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Summary 
 
WNF 028, proposed Earth Shelter House, Little Priory, Church Street, Wangford with 

Henham: A single trial trench evaluation was carried out in advance of the construction 

of a proposed earth shelter dwelling. Under deep deposits of likely post-medieval date, 

two significant archaeological features were encountered at the southern end of the 

trench. A partly revealed possible footing of flint cobbles and mortar was encountered in 

the extreme south-east corner of the trench. The footing cut a large irregularly-based 

feature (possibly a series of ditches) which contained medieval pottery of 13th to 14th 

century date.  
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1. Introduction 
 

A single trial trench evaluation was carried out on land adjacent to Little Priory, Church 

Street, Wangford (TM 4661 7903). This work was in accordance with an archaeological 

condition relating to planning permission granted by Waveney District Council (Planning 

Application number: DC/10/0031) for a proposed earth shelter dwelling. The fieldwork 

was conducted by the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service (SCCAS), Field 

Team, on Wednesday, 20th October 2010. 

 

 

2. Location, geology and topography 
 

The site is centred at National Grid Reference TM 4661 7903 and encompasses an 

area of approximately 1,100m2. The area under investigation is just below the 10m 

contour. It is located within the centre of Wangford to the south of the Church of St 

Peter and St Paul (Fig. 1).  

 

The published Quaternary geology of the site is glacial sand and gravel (British 

Geological Survey, East Anglia, Sheet 52N 00, Quaternary). Sands and gravel with 

minor inter-beds of silt and clay would be expected in this area. The natural geological 

deposits encountered during trenching consisted of mid yellow sand and gravel. 

 

The site is located on a gentle western slope, which becomes steeper to the west of the 

site where it eventually leads down to the River Wang. The eastern edge of the site is 

bounded by a low bank. This feature has previously been archaeologically investigated 

and shown to be of modern origin (Good 2008b). A band of trees occupy the north of 

the site and these form a boundary with the adjacent churchyard to the north. A well 

established hedge runs along the southern boundary, before the ground gives way to a 

deeply cut lane beyond. 
 

The site is located in an area of Rolling Estate Sandlands, as defined in Suffolk County 

Council’s Suffolk Landscape Character Assessment (www.suffolklandscape.org.uk). 

The key characteristics of this landscape type are as follows: 
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• Sloping or rolling river terraces and coastal slopes  

• Sandy and free draining soils with areas of heathland  

• Late enclosure with a pattern of tree belts and straight hedges  

• Parklands  

• A focus of settlement in the Estate Sandlands landscape  

• In the east are19th century red brick buildings with black glazed pantiles  

• Tree belts and plantations throughout  

• Occasional and significant semi natural woodlands and ribbons of wet woodland  

• Complex and intimate landscape on valley sides  
 

 

 
Plate 1.  General view of trench looking north; feature 0009 under excavation 
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Figure 1.  Site location
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3. Archaeological background 
 

The historic and archaeological significance of the site has previously been investigated 

(Breen 2007, Good 2008a, 2008b). The following description summarises their findings.  

 

The site is located c.40m south of the parish church of St Peter and St Paul (WNF 005). 

It is likely that this church is superimposed over and could incorporate parts of the 

earlier monastic church of the Augustinian Priory (WNF 001). It is possible that the 

present site could be within the priory precinct. 

 

The monitoring of building works at Little Priory (WNF 024) to the east of the church 

revealed disarticulated human bone, probably originating from the churchyard but now 

incorporated into modern pits and features. 

 

An earlier evaluation south of Little Priory (WNF 025) and to the east of the present site 

revealed prehistoric features (Neolithic/Early Bronze Age) to the east and a large 

extraction pit and other medieval features to the west and north-west of the adjacent 

site. 

 

 

4. Methodology 
 

The archaeological evaluation took place on October 20th, 2010, and was conducted in 

accordance with a Brief and Specification produced by Jess Tipper of SCCAS, 

Conservation Team (Tipper, 2010; Appendix 1). 

 

A single north to south trial trench was positioned running through the middle of the site 

to sample the area within the footprint of the proposed building and of the driveway 

coming from the north (Plate 1). It was not possible to extend the trench towards the 

north of the site because of the dense covering of trees at this end of the plot. 

