest dated is a small abraded sherd of possible Early Medieval ware (EMW) of 

11th-12th century date (0041). Two sherds of medieval coarseware (MCW) of 12th to 

14th century date were also found. One was a single find from cleaning layer 0017 in 

Trench 9a and the other came from ditch fill 0041. An unprovenanced glazed ware 

(UPG) sherd dates to the late 12th to 14th century (0041). A fragment of Ely-type glazed 

ware (ELYG) of medieval or late medieval date was a single find from layer 0032 in 

Trench 9a. Two sherds of late medieval and transitional ware (LMT) of 15th to late 16th 

century date were also found (0041). 

 

A Glazed red earthenware (GRE) bodysherd is post-medieval (16th to 18th century) and  

was a single find from the topsoil layer in Trench 22 (0047). 

 

Ceramic building material 

Seven fragments of CBM weighing 2780g were collected from two contexts. Six 

fragments came from the fill of ditch 0040 in Trench 19 (0041) which also contained 

medieval and late medieval or post-medieval pottery. Three fragments are small and 

abraded with no measurable dimensions and are made in a fine poorly-mixed fabric with 

red clay pellets and are of probable late medieval or post-medieval date. A fragment of 

brick made in a medium sandy fabric with flint inclusions and a height of 63mm is 

probably late 17th or 18th century. Two more bricks are also post-medieval, one 55mm 

thick is made from poorly-mixed clay with slag-like inclusions and over-fired to a purply-

maroon colour, the other is 55mm thick in medium sandy fabric with few other inclusions 

and similarly over-fired. 

 

A fragment of white-fired modern brick, stamped ‘Burwell’ was unstratified in Trench 61 

(0102). 
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Small Finds and metalwork  

Four items were recorded as small finds. None of them were from excavated features, 

asthey were found by metal detecting the spoil from four of the machined trenches. One 

is Roman and three are medieval or later. Details are listed in Appendix 6. 

. 

Roman 
1. Copper alloy coin. Radiate, 260-296 AD, very worn. SF 1003 Trench 20 Spoil. 

 

Medieval or later 
2. Copper alloy ring. Belt fitting, complete. Diameter 24mm. Medieval? SF 1009 Trench 26  

3. Lead personal seal matrix, pointed oval shape. L. 29mm, W. 16mm, Wt. 6.68g. 13th century 

or possibly slightly earlier. SF 1002 Trench 7  

4. Copper alloy rectangular buckle frame with ornamental knops. L. 18mm W. 22mm, Wt. 4.8g. 

Possibly medieval or later. SF 1001 Trench 8 spoil   

 

A complete iron nail, 118mm long with a square-section shaft was unstratified (0001) 

and is undatable. 
 

Miscellaneous 
Six fragments of lava quern (175g) recovered from the fill of ditch 0040 in Trench 19 

(0041) are non-diagnostic but were found in association with medieval  and post-

medieval finds and could also be medieval or later.  

 

A fragment of post-medieval bottle glass was also found ditch 0040 (0041).  

 

Animal bone 

Eight fragments of animal bone (77g) were collected from four contexts in three 

trenches. The condition of the bone varies, some of it is very poor and deteriorated and 

some appears to be fairly recent. Almost all of the bone had no associated datable 

finds.  

 

A large mammal long bone fragment in very poor condition was a single find from gully 

0014 in Trench 8 (0015). A cow mandible and other large mammal bone fragments 

were recovered from gully 0018 in Trench 19 (0019). A complete sheep metacarpal was 

the only find from ditch 0045 (0046) in Trench 19. A very small deteriorated fragment 

from ditch 0040 in Trench 19 (0041) is the only piece with associated finds which are 
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medieval/post-medieval. 

 
6.2. The finds from site 52795. 

Introduction 
Finds were collected from six contexts in three evaluation trenches, as shown in Table 3 

below. 

 
Tr. No Ctxt Pottery Animal bone Flint Miscellaneous Spotdate 

  No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g   
45b 0082 3 26          Med, Iron Age 
45b 0084     7 22        
37 0088 1 7           Iron Age 
47 0090 18 56  6  52 4 15   E Neolithic 
47 0093 2 1         Fired clay 1-8g; coal 2-4g Preh 
47 0097 13 40           E Neolithic 
 Total 37 130 13 74 4 15   

Table 3.  Finds quantities from 52795 
 
Pottery 
Thirty-seven sherds of pottery weighing 130g were collected from five contexts in three 

evaluation trenches. All but two sherds are prehistoric. The pottery catalogue by context 

is in Appendix 5.  

 

Prehistoric Pottery by Sarah Percival 
 

Introduction and methodology 

A small prehistoric assemblage was recovered from Site 2 (NHER 52795). Thirty-five 

sherds of Neolithic and Iron Age date weighing 109g were recovered from five contexts. 

The pottery is small and abraded. 

 

The assemblage was analysed in accordance with the Prehistoric Ceramic Research 

Group Guidelines (PCRG 1992; 1997) and a full catalogue was prepared. The sherds 

were examined using a x10 binocular microscope and fabric groups were defined on the 

basis of inclusion types (F representing flint, Q quartz and S shell). Vessel form and 

form element were recorded and decoration and abrasion were also noted. The 

quantities by ceramic period are summarised in Table 4 below and the full catalogue by 

context is in Appendix 5. 
 

Ceramic period No % No Wt/g % Wt 
Earlier Neolithic  30 85.7 87 79.8 
Iron Age  2 5.7 12 11 
Uncertain 3 8.6 10 9.2 
Total 35 100 109 100 

Table 4.  Pottery quantities by ceramic period from 52795 
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Earlier Neolithic  
Thirty sherds weighing 87g were identified as being of earlier Neolithic date. The 

assemblage is entirely flint-tempered (Table 5) and includes externally thickened rims 

from two vessels, both almost certainly Mildenhall Ware.  

 
 Fabric Description No %No Wt/g % Wt 
F2 Common medium to coarse angular flint; 

moderate quartz sand 
27 90 79 90.8 

F3 Common fine to medium angular flint; moderate 
quartz sand 

3 10 8 9.1 

 Total  30 100 87 100 
Table 5.  Earlier Neolithic pottery fabric quantities  

 
One rim has incised channelling to the rim top and a hole drilled through the body of the 

vessel below the rim. The sherd is similar to Mildenhall Ware vessels from Kilverstone, 

Norfolk (Garrow et al. 2006, fig.2.23, P53). All of the earlier Neolithic pottery was found 

in a single feature, pit 0089 (0090) in Trench 47. A shell-tempered base sherd of 

uncertain prehistoric date was also found in the pit. The flat base sherd could not have 

come from a round-based earlier Neolithic bowl and was probably intrusive, perhaps 

introduced into the feature during cutting of a later service trench which bisected the pit.  

 

Healy notes that Mildenhall Ware is found in small quantities on Fenland sites such as 

Hockwold cum Wilton, NHER5317 and 5230, some 5km to the south west of Feltwell 

village (Healy 1996, fig.67). Radiocarbon determinations on material from pits 

containing Mildenhall Ware from Kilverstone indicate that the pottery was in use around 

3650-3400 cal. BC (Garrow et al. 72).  

 

Iron Age  
Two undecorated body sherds weighing 12g are of Iron Age date. One sherd is flint 

tempered the other sandy (Table 4). The sandy sherd was recovered from layer 0082 

Trench 45b, the second sherd from pit, 0087 in Trench 37. Neither sherd is closely 

datable within the Iron Age.   

 

Fabric Description No % 
No

Wt/g %Wt 

F1 Common medium angular flint; moderate 
quartz sand 

1 50 7 58.35 

Q3 Moderate quartz sand 1 50 5 41.65 
Total  2 100.0 12 100 

Table 6.  Iron Age pottery fabric quantities 
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Undatable Prehistoric 
Three sherds are prehistoric but are not closely datable (Table 7). Two, from layer 0093, 

Trench 47, are quartz-sand tempered but are too small to be identified. The third, a 

shell-tempered base, was found in pit 0087.  
 

Fabric Description No % No Wt/g % Wt 
Q1 Moderate quartz sand 2 66.6 1 10.0 
S1 Moderate shell and plate-like voids 1 33.3 9 90.0 
Total  3 100.0 10 100.0 

Table 7.  Undatable prehistoric pottery fabric quantities 
 

Statement of potential and further work 
The presence of Mildenhall Ware at the site is of interest as it forms an uncommon 

component of the recorded Fenland prehistoric assemblages analysed by Healy (1996). 

The small quantity of Iron Age pottery is not closely datable and indicates a ‘background 

noise’ of activity at the site at this time. No further work is required. 

 
 
Medieval pottery (identified by Richenda Goffin) 

Two joining  bodysherds (21g) of Grimston-type ware (GRIM) of late 12th to 14th 

century date were identified  from a silty layer 0082 at the base of Trench 45b.  

 

Fired clay 

A small and abraded fragment of fired clay in a fine dense orange-brown fabric was 

collected from pit 0089 (0090).  

 

Flint by Colin Pendleton 
 

Four pieces of worked flint were recovered from one context, the fill of pit 0089 (0090) in 

Trench 47. Details are shown below. 

 
No Type Description Date 
1 blade Heavily patinated small blade with parallel blade scars on dorsal 

face. Cortex forms distal end. Some possible use-wear. 
Meso or Neo  

1 flake Highly patinated flake. Cortex forms distal end and two-thirds of 
dorsal face 

Meso or NEO 

1 flake Snapped thin flake, patinated Meso or NEO 
1 flake Irregular thick unpatinated flake with broad striking platform. 

Hard-hammer struck. Dorsal face shows ?recent crush damage  
(by  heavy machinery?) 

Later Preh 

Table 8. Flint descriptions 
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All but one of the pieces are heavily patinated and are probably Mesolithic or Neolithic. 

These may be contemporary with early Neolithic pottery which was also found in this 

context. The fourth piece is unpatinated and of probable later prehistoric – Bronze Age 

or Iron Age date. 

 
Small finds and Metalwork 

Five metal items were collected as small finds, these were recorded in a single 

sequence for both sites and numbers 5-9 were allocated to site 52795. None were from 

excavated features, they were found by metal detecting the spoil from four of the 

machined trenches. Four are medieval or later and one is modern. Details are listed in 

Appendix 6. 

 

Medieval  
5. Silver coin, a short cross penny, Canterbury mint 1189-1247 AD. SF 1008 Trench 53  

6. A token or coin made of thin copper alloy sheet. Diameter 25mm, very worn and part of 

outer edge broken off. One hole pierced near edge for re-use as a pendant, five parallel 

lines scratched on one face. Probably medieval or later. SF 1004 Trench 32.  

7. Rectangular mount made of copper alloy sheet, incomplete due to breakage. Rivet hole in 

one corner. Scratched decorated lines on one face. Medieval or later. SF 1006Trench 33. 

8. Portable candle holder made of copper alloy sheeting. Bucket-shaped, diameter c. 28mm  

SF 1007 Trench 47  

 

The last item is modern 

9. A copper alloy solid stem rotary key with pierced trefoil-shaped bow and circular cross-

section. SF 1005 Trench 32  
 

 

Animal bone 

Thirteen fragments (74g) of cattle teeth were recovered from two contexts, ditch 0083 

(0084) in Trench 45b and pit 0089 (0090) in Trench 47. All of the material is in very poor 

condition, very deteriorated and eroded. 

 

6.3.  Molluscs and other remains sites 52795 and 52796 
Val Fryer 
 
Introduction and method statement 

Samples were taken from both sites for the evaluation of the content and preservation 

of the plant macrofossil and mollusc assemblages from four ditch fills and a pit. 
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The samples were processed by manual water flotation/washover and the flots were 

collected in a 300 micron mesh sieve. The dried flots were scanned under a binocular 

microscope at magnifications up to x 16 and the remains noted are listed in Appendix 7. 

Nomenclature within the table follows Kerney and Cameron (1979). 

 

The non-floating residues were collected in a 1mm mesh sieve and were sorted when 

dry. Any artefacts/ecofacts were be retained for further specialist analysis. 

 

Results 

Plant macrofossils were exceedingly rare, comprising a single very poorly preserved 

cereal grain and occasional small pieces of charcoal/charred wood. Other remains were 

also scarce, although small pieces of coal and small mammal or amphibian bones were 

present throughout. 

 

All five assemblages were principally composed of mollusc shells. A proportion of the 

shells retained well-preserved surface features and pigmentation, and were almost 

certainly modern contaminants within the features. However, a small number of shells 

were fragmented and abraded and were probably contemporary with the contexts from 

which the samples were taken. Three of Evans (1972) ecological groups of terrestrial 

molluscs were represented, with open country and catholic species being particularly 

abundant. Two fragmentary shells of marshland/freshwater molluscs were noted within 

the assemblage from ditch 0077 site 52795. 

  

Conclusions 

In summary, if the mollusc shells are contemporary with the contexts, the composition of 

the assemblages would appear to indicate that the area surrounding the features was 

primarily composed of short-turfed grassland, with only occasional areas of shade. Ditch 

0077 at site 52795 may have been seasonally wet or water-filled. The extremely low 

density of plant macrofossils recorded may indicate that the features were peripheral to 

or entirely removed from any centre of human activity. 

 
Recommendations for further work 

Although plant macrofossils are scarce within the current samples, if further 

archaeological work is anticipated within the immediate area it is recommended that 

additional samples of approximately 40 litres in volume are taken from all recorded 
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features. These samples may also provide further mollusc assemblages, although 

interpretation of the site using this latter material should be undertaken with caution, as 

contemporaneity with the contexts may be difficult to establish. 

 

 
6.4. Discussion of the finds and environmental evidence 
 
Site 52796 

Site 52796 produced a modest group of finds which include prehistoric, Roman and 

post-Roman material from ten of the evaluation trenches. 

