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Summary 
 

ENF 130430, Thetford Riverside (former site of Anchor Hotel), Bridge Street, Thetford, 

Norfolk: An archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was carried out at the former 

Anchor Hotel site, which forms part of the proposed Thetford Riverside development. 

Two trenches (total area 38m2) were excavated close to the Bridge Street frontage, 

supplementing a previous phase of evaluation of the site carried out in 2010. 

 

The site is located close to the present south bank of the Little Ouse River and just to 

the west of its confluence with the River Thet. River terrace gravels of glaciofluvial origin 

were encountered at a maximum height of 8.20m OD in the south-western part of the 

site. These sloped down to the northeast, where they were overlaid by more recent 

fluvial deposits of sand and gravel; this indicates that the northern part of the site was 

formerly within the channel of a fast-flowing stream. 

 

The earliest significant activity on the site took place during the late Anglo-Saxon period. 

Marginal land to the south of the channel was represented by buried soil horizons and 

flood deposits containing domestic refuse of the 10th–11th centuries (indicative of 

nearby occupation) and an environmental assemblage suggesting that this was a damp, 

slightly overgrown grassland habitat. Subsequent dumping for land reclamation raised 

ground level across the western part of the site to approximately 8.8m OD; it is possible 

(although no evidence was seen) that this dumping was linked to the construction of 

riverside revetments or wharves. Following this phase of land reclamation some small-

scale pitting occurred, although no evidence for Anglo-Saxon buildings or structures 

was found.  

 

A significant change in land use occurred in the early medieval period (12th century or 

later) when thick deposits of loamy soil accumulated over Anglo-Saxon deposits and 

features. This is interpreted as evidence for cultivation/reworking of earlier strata or as 

the gradual build-up of soil during a period of disuse and abandonment of the site. 

 

Following a period of pitting and localised dumping, another significant change of land 

use occurred in the 13th/14th century when buildings were constructed along the Bridge 

Street frontage of the site. These were relatively insubstantial structures with flimsy 

chalk walls/foundations and clay or chalk floors, and it seems likely that they were 

  



workshops rather that dwellings; one of them contained at least two hearths/ovens and 

another produced some evidence for iron working. 

 

In the late medieval or early post-medieval period the remains of the earlier 

buildings/workshops were truncated by pits and buried by probable garden soils to the 

rear of properties fronting on Bridge Street. 

 

From at least the early 18th century the site was occupied by a coaching inn, the 

Anchor, and part of its cellar (together with some probably associated foundations) and 

a substantial boundary wall were recorded, together with the substantial remains of a 

neighbouring late 19th- or early 20th century building (15 Bridge Street). 
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1. Introduction 

An archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was carried out at the former Anchor 

Hotel site, which forms part of the proposed Thetford Riverside development. Rossi 

Long Consulting Ltd commissioned the archaeological project on behalf of their client 

Breckland District Council. Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service (SCCAS), 

Field Team, conducted the fieldwork and reported on the results. 

 

This was the third phase of archaeological fieldwork to be carried out on the Thetford 

Riverside (previously known as the Thetford Forum) site, following evaluations in 2010 

(Stirk, 2010) and 2012 (Brooks, 2012). 

 

The evaluation site is centred at National Grid Reference TL 8685 8303 and 

encompasses an area of approximately 2500m2. It is located in Thetford town centre, 

south of the Little Ouse River and west of the confluence of the Little Ouse and the 

River Thet. The site is bounded to the northwest by Bridge Street, to the northeast and 

southeast by a car park and bus station and to the southwest by commercial properties 

(Fig. 1). 

 

Until fairly recently the site was occupied by the disused Anchor Hotel and its car park 

and gardens, together with a disused adjoining property (15 Bridge Street). At the time 

of the archaeological evaluation the Anchor Hotel and adjoining building had been 

demolished to ground level and the site was unoccupied.

1 
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Figure 1.  Site location
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2. Geology and topography 

The underlying solid geology in the area of the site is Upper Cretaceous Chalk, which in 

the Thetford area contains frequent flint nodules. The chalk is overlaid by Quaternary 

river terrace gravels and more recent superficial deposits of alluvial clay, silt, sand and 

gravel. 

 

The Soil Survey of England and Wales indicates that the superficial deposits support 

deep, permeable sandy and peaty soils of the Isleham 2 Association, typically affected 

by ground water. 

 

The site is located south of the Little Ouse River and just to the west of its confluence 

with the River Thet. The rivers have been canalised and ground levels on both banks 

have been raised, so that the natural topography has been obscured. Generally there is 

a slight fall from southwest to northeast, although within the area of the site the current 

ground surface is fairly level at approximately 10.0m OD. 

 

3. Archaeological and historical background 

The archaeological and historical background to the site has been described 

comprehensively in previous documents (Hoggett, 2009; Stirk, 2010) and need not be 

repeated in detail here. Additional background information can be found in the Thetford 

Historic Environment Survey (Emery & Hoggett, 2009) and the Thetford Historic 

Environment Assessment, Part 1 (Breckland District Council, 2009).  

 

A significant aspect of the archaeological background is the location of the site within 

the supposed area of the Anglo-Saxon settlement that developed on the south bank of 

the Little Ouse in the 9th century. It is also close to the likely position of the ford from 

which Thetford (OE theodford, meaning chief or people’s ford) probably derived its 

name. Due to its important location, part of the site is within a Scheduled Monument 

(SM Norfolk 298).

3 



4. Methodology 
 

The archaeological evaluation took place from 28 January to 27 February 2013 and was 

conducted in accordance with a Brief and Specification by Ken Hamilton of Norfolk 

Landscape Archaeology (now Norfolk County Council Historic Environment Service; 

Hamilton, 2009; Appendix 1) and a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) by Andrew 

Tester and Rob Brooks of SCCAS, Field Team (Tester & Brooks, 2013). 

 

Two trial trenches, numbered 5 and 6, were excavated; trench numbers 1–4 had been 

allocated during a previous phase of evaluation of the site (Stirk, 2010). Trench 5 was 

located within the footprint of the recently demolished Anchor Hotel. Trench 6 was 

located below a recently demolished building (15 Bridge Street) adjacent to the Anchor 

Hotel. The trench locations from both phases of evaluation are shown on Figure 2. 

 

Within each trench a tracked 360o mechanical excavator was used to remove floor 

slabs, modern foundations and overburden, exposing archaeological strata at depths of 

as little as 0.30m below current ground level. Occasionally mechanical excavation 

continued below this level in order to determine the depths of recent cellaring or to test 

the depths of certain ‘low grade’ archaeological deposits such as garden soils. All 

subsequent excavation was done using hand tools, in accordance with stratigraphic 

principles, until natural deposits were reached. 

 

The evaluation trenches measured 4.4m x 4.2m x 2.1m deep (Trench 5) and 4.4m x 

4.4m x 1.9m deep (Trench 6). In both cases the areas of excavation were initially larger 

in order that some post-medieval building remains could be recorded. The trenches 

were positioned in accordance with a trench layout proposed in the WSI (Tester & 

Brooks 2013, fig. 2) with some minor variations dictated by site conditions. The trenches 

had a combined area of approximately 38m2, or 1.5% of the area of the site that was 

available for evaluation. In combination with previous fieldwork (Stirk, 2010), 

approximately 3.5% of the former Anchor Hotel site has been evaluated 

archaeologically. 

 

The site was allocated the Norfolk County Council HER event number ENF 130430. 

Archaeological deposits and features were recorded using a unique sequence of 

context numbers in the range 0501–0599 and 5100–5188 (Trench 5) and 0601–0707 
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(Trench 6). They were drawn in plan (at 1:20) and in section (at 1:10) on 290mm x 

320mm sheets of gridded drawing film. Written records were made on pro-forma context 

sheets and other forms, as appropriate. 

 

Planning was done by reference to temporary site grids (one for each trench), which 

were located using a Leica RTK Global Positioning System (GPS). This instrument was 

used also to provide a temporary bench mark (TBM) of 10.11m OD, located on a 

concrete surface at the approximate centre of the site. 

 

A photographic record was made, consisting of high-resolution digital images (listed in 

Appendix 4). Selected deposits were sampled for environmental analysis and a metal 

detector was used routinely on in situ deposits and excavated material. 

 

Two factors in particular influenced the course of the fieldwork. Firstly, since both 

trenches extended to depths of more than 1.2m below ground level shoring of the 

trench sides was required. This consisted of vertical sheet piles, driven partially into the 

underlying strata and retained by a hydraulic waling frame. After the shoring was 

installed the area of each trench was reduced slightly, although the excavation 

methodology was unaffected. The second and more significant factor influencing the 

fieldwork was ground water; at depths of more than 0.8m this became an increasing 

problem, and at a depth of 1.1m (approximately 8.8m OD) water ingress was enough 

that a pump had to be used continuously. In Trench 5 the rate of water ingress was 

eventually so great that the strata became unstable, sections were collapsing and the 

trench had to be abandoned. 

5 
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5. Results 

5.1 Introduction 

The significant results of the evaluation are summarised below in chronological order, 

by trench. Only low levels of analysis and interpretation have been applied to the data 

and only the most relevant archaeological deposits and features (contexts) have been 

described and illustrated. A comprehensive list of contexts with descriptions is included 

as Appendix 3. Should further archaeological work be undertaken on the site it is 

possible that some reinterpretation of these data will be required. 

 

5.2 Trench 5 

 
Location  Beneath the Anchor Hotel, close to the Bridge Street frontage 
Dimensions 4.4m x 4.2m x 2.1m deep 
Ground level ~10.0m OD 
Maximum height of archaeology ~9.7m OD (0.30m below current ground level) 
Height of natural stratum 8.57m OD (fluvial deposits) 

Table 1.  Trench 5 summary 

 

Natural strata 

Fluvial deposits 
Contexts: 5175, 5176, 5177, 5178, 5179, 5180, 5181, 5182, 5183 
 

The earliest recorded deposits, seen in section only at heights of between 7.88m OD 

and 8.18m OD, were alternating, horizontal layers of soft, grey sand, grey sand and 

gravel or indurated (iron-panned) sand and gravel (5178–5183; Fig. 3, section S.5); 

these are interpreted as fluvial deposits that accumulated on the bed of a relatively fast-

flowing watercourse. 

 

These horizontally-bedded sediments were sealed by a further sequence of fluvial 

deposits (5175–5177; Fig. 3, section S.5) that extended trench-wide and sloped 

downwards from southwest to northeast, with a maximum recorded height of 8.57m OD. 

These were finer materials, predominantly brown or grey silty sands with only 

occasional pebbles, representing continued fluvial deposition but in a lower energy 
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environment. None of these deposits produced cultural material but all contained 

charcoal flecks indicative of human activity in the general vicinity. 

 

Anglo-Saxon period 

Dumping for land reclamation 
Contexts: 5168, 5169, 5170, 5171, 5172, 5173, 5174 
Likely date: Late 10th–11th century 
 

A sequence of dumped deposits 5168–5174 (Fig. 3, section S.5; Pl. 1) containing 

varying amounts of late Anglo-Saxon pottery and animal bone accumulated above the 

fluvial deposits and are interpreted as early attempts at land reclamation. 

 

5168: Soft, dark brownish grey silty sand, up to 0.22m thick, with moderate charcoal 

flecks, chalk fragments and pottery (late 10th–11th century) and occasional to moderate 

animal bone. 5168 was the uppermost of this sequence of dumps, with a surface at 

approximately 8.8m OD.  

 

5169: Soft, light creamy grey silty sand, 60mm thick, without inclusions. 

 

5170: Soft, mid brownish orange sand, only 50mm thick, with moderate to frequent 

small pebbles but no finds. 

 

5171: Soft, mid to dark greyish brown silty sand, up to 60mm thick, without inclusions. 

 

5172: Soft, mid brownish orange sand, 70mm thick, with moderate to frequent small 

pebbles but no finds. 

 

5173: Soft, dark brownish grey slightly peaty, silty sand, up to 0.18m thick. It contained 

moderate charcoal flecks and occasional small pebbles but no recorded finds, although 

some of those finds labelled 5160 were probably from this layer. 

 

5174: Soft, mid grey silty sand with moderate pebbles and bone fragments and 

occasional Thetford-type pottery (11th century). It was at least 0.22m thick, with a slight 

slope down from southwest to northeast and a maximum height of 8.60m OD. 
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Several pits and their fills 
Contexts: 5155, 5156, 5157, 5158, 5159, 5161, 5162, 5163, 5164, 5165, 5188 
Likely date: Late 10th–11th century 
 

Land reclamation dump 5168 was cut by several late Anglo-Saxon pits, as described 

below and illustrated on Figure 4. 

 

Pit 5162 was oval with moderately steep sides and a concave base, and measured 

>1.20m x 0.90m x 0.18m deep. Its fill 5161 was soft, dark grey sandy silt with moderate 

pebbles, occasional chalk fragments and large flint nodules, and some bone and pottery 

(late 10th–11th century). 

 

Pit 5164 was oval with vertical sides and a flat base, and measured >0.50m x 0.46m x 

0.20m. Its fill 5163 was soft, mid greyish brown sandy silt with moderate pebbles and 

small fragments of chalk and occasional crushed shell, but no cultural material. 

 

Pit 5188 was recognised only in section (Fig. 3, sections S.5 & S.6), so its shape in plan 

is not known. It was at least 2.3m wide x >0.50m deep with very steep sides. Its fill 5165 

was soft, dark greyish brown fibrous/organic silt with moderate macro organic remains 

(twigs, roots etc) but no finds. 

 

An uncertain cut feature 5159 (Fig. 3, sections S.5 & S.6) had only one recorded edge 

and this had a convex curve to it, suggesting that it might have been over-excavated; 

consequently its relationships with other features is doubtful and it is not shown in plan 

on Figure 4. However, ‘fills’ (5157 & 5158) produced a moderate amount of late Anglo-

Saxon pottery. 

 

Pit 5156 was oval with steep, concave sides and an irregular base, and measured 

1.10m x >0.40m x 0.19m deep. Its fill 5155 was soft, dark brownish grey sandy silt with 

moderate Thetford-type pottery (11th century) and occasional bone. 

 

Medieval period 

Cultivated soil horizon 
Contexts: 5117 
Likely date: 12th century 
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Late Anglo-Saxon pits were sealed by a trench-wide layer of soft, dark grey sandy silt 

up to 0.40m thick and with a surface at approximately 9.2m OD (5117; Fig. 3, section 

S.6). It contained moderate animal bone and pottery (mostly late Anglo-Saxon but 

including small amounts of early medieval and 12th-century material), small to medium 

pebbles and chalk fragments, and occasional flint nodules, oyster and mussel shells. A 

fragment of post-medieval CBM from this deposit is assumed to have been intrusive. 

 

The loamy and generally homogenous nature of deposit 5117 suggests that it might 

have been a cultivated soil horizon. 