 

The trench was 29m long and was dug with a wheeled digger with a 1.5m wide 

toothless ditching bucket. The trench was c.600mm deep at its northern end and 
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c.800mm at the south. Topsoil and other overburden were removed by the machine to 

reveal either undisturbed geological deposits or archaeological features. 

 

Archaeological features, soil horizons and the natural stratum were recorded using a 

unique sequence of context numbers in the range 0001–0012. They were drawn in plan 

(at scales of 1:50) and in section (at a scale of 1:20) on 290mm x 420mm sheets of 

gridded drawing film. Written records were made on pro forma context recording sheets. 

A digital photographic record was made, consisting of high-resolution .jpg images. 

Selected deposits were sampled for environmental analysis. The trench edges were 

measured in from the boundaries of the site 

 

Due to the previous wet conditions, the depth of deposits encountered and the piling of 

spoil up-slope from the trench, part of the trench edge suffered collapse during 

excavation of feature 0009. For this reason 0009 was not photographed or the section 

drawn against the baulk. 

 

The site has been given the Historic Environment Record (HER) code WNF 028. All 

elements of the site archive are identified with this code. An OASIS record has been 

initiated and the reference code suffolkc1-89911 has been used for this project. 
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 5. Results 
 

A thick sandy loam topsoil of up to 400mm depth (layer 0002) lay over a silty sand 

subsoil of 200mm thickness (layer 0003). Under this were natural geological deposits 

consisting of yellow sand with rounded flint gravel patches (0004).  

 

At the southern end of the trench modern deposits were encountered between 0002 

and 0003 (Plate 2). Layer 0005 was located under the topsoil between approximately 

5m and 10m from the end of the trench while the more considerable layer 0006 

extended for a full 10m from the southern end. Pale yellow loose sand of c.100mm 

thickness (layer 0005) was over a deposit of dark grey brown loam (layer 0006) which 

was up to 250mm in thickness. Layer 0006 contained post-medieval pottery and at least 

one piece of disarticulated human bone.  

 

Feature 0007 (Fig. 3, Plate 2) was encountered in the south-eastern corner of the 

trench and ran northwards along the eastern trench edge (length 2.8m+, width 700mm+ 

and depth 400mm). This was a shallow, linear cut with only the western edge and part 

of the northern end revealed within the trench. Where excavated it revealed a fairly 

sharp break of slope at the top with gently sloping concave sides with an imperceptible 

break of slope to a flat base.  

 

Fill 0008 (Fig. 3, Plate 2) consisted of alternate bands of, from top: large flint cobbles, 

some broken, with loose mortar; yellow sand; medium flints with soft mortar; yellow 

sand with small rounded flints; mixed flint cobbles, small rounded flints and sand; and, 

at the base, mid brown sand with small to medium rounded flints. It seems likely that 

this feature is part of a foundation. At its northern end 0007 cut the fill of feature 0009. 

 

At 2m from the south end of the trench was feature 0009 (Fig. 3, Plate 1). Partly sample 

excavated along the eastern edge of the trench before the trench sides collapsed, its 

undulating base suggested initially that it was an irregular pit. It appearance in plan with 

parallel sides, c.4.5m apart, might suggest however that this was a ditch and the 

irregular base might be due to more than one ditch being present (e.g. recuts), although 

these could not be recognised in section before the collapse. No linear features on this 

alignment were detected within nearby Trench 6 of site WNF 025.  
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Where seen, cut 0009 had a gradually sloping northern edge with an uneven base. Its 

maximum depth from the base of the trench was 660mm. Its upper fill was 0010 which 

was mid reddish brown silty sand, which was over basal fill 0011. This deposit was mid 

brown silty sand with paler sandy lenses. Pottery finds from these fills suggest a 

medieval date of between the 12th and 14th centuries.  

 

Feature group 0012 consisted of a line of five post-settings, two of which contained 

traces of fairly fresh looking wood. Running north to south with the trench and therefore 

parallel with the western boundary of the site, these appeared to be of quite recent 

origin and probably represent an earlier boundary or a sub-division of the plot. None of 

these features were excavated. 