 

Prehistoric finds consist of substantial proportions of two earlier Iron Age jars from 

Trenches 8 and 22. They represent occupation or perhaps seasonal activity on this site 

during the 7th to 5th centuries BC which has not previously been recorded in this 

vicinity.  

 

Roman finds consist of a radiate coin (260-296 AD) which was unstratified in Trench 20 

machine spoil and a Nene Valley colour-coated beaker (late 3rd or 4th century) from the 

lower fill of ditch 0034 in Trench 57.   

 

Later finds were mainly from the topsoil or unstratified but one feature, ditch 0040 in 

Trench 19 produced a range of late medieval /post-medieval finds, the most datable 

being pottery which included medieval coarsewares and late medieval and transitional 

wares as well as late medieval or early post-medieval bricks, lava quern and glass 

bottle fragments. Single sherds of medieval pottery were also recovered from a silting 

layer and cleaning layer in Trench 9a.  

 

A few medieval metal items including a lead seal, a copper alloy buckle and a belt fitting 

were recovered by metal detecting the spoil from machined Trenches 7, 8 and 26. 

 

The environmental samples were principally composed of terrestrial mollusc shells and 

produced a very low density of macrofossils which may indicate that the site was not 

close to any centre of intense activity.  

 

41



 

Site 52795 

Site 52795 produced a small assemblage of finds which includes prehistoric and 

medieval material from six of the evaluation trenches.  

 

The prehistoric finds consist of pottery and worked flint. The earliest pottery and the 

majority of it (30 sherds) is earlier Neolithic and includes rims from two Mildenhall Ware 

vessels which probably date between 3650-3400 BC and are of interest as they are only 

found in small amounts in Fenland assemblages. These and other less diagnostic 

sherds are all from the fills of pit 0089 in Trench 47. Three heavily patinated flints, a 

blade and two flakes, were also found in pit 0089 and are probably contemporary with 

the Neolithic pottery. 

 

A few sherds of Iron Age pottery from two contexts are not closely datable within that 

period. One is redeposited in the silty layer in the base of trench 45b and the other is a 

single find from pit 0087 in Trench 37. 

 

Later finds include two sherds of Grimston-type medieval pottery from Trench 45b as 

well as several metal items including a silver short cross penny (1189-1247AD) and a 

copper alloy portable candle holder which were recovered by metal detecting the spoil 

from machined Trenches 32, 33, 47 and 53. 

 

The environmental samples were principally composed of terrestrial mollusc shells and 

produced a very low density of macrofossils which may indicate that the site was not 

close to any centre of intense activity.  

 

 

7.  Discussion  
 

7.1.   Site 52796, Cardington Road 
The central area of this site has been partially truncated by 20th century military 

buildings, and whilst this truncation does not appear to have been deep, sometimes not 

penetrating natural chalk, no archaeological features or deposits were identified 

underneath the modern layers or structures.   
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Of the six potentially archaeological features identified two of these, 0018 and 0028 

looked to be linear, but were shallow and did not appear in other trenches which 

suggests that they were not field ditches running the length of the site.  Neither was 

dated and their function was unknown.   

 

Pits 0020 and 0024 looked like archaeological features with well defined edges and the 

soil layers overlying them were darker and more organic-rich than elsewhere which 

suggests the presence of possible occupation debris in the area.  A sherd of 12th-14th 

century pottery was recovered from cleaning over the top of the pits (0017) and a sherd 

of medieval to late medieval pottery from a brown silt layer below topsoil (0032). 

 

A north to south and an east to west ditch were identified in three trenches.  The limits 

of the east-west ditch, 0045 were not defined but the north-south ditch, 0038/0040 was 

actively searched for and was absent from Trench 54.  It was not visible in the south 

end of Trench 20, although Trench 20 could not be extended far enough west to provide 

conclusive evidence that the ditch did not continue into here.  However it is certain that 

it either finished or cornered somewhere within the southern 50-80m of the site.  It 

appears to have been recut and the later cut contained post-medieval finds.  

Examination of the 1886 Ordnance Survey map shows that the site was formerly made 

up of two small fields and this may be the field boundary between these.  The limits of 

Ditch 0045, seen in Trenches 19, 22 and 57 were not identified, and its relationship with 

0038 was not defined, however it did contain a sherd of Roman pottery, and was sealed 

by the lowest soil layers, suggesting that it may be earlier than ditch 0038, rather than 

part of a common ditch system. 

 

Most intriguing were the two finds of earlier Iron Age pottery, one, 0013, found at the 

interface between the worked overburden and the chalk subsoil, but with no obvious cut 

feature and the other found 170m to the east in the upcast soil.  Despite a thorough 

search no evidence as to where this could have come from was identified.  That this 

fragile pottery should have survived in the soil whilst either displaced or truncated by 

later activity is remarkable, but tantalisingly no archaeological activity to complement 

them was found.  That the finds do survive probably suggests that the built-up soil layer 

was not, at the base at least predominantly a ploughsoil, but perhaps a 'hill wash'.  The 

presence of this pottery, without corresponding evidence for occupation may suggest 
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that these find originate from a funerary context rather than a domestic one, however no 

other evidence to support this interpretation can be offered.   

 

Levels established for the depth to the natural chalk across site 72596 showed natural 

at its highest, c.11m in the south-east corner of the site, and at their lowest, c.7m in the 

north-west corner.  The current ground level reflects the slope in the natural to a lesser 

degree, c. 3m difference from east-west.  The overburden was found to be generally 

lower over the areas where natural chalk was higher, suggesting some movement of 

soil from the higher to the lower areas, probably as a result of a mix of natural and 

agricultural processes.  The material over the chalk was a homogenous deposit of 

brown silt from which very little occupation debris, and cultural material was recovered.  

The even, well-worked nature of this soil may suggest that was at least in part, an 

agricultural soil (although the survival of the Iron Age pottery within it appears to 

contradict this) which is consistent with the early map data that shows the sites as open 

fields.  The depth of the deposit may be partly explained from the topographical 

evidence as a result of natural soil movement from one end of the site to the other, 

particularly if the site is considered as part of the larger picture, and that soil has moved 

from higher ground to the south of this site.  On top of this, the modern deposits are 

probably imported.   

 

7.2. Site 52795 
A significant factor for this site was the variable landscape which included infilled 

hollows, all of which may have had a bearing on the location of the features found, four 

ditches, and three/four pits.   

 

Situated on the high area in Trench 47 a north-south possible ditch (although it was not 

traced anywhere else) and an irregular pit were found.  The pottery found in the pit, 

0089, is particularly significant as it is earlier Neolithic Mildenhall Ware and highlights 

the possibility of further Neolithic occupation in the immediate vicinity.  Neolithic cut 

features are not a common find, although the fen-edge is relatively rich in Neolithic 

sites, the Scheduled Ancient Monument of Hurst Fen, a Neolithic settlement site lies 

south of Mildenhall 13.5 km south of this site.  This find is therefore of local importance 

and has the potential to enhance the understanding of the distribution of Neolithic sites 

along the fen-edge and the use of the landscape by the early inhabitants.   
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The soil profile of this trench, 47, at the east end showed topsoil over clean silts and the 

soil profile appeared to be intact, however further east whilst the soil profile was 

recognisable the layers had become extremely compacted and contained modern 

intrusions.  Some crumbs of possible Iron Age pottery were seen, but were not 

recoverable.  These layers lay over the two features identified (one cut by a modern 

service trench).  It is suggested that this soil profile may have been severely compacted 

by the movement of machinery and lorries etc. over this area during the construction of 

the school, so the soil profile whilst intact is severely damaged.   

 

High ground, natural at c.5m OD

Hollow, natural at c.4.5m OD

Natural at between 4m and 3.5m OD

Deep hollow, natural at c. 3m OD

0 40 80

metres
 

Figure 21.  Plan showing approximate location of hollows 

 

Two of the ditches, 0072 and 0077, were north-east to south-west aligned at the north-

west of the site within the area of a deep oval hollow.  Neither could be traced across 

the site, and both were positioned slightly away from the deepest part of the hollow, 

possibly leading into it.  Stratigraphically ditch 0077 (and terminus 0080) lay under a 

layer of even grey-brown silt, 0123, whereas 0072 cut a similar layer, 0074, which may 

suggest that they were not contemporary, although it is not certain that the two silt 

layers 0123 and 0074 were the same deposit.  The infilling of the hollow seemed to be 

largely the result of natural processes with various gleyed and iron panned sand 

deposits visible across the trenches.  Despite a depth of the base of the hollow of at 
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least 2m and lying at only 3m OD, no peat deposits were identified within it suggesting 

that it had not held standing water for any prolonged period.   

 

The two pits lay within an area of the site, where chalk was found on a plateau south of 

the hollow within 30cm of the current ground level.  These were similar in shape and fill 

and were therefore probably contemporary.  Despite additional trenching to the west 

(the east was not accessible due to the presence of a concrete cover over a soakaway 

or tank) no other pits were identified.  A single sherd of Iron Age pottery was recovered 

from pit 0087, and a large group of similar pits found at RAF Lakenheath, lying on the 

fen-edge c.10km to the south were also found to be Iron Age.  No clear function for 

these pits can be determined, although the regular shape suggests that there probably 

was a specific function rather than merely chalk extraction, which tends to be more 

irregular in shape and profile.   

 

The one east-west aligned ditch ran north of the second hollow (Fig. 22) at the south 

end of the site.  This ditch was not marked on the 1886 OS map.   

 

The hollow on the south side of the site had a steeply sloped edge at the south end, 

seen in Trench 41 where the natural chalk fell by c.08m over 20m.  Here and in the west 

end of Trench 42 natural sand deposits had infilled the base of the hollow, however as 

the land rose to the north-east the sand deposits were overlain by modern chalk, clay 

and masonry rubble layers until the natural chalk was 2.1m below the existing ground 

level.  Over much of this eastern edge of the site the modern deposits cut into the 

natural fills and a very large deep soakaway was found in the west end of Trench 44.  

The construction of this was contemporary with the deposition of the chalk (upcast from 

its digging?) and rubble, and the presence of plastic crates within it suggested that it 

was no more than 10 years old and possibly contemporary with the construction of the 

nearby school.  The level of the natural and the soil profile was tracked across the site 

which appears to show a broad hollow with some natural infilling at the base, but which 

perhaps was still at least partially present until quite recently.  It is suggested that the 

modern deposits were deliberately dumped as a convenient and cheap way of both 

getting rid of a lot of rubbish (many, many skip fulls) and levelling a natural undulation in 

the landscape to create a flat plateau for the school.   
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Plate 8.  Modern deposits in Trench 44 

 

8.  Conclusions and recommendations for further work  
 

The possible Neolithic pit and evidence for Neolithic activity on this site is significant as 

its age makes it rare and vulnerable, particularly as it lies beneath compressed soil 

layers, 0.6m below the surface.  The landscape of hollows and plateaux may have been 

being exploited during the Neolithic period, although there is no evidence that these 

hollows held water.  However the location of the feature overlooking the hollow may be 

important.  The pottery found is a local type found on a small number of fen-edge sites 

and the identification of a feature of this date here is important to the understanding of 

the extent and form of the occupation of this area during the earlier Neolithic. Although 

the archaeological features were difficult to define and lie under a damaged soil profile 

the age and rarity of this find, and the potential for other features in the vicinity means 

that further work should be done in this immediate area to investigate the potential.  It is 

therefore recommended that a small area c.20m x 20m is opened up for excavation 

prior to the construction going ahead (Fig. 22) 

 

The two pits to the west of the site 52795 did not appear to part of a larger Iron Age 

group, although such feature groups, with very similar pits have been found on other 

fen-edge sites (for example. ERL 147 at RAF Lakenheath, Craven, in prep).  A small 

area strip would establish this, and would be quick to do as the topsoil is very shallow, 
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so it is suggested that a 15m x 15m area is opened up around these pits (Fig. 22) to 

determine whether they are part of a larger group.  Alternatively, any topsoil strip in this 

area should be closely monitored with a time and cost allowance for the excavation of 

other pits, should they be present.  
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Figure 22.  Recommendations for excavation/close monitoring 

 

The finds of Iron Age pottery in 52796 do suggest occupation of that date here, but no 

evidence to support the activity was found beyond the stray pottery finds.  All the 

features identified were undated or later.  It is probable that there has been an Iron Age 

site here, and the absence of other occupation evidence suggests that it was probably 

not a domestic site, but more likely scattered funerary activity.  However these finds 

have generally come from deep down in the soil profile, well below anything likely to be 

damaged by anything other than footing trenches and it is therefore recommended that 

limited monitoring of the site strip is carried out in the areas where the topsoil is shallow.   
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9.  Archive deposition  
 

Paper and photographic archive: Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service  

Digital archive: T:arc\archive field projects\RAF Feltwell and CD copies supplied to 

Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service and Norfolk Landscape Archaeology.  

Finds and environmental archive: Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service 
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Figure 23. Sample trench sections site 52796, scale 1:40 on A4
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Disclaimer 
 
Any opinions expressed in this report about the need for further archaeological work are those of the Field 
Projects Team alone. Ultimately the need for further work will be determined by the Local Planning 
Authority and its Archaeological Advisors when a planning application is registered. Suffolk County 
Council’s archaeological contracting services cannot accept responsibility for inconvenience caused to 
the clients should the Planning Authority take a different view to that expressed in the report. 
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Brief for Archaeological Evaluation by Trial Trenching at RAF Feltwell, Feltwell 

Summary 
 
The proposed development lies adjacent to an area of multi-period remains, 
including an Iron Age and Roman settlement and a medieval moated enclosure. 
 
Planning Permission has been or may be granted subject to a condition for a 
Programme of Archaeological Work (hereafter PoAW).  Trial trenching is required 
to determine the presence/absence, date, extent, state of preservation and 
significance of any archaeological layers or subsoil archaeological features.  This 
Evaluation may indicate a need for a further phase of Archaeological Excavation 
or an Archaeological Watching Brief during the development if features of 
importance are found and these cannot be preserved in situ. 
 