 

Localised dumping 
Contexts: 5134, 5135, 5136, 5146, 5147, 5148 
Likely date: 12th–13th century 
 

Cultivated soil horizon 5117 was sealed by dumped deposits of sandy or silty soil 

(5134–5136, 5146–5148; Fig. 3, section S.6). Individually these dumps were fairly 

localised but cumulatively they raised ground level by approximately 0.10m–0.20m. 

 

5134: Friable, mid brown silty sand with occasional to moderate pebbles but no finds. 

 

5135: Soft, dark grey sandy silt with moderate pottery (mid 12th–13th century) and bone 

and some chalk, charcoal and flint nodules. 

 

5136: Friable, dark reddish brown silty sand with occasional pebbles but no finds. 

 
5146: Soft, dark brownish grey clayey silt with occasional chalk and charcoal flecks, 

lenses of mid greenish brown clay, bone and pottery (12th–13th century). 

 

5147: Soft, dark grey clayey silt with frequent medium fragments of chalk and 

occasional small patches of firm, mid yellow clay and light pinkish grey friable mortar. 

 

5148: Soft, mid grey clayey silt with patches of compacted dark grey sandy silt, 

moderate pebbles and chalk fragments and occasional pottery (12th–13th century). 
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Pits and postholes 
Contexts: 0598, 0599, 5103–5112, 5120–5133, 5139–5145 
Likely date: 13th–14th century 
 

Several pits and postholes (Fig. 5) were dug into the dumped deposits described above. 

The dating evidence for these features is sparse and the intercutting of some of the pits 

indicates that more than one phase of activity was represented. It is possible also that 

one of the pits (5141) and some of the postholes were contemporary with a later phase 

of activity that included Building 1 (see below). 

 

Pit 0599 was circular with steep sides and a concave base, measuring 0.86m wide x 

0.54m deep; it cut earlier pit 5145. Its fill 0598 was soft, dark brownish grey clayey silt 

with occasional chalk and charcoal flecks, pebbles, medium-sized fragments of pottery 

(12th–14th century) and animal bone. 

 

Pit 5104 was an elongated oval in plan with steep, slightly concave sides, and a 

concave base, measuring >1.46m x 0.62m x 0.28m deep. Its fill 5103 was soft, dark 

greenish brown clayey silt with frequent lumps of mid yellowish brown chalky clay, some 

chalk and flint fragments but no finds. 

 

Pit 5106 was of uncertain shape (being truncated on two sides) with steep sides and a 

flat base, measuring >0.64m x >0.34m x 0.10m deep. Its fill 5105 was indurated, mid 

greenish grey silty sand and small pebbles with frequent rust-coloured lumps and a 

sherd of pottery dated 13th–14th century. Environmental sampling of the fill (sample 

<8>) revealed a concentration of ferrous globules that suggest smithing was taking 

place in the immediate vicinity. 

 

5127 was a small pit or posthole, sub circular with steep sides and a concave base, 

measuring 0.58m x 0.54m x 0.42m deep. Its fill 5126 was soft, mid brownish grey silty 

clay with occasional large chalk lumps, bone fragments and two sherds of pottery, one 

of which is dated 13th–14th century. 

 

Pit 5141 (see also Fig. 3, section S.6) was probably rectangular with rounded corners, 

although most of it lay beyond the limits of excavation. It had near vertical sides and a 

flat base, and measured >3.08m x >0.40m x 0.55m deep. Basal fill 5140 was loose, 

light grey silty sand, up to 0.16m thick, with moderate pebbles but no finds. The 
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principal fill 5139 was loose, dark greyish brown silty sand and cobbles, up to 0.50m 

thick, with frequent pebbles, occasional chalk fragments, charcoal, animal bone and one 

fragment of residual pottery dated 11th–12th century. The function of the pit is unknown, 

although the relative lack of cultural material in its fills indicates that it was not used for 

the disposal of domestic refuse. 

 

Shallow pit 5143 was oval with steep, concave sides and a concave base, measuring 

1.64m x 0.80m x less than 0.10m deep. Its fill 5142 was soft, mid greyish brown silty 

clay with occasional lumps of mid brownish grey clay and patches of soft, creamy pink 

mortar, occasional flecks of chalk and charcoal, small fragments of bone and a sherd of 

residual late Anglo-Saxon pottery. 

 

Shallow pit 5145 was oval, steep, slightly concave sides and a concave base, 

measuring >1.90m x >0.80m x 0.15m deep. Its fill 5144 was loose, dark brownish grey 

silty sand with some lenses of mid to dark brownish red silty sand and lumps of 

greenish brown silty clay. It contained occasional flecks of charcoal and chalk, small 

fragments of residual 11th-century pottery and some animal bone. 

 

Posthole-sized features 5108, 5110, 5112, 5121, 5123, 5125, 5129, 5131 and 5133 
were of varying shapes and dimensions and do not appear to have formed part of a 

coherent structure. 

 

Building 1 
Contexts: 0542, 0559–0565, 0570–0580, 0587–0597, 5115, 5116, 5119,  
Likely date: 14th century or later 
 

Building 1 was represented by a masonry foundation, a complex sequence of clay 

floors/occupation layers and some hearths or ovens (Fig. 6; Pl. 2). It was constructed 

over most of the pits described in the previous phase of activity. Only pit 5141, in the 

southeast part of the trench, was outside the footprint of the building and might 

therefore have been contemporary with it. 

 

Foundation 5115 in construction trench 5116 was built of rounded chalk fragments (up 

to 150mm across) and occasional flint cobbles, randomly coursed and bonded with 

much pinkish white mortar. It was oriented southwest–northeast and had a clear 

terminus at its southwest end, suggesting that the building was open-ended in that 
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direction. The foundation measured >3.7m long (extending beyond the limit of 

excavation to the northeast) x approximately 0.50m wide x 0.25m deep. It was probably 

not designed to support a great load, but might have been the footing for a timber-

framed wall on a horizontal base plate. 

 

Internal floors/surfaces were represented by an interleaved sequence of clay, chalk 

rubble and mortar spreads (0578–0580, 0587–0597), some of which overlapped the 

northwest edge of foundation 5115. None of these deposits was particularly extensive, 

suggesting that they represented localised levelling and ad hoc patching/repair of 

surfaces that were being constantly eroded. The only datable finds from any of these 

deposits were two sherds of residual 11th-century pottery from clay layer 0590. The 

paucity of finds from the interior of Building 1 suggests that it did not have a domestic 

function. 

 

A clay structure at the northeast end of Building 1 is interpreted as a hearth or oven 

base. Earlier surfaces were truncated by a shallow cut 0577, which was lined with firm, 

mid to dark yellowish brown chalky clay 0576. The full dimensions of the structure are 

not known, since it ran beyond the limit of excavation to the northeast and was removed 

by a later cut to the northwest, but it measured at least 1.8m x 0.9m. A slightly sunken 

area at the northwest end of the structure was reddened by fire and was covered with a 

crusted deposit of dark grey ash and charcoal (0575); environmental sampling of this 

deposit (Sample <3>) produced a concentration of barley and barley/rye type rachis 

nodes, with similar evidence coming from an adjacent and possibly contemporary 

deposit 0579 (Sample <4>). The ashy fill 0575 was covered by a thin deposit of 

scorched clay (0574) and subsequently the structure was filled with loose lumps of firm, 

mid to dark yellowish brown chalky clay (0573), representing the disuse and 

backfilling/collapse of the hearth/oven. 

 

Cobbled surface 0557, to the southwest and south of Building 1, is assumed to have 

been part of an adjacent yard. It consisted of a layer of closely-set flint cobbles (50mm–

120mm across) with occasional rounded chalk fragments and including two worked 

stone fragments, all set in firm, light grey, chalky clayey silt (Fig. 6; Pl. 3). It was 

approximately 80mm thick with a concave surface due to slumping, and a maximum 

height of 9.35m OD. 
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Following the disuse and backfilling of hearth/oven 0576 thin layers of mid to dark 

yellowish brown chalky clay (0570/0571/0572) alternating with lenses of scorched clay 

and thin ‘tread’ deposits continued to be deposited, to a combined thickness of 

approximately 50mm and a height of about 9.36m OD. These deposits extended further 

to the southwest than earlier floors/surfaces, covering part of cobbled yard 0557 and 

indicating that Building 1 might have been extended at that time. 

 

These later floors/surfaces were removed partially during the construction of another 

hearth or oven. A roughly oval cut 0565 measuring >0.80m x 0.56m x 0.16m deep was 

lined with firm, dark yellowish brown clay with chalk fragments 0564 with a sunken area 

at its northwest end; the lower sides and base of the clay lining were scorched pinkish 

red and the sunken area was filled with a thin, crusted deposit of dark grey ash/charcoal 

0563. Two small stake holes adjacent to the sunken area might have been structural 

elements (Fig. 6; Pl. 4). The hearth/oven was filled with loose lumps of yellowish brown 

chalky clay, some scorched, representing the disuse and backfilling/collapse of the 

structure. 

 

Localised spreads of clay or chalk (0542, 0559–0561, for example) continued to 

accumulate within Building 1 after the infilling of hearth 0564, suggesting that the floor 

continued to be resurfaced and repaired. 

 

Disuse of Building 1, subsequent pitting and dumping 
Contexts: 0520, 0525–0530, 0535–0537, 0540, 0541, 0543, 0547, 0548, 0551, 0553–     
                0556, 0558 
Likely date: Late medieval (or early post-medieval) 
 

The demolition/collapse of Building 1 was not represented in the archaeological record, 

suggesting that there was some horizontal truncation in this area of the site. 

Subsequently, a number of pits were dug through the remains of the building (Fig. 7) 

and it was covered partially by dumped deposits. 

 

A shallow pit 0556 clipped the outside edge of foundation 5115, although it is just 

possible that this was dug while the building was still in use. The pit was rectangular 

with steep, concave sides and a flat base, measuring >1.5m x >1.0m x 0.23m deep. Its 

fill 0555 was friable, mid brown silty sand with occasional lumps of mid yellowish brown 

clay, some small pebbles and bone fragments but no dating evidence. 
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A shallow, elongated pit 0548 truncated hearth/oven 0576 and foundation 5115 and 

must therefore have post-dated Building 1. The pit had moderately steep sides and a 

concave base, and measured >1.6m x 0.50m x 0.13m deep. Its fill 0547 was firm, mid 

greyish yellowish brown silty clay with occasional bone fragments and one sherd of late 

medieval pottery dated 15th–16th century. 

 

Pit 0541 was subcircular with near vertical sides and a concave base, measuring 

0.80m wide x 0.50m deep. Its distinctive fill 0540 was composed largely of flint nodules, 

with occasional large chalk fragments, patches of light yellow chalky mortar and five 

fragments of medieval roof tile. Only a small amount of soil was present, suggesting that 

this feature might have had a structural function or was a deliberate attempt to 

consolidate an area of soft ground. 

 

Localised dumps of clay, chalk rubble, mortar, soil, sand and gravel (0520, 0525–0530, 
0535–0537, 0551, 0553, 0554 & 0558; some shown on Fig. 3, section S.6) accumulated 

over cobbled yard 0557, the external area to the southeast of Building 1 and the south-

eastern edge of Building 1. These deposits produced very few finds but it is possible 

that they represented a long period of accumulation that extended into the post-

medieval period, as shown by two fragments of post-medieval roof tile from deposit 

0527, near the top of the sequence of dumps. A single sherd of mid 12th–13th-century 

pottery from deposit 0537 was residual. The cumulative effect of this dumping was to 

raise ground level by up to 0.35m, to a height of approximately 9.5m OD. 

 

Building 2 
Contexts: 0515, 0516 
Likely date: Late medieval (or early post-medieval) 
 

Building 2 was represented only by masonry foundation 0515 in construction trench 

0516 (Fig. 8). It was built of random, uncoursed chalk rubble (mostly 200–400mm, but 

with occasional pieces up to 500mm) with some flint nodules, bonded heavily with very 

hard, light grey chalky mortar. The foundation ran beyond the limit of excavation to the 

northeast and was probably removed (if not abutted) by a later cellar to the northwest. 

The surviving masonry measured >0.7m northeast–southwest x at least 0.60m 

northwest–southeast x approximately 0.50m thick. 
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This substantial foundation was presumably at the corner of a significant building or 

structure but its full extent, function and date are unknown. Its construction cut truncated 

the remains of Building 1 (which itself could not be dated securely) and it is likely to 

have been of late medieval or early post-medieval date. 

 

Post-medieval period 

External soil horizon 
Contexts: 0505 
Likely date: Early post-medieval 
 

During the early post-medieval period an extensive layer of soil (0505; Fig. 3, section 

S.6) accumulated (or was deposited) over earlier dumps and the remains of Building 1. 

It contained occasional fragments of post-medieval CBM (not retained) and was up to 

0.15m thick, with a surface at approximately 9.7m OD. It is interpreted as an external 

soil horizon, possibly a garden soil. 

 

Foundation 
Contexts: 0506, 0514 
Likely date: 18th century? 
 

Masonry foundation 0506 in construction trench 0514 was built of random, uncoursed 

chalk rubble (50–250mm) and flint nodules (100–300mm), set in a pale yellow, chalky 

mortar (Fig. 8; Pl. 5). It was >3.0m long (running beyond the limit of excavation to the 

northeast) x 0.40m wide x 0.10m deep and was oriented southwest–northeast. As 

recorded it had a clear terminus at its southwest end although in retrospect this might 

have been due to modern truncation. An apparent return at the northeast end (where 

the foundation ran beyond the limit of excavation) is also thought to be slightly doubtful 

and might have been caused by subsequent disturbance. What is clear is that 

foundation 0506 overlapped late medieval/post-medieval foundation 0515 and that it 

was therefore part of a later building phase. Also, it was removed partially along its 

northwest edge by the construction cut 0513 for cellar 0504. 

 

The function of this foundation is uncertain. Its shallow depth was probably due to 

modern truncation, but even so it was not particularly well made and is unlikely to have 

been part of a substantial building or structure. It was presumably associated with the 

Anchor Inn, which is known to have stood here from at least the early 18th century. 
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Foundation 
Contexts: 0507, 0517 
Likely date: 18th century? 
 

Masonry foundation 0507 in construction trench 0517 was built of random, coursed 

chalk rubble (260 x 200 x 90mm to 120 x 100 x 80mm), flint nodules (up to 260mm x 

200mm x 120mm), large stone fragments (including reused stone mouldings) and 

occasional brick fragments, all bonded lightly with buff-coloured mortar (Fig. 8; Pl. 5). It 

was >3.5m long (running beyond the limit of excavation to the northeast) x 0.44m wide x 

0.10m deep (two surviving courses) and was oriented southwest–northeast. It was 

probably removed by modern truncation to the southwest. 

 

The function of this foundation is uncertain. Its shallow depth was probably due to 

modern truncation, but even so it was not particularly well made and is unlikely to have 

been part of a substantial building or structure. It was parallel to foundation 0506 

(located approximately 0.8m to the northwest), and it is possible that they were part of 

the same structure, or at least had a shared function. 