 

A full list of contexts is shown in Table 1.  

 

 
Plate 2.  Footing 0007, overlain by modern deposits 0005 and 0006 
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Context no. Type Description 

0001 Finds Unstratified finds, whole trench 

 

0002 Layer Topsoil. Sandy loam of 350-400mm thickness, stonier band at c.300mm depth 

 

0003 Layer Subsoil. Mid brown friable silty sand of c.200mm thickness. At S end of trench dark 

dump layer 0006 was over this. Feature 0009 probably cut this layer but this was 

difficult to check due to collapse of trench edge 

 

0004 Deposit Natural. Mid to pale yellow loose sand with moderate small to medium rounded flint 

gravel. Patches of root disturbance all along trench but particularly at N end near trees 

 

0005 Layer Spread of pale yellow loose sand of c.100mm thickness. Probably modern make-up 

between 0002 and 0006 at S end of trench only 

 

0006 Layer Spread of dark grey brown loam of c.250mm max thickness, S end of trench only 

extending for c.10m. Probable recent make-up over 0008. Contains human bone – 

possibly derived from work undertaken in 1950s around church and suspected to have 

been dumped here 

 

0007 Cut  Cut for possible footing. Possible N-S running linear, partly revealed along E and S 

edges of trench. Only W edge and base of feature observed in trench: fairly steep bos 

top, gently sloping concave sides with imperceptible bos to flat base. Length 2.8m+ 

(cont. to S), width 700mm+ (cont. to E), depth 400mm. Cuts 0010, upper fill of feature 

0009 

 

0008 Fill Layered footing with bands of cobbles, sand, mortared flints etc of c400mm thickness 

 

0009 Cut Ditch or pit near S end of trench. Gradually sloping N edge, uneven base. Filled by 

0010 and 0011. Depth 660mm from base of trench, extends for c.5m along trench for 

full width of trench. Possible extraction pit but could be series of NE-SW ditches? 

Sectioned not photographed due to collapse of edge of trench 

 

0010 Fill Upper fill of 0009. Mid reddish brown friable silty sand with occasional charcoal flecks 

and frags. Finds: pot, bone, heated flint. Sample 1 

 

0011 Fill Lower fill of 0009. Mid brown friable silty sand with lenses of pale brown silty sand and 

pale yellow sand. With v occasional small rounded stones, occ charcoal flecks and 

frags. Finds: pot, bone. Sample 2 

 

0012 Group Line of 5 N-S running posts, most with traces of wood intact, probably 20th century. Not 

excavated 

 

Table 1. Context list 
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6. Finds and environmental evidence 
 

Richenda Goffin 

6.1 Introduction 
 
Finds were collected from four contexts, as shown in the table below. 
 
Context Pottery CBM Animal bone  Flint Miscellaneous Spotdate 
 No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g   

0001 1 34        13th-14th C 
0005 7 122 2 61 1 15 1 5 1 human bone @ 

190g, 1 oyst frag 
@ 1g 

Med, post-
med 

0010 55 716 1 12 8 53   2 oyster @ 24g, 2 
burnt flint @ 22g,  
fishbone from 
Sample 1 

13th-14th C 

0011 3 25   3 69   Med sherd from 
Sample 2 

12th-14th C 

Total 66 897 3 73 12 137 1 5   
Table 2. Finds quantities 

 
 
6.2 Pottery 
 
A total of sixty-six fragments of pottery was recovered from the evaluation (897g). The 

assemblage dates to the medieval and post-medieval periods. The pottery was fully 

catalogued (Appendix 2). Additional medieval sherds were noted in the soil samples 

from contexts 0010 and 0011, but these have not been included in the table above.  

 

A large medieval assemblage was recovered from two fills of feature 0009. A total of 55 

sherds were found in the upper fill 0010. The group was made up of a range of 

medieval wheelthrown coarsewares. These were varying in their appearance, with most 

of them being pale orange to dark grey in colour and having sandy fabrics. Many of 

them showed similarities to Hollesley type wares, but the fabrics were not differentiated 

and they were classified by the collective term of medieval coarsewares. Some fabrics 

were characterised by coarser sand inclusions and these may date to slightly earlier in 

the overall date range. The square rims of four jars shows that the context dates to the 

13th-14th century. In addition one jar with a plain everted thickened rim is likely to date 

to the 11th-12th century. Some of the pottery was sooted. Three further body sherds of 

sooted medieval coarseware were found in the lower fill 0011.  
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Four post-medieval sherds were found in the sandy spread 0005. Three of these date to 

the nineteenth century, but three sherds of medieval pottery were also identified from 

this feature. 

 

6.3 Ceramic building material 
 
Three small fragments of ceramic building material were collected overall (73g). A 

fragment of curved tile, probably part of a post-medieval pantile and another fragment of 

fully oxidised roofing tile was found in spread 0005. A small abraded fragment with a 

sandy fabric with flint inclusions may date to the late medieval to early post-medieval 

period, from fill 0010 may perhaps be intrusive.   

 

6.4 Flint 
Identified by Colin Pendleton 
 
A single fragment of worked flint was collected from spread 0005. It is an unpatinated 

long flake with limited edge retouch on the long edges and partially along the distal end, 

which is also partially hinge fractured. It has shallow parallel flake scars on the dorsal 

face. It dates to the later prehistoric period and is probably Neolithic or Early Bronze 

Age in date.  

 

6.5 Burnt flint  
Two piece of burnt flint were recovered from fill 0010.  

 

6.6 Human skeletal remains 
Mike Feider 
 

A single left tibia from an adult human was found in spread 0005, with a fragment of 

unidentifiable medium sized mammal bone.  

 
6.7 Animal bone 
Mike Feider 
 
Twelve fragments of animal bone were recovered from the evaluation, weighing 137g.  

A rib from a medium-sized mammal and a large mammal lumbar and cervical vertebra 

were found in fill 0011. The cervical vertebrae displayed several fine cut-marks on the 

lateral surfaces. The largest quantity of bone was recovered from fill 0010. This 

contained fragments of a pig ulna, cow scapula, sheep/goat tibia, a pheasant coracoid, 

two medium-sized mammal ribs, a medium-sized mammal thoracic vertebra, and an 
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ulna from a juvenile sheep/goat.  All of the remains were in very good condition, apart 

from the shaft fragment from spread 0005, which displayed significant surface 

weathering. In addition fragments of fishbone were identified amongst the material 

recovered through the flotation of the plant macrofossil samples.  

 

6.8 Shell 
 
Fragments of oyster shell were recorded from spread 0005 and fill 0010.  
 
 
6.9 Plant macrofossils 
Rachel Fosberry 
 
Introduction and methods  
 
The flots from two bulk samples taken from a medieval feature were submitted to the 

Environmental Department at Oxford Archaeology East for an initial assessment in 

order to assess the quality of preservation of plant remains and their potential to provide 

useful data as part of further archaeological investigations. 

 

The flots had been obtained by the manual flotation of bulk samples carried out by a 

member of the Suffolk Archaeology team using a 0.3mm mesh sieve. The dried flots 

were scanned using a binocular microscope at x16 magnification and the presence of 

any plant remains or other artefacts are noted on Table 3. Identification of plant remains 

is with reference to the Digital Seed Atlas of the Netherlands and the authors' own 

reference collection.  

 
Quantification  
 
For the purpose of this initial assessment, items such as seeds, cereal grains and small 

animal bones have been scanned and recorded qualitatively according to the following 

categories  
# = 1-10, ## = 11-50, ### = 51+ specimens 
 
Items that cannot be easily quantified such as charcoal, magnetic residues and 

fragmented bone have been scored for abundance 
+ = rare, ++ = moderate, +++ = abundant 
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Results  
 
Sample No Context Cut No Feature type Flot contents 

1 10 9 Upper fill of feature Charcoal +++, charred cereal grains  # ,weed
   seeds  #, legumes  #, hammerscale + 

    2 11 9 Lower fill of feature Charcoal ++, charred ceral grains #, weed
     seeds  #, legumes  #, hammerscale + 

Table 3. Plant macrofossils  

 

Preservation is predominantly by charring although mineralisation occurs in Sample 2, 

lower feature fill 0011. Charcoal fragments are common and consist of wood charcoal. 

 

Charred cereal grains occur in low numbers (less than 15 specimens) in both samples. 

Wheat (Triticum sp.) grains predominate with occasional rye (Secale cereale) grains 

and a single barley (Hordeum sp.) grain occurring in Sample 2. 

 

Legumes in the form of beans (Vicia faba) and peas (Pisum sativum) occur in low 

quantities (less than 5 specimens) in both of the samples. 

 

Occasional charred weed seeds are present and include grass seeds (Poaceae), vetch 

(Vicia sp.), brome (Bromus sp.) and a fragment of knapweed/cornflower (Centaurea 

sp.). A single mineralised seed of bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara) was recovered from 

Sample 2 along with a mineralised millipede segment. 

 

Small bones are present in both samples and include rodent and possibly amphibian 

bones. Four fish bones were noted in Sample 2. 

 

Hammerscale was retrieved from both samples. Spheroids occur in both samples and a 

single flake of hammerscale was found in Sample 2. 

 
Discussion  
 
The plant remains recovered from the medieval feature 0009 are dominated by cereal 

grains. Although they are present in small quantities, they do indicate that cereals were 

being locally utilised. The weed seed assemblage, though small, is generally consistent 

with plants likely to be harvested as crop contaminants. The cereals, along with other 

dietary remains, namely fish bone and legumes, are probably derived from low-density 

deposits of domestic refuse and/or hearth waste into the feature. 
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The plant assemblages from the two deposits are similar in content; the only significant 

difference being the presence of mineralised plant and invertebrate remains in the lower 

deposit. The occurrence of a mineralised seed of bittersweet is unusual as the berries 

from this plant are poisonous to man. The plant does have medicinal properties and the 

berries are edible for birds. 

 

Small bones occur in both deposits but fish bones were only noted in the flot of Sample 

2, although fish bone was recovered from both of the sample residues.  

 

The presence of hammerscale indicates that smithing activities were taking place in the 

near vicinity. Both spheroids and a single flake were noted in the flots. Flake 

hammerscale is indicative of general smithing activities but spheroids are only produced 

during high temperature welding and smithing of primary bloom. 

 

Further Work and Methods Statement  
 
No further work on the plant macrofossil assemblage is required. Identification of the 

small bone elements may be informative. 

 

If further work is planned in this area, environmental sampling should still be considered 

as these results show that there is potential for the recovery of plant macrofossils. 

Specific sampling for magnetic residues should be included. 

 
6.10 Finds discussion 
 
The finds assemblage demonstrates some evidence of prehistoric activity, consisting of 

a redeposited flint of later prehistoric date and two burnt flint fragments. The struck flint 

is of a similar date to the three flints recovered from the previous evaluation nearby 

(Good 2008b). The majority of the pottery is medieval, with most of the diagnostic rims 

present in fill 0010 being dated to the 13th-14th century. A range of fabric variants is 

represented, with some sherds which are likely to date to around the 12th century rather 

than later. Feature 0009 provides further evidence of the location of the site within the 

Priory, and the medieval village settlement. The presence of small quantities of 

macrofossils and animal bones including fishbone, together with oyster shell, and 

pottery does suggest this feature contained domestic refuse, whilst the appearance of 

hammerscale indicates that smithing was occurring nearby during the medieval period. 
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The fragment of redeposited human bone is also likely to be evidence of medieval 

burials associated with the Priory or the nearby church.  

 

 
7.  Conclusions and recommendations for further work 
 

The deep soil deposits encountered might be partly due to hillwash and colluvial 

processes but dumping of soils on the plot is suspected and modern made ground was 

identified within the adjacent site (WNF 025). Layers 0005 and 0006 are probably of 

post-medieval or more recent date. The site owners believe that soil removed from near 

the churchyard was dumped here during the 1950s and this might account for the 

human bone recovered from 0006. 

 

The possible structural feature 0007 appears to be a flint and mortar footing, although it 

was only partly seen in the trench and was thus not confirmed to be structural. The 

client’s architect was aware that a structure was recorded nearby on the OS map of 

c.1920 (Fig. 4). The trench, however, did not extend to the structure as shown on the 

OS map, although the registration of the modern plan with the historic map can not be 

assured. The construction technique, although undated, is likely to be pre-20th century. 

Given that no structures are shown at this location on the 1st and 2nd edition maps of 

c.1880 and c.1910 respectively, it is probable that this feature belongs to an earlier 

period. This footing cut feature 0009, which has been dated to the 13th to 14th 

centuries. Footing 0007 is likely to be therefore of late medieval or post-medieval date. 

 

Feature 0009 appeared to have an uneven base and might represent more than one 

feature. The sides were parallel so this feature could represent a north-east to south-

west running ditch (the uneven base possible due to a number of re-cuts). No ditches 

on this alignment were, however, encountered in the almost adjacent Trench 6 of site 

WNF 025. Unfortunately due to the severe collapse of the trench edge this feature could 

not be fully investigated. 

 

Feature 0009 contained two fills (upper 0010 and lower 0011) that produced good 

quantities of finds with pottery dating from the 13th and 14th centuries. The presence of 

cereal grains, legumes and fish bones indicate an abundance of domestic debris and 

likely medieval habitation nearby. Interestingly, sample residues also revealed evidence 
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for metalworking – both general and primary bloom smithing – so industrial processing 

nearby is also likely. 

 

 
Fig 4. Site and trench location in relation to 1920s O.S. map 

 

Archaeological remains appear to be restricted to the south end of the trench. The 

features encountered could either be situated within the abbey precinct or linked with 

settlement and activity beyond. Feature 0009 contained material of medieval date which 

was possibly contemporary with the monastic centre to the north.  The flint and mortar 

footing 0007 could belong to a later period. If feature 0009 represents one or more 

ditches these could indicate either the southern limit of the abbey precinct or of property 

boundaries, possibly associated with the sunken lane to the south of the site. 

 

It is recommended that deep ground interventions across the southern third of the site 

be investigated archaeologically. Any groundworks of 600mm or more depth are likely 

to damage archaeological remains and some form of mitigation would be required. 

Shallower interventions of up to 400mm depth would allow a 200mm buffer and would 

pose little threat to the archaeology and thus remains could be left in situ.  
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Should deep groundworks of over 600mm depth be required, it is suggested that the 

site should be stripped to the level of the archaeological deposits and then excavated 

within the footprint of the proposed building. It is also recommended that the access 

road and any service runs be monitored. Further environmental sampling should be 

undertaken and samples should also be checked for metalworking debris.  

 

 

8. Archive deposition  
 

Paper, photographic and digital archive: SCCAS Ipswich –  

St Edmund House, Rope Walk, Ipswich, Suffolk IP4 1LZ 

 

Finds archive: SCCAS Bury St Edmunds –  

8-10 The Churchyard, Shire Hall, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 2AR 

Main store: K/121/5 
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Appendix 2. WNF 028 Pottery catalogue 
 

 Context No Ceramic Period Fabric Form Sherd No Weight  State Comments Fabric date range Context date 

 0001 MED MCW JAR 1 34 S Squared rim 13th-14th C 
 0005 PM GRE BOWL 1 45 S 16th-18th C 
 0005 PM ENGS BODY 1 13 Probably London stoneware 17th-19th C 
 0005 PM IRON DISH 2 39 Transfer printed wares, pearlware, floral border 19th C+ 19th C+ 
 0005 M MCW BODY 3 25 S 12th-14th C 
 0010 M MCW JAR 4 76 Pale orange to dk grey, all squared rims 13th-14th C 
 0010 M MCW JAR 1 16 S Internal thumbed rim decoration 
 0010 M MCW JAR 1 14 Plain everted thickened rim, probably 11th-12th C 11th-12th C 
 0010 M MCW JAR 1 9 Club shaped beaded rim 
 0010 M MCW BODY 48 601 Miscellaneous body sherds 
 0011 M MCW BODY 3 25 12th-14th C 
 