Archaeological Contractors are reminded that they should submit a copy of their 
Method Statement or Specification to Norfolk Landscape Archaeology (NLA)  for 
approval, before costs are prepared for commissioning clients, in line with the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists’ guidance.  
 
 

1. Policy Background. 
 
The relevant planning policies can be found in :- 
 
East of England Regional Assembly, East of England Plan: Revision to the 
Regional Spatial Strategy for the East of England (May 2008), Policy ENV5: The 
Historic Environment. 
 
The Borough of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk’s King's Lynn & West Norfolk 
Local Plan Adopted Version (November 1998), policies 4 / 9-11. 
 
and  
 
The Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance 16, Archaeology 
and Planning (November 1990). 
 
 

2. Archaeological Background. 
 
The proposed development site lies in an area of Iron Age and Roman 
settlement remains and field systems. The western development area (off 
Blackdyke Close) lies close to an area of known Roman settlement remains 
including a possible droveway and enclosures. Cropmarks of field systems and 
enclosures recorded further south on the airfield indicate that there is potential for 
archaeological remains of this period across the wider landscape, including 
within the eastern development area (off Cardington Road). The eastern area 
also includes an extant Second World War air raid shelter at the junction of 
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Brief for Archaeological Evaluation by Trial Trenching at RAF Feltwell, Feltwell 

Cardington Road and Lancaster Road. The application plans show that this is to 
be demolished as part of the development. 
 

3. Planning Background. 
 
Planning Permission has been or may be granted, subject to a condition for a 
PoAW.  This Brief provides an outline of the first phase of the PoAW, the results 
of which will be assessed by NLA to determine whether further investigations 
(excavation) are necessary should archaeological remains be found to exist on 
the site and these cannot be preserved in situ. 
 

4. Requirement for Work. 
 
Trial trenching is required to recover as much information as possible on the 
extent, date, phasing, character, function, status and significance of the site.  The 
states of preservation of archaeological features or deposits within the area 
indicated should be determined. A 5% sample of the development area is 
required. 
 
Contractors should note that no element of this brief should be treated as a 
contingency unless agreed in advance with NLA. 
 
Project Designs must confirm that relevant health and safety considerations have 
been built in.  The potential of the area being contaminated by toxins must have 
been adequately investigated or plans for a pre-project investigation of ground 
conditions outlined. Appropriate tools for the job must be utilised and 
consideration for this shown in the Project Design. 
 
The relevant experience of the project team must be articulated within the Project 
Design. In particular the person leading the project in the field must have 
significant experience of urban archaeological methods, theory and safe practice. 
 
The Archaeological Contractor will prepare a Method Statement or Specification 
for this phase of the PoAW and submit this to NLA for approval before costs are 
prepared for the commissioning client. The PoAW will include, as appropriate, 
background research, fieldwork, assessment, analysis, preparation of report, 
publication and deposition of the project archive.  
 
The Archaeological Contractor will contact the HER Officer of NLA in advance of 
work starting to obtain a HER number for the site or, if a number is already given 
on the Brief, to ensure that it is still applicable. 
 
The archaeological research aims and objectives of the project will be clearly 
stated, and the Method Statement or Specification will demonstrate how these 
will be met.  Appropriate reference will be made to the following documents:- 
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Glazebrook, J. (ed) 1997, Research and Archaeology: a Framework for the 
Eastern Counties, 1. Resource assessment (E. Anglian Archaeol. Occ. Pap. 
3). 
 
Brown, N. and Glazebrook, J. (eds), 2000, Research and Archaeology: a 
Framework for the Eastern Counties, 2. Research agenda and strategy (E. 
Anglian Archaeol. Occ. Pap. 8). 
 

At the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS online 
record    http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/   must be initiated and key fields 
completed on Details, Location and Creators forms. 
 
    When the project is completed, all parts of the OASIS online form must be 
completed for submission to the Norfolk Historic Environment Record. This will 
include an uploaded .pdf version of the entire report. 
     
    Hard copies of the report must also be provided, as specified below. 
 
 

5. Standards. 
 
Method Statements or Specifications prepared by Archaeological Consultants or 
Contractors should state that all works will be carried out in full accordance with 
the appropriate sections of Gurney, D., 2003, ‘Standards for Field Archaeology 
in the East of England’, as adopted by the Association of Local Government 
Archaeological Officers for the East of England Region and published as East 
Anglian Archaeology Occasional Paper 14.  This is available as a PDF file on the 
web at www.eaareports.org.uk 
 
Archaeological Contractors should note that the Standards document stipulates 
basic methodological standards.  It is considered axiomatic that all contractors 
will strive to achieve the highest possible qualitative standards, with the 
application of the most advanced and appropriate techniques possible within a 
context of continuous improvement aimed at maximising the recovery of 
archaeological data and contributing to the development of a greater 
understanding of Norfolk’s historic environment.  Monitoring officers will seek and 
expect clear evidence of commitment to the historic resource of Norfolk, with 
specifications being drawn up within a context of added value. 
 

6. Other matters 
 
Archaeological Contractors are reminded that they should submit a copy of their 
Method Statement or Specification to NLA for approval, before costs are 
prepared for commissioning clients, in line with the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists’ guidance.  
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Brief for Archaeological Evaluation by Trial Trenching at RAF Feltwell, Feltwell 

Any subsequent variation to a Detailed Project Specification or Method 
Statement must be agreed with NLA prior to its implementation. 
 
This brief is valid for a period of one year from the date of issue.  After that time, 
it may need to be revised to take account of new discoveries, changes in policy 
or the introduction of new working practices or techniques.   
 
Three hard copies and a PDF copy on CD of the Report should be supplied to 
NLA for the attention of the Head of Archaeological Planning within eight weeks 
of the completion of the fieldwork on the understanding that this will become a 
public document after an appropriate period of time (generally not exceeding six 
months).  Two hard copies and the PDF file will be deposited with the Norfolk 
Historic Environment Record, and the third hard copy will be forwarded to the 
Local Planning Authority. 
 
A fourth copy of the report should be sent directly to J. Heathcote, Regional 
Advisor for Archaeological Science,  English Heritage, Brooklands House, 24 
Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge CB2 2BU.  
 
 
 

7. Notes for Applicants/developers 
 

NLA is responsible for safeguarding the County's archaeological heritage.  NLA 
is consulted by Local Planning Authorities and provides specialist information 
and advice on the archaeological implications of development proposals.   
 
An Archaeological Project will usually consist of one or more of the following:- 
 
Desk-based assessment:  a report drawing together existing information about 
a site from a wide range of sources. 
Survey:  usually fieldwalking and metal-detecting, sometimes non-intrusive 
geophysical surveys (e.g. magnetometer survey)  
Evaluation:  survey and/or trial-trenching or test-pitting. 
Excavation:  larger-scale excavation 
Watching brief or monitoring:  the presence of an archaeologist during the 
development to record any features exposed 
Post-excavation:  analysis, and the preparation of a report and archive of 
records and finds at the end of any archaeological project 
 
A phased approach to fieldwork is frequently adopted, with one stage leading on 
to another (if necessary) after each phase is reported upon and reviewed. 
 
If an evaluation is required before an application is determined or if Planning 
Permission is granted subject to a condition for a programme of archaeological 
work, NLA will provide a Brief for the archaeological project.  This outline of the 
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Brief for Archaeological Evaluation by Trial Trenching at RAF Feltwell, Feltwell 

project is forwarded to you by NLA or the Planning Authority. 
 
You should then ask one or more Archaeological Contractors to prepare a 
Method Statement or Specification which will detail how the project is to be 
undertaken, and how the brief will be fulfilled.  This will be sent to NLA for 
approval on behalf of the Planning Authority, after which the Contractor will give 
you details of costs. 
 
Details of archaeological contractors based in Norfolk and beyond may be found 
in the Institute of Field Archaeologists Yearbook & Directory, available from the 
I.F.A., University of Reading, 2 Earley Gate, PO Box 239, Reading RG6 6AU.  
Tel: 0118 931 6446.  Fax: 0118 931 6448.  Email: admin@archaeologists.net.  
Website: www.archaeologists.net. 
 
NLA does not see Contractors' costings, nor do we give advice on the costs of 
archaeological projects.  This is between you and the archaeological 
contractor(s).  You may wish to obtain a number of quotations or to employ the 
services of an archaeological consultant. 
 
For further information or advice on any archaeological matters please contact 
the person issuing this report whose details are on Page1. 
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RAF Feltwell
Feltwell

Compiled by Ken Hamilton on 18 February 2009

Reproduced from an Ordnance Survey map with the permission of the Controller of HMSO © Crown Copyright.  Licence number 100019340 Template: R:\XGApps\Template\test.wor

Scale 1:5000
Norfolk Landscape Archaeology
Union House
Gressenhall
East Dereham
Norfolk
NR20 4DR

No active Legend.
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Norfolk Landscape Archaeology Monument Full Report

RAF Feltwell HER search

01/05/2009 Number of records: 15

4924 - MNF4924

Several undated human skeletons were found at Feltwell Aerodrome during World War One. Two skulls were measured and 
recorded. No finds were associated with the human remains.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

'SKELETONS UNEARTHED AT FELTWELL'
Some human skeletons have been discovered during excavation work at the new Feltwell Air Station (for hangers in plot 
684. R. R. Clarke (NCM)), at a depth of about 60cm (2 feet). Previously, two human skeletons where found in the same area 
(two skulls in Laing's office July 1936. R. R. Clarke (NCM)). During the war (World War One) while the old aerodrome
was being constructed, several skeletons were discovered (these perhaps on TL 78 NW. E. Rose (NAU)) buried on a hill 
between Hockwold and Feltwell.'
See (S1).

Difficult to state number of skulls, as those were considerably broken during excavation, but possibly half a dozen were
found. They were laid flat, head to foot, alternating in north to south direction. Ground is chalk under 30cm to 46cm (12 to 18 
inches) of soil with slight depressions filled with gravel and sand, five in a depression 60 to 90 cm (2 to 3 feet) below surface. 
No associated finds. Skulls measured by H. T. Green.
See (S2).

No.1 165mm long: 145mm wide - jaw 135mm from top of ramus - 125mm across bottom of ramus.
No.2 182.5 mm long: 132.5mm wide; jaw 117.5 mm across top of ramus; 100 mm across bottom of ramus; skull 5mm thick.
Much distorted by crushing.
R. R. Clarke (NCM).

Undated human skeletons

Site Name

Monument

Sources

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

TL 7106 9013  (point) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Ratings and Scorings

Description

Point

CEMETERY (Undated) 

Evidence DEMOLISHED BUILDING

INHUMATION (Undated) 

Evidence DEMOLISHED BUILDING

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW/7

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 4924

Secondary File: Secondary file. 

Bibliographic reference: June 18 1936. Eastern Daily Press. (S1)

Graphic material: Finds Illustration. (S2)

7Proportion Scheduled
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4924 - MNF4924HER Number Undated human skeletonsSite Name

Associated Finds

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records

Land Use 

Other Land Classes - None recorded

Related Monuments - None Recorded

HUMAN REMAINS BONEFNF12379

HNF50088 Military - Airfield - military (Type Code: MIL-ma)

Page 2zMonDataProtection Report generated by HBSMR from exeGesIS SDM Ltd
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4925 - MNF4925HER Number Medieval moated site and deserted settlementSite Name

4925 - MNF4925

A medieval moated site was excavated in 1964 and 1967. Medieval pottery and tile fragments and a medieval spindle whorl 
were found in the ditches of the moat. Observation of development work in the 1970s identified probable medieval flint and 
mortar wall footings alongside a hollow way, probably a continuation of the village street, to the south or east of the moated 
site.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Description and Sources

Moated site in village.

1963.  Excavation.
By [1] and [2].
1967.  Excavation.
By [3].
Green glazed sherds, oyster, mussel and whelk shells. Glazed tiles (about 1300). 13th and 14th century pottery and post 
medieval sherds and spindle whorl in ditch.
See (S1).
E. B. Green (NCM).

'Footpath' on Ordnance Survey was old road.
E. Rose (NAU).

Foundations found by [3], and coin of 1705 1.05m (3 1/2 feet) deep. Legend of treasure here. Now being shallowed as part 
of housing development. Outworks destroyed.
E. Rose (NAU).

July 1972. Observation and recording during development.
Probably medieval flint and mortar wall footings alongside a hollow way, probably a continuation of village street (see RAF 
1946 aerial photograph), to the south or east of moated site. 
See (S2) and (S3).
A. Rogerson (NLA), 9 May 2001.

1973.  
Anglo Gallic jetton.
From [1].

(S4) suggests that this is the site of Rising deserted village. The evidence seems dubious and more investigation is needed. 
(S5) stated at Gressenhall in April 1992 that the 'old map' mentioned in (S1) is in fact the diagrammatic map in (S5), which 
places a spot for Rising just west of Feltwell. This is the sole basis of (S4)'s location for the village.
E. Rose (NLA), 17 October 1991 and 29 April 1992

19 May 1992. Site visit. 
The north and east arms have totally gone, the south arm may survive but is laregely infilled and the west arm survives 
several metres wide.
See (S7) in file.
D. A. Gurney (NLA) 15 May 1992.

Situated in the middle of a modern housing estate. Measures approximately 30m square, west arm of ditch only survives as 
recognisable feature 2 to 3m wide, 2 to 2.5m deep. Full of old elder scrub and fallen wood. North arm 0.5m deep, poor 
definition. South arm almost filled, with firs planted along property boundary. East arm no longer visible. Possible entrance 
on northwest side. Whole site derelict with many pits dug into surface. Much garden and other waste noted. David Gurney 
(NLA) has been involved with this site and is hoping to involve Brecks Project.
H. Paterson (NLA) 12 April 1996.