 

Unspecified masonry structure 
Contexts: 0502 
Likely date: Post-medieval 
 

0502 was built of red, unfrogged bricks (210mm x 110mm x 60mm), rough-hewn or 

partly squared chalk blocks (70mm to 260mm), flint nodules (up to 120mm) and re-used 

architectural stones (up to 240mm), all randomly coursed and bonded with light 

yellowish brown chalky mortar (Fig. 8; Pl. 6, where it is visible in the background). Only 

the southwest edge of the structure was seen and its form and full extent are not known; 

it measured 2.0m northwest–southeast and was at least 0.80m deep. It might have 

been a solid block of masonry, such as a pier base, part of a cellar wall or the lining of a 

pit. It was presumably associated with the Anchor Inn, which is known to have stood 

here from at least the early 18th century. 

 

Building 3 (Anchor Inn) cellar 
Contexts: 0503, 0504, 0512, 0513, 5100, 5101 
Likely date: 18th–19th century 
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Foundation 0506 was removed partially during the construction of a cellar beneath the 

Anchor Inn (Fig. 8; Pl. 6). Only part of the cellar was seen, extending for at least 5m 

southwest–northeast x at least 3m northwest–southeast, and it was 1.3m deep. Cellar 

wall 0504 was constructed of chalk blocks (mostly roughly squared, some rough hewn), 

measuring 50–200mm across, with occasional red brick fragments and large flint 

nodules, all randomly coursed and bonded with pale grey chalky mortar; it was 0.38m 

wide. The cellar floor was not seen but was presumably of brick or tile construction. 

 

Cellar wall 0504 abutted and apparently post-dated foundation 0515 (Building 2) and 

had an uncertain (abutting) relationship with masonry structure 0502. 

 

The construction cut 0503/0513 was slightly larger than the finished dimensions of the 

cellar, and the space between the cellar wall and its cut was filled with dumps of shingle 

(5101), soil (5100) and crushed chalk and mortar (0512). Construction fill 5100 

produced a fragment of post-medieval brick and a piece of clay tobacco pipe stem of 

18th- or 19th-century date. 

 

Building 3 (Anchor Inn) refurbishment of cellar 
Contexts: 0501 
Likely date: 19th–20th century 
 

The northeast wall of the cellar was refaced in brick (0501). The bricks were red and 

unfrogged (200mm x 120mm x 60mm), laid in stretcher courses and bonded with light 

grey cement mortar. At the same time two substantial brick piers (1.10m x 0.30m x 

>0.70m high) were built, projecting out from the new brick wall (Fig. 8; Pl. 6). These 

were possibly the base for a new chimney stack, although none is shown at this location 

on early 20th-century photographs of the Anchor Inn. 

 

The alcove on the northwest side of the chimney base was spanned by a brick vault, 

and all the walls were given a thin render of grey mortar. A concrete floor was laid, 

possibly as a screed over the original floor; this new surface was seen in a very limited 

area at approximately 8.7m OD, coinciding with the base of the cellar wall as seen in 

section S.6. 
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Building 3 (Anchor Inn) backfilling of cellar 
Contexts: n/a 
Likely date: 20th century 
 

The cellar was backfilled with concrete and brick rubble, perhaps during a major 

refurbishment of the Anchor Hotel in the second half of the 20th century. 
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Figure 3.  Sections S.5 and S.6, in Trench 5
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Figure 4.  Plan of Anglo-Saxon pits and location of sections in Trench 5
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Figure 5.  Plan of medieval pits and postholes in Trench 5
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Figure 6.  Building 1 (simplified multi-phase plan) in Trench 5
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Figure 7.  Late medieval or post-medieval pits in Trench 5
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Figure 8.  Late medieval and post-medieval buildings/structures in Trench 5



 
                    Plate 1.  Anglo-Saxon land reclamation dumps, looking SE (0.5m scale) 

 
                             Plate 2.  General view of Building 1, looking NE (1m scale) 

 
                               Plate 3.  Cobbled surface 0557, looking NW (0.4m scale) 
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                               Plate 4.  Hearth/oven base 0565, looking NE (0.3m scale) 

 
                        Plate 5.  Foundations 0506 (left) and 0507, looking NE (0.5m scale) 

 
                                      Plate 6.  Building 3 (Anchor Inn) cellar, looking NE (1m scale) 
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5.3 Trench 6 
 

Location Beneath 15 Bridge Street, close to the Bridge Street frontage 
Dimensions 4.4m x 4.4m x 1.9m deep 
Ground level ~9.9m OD 
Maximum height of archaeology ~9.65m OD (0.25m below current ground level) 
Height of natural stratum 8.20m OD to 8.07m OD (river terrace gravels) 

Table 2.  Trench 6 summary 

Natural stratum 

River terrace gravels 
Contexts: 0705, 0707 
 

River terrace gravels 0707 were recorded at the base of the archaeological sequence 

(Fig. 9, sections S.3 & S.4). These were horizontally bedded deposits of sand and 

gravel, mostly light yellowish brown or reddish brown in colour and sometimes 

concreted by iron panning. 0705 was an indurated deposit of mid brownish grey silty 

sand and gravel, 20mm thick, at the surface of the natural stratum; the concretion of the 

gravel was caused by the accumulation of leached minerals from overlying deposits. 

The natural gravels sloped downwards slightly from 8.20m OD on the south-western 

edge of the trench to 8.07m OD on the north-eastern edge of the trench. 

 

Anglo-Saxon period 

Buried soil horizon 
Contexts: 0703, 0704 
Likely date: 10th–11th century 
 

The river terrace gravels were sealed by a trench-wide layer of soft, mid reddish brown 

peaty silt (containing macro organic remains) with a concentration of small to large flint 

pebbles in its lower half (0703 over 0704), a combined thickness of 0.18m and a fairly 

level surface at 8.25m OD (Fig. 9, sections S.3 & S.4; Pl. 7). It produced moderate small 

to large animal bones, occasional small- to medium-sized fragments of Thetford-ware 

pottery (10th–11th century) and some oyster and mussel shells, and is interpreted as a 

buried soil horizon (palaeosol). Environmental sampling (Sample <11>) produced plant 

remains indicative of a rough, damp, slightly overgrown grassland habitat. The presence 

of seeds of annual weed species may suggest that minimal cultivation of the soil was 

occurring nearby, although other evidence for human and/or animal activity is scarce. 
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Flood horizon 
Context: 0702 
Likely date: 11th century 
 

A layer of soft, mid to dark grey sandy silt (0702), up to 0.15m thick and extending 

trench-wide at an average height of 8.38m OD, sealed the buried soil horizon 

0703/0704 (Fig. 9, sections S.3 & S.4; Pl. 7). 0702 produced moderate small to large 

bones, occasional small- to medium-sized fragments of Thetford-ware pottery (11th 

century) and some oyster shells. It is interpreted as a layer of alluvium deposited during 

one or more episodes of flooding. The animal bones from this and earlier deposit 0701 

are darker than most of the bones from this site, suggesting that they had lain in organic 

and probably waterlogged conditions. Environmental sampling (Sample <10>) produced 

a range of weed seeds and wetland/aquatic plant remains similar to that in underlying 

soil horizon 0703, although in this case small amounts of cereal grains were present 

also. 

 

Buried soil horizon 
Context: 0701 
Likely date: 11th century 
 

A trench-wide layer of soft, mid brown sandy (and slightly fibrous) silt (0701), up to 

0.20m thick and with a surface at approximately 8.6m OD, accumulated over flood 

deposit 0702 (Fig. 9, sections S.3 & S.4; Pl. 7). It produced moderate flecks and small 

fragments of charcoal, some animal bone and occasional small- to medium-sized 

fragments of Thetford-ware pottery (although these finds were recorded as 0696). A 

notable find from this layer was a bone ice skate (SF1004). The fibrous texture of the 

deposit suggests plant growth, although very fine lenses of light yellowish brown clay/silt 

alluvium within 0701 demonstrate occasional episodes of flooding. Environmental 

sampling (Sample <9>) produced charred cereal grains, a high density of charcoal and a 

low to moderate density of other midden waste, all of which are indicative of nearby 

domestic activity. 

 

Dumping / ground raising deposits 
Contexts: 0695, 0697, 0698, 0699, 0700, 0706 
Likely date: 11th century 
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A sequence of horizontal deposits accumulated above buried soil horizon 0701, 

probably as a result of deliberate dumping for land reclamation (Fig. 9, sections S.3 & 

S.4; Pl. 7). They had a combined thickness of approximately 0.25m and a maximum 

height of 8.80m OD. The finds from these deposits were all recorded as 0696, and 

included Thetford-ware pottery (11th century). 

 

0700: Soft, black, crushed charcoal and silt (60:40), up to 20mm thick. 

 

0699: Soft, light brown clayey sand, up to 80mm thick, with frequent small fragments of 

charcoal.  These two layers appeared to be filling a very shallow depression in the 

surface of soil horizon 0701. 

 

0698: Soft, mid greenish grey silty sand with occasional pebbles. 

 

0697: Loose light yellowish brown sand and gravel filling a small, localised hollow, up to 

0.10m thick. 

 

0695: Soft, mid to dark grey charcoal-rich sandy silt with moderate pebbles but no finds. 

 

0706: Soft, light yellowish white silty clay with no inclusions. This was probably an 

alluvial deposit filling a shallow hollow in the surface of underlying deposit 0698. 

 

Medieval period 

Unspecified cut feature 
Contexts: 0693, 0694 
Likely date: 12th century or later 
 

Some of the ground-raising deposits were truncated by an unspecified cut feature 0694. 

This was of uncertain shape (only one edge was seen) and measured >2.10m x >0.70m 

x 0.21m deep with a moderately steep side and a flat base. Its fill 0693 was loose, mid 

grey sandy silt with frequent pebbles and flint cobbles, and included an architectural 

moulding with iron staples or cramps fixed to the stone with molten lead (SF1021, Pl. 

13).This technique was used as a jointing method from the 12th century, and the stone 

provides therefore an approximate date for this feature. 
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Cultivated soil horizon 
Context: 0655 
Likely date: 12th century or later 
 

Following the backfilling of cut feature 0694 a trench-wide layer of soft, dark brownish 

grey sandy silt, slightly fibrous/peaty in places, accumulated to a thickness of 0.30m–

0.40m, with an undulating surface at a maximum height of approximately 9.2m OD 

(0655; Fig. 10, sections S.1 & S.2). The deposit contained moderate small to large 

bones and small- to medium-sized fragments of residual late Anglo-Saxon pottery, and 

occasional oyster shell. The loamy and generally homogenous nature of the deposit 

suggests that it was a cultivated soil horizon. 

 

Stone-lined pit 
Contexts: 0681, 0691 
Likely date: 12th century or later 
 

Rectangular pit 0691 (Fig. 10, section S.1 & Fig. 11; Pl. 8) was dug through cultivated 

soil 0655. The pit extended beyond the limits of excavation to the northwest and 

northeast so its full extent is unknown, but it measured >3.0m x >0.80m x up to 0.30mm 

deep. The sides of the pit were vertical and its base sloped down slightly from 

southwest to northeast. 

 

The pit contained a stone lining 0681 constructed of small (0.10m–0.15m wide) chalk 

blocks, roughly squared and laid in three horizontal courses against the edges of the pit. 

The blocks were bonded with soft (degraded), cream-coloured mortar that was applied 

also as a render to the face of the lining and spilled out to the rear beyond the edges of 

the construction cut 0691. The internal face of the lining was slightly battered. It 

included an internal projection made of two rough hewn blocks of fossiliferous limestone 

(up to 230 x 200 x 100mm) and some smaller chalk fragments, all bonded with the 

same mortar as the rest of the pit lining. 

 

The function of this feature is unclear, particularly as its full extent was not seen. There 

was no evidence that the base of the pit was lined, suggesting that it was not designed 

to retain liquid. Also, the pit did not seem to have been truncated and at only 0.30m 

deep was too shallow to have been a cess pit or soak-away. 
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Backfilling of stone-lined pit 0691 and associated dumping/levelling 
Contexts: 0680, 0692 
Likely date: 12th century or later 
 

Stone-lined pit 0691 was backfilled with compact, interleaving deposits of orangey 

brown, yellowish brown and grey sands and silty sands containing moderate pebbles 

but no cultural material (0692; Fig. 10, section S.1). A similar deposit of loose, orangey 

brown sand and gravel (0680; not illustrated), 50mm to 0.15m thick, was spread over 

the ground surface adjacent to the pit, filling depressions in the underlying soil layer 

0655. No finds were recovered from this deposit. 

 

Building 4 (Phase 1: construction) 
Contexts: 0652, 0667, 0674, 0675, 0684, 0685, 0686, 0687 
Likely date: 13th–14th century 
 

A building with masonry wall footings and a clay floor was constructed over backfilled pit 

0691. Only one wall footing was seen, running northwest–southeast. The full 

dimensions of Building 4 are not known but it measured at least 4.4m northwest–

southeast x at least 3.0m southwest–northeast. No direct dating evidence was found for 

the construction of the building; the suggested date of 13th–14th century is inferred from 

the dating of underlying and subsequent deposits. 

 

Wall footing 0667 (Fig. 10, section S.1 & Fig. 12) was constructed of rough-hewn (or 

roughly squared) chalk blocks surviving to two courses and bonded heavily with very 

soft (degraded) light grey mortar. It was >4.4m long (running beyond the limits of 

excavation to northwest and southeast), 0.25m wide and survived to a maximum height 

of 0.25m. For part of its length the wall was built free-standing on a soil and chalk rubble 

foundation (0686, in cut 0687), but at its northwest end it was built on top of earlier pit 

lining 0681. 

 

A localised deposit of very light grey sandy mortar 0675, up to 0.20m thick, was banked 

up against the inside face of wall 0667 (Fig. 10, section S.1); this was possibly 

construction debris, although the mortar was not the same as that used in the base of 

the wall.  
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A deposit of compact chalk rubble (60–70%) mixed with light yellowish brown silty clay, 

light grey sandy silt and patches of degraded mortar (0652; Fig. 10, sections S.1 & S.2) 

was dumped against the outside face of wall footing, probably in order to create an area 

of hard-standing in what would otherwise have been boggy ground. The layer was 

generally 0.25–0.30m thick with an undulating surface and base, filling hollows in 

underlying deposit 0655. Once this was deposited wall footing 0667 was effectively 

below ground level. 

 

Floor/surface 0674 was a thin (20–60mm) layer of compact, mid greenish grey silty clay 

with frequent small fragments of chalk and small pebbles, and moderate flecks and 

small fragments of mortar but no dateable finds. The surface was cut, or divided by, a 

very shallow slot (0685; 0.20m wide x 20mm deep) filled with loose, brown sand (0684) 

and running perpendicular to wall footing 0667; this might have marked the position of a 

decayed ground beam (Fig. 12). 

 

Building 4 (Phase 2: period of disuse) 
Contexts: 0631, 0632, 0636, 0637, 0644–0646, 0669–0673 
Likely date: 13–14th century 
 

Floor/surface 0674 was sealed by a sequence of dumped deposits (0671–0673; Fig. 10, 

section S.1), which in turn were cut by a large pit (0670; Fig. 10, section S.1 & Fig. 13; 

Pl. 9) and a substantial posthole; these events suggest a period of abandonment/disuse 

of the building. 

 

0673: Compact, mid brownish grey sandy silt with frequent pebbles, moderate chalk 

fragments and occasional bone and pottery (12–14th century). 

 

0672: Soft, dark brown silty sand with moderate pebbles and occasional small 

fragments of bone and pottery (11th century). 

 

0671: Compact, mid grey sandy silt with moderate pebbles and small fragments of chalk 

and occasional pottery (13–14th century). 

 

Pit 0670 was only partially within the excavated area and its full extent is unknown. It 

was rectangular or oval in plan, measuring >2.8m x >0.6m x 0.45m deep, with vertical 
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or under-cut sides and a flat base. It was filled with soft, mid greenish grey clayey silt 

0669 containing small to large fragments of chalk rubble but no cultural material. 

 

Posthole 0646 was sub circular, measuring 0.85m wide x 0.50m deep with vertical sides 

and a concave base; it was dug through dump layer 0672 and wall footing 0667. It 

contained a post pipe (0644) that was at least 0.32m wide, suggesting a substantial 

timber, and this was supported by packing material 0645 – a mixed deposit of mid 

brownish grey sandy silt and light grey coarse sand with frequent pebbles and small 

chalk fragments, with larger fragments of chalk around the post pipe. Two adjacent 

pits/postholes, 0632 and 0637, contained similar fills and were probably broadly 

contemporary with posthole 0646. None of these features produced dating evidence. 

 

Building 4 (Phase 3: re-occupation or rebuilding) 
Contexts: 0654, 0664–0666, 0668, 0688–0690 
Likely date: 13–14th century or later 
 

Following the backfilling of pit 0670 a clay floor (0666; Fig. 10, section S.1 & Fig. 14; 

Pls. 9 & 10) was laid over it. The floor ran up to and respected the line of wall footing 

0667, suggesting a renewed phase of occupation of the building, if not an entire rebuild 

on the same plot. It consisted of firm, light yellowish brown silty clay with frequent flecks 

and small fragments chalk and occasional pebbles but no cultural material. The floor 

was up to 0.10m thick but petered out (perhaps due to wear) to the southeast. It 

measured >3m x >2.5m, extending beyond the limits of excavation to the northeast and 

northwest. 

 

Clay floor 0666 was removed partially by a small ‘pit’ or hollow 0690 (Fig. 10; section 

S.1; Pl. 9), up to 0.15m deep and 0.95m wide with moderately steep sides and an 

irregular base; the function of this feature is not known although it was probably 

produced by erosion or slumping. Subsequently a thin ‘tread’ deposit of highly 

compacted, charcoal-rich sandy silt with extensive thin lenses of light yellowish brown 

silty clay or soft mid brown silt (0665; Fig. 10; section S.1; Pl. 9) accumulated over floor 

0666 and the sides and base of pit/hollow 0690. It contained a fragment of pottery, 

broken in situ, which has been spot-dated to the 11th–12th century; this pot must have 

been ‘old’ when it was deposited, since more recent pottery (13th–14th century) was 

found in underlying layers. Sampling of this deposit (Sample <6>) produced a relatively 
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high concentration of ferrous globules and hammerscale in association with coal dust, 

indicative of iron working in the immediate vicinity. 

 

Pit/hollow 0690 was backfilled with soft, interleaving deposits of yellowish brown or 

reddish brown silty clay (0689; Fig. 10; section S.1; Pl. 9), which included a lens of 

obviously scorched clay although it is not known if this represented burning in situ. 

There was no associated dating evidence. 

 

A decayed timber (0664, Fig. 10; section S.1) overlying tread/occupation layer 0665, 

might have been an in situ ground beam or a collapsed wall/roof member. It was 

oriented northwest–southeast (parallel with masonry wall footing 0667) and was at least 

1.20m long x >0.10m wide x 0.17m high. It was abutted to the southwest by a layer of 

compact, light yellowish brown silty clay, mottled greyish brown in places (0654; Fig. 10; 

section S.1). This was up to 0.15m thick, petering out to the south and west and running 

beyond the limits of excavation to the north and east. It is interpreted as either another 

clay floor or a layer of collapsed wall material. 0688 was a layer of compact, mid grey 

sandy silt, 60mm thick, which was identified only in section but which must have been 

broadly contemporary with floor/collapsed wall 0654. None of these deposits could be 

dated. 

 

A row of three stone slabs 0668 (Fig. 14; Pl. 10), the largest of which measured 390mm 

x 200mm x 9mm, was probably associated with this phase of re-occupation of the 

building. The slabs were located beyond the surviving extent of clay floor 0666 but it is 

unclear if they were internal or external features. They might have formed part of a path, 

or could have been used as post pads. 

 

Post-medieval period 

External soil horizon and subsequent pit / posthole digging 
Contexts: 0633, 0634, 0635, 0638–0641, 0656–0658, 0661–0663 
Likely date: Post-medieval? 
 

There was no clear evidence for the demolition or collapse of Building 4, suggesting that 

there was some horizontal truncation in this part of the site. The remains of the building 

were sealed by an extensive layer of compact, mid brownish grey sandy silt up to 0.30m 

thick (0638/0641; Fig. 10, section S.1). This contained moderate small- to medium-sized 
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fragments of chalk, and occasional small fragments of pottery, bone and CBM. The 

pottery assemblage includes residual Anglo-Saxon material and some late medieval 

sherds, while the CBM assemblage contains a mix of medieval and post-medieval forms 

and fabrics; it should be noted however that during the excavation the finds from 0638 

were suspected to have been intrusive. The deposit is interpreted as an external soil 

horizon, perhaps a garden soil. 

 

External soil 0638/0641 was removed to the southeast by a large pit 0663 (not 

illustrated). It was presumably rectangular (only one corner was seen), and had near 

vertical sides and a flat base. It measured >2.4m x >0.70m x 0.42m deep, extending 

beyond the limits of excavation to the southeast and northeast. The pit contained a 

sequence of three horizontal deposits of soil and chalk rubble (0656, 0661 & 0662) 

none of which produced any dating evidence. 

 

Several other cut features (all undated, and including postholes 0635 and 0658 and pit 

0640; not illustrated) might have been broadly contemporary with pit 0663. Another 

such feature was pit 0621 with masonry lining 0620 (Fig. 15; Pl. 11). The pit was 

rectangular with vertical sides and a flat base, measuring 0.80m x 0.72m x 0.55m deep. 

Lining 0620 was built of roughly squared or rectangular chalk blocks, mostly 100–

130mm across, laid in four courses around the sides of the pit and bonded with light 

grey mortar. The function of this feature is uncertain, although it might have been a 

small soak-away. It was backfilled with soft, mid yellowish brown sand with occasional 

pebbles and very small and undiagnostic fragments of red brick or tile (0619). This 

deposit spilled out onto the surrounding ground surface, indicating that the pit had 

survived to its original depth. 

 

Boundary wall or light structure 
Contexts: 0609, 0623, 0624 
Likely date: Post-medieval 
 

Foundation 0609 (Fig. 15) was trench-built in cut 0624, which truncated pit 0663 and 

external soil horizon 0638/0641. The foundation was oriented southwest–northeast (with 

a short return to the northwest at the southwest end) and was generally built of chalk 

rubble and flint cobbles (up to 0.20m across) with occasional red brick fragments. There 

were three surviving courses: the upper course was edged on both faces with flint 

cobbles and had a core of smaller cobbles and brick fragments, all bonded with soft, 
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creamy yellow mortar; this course might have been above the contemporary ground 

surface. The middle course was of firm, creamy yellow mortar with small lumps of chalk 

and flint cobbles, and the basal course consisted of unmortared flint and stone 

fragments. The overall dimensions of the wall/foundation were >3.2m long x 0.45m wide 

x up to 0.36m deep. 

 

The foundation was built poorly without much load-bearing capability and it is assumed 

therefore to have been the foundation for a boundary wall or a light structure such as an 

outbuilding. 

 

0623 (Fig. 10, section S.1) was a layer of friable, light yellowish brown coarse sand / 

degraded mortar to the northwest of wall 0605. It was generally 10–20mm thick but 

increased to 80mm close to the northwest edge of the trench. Although the relationship 

with foundation 0609 was unclear it is likely that 0623 abutted the foundation and might 

therefore have been an associated surface. 

 

Boundary wall (Anchor Inn) 
Contexts: 0605, 0606, 0607 
Likely date: 19th century 
 

Wall/foundation 0609 was removed partially by the construction trench (0607) for 

substantial foundation 0606 (Fig. 16; Pl. 12), measuring >4.4m long x up to 0.54m wide 

x 0.40m deep. The foundation was oriented northwest–southeast and was built of 

rough-hewn chalk blocks (up to 0.40m across) with occasional red and yellow brick 

rubble, random coursed and bonded sparsely with very light grey lime mortar. The 

upper course of the foundation projected above the contemporary ground surface, as 

seen on Figure 10, section S.1. 

 

The foundation supported a well-built wall 0605 (Fig. 16; Pl. 12), which survived to a 

height of approximately 0.80m. The lower part was 0.33m wide x 0.33m high and was 

built of random coursed flint nodules (up to 0.20m) with some brick fragments. Above 

this were two courses (0.33m wide x 0.13m high) of flint and brick rubble faced to the 

southwest with yellow brick stretchers (230mm x 110mm x 70mm). Finally the upper 

part of the wall contained four surviving courses of yellow bricks (230 x 110 x 70mm) 

lain in a Flemish bond. The same hard, white lime mortar was used throughout. 
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This wall probably defined the south-western boundary of the land belonging to the 

Anchor Inn, as shown on the Burrell map of c. 1807 (Breckland District Council 2009, 

31). 

 

Structure to northeast of boundary wall 0605 
Contexts: 0610–0618 
Likely date: 19th century 
 

A line of at least three postholes (0612, 0615 & 0618; Fig. 16) ran parallel to boundary 

wall 0605 and might have been for scaffolding used during the construction of the wall 

or for a lean-to structure built against the wall. The post pipes suggest fairly substantial 

timbers with rectangular sections up to 0.20m wide. 

 

Road/yard surfaces to northeast of boundary wall 0605 
Contexts: 0601, 0603 
Likely date: 19th–20th century 
 

The posts were removed and a layer of crushed chalk with some light grey silt (0603), 

0.15–0.20m thick, was put down as bedding for a cobbled surface at c. 9.65m OD 

(0601; Fig. 10, section S.1; Pls. 9 & 12). It was built of rounded flint cobbles (40–

200mm) and included a shallow gutter constructed of yellow bricks (228mm x 110mm x 

60mm) laid on edge in staggered stretcher rows. The cobbled surface abutted wall 0605 

to the southwest. 

 

The cobbled surface, presumably a road or yard to the southwest of the Anchor Inn, 

remained in use until probably the 1960s when there was a major phase of demolition 

on the site. This was represented by a thick (0.20m) layer of brick and concrete rubble 

(not numbered) that sealed the cobbled road/yard and served as make-up/levelling for a 

layer of tarmac that formed the current ground surface at c. 10m OD (Fig. 10, section 

S.1). 

 

Foundation 
Contexts: 0627, 0628 
Likely date: 18th/19th century 
 

Foundation 0627 (Fig. 10, section S.2 & Fig. 16) in cut 0628 was built of flint nodules up 

to 0.25m across, with occasional smaller, rough-hewn chalk fragments laid as a single 
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course on a bed of soft, light grey lime mortar. It measured 1.05m x >0.20m wide 

(running beyond the limit of excavation to the southwest) x 0.20m deep. It is unclear if 

the masonry survived to its original height and its original form and function are 

unknown. 

 

Possible retaining wall 
Contexts: 0625, 0650 
Likely date: 19th century 
 

A free-standing wall without foundation (0625; Fig. 10, section S.1 & Fig. 16; Pl. 12) was 

built about 0.7m southwest of and parallel to boundary wall 0605. It was constructed of 

rough-hewn and randomly coursed blocks of chalk and sandstone, with some flint 

cobbles, and measured 0.40m wide x >0.30m long (running beyond the limit of 

excavation to the northwest) x 0.30m high. The wall was subsequently truncated to the 

southeast and its original extent in that direction is not known. The masonry was 

bonded with soft, yellowish brown sandy mortar, with some hard, light grey mortar on 

some of the stones indicating the re-use of previously bonded materials. 

 

The evidence for this structure is slight and its form and function are not obvious. The 

space between wall 0625 and boundary wall 0605 was filled with soft, light greyish 

brown sandy silt (0650; Fig. 10, section S.1) containing much crushed mortar with chalk 

and flint fragments. There were many voids throughout the deposit caused by the decay 

of large roots, indicating that trees or shrubs once grew against the southwest face of 

wall 0605 and suggesting that 0625 might have been a horticultural feature, such as a 

retaining wall for a raised border. 

 

External soil deposits (inc. probable garden soil) 
Contexts: 0622, 0651 
Likely date: 19th century 
 

These two deposits accumulated or were dumped against the southwest face of wall 

0625. 0651 was relatively localised and only recognised in section, while 0622 was 

more extensive and sealed foundation 0627 (Fig. 10, sections S.1 & S.2). 

 

0622: Soft, very dark grey silty loam with occasional pebbles, small fragments of CBM 

(medieval and post-medieval), pottery (16th–18th century), clay tobacco pipe stems 
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(19th century), bone, coal and chalk. It was up to 0.24m thick, possibly filling a shallow 

and irregular cut feature (not numbered) and is interpreted as a probable garden soil. 

 

0651: Soft, light to mid grey sandy silt with frequent flecks and small fragments of 

mortar and chalk but no finds. It was possible derived from the construction of wall 

0625. 

 

Garden soils and an associated cut feature 
Contexts: 0629, 0630, 0648 0649 
Likely date: 19th century 
 

An extensive layer of soft, mid brownish grey loamy soil 0649 accumulated or was 

dumped over possible retaining wall 0625 and earlier deposits of probable garden soil 

0622 and 0650, abutting boundary wall 0605 to the northeast (Fig. 10, sections S.1 & 

S.2). 0649 contained frequent flecks and small fragments of crushed mortar, moderate 

pebbles and occasional small fragments of brick and tile (not retrieved). It was up to 

0.35m thick and is interpreted as a garden soil. 

 

Garden soil 0649 was removed to the south by unspecified cut feature (possible pit) 

0630 (Fig. 10, section S.2). This was of uncertain shape, with very steep sides and an 

irregular base, measuring >0.80m x >0.97m x 0.40m deep. The cut was filled with soft, 

mid brownish grey sandy silt (0629) containing moderate pebbles and occasional small 

fragments of chalk and mortar but no finds. 

 

Following the backfilling of cut feature 0630 garden soil continued to accumulate in this 

area of the site (Fig. 10, sections S.1 & S.2): 0653 was a localised layer of soft, mid 

greyish brown loamy soil with occasional pebbles, small fragments of chalk, CBM and 

charcoal, sealing feature 0630. 0648 was a more extensive layer of soft, dark brownish 

grey loamy soil with occasional pebbles, small fragments of chalk, CBM and bone, up to 

0.35m thick. It abutted boundary wall 0605 to the northeast and extended beyond the 

limits of excavation in all other directions. 

 

Building 5 (15 Bridge Street) 
Contexts: 0604, 0608 
Likely date: Late 19th/early 20th century 
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Garden soil 0648 was truncated by the foundations (0604 & 0647) of a recently 

demolished house (Building 5; 15 Bridge Street), which was constructed against the 

southwest face of boundary wall 0605 (Fig. 16). The foundations consisted of shallow 

footings of concrete and brick rubble supporting stepped brick courses. The machine-

made bricks were stamped HICKS & GARDENER / FLETTON / PETERBOROUGH; 

this company is known to have operated during the period 1891–1911 

(http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a/records.aspx?cat=011-4196-4235&cid=-1#-1). 
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Figure 9.  Sections S.3 and S.4, in Trench 6
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Figure 10.  Sections S.1 and S.2, in Trench 6
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Figure 11.  Medieval stone-lined pit and location of sections in Trench 6
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Figure 12.  Building 4 (Phase 1) in Trench 6
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Figure 13.  Building 4 (Phase 2) in Trench 6

46



0541

0548

06
66

06
66

06
66

Fo
un

da
tio

n 0
60

4

06
04

Fo
un

da
tio

n 0
60

4

Foundatio
n 0604

Fo
un

da
tio

n 0
60

4

06
04

06
05

06
05

Ta
rm

ac

Co
nc

ret
e S

lab

Tarm
ac

Brick
 0604

06
05

06
05

06
05

0667

0667

0674

0674

0685

0681

0637

0646

0632

0637

0670

Post Pipe

06670667

0666

0668
0666

06
11

06
14

06
17

06
06

06
07

06
12

06
15

06
18

06
2006

25

06
68

06
85

0                                                                 5.00m

N

Mortar

Stone

Clay Floor

Figure 14.  Building 4 (Phase 3) in Trench 6
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             Plate 7.  Anglo-Saxon deposits over natural gravel (S.4), looking NW (0.5m scale) 

 
                                 Plate 8.  Stone-lined pit 0621, looking SW (0.5m scale) 

 
Plate 9.  Section S.1 (NE end), looking NW (0.5m scale)
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                                Plate 10.  Building 4 (Phase 3), looking NW (0.5m scale) 

 
                           Plate 11.  Probable soak-away 0620, looking NW (0.2m scale) 

 
              Plate 12.  Later post-medieval buildings and structures in Trench 6, looking NW
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6. Finds and environmental evidence 
 
Richenda Goffin 

6.1 Introduction 

The quantities of finds recovered from the evaluation are shown in Table 3. 

 
Material Quantity Weight (g) 
Pottery 300 6386 
CBM 51 3002 
Fired clay 1 30 
Clay tobacco pipe 4 11 
Iron nails 8 86 
Slag 8 2591 
Post-medieval bottle glass 10 69 
Lava stone 1 1049 
Burnt flint 7 395 
Stone 15 44975 
Animal bone 718 21208 
Shell 43 976 

Table 3.  Finds quantities 

 

The small quantities of additional bulk finds that were recovered through environmental 

processing have not been added to the database. 

 

6.2 The Pottery 

Sue Anderson 

Introduction 

A total of 302 sherds of pottery weighing 6,340g was collected from thirty-eight contexts. 

The assemblage was generally in good condition with only minor abrasion of some 

residual material. 

 

Table 4 shows the quantification by fabric; a summary catalogue by context is included 

as Appendix 6. 
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 Description Fabric Code No Wt/g Eve MNV 
Thetford-type ware THET 2.50 179 3841 5.43 172 
Thetford Ware (Grimston) THETG 2.57 8 261 0.25 8 
‘Early medieval' sandwich wares EMSW 2.58 4 267 1.00 4 
Stamford Ware Fabric A STAMA 2.61 1 21  1 
St. Neot's Ware STNE 2.70 8 149 0.05 7 
Late Saxon shelly wares LSSH 2.74 11 340 0.07 4 
Total late Saxon   211 4879 6.80 196 
Early medieval ware EMW 3.10 24 277 0.39 14 
Early medieval ware shelly EMWS 3.14 3 66  2 
Yarmouth-type ware YAR 3.17 1 5  1 
Early medieval sparse shelly ware EMWSS 3.19 1 4  1 
Stamford Ware Fabric B STAMB 3.71 1 10  1 
Pingsdorf Ware PING 7.24 1 11  1 
Total early medieval   31 373 0.39 20 
Medieval coarseware MCW 3.20 4 103 0.08 4 
Grimston coarseware GRCW 3.22 1 12  1 
Local medieval unglazed LMU 3.23 2 8  2 
Bury sandy fine ware BSFW 3.31 1 32 0.14 1 
Bury coarse sandy ware BCSW 3.32 4 75  4 
Bury medieval coarseware BMCW 3.33 1 7  1 
Hedingham coarseware HCW 3.43 7 76  3 
Ely coarseware ELCW 3.61 10 258 0.20 8 
Grimston-type ware GRIM 4.10 3 100 0.10 2 
Hedingham Ware HFW1 4.23 13 169  5 
Ely Glazed Ware ELYG 4.81 3 96 0.20 3 
Andenne Ware ANDN 7.62 2 17  2 
Total medieval   51 953 0.72 36 
Unprovenanced late medieval NLLM 5.00 1 18 0.13 1 
Late medieval and transitional LMT 5.10 5 79  4 
Bourne Ware Type D BOUD 5.24 1 13  1 
Total late medieval   7 110 0.13 6 
Iron-glazed blackwares IGBW 6.11 1 11  1 
Glazed red earthenware GRE 6.12 1 14  1 
Total post-medieval   2 25 0 2 
Total   302 6340 8.04 260 

Table 4.  Pottery quantification by fabric 

 

Methodology 

Quantification was carried out using sherd count, weight and estimated vessel 

equivalent (Eve). The minimum number of vessels (MNV) within each context was also 

recorded, but cross-fitting was not attempted unless particularly distinctive vessels were 

observed in more than one context. A full quantification by fabric, context and feature is 

available in the site archive. All fabric codes were assigned from the author’s post-

Roman fabric series, which includes East Anglian and Midlands fabrics, as well as 

imported wares. Thetford-type ware fabrics are based on Dallas (1984), and forms on 

Anderson (2004). Form terminology for medieval pottery is based on MPRG (1998). 

Recording uses a system of letters for fabric codes together with number codes for ease 

of sorting in database format. The results were recorded directly into a Microsoft Access 

database. 
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Pottery by period 

Late Anglo-Saxon 
Two-thirds of the assemblage was of late Anglo-Saxon date and this group was 

dominated by Thetford wares. Other Norfolk Thetford-type wares were present (THETG, 

EMSW), and a few regional wares were also found (STNE, STAMA, LSSH). The latter, 

an unusually coarse shelly ware, is of uncertain provenance but could be from southern 

Lincolnshire or the Midlands. 

 

Of the 196 vessels represented in this group, the forms of thirty-nine could be identified 

on the basis of rims or other diagnostic features. Jars were the most frequent types, 

with medium ‘AB’ jars forming the largest group (eighteen examples), followed by large 

‘AC’ jars (seven examples) and small ‘AA’ jars (two examples). Nine bowls were found, 

the majority BB12 (five examples), with one BB7 and three plain straight-sided bowls. 

More unusual types included a decorated spouted pitcher (AD), a large ‘AF’ jar, and a 

costrel. Three vessels had applied thumbed strips and were probably part of large jars 

or bowls. Of the rim types, few early forms were present (one possible type 3; four type 

5), with the majority being intermediate forms 4 and 5/6 (eighteen and two examples 

respectively), and later types 6 and 7 (eight and two examples respectively). Three 

bowls had upright plain rims. 

 

Decoration was present on some vessels, particularly the Thetford wares. Nine vessels 

had applied thumbed strips and seven were rouletted, one of these with incised wavy 

lines on the rim. A large body sherd from a spouted pitcher had vertical applied 

thumbed strips and horizontal cordons with rouletting (cf. Dallas 1984, nos. 161–2). 

 

Early medieval 
A small quantity of early medieval pottery was recovered, generally in association with 

the late Anglo-Saxon wares and probably of broadly 11th-century date. Four typical jar 

rims of simple everted form were present in the EMW group; no other vessel forms were 

identifiable. There was no decoration in this group, other than yellow glaze on the 

Stamford Ware sherd. 

 

One body sherd has been identified as Pingsdorf Ware but is less highly fired than the 

typical fabric and it may be an earlier Rhenish product such as Badorf Ware. 
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Medieval 
The medieval group comprises a range of local and regional coarsewares including 

examples from west and north Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire and Essex. Some of the 

unprovenanced coarsewares were in medium sandy, pale grey fabrics and may have 

been made locally. Most fragments were body sherds but three jar rims were present in 

ELCW (simple everted), BSFW and MCW (both square beaded). Decoration included 

applied thumbed strips on one Hedingham and one Ely coarseware vessel and combed 

lines on a Grimston coarseware sherd. 

 

Glazed wares made up 39% of this group by sherd count and 35% by MNV. This is a 

relatively high proportion and may indicate a fair degree of affluence. The glazed wares 

came from broadly the same range of production sites as the coarsewares, with Ely and 

Hedingham predominating. The Hedingham ware included several sherds of a vessel 

decorated with applied curving strips, which was spread through two contexts (posthole 

fill 5132 and underlying layer 5148), and body sherds from another (or possibly the 

same) orange-glazed vessel that were found in four contexts (posthole fill 5132, and 

underlying or adjacent layers 5134, 5135 & 5148). Ely wares included the beaded rim of 

a jug (5134), and the Grimston sherds included two from a face jug with an applied 

hand (0671) and a beaded jug rim with twisted rod handle (5105). 

 

Two sherds of Andenne Ware from Belgium were present also, one unglazed and the 

other glazed with a thin pale yellowish glaze.  

 

Late medieval and post-medieval 
Late medieval and post-medieval wares were not common in this assemblage. LMT 

was the most frequent type but was represent by a handful of body and base sherds 

only. A non-local, possibly Essex, late medieval jar rim was found in layer 0638, and the 

same context contained a body sherd of Bourne D ware with partial green glaze. 

 

A blackware handle was found in construction fill 5100 (Building 3), and there was a 

brown-glazed GRE body sherd from layer 0622. Both are broadly of 16th- to 18th-

century date. 
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Pottery by context 

The majority of the assemblage was from stratified fills and layers, with only twenty-six 

sherds recovered as unstratified finds. Table 5 shows the distribution of pottery by 

feature. 

 
Feature Context Type Fabrics Spot date 
Trench 5     
 0537 Dump HFW1 M12th–13th c 
 0554 Dump THET L10th–11th c 
 0590 Surface THET, EMW 11th c? 
 5117 External soil THET, STAMA, LSSH, EMSW, EMW, STAMB, HCW 12th c?* 
 5134 Deposit ELCW, BCSW, HCW, HFW1, ELYG 13th c 
 5135 Deposit THET, EMSW, EMW, GRCW, MCW, LMU, BCSW, HCW, ELCW, 

HFW1 
M12th–13th c 

 5146 Deposit THET, STNE, EMSW, EMW, EMWS, HCW, ANDN, BMCW 12th–13th c 
 5148 Deposit THET, EMW, EMWSS, ANDN, HFW1 12th–13th c 
 5160 Finds THET, THETG, BCSW, BSFW 13th c 
 5168 Dump THET, STNE  L10th–11th c 
 5174 Dump THET, THETG 11th c 
0513 5100 Cellar IGBW 16th–18th c 
0548 0547 Pit LMT 15th–16th c 
0599 0598 Pit MCW, ELCW 12th–14th c 
5106 5105 Pit GRIM 13th–14th c 
5127 5126 Posthole THET, ELYG 13th–14th c 
5133 5132 Posthole EMWS, MCW, BCSW, HFW1, ELYG 13th c 
5141 5139 Pit EMW 11th–12th c 
5143 5142 Pit THET 10th–11th c 
5145 5144 Pit THET, THETG, YAR, EMW, EMWS, PING 11th c 
5156 5155 Pit THET 11th c 
5159 5157 Unspecified THET 11th c 
5159 5158 Unspecified THET L10th–11th c 
5162 5161 Pit THET, STNE L10th–11th c 
Trench 6     
 0622 Deposit GRE 16th–18th c 
 0638 Deposit LMT, NLLM, BOUD 15th–16th c 
 0641 Deposit THET 10th–11th c* 
 0655 Deposit THET, STNE, LSSH, THETG 11th c 
 0665 Tread EMW 11th–-12th c 
 0671 Deposit GRIM 13th–14th c 
 0672 Dump THET, THETG 11th c 
 0673 Dump ELCW 12th–14th c 
 0696 Finds THET 11th c 
 0702 Deposit THET 11th c 
 0703 Deposit THET 10th–11th c 

Table 5.  Pottery by feature 

* later CBM present 

 

The largest group from a single context was thirty-seven sherds (863g) from external 

soil 5117. Pit 5156 contained thirty-one sherds (363g) and feature 5159 also produced 

thirty-one sherds (556g). All other contexts had less than twenty-five sherds each. 
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Based on the pottery, several features and layers can be dated to the late Anglo-Saxon 

and medieval phases. Some of the late Anglo-Saxon wares were redeposited in the 

medieval period. 

 

Discussion of the pottery 

The earliest pottery to be recovered from the site is of late Anglo-Saxon date. There is 

little in this group to indicate a very early start for the site, with the majority of forms 

belonging to the second half of the Thetford Ware range, suggesting that the site saw 

most activity in the later 10th- and 11th centuries. There is a small quantity of early 

medieval ware and some high medieval ware, indicating continuation into the 13th- or 

perhaps 14th centuries. Beyond this there is little in the assemblage to indicate use in 

the late medieval or early modern periods, perhaps because this material was being 

disposed of elsewhere or had been removed by later development. 

 

The late Anglo-Saxon assemblage is typical of Thetford, being dominated by the locally 

produced fabric, backed up by products from elsewhere in the region. Generally these 

would be expected to come from northwest Norfolk, St Neots (Cambridgeshire) and 

Stamford (Lincolnshire), but in this group another shelly ware of uncertain provenance 

was present also. It is likely to have come from a similar area to the other two non-local 

wares, however. The range of forms can be paralleled elsewhere in the town, although 

decorated pitchers and costrels are relatively rare finds and in this small group they may 

indicate a degree of relatively high status. 

 

Early medieval wares were generally found in association with late Anglo-Saxon wares 

and probable represent 11th-century activity. Few forms could be identified but all are 

typical of their fabrics and common types. One import of this date, or possibly slightly 

earlier, was present also. 

 

High medieval wares generally form a small proportion of Thetford assemblages, and 

this small group is interesting in containing a relatively wide range of fabrics from 

sources within a twenty-five mile radius of the town. Whilst it is possible that Thetford 

was still producing pottery into the medieval period (medieval forms in similar fabrics to 

the late Anglo-Saxon wares are found sometimes), it seems that much of the pottery of 
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this date was brought in from elsewhere. A twenty to twenty-five mile catchment area is 

not unusual for urban sites of this period. 

 

Late medieval wares were rare on the site, but even at this date pottery was travelling 

from as far away as Lincolnshire and possibly Essex. Post-medieval wares were 

represented by two sherds of typical East Anglian type – the exact sources are 

unknown but pottery of this type was being produced in Ely and these vessels may have 

travelled across the Fens in a similar fashion to much earlier wares at the site. 

 

6.3 Ceramic building material and fired clay 

Sue Anderson 

Introduction 

Fifty-two fragments of CBM weighing 3,183g were collected from fifteen contexts. A 

fragment of fired clay (30g) was found also. 

 

The assemblage was quantified (count and weight) by fabric and form. Fabrics were 

identified on the basis of macroscopic appearance and main inclusions. The width, 

length and thickness of bricks and floor tiles were measured where possible, but roof tile 

thicknesses were only measured when another dimension was available. Forms were 

identified from work in Norwich (Drury, 1993), based on measurements. Other form 

terminology follows Brunskill’s glossary (1990). A full catalogue of the CBM is included 

as Appendix 7. 

 

The assemblage 

Table 6 shows the quantification by fabric and form. 
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Fabric Code RTM RTP RTP? RID EB LB FT? 
Estuarine clays est 13  1   
Estuarine clays with coarse sand est(cs) 2     
Fine sandy fs 3     
Fine sandy with occasional coarse quartz fscq 5     
Fine sandy with flint fsf   1  
Fine sandy with flint and ferrous fsffe 1     
Fine sandy micaceous fsm 2   1  
Medium sandy ms 1    
Medium sandy with coarse quartz mscq 2 1   5  
Medium sandy with flint msf 5     
Medium sandy with ferrous inclusions msfe 7     
Medium sandy with flint and ferrous msffe    2 
Totals  16 24 1 1 1 7 2 

Table 6.  CBM by fabric and form 

 

Roofing 
Forty-two fragments of roof tile were collected. Fifteen plain roof tiles were in estuarine 

clay fabrics of medieval date (RTM) and one in a red-firing fabric with a reduced core 

may also be medieval; none of the tiles were glazed. Twenty-five fragments were 

probably late or post-medieval plain roof tiles (RTP), all in red-firing fabrics. No peg 

holes were present in any of the fragments. One small fragment of a post-medieval 

ridge tile (RID) was found also. 

 

Walling 
One small fragment (10g) of early brick (EB) was recovered from layer 0622. It was in 

an estuarine clay fabric. 

 

Seven fragments of five late bricks (LB) were recovered from five contexts. All were 

abraded and none was measurable. 

 

Flooring 
Two fragments of a possible floor tile (FT?) were recovered from layer 0622. The 

fragments were 20mm thick and showed no signs of wear. They are likely to be pieces 

of a post-medieval quarry floor tile. Traces of mortar were present on the base. 

 

Fired clay 

One fragment of fired clay was collected from layer 5148. It is in an orange and grey 

medium sandy fabric with occasional flint inclusions. The surface is roughly smoothed 

and there is a possible wattle impression, suggesting that it may be a fragment of daub. 
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Summary of the CBM 

A high proportion of this group is of medieval date and includes both roofing material 

and bricks. This is indicative of a relatively high-status building of 13th- to 15th-century 

date in the near vicinity. The post-medieval assemblage is typical of the area and 

contains little of note. The assemblage is too small for further interpretation. 

 

6.4 Clay tobacco pipe 

Four fragments of post-medieval clay tobacco pipe were collected from the evaluation 

(11g). The pieces, which were all stem fragments, were recovered from three contexts: 

an external soil layer 0622, the construction fill 5100 of cellar cut 0513 and the fill of a 

posthole 5110. Being stem fragments these can not be dated precisely, although the 

two pieces from 0622 are probably 19th century and the one from 5100 is of 18th- or

19th-century date. 

 

6.5 Slag 

Eight fragments of slag were recovered from four contexts. The largest quantity (five 

fragments) was found in 0583, the fill of posthole 0584, which contained no datable 

finds. A single very large fragment was recovered from the fill 5155 of pit 5156, which 

also contained a group of Thetford type ware dating to the 11th century. A small slag 

piece from the external soil horizon 0641 was accompanied by a fragment of late Anglo-

Saxon pottery but also a fragment of late medieval/post-medieval ceramic building 

material. Another fragment of slag found as part of miscellaneous finds assemblage 

5160 was associated with sherds of late Anglo-Saxon and medieval pottery.  

 

6.6  Iron nails 

Five nails were recovered from four contexts: dump deposit 0527, clay floor or collapsed 

walling 0654, posthole fill 5132 (medieval) and miscellaneous finds assemblage 5160 

(late Anglo-Saxon and medieval). One of the nails in 0527 has a lozenge-shaped head.  
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6.7  Post-medieval bottle glass 

Fragments of a green glass bottle were distributed in the fills of three postholes (0614, 

0616 and 0617). The vessel is small and globular, with a string rim, but because it is so 

fragmentary it cannot be dated closely. 

 

6.8 Lava stone  

A single fragment of worked lava stone (1049g) was recovered from external soil layer 

0622. It has a dark grey vesicular texture and is probably from the Rhineland. The stone 

has a surviving height of 62mm. It has been roughly dressed on one surface, whilst the 

working surface shows clear indications of wide radial furrows, suggestive of a millstone 

rather than a domestic rotary quern to be turned by hand. The stone was found with two 

fragments of clay tobacco pipe and a fragment of Glazed red earthenware dated 

approximately 16th- to 18th century. 

 

6.9  Stone 

Small quantities of heat-altered stone were identified. Three fragments of a shelly 

limestone from fill 5157 of pit 5159 were partially pink/orange through burning, and two 

fragments of burnt chalk(?) were collected from external soil deposit 5117. 

 

Fragments of plain dressed Barnack stone were not given small find numbers. This 

stone was found in 0507, 0587, 0668 and 5117. Some faces of the stone showed clear 

evidence of being burnt. 

 

6.10  Small finds 

Introduction 

A total of twenty-three objects were assigned small find numbers. These have been 

catalogued (Appendix 8) and the metalwork sent for x-ray. A breakdown of the 

assemblage by material type can be seen below (Table 7). The assemblage dates 

mainly from the late Anglo-Saxon and medieval periods. 
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Material No of small finds 
Antler 2 
Bone 4 
Glass 1 
Iron 11 
Stone 5 
Total 23 

Table 7.  Number of small finds by material type 

 

The small finds by period 

Late Anglo-Saxon 
Comments and descriptions provided by Ian Riddler 

 

Although many of the small finds date to the late Anglo-Saxon period and were found in 

association with pottery of the 11th century, in some cases they were found in features 

such as dumps and external deposits that also contained medieval material. 

 

An incomplete bead made from potash glass (SF1001) was recovered from an external 

soil deposit 5117. About half of the bead survives. It is usually considered that late 

Anglo-Saxon beads (which are few in number) were made from leaded glass (Pritchard 

1991, 172), and a potash glass bead is therefore a rare find (Ian Riddler, pers comm). A 

large disc of potash glass from London, which could well be a spindle whorl rather than 

a bead (Pritchard 1991, 190; cf. Evison 2000, 90), represents one of the few examples 

known from this period in England. 

 

Two complete bone needles (SF1002 & SF1003) were recovered from deposit 5158. 

SF1002 has a flat apex to the head and a straight shaft, and for that reason it has been 

catalogued as an Ipswich Group 1 (Riddler et al, forthcoming). SF1003 retains the 

natural bone of the distal end of the pig fibula and belongs to Ipswich Group 7. Both are 

common object types and over thirty examples have come from previous excavations in 

Thetford (Riddler 2004, 60). 

 

A bone skate (SF1004) made from a horse metapodial was found in deposit 0701. 

Skates made from horse bones are not common in East Anglia before the eleventh 

century (Riddler 2004, 61). This example is 253mm in length, making it one of the 

longest to have been recovered from Thetford (Ian Riddler, pers comm).  
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Fragments of red deer antler waste were collected under two small find numbers 

(SF1016 & SF1017). The waste includes a red deer burr with part of the pedicle still 

attached, of a size comparable with the smaller red deer antlers from Ipswich. More 

antler fragments were identified amongst the bulk animal bone assemblage. The antler 

from dumped deposit 5174 (SF1016) was found with three sherds of pottery dating to 

the 11th century.  Although only a small quantity of waste, the significance of this 

material is increased when it is realised that less than a dozen fragments of antler waste 

have been recovered previously from Thetford (Riddler 2004, 66).  

 

A fragmentary bone handle (SF1018) was found in external dump 0655. It has been 

trimmed to a near-rectangular section and decorated with bands of lateral lines and 

some diagonal hatching. It belongs to the larger type of bone handle, which is common 

from the 10th century onwards. This type of handle would have required packing in 

order to be secured (MacGregor, Mainman & Rogers 1999, 1971).  

 

Two fragmentary pieces of iron (SF1007 & SF1010) appear to be sections of tangs from 

whittle tang knives, but cannot be identified to type. Both knives were found in dumped 

deposits containing a mixture of pottery dating from the late Anglo-Saxon period through 

to the medieval period.  

 

An iron pin (SF1009) found in dumped deposit 5135 is in good condition with part of the 

head present, suggesting that it was originally of ring-headed form. Small iron dress 

pins are more familiar from early and middle Anglo-Saxon contexts and there are no 

published examples from previous excavations in Thetford (Ian Riddler, pers comm).  

 

A fragmentary iron blade of rectangular form (SF1015; unstratified), probably derives 

from a drawknife similar to contemporary examples from Bishopstone (Thomas 2010, 

116). It lacks any obvious handle attachment at one end, which defines one particular 

type of drawknife, but may have included a single handle (rather than two handles), 

aligning it with a second type known at this period. 

 

One further object may be late Anglo-Saxon in date. The precise identification of an iron 

object (SF1014) remains unclear but it appears to be a composite sheet metal item that 

could be part of a lock, possibly a barrel lock, which is a well-known form for this period 

and has been found previously in Thetford. 
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Medieval 
A large fragment of medieval pottery (SF1005), which had clearly been associated with 

metalworking activity, was found in deposit 5148. The sherd is a redware that has 

dribbles of clear glaze on its external surface. The inside has heavy deposits of iron and 

copper alloy. It is not technically a crucible, as the fabric of the vessel has not been 

heavily heated and it is not semi-vitrified, so it is unclear what these remains represent. 

 

The base of a stone mortar (SF1023) was recovered from cobbled surface 0557. The 

vessel was made from a shelly limestone and has a diameter of c. 180mm at the 

bottom. The base is worn internally. Most of the upper half is missing, with only the 

remnants of the struts visible. 

 

Three stone architectural mouldings were found, re-used in post-medieval foundation 

0507. They are all in Barnack stone (Dave Gill, pers comm) and are described below: 

 

 Fragment of engaged column, with a diameter c. 95mm (SF1019) 
 

 Fragment of faceted moulding, burnt on one side. Cross shaped mason’s mark 
on face (SF1020) 

 
 Hexagonal shaped block (SF1022) 

 

Another moulding (SF1021) came from pit fill 0693. This is a sub-rectangular block, 

rounded at one corner and with two adjacent faces having iron staples or cramps fixed 

into the stone with molten lead (Pl. 13). This is a medieval technique known in 

buildings dating from the 12th century onwards (Lepsky & Nussbaum 2005, 268). 

 

General discussion of the worked stone  

(Information provided by Dave Gill) 

 

In addition to the worked stone listed above as small finds there was one other worked 

stone that was not given a small find number. This was a large fragment, partially burnt, 

with a recessed area and a deep, circular socket for an iron fitting, perhaps part of a 

window hinge or fitting. It was re-used as a stepping stone or post pad in Building 4 

(0668). 
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The stone assemblage seems relatively homogenous in style and date; there is nothing 

to indicate that there is more than one building or phase of building represented in the 

collection. The moulding of the stone is simple and plain so none of the fragments are 

stylistically late. 

 

It is not possible to know which religious establishment the moulded stone came from 

originally, but its relatively early date suggests that it may have come from the nearby 

Cluniac Priory of Our Lady, which was built 1107–14. 

 

 

 
 

             Plate 13.  Stone moulding with iron staples or cramps (SF1021); height 230mm
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6.11 Faunal remains 

Julie Curl 

Introduction 

The evaluation produced over 21kg of faunal remains. The assemblage consists of a 

range of domestic mammals and birds, along with three wild mammals and one wild 

bird. It includes evidence of skinning, tanning and antler working and a probable 

(possibly unfinished) worked bone object. 

 

Methodology 

The analysis was carried out following a modified version of guidelines by English 

Heritage (Davis, 1992). All of the bone was examined to determine range of species 

and elements present. A record was also made of butchering and any indications of 

skinning, horn working and other modifications. When possible, ages were estimated 

along with any other relevant information, such as pathologies. Measurements were 

taken where appropriate following Von Den Driesch, 1976.  Tooth wear measurements 

were recorded following Hillson, 1996. Counts and weights were noted for each context 

and counts made for each species. Where bone could not be identified to species, they 

were grouped as, for example, ‘large mammal’, ‘bird’ or ‘small mammal’.  The results 

were recorded in a Microsoft Excel database that forms part of the site archive. 

 

The bone assemblage 

Quantification, provenance and preservation 
21,473g of faunal remains, consisting of 697 pieces, were recovered from forty-one 

contexts. Most of the bone was found in fills with ceramics of a late Anglo-Saxon to 

early medieval date, with some bone associated with finds of a medieval to post-

medieval date range; a small amount of the assemblage is not datable. Quantification of 

the faunal assemblage is presented by period, feature type and weight in Table 8 and 

by fragment count in Table 9. 

 

 

 

66 



Period and Weight 

 
Feature Type Late Saxon/ 

Early Med Late Med Medieval/ 
Post-Med Medieval Post-Med Undated 

 
Feature Total 

Cellar     19g  19g 

Finds 3658g   728g   4386g 

Layer 7532g  4179g 1747g 529g 56g 14043g 

Pit 555g 38g  216g  71g 880g 

Posthole 203g   213g 231g 76g 723g 

Unspecified 1422g      1422g 

Period Total 13370g 38g 4179g 2904g 779g 203g 21473g 

Table 8.  Quantification of the faunal assemblage by period, feature type and weight 

 

The bone in this assemblage is generally in sound condition. A good deal of 

fragmentation has occurred from butchering, but some less severe methods of 

butchering (such as basic skinning) have resulted in many complete elements being 

present. The bone recovered from the late Anglo-Saxon/early medieval layers 0702 and 

0703 showed a much darker colour than other bone in this assemblage, suggesting 

they had lain in organic and probably waterlogged conditions for a time. Canid gnawing 

was noted on small quantities of sheep/goat and cattle bone from medieval and post-

medieval deposits. The gnawed remains included good quality meat bones and these 

were deposited with other food waste, indicating meat waste was given to domestic 

dogs. No burnt bone was present, suggesting that bone was buried rather than 

disposed of in a fire. 

 

Period and Fragment Count 

 
 

Feature Type 
Late Saxon/ 
Early Med Late Med Medieval/ 

Post-Med Medieval Post-Med Undated 
 

Feature Total 

Cellar     2  2 
Finds 89   14   103 
Layer 182  185 85 19 5 476 

Pit 30 1  14  5 50 
Posthole 5   8 8 1 22 

Unspecified 44      44 
Period Total 350 1 185 121 29 11 697 

Table 9.  Quantification of the faunal assemblage by period, feature type and fragment count 
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Species range and modifications and other observations 
Ten species were identified in this assemblage, with a range of domestic and wild 

mammals and birds. Quantification of the assemblage by period, species and number of 

identified specimens (NISP) can be seen in Table 10. 

 

Period and NISP 

Species Late Saxon/ 
Early Med Late Med Medieval/ 

Post-Med Medieval Post-Med Undated 

 
Species 

Total 

Bird - Duck 1      1 

Bird - Fowl 3  1 1   5 

Bird - Goose 1  1 1 1 1 5 

Cattle 65  24 12 3 1 105 

Deer - Fallow 1      1 

Deer - Red     1  1 

Equid   1  1  2 

Mammal 228 1 138 79 17 7 470 

Pig/boar 21  11 9 1 1 43 

Sheep/goat 29  8 19 5 1 62 
Small Mammal  
- Hare 1  1    2 

Period Total 350 1 185 121 29 11 697 

Table 10.  Quantification of the faunal assemblage by period, species and NISP 

 

The bulk of the remains were derived from the main domestic meat animals – cattle, 

sheep/goat and pig. The cattle remains consist mostly of adults, with some older 

juveniles. The cattle bones elements suggest mixed waste, with several bones from 

skinning and many good quality meat-bearing bones, most of the remains butchered, 

some heavily chopped when cuts of meat were created. Like the cattle, sheep/goat are 

represented by mostly adult elements, with a small amount of juvenile bone. As with the 

bovine remains, there is a good deal of skinning waste and complete lower limb bones, 

and many good quality meat bones were recorded throughout. The positive 

identification of an older goat was made from a mandible in 0696; this animal might 

have been kept for milk. Small amounts of horn core were seen from the sheep and 

cattle, but none showed any obvious modifications that would suggest horn-working 

waste.  

 

The pig/boar remains were largely from juveniles with a few adult bones, and 0702 

produced a neonatal bone, suggesting nearby breeding. The porcine bones consisted 
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mostly of mandibles. There is considerable variation in the sizes of the individuals in this 

assemblage, with the jaws and larger tusks seen from layer 5117 suggesting a boar.  

 

Two equid bones were seen. A pony-sized proximal phalange was recovered from layer 

0638. A pony-sized equid intermediate phalange from layer 5117 had been chopped 

close to the distal end and the hoof, suggesting this equid had been utilised for its hide.  

 

Wild mammals were represented by hare bones seen in layer 0702 and layer 5117. 

Both hare bones had been cut, suggesting skinning and probable meat. Two species of 

deer were recorded. A fragment of Fallow Deer antler – a section of the palm and a 

palm tine – was found in miscellaneous finds assemblage 0696. A tine from a Red 

Deer, measuring 125mm in length, was recovered from posthole 0616; this tine shows 

an irregular  swelling close to its base, which might have occurred from stress or 

damage when the antler was forming. Both of the antler fragments have been sawn, 

indicating waste from working activities.  

 

Bird remains were seen in nine deposits. Most of these birds were fowl and goose, with 

a single bone from a duck (Mallard) from layer 5174. Most of the bird remains, including 

the duck, had been butchered, attesting to their use for meat. The goose and fowl are 

likely to have been kept close by for a supply of eggs and the goose may have supplied 

feathers.  

 

Two pathologies were noted, including the swelling at the base of the Red Deer antler in 

0610, which may have occurred from damage or stress when the antler was formed. A 

small lesion was seen on the proximal end of a cattle metacarpal in 5158 that appears 

to be osteochondritis dissecans; this condition is associated with trauma and can occur 

in relatively young animals and suggests a difficult time as a juvenile, suffering from 

harsh conditions, a poor diet, trauma or infections. 

 

Evidence for butchering was seen throughout the assemblage. Skinning was frequently 

recorded from the domestic food mammals, particularly the cattle and sheep/goat, with 

numerous complete metapodials present in mostly late Anglo-Saxon/early medieval 

deposits. Heavier butchering, in the form of cleaver chops from the dismemberment of 

the animals and preparation of cuts of meat, was noted on many main meat-bearing 

bones. Split cattle and sheep vertebrae were seen, from the splitting of the carcass into 
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two halves. Finer knife cuts were seen on the more substantial limb bones, scapulas 

and pelvic bones from the removal of meat. There are many sections of rib that have 

been chopped and cut into sections, possibly for use in soups and stews. The bird 

remains were more lightly butchered, with only the use of the knife in most cases; much 

lighter butchering is generally expected with birds, whose carcasses are often cooked 

reasonably whole and little effort is required to remove the cooked meat from the bone.  

 

Working of faunal material is indicated clearly by the sawn fragments of antler 

mentioned above. The late Anglo-Saxon/early medieval fill 5158 also produced two 

pieces that form a probable unfinished pin or needle. This worked bone is an almost 

complete 2nd or 4th metapodial (a small and modified metapodial found to the rear of 

the much larger cannon bones); it measures 100mm in length, at the widest point it is 

10.5mm and at the narrowest point 4.9mm. The bone has clearly been trimmed at the 

proximal end and a few fine cuts are noted along the shaft; there is also considerable 

polishing along the shaft. There is no hole that would indicate a finished needle and the 

pointed end is broken, possibly suggesting an unfinished piece. 

 

Discussion of the bone assemblage 

The bulk of this assemblage is derived from primary and secondary butchering and food 

waste, along with some working waste. The presence of numerous complete 

metapodials, often with evidence of fine knife cuts, would strongly suggest waste from 

skinning and tanning activities. Bones associated with hide processing can vary: 

Serjeantson (1989) mentions sites with variable amounts of metapodials, phalanges 

and horn cores present. The scarcity of phalanges in this assemblage may be due to a 

recovery bias. The lower number of horn cores in this assemblage might suggest these 

had been removed for horn-working activities elsewhere in the town. Tanning activities 

were interpreted at Brandon Road, Thetford, both from the animal remains and the 

presence of a large quantity of acorns that might have been used for their tannin 

content (Dallas, 1993). Dallas also mentions accounts in the Domesday Book where 

industry south of the river in Thetford includes ‘renders of goat skins and ox hides’. 

Bone and antler working was also recorded at Brandon Road (ibid) and this is certainly 

evident with the antler-working waste and the bone object recovered in the assemblage 

from this evaluation. The presence of equid phalanges, one of which had been 

butchered, might suggest these were included for hide processing.  
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The age ranges of the cattle and ovicaprids would suggest various uses prior to death, 

such as traction for cattle, wool, dung and milk for sheep and subsequently meat, hides 

and other by-products. Traction is certainly indicated by the lesion on the cattle bone, 

which is often seen in cattle remains from medieval or earlier deposits when cattle were 

commonly used for pulling carts and ploughs. Both the cattle and sheep/goat had been 

skinned and there were many complete metapodials in this assemblage that suggest 

some tanning activities with these species. 

 

Meat waste disposal is also represented. Keeping of domestic birds is indicated, 

probably for eggs and perhaps feathers prior to their use for meat. The hare and the 

deer would suggest local hunting for meat and other by-products. 

 

It is highly recommended that sieving should be carried out during any further 

excavation at this site, either using the soil riddle methods, using a maximum 8mm 

mesh sieve or by the retrieval of bulk samples using a 1mm mesh. These samples 

would increase the chances of retrieval of the smaller foot bones (especially those of 

the sheep/goat) that might further support evidence of skinning and tanning and other 

industrial activities. Both sample methods would increase the retrieval of bird and fish 

bones, and smaller species of mammals. 

 

Shell 

Fragments of oyster shell were present in nine contexts, three of which also contained 

mussel shell. The shells were mainly recovered from dumped deposits and soil layers of 

late Anglo-Saxon and medieval date, and none were found in the fills of pits.  

 

6.12 Discussion of the finds evidence 

The artefactual assemblage includes a considerable quantity of late Anglo-Saxon 

ceramics and small finds, including worked bone and antler. This material was found in 

deposits that have been assigned to that period, such as the buried soil horizons in 

Trench 6, but also frequently in deposits and features of a later, medieval date. Only 

relatively small quantities of animal bone were collected from Anglo-Saxon contexts, but 

cattle, sheep or goat, pig/boar and bird were identified. Two large, long horn core 
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fragments were present in 5174, and other animal bone of this date showed evidence of 

butchery and trimming. 

 

The medieval pottery includes a relatively large amount of glazed wares, which is 

usually considered to be an indicator of wealth; there is also a quantity of medieval 

roofing tile that suggests the presence of a substantial building in the vicinity. Both these 

artefact types may be evidence of the close proximity of the site to the Dominican priory 

and its associated buildings. 

 

By contrast, the site itself showed evidence of medieval structures with hearths, and 

quantities of hammerscale were identified amongst the debris recovered through the 

bulk sampling of deposits within Building 4. One of the small finds (SF1005) from 

dumped deposit 5148 is a medieval glazed redware that has deposits of iron and 

copper adhering to the interior, suggesting some industrial process. 

 

There is little artefactual evidence dating to the post-medieval period apart from pottery 

fragments from the cellar of the Anchor Inn (Trench 5) and two deposits in Trench 6, 

and some post-medieval roofing tile.  

 

 

6.13 Plant macrofossils and other remains 

Val Fryer 

 

Introduction and method statement 

Twelve samples for the retrieval of plant macrofossil assemblages were submitted for 

assessment. 

 

The samples were bulk floated by SCCAS and the flots were collected in a 300 micron 

mesh sieve. The dried flots were scanned under a binocular microscope at 

magnifications up to16x and the plant macrofossils and other remains noted are 

tabulated in Appendix 9 (Anglo-Saxon contexts)  and Appendix 10 (medieval contexts). 

Nomenclature within those tables follows Stace (1997). 
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Results 

Cereal grains/chaff, seeds of common weeds and wetland plants, and tree/shrub 

macrofossils were recorded at low to moderate densities within all twelve assemblages. 

Preservation of the charred remains was generally quite poor, with many of the grains 

and seeds being severely puffed and distorted, probably as a result of combustion at 

very high temperatures. The de-watered remains were mostly well preserved, although 

some distortion had occurred as a result of the compaction of the deposits. The mineral 

replaced seeds were often fragmentary and difficult to identify with any degree of 

certainty. 

 

Oat (Avena sp.), barley (Hordeum sp.), rye (Secale cereale) and wheat (Triticum sp.) 

grains were recorded, with barley occurring most frequently. Barley and barley/rye type 

rachis nodes were also present (most notably within the assemblages from Samples 

<3> (hearth/oven 0576) and <4> (ashy occupation layer 0579), both in Building 1), and 

Sample <4> also included a single bread wheat (T.  aestivum/compactum) type rachis 

node. Other possible food plant remains included charred peas (Pisum sativum;  

Samples <1> <4> & <9>) and a fragment of de-watered grape (Vitisvinifera; Sample 

<9>) ‘pip’.  

 

The late Anglo-Saxon seed assemblages were largely composed of de-watered 

remains of segetal (arable field) and ruderal (waste land) weeds. Taxa noted included 

fat hen (Chenopodium album), cinquefoil (Potentilla sp.), meadow/creeping/bulbous 

buttercup (Ranunculus acris/repens/bulbosus), mignonette (Reseda sp.) and nettles 

(Urtica dioica and U. urens). Wetland plant macrofossils were also represented, with 

specimens of wild celery (Apium graveolens), sedge (Carex sp.), rush (Juncus sp.) and 

celery-leaved crowfoot (Ranunculus sceleratus) being recorded. Sample <11>, from 

buried soil horizon 0703, included de-watered hazel (Corylus avellana) nutshell 

fragments as well as a damson type (Prunus sp.) fruit stone and a single bramble 

(Rubus sect Glandulosus) ‘pip’. 

 

Charred weed seeds were relatively scarce, with most occurring within the medieval 

assemblages, most notably that from Sample <4> (occupation layer 0579 in Building 1). 

Segetal weeds and grassland herbs were predominant, and taxa noted included corn 

cockle (Agrostemma githago), small legumes (Fabaceae), goosegrass (Galium 

aparine), medick/clover/trefoil (Medicago/Trifolium/Lotus sp.), grasses (Poaceae) and 
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wild radish (Raphanus raphanistrum). Mineral replaced seeds of corn gromwell 

(Lithospermum arvense), poppy (Papaver sp.) and campion (Silene sp.) were also 

recorded. Charred wetland plant remains included saw-sedge (Cladium mariscus) 

seeds, spike-rush (Eleocharis sp.) nutlets and fragments of bur-reed (Sparganium 

erectum), and tree/shrub macrofossils included hazel nutshell fragments, elderberry 

(Sambucus nigra) ‘pips’ and a possible gorse (Ulex europaeus) seed. 

 

Charcoal/charred wood fragments, many of which were highly comminuted, were 

present throughout. Other plant macrofossils included pieces of charred, mineral 

replaced and de-watered root/stem, fragments of heather (Ericaceae) stem and 

indeterminate culm nodes and inflorescence fragments. The silica skeletons recorded 

within Sample <9> (buried soil horizon 0701) were of note as they were indicative of the 

high temperature combustion of plant remains within very well-oxygenated conditions. 

 

Other remains were scarce within the late Anglo-Saxon assemblages, although fish 

bones/scales were recorded (Sample <9>, buried soil horizon 0701; Sample <10>, flood 

horizon 0702) along with siliceous globules and vitreous concretions, both of which 

were probably indicative of the high temperature combustion of organic materials. Of 

the medieval assemblages, six contained ferrous hammerscale and/or spherules, 

probably suggesting that some smithing activity was occurring nearby. Although the 

majority of the fragments of black porous and tarry material were probable residues of 

the combustion of organic remains (including cereal grains) at very high temperatures, 

other pieces were harder and more brittle, possibly indicating that they were by-products 

of the combustion of coal, fragments of which were present within all eight of the 

medieval assemblages.  

 

Discussion of the plant macrofossils and other remains 

Changes in land use seem to be indicated by assemblages from late Anglo-Saxon 

contexts. The de-watered remains within buried soil horizon 0703 (Sample <11>) are 

largely indicative of a rough, damp, slightly overgrown grassland habitat. The presence 

of seeds of annual weed species may suggest that minimal cultivation of the soil was 

occurring somewhere nearby, although other evidence for human and/or animal activity 

is scarce. In contrast to this, the stratigraphically later buried soil horizon 0701 (Sample 

<9>) contains charred cereal grains, a high density of charcoal and a low to moderate 
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density of other midden waste, all of which are probably suggestive of nearby domestic 

activity. The presence of a fragmentary grape ‘pip’ within this assemblage is possibly of 

note, with contemporary parallels coming from, for example, two cess assemblages 

from St. Martin-at-Palace Plain, Norwich (Murphy, 1987). Possible midden debris is also 

noted within land reclamation deposit 5173 (Sample <12>) and flood horizon 0702 

(Sample <10>).  

 

By the medieval period, the nature of the area appears to have changed markedly, with 

significant evidence for industrial activity (most specifically smithing) being present 

within most assemblages. Both assemblages of 13th- to 14th-century date (Sample <6>, 

tread layer in Building 4; Sample <8>, pit fill 5105) contain high densities of ferrous 

spherules, with Sample 6 also including hammer scale and numerous small coal 

fragments (coal ‘dust’). Other remains are scarce, but it would appear that Building 4 

may have been a focus for this smithing activity. 

 

The deposits from Building 1 are noteworthy, as they comprise a hearth or oven (feature 

0576, Sample <3>) and layers of mostly ‘ashy’ occupation detritus. Of these ash layers, 

0579 (Sample <4>) is of particular significance as it includes a range of cereal grains, 

chaff and weed seeds along with a high density of charcoal/charred wood and 

numerous siliceous and vitreous globules. It would appear most likely that some or all of 

this material is derived from fuel (in the form of cereal processing waste, wood/charcoal, 

dried plant material and possibly coal) that was used within the hearth/oven, although 

exactly what this structure was used for is not clear from the stratigraphic evidence. 

However, it would appear that combustion occurred at very high temperatures. Similar 

material is recorded also from the fill of the structure (0575, Sample <3>), but at a lower 

density, suggesting that the structure was regularly cleaned as a means of preventing 

accidental fires. The presence of ferrous spherules within four of the assemblages is 

possibly of note, although it should be stated that these could be residual remains from 

earlier smithing activity (see above) on the site. 

 

Conclusions and recommendations for further work 

In summary, the current assemblages are of interest as they illustrate various facets 

and phases of the use and development of the site, from relatively undisturbed ground 

through to a built-up area with an apparent industrial focus. Although materials within 
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the late Anglo-Saxon de-watered samples are probably derived largely from plants 

growing on or near the site, the taphonomy of the medieval assemblages appears to be 

more complex, with cereal processing waste and dried herbage being imported to the 

site for use as fuel. In most instances, little can be deduced about the origin of these 

materials, although the predominance of barley may indicate that the processing waste 

was largely from cereals grown on the local, light sandy soils. The occurrence of small 

legume seeds might indicate that attempts were being made during the medieval period 

to improve these impoverished soils by rotational cropping with nitrogen fixing plants, a 

practise that has numerous contemporary parallels within the East Anglia region.  

 

Although the list of plant species noted within these samples is relatively 

comprehensive, in most instances the assemblages are small (<0.1 litres in volume), 

and only rarely is more than one seed of an individual species recorded. Therefore, as 

analysis would provide very little additional data to that included within this assessment, 

no further work is recommended. 
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7. Discussion 

This phase of evaluation of the former Anchor Hotel site has had significant 

archaeological results relating to the local topography and to the use of the site in the 

late Anglo-Saxon, medieval and post-medieval periods. These results supplement those 

from a previous phase of evaluation (Stirk, 2010). 

 

7.1 Topography 

River terrace gravels of glaciofluvial origin were encountered at a maximum height of 

8.20m OD in Trench 6. Similar deposits were not reached in Trench 5 and must 

therefore have been below 7.88m OD; this suggests that the natural topography slopes 

down from southwest to northeast, which is to be expected given the proximity of the 

site to the present courses of the Little Ouse River and the River Thet. During previous 

fieldwork the river terrace gravels were recorded at a height of approximately 8.4m OD 

in Trench 3, which was approximately 14m southeast of Trench 6 (Stirk 2010, 26; 

context 0368). They were observed also in borehole WS1 (approximately 5m southwest 

of Trench 6) at a depth below ground level of 2.05m, or approximately 7.9m OD (Hopla 

& Gearey 2010, 8). 

 

Previous evaluation trenches on the south-eastern side of the site revealed natural 

deposits of ‘light brown sand’ at heights of 8.17m OD (Trench 1) and 8.31m OD (Trench 

2). It is unclear from the available evidence whether these were river terrace deposits or 

more superficial fluvial deposits such as were recorded in boreholes WS9 and WS10, to 

the east of the site (ibid, 3). 

 

In Trench 5 the earliest recorded strata were fluvial deposits of sand and gravel, 

indicating that this area of the site was formerly within the channel of a high-energy 

watercourse. These deposits did not produce any cultural material but the uppermost 

layers did contain charcoal flecks, suggesting that they were laid down within the period 

of human history. This result has important implications for our understanding of land 

use on this site, since it shows that early occupation could have occurred only on higher 

ground to the south of this channel. 
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7.2 Anglo-Saxon period (AD 410–1066) 

The earliest significant use of the site seems to have occurred in the 10th–11th 

centuries and it is noteworthy that no earlier Anglo-Saxon material was found, even 

residually in later deposits. 

 

In Trench 6 the natural gravels were overlaid by a palaeosol (0703/0704) containing late 

Anglo-Saxon finds and an environmental assemblage suggesting that this was a damp, 

slightly overgrown grassland habitat. Flooding of this low-lying ground was represented 

by a subsequent accumulation of alluvial silt (0702), and a return to drier conditions 

(though still with occasional episodes of flooding) is shown by the formation of soil 

horizon 0701; the latter contained small amounts of pottery and bone, and 

environmental sampling produced charred cereal grains, a high density of charcoal and 

a low to moderate density of other midden waste, all of which are indicative of nearby 

domestic activity. Overlying dumps (to a height of 8.8m OD) probably represent a 

deliberate attempt in the late Anglo-Saxon period to raise the ground level and prevent 

flooding of land to the southwest. 

 

Dumping for land reclamation also occurred in the area of Trench 5, where layers of soil 

containing late Anglo-Saxon material accumulated (to a maximum height of 8.8m OD) 

over earlier fluvial deposits. It is possible (though no evidence was seen) that the 

apparently systematic land reclamation that occurred in this period was linked to the 

construction of riverside revetments or wharves, and that evidence for these structures 

might exist in the northern half of the site. 

 

The land reclamation dumps in Trench 5 were removed partially by some pits, the 

functions of which are unclear. Pits of similar date (10th–11th century) were recorded 

during the previous evaluation of the site, representing the earliest evidence for activity 

found in Trenches 1, 2 and 3. 

 

Although a possible timber building of this period was recorded in 2010 in Trench 1, no 

such evidence for buildings of the late Anglo-Saxon period was identified during the 

current phase of evaluation. Given that this area was obviously low lying and marginal 

before extensive land reclamation took place it seems likely that the focus of late Anglo-

Saxon settlement was on slightly higher ground to the south of the site. 
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7.3 Medieval period (1066–1500) 

In both evaluation trenches late Anglo-Saxon deposits and features were sealed by 

thick layers of loamy soil (5117 in Trench 5 & 0655 in Trench 6) containing small 

amounts of early medieval pottery (12th century or later). These deposits have been 

interpreted as cultivation horizons, although they might equally have represented a 

natural build-up of soil during a period of disuse of the site. Either way, they indicate a 

change of land use and this evidence accords well with what is known about the decline 

of the settlement on the south bank of the Little Ouse and its relocation north of the river  

in the early medieval period (Hoggett 2009, 11). 

 

Following a period of pitting and localised dumping, another significant change of land 

use occurred in the 13th/14th century when buildings were constructed along the Bridge 

Street frontage of the site. These were relatively insubstantial structures with flimsy 

chalk walls or foundations and clay or chalk floors, and it seems likely that they were 

workshops rather that houses. Building 1 (Trench 5) was possibly open-ended to the 

southwest and contained at least two hearths or ovens that were fired with a mixture of 

cereal processing waste, wood/charcoal, dried plant material and possibly coal. 

Repeated patching of the floors suggests that Building 1 was used intensively, but the 

paucity of domestic objects within these deposits supports the idea that this was not a 

dwelling. Building 1 (Trench 6) probably had two distinct phases of use separated by a 

period of abandonment.  A tread layer associated with its later phase of use contained a 

relatively high concentration of ferrous globules and hammerscale in association with 

coal dust, indicative of iron working in the immediate vicinity. Similar building remains 

were encountered during the previous evaluation of the site, in Trenches 1 and 3, 

indicating that occupation of the site was not confined to land bordering Bridge Street. 

 

It is noteworthy that no substantial medieval buildings have been found on this site. This 

is in marked contrast to the developments that took place on the opposite side of Bridge 

Street, where a Dominican friary and hospital were built in the 14th century on land that 

had formerly been occupied by a 12th-century Cluniac priory. 
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7.4 Post-medieval period (1500–1900) 

In the late medieval or early post-medieval period the remains of medieval buildings 

(Building 1 & Building 4) were truncated by pits and buried by external soil deposits, 

presumably garden soils to the rear of properties fronting on Bridge Street. 

 

From at least the early 18th century the site was occupied by a coaching inn, the 

Anchor, and part of its cellar (together with some probably associated foundations) was 

recorded in Trench 5; these well-preserved remains extend to the north, south and west 

of the evaluation trench. A substantial boundary wall on the south side of the property, 

probably of 19th-century date, was recorded in Trench 6. An adjoining building (15 

Bridge Street), erected in what had previously been a garden, was built in the late 19th- 

or early 20th century. 

 

8. Conclusions 

This phase of evaluation at the former Anchor Hotel site has demonstrated that 

significant archaeological remains of late Anglo-Saxon, medieval and post-medieval 

dates survive along its Bridge Street frontage. Together with previous fieldwork, the 

evaluation has shown that the site has the potential to add considerably to our 

understanding of the development of Thetford, particularly in the late Anglo-Saxon and 

medieval periods. 

 

Anglo-Saxon deposits (principally former land surfaces and subsequent reclamation 

dumps) were found at a maximum height of 8.8m OD, or about 1.2m below current 

ground level. Medieval buildings of the 13th/14th century survive to an average height of 

9.4m OD (0.6m below ground level) and substantial post-medieval remains, notably 

relating to the former Anchor Inn, were found at an average depth of only 0.3m below 

existing ground surfaces.  

 

The nature of the proposed development is not known, but it is clear that any ground 

disturbance in the course of demolition, landscaping or construction will have a 

profound impact on the archaeological resource. Significantly, any building work that 

affects groundwater levels, such as deep piling, will have a detrimental effect on 

waterlogged archaeological deposits and structures that are likely to exist in the 
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northern part of the site. 

  

9. Archive deposition 

At the time of writing (May 2013) the site archive is held at the SCCAS office in Ford 

House, Bury St Edmunds. Ultimately it will be deposited with the Norfolk Museums and 

Archaeology Service. 
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Summary 
 
The development proposal affects a site within the historic core of Thetford. Part 
of the site is a scheduled monument. 
 
Trial trenching is required to determine the presence/absence, date, extent, state 
of preservation and significance of any archaeological layers or subsoil 
archaeological features. This is so an informed and reasonable planning decision 
can be taken in due course when the results of the archaeological evaluation are 
available. 
 
Archaeological Contractors are reminded that they should submit a copy of their 
Method Statement or Specification to Norfolk Landscape Archaeology (NLA) for 
approval, before costs are prepared for commissioning clients, in line with the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists’ guidance. 
 
 
1. Policy Background. 
 
The relevant planning policies can be found in :- 
 
Breckland Council’s Breckland District Local Plan Adopted Version (September 
1999), policies ENV 15-18. 
 
East of England Regional Assembly, East of England Plan: Revision to the 
Regional Spatial Strategy for the East of England (May 2008), Policy ENV5: The 
Historic Environment. 
 
And 
 
The Department of the Environment’s Planning Policy Guidance 16, Archaeology 
and Planning (November 1990). 
 
 
2. Archaeological Background. 
 
The archaeological background to the site is set out in Hoggett, R. (2009) An 
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment of the Former Anchor Hotel, Thetford, 
Norfolk Unpublished NAUA Archaeology report 2194. 
 
The northern half of the site is occupied by Scheduled Monument 298. Any works 
within this area will require Scheduled Monument Consent. 
 
 
3. Planning Background. 
 
Norfolk Landscape Archaeology have asked for the applicant to submit the results of a 
field evaluation (as suggested in Planning Policy Guidance), in accordance with this 
Evaluation Brief, with their planning application. This is so that an informed and 
reasonable planning decision can be taken when the results of the Evaluation have 
been considered. 
 

 



4. Requirement for Work. 
 
Trial trenching is required to recover as much information as possible on the 
extent, date, phasing, character, function, status and significance of the site. The 
states of preservation of archaeological features or deposits within the area 
indicated should be determined. Five 4m x 4m trenches are required within the 
area of the Anchor car park. Two of these trenches should be as close to the 
Bridge Street frontage as possible – these two must be carried out following the 
demolition of the existing building, and hence post-determination of the planning 
application. 
 
10No. window samples must be drilled to determine the depth to archaeological 
deposits, and the nature of such deposits. The boreholes should be sited in a 
regular array across the site. 
 
Boreholes should be drilled under geoarchaeological supervision and a field log 
& photographic record of the cores should be kept. Cores must be logged by an 
experienced geoarchaeologist. The archaeological contractor must liaise with the 
site engineer to allow the borehole logs to be used to collect relevant engineering 
information, if required. 
 
Continuous cores should be collected from the modern ground surface to a depth 
of at least 3 metres below ground level. 
 
Equipment used should allow sleeved cores (preferably in Perspex tubes) to be 
recovered (also referred to as a windowless liner system). 
 
Depending on the equipment used, it may be necessary to recover material 
contained in the cutting shoe. Any sediment contained in the cutting shoe 
between each core should be bagