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Summary  
 
This archaeological desk based assessment (DBA) has been undertaken as a result of 
a proposal for the siting a wind turbine on land to the north east of Catfield in the parish 
of Hickling. This DBA includes an examination of the Norfolk Historic Environment 
Record (HER), the Norfolk NMP data (aerial photographic information), a historic map 
and documentary search and a site walkover.  
 
The results of this DBA suggest that there is a moderate to high potential for 
encountering prehistoric or Roman material within the PDA. 
 
Any archaeological material that is present within the footprint of the turbine bases and 
along the line of the construction route would be destroyed. It is therefore recommended 
that a continuous archaeological monitoring of all of the ground works would be the 
minimum level of mitigation for this development. 
 
Consultation with the County Council Planning Archaeologist should be at the earliest 
possible opportunity, as archaeological investigations can have considerable time and 
cost implications. This consultation will determine the actual program of archaeological 
works that will need to be carried out, which could include full-scale excavation. 
 
Due to the nature of this development, consultation with English Heritage would be 
required, as the development may impact on the settings of Listed Buildings. 
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1. Introduction  
 
Project Background 
 
This archaeological DBA has been prepared by James Rolfe of Suffolk County 
Council Archaeological Service for Wind Power Renewables Ltd. 
 
This DBA is the first stage of a programme of archaeological works to access the 
archaeological potential of the PDA. The proposed development is for the 
construction a wind turbine measuring 78m to the hub and 130m to the blade tip. 
Foundation trenches will be excavated up to 20m around each turbine to a depth of 
several metres. Construction and maintenance access will be on existing and new 
tracks. It is envisioned that disturbance for the new tracks will not exceed 1m in 
depth (Fig. 1). 
 

 
©Crown Copyright. All Rights Reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009 

Figure 1. Proposed development 
 
 
 



 8

Site description 
 
The subject of this DBA covers an area of approximately 75ha centred at 
TG3939/2246, in the parishes of Hickling and Sutton.  
 
A site visit was made on 15/05/2009. This was to determine the presence of any 
earthworks, or other factors likely to impact on the overall assessment of the 
archaeological potential of the PDA. A note of the topography, current land-use and 
digital colour photographs were taken. 
 
Geology and topography 
 
The PDA is located at circa 2-4m above sea level. The localised topography of the 
PDA is level ground.  
 
The north of the PDA is on coarse loamy / silty soils over clay soils (711v). The 
south eastern corner of the PDA is on a deep peat soil (Ordnance Survey 1983) 
(Fig. 2). 
 

 
©Crown Copyright. All Rights Reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009 

Figure 2. Geology of the PDA 
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Scope of this report 
 
In order to set the PDA in its archaeological context a HER study area of 1km from 
the edge of the PDA was selected for examination (Figs. 3 and 4). 
 
In accordance with PPG16, the Government’s guidance on archaeology and 
planning, (www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/planningpolicy 
guidance9) and a written scheme of investigation prepared by SCCAS and 
approved by Norfolk Landscape Archaeology (Appendix 1), this assessment 
examines the available archaeological sources. These include the Norfolk HER, all 
readily available cartographic and documentary sources, an examination of the 
National Mapping Program data (aerial photographs) and a site walkover. 
 
Aims 
 
To determine as far as reasonably practicable from the existing records, the 
previous landuse, the nature of the archaeological resource and the potential 
resource within the PDA. 
 
Methods 
 
The methodology involved interrogating the following sources of data to meet the 
aims of this DBA. 
 

• A search of the Norfolk HER for any records within 1km from the edge of the 
PDA. The full results are tabulated in Appendix 3 and a synthesis of these 
results are described and mapped in the main body of the report, Section 2. 

 
• A search for all listed buildings within 2km of the edge of the PDA. A 

summary is presented in the main report, Section 2, with further details 
tabulated in Appendix 4. 

 
• An assessment of all cartographic sources relevant to the PDA to identify 

historic landuse, the siting of old boundaries and earlier buildings, Section 2. 
 

• An examination of the NMP data (aerial photographs) within and adjacent to 
the PDA, with the results presented in the main body of the report, Section 2. 

 
• A historical documentary search was commissioned; the results have been 

summarised in Section 2, with the full report presented in Appendix 2. 
 

• A site walkover was conducted on the 15/05/2009, for which notes and digital 
photographs were taken. 

 
The turbine locations on the various figures in the DBA are for illustrative purposes 
and are accurate to circa 20m. Any variation of the mapping of the PDA within this 
DBA does not affect the conclusions or recommendations presented within the 
report.  
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Legislative frameworks 
 
PPG 16 (November 1990) provides guidance for planning authorities, developers 
and others in the investigation of archaeological remains. This guidance advises 
developers to discuss their plans, preferably at a pre-planning stage, with the 
County Archaeological Planning Officer for any possible archaeological constraints 
on their development proposal. The planning guidance sets out to protect nationally 
and locally important monuments and their settings. There will be a presumption in 
favour of preservation in situ of important remains. In certain circumstances field 
evaluation will be carried out to enable an informed decision to be made. On sites 
where there is no overriding case for preservation in situ provision will be made for 
their recording and excavation prior to development. 
 
The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act of 1979 statutorily protects 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs) and their settings as nationally important 
sites. There are no SAMs within 1 km of this PDA. 
 
Listed buildings are protected under the Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 
Act of 1990. This ensures that listed buildings are given statutory protection against 
unauthorised demolition, alteration and extension. Buildings are listed because they 
are of special architectural importance, due to their architectural design, decoration 
and craftsmanship; also because they are of historical interest. This includes 
buildings that illustrate important aspects of the nation's social, economic, cultural or 
military history or have a close association with nationally important persons or 
events. There is one Grade I, five Grade II* and twenty Grade II listed buildings 
within 2km of the PDA (Fig. 5).  
 
A Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is an area that has been notified as being 
of special interest under the Wildlife and Countryside Act of 1981, due to its flora, 
fauna or geological or geomorphological features. There are no SSSI’s within 1km 
of this PDA.  



 11

2. Results 
 
Norfolk HER search 
 
The HER only represents the archaeological material that has been reported (Figs. 
3 and 4), this is the ‘known’ resource. It is not therefore, a complete reflection of the 
whole archaeological resource of this area because other sites may remain 
undiscovered, this is considered as the ‘potential’ resource. 
 
A full list of all sixty-eight HER entries within 1km of the edge of the PDA can be 
found in Appendix 3. Below are summarised, listed and discussed all the HER 
entries within and adjacent to the PDA and also those other significant entries within 
the 1km search that help to set the PDA in its immediate archaeological landscape. 
 

All known archaeological sites within the PDA 
 
There are seven HER entries recorded within the PDA (Fig. 3). These may be single 
period entries or for the most part are multiple period entries.  
 
The earliest materials securely recovered from within the PDA are prehistoric lithic 
implements found fieldwalking. A Neolithic axe hammer was also possibly found 
within the PDA, but its exact location is unsure. 
 
Within the PDA the Roman period is represented by a possible Roman iron knife, 
which was found metal-detecting. 
 
At a single location four medieval tiles were found fieldwalking. A possible medieval 
trackway is visible on aerial photographs. 
 
The post-medieval period is represented within the PDA by two finds of pottery and 
at one of these locations substantial amounts of brick and tile. 
 
Within the PDA close to the site of the turbines, three groups of undated linear 
cropmarks have been identified on aerial photographs. These cropmarks probably 
represent field systems and a trackway. 
 
8332 Cropmarks of a trackway or road of unknown date that are visible on aerial 
photographs running from Boundary Farm to Meadow Farm.  
 
33449 A Neolithic stone axe hammer that may have been found within this field. 
Alternatively it may have been found at NHER 33450. The exact location and nature 
of this find is unclear. 
 
33992 Fieldwalking and metal detecting during pipe-laying works in 1997 recovered 
a prehistoric worked flint.  
 
33993 Fieldwalking and metal detecting during pipe-laying works in 1997 recovered 
four prehistoric flints, four medieval roof tiles and three post-medieval pottery 
fragments.  
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33994 A archaeological watching brief including fieldwalking and metal detecting in 
advance of the Bacton to Great Yarmouth gas pipeline recovered two 
concentrations of post-medieval finds including pottery and substantial amounts of 
brick and tile that may indicate demolished buildings. A prehistoric flint flake and an 
iron Roman knife or cleaver was also found at this site.  
 
49321 The cropmarks of a group of multi-period ditches, representing a polygonal 
enclosure and associated field boundaries which may be Roman. Various other 
cropmarks of further field boundaries and trackways are also visible on aerial 
photographs.  
 
49333 The cropmarks of a group of former field boundaries and a trackway of 
unknown, but possible Roman date, are visible on aerial photographs. 
 

 
©Crown Copyright. All Rights Reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009 

Figure 3. HER entries within the PDA 
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All known archaeological sites adjacent to the PDA  
 
There are ten HER entries recorded adjacent to the PDA (Fig. 4). 
 
The earliest known archaeological material found adjacent to the PDA was a single 
undated prehistoric flint flake. A Neolithic axe hammer was also possibly found 
within the PDA, but its exact location is unsure.  
 
The medieval period is represented by two finds of pottery. 
 
The post-medieval period is represented by two coins, a ring, a bell, pottery and a 
series of field boundaries. 
 
Adjacent to the PDA are four undated sites identified by aerial photography showing 
possible field boundary ditches.  
 
25020 Metal detecting in 1988 and 2006 recovered a medieval ewer spout and pot 
mend and a post-medieval signet ring, a bell and a pottery fragment. 
 
25021 Metal detecting in 1988 recovered medieval pottery fragments and two post-
medieval coins. The site is reported to be where the Sutton Trot horse market took 
place.  
 
33450 A Neolithic stone axe hammer may have been found within this field. 
Alternatively it may have been found at NHER 33449. The exact location and nature 
of this find is unclear. 
 
33991 Fieldwalking and metal detecting during pipe-laying works in 1997 recovered 
a prehistoric flint and pot boiler, a post-medieval drawer plate, and post-medieval 
pottery.  
 
34222 Observations were made at this archaeological site during the laying of a gas 
pipeline from Bacton to Yarmouth. The report has yet to be completed. 
 
49311 The cropmarks of a group of undated and multi-period ditches, probably 
former field boundaries, some of which may be late prehistoric to Roman in date, 
are visible on aerial photographs.  
 
49322 The cropmarks of post-medieval field boundaries are visible on aerial 
photographs to the southeast of Sutton village. The layout of the fields is recorded 
on the 1841 Sutton Tithe map.  
 
49331 The cropmarks of a group of undated and multi-period ditches, representing 
enclosures and former field boundaries, some of which may be Roman in date, are 
visible on aerial photographs.  
 
49332 The cropmarks of a group of former field boundaries of unknown, but 
possible Roman date, are visible on aerial photographs. 
 
49334 The cropmarks of a group of multiphase ditches, many of which are likely to 
be former field boundaries, are visible on aerial photographs. 
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Significant archaeological sites within 1km of the PDA 
 
There are a further eleven known archaeological sites that are significant in 
assessing the archaeological landscape surrounding the PDA (Fig. 4). 
 
The earliest entries in this section are Neolithic, a potential long barrow and several 
arrowheads. 
 
There are two ring ditches visible on the aerial photographs that could be the 
remains of Bronze Age burial mounds. A further entry dating to the Bronze Age is a 
copper alloy shield. 
 
There are a large number of potential field systems, track-ways and possible 
enclosures that could date to the later Prehistorc or the Roman period within the 
search area. One of the entries is potentially an Iron Age or Roman square barrow. 
Two of the enclosures are potentially farmsteads dating to the Iron Age or Roman 
period. 
 
At one location Saxon pottery has been found within the search area.  
 
Some of the field systems could be medieval or post-medieval in date. At one 
location pottery, two medieval weights and some undated metal working debris have 
been found. 
 
8318 Several Neolithic flint arrowheads and a decorated Bronze Age copper alloy 
shield were found by workmen in 1875.  
 
11671 The cropmarks of a ring ditch, probably the remains of a Bronze Age round 
barrow, are visible on aerial photographs.  
 
35525 A possible late prehistoric to Roman polygonal enclosure, probably a 
farmstead, is visible on aerial photographs. Several round houses may be located 
within the enclosure and fragments of an associated field system are visible to the 
west of the main enclosure.  
 
36106 The cropmarks of a ring ditch, probably the remains of a Bronze Age round 
barrow, are visible on aerial photographs.  
 
40862 Metal detecting at this site has recovered two 2nd century AD Roman coins, 
Roman, Late Saxon and medieval pottery, two medieval lead weights and some 
undated metalworking waste.  
 
43748 The cropmarks of a possible elongated ovoid enclosure, potentially the 
remains of a long barrow or mortuary enclosure, are visible on aerial photographs. 
The cropmarks of this feature are quite ephemeral and it is possible that some of the 
marks are agricultural and not archaeological in origin.  
 
49316 The cropmarks of a group of field boundaries and trackways, potentially of 
predominantly Roman date, are visible on aerial photograph. The cropmarks 
recorded represent more than one phase of enclosure and ditches and it is likely 
that some of these additional field boundaries are medieval or later in date.  
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49323 The cropmarks of a small square enclosure of unknown date and origin are 
visible on aerial photographs. It is possible that this enclosure represents the 
remains of an Iron Age or Roman square barrow or similar funerary monument.  
 
49326 The cropmarks of a rectilinear enclosure of unknown, but possible late 
prehistoric to Roman date, are visible on aerial photographs.  
 
49329 The cropmarks of a group of former field boundaries of unknown date, but 
possibly Roman, are visible on aerial photographs.  
 
49330 The cropmarks of a group of undated and multi-period ditches, representing 
enclosures, field boundaries and trackways, some of which may be Roman in date, 
are visible on aerial photographs.  
 

 
©Crown Copyright. All Rights Reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009 

Figure 4. HER entries adjacent to the PDA or significant HER entries within 1km of 
the PDA 
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Discussion of the HER data 
 
Prehistoric 
 
The earliest positively identified evidence of human activity within the search area 
recorded in the HER is from the Neolithic period in the form of arrowheads and an axe 
hammer. There is also possibly the remains of a ploughed out long barrow. This 
evidence suggests there was dispersed activity across the search area in the Neolithic 
period.  
 
The evidence for Bronze Age activity within the search area falls into two groups, 
cropmarks and artefacts. The cropmarks are ring ditches, potentially the ploughed out 
remains of burial mounds. The only securely dated Bronze Age artefact is a copper 
alloy shield found by workmen in 1875. There are no known ring ditches within the PDA. 
The evidence recorded in the HER for the Bronze Age indicates there is dispersed 
activity across the search area. 
 
There are a number of cropmarks representing field systems, track-ways and possible 
enclosures that could date to the Iron Age. These cropmarks are spread throughout the 
search area and even within the PDA. If the cropmarks are of Iron Age date they would 
indicate an intensification of activity within the search area in the Iron Age. 
 
Roman 
 
The evidence for the Roman period recorded in the HER within the search area consists 
of coins and cropmarks of possible field systems, track-ways and enclosures. The 
dating of the cropmark evidence is mostly conjectural, either as a result of the apparent 
monument form or as a result of Roman material having been recovered from the field 
surface within the cropmarks. The known and suggested evidence recorded on the HER 
indicates that there is considerable Roman activity throughout the search area. 
 
Saxon 
 
The one entry for the Saxon period recorded in the HER within the search area consists 
of pottery which was found metal detecting near Catfield Church. 
 
Medieval 
 
The entries for the medieval period are mainly metal detecting and field-walking 
medieval finds of pottery, tile, coins and other metal artefacts. Some of these may 
represent settlement evidence along roads, but most of it probably represents finds 
brought to these locations during the manuring of fields. 
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Listed buildings 
 
A search was carried out on the Norfolk HER and on the listed building web site 
http://Ibonline.english-heritage.org.uk, which identified twenty six Listed Buildings within 
2km of the edge of the PDA, one Grade I, five Grade II* and twenty Grade II (see 
Appendix 4 for details and for the location see Fig 5). 
 
It is thought that the setting of no Listed Building will be affected by the construction of a 
wind turbine at this location. However, English Heritage should still be consulted about 
the proposed development to confirm this. 
 

 
©Crown Copyright. All Rights Reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009 

Figure 5. Listed buildings within 2km of the PDA 
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Aerial photographic survey 
 
The NMP (national mapping program) is a national project that digitally maps aerial 
photographs. Within the PDA various linear features have been identified (Fig. 6). In the 
main these features probably represent ditches that defined field systems and in the 
south-west corner of the PDA there appears to be part of an enclosure all of which 
probably date to the Iron Age or Roman period. Outside the PDA there are numerous 
other cropmarks that clearly represent trackways, field systems, moats, other earlier 
enclosures and probable Bronze Age burial mounds.  
 

 
©Crown Copyright. All Rights Reserved. Suffolk County Council Licence No. 100023395 2009 

Figure 6. NMP data within and adjacent to the PDA 
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Historic map and documentary study summary 
 
The earliest available map is Faden's county map of 1797, which shows that the PDA is 
part of Hickling Common between Stalham Broad and Hickling Broad (Fig. 7). An area 
of earlier enclosed land to the west of the common is partly within the western edge of 
the PDA and fieldname evidence suggests Sherwood or Sherrard as an earlier tenant or 
owner of this land.  
 
The enclosure awards for Hickling in 1808 and Catfield and Sutton in 1814 changed the 
status of the PDA from common land to private enclosed land. An important feature of 
this map is the depiction of the areas of broad. The curving lines of these un-drained 
areas are clearly shown on the map. There was then a small area of broad to the west 
of Guttermere Bridge and the area to the east of the bridge was entirely broad (Fig. 8). It 
is clear that the various drains shown on the map to the south of this site were cut at 
this period and the Catfield Cut to the east of the bridge helped to drain this area shown 
as broad. The bridge blocked the passage of boats to the west and a staithe (dock) is 
shown to the east of the bridge on the Ordnance Survey maps (due to the poor 
condition of the enclosure maps only a small part is reproduced in this report). 
 
The next available map is Bryant's county map of 1826 that shows the parish boundary 
between Hickling and Sutton running through the PDA (Fig. 9).  
 
The 1842 tithe map of Hickling and the 1841 tithe map of Sutton (Fig. 10) are the first 
available detailed maps showing the field boundaries. The fields 750 Further Clamp, 
751 First Clamp, 780 Pit and possibly 776 Dutchman may indicate areas of clay 
extraction for the production of brick or tile. 
 
The 1880 Ordnance Survey map shows a similar pattern of field boundaries to the tithe 
map. A few field boundaries have been removed in the north-east part of the PDA 
creating two large fields (Fig. 11). The 1907 Ordnance Survey map (Fig. 12) shows no 
change in the field boundaries from the 1880 map. 
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Figure 7. Faden's map of 1797 (no scale) 

 

 
Figure 8. Guttermer Bridge, Hickling enclosure map of 1808 



 21

 
Figure 9. Bryant's map of 1826 (no scale) 

 

 
Figure 10. Composite from the tithe maps of Hickling (1842) and Sutton (1841) 

 (no scale) 
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Figure 11. 1880's Ordnance Survey map 

 

 
Figure 12. 1907 Ordnance Survey map 
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3. Assessment of impacts and effects 
 
The archaeological potential of the PDA 
 
The earliest materials recovered from within the PDA are lithic implements that date to 
the later prehistoric period that were found field-walking. The remains of possible 
prehistoric field boundaries and trackways are visible on aerial photographs within the 
PDA. Within the wider search area are further scatters of worked flints and cropmarks 
possibly representing the remains of Bronze Age burial mounds, prehistoric field 
systems, trackways and enclosures. It is therefore thought that the potential for 
encountering prehistoric material within the PDA is moderate to high.  
 
The remains of a possible Roman enclosed farmstead and associated field boudaries 
are visible on aerial photographs within the PDA. Within the larger search area the 
Roman period is represented by coins and cropmarks of possible field systems, track-
ways and enclosures. It is therefore thought that the potential for encountering Roman 
material within the PDA is moderate to high. 
 
No Saxon material has been found within the PDA. Within the larger search area the 
Saxon period is represented by a single find of pottery near Catfield Church. It is 
therefore thought that the potential for encountering Saxon material within the PDA is 
low. 
 
The only securely dated evidence for the medieval period within the PDA are four roof 
tiles. It is therefore thought that the potential for encountering medieval material within 
the PDA is low. 
 
Undated cropmarks visible on aerial photographs within the PDA appear to represent 
the remains of field systems that pre-date any cartographic evidence. These cropmarks 
could date to the prehistoric or Roman periods. These cropmarks are very close to to 
the proposed site of the turbines so there is a high potential for encountering the 
remains of these during this development.  
 
Regional research framework 
 
The potential archaeological information resulting from this project may help to identify 
and date any prehistoric activity within the PDA suggested by finds of lithic implements.  
The presence of ring ditch cropmarks within the general area may offer the potential to 
address research priorites (Brown and Glazebrook 2000) relating to the development of 
farming in the Bronze and the integration of monuments, fields and settlements. 
 
There is also the potential as a result of archaeological work to date the field boundaries 
visible on aerial photographs within the PDA. Study of Iron Age and Roman field 
systems and the implications for the development of the Agrarian economy has been 
identified (Brown and Glazebrook 2000) as a regional research priority as increasing 
agricultural production is seen as the most significant economic change during the Iron 
Age period. This also has the potential to contribute to research into the processes of 
economic and social change and development during the Iron Age/Roman transistion 
period. 
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Potential of preserved archaeological remains within the PDA 
 
The PDA has not undergone any development over the last three hundred years. The 
PDA has been in constant use for agricultural purposes since the late enclosure acts of 
1808 and 1814 and this will have caused some truncation to any archaeological 
deposits that are present. The potential for any archaeological remains present to be 
preserved is therefore thought to be moderate.  
 
Assessment of the impact of the development on the archaeological 
resource 
 
There will be a severe negative impact on any archaeological material present in the 
area of turbine bases and along the construction routes.  
 
It is thought that the setting of no Listed Building will be affected by the construction of a 
wind turbine at this location.  
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4. Mitigation measures 
 
The PDA 
 
Consultation with the County Council Planning Archaeologist should be at the earliest 
possible opportunity, as archaeological investigations can have considerable time and 
cost implications. This consultation will determine the program of archaeological works 
that will need to be carried out.  
 
It is thought that there are no grounds to consider refusal of permission in order to 
achieve preservation in situ of any important archaeological deposits. Mitigation would 
therefore require that an adequate record is made of any archaeological features or 
finds which would otherwise be destroyed by the development. 
 
Due to the relatively small area of the development pre-excavation survey techniques 
such as field walking or geophysical survey are not appropriate. It is therefore 
envisaged that preservation by record would be most efficiently carried out by stripping 
the areas of proposed disturbance under archaeological supervision and excavating 
and recording any features that are revealed. 
 
English Heritage should still be consulted about the proposed development to confirm 
that the setting of no listed buildings will be affected by the construction of the wind 
turbine. 
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5. Conclusions / Recommendations 
 
Through an examination of the Norfolk HER, a map search, an aerial photographic 
survey, and a site walkover, this DBA has set the PDA within its immediate 
archaeological landscape.  
 
The potential for preserved archaeological deposits to be present within the PDA is 
thought to be moderate to high.  
 
The risk of direct damage to any archaeology remains that are present within the PDA 
at the site of the turbines and along the access road is considered to be high.  
 
It is therefore envisaged that preservation by record would be most efficiently carried 
out by stripping the areas of proposed disturbance under archaeological supervision 
and excavating and recording any features that are revealed. 
 
Another area of concern for the historic environment is the impact of this development 
upon the settings of Listed Buildings due to its height. As these buildings are statutorily 
protected English Heritage will have to be consulted about this development. 
 
Consultation with the County Council Planning Archaeologist should be at the earliest 
possible opportunity, as archaeological investigations can have considerable time and 
cost implications. This consultation will determine the actual program of archaeological 
works that will need to be carried out. 
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Disclaimer 
 
Any opinions expressed in this report about the need for further archaeological work are 
those of the Field Projects Team alone. Ultimately the need for further work will be 
determined by the Local Planning Authority and its Archaeological Advisors when a 
planning application is registered. Suffolk County Council’s archaeological contracting 
services cannot accept responsibility for inconvenience caused to the clients should the 
Planning Authority take a different view to that expressed in the report. 
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1 Background 
 
• The Field Team of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service (SCCAS), has 

been asked to provide a Written Scheme of Investigation for an archaeological desk-
based assessment  to be carried out in advance of  the determination of a planning 
application for a Windfarm at Catfield, grid ref: TG39432247 (centre).  

 
• A brief for the work has been prepared by James Albone at Norfolk Landscape 

Archaeology, dated 20th February 2009 (Appendix 3). 
 
• The development area covers 76 ha. 
 
• The desk-based assessment of the known and potential archaeology for the 

application area is required before the determination of any planning application as   
the development affects an area which includes a number of archaeological sites, 
including crop-marks which may be Roman in date and from where artefacts dating 
from the prehistoric to post-medieval period have been recorded. 

2 Project Details 
 
Site Name Proposed Wind Farm, Catfield 
Site Location/Parish Catfield 
Grid Reference  TG 3943 2247 (centre) 
Planning No Preapplication 
HER code To be arranged 
OASIS Ref Suffolkc1-*** 
SCCAS Job Code NORFWFC001 
NLA reference no. CNF42270 
Type: Desk-based assessment 
Area  76ha 
Project date/duration TBC 
 
Personnel/Site contact numbers 

 
Project Manager  Jo Caruth  01473 583290
Project Officer James Rolfe 01284 352445 
Finds Dept Richenda Goffin 01284 352447
Fieldwork Team NA 
Sub-contractors  A.M. Breen - local history researcher. 

Air Photo Services  - aerial photographic 
searches - or local specialist  

Curatorial Officer James Albone NLA 
Consultant  

Developer    Wind Power Renewables Ltd 
 

01692 582888

 
Other Contacts 
 
Suffolk Fleet Maintenance  01359 270777 
Suffolk Press Office  01473 264395
EMS  (Jezz Meredith )  01473 583288
H&S  (Stuart Boulter)  01473 583290
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3 Objectives 
 
The aim of the assessment is to: 
 
• Study a sufficiently wide area around the development site to put it into its local 

archaeological context. 
 
• Identify any known archaeological sites, including listed buildings, which are of 

sufficient importance to merit preservation in situ and which would impose a 
constraint on the development. 

 
• To assess the potential for any unrecorded archaeological sites within the 

development area. 
 
• To assess the impact of former land use and the potential survival and condition of 

any buried archaeological deposits.  
 
• To consider the options for the use of various investigative techniques, and assess 

their relative value, in the formulation of a mitigation strategy. 
 
• To assess the potential from the results of this work in the light of the research 

priorities for the Eastern region as identified in the Regional Research Agenda 
(Brown and Glazebrook 2000). 

 
4 Method Statement 
 
• The assessment will focus on a detailed study of an area of 1km beyond the 

development boundaries.   
 
• Listed buildings and Scheduled Ancient Monuments within a 2km radius of the 

development boundaries will be included in the assessment. 
 
• The study will include  

• collation of information from the Norfolk HER.  
• a search of readily available historic maps, a study of documentary material held 

by the Norfolk Record Office.  
• a search of the Norfolk Aerial Photographic Library.   
• a site walkover.  
• consideration of any existing geotechnical information, particularly where it 

identifies the potential for waterlogged remains. 
 

• All work will be carried out  according to standards for desk-based research laid out 
in 'Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England'  (Gurney 2003). 

 
• The work will be co-ordinated and the report produced by a professional 

archaeologist specialising in the production of desk-based assessments.  The 
documentary and aerial photographic search elements will be carried out by 
recognised specialists in each field. 

 
• A new HER number will be obtained from NLA and an OASIS on-line form will be 

initiated before start of works. 
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4.1 HER and Listed Buildings Search 
 
• A search will be undertaken of the Norfolk HER to identify all known sites within the 

application area and a radius of 1km beyond the development boundary. 
 
• A search of the English Heritage Listed Buildings on-line database will be carried out 

covering the application area and a 2km radius beyond the development boundaries. 
 
• The results of the searches will be collated and presented as an Appendix within the 

report. 
 
4.2 Cartographic and Documentary Investigation 
 
• All historic cartographic sources relevant to the site will be collated and assessed in 

order to establish historic land-use, former property and field boundaries and the 
siting of any former buildings. 

 
• Where possible copies of maps will be included in the report. 
 
• Historic documents held in the local Norfolk Record Office will be assessed 

identifying information about former land-use, relevant land ownership evidence and 
other relevant data. 

 
• The significance of any former industrial buildings on the site will be assessed. 
 
 
4.3 Aerial Photographic Survey 
 
• The Norfolk  Aerial Photographic Library will be searched, and if the areas fall within 

the limits of the Norfolk National Mapping Programme (NMP) these results will be 
incorporated into the report. 

 
• If the area has not been mapped as part of the NMP, the results of the Aerial 

Photographic search will be plotted by a suitably qualified specialist at a scale of 
1:2500. 

 
4.4 Site Walkover 
 
• The development area will be subject to a rapid visual inspection in order to 

determine the presence of earthworks, or other factors likely to impact on the overall 
assessment of the archaeological potential. 

 
• A note of the topography of the site will be made. 
 
• Digital colour photographs will be taken of the site in order to demonstrate its 

general aspect.  Where specific features are identified these will also be 
photographed. 

 
• Where appropriate a catalogue of the photographs will be presented as an 

Appendix. 
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4.5 Other Relevant Information 
 
• If any geotechnical surveys have been undertaken these will be examined for 

evidence of underlying geological conditions which may have implications for the 
potential preservation of certain materials and organic deposits. 

 
• Particular note will be made to identify deposits with paleoenvironmental potential. 
 
 
4.6 Reporting 
 
• The results of the assessment will be presented in standard SCCAS grey literature 

format. 
 
• The available evidence will be collated, summarised and ordered within the report.  

Detailed studies will be presented as Appendices. 
 
• The evidence will be synthesised and related to its national, regional and/or local 

context.  This will reference the priorities identified in the Regional Research Agenda 
(Brown and Glazebrook, 2000). 

 
• Illustrations including current and historic maps, copies of relevant historic 

documents, transcriptions of aerial photographic data and photographs will be 
included to enhance the clarity of the evidence. 

 
• Conclusions will include a clear statement of the archaeological potential of the site 

and a comment on the reliability of the evidence. 
 
• An opinion as to the necessity and scope of further work, including an assessment of 

the merits of different survey techniques and approaches in the context of the 
development site will be offered. 

 
• A comprehensive list of all sources consulted will be included. 
 
• Three hard copies and a PDF copy of the report on CD will be submitted to Norfolk 

NLA  for the attention of the Head of Archaeological Planning at the conclusion of 
the work. 

 
• The OASIS on-line form will be completed at the end of the project including an 

uploaded version of the report. 
 
• The site archive will be consistent with ‘Management of Archaeological Projects’ 

(English Heritage, 1991), Appendix 3. 
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5 Health and Safety/Environmental Controls 
 
5.1 Health and Safety 
 
The project will be carried out following the Suffolk County Council statement on Health 
and Safety at all times. 
 
All SCCAS staff are experienced in working on a variety of archaeological sites and are 
aware of SCCAS H&S policies.  
 
The main hazard likely to be encountered during this project is the lone working element 
of the walkover survey.  SCCAS operates a reporting in procedure for lone working and 
this will be activated during the walkover.   
 
Insurance 
 
Site staff, official visitors and volunteers are all covered by Suffolk County Council 
insurance policies. 
 
 
5.2 Environmental Controls  
 
Suffolk County Council has its own Environmental Management System (EMS) and is 
ISO14001 accredited. Subcontractors will be issued with Suffolk County Council 
environmental guidelines.  
 
 
References 
 
Brown, N., and Glazebrook, J., 2000, Research and Archaeology: A Framework for the 
Easter Counties 2. Research Agenda and Strategy. East Anglian Archaeology 
Occasional Paper 8. 
 
Gurney, D., 2003 Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England.  East Anglian 
Archaeology Occasional paper no. 14
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Appendix 1.   Suffolk County Council Health and Safety Policy 
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Appendix 2. SCC Liability Insurance Certificate 
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Appendix 2  
 
Documentary Study by A.M Breen 
 
Catfield Wind Farm, Norfolk 
 
Introduction 
 
The research for this report has been carried out at the Norfolk Record Office in 
Norwich and copies of the first and second edition of the 1:10,560 Ordnance Survey 
maps have been obtained from the Norfolk Heritage Centre at the Norfolk and 
Norwich Millennium Library. This site to the north of the village of Catfield is entirely 
within the neighbouring parishes of Hickling and Sutton. Until the enclosure of the 
commons in Hickling in 1808 and Catfield and Sutton in 1814, nearly the entire area 
of this site was open common as shown on Faden’s 1797 ‘Map of Norfolk’. 
 
The main focus of this report has been to link the fields within this site listed in the 
tithe apportionments of their respective parishes to the same areas shown on the 
earlier enclosure maps. The report has been divided under parish heading to 
emphasise the linkage to the earlier sources. Commons were formerly linked to the 
various manors and provided areas of grazing for animals and a source of fuel for 
the commoners. They were devoid of places of habitation. There are a few small 
areas on the western margin of this site and outside the former common where 
either map or field name evidence suggests other usages and these areas are 
specifically identified in the conclusion of this report. 
 
Ordnance Survey Maps 
 
Only the first and second editions of the 1:10,560 Ordnance Survey maps sheet 
number XLI S.W., published in 1885 and 1907 are available to be copied at the 
Norfolk Heritage Centre. The site is to the east of the present A149 that follows the 
route of the former Eastern & Midland Railway as shown on both editions of the 
map. The plans for this railway line were originally deposited with the Norfolk 
Quarters Sessions in November 1877. Apart from the lost of the railway line and 
some field boundaries there are no significant changes in the landscape compared 
with the current map. 
 
County Maps 
 
Faden’s Map of Norfolk first printed in 1797 has been recently reprinted in book form 
(Barringer 2004), the area of Hickling Common between Stalham Broad and 
Hickling Broad is shown on page 17. Instead of the present A 149 the minor roads 
that now passed through the village centres of Catfield, Sutton and Stalham was 
then the main road. An area of earlier enclosed land to the west of the common is 
shown to the east of the road and north of a site of the ‘Crown’ marked on the map. 
The stream shown as feeding into Hickling Board was been straightened and now 
forms part of the southern boundary of the PDA and the parish boundary between 
Hickling and Catfield. 
 
Bryant’s 1826 ‘Map of Norfolk’ has again been reprinted in book form (Barringer 
2008) and shows the radical changes in this area, the result of the enclosures. The 
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site is shown on page 31 to the northeast of ‘Catfield Street’ and to the northwest of 
the bridge identifiable as Guttermere Bridge on the modern Ordnance Survey maps. 
This maps shows the various parish boundaries. 
 
Hickling 
 
The tithe map and apportionment for Hickling both dated 1842 (ref. DN T/A 748) are 
enrolled together with later amendments to the commutation of the tithes. The 
northern area of this site was the property of Lord Abergavenny and in the 
occupation of his tenant Charles Cubbitt. Cubbitt was the tenant to 128 acres and 
22 perches, though his farmhouse and buildings are not listed under this holding. 
His fields within the study area were: 
 
748 First Mack’s Allotment arable 5a 3r 29p 
749 Further Mack’s Allotment arable 6a 3r 35p 
750 Further Clamp Close arable 6a 1r 26p 
751 First Clamp Close arable 5a 2r 20p 
752 Eight Acres arable 8a 0r 4p 
753 Six Acres arable 6a 1r 18p 
754 Nine Acres arable 8a 2r 23p 
 
These lands are shown as a single field at the time of the 1801 enclosure map and 
were then the property of the Honourable Catharine Neville.  
 
Charles Cubitt was also tenant to Annette Cubitt and held a further 87 acres 3 roods 
25 perches including the fields: 
 
774 Ash Allotment arable 6a 2r 0p 
775 Wells Allotment arable (acreage with below) 
776 Dutchman’s Allotment arable 32a 3r 38p (total 775 & 776) 
777 Driftway pasture 3r 19p 
778 Farm House & premises pasture 1r 
779 Home Pightle arable 2r 30p 
780 Pit waste 1a 0r 21p 
781 Sherwood Hole arable 2a 2r 23p 
784 Further Ten Acres arable 10a 0r 23p 
785 Home Ten Acres arable 10a 3r 19p 
 
A G. Cubitt and N. Wells are both named on the 1801 enclosure map. Though most 
of the area appears to have been enclosed and granted out as allotments, there are 
hints in the field names and descriptions; Further and First Clamp (750 & 751), Pit 
(780), and possibly ‘Dutchman’ (776) to areas of abstraction. The fieldname element 
‘Sherwood’ (781) may suggest an earlier owner and it is probably that this field was 
within the area of old enclosures as shown on Faden’s 1797 map. 
 
At the southwestern corner of the parish George Barber was the owner and 
occupier of 782 Sherwood Close arable 12a 24p and 783 Acre and half Pightle 
arable 1a 2r 37p. The total of his landholding was just 20 acres 29 perches. Again 
the fieldname element ‘Sherwood’ reoccurs. At the northeastern corner of the study 
area William Barber owned and occupied 747 Salmons Pightle arable 1a 1r 8p. 
Salmon is another personal name and a pightle is commonly used in East Anglia for 
a small enclosure.  
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Nathaniel Micklethwait was the owner of most of the remaining area though his 
lands were divided between his various tenants who included Robert Nudd who held 
a farm of 386 acres 3 roods and 5 perches. The lands included 
 
769 Shed and Yard pasture 33r 
772 Seven Acres arable 6a 3r 29 and pasture 1a 1r 21p 
773 Further Piece arable 8a 3r 21p 
 
These lands are marked with the name ‘N. Micklethwaite’ on the 1801 enclosure 
map. 
 
The parish of Hickling was enclosed in 1808 again as a result of an act of parliament 
passed in 1801. Though the office in Norwich holds copies of both the map and 
award of 1808 both documents are fragile and not currently available for research 
(ref. C/Sca 2/151). In the case of this parish there are original copies of the 
enclosure maps both dated 1801 amongst the Russell James Colman collection, 
which were deposited into the safekeeping of Norfolk County Council before the 
establishment of the record office. One maps shows the entire parish (ref. C/Ca 
1/30) and the other shows the part of the parish (ref. C/Ca 1/31) that extended 
westward between Catfield and Sutton. The parish map is extremely large and has 
been subject to conservation as parts of the margins of the map are missing. The 
map’s orientation is north – south with the area of this site shown in the bottom left 
corner of the map. The portion showing the then main road is missing, though the 
fields to the east are shown with their owners named. The acreage is not given and 
the original significance of the now faded shading is not apparent. The fields 
immediate to the east of the road were then the property of Hammon and Robert 
Barber. Within the study area the field in the southwest corner of the map was the 
property of N Wells and that to the north adjoining the parish boundary with Sutton 
was the property of G. Cubitt. Most of the northeastern corner of the site, apart from 
one small plot in the ownership of William Bray was then the property of the 
Honourable Catharine Neville. Neville was the family surname of Lord Abergavenny. 
At the southeastern corner the owner of the field adjoining the river or drain was N. 
Micklethwaite.  
 
An important feature of this map is the depiction of the areas of broad. The curving 
lines of these un-drained areas are clearly shown on the map. There was then a 
small area of broad to the west of Guttermere Bridge and the area to the east of the 
bridge was entirely broad. It is clear that the various drains shown on the map to the 
south of this site were cut at this period and the Catfield Cut to the east of the bridge 
helped to drain this area shown as broad. The bridge blocked the passage of boats 
to the west and a staithe is shown to the east of the bridge on the Ordnance Survey 
maps. 
 
There was an earlier map of Hickling and the adjoining parishes of Sutton and 
Ingham dated 1781 the work of the surveyor Robert Wymer. Unfortunately his map 
has not survived though his survey has done (ref. MC 558/1). Amongst the 
landowners are the names of John Micklethwait and amongst the tenants John 
Cubitt and John Bygrave, Edward Mack, William Bray and Robert Barber. A second 
survey in the same book relates to the lands of John Micklethwait whose principle 
tenant was John Cubitt who held 121 acres 1 rood 9 perches. Apart from the names 
of the landowners, tenants and acreages there are very few fieldnames and it is 
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clear from a preamble to the survey that the then commons were ignored and not 
mapped. The book includes various references to the payment of tithes in Hickling 
and adjoining parishes suggesting either that the landholdings were scattered over 
more than one parish or that there were titheable islands of adjoining parishes within 
the main area of Hickling. 
 
Sutton 
 
The lands shown on the Sutton Tithe map of 1841 (ref. DN/TA 601) are described in 
the apportionment of 1842 enrolled with this map.  A number of the field names 
follow the same pattern as those in the adjoining parish of Hickling and Catfield. 
William Bray Barber held those fields: 245 Large Allotment arable 5a 3r 37p, 246 
Small Allotment arable 5a 2r 25p, 254 First Allotment arable 4a 3r 3p, 255 Second 
Allotment arable 4a 1r 38p and 256 Third Allotment arable 5a 1r 6p. John Bygrave 
owned 242 First Allotment arable 4a 1r 5p and 243 Further Allotment arable 3a 2r 
13p. George Barber 258 Sutton Allotment arable 3a 3r 20p. This was part of his total 
landholding of 103 acres 22 perches. George Simpson Barber owned 257 Second 
Sherrard’s Piece arable 2a 3r 18p part of a farm of 97 acres 3 roods 24 perches. 
The executors of George Cubitt held 260 Sherrard’s Pightle arable 2a 2r 13p. 
Benjamin Castings held 259 Sutton Allotment arable 2a 0r 14p. All the allotments 
relate to areas of recently enclosed land, the fieldname element ‘Sherrard’s’ 
corresponds to ‘Sherwood’ on the Hickling tithe map. 
 
John Durrant the then owner of the site of ‘Boundary Farm’ 248 on the tithe map 
owned 247 Common Six Acres arable 6a 0r 33p, 248a Home Close arable 5a 1 r 
37p, 249 Garden Piece arable 6a 0r 39p, 250 Part of Hickling Piece arable 3a 0r 
10p, 251 Common Four Acres arable 3a 0r 10p, 252 also Common Four Acres 
arable 4a 1r 13p and 253 Further Common Three & Half Acres arable 4a 0r 1p. 
 
Catfield 
 
Though none of the land forming this site is within the parish of Catfield it is 
interesting to note that on the tithe map of the parish (ref. DN/TA 722) the small 
fields to the south of this site numbered between 307 and 327 were divided between 
several owners and most if not all appear to have the same field name or 
description ‘Common Allotment’. 
 
The parishes of Catfield and Sutton were enclosed in 1814 as a result of an 
Inclosure Act of 1802. Unfortunately though the record office in Norwich holds a 
copy of the award (ref. C/Sca 2/67), there is no copy of the original map. In 1972 the 
office requested a search of the then Public Record Office (now the National 
Archives) for a copy of the map without success. The award does not describe the 
boundaries of the parish in full and instead states that the boundaries were shown 
on the map. The award does mention Guttermere Bridge as the starting point of the 
first public road within the parish but without mentioning the name of the stream of 
drain beneath the bridge. The volume does include a Photostat copy of the tithe 
map of this parish. 
 
There are no earlier relevant maps of this site. 
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Conclusion 
 
The area of this site was common land before the respective enclosure awards for 
Hickling in 1808 and Catfield and Sutton in 1814. A small area on the western 
boundary of this site was an earlier enclosure and fieldname evidence suggests 
Sherwood or Sherrard as an earlier tenant or owner of this land. Salmon appears in 
another fieldname but only in the form Salmon’s Pightle, a small enclosure. A few 
fieldnames in Hickling suggest areas of extraction possibly for brick or tile. 
 
The drain that forms the southern boundary of the site and the parish boundary 
between Catfield and Hickling was straightened at the time of the enclosure. 
Formerly an area of the land to the west of the bridge was part the broad and small 
boats may have been used this area before the construction of the bridge. 
 
Anthony M Breen 
 
March 2009 
 
References 
 
Norfolk Heritage Centre 
 
1:10,560 Ordnance Survey Map sheet number XLI.SW first edition published 1885 
1:10,560 Ordnance Survey Map sheet number XLI.SW second edition published 
1907 
 
Norfolk Record Office 
 
Tithe Maps and Apportionments 
 
DN T/A 748 Hickling 1842 
DN T/A 601 Sutton 1841 
DN T/A 722 Catfield 1840 
 
Norfolk Quarter Sessions: Deposited Plans 
 
Railway Plans 
 
C/Scf 1/328 Great Yarmouth and Stalham Railway 30 November 1877 
 
Enclosure Maps and Awards 
 
C/Sca 2/67 Inclosure Award Catfield and Sutton 1814: Surveyor John Glegg of 
Norwich 
 
C/Sca 2/151 Inclosure Map and Award Hickling 1808 Surveyor Robert Corby of 
Kirstead 
 
Russell James Colman Collection 
 
C/Ca 1/30 Hickling Parish Map 1801 
C/Ca 1/31 Hickling Part of Parish Map 1801  



 

 44

 
Survey 
 
MC 558/1 Written survey of all the arable lands in the parish of Hickling with extents 
naming tenants of lands belonging to John Micklethwaite, esq and those of other 
proprietors and list with quantities of owners whose lands were titheable to Hickling. 
Robert Wymer Surveyor 1781 
 
Published Maps 
 
J.C.Barringer ‘Faden’s Map of Norfolk first printed in 1797’ Larks Press 2004 
J.C. Barringer ‘Bryant’s Map of Norfolk in 1826’ Larks Press 2008 
 
 
 



 

 45

Appendix 3  
 
Norfolk HER Data 
 
PrefRef Period GridRef Description 

8314 Neolithic TG 3846 
2372 

A Neolithic roughly chipped flint axehead was found on the surface in about 
1963. 

8318 Early 
Neolithic to 
Late Bronze 

Age 

TG 3800 
2325 

Several Neolithic flint arrowheads and a decorated Bronze Age copper alloy 
shield were found by workmen in 1875 

8319 Medieval TG 385 240 Fragments of medieval pottery were found in a sewage trench in 1957. 
8332 Medieval to 

Post-
medieval 

TG 3979 
2258 

The cropmarks of a trackway or road of unknown date are visible on aerial 
photographs running from Boundary Farm to Meadow Farm, Hickling  

8387 Medieval to 
World War 

One 

TG 4230 
2116 

Hickling Broad is part of a high level drainage system which is heavily 
embanked and stands almost one metre above sea level. It was created by the 
medieval extraction of clay and peat. A Bronze Age palstave was dredged up 
here in 1972. The broad was used as a seaplane base during World War One 
when the Yarmouth Roads were affected by storms. Hickling Broad is the 
largest of the Broads, with approximately 202 hectares of water within a larger 
485 hectares of water, reed beds and marshe, making this Norfolk largest 
archaeological site. 

11671 Bronze Age TG 3985 
2163 

The cropmarks of a ring ditch, probably the remains of a Bronze Age round 
barrow, are visible on aerial photographs to the east of Staithe Farm, Hickling . 

12704 Roman TG 3872 
2379 

A piece of Roman pottery was found in a garden in 1977. 

13510 Medieval to 
Modern 

TG 365 224 Barton and Sutton Broads are the remains of medieval peat cuttings, which 
flooded after they became disused. The Broad was used as a decoy pond in 
the 19th century. An island, known as Pleasure Island, once contained a 
bandstand and pleasure ground. 
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PrefRef Period GridRef Description 
13581 Post-

medieval to 
Modern 

TG 01896 
19803 

The Midland and Great Northern Joint Railway link between Great Yarmouth 
and Sutton Bridge was opened in sections. The section between King's Lynn 
and Sutton Bridge had stations at South Lynn, Clenchwarton and Terrington 
and Walpole, and was opened by the Lynn & Sutton Bridge Railway in 1864. 
The section between King's Lynn and Great Yarmouth had twenty two 
intermediate stations and opened under the Yarmouth & North Norfolk Railway 
from 1877 to 1881, the Lynn & Fakenham Railway between 1879 and 1882, 
and by the Easter & Midlands in 1883. The whole system was closed on 2 
March 1959, although some sections survive as paths. A number of stations, 
signal boxes, goods sheds and concrete mileposts remain. 

15993 Post-
medieval 

TG 4009 
2165 

This 19th century house is constructed of puddled clay and straw with a skin of 
bricks added to the south wall in the 19th century. The house is a single room 
with two contemporary extensions. The windows, doors and brick cladding 
were added in the 19th century. A nearby well marked on early maps has now 
vanished. 

22231 Medieval to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 38 22 Many medieval and post-medieval metal finds including a buckle plate and a 
decorated plaque with a fleur de lys designn have been found by metal 
detecting and fieldwalking on this site. Medieval and post-medieval pottery 
fragments have also been recovered. 

22232 Roman TG 38 22 Metal detecting has recovered a 4th century Roman coin from this spot. 
25020 Medieval to 

Post-
medieval 

TG 38 23 Metal detecting in 1988 and 2006 recovered a medieval ewer spout and pot 
mend and a post-medieval signet ring, a bell and a pottery fragment. 

25021 Post-
medieval 

TG 38 23 Metal detecting in 1988 recovered medieval pottery fragments and two post-
medieval coins. The site is reported to be where the Sutton Trot horse market 
took place. 

33144 Medieval to 
Post-

medieval 
 

TG 38 23 Metal detecting in 1997 recovered a medieval mount and three medieval coins, 
together with a post-medieval buckle and an undatable lock fragment. 
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PrefRef Period GridRef Description 
33293 World War 

One to 
World War 

Two 

TG 3866 
2200 

A World War One munitions factory is reported to have been located at this 
site. The consultation of aerial photographs taken during and shortly after 
World War Two indicates that this military installation was in use during the 
Second World War. A series of structures, including Belfast Hangars, are 
visible on aerial photographs. Two of these hangars survive on the ground. 

33449 Neolithic TG 396 222 A Neolithic stone axe hammer may have been found within this field. 
Alternatively it may have been found at NHER 33450. The exact location and 
nature of this finds are unclear. 

33450 Neolithic TG 4021 
2224 

A Neolithic stone axe hammer may have been found within this field. 
Alternatively it may have been found at NHER 33449. The exact location and 
nature of this finds are unclear. 

33989 Palaeolithic 
to Post-
medieval 

TG 3920 
2401 

Fieldwalking and metal detecting during pipe-laying works in 1997 recovered 
prehistoric pot boilers, a Roman cauldron fragment, pieces of medieval and 
post-medieval pottery, and post-medieval metal items including a shoe buckle, 
a spoon handle, and a coin. 

33990 Palaeolithic 
to Post-
medieval 

TG 3914 
2367 

Fieldwalking and metal detecting during pipe-laying works in 1997 recovered 
prehistoric flints and pot boilers, medieval roof tiles, a medieval buckle plate or 
strap end, and post-medieval pottery fragments. 

33991 Palaeolithic 
to Post-
medieval 

TG 3914 
2332 

Fieldwalking and metal detecting during pipe-laying works in 1997 recovered a 
prehistoric flint and pot boiler, a post-medieval drawer plate, and post-medieval 
pottery. 

33992 Prehistoric TG 3920 
2302 

Fieldwalking and metal detecting during pipe-laying works in 1997 recovered a 
prehistoric worked flint. 

33993 Palaeolithic 
to Post-
medieval 

TG 3921 
2280 

Fieldwalking and metal detecting during pipe-laying works in 1997 recovered 
four prehistoric flints, four medieval roof tiles, and three post-medieval pottery 
fragments. 

33994 Roman to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 3920 
2242 

Fieldwalking and metal detecting in advance of the Bacton to Great Yarmouth 
gas pipeline recovered two concentrations of post-medieval finds including 
pottery and substantial amounts of brick and tile that may indicate demolished 
buildings.A prehistoric flint flake and an iron Roman knife were found 
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PrefRef Period GridRef Description 
33995 Prehistoric TG 3916 

2187 
A NAU watching brief involving fieldwalking and metal detecting in advance of 
the Bacton to Great Yarmouth gas pipeline recovered one prehistoric worked 
flint blade at this site. 

33996 Palaeolithic 
to Post-
medieval 

TG 3918 
2166 

A NAU watching brief involving fieldwalking and metal detecting in advance of 
the Bacton to Great Yarmouth gas pipeline recovered one prehistoric burnt flint 
and post-medieval pottery and metalwork including a cutlery handle and a door 
knob back plate. 

33997 Palaeolithic 
to Post-
medieval 

TG 3927 
2131 

An NAU watching brief that carried out fieldwalking and metal detecting in 
advance of the Bacton to Great Yarmouth gas pipeline recovered prehistoric 
flints including a blade and a flake and medieval and post-medieval pottery at 
this site. 

33998 Palaeolithic 
to Medieval 

TG 3933 
2086 

An NAU watching brief that carried out fieldwalking and metal detecting in 
advance of the Bacton to Great Yarmouth gas pipeline recovered a prehistoric 
worked flint and scraper and a medieval dress fastener at this site. 

34222 Undated TG 3917 
2205 

Observations were made at this archaeological site during the laying of a gas 
pipeline from Bacton to Yarmouth. The report has yet to be completed. 

35020 Palaeolithic 
to Roman 

TG 3818 
2305 

A prehistoric retouched flint flake and three pieces of Roman pottery were 
found on the surface in 1997. A further prehistoricworked flint was found in 
2003 

35525 Early 
Neolithic to 

Roman 

TG 3973 
2146 

A possible late prehistoric to Roman date polygonal enclosure, probably a 
farmstead, is visible on aerial photographs to thesouth of Staithe Farm, 
Catfield. Several round houses may be located within the enclosure and 
fragments of an associatedfield system are visible to the west of the main 
enclosure. 

36106 Bronze Age TG 4047 
2338 

The cropmarks of a ring ditch, probably the remains of a Bronze Age round 
barrow, are visible on aerial photographs to the southwest of Hickling Green. 

40022 Medieval to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 38 22 Metal detecting in 2003 recovered a medieval coin and coin weight. Also found 
were two medieval or post-medieval weights. 
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PrefRef Period GridRef Description 

40862 Roman to 
Medieval 

TG 38 21 Metal detecting at this site has recovered two 2nd century AD Roman coins, 
Roman, Late Saxon and medieval pottery, two medieval lead weights and 
some undated metalworking waste. 

40980 Early 
Neolithic to 

Post-
medieval 

TG 38 21 Metal detecting at this site has recovered one Roman coin and medieval 
metalwork as well as a late prehistoric flint flake and Romano-British, medieval 
and post-medieval pottery. 

43274 Post-
medieval to 

Modern 

TG 38757 
21813 

This is the site of a brickworks marked on an Ordnance Survey map of 1883. A 
blacksmith's is also marked on the map as well as other buildings. 

43746 Post-
medieval 

TG 40173 
21439 

The cropmarks of linear features, probably post-medieval drainage ditches, are 
visible on aerial photographs to the south of Catfield Common. These run 
parallel to the main drain defining the edge of fen and Mrs Myhill’s Marsh. 

43748 Neolithic TG 40530 
23517 

The cropmarks of a possible elongated ovoid enclosure, potentially the 
remains of a long barrow or mortuary enclosure, are visible on aerial 
photographs to the southwest of Hickling Green. The cropmarks of this feature 
are quite ephemeral and it is possible that some of the marks are agricultural 
and not archaeological in origin. 

43749 Early Iron 
Age to 
Roman 

TG 40449 
23449 

The cropmarks of undated, but possibly Iron Age to Roman, linear ditches and 
possible field boundaries are visible on aerial photographs to the southwest of 
Hickling Green. A Bronze Age round barrow (NHER 36106) is located within 
the centre of the site and one of the linear ditches possibly appears to join to 
the northern side of the barrow ditch. 

43763 Unknown TG 40685 
23859 

The cropmarks of undated linear ditches are visible on aerial photographs to 
the northwest of Brightmere Farm, Hickling. At least one of these features 
appears to pre-date the Stalham Road running past the Farm and Hickling 
Green. The archaeological nature of these parallel linear ditches is not clear, 
they are too widely spaced to be trackway. It is possible that they represent a 
land boundary of some sort. 
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PrefRef Period GridRef Description 

44813 Bronze Age TG 40412 
24351 

The cropmarks of a dispersed group of multi-period and undated ditches are 
visible on aerial photographs to the north and south of Whinmere Farm, 
Hickling. These cropmarks are located within the vicinity of the several other 
phases of cropmarks; NHER 44807 and 45218-9, which are a series of 
enclosures and fields potentially dating from the late prehistoric to Roman 
period, plus a number of isolated ring ditches (NHER 29749, 44906, 44814, 
45220) and several pre-post-medieval field systems and boundaries (NHER 
11876 and 44815). The cropmarks recorded under this multi-period site do not 
appear to fit into any specific phase. 

45489 Cold War to 
Modern 

TG 40526 
22826 

Report of foundations found in garden revealed to be remains of large mid 20th 
century greenhouses. 

49311 Early Bronze 
Age to 
Roman 

TG 38073 
22536 

The cropmarks of a group of undated and multi-period ditches, probably former 
field boundaries, some of which may be late prehistoric to Roman in date, are 
visible on aerial photographs to the north of Plumsgate Road, Sutton. 

49313 Roman to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 38304 
21914 

The cropmarks of a group of multi-period ditches, probably former field 
boundaries, are visible on aerial photographs to the east of Catfield village. 
Elements of these cropmarks are likely to be Roman and post-medieval in 
date. 

49315 Roman TG 38467 
24262 

The cropmarks of a group of undated and multi-period ditches, probably former 
field boundaries, some of which may be Roman in date, are visible on aerial 
photographs to the north and south of Rectory Road, Sutton. 

49316 Roman to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 38454 
21319 

The cropmarks of a group of field boundaries and trackways, potentially of 
predominantly Roman date, are visible on aerial photographs to the east of 
Catfield village. The cropmarks recorded represent more than one phase of 
enclosure and ditches and it is likely that some of these additional field 
boundaries are post-medieval in date. 

49320 Medieval to 
Post-

medieval 
 

TG 38919 
21183 

The cropmarks of a group of predominantly post-medieval ditches and a 
trackway are visible on aerial photographs to the north of Mill Lane, Catfield. 
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49321 Roman to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 39425 
22529 

The cropmarks of a group of multi-period ditches, representing enclosures and 
former field boundaries, elements of which may be Roman and post-medieval 
in date, are visible on aerial photographs to the south of Boundary Farm, 
Sutton/Catfield. 

49322 Post-
medieval 

TG 38513 
22816 

The cropmarks of post-medieval field boundaries are visible on aerial 
photographs to the southeast of Sutton village. The layout of the fields is 
recorded on the 1841 Sutton Tithe map. 

49323 Early Iron 
Age to 
Roman 

TG 38173 
22672 

The cropmarks of a small square enclosure of unknown date and origin are 
visible on aerial photographs to the north of Plumsgate Road, Sutton. It is 
possible that this enclosure represents the remains of an Iron Age or Roman 
square barrow or similar funerary monument. 

49326 Early Bronze 
Age to 
Roman 

TG 40173 
23614 

The cropmarks of rectilinear enclosure of unknown, but possible late 
prehistoric to Roman date, are visible on aerial photographs to the east of Mill 
Cottages, Hickling. 

49329 Roman TG 39719 
24130 

The cropmarks of a group of former field boundaries of unknown, but possible 
Roman date, are visible on aerial photographs to the north of Sutton Mill, 
Sutton. 

49330 Roman TG 39073 
24030 

The cropmarks of a group of undated and multi-period ditches, representing 
enclosures, field boundaries and trackways, some of which may be Roman in 
date, are visible on aerial photographs to the southwest of Sutton Hall, Sutton. 

49331 Roman to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 39600 
23521 

The cropmarks of a group of undated and multi-period ditches, representing 
enclosures and former field boundaries, some of which may be Roman in date, 
are visible on aerial photographs to the south of Sutton Mill, Sutton. 

49332 Roman TG 39072 
23269 

The cropmarks of a group of former field boundaries of unknown, but possible 
Roman date, are visible on aerial photographs to the west of Bray Farm, 
Hickling Road, Sutton. 

49333 Roman TG 38946 
22911 

The cropmarks of a group of former field boundaries of unknown, but possible 
Roman date, are visible on aerial photographs to the south of Hickling Road, 
Sutton. 
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49334 Roman to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 39663 
21871 

The cropmarks of a group of multiphase ditches, many of which are likely to be 
former field boundaries, are visible on aerial photographs to the west of 
Guttermere Bridge, Hickling. 

49335 Medieval to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 39489 
21402 

The cropmarks of a trackway of unknown, but probably medieval to post-
medieval date, are visible on aerial photographs to the east of Heath Farm, 
Catfield. 

49341 Post-
medieval 

TG 38848 
23728 

A group of extraction areas are visible on aerial photographs as both 
earthworks and soilmarks to the south of Sutton Church. It is possible that the 
site represents the remains of clay pits dug for the brickworks located to the 
east of the site (NHER 8334). 

51664 Roman to 
Post-

medieval 

TG 39106 
24007 

Metal-detecting in 2008 recovered Roman, medieval and post-medieval coins 
and post-medieval metal objects including two buckles. 

57018 Medieval TG 39 24 Metal detecting in 2008 recovered a fragment of a medieval rotary key. 
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Appendix 4  
 
Listed Building Data 
 
DBA 
ID 

Norfolk 
HER 
Ref 

LB ID GRADE Distance 
to turbine 

m 

Name Description GridRef 

1 8338 224364 I 1742 All Saints' 
Church, 
Catfield 

The tower, nave and aisles are both 14th century and 
the chancel is 15th century. The tower was restored 
in 1973.  

TG 3818 
2125 

2 13197 223699 II* 2900 Stalham Hall Stalham Hall built c. 1670, for Robert Puckle of 
Norwich (1625-75) and restored in 1935-36. Built 
Brick, partly rendered and with pantile roofs. 

TG 3794 
2495 

3 8334 223706 II* 1388 Sutton Mill, 
New Road 

Tower corn mill built 1789, rebuilt 1859 following fire. 
Brick circular tapering tower, tarred below, painted 
white above. Timber boat shaped cap.  

TG 3962 
2389 

4 8335 223704 II* 1576 St Michael's 
Church,  
Sutton 

Church mainly built in the early 14th century with 
alterations and additions of late 15th century date. 
Restored in 1848 and re-roofed in 1891. Built of flint 
with ashlar dressings and slate roofs. 

TG 3885 
2395 

5 8393 223648 II* 2718 St Mary's 
Church, 
Hickling 

Church mainly in the late 14th century with a 15th 
century tower. The main body of the church was 
restored in 1875-76 and the tower was restored in 
1890. Built of flint with ashlar dressings and slate 
roofs. 

TG 4149 
2426 

6 8394 236644 II* 1558 Tower mill Tower windmill built in 1817. Brick circular tapering 
tower with weatherboarded boat-shaped cap 7 
storeys high.  

TG 4087 
2301 

7 17842 224365 II 1021 Heath 
Farmhouse 

Farmhouse with early 17th century origins, rebuilt in 
the 18th century and further altered in the 19th 
century. Evidence of an earlier timber framed 
structure exists.  

TG 3928 
2145 
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DBA 
ID 

Norfolk 
HER 
Ref 

LB ID GRADE Distance 
to turbine 

m 

Name Description GridRef 

8 30683 223703 II 3023 The Old 
Granary 

Wherry granary, built c.1808 and restored in 1977. 
Built of brick with a pantile roof. An excellent example 
of rare industrial building. 

TG 3733 
2469 

9 30684 223710 II 1993 High Cottage, 
Rectory Road 

House built 1697 of brick with a thatched roof.  TG 3862 
2431 

10 43070 223650 II 2695 Hickling Hall Brick built house c.1700 with vitrified headers and a 
slate roof. 

TG 41245 
24476 

11 43071 223647 II 2178 High Hill 
House 

Brick house with a thatched roof built c.1770.  TG 41108 
23880 

12 43072 223645 II 944 Poplar 
Farmhouse 

18th century farmhouse, refronted c. 1820, brick with 
a black glazed pantile roof. 

TG 40294 
22848 

13 46642 224369 II 1870 Barn at Wood 
Street Farm,  

Mid 18th century barn built of brick with a thatched 
roof.  

TG 37599 
22054 

14 46690 223701 II 2870 Stewards 
House 

A house built c.1700 of brick with a pantiled roof, the 
pantiles on south roof slope black glazed.  

TG 3801 
2497 

15 47243 223696 II 2621 The Thatched 
Cottage, Field 
Road 

An early 18th century core, altered in the 19th and 
20th century. Roughcast and whitewashed brick with 
thatched roof. 

TG 3820 
2482 

16 47244 223700 II 2870 Barn at 
Stalham Hall 
Farm 

An early 18th century Barn. Brick built on a brick 
plinth with thatched roof.  

TG 3800 
2498 

17 47371 223702 II 2680 Walnut 
Cottage, 
Cottage. 

An early 18th century house, builtr of  whitewashed 
brick to south front with a thatched roof. 

TG 3816 
2486 

18 47372 223705 II 1209 Durrants 
Farmhouse, 
Church Road 

Farmhouse of 17th century date, built of bricks and 
flints with a thatched roof. To rear a late 20th century 
gabled extension of brick and thatch. 
 

TG 3896 
2361 
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DBA 
ID 

Norfolk 
HER 
Ref 

LB ID GRADE Distance 
to turbine 

m 

Name Description GridRef 

19 47527 223698 II 2486 The 
Homestead, 
Old Yarmouth 
Road 

An early 18th century house built of flint and brick, 
roughcast and whitewashed to rear with a thatched 
roof. 

TG 3818 
2463 

20 47636 224360 II 1698 Church 
Cottage, 
Church Road 

An early 19th century house colourwashed and 
roughcast brick with a thatched roof.  

TG 38202 
21294 

21 47650 223709 II 1403 Stone Cottage, 
Old Yarmouth 
Road 

Two late 18th century cottages, now one house flint 
with brick dressings and a pantile roof.  

TG 3858 
2362 

22 47826 224368 II 1820 Lychgate, 
Wood Street 
Road 

An early 18th century house rendered and 
colourwashed brick with a thatched roof.  

TG 37658 
21992 

23 8334 223707 II 1388 Granary to 
Sutton Mill 

Granary attached to tower mill built 1859. Brick with a 
slate roof.  

TG 3962 
2389 

24 8334 223708 II 1388 Sutton Mill 
House 

House built 1789 as miller's house for adjoining 
windmill. Gault brick facade, colourwashed red brick 
returns with a concrete corrugated tiled roof.  

TG 3962 
2389 

25 8339 224361 II 1985 Catfield Hall A mid 18th century house, refaced in gault brick in the 
early 19th century, otherwise built of red brick with a 
black glazed pantile roof. 

TG 3780 
2129 

26 8396 224359 II 2119 Swim Coot's 
wind pump 

A brick built tower windpump of mid 19th century 
date.  

TG 4113 
2121 

 