Medieval moated site and deserted settlement

Site Name

Monument

Description

DESERTED SETTLEMENT (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) 

Evidence CONJECTURAL EVIDENCE

MOAT (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) 

Evidence EVIDENCE

MOAT (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) 

Evidence EARTHWORK
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4925 - MNF4925HER Number Medieval moated site and deserted settlementSite Name

Location

8 December 1997. Vist.
Only the west arm survives, and this is partially infilled at the north end to form a causeway. The island has been cleared of 
undergrowth and rubbish, leaving a few ivy clad tree stumps. Surface uneven and rutted, and not grassed. Two heaps of soil 
(awaiting spreading) to the southeast.
D. Gurney (NLA) 9 December 1997.

Sources

Associated Finds

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 7061 9053  (MBR: 58m by 48m) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings

Other Land Classes

Area

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW/37

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 4925

Secondary File: Secondary file. 

Bibliographic reference: Orange, A.J.. History of Feltwell. (S1)

Unpublished document: Wade, K.. Letters referring to Feltwell moated site. (S2)

Rolled Plan: Large Plan Exists. (S3)

Bibliographic reference: 1991. Lynn News. 15 October. (S4)

Verbal communication: Utting, J.. 1992. Feltwell Moated Site. April. (S5)

Bibliographic reference: Darby, H.C.. 1952. The Domesday Geography of Eastern England. (S6)

Unpublished document: Gurney, D.. 1992. Site Visit. Moated site at 'Moatside', Feltwell.. 19 May. (S7)

POT (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) POTTERYFNF12380

TOKEN (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) METALFNF12381

COIN (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD) SILVERFNF12382

SPINDLE WHORL (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD) FNF12383

POT (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD) POTTERYFNF12384

TILE (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) CLAYFNF12385

DCondition

7Proportion Scheduled

6AM107 Survival

Landuse Waste ground
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4925 - MNF4925HER Number Medieval moated site and deserted settlementSite Name

Curtis, F. and Helau, T. (Event - Intervention)ENF3609

Orange, A. J. (Event - Intervention)ENF4058

Wade, K. (Event - Survey)ENF92160

Edwards, D. (NLA) (Event - Survey)ENF92161

Unknown (Event - Survey)ENF10434
4

Gurney, D. (NLA) (Event - Survey)ENF10434
5

Paterson, H. (A&E) (Event - Survey)ENF10434
6

Gurney, D. (NLA) (Event - Survey)ENF10434
7
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4942 - MNF4942HER Number RAF Feltwell AirfieldSite Name

4942 - MNF4942

This RAF airfield was used in World War One and World War Two. It was a training depot in 1918 and was later rebuilt and 
extended northwards. It continued in use until the 1960s. Cropmarks and earthworks of anti glider trenches and building can 
be seen on aerial photographs of this area. Local stories suggest a German bomber landed here one night and didn't realise 
the mistake until morning when it took off again and returned home. The area is now a golf course. Metal detecting here has 
recovered seven Roman coins.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Description and Sources

February 1981. Visit. Airfield.
Used in World War One. Training depot in 1918. Rebuilt and extended northwards. In use until 1960s. During original 
construction a tramway was laid from Lakenheath station, and was afterwards sent to Australia. According to informant 
buildings of a World War One base hospital remain at southeast corner where a number of old brick sheds remain. Large 
hangars on north perimeter, several buildings and brick shelters to east.
See (S1) for the hospital.
Part now an RAF housing estate, much returned to agriculture.
E. Rose (NAU), 26 February 1981.

1992.
Detail of an airfield building revealed as cropmark. 
E. Rose (NLA).

May 1994. At TL 7099 9025.
Found during construction of school building, east of building 38. Backfilled trench or ?access ramp leading to 'tunnel' and at 
least one 'chamber' cut into the natural chalk. 1946 aerial photographs show an angled feature at this location, and others 
elsewhere on the base, suggesting shelters or stores, of World War Two date?
D. Gurney (NLA) 9 May 1994.

Compare underground radar station at Corton, Suffolk (called 'Hopton').
E. Rose (NLA) 2 June 1994.

Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum repeat a story that a German aircraft landed on the airfield one night, not realising its 
mistake until next morning when it took off before anyone noticed. As a result dummy Wellingtons were sited east of the 
field, and were bombed the next night. They connect this with rows of mounds seen on 1946 air photographs as crossing 
nearby fields, which K.Sussams (SAU) suggests as anti glider defence; but such mounds appear on several fields in this 
area nowhere near airfields.
E. Rose (NLA), 11 February 1997.

RAF Feltwell Airfield

Site Name

Monument

Description

HOSPITAL (World War One - 1914 AD to 1918 AD) 

Evidence EXTANT BUILDING

MILITARY AIRFIELD (World War One - 1914 AD to 1918 AD) 

Evidence EXTANT BUILDING

TRAMWAY (World War One - 1914 AD to 1918 AD) 

Evidence DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

AIR RAID SHELTER (World War Two - 1939 AD to 1945 AD) 

Monument Type STRUCTURE

AIRCRAFT HANGAR (World War Two - 1939 AD to 1945 AD) 

Evidence EXTANT BUILDING

ANTI AIRCRAFT BATTERY (World War Two - 1939 AD to 1945 AD) 

Evidence DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

BUILDING (World War Two - 1939 AD to 1945 AD) 

Evidence EXTANT BUILDING

TUNNEL (World War Two - 1939 AD to 1945 AD) 

Monument Type STRUCTURE

UNDERGROUND MILITARY HEADQUARTERS (World War Two - 1939 AD to 1945 AD) 

Monument Type STRUCTURE
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4942 - MNF4942HER Number RAF Feltwell AirfieldSite Name

Location

These mounds accompanied by broken ditches divide the fields into grids. K.Sussams (SAU) quotes an RCHME survey of 
Nonsuch Park, Surrey. But the latter shows ditches radiating from a central point, and persons spoken to by D. Edwards and 
E. Rose (NLA) who can remember World War Two confirm that anti gilder ditches normally followed a zigzag pattern. 
Defence of Britain Project have no information on grid pattern ditches. but say that there were also types of ditches to 
prevent powered aircraft from taking off again having unloaded troops. One cannot imagine anyone even trying to land 
troops on a field like this.
E. Rose (NLA), 25 July 1997.

However the identification is correct, see (S2).
E. Rose (NLA), 29 January 1998.

World War Two anti aircraft artillery.
See file.
D. Gurney (NLA) 28 January 1997.

22 July 1993. NLA air photography.
Images show golf course on site of former airfield.
M. Brennand  (NLA), 12 February 2001.

1998. Metal detecting. Grid reference supplied by finder, adjacent to Grange Farm.
Seven Roman coins.
See list in file.
K. Hinds, 22 February 2000.

For Cold War missile site, see NHER 41288.
D. Gurney (NLA), 6 April 2005.

Sources

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 712 893  (MBR: 2658m by 2124m) TL78NW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Ratings and Scorings

Area

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

Civil Parish HOCKWOLD CUM WILTON, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 78 NW/-

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 4942

ActiveEnvironmentally Sensitive Area

Graphic material: Sketch plan. 

Aerial Photograph: Edwards, D.A. (NLA). 1996. TF 7089B - D. 

Aerial Photograph: Edwards, D.A. (NLA). 1996. TF 7089B - D. 

Aerial Photograph: Edwards, D.A. (NLA). 1993. TL 7189N, P, Q. 

Aerial Photograph: TL7090J, K, TL7189A, TL7089A, TL 7189B,E. 

Photograph: GYW. 

Secondary File: Secondary file. 

Bibliographic reference: Dobinson, C.S.. 1996. Twentieth Century Fortifications in England. 

Bibliographic reference: 1973. Airfields of Norfolk and Suffolk IN Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum. 
Part 3, pp 12-15

Bibliographic reference: 1997. 20th century fortifications of England IN Council for British Archaeology. (S2)
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4942 - MNF4942HER Number RAF Feltwell AirfieldSite Name

Associated Finds

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records

Land Use 

Other Land Classes

Related Monuments - None Recorded

COIN (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) SILVERFNF95005

COIN (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) COPPER ALLOYFNF95006

Rose, E. (NAU) (Event - Survey)ENF10437
1

Edwards, D. (NAU) (Event - Survey)ENF8830

Edwards, D. (NLA) (Event - Survey)ENF91865

Gurney, D. (NLA) (Event - Survey)ENF10437
3

Edwards, D.A. (NLA) (Event - Survey)ENF92717

Deacon, J. (Event - Intervention)ENF89191

Brennand, M. (NLA) (Event - Interpretation)ENF92025

Brennand, M. (NLA) (Event - Interpretation)ENF92718

Evaluation by Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service at RAF Feltwell, 2009. (Event - 
Intervention)

ENF12274
8

7Proportion Scheduled

HNF49824 20th century agriculture - 20th century enclosure (Type Code: TEF-te)

HNF50063 20th century agriculture - 20th century enclosure (Type Code: TEF-te)

HNF50088 Military - Airfield - military (Type Code: MIL-ma)

HNF50089 20th century agriculture - 20th century enclosure (Type Code: TEF-te)

HNF50093 20th century agriculture - 20th century enclosure (Type Code: TEF-te)

HNF50096 20th century agriculture - 20th century enclosure (Type Code: TEF-te)

HNF50186 20th century agriculture - 20th century enclosure (Type Code: TEF-te)

Landuse In use as building
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5212 - MNF5212HER Number Roman rubbish pitsSite Name

5212 - MNF5212

An area of banks and ditches was investigated and a series of Roman rubbish pits recorded. A Roman chalk floor was also 
excavated. Fragments of Roman and medieval pottery and a Roman coin were found.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

1962. Near Leonards Lane.  
Area of banks and ditches in roughly rectangular layout, rubbish pits. Chalk floor found in one place. One rubbish pit 1.83m 
(6 feet) deep yielded Roman sherds and more from just below surface. Finds included Samian ware, grey ware, some 
medieval sherds, three coins - 1 AE Antonius Pius(?).
E. B. Green (NCM).

Roman rubbish pits

Site Name

Monument

Sources - None recorded

Associated Finds

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

TL 7016 9047  (point) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings

Other Land Classes - None recorded

Description

Point

Related Monuments - None Recorded

BANK (EARTHWORK) (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) 

Evidence EARTHWORK

DITCH (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) 

Evidence EARTHWORK

FLOOR (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) 

Evidence EVIDENCE

PIT (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) 

Evidence EVIDENCE

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW/6

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 5212

POT (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) POTTERYFNF13187

POT (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) POTTERYFNF13188

COIN (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) COPPER ALLOYFNF13189

7Proportion Scheduled
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5212 - MNF5212HER Number Roman rubbish pitsSite Name

Curtis, F. (Event - Intervention)ENF3471
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5213 - MNF5213HER Number Iron Age site and Roman buildingsSite Name

5213 - MNF5213

Roman buildings were excavated here in 1964. Fieldwalking for the Fenland Survey recorded an Iron Age site where a 
discrete cluster of Iron Age pottery fragments, bones and burnt flints were recovered. Cropmarks of rectangular enclosures, 
probably relating to later activity, can be seen on aerial photographs.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Description and Sources

1964. Excavation.
Soil marks of huts noted. Excavation of Roman building - sherds found.

1974. Aerial photograph.
Record of possible field system.

22 June 1975. Ordnance Survey air photography.
Positive cropmarks. Field system.
D. Voisey (NLA), 14 March 1995.

1988. Fenland fieldwork.  
Pot boilers, Iron Age and Roman sherds, flint.

1989 to 1990 Fenland Evaluation.
Iron Age sherds.

See full list and copies of excavators notes in file.
E. Rose (NLA), 20 September 1993

For full details of wares, flint types etc see (S2).

Iron Age site and Roman buildings

Site Name

Monument

Sources

Description

RECTILINEAR ENCLOSURE (Unknown date) 

Evidence CROPMARK

TRACKWAY (Unknown date) 

Evidence CROPMARK

BURNT MOUND (Prehistoric - 500000 BC to 42 AD) 

Monument Type STRUCTURE

SITE (Iron Age - 800 BC to 42 AD) 

Evidence CROPMARK

BUILDING (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) 

Evidence EVIDENCE

FIELD SYSTEM (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) 

Evidence CROPMARK

Aerial Photograph: OS 75-270-081. 

Fieldwork: Fenland Survey. FWL 182. 

Fieldwork: Fenland Survey. FWL EY. 

Fieldwork: Fenland Survey. FWL 181. 

Fieldwork: Fenland Survey. FWL 185. 

Fieldwork: Fenland Survey. FWL 184. 

Fieldwork: Fenland Survey. FWL 183. 

Fieldwork: Fenland Survey. FWL EX. 

Aerial Photograph: TL7090A, B, D, E; OS 432.76.127. 

Secondary File: Secondary file. 

: Curtis, F.. 30 April 196. 
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5213 - MNF5213HER Number Iron Age site and Roman buildingsSite Name

Location

Associated Finds

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 6998 9027  (MBR: 371m by 369m) TL69SE

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings

Other Land Classes

Area

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 69 SE/-

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 5213

Archive: Fenland Folders. (S2)

POT (Iron Age - 800 BC to 42 AD) POTTERYFNF13190

ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENT (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) FNF13191

POT (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) POTTERYFNF13192

TILE (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) CLAYFNF13193

SPINDLE WHORL (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) STONEFNF13194

POT (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) POTTERYFNF13195

POLISHER (Prehistoric - 500000 BC to 42 AD) STONEFNF13196

LITHIC IMPLEMENT (Neolithic - 4000 BC to 2351 BC) FLINTFNF13197

FLAKED AXEHEAD (Neolithic - 4000 BC to 2351 BC) FLINTFNF13198

POT BOILER (Prehistoric - 500000 BC to 42 AD) FLINTFNF13199

LITHIC IMPLEMENT (Prehistoric - 500000 BC to 42 AD) FLINTFNF13200

Curtis, W.F. (Event - Intervention)ENF3736

Edwards, D.A. (NAU) (Event - Survey)ENF4945

Ordnance Survey (Event - Survey)ENF90010

Edwards, D.A. (NAU) (Event - Survey)ENF5377

Ordnance Survey (Event - Survey)ENF13710

Silvester, R. (NAU) (Event - Survey)ENF9890

Augur survey by the Fenland Survey, 1989 to 1990. (Event - Intervention)ENF10435

7Proportion Scheduled

HNF50094 20th century agriculture - 20th century enclosure (Type Code: TEF-te)

Landuse Cultivation to a depth >0.25m

Landuse 22/06/1975Cultivated land, undetermined
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5225 - MNF5225HER Number Circular cropmarkSite Name

5225 - MNF5225

A circular cropmark could be seen in the corner of the field between 1938 and 1945.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

1938 to 1945.  
Circular cropmark seen in corner of field.

Possibly a very slight mound, but so low as to make size unmeasurable. Does not show as soilmark in freshly harrowed field.
A. J. Lawson (NAU), 5 March 1976.

Circular cropmark

Site Name

Monument

Sources - None recorded

Finds -  None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 703 904  (MBR: 47m by 53m) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings

Other Land Classes - None recorded

Description

Area

Related Monuments - None Recorded

MOUND (Undated) 

Evidence EARTHWORK

RING DITCH (Undated) 

Evidence CROPMARK

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW/6

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 5225

7Proportion Scheduled
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14229 - MNF14229HER Number Possible Roman buildingSite Name

14229 - MNF14229

A possible Roman building is recorded in the northeast corner of the field.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

1973 to 1976.
Note left by C. J. S. Green (NAU) records remains of Roman? building in northeast corner of field: no other details.
See note and (S1) in file.
A. Gregory (NAU).

Possible Roman building

Site Name

Monument

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 7030 9053  (MBR: 76m by 39m) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings

Other Land Classes

Description

Area

Related Monuments - None Recorded

BUILDING (Roman - 43 AD to 409 AD) 

Evidence DEMOLISHED BUILDING

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW/-

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 14229

Secondary File: Secondary file. 

Graphic material: Sketch plan. (S1)

Green, C. J. S. (NAU) (Event - Survey)ENF4927

7Proportion Scheduled

Landuse Cultivated land, undetermined
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16208 - MNF16208HER Number Site of post medieval windmillSite Name

16208 - MNF16208

A windmill was located here as early as 1729. It is marked on the tithe map as a smock mill, and also appears on the 1st 
edition Ordnance Survey map of 1836. It was disused in 1880 and isn't shown on a Ordnance Survey map of 1883, 
suggesting it may have been demolished by this date.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Site of wind mill.
Marked on (S1).
E. Rose (NAU), 3 June 1980.

There as early as 1729. Drawn on (S2) as a smock mill. Disused around 1880 and not on (S3).
See (S4).

Site of post medieval windmill

Site Name

Monument

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

TL 7130 9024  (point) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings

Other Land Classes

Description

Point

Related Monuments - None Recorded

SMOCK MILL (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD) 

Evidence DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW/-

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 16208

Map: Ordnance Survey. 1824-1836. Ordnance Survey First Edition 1 inch. (S1)

Map: Feltwell Tithe Map. (S2)

Map: Ordnance Survey. 1883. 25 inch 1st edition. OS. (S3)

Bibliographic reference: Orange. History of Feltwell. (S4)

7Proportion Scheduled

HNF50088 Military - Airfield - military (Type Code: MIL-ma)

Landuse Built over
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16868 - MNF16868HER Number World War Two gun emplacement and pillboxSite Name

16868 - MNF16868

This World War Two type 26 pillbox and machine gun emplacement is quite rare. The loopholes have been filled for Turnball 
mounts. The pillbox guarded approaches to RAF Feltwell airfield (NHER 4942).

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

1964. South of road, in gardens of RAF married quarters.
Concrete machine gun post. Presumably 1939 to 1945, guarding airfield approaches.
E. Rose (NAU), 9 December 1980.

Quite rare, type 26 pillbox in good condition. Loopholes filled for Turnball mounts.
See (S1).
D. Walker (NLA) July 1996.

World War Two gun emplacement and pillbox

Site Name

Monument

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

TL 7017 9045  (point) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings

Other Land Classes

Description

Point

Related Monuments - None Recorded

GUN EMPLACEMENT (World War Two - 1939 AD to 1945 AD) 

Monument Type STRUCTURE

PILLBOX (World War Two - 1939 AD to 1945 AD) 

Evidence EXTANT BUILDING

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW/-

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 16868

Photograph: Kent, P.. 1995. KHJ 36. 

Secondary File: Secondary file. 

Unpublished document: Norfolk Defensive Structures Survey record form. (S1)

BCondition

7Proportion Scheduled

3AM107 Survival

Landuse Garden
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16868 - MNF16868HER Number World War Two gun emplacement and pillboxSite Name

Associated Events/Activities

Kent, P. (Event - Survey)ENF10475
6

Page 17zMonDataProtection Report generated by HBSMR from exeGesIS SDM Ltd

Appendix 2.  NHER search results



21183 - MNF21183HER Number Undated field systemSite Name

21183 - MNF21183

Positive cropmarks of linear ditches and rectangular enclosures making up an undated field system can be seen on aerial 
photographs.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

22 June 1975.  Ordnance Survey air photography.
Positive cropmarks. Field system.
D. Voisey (NLA), 14 March 1995.

15 July 1983.  NAU aerial photographs.
Cropmarks, linear ditches and enclosures.
D. A. Edwards (NAU), 22 February 1985.

Undated field system

Site Name

Monument

Sources

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 701 905  (MBR: 320m by 245m) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings

Other Land Classes

Description

Area

DITCH (Undated) 

Evidence CROPMARK

ENCLOSURE (Undated) 

Evidence CROPMARK

FIELD SYSTEM (Undated) 

Evidence CROPMARK

LINEAR FEATURE (Undated) 

Evidence CROPMARK

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW/-

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 69 SE

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 21183

Secondary File: Secondary file. 

Aerial Photograph: OS 75-270-081. 

Aerial Photograph: TL7090G,H. 

7Proportion Scheduled

Landuse Cultivation to a depth <0.25m

Landuse 22/06/1975Cultivated land, undetermined
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21183 - MNF21183HER Number Undated field systemSite Name

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Ordnance Survey (Event - Survey)ENF90010

Edwards, D.A. (NAU) (Event - Survey)ENF7702
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24981 - MNF24981HER Number Undated rectangular enclosureSite Name

24981 - MNF24981

Earthworks of an undated rectangular enclosure crossed by three banks can be seen on an aerial photograph. It may be a 
small medieval moat or the remains of medieval fishponds.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

5 January 1979. Cambridge University Committee for Aerial Photogrpahy aerial photography.
Earthworks, to east of recorded moated site NHER 4925. Pond shown on (S1) marks north side of rectangular compartment 
crossed by three banks. Suggested by D. Edwards (NAU) as moat but very small compartments.  R. Silvester (NAU) says 
similar to fish ponds noted at Wormegay.  
E. Rose (NAU) 14 December 1988.

Undated rectangular enclosure

Site Name

Monument

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 709 906  (MBR: 104m by 81m) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings

Other Land Classes - None recorded

Description

Area

Related Monuments - None Recorded

RECTANGULAR ENCLOSURE (Undated) 

Evidence EARTHWORK

FISHPOND (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) 

Evidence EARTHWORK

MOAT (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) 

Evidence EARTHWORK

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveNCM Site No - TL 79 SW/142

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 24981

Aerial Photograph: CUCAP CIA 15-17 (TL7090 L-N). 

Map: Ordnance Survey. Ordnance Survey 6 inch. (S1)

ACondition

7Proportion Scheduled

5AM107 Survival

HNF50069 18th-19th century enclosure - Piecemeal enclosure by agreement (Type Code: LEF-le)
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24981 - MNF24981HER Number Undated rectangular enclosureSite Name

Associated Events/Activities

CUCAP (Event - Survey)ENF6274
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43970 - MNF49374HER Number 14 Long LaneSite Name

43970 - MNF49374

A 19th century brick and clunch blacksmith's workshop, now converted into a house.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Former blacksmith’s shop now house. Two cell two storeys, west gable stack. Ground floor of clunch with brick quoins; upper 
floor of brick, probably 19th century but rendered over. Formerly with central door to street. Rear outbuildings of clunch and 
brick, 19th century. 
Well in rear yard on (S1).
E. Rose (NLA), 7 March 2006.

14 Long Lane

Site Name

Building

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 71148 90620  (MBR: 8m by 8m) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Other Land Classes

Description

Area

Related Monuments - None Recorded

HOUSE (Post Medieval to Modern - 1540 AD to 2050 AD) 

Evidence EXTANT BUILDING

BLACKSMITHS WORKSHOP (Post Medieval to Unknown - 1800 AD) 

Evidence EXTANT BUILDING

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 43970

Map: Ordnance Survey. 1906. Second edition 25". (S1)

Photograph: Rose, E.. 2001. JXP. 18-19(S2)

Landuse In use as building
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47116 - MNF52152HER Number White House Farm, No 44 LongacreSite Name

47116 - MNF52152

The east wing of the farmhouse dates to the 17th century and is timber framed and rendered. The rest of the house dates to 
the 19th century and is built out of whitewashed clunch and brick.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

Farmhouse. 17th century timber framed and rendered east wing, remainder whitewashed clunch and brick of early 19th 
century. Pantile roofs. L plan. East wing on brick plinth. 2 storeys. Large corner studs visible to north gable wall. Set-off at 
first floor. 2 20th century casements in gable below weatherboarded head. Gabled roof. South gable of brick with parapet 
and tumbling. West wing added early 19th century. Rear of coursed clunch with one 20th century casement in segmental 
opening. One further first floor casement. Bell-based gabled roof with ridge stack left of centre and at west gable. Façade 
retains 3 early 19th century casements with glazing bars. 20th century door off-set to left.
M. Dennis (NLA), 20 September 2006.

White House Farm, No 44 Longacre

Site Name

Listed Building

Sources

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

TL 70982 90624  (point) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Description

FARMHOUSE (Post Medieval to Modern - 1600 AD to 2050 AD) 

Covering Building 
Material

PANTILE

Evidence EXTANT BUILDING

Main Building 
Material

BRICK

Main Building 
Material

CLUNCH

Main Building 
Material

RENDER

Main Building 
Material

TIMBER

TIMBER FRAMED HOUSE (Post Medieval to Modern - 1600 AD to 2050 AD) 

Covering Building 
Material

PANTILE

Evidence EXTANT BUILDING

Main Building 
Material

BRICK

Main Building 
Material

CLUNCH

Main Building 
Material

RENDER

Main Building 
Material

TIMBER

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

Bibliographic reference: English Heritage. List of Buildings of Historical and Architectural Interest. 

Listed Building (II) - 221747 WHITE HOUSE FARM DNF4884Active
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47116 - MNF52152HER Number White House Farm, No 44 LongacreSite Name

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Other Land Classes - None recorded

Related Monuments - None Recorded

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 47116
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52795 - MNF57890HER Number Site Name

52795 - MNF57890

Details of an evaluation carried out by Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service at RAF Feltwell are awaited.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

May 2009. Evaluation.
Details to come.
A. Cattermole (NLA), 30 April 2009.

Site Name

Find Spot

Sources - None recorded

Finds -  None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 7037 9025  (MBR: 167m by 216m) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Other Land Classes - None recorded

Description

Area

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 52795

Evaluation by Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service at RAF Feltwell, 2009. (Event - 
Intervention)

ENF12274
8
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52796 - MNF57891HER Number Site Name

52796 - MNF57891

Details of an evaluation carried out by Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service at RAF Feltwell are awaited.

HER Number Record Type

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description and Sources

May 2009. Evaluation.
Details to come.
A. Cattermole (NLA), 30 April 2009.

Site Name

Find Spot

Sources - None recorded

Finds -  None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrative Areas

National Grid Reference

Centroid TL 7099 9035  (MBR: 283m by 165m) TL79SW

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

Associated Historic Landscape Character Records - None recorded

Designations, Statuses and Scorings

Land Use 

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Other Land Classes - None recorded

Description

Area

Related Monuments - None Recorded

Civil Parish FELTWELL, WEST NORFOLK, NORFOLK

ActiveHistoric Environment Record - 52796

Evaluation by Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service at RAF Feltwell, 2009. (Event - 
Intervention)

ENF12274
8
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Appendix 3. Trench list 

Trench
 No

Site 
code

Length Orientation Geology Associated 
context nos.

General descriptionDepth to 
chalk

OD 
level 

01 52796 5.2m N-S Not seen None. Natural subsoil not seen, trench abandoned due to presence 
of electric cables.

02 52796 29m E-W Chalk 0002-0007 layers. Several areas disturbed by services. Chalk subsoil 0.6m 
deep at western end.Topsoil over brown silt.

0.6m W W end 7.

03 52796 18m N-S Chalk 0006 layer. Trench position moved due to BT box. Heavy modern 
disturbance from services. Subsoil at 1.3m depth.Topsoil 
over brown silt.

1.3m 7.04m N 

04 52796 25m E-W Patchy 
chalk

0002, 0006, 0008-
0011 layers.

Subsoil at 1.4m depth.Topsoil over brown silt. Three 
soakaways within this trench.

1.4m W end 6.

05 52796 25.2m E-W Chalk 0002, 0012 layers. Subsoil at 0.8m depth. Topsoil over brown silt. Ploughlines 
visible, aligned east-west cutting upper half of 0012 layer.  
Water meter disturbance for 2m

0.8m W end 7.

06 52796 15.5m N-S Chalk 0002, 0006 layers. Subsoil at 1m depth.Topsoil over brown silt.1m 7.5m

07 52796 34.4m E-W Chalk 0002, 0006 layers. 
0026-0027 feature. 
0033 layer. SF 
1002.

Orientation of trench altered due to services. Small find 1002 
recovered from trench

1.2m w W end 7.

08 52796 32.5m E-W Chalk, 
sandy 
patches

0002-0004, 0006 
layers. 0014-0015 
gully. SF 1001.

Trench position changed due to services.Chalk subsoil at 
depth of c.1m. Topsoil over brown silt. Small find 
1001recovered from spoilheap. Services disturbance towards 
east end.

1m W end 7.

08a 52796 5.7m N-S Chalk 0002-0004, 0006 
layers. 0013 pottery.

Short extension at western end of Trench 08.1m

09a 52796 16m N-S Chalk 0020-0021 pit, 
0024-0025 pit. 
Layers 0006, 0031, 
0032, 0037.

Chalk subsoil at 0.9m depth.  Services at south end.  Trench 
9 interrupted to avoid electric services

0.9m 8.67m
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Trench
 No

Site 
code

Length Orientation Geology Associated 
context nos.

General descriptionDepth to 
chalk

OD 
level 

09b 52796 8.9m N-S Chalk 0018-0019. Chalk subsoil at 0.9m depth. Trench 9 interrupted to avoid 
electric services

0.9m 8.34m

10 52796 23.5m E-W Chalk 0002, 0016. Modern brick etc throughout topsoil. Chalk subsoil at 0.45m 
depth.   Modern brick disturbance and inclusions throughout 
topsoil

0.46m W end 9.

11 52796 21.4m E-W Chalk 0002. Orientation of trench altered due to services. Chalk subsoil at 
0.5m-0.6m. Modern brick etc throughout topsoil. 5 concrete 
footings at base of trench

0.62 at W end 8.

12 52796 18m E-W Not seen. None. Numerous services and reinforced concrete. Natural subsoil 
not seen.

13 52796 7m E-W Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 1.15m depth. Topsoil over 0.4m building 
rubble, over 0.45m brown silt.

1.15m 8.81m

14 52796 8.7m N-S Not seen. None. Reinforced concrete throughout at depth of 0.28m.

15 52796 22m N-S Chalk 0028-0029 feature. 
Layers 0022, 0023, 
0030, 0067.

Chalk subsoil at 0.9m-1m depth. Topsoil over 0.27m building 
debris, over brown silt.

0.9m N end 9.

16 52796 5.3m E-W Chalk None. Heavy modern disturbance to majority of trench.Chalk subsoil 
at 0.9m depth.Topsoil over brown silt with chalk flecks.

0.75m- 9.71m

17 52796 16.2m SE-NW Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.6m-8m depth. Topsoil over modern 
material. Modern disturbance at south-east end.

0.56-0. W end 9.

18 52796 12.3m N-S Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.5m-6m depth.Topsoil over brown silt.0.5m 9.97m

19 52796 31.25m N-S Chalk Ditch 0038-0041, 
Ditch 0045-0046.

Chalk subsoil at 0.5m depth.Topsoil over brown silt.0.5m N end 10

20 52796 27.9m E-W Chalk SF 1003. Chalk subsoil at 0.8m depth. Topsoil over orange/brown 
sand/silt. Small find 1003 recovered from spoilheap.

0.8-0.9 W end 1

21 52796 24.5m N-S Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.75m depth. Topsoil over brown silt.  20th C 
building debris cutting through soil layers and into chalk 
between 9.2m and 16.8m.

0.75m N end 10
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Trench
 No

Site 
code

Length Orientation Geology Associated 
context nos.

General descriptionDepth to 
chalk

OD 
level 

22 52796 21m N-S Chalk Layers 0043-0044. Chalk subsoil at 1m depth. C.50% of trench affected by 
modern disturbance.

1m 9.95m

23 52796 7.6m E-W Chalk 0006 layer. Pottery 
0048 recovered 
from upcast soil.

Chalk subsoil at 0.5m depth. Topsoil over brown silt.0.5m 10.3m

24 52796 9.3m N-S Chalk 0006 layer. Chalk subsoil at 0.5m depth. Topsoil over brown silt.0.5m N end 10

25 52796 20.4m N-S Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.85m depth. Topsoil over brown silt, which 
had frequent chalk flecks towards the base.

0.85m N end 10

26 52796 5.7m E-W Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.7m depth. Topsoil over brown silt.  A 
footing was found 5.7m from the east, the trench was 
subsequently abandoned due to presence of asbestos.

0.7m W end, 1

27 52796 23m N-S Chalk Layer 0068 Chalk subsoil at 1.1m depth. Topsoil over 0.4m modern 
redeposits and 0.5m of mid and dark brown silts. The ground 
level was uneven with deep modern deposits dumped over 
the lower layers.

1m+ 9.99m

28 52796 22.4m N-S Chalk 0050-0059. Air-raid shelter occupying c.50% of trench. Chalk subsoil at 
0.7m depth.  Upcast chalk from excavation of shelter visible 
in the soil profile - see section.

0.7m 10.57m

29 52796 19.3m E-W Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.25m depth - truncated.0.25m E end 10

30 52796 8.4m N-S Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.6m depth. Topsoil over brown silt.  Moden 
deposits cutting natural at the east end.

0.6m 10.22m

31 52795 28.9m E-W Chalk Ditch 0072-0073. 
Layer 0074.

Chalk subsoil at 1.1m depth. Topsoil over 0.25m 
yellow/brown silt/sand and 0.55m of  grey silt/sand with iron 
panning.

32 52795 18.3m E-W Chalk, 
soft/water
logged.

Layer 0106;  SF 
1004 and 1005.

Slight natural hollow. Chalk subsoil at 0.7m-1m depth. 
Topsoil over grey silt, mid brown silt. Small finds 1004 and 
1005 recovered from trench and spoilheap respectively. 
Redeposited chalk immediately below topsoil
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Trench
 No

Site 
code

Length Orientation Geology Associated 
context nos.

General descriptionDepth to 
chalk

OD 
level 

33 52795 28.7m N-S Chalk Layers 0101-0105; 
SF 1006.

Depth of chalk subsoil varies greatly from 1.3m to 2.1m, 
evidence of natural hollows? Topsoil over layers of brown, 
chalky grey and orange silts.Small find 1006 recovered from 
spoilheap. Redeposited chalk immediately below topsoil.

34 52795 31.5m N-S Chalk Ditch 0077-0081.  
Layer 0123

Trench location affected by trees and services. 0.3m deep at 
south end, drops to 0.8m at north end. Topsoil over grey 
brown sandy silt.

35 52795 26.7m N-S Chalk None. Trench location affected by trees and services. Chalk subsoil 
at 0.3m depth. Topsoil over yellow/brown sandy silt and thin 
layer of broken chalk.

36 52795 52.6m E-W Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.3m-0.5m depth. Topsoil over broken chalk 
or yellow/brown silt.

37 52795 25.5m N-S Chalk Pit 0075-0076, pit 
0087-0088.

Chalk subsoil at 0.5m-0.6m depth. Topsoil over yellow/brown 
silt/sand and thin layer of broken chalk.

38 52795 23.8m N-S Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.35m depth. Topsoil over thin layer of 
broken chalk.

39 52795 48.2m E-W Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.4m depth. Topsoil over mid brown silt.   
Trench foreshortened due to trees and services.  Geological 
features along the western half  of this, ice wedges?

40 52795 15.8m N-S Chalk Layers 0108-0109 Chalk subsoil at 0.5m depth. Topsoil over mid/dark brown silt 
with chalk fragments.

41 52795 19.9m N-S Chalk Layers 0110-0111 Chalk subsoil at 0.4m-1m depth. Deeper to north.  Topsoil 
over mid brown silt, then darker grey/brown silt with chalk 
fragments.  Clear edge of hollow visible in natural profile.

42 52795 21m E-W Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 1.1m depth, within hollow identified in T41. 
Topsoil over mid brown silt, which is removed in eastern half 
by deep modern deposits. These don't seem to cut the hollow 
fill, but overlay them.  Modern deposits include chalk, dense 
grey clay, buidling debris and rubbish.

Page 4 of 6



Trench
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OD 
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43 52795 15.8m N-S Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 1m-1.5m depth. Topsoil over same modern 
deposits as seen in trench 42, does not appear to have 
truncated subsoil to any extent, but no buried soil present.

44 52795 24.3m NE-SW Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at up to  2.1m depth. Topsoil over 1.15m 
modern deposits then 0.45m buried soil.  Huge soakaway at 
the west end filled with plastic crates.  Natural truncated at 
this end, but buried soil surviving under modern deposits at 
the east end

45a 52795 9.9m N-S Chalk Layers 0111-0115 Completely damaged by modern disturbance to depth of 
1.2m+. Trench abandoned.

45b 52795 53.7m N-S Chalk 
and 
orange/br
own silt

0082 layer. Ditch 
0083-0084.

Chalk subsoil at 0.8m-1m depth. Topsoil over redeposited 
chalk over silt. Modern deposits at the south end.

46 52795 39.2m N-S Chalk 
and 
silt/sand

Ditch 0085-0086.  
Layers 0116-0118

Chalk subsoil at 0.65m-0.8m depth, rising to north. Topsoil 
over 0.4m redeposited material, then mid yellow/brown silt. 
and modern deposits, including dense grey clay with 
bockboard within it.

47 52795 60.5m E-W Chalk Pit 0089-90, 0096-
0098. Ditch 0091-
0092. Layers 0093-
0095. SF 1007.

Chalk subsoil at 0.75m-1.2m depth, rising to west. Topsoil 
and modern deposits overlying buried topsoil at 0.4m-0.5m 
deep. In turn over layers of orange, grey or yellow silts. Small 
find 1007 recovered from spoilheap. Evidence of severe 
compaction of buried topsoil and modern includions pressed 
into it.

48 52795 15.2m N-S Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 1.3m-1.4m depth. Topsoil over c.0.6m 
modern deposits, as in other trenches, with buried mid brown 
silt at the base of the profile.

49 52795 35m N-S Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.7m depth. Topsoil over mid brown sand.  
No modern deposits, buried soil surviving.

50 52795 18.3m N-S Chalk 
and silt

Layers 0124-0125 Chalk subsoil at 0.45m-0.9m depth, rising from southern end. 
Topsoil over mid grey/brown silt.

Page 5 of 6



Trench
 No

Site 
code

Length Orientation Geology Associated 
context nos.

General descriptionDepth to 
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51 52795 15.4m N-S Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.7m-0.8m depth, rising slightly from 
southern end. Topsoil over mid brown silt with chalk flecks.

52 52795 28.1m E-W Chalk Layers 0119-0121 Chalk subsoil at 1m at west end, 1.53m in centre and 1.34m 
at east end. Topsoil over mid brown silt, over pale grey/brown 
waterlain silts.

53 52795 24m E-W Chalk SF 1008. Chalk subsoil at 0.6m depth. Topsoil over mid brown sand. 
Small find 1008 recovered from spoilheap.

54 52796 7m E-W Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.4m depth. Topsoil over mid brown sand. 
Geological feature investigated and discounted.

0.4m 10.14m

55 52796 8.5m E-W Chalk None. Chalk subsoil at 0.4m depth. Topsoil over mid brown sand.0.4m NA

56 52796 9.4m NE-SW Chalk 0006 layer. Chalk subsoil at 0.6m-0.7m depth. Topsoil over brown silt.0.6m 10.2m

57 52796 9.2m NE-SW Chalk 
with 
sand 
patches

Ditch 0034-0036. Chalk subsoil at 0.6m-0.7m depth. Topsoil and 0.3m modern 
deposits over 0.3m buried topsoil and 0.2m of brown silt with 
chalk flecks.

1.1m S end, 9.

58 - - - - - Not Used.

59 - - - - - Not Used.

60 52796 19.8m E-W Chalk/sa
nd

Pit 0060-0061. Chalk subsoil at 0.6m-0.7m depth. Topsoil over brown silt.

61 52796 9m E-W Chalk 
and yello 
sands

Layers 0063, 0069, 
0070, 0071

Chalk subsoil at 1.1m depth. Topsoil over modern layers then 
buried soil layer from 0.6m and mid orange/brown sandy silt 
at 0.8m. Disturbance from two concrete footings.

62 52796 8.9m NE-SW Chalk 
and yello 
sands

None. Chalk subsoil at 1m-1.2m depth. Topsoil over modern layers 
then light/mid brown silts. Disturbance from concrete footing.
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RAF Feltwell 52796/52795 evaluation context list
Appendix 4

site 
code

context feature group trench
 no

identifier type description width in m length in 
m

depth in m cuts cutby over under

52796 0001 61 U/S find Unstratified finds in Trench 61 - modern brick 
white-firing local-Burwell

52796 0002 0002 02 etc layer deposit Topsoil.  This number for Topsoil across the 
site - modern.

0.3 0003, 0005, 
0007, 0012, 
0033, 0042

52796 0003 0003 02 layer deposit Thin layer of yellow sand and gravel. Modern, 
same as 0005 and 0007.

0.08 0004 0002

52796 0004 0004 02 layer deposit Even homogenous, slightly compacted brown 
silt. Chalk flecks. Occasional stones.

0.28 0006 0003

52796 0005 0005 02 layer deposit Fairly thin stoney layer. Inclusions of small to 
medium sized stones. Same as 0003 and 0007.

0.16 0002

52796 0006 0006 0006 02 etc layer deposit Orange brown fill sandy silt. Occasional small 
stones. Occasional flecks of chalk throughout.  
Depth up to 0.8m in places.

0.8 0002, 0004, 
0007, 0011, 
0032

52796 0007 0007 02 layer deposit Sandy chalky layer, possibly same as 0003 and 
0005. Directly beneath topsoil. Small-med 
chalk lumps.

0.12 0002

52796 0008 0008 04 layer deposit Light orange/grey silt. 0.12 0009 0002

52796 0009 0009 04 layer deposit Mid-dark grey silt. 0.1 0010 0008

52796 0010 0010 04 layer deposit Light orange/grey chalky silt. 0.14 0011 0009

52796 0011 0011 04 layer deposit Mid-dark grey silt. 0.1 0006 0010

52796 0012 0012 0006 05 layer deposit Mid brown clayey silt with occasional chalk 
flecks

0.94 0002

52796 0013 0013 08 finds N/A Prehistoric pot in western end of Trench 08. 
Sherd spread approx 0.24 by 0.23m. Pot buried 
upside down. Frags of rim found beneath other 
sherds. Majority of frags found to right of rim 
frag. No obvious cut associated with pot burial. 
Pot buried intact but upside down. Rim in 
ground. No other finds associated with pot.

0006



site 
code

context feature group trench
 no

identifier type description width in m length in 
m

depth in m cuts cutby over under

52796 0014 0014 08 gully cut Cut of shallow gully in Trench 08. Fill is the 
same as subsoil 0006. Possible natural feature. 
Base uneven. Undulating. Break of slope from 
surface to sides imperceptible. Break of slope to 
base also imperceptible.

0.96 0.05 0015

52796 0015 0014 08 gully fill Fill of shallow gully in Trench 08. Orange 
brown sandy silt. Possibly same as 0006 subsoil 
as in section it appears to be a continuation.

0.7 0014 0006

52796 0016 0016 10 layer deposit Mid brown silt. Copious chalk flecks and 
medium to large sub-rounded chalk inclusions. 
Also included modern brick in high quantity.

0.38

52796 0017 09a layer Finds from cleaning trench base in area of pits 
0020 and 0024

0 0 0

52796 0018 0018 09b gully cut Fairly shallow, possible gully. Linear in plan. 
Break of slope gradual from surface to sides. N 
side almost vertical. S side more concave. Base 
is flat.

0.6 0.2

52796 0019 0018 0006? 09b gully fill Mid brown/grey silty sand with frequent chalk 
flecks. There appears to be no separate fill for 
the gully from the above layer.

0.9 0002

52796 0020 0020 09a pit cut Circular in plan. Concave in section. Break of 
slope from surface to sides gentle to gentle 
break of slope to base. Sides uneven - slightly 
undulating.

1.6 1.6 0.4 0021

52796 0021 0020 09a Pit fill Very dark brown silt. Mottled. High degree of 
bioturbation. Chalk inclusions.

0.4 0020 0006

52796 0022 0022 15 layer deposit Red brick layer, approx 20cm thick in eastern 
side only of trench. Approx 50cm below 
surface, present along entire length of trench.

0.2 0023 0067

52796 0023 0023 15 layer deposit Mid brown silty layer in Trench 15 under 0022. 
Some yellow chalk flecks.

0.3 0030 0022

52796 0024 0024 09a pit cut Circular in plan. Concave in section. Break of 
slope from surface to sides. Moderately steep. 
Break of slope to base gentle. Cut appears 
truncated by or truncating pit 0020. However 
fills appear separate in plan.

0.6 0.6 0.3 0025

52796 0025 0024 09a pit fill Dark brown silt. Similar to 0021 although 
separate in section. Contains numerous chalk 
inclusions.

0.3 0024



site 
code

context feature group trench
 no

identifier type description width in m length in 
m

depth in m cuts cutby over under

52796 0026 0026 07 feature cut Geological feature. Break of slope - 
undeterminable due to uneven nature of sides. 
Base is also uneven. Originally thought to be a 
ditch but after excavation seen to be natural.

0.3

52796 0027 0026 0006 07 feature fill Mid grey silty sand with chalk flecks. Base of 
above layer.

0.3 0033

52796 0028 0028 15 feature cut Shallow linear feature at northern end of trench. 
E-W aligned. Cut by modern trench on eastern 
side. Gentle sloping sides, shallow concave 
base. More of a scoop than a ditch.

0.8 1 0.1

52796 0029 0028 0006? 15 feature fill Mid brown silt occasional chalk inclusions. 0.64

52796 0030 0030 15 layer deposit Burnt/degraded chalk layer. 0.44m below 
surface.

0.6

52796 0031 0031 09a layer deposit Layer directly below topsoil.  Layer containing 
chalky inclusions in high concentration within a 
yellow sandy matrix. Possibly the same as 0003?

0.1 0032

52796 0032 0032 09a layer deposit Brown silt layer. Contained single fragment of 
pottery.

0.12 0006 0031

52796 0033 0033 07 layer deposit Chalky grey silt with frequent chalk inclusions. 0.12 0027 0002

52796 0034 0034 57 ditch cut Almost triangular profile, narrow flat base, 
moderate sloping sides. E-W aligned.

1.8 0.5

52796 0035 0034 57 ditch fill Upper fill of ditch 0034. Dark brown silt with 
root and worm disturbance.

0.22 0035

52796 0036 0034 57 ditch fill Lower fill of ditch 0034. Mid brown silt. 0.3 0034 0035

52796 0037 0037 09a layer deposit Buried soil layer. Dark brown silt with chalky 
flecks throughout.

0.32 0006

52796 0038 0038 19 ditch cut N-S aligned ditch. Break of slope from surface 
to sides 45° approx, 2° break of slope sides, 
'ankle breaker' vertical 90°  break of slope from 
sides to base, base is flat. Re cut on E side, but 
the exact cut is difficult to say exactly (see 
section drawing for details) Cut of probably 
roman ditch, with ankle breaker. Ditches 0038 
and 0045 intersect in T19, though with the recut 
on the E side of 0038 unable to see which cuts 
the other.

1.8 0.7 0040 0039

52796 0039 0038 19 ditch fill Mid grey/brown sandy silt. Loose compaction. 
Frequent chalk flecks and lumps (0.01-0.03m 
diameter) Occasional regular flint cobbles (0.02-
0.06m diameter)

0.68 0040 0038 0041



site 
code

context feature group trench
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identifier type description width in m length in 
m

depth in m cuts cutby over under

52796 0040 0040 19 ditch cut Re-cut of n-s aligned ditch 0038. Unclear 
dimensions.

0.8 0.24 0039 0041

52796 0041 0040 19 ditch fill Mid grey sandy silt. Occasional chalk flecks. 
Loose compaction. Slightly darker and less 
chalk fleck inclusions than fill (0039). As the 
fill goes upwards into the section, the deposits 
become very homogenous and it is impossible 
to separate fill (0039) and (0041) from each 
other or the subsoil stratigraphically above them 
both. Finds of many periods present within it.

0.2 0038 0039, 0040

52796 0042 0043 22 layer deposit Light greyish brown silty matrix with high 
concentration of chalk inclusions, directly 
below topsoil and above solid chalk layer 0043.

0.2 0043 0002

52796 0043 0043 22 layer deposit Solid layer of chalk. Runs along entire length of 
ditch until modern disturbance.

0.3 0044 0042

52796 0044 0044 0006 22 layer deposit Mid brown/grey silt layer below 0043. No finds. 
Chalk flecks and v. occasional stones.

0.54 0060 0043

52796 0045 0045 19 ditch cut Shallow ditch. 20° break of slope from surface 
to sides, gently sloping sides, imperceptible 
break of slope to a concave base. E-W aligned. 
Intersects with 0038 within trench, although 
with the recut 0040 it is impossible to tell the 
relationship.

1.5 0.3 0046

52796 0046 0045 19 ditch fill Mid grey sandy silt with frequent chalk fleck 
inclusions. Loose compaction. Heavily root and 
animal disturbed, though the fill of the ditch 
merges with the upper subsoil consequentially.

0.3 0045

52796 0047 0047 22 finds N/A Post medieval pottery found in topsoil (0002) of 
trench 22. Recovered from S edge.

52796 0048 0048 22 finds N/A Prehistoric pottery found in spoil from western 
end of trench 22. Pottery most likely from lower 
layer as chalky matrix embedded in pottery 
edges. No fresh breaks.  Both sides/section of 
trenches were cleaned to look for more - none 
found. Trench was hoed back to reveal possible 
features - none found.

52796 0050 0050 0050 28 structure structure >10.25m long air-raid shelter running N-S in 
trench 28. West to east dimensions are 
unknown.

0058

52796 0051 0051 0050 28 structure structure North wall of air-raid shelter 0050. Thick 
reinforced concrete wall with an outer, tarmac-
like coating. 0.3m thick.

0.3 0058
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52796 0052 0052 0050 28 structure structure South wall of air-raid shelter. Only just visible 
in the trench, at the S end, 1.25m from southern 
trench terminus. Only the tarmac outer layer 
and some of the reinforced concrete wall can be 
distingushed. Associated footing trench not 
seen within this trench.

0.3 0058

52796 0053 0053 0050 28 structure structure Metal roof hatch of air-raid shelter. Made of 
iron alloy, painted green. 2.95m from outer part 
of the N wall. 1.48m is one dimension of the 
hatch visible in the trench.  Has a square pattern 
visible on its southern half.

0058

52796 0054 0054 0050 28 structure cut Cut of air-raid shelter footing trench. Hole was 
excavated for the structure, walls built and then 
the rubble packing put on top of the structure. 
The remainder of the hole around  the outside of 
the footing trench was filled with topsoil, then 
the footing trench itself was packed with 
redeposited chalk, some of this fill (0055) then 
spilled over the top of the topsoil layer (0057).

2 0057 0055

52796 0055 0054 0050 28 structure fill Redeposited chalk in footing trench 0054.  
White/mid yellow chalk. Hard compaction.

0054

52796 0056 0056 0050 28 layer deposit Redeposited chalk layer. North end of trench 
28. Probably the same as footing trench fill 
0055. Mixed white/mid yellow chalk. Hard 
compaction.

6 0.24 0057 0059

52796 0057 0057 0050 28 layer deposit Redeposited topsoil in section - N end of T28. 
Mid brown sandy clayey silt with flecks and 
lumps of chalk and asphalt inclusions. 
Moderate compaction.

0.48 0056

52796 0058 0058 0050 28 structure Concrete rubble packing over the roof of the air-
raid shelter. Very hard.

10.25 0050

52796 0059 0059 0050 28 layer deposit Redeposited mixed chalk and topsoil layer over 
the top of air-raid shelter 0050. Light grey 
sandy silt with frequent chalk lumps and flecks. 
Moderate compaction. The deposit runs the 
total length of the trench.

0058 0002

52796 0060 0045 22 ditch cut Cut of E-W aligned ditch in Trench 22, same as 
0045 in trench 19.

1.2 0 0.2 0044

52796 0061 0061 60 pit cut Irregular oval pit near east end of trench at 
depth of 0.8m. Moderate sloping sides, concave 
base

1.1 0.7 0.25 0101

52796 0062 0061 60 pit fill Dark brown sand/silt. 0.25 0100

52796 0063 0063 61 layer deposit Buried topsoil under 20thC debris 0 0 0.16 0006 0069
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52796 0065 0065 0006? 57 layer deposit Dark brown silt with occasional charcoal flecks 
and stones.  This is similar to 0006 but darker 
than elsewhere

0035 0066

52796 0066 0066 57 layer deposit Chalk and light rubble mixed, modern. 
Sepatated from 0065 by a thin lens of sand, 
moderm, not numbered

0065 0002

52796 0067 0067 15 layer deposit Mid brown silt with frequent chalk fllecks, 
brick and flint frags.  Modern

0.44 0022 0002

52796 0068 0068 27 layer deposit Layer of mid-dark brown silt with chalk fl;ecks, 
lumps and decayed chalk.  Deliberate modern 
dump

0 0 0.5 0006 0002

52796 0069 0069 61 layer deposit Mixed mid-brown sandy silt, friable and 
frequent  shingle.  Modern

0 0 0.26 0070 0071

52796 0070 0070 61 layer deposit Pale orange-brown sand silt with modern 
inclusions

0 0 0.14 0069 0063

52796 0071 0071 61 layer deposit Mid brown orange sand 0.04 0002 0069

52795 0072 0072 31 ditch cut Cut of NE-SW running ditch, visible 0.40m 
above the surface of the trench. There is a break 
of slope as it hits the degraded chalk natural, 
then on the SE side the cut becomes level for 
0.40m. There is another 45° break of slope at 
this point leading to an imperceptible break of 
slope from both sides to a concave base. NW 
side has an approximate 45° break of slope from 
surface to sides along the totality of the sides 
length. Form is similar in character to cut 0038 
in Trench 19. Ditch could be of reasonable 
antiquity as it is 0.80m off the surface, but not 
certain.

2 0.7 0074 0073

52795 0073 0072 31 ditch fill Mid brown sandy silt. Loose compaction. 0.7 0072

52795 0074 0074 31 layer deposit Mid brown silt mixed with light grey silt with 
occasional lumps of degraded chalk. 0.80m 
depth along the length of the trench. Area may 
well have had a higher water table/water content 
than today. The chalk natural underneath 0074 
is pretty degraded.

0.4 0072

52795 0075 0075 37 pit cut Large circular pit with steeply sloping sides and 
flat base. Cuts into natural chalk from beneath 
topsoil.

1.5 1.5 0.5
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52795 0076 0075 37 pit fill Single fill of pit 0075. Mid to pale brown silt 
with frequent chalk (2.5cm diameter) 
Occasional small stones and flints. Uniform 
from top to bottom. No charcoal or organic 
inclusions. No finds. No occupation debris.

0.5

52795 0077 0077 34 ditch cut Linear plan feature aligned N-S. U shaped 
section with concave SE side. This side has a 
sharp/clear and steep break of slope (80°) and a 
gradual and smooth break at base. NW side is 
truncated by 0080 but appears "sub-stepped" 
with a 130° sub-angular break of slope. Flat, 
even base. Possibly drainage purpose duet to the 
alignment running northwards where the natural 
level descends.

0.8 0.24 0080 0078

52795 0078 0077 34 ditch fill Mid to light brownish grey sandy silt. Moderate 
chalk pebble inclusions (20% 0.02m diameter) 
Friable. Slightly compact. No finds. Slump fill 
@ E side of cut 0077.

0.4 0.18 0077 0079

52795 0079 0077 34 ditch fill Mid greyish brown sandy silt. Rare chalk fleck 
inclusions. Friable.

0.6 0.38 0078

52795 0080 0080 34 ditch cut Re-cut of drainage ditch 0077. Linear planned 
feature. U-section with a convex NW side, with 
an imperceptible break of slope and 
smooth/gradual break of base. SE side is "sub-
stepped" with a steep and clear break of slope 
and fairly angular break of base. Base is flat and 
slightly undulating. Towards N end of segment 
the cut plan flares westwards, looks like a 
different cut in plan but section shows same cut. 
Re-cut of drainage ditch 0077.

0.9 0.2 0077 0081

52795 0081 0080 34 ditch fill Mid/light greyish brown slightly sandy silt. 
Occasional chalk flecking (10%) Slightly loose. 
Friable.

0.28 0081

52795 0082 0082 45b layer deposit Mid brown silt at base of trench 45B, approx 
0.66m from surface. Visible from entire trench 
length, probably truncated by modern chalky 
compact layers above. Contained pottery 
sherds - 2 medieval and 2 earlier (possibly IA) 
Approx 0.2m deep.

0.22

52795 0083 0083 45b ditch cut E-W aligned ditch - steeply sloped sides and flat 
base. Lies under buried topsoil. Field boundary.

1.04 0.23 0084

52795 0084 0083 45b ditch fill Moderately compacted yellow-brown silt with 
occasional flints and frequent chalk fragments. 
V clean, no occupation debris.

0.23 0083



site 
code

context feature group trench
 no

identifier type description width in m length in 
m

depth in m cuts cutby over under

52795 0085 0085 46 ditch cut E-W aligned ditch. Flat base. Steeply sloped 
sides. Same as 0083.

1.03 0.3 0086

52795 0086 0085 46 ditch fill Mid brown silt with frequent chalk nodules and 
occasional flints. Sterile. No occupation debris. 
No finds. Same as 0084.

0.3 0085

52795 0087 0087 37 pit cut Circular pit with steeply sloped sides and flat 
base.

1.33 1.33 0.3 0088

52795 0088 0087 37 pit fill Clean pale brown silt with frequent chalk 
nodules. Uniform throughout. No finds. No 
occupation debris. 100% removed.

0.3 0087

52795 0089 0089 47 pit cut Irregular sub-square plan. U section with semi-
diffuse, slightly shallow break of slope, concave 
sides and imperceptible break of base. Flat/semi 
undulating base. Truncated by service trench. 
Unknown alignment (half visible) Possible 
quarry pit.

5 0.35 0096

52795 0090 0089 47 pit fill Fill of pit 0089. Same as 0098. 0.35 0089 0095

52795 0091 0091 47 ditch cut Cut of N-S running linear ditch to west of 0089. 
Appears to be narrowing towards southern 
trench edge. 0.9m wide at N side of trench but 
only 0.5m where it runs under S trench side. 
Moderate sloping sides. Flat base.

0.9 0.18 0092

52795 0092 0091 47 ditch fill Mid brown silt with moderate chalk flecks. No 
finds. 1m length excavated.

0.18 0091 0095

52795 0093 0093 47 layer deposit Dark brown silty sand at junction of trenches 47 
& 46.

0.06

52795 0094 0094 47 layer deposit Mid to dark greyish-brown sandy silt. No 
inclusions. Very compact. Possibly result of 
mechanical diggers running over the area.

0.12 0095

52795 0095 0095 47 layer deposit Mid/dark browny-grey sandy silt. Moderate 
chalk pebble inclusions (25% 0.01m diameter) 
Slightly greasy feeling layer, possibly related to 
previous groundworks.

0.14 0092, 0090/0098 0094

52795 0096 0089 47 pit fill Light/mid creamy-yellow-brown silty sand. 
Frequent unsorted chalk stones (0.01-0.05m 
diameter). Fairly compact. Slump fill of 0089 at 
eastern end

0.14 0097

52795 0097 0089 47 pit fill Mid orangey-brown sandy silt with occasional 
chalk flecks (10%) Firm compaction. Friable.

0.35 0096 0090/0098



site 
code

context feature group trench
 no

identifier type description width in m length in 
m

depth in m cuts cutby over under

52795 0098 0089 47 pit fill Mid orangy grey brown silty sand. Occasional 
chalk flecks showing as deposition lines (10%) 
Moderate compaction. Same as 0090.

0.22 0097 0095

52795 0099 NOT USED 0 0 0

52795 0100 NOT USED 0 0 0

52795 0101 0101 33 layer deposit Redeposited chalk under topsoil 0.24 0102 0122

52795 0102 0102 33 layer deposit Dense compacted almost stoneless brown silt 0.3 0103 0101

52795 0103 0103 33 layer deposit Orange-brown stoneless silt,  less compacted 
than 0102

0.2 0104 0102

52795 0104 0104 33 layer deposit Grey silt with moderately desne vertical dark 
brown iron panning

0.3 0105 0103

52795 0105 0105 33 layer deposit Grey chalky silt with orange vertical iron 
panning, less dense than above.  Overlies 
natural chalk

0.8 0104

52795 0106 0106 32 layer deposit Mid to dark brown silt with occasional roots 0.54 0107 0101

52795 0107 0107 32 layer deposit Pale to mid orangey silt 0.18 0106

52795 0108 0108 40 layer deposit Dark brown sandy silt 0.3 0109 0122

52795 0109 0109 40 layer deposit Mid brown sandy silt 0.14 0109

52795 0110 0110 41 layer deposit Mid brown silt, moderate chalk flecks 0.56 0111 0122

52795 0111 0111 41 layer deposit Mid to dark brown silt becoming gradually 
darkervtowards the base

0.36 0111

52795 0112 0112 45a layer deposit Mid to dark brown silt. Modern 0.38 0113 0122

52795 0113 0113 45a layer deposit Pale brown sandy silt with frequent chalk 
flecks.  Modern

0.44 0114 0112

52795 0114 0114 45a layer deposit Dense grey clay and chalk. Modern 0.4 0115 0113

52795 0115 0115 45a layer deposit Mid brown silt, buried soil.  Not modern?  
Same as 0082?

0.2 0114

52795 0116 0116 46 layer deposit Brown loam with chalk nodules, redeposited 
topsoil?

0.34 0118 0122

52795 0117 0117 46 layer deposit Fine brown silt with chalk flecks, buried 
topsoil, same as 0082 and 0115

0.18 0086 0118



site 
code

context feature group trench
 no

identifier type description width in m length in 
m

depth in m cuts cutby over under

52795 0118 0118 46 layer deposit Thin lens of yellow sand and crushed chalk 
between 0117 and 0116, base of redeposited 
material

0.03 0117 0116

52795 0119 0119 52 layer deposit Mid grey-brown silt with chalk flecks 0.44 0120 0002

52795 0120 0120 52 layer deposit Mid brown silt 0.5 0121 0119

52795 0121 0121 52 layer deposit Mid grey silt? Same as 0104? 0.32 0120

52795 0122 0122 All layer deposit Brown silty sand - current topsoil? Fairly recent? 0 0 0.22

52795 0123 0123 34 layer deposit Mid grey-brown slight;y sandy silt over ditches 
0077 and 0080.  ? Same as 0102 and 0103 and 
possibly 0074??

0.6 0078 0079 0081 0122

52795 0124 0124 50 layer deposit Mid grey-brown silt, very clean with chalk 
inclusions

0.1 0125 0122

52795 0125 0125 50 layer deposit Mid brown silt, frequent chalk inclusions - 
same as 0082 etc.

0.12 0124



 

Appendix 5. Pottery Site NHER 52796 and Site NHER 52795  
Site 
code 

  Ctxt Fabric Sherd No Wt/g     Notes Spotdate Period 

Site 1:          
52796 0013 F1 r 6 308 Long-necked shouldered bowl. Simple 

rounded rim 
 

EIA Preh 

  F1 b 10 184 Long necked shouldered bowl same vessel 
as above. Burnt 
 

EIA Preh 

  F1 b 14 25 Same vessel as above 
 

EIA Preh 

52796 0017 MCW b 1 10 Sandy, oxy. ext. dk grey core and int.erior 
 

12th-14th Med 

52796 0032 ELYG b 1 15 Slipped (ELY glazed ware) 
 

Med-LMed Med 

52796 0036 NVC ba 1 21 Beaker base 
 

LC3/4 Rom 

52796 0041 LMT b 1 11 orange ext & core green glaze int 
 

15th-L.16th LMed 

  LMT b 1 6 Abraded. grey-brown surfs, orange margin 
 

15th-L16th LMed/ 

  EMW b 1 2 Early medieval ware? 
 

11th-12th Med 

  MCW b 1 8 Sandy- grey surfs, dark grey core 
 

12th-14th Med 

  UPG b 1 4 Abraded. grey surfs/ marg. dark grey core. 
 

L.12th-14th Med 

52796 0047 GRE b 1 28 Jar? Very abraded.  
 

16th-18th PMed 

52796 0048 F1 r 1 229 Jar. Simple rounded rim, impressed dots on 
shoulder. Burnt 

EIA Preh 

 
        

Site 2:          
52795 0082 GRIM b 2 21 Grimston-type ware. Dark grey/black core 

and interior  
 

L.12th-14th Med 

  Q3 b 1 5   
 

Iron Age Preh 

52795 0088 F1 b 1 7 Smoothed surface 
 

Iron Age Preh 

52795 0090 F2 r 2 14 Mildenhall ware, Incised on rim top, drilled 
below rim 
 

E Neo Preh 

  F2 b 12 25   
 

E Neo Preh 

  F3 b 3 8 Very abraded 
 

E Neo Preh 

  S1 ba 1 9 Uncertain 
 

Uncertain Preh 

52795 0093 Q1 b 2 1 Very abraded 
 

Uncertain Preh 

52795 0097 F2 b 13 40 Abraded 
 

E Neo Preh 

Key:  b =bodysherd, ba = base, r = rimsherd. EIA = Earlier Iron Age, E Neo = Earlier Neolithic 



 



 

Appendix 6.  Small Finds  Sites NHER52796 & NHER 52795 
 
 

Site 
No. 

Small 
Find 
No 

Ctxt Period Material Object 
 name 

No. Wt/g     Description 

Site 1: 
 

        

52796 1001 Tr 8 
spoil 

MED Copper  
alloy 

buckle 1 4.8  Rectangular buckle frame with 
decorative knops. L.18mm 
W.22mm  
 

52796 1002 Tr 7 MED Lead seal 1 6.7 Lead seal matrix (blank-)  
personal seal, pointed oval 
shape L. 29mm. W. 13th C. or 
slightly earlier  
 

52796 1003 Tr 20 
spoil 

ROM Copper  
alloy 

coin 1 2.1 Radiate, , Diam 18mm. Very 
worn. 260-296AD 
 

52796 1009 Tr 26 MED Copper  
alloy 

ring 1 1.8 Copper alloy ring, belt fitting. 
Diam. 24mm,  c.2mm thick. File 
marks.  
 

Site 2:  
 

        

52795 1004 Tr 32 MED+ Copper  
alloy 

token? 1 1.9 Circular sheet fragment. w one 
hole pierced near edge, broken. 
Diam. 25mm. Probably a token 
or coin re-used as a pendant.  
 

52795 1005 Tr 32 MOD Copper  
alloy 

key 1 13.9 Solid stem rotary key with 
perforated trefoil bow. and solid 
stem w circular x-section. 
stamped w a hand on bow. 
L.51mm. 
 

52795 1006 Tr 33 MED+ Copper  
alloy 

mount 1 0.5 Rectangular mount incomplete 
due to breakage. Single rivet 
hole in one corner. L.20mm, 
W.16mm. Scratched line 
decoration on one face 
 

52795 1007 Tr 47 MED Copper  
alloy 

candle 
holder 

1 18.6 Portable candle holder . Made 
from copper alloy sheeting. 
Bucket-shaped. Diam. c 28mm 
 

52795 1008 Tr 53 MED Silver coin 1 1 Silver short cross penny, 
Canterbury mint. 1189-1247. 
Very worn  
 

 



 

 
 



 

Appendix 7:  Mollusc shells and other remains  
 

Site No. 1 1 2 2 2 
Sample No. 1 2 1 2 3 
Context No. 0039 0046 0081 0079 0090 
Feature No. 0038 0045 0080 0077 0089 
Feature type Ditch Ditch Ditch Ditch Pit 
Plant macrofossils           
Cereal indet. (grain)   x       
Charcoal <2mm x x   x x 
Other remains           
Black porous 'cokey' material   x   x   
Black tarry material   x       
Bone x x   x   
Marine mollusc shell         x 
Small coal frags. x x x x x 
Small mammal/amphibian bones x x x x   
White calcareous concretions         xx 
Molluscs           
Woodland/shade loving species           
Aegopinella sp.     x     
Clausilia sp. x         
Discus rotundatus         x 
Ena sp. x         
Oxychilus sp. x     xcf   
Pomatius elegans         xcf 
Punctum pygmaeum   x       
Trichia striolata     x     
Open country species           
Helicella itala x   x x xx 
Helicidae indet.     x     
Pupilla muscorum   xx xx x xxx 
Vallonia sp. xx xx x xx xx 
V. costata xxx xx xx xx xx 
V. pulchella     xcf xcf   
Catholic species           
Cepeaea sp. x x x x   
Cochlicopa sp. x x x x x 
Trichia hispida group xxx xxx xxxx xxx xxx 
Wetland/freshwater species           
Lymnaea sp.       x   
Succinea sp.       xcf   
Sample volume (litres) 10ss 10ss 10ss 10ss 10ss 
Volume of flot (litres) <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 
% flot sorted 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
Key: x = 1-10 specimens, xx = 11-50 specimens, xxx = 51-100 specimens, xxxx = 100+ specimens, cf = 
compare,  ss = sub sample 
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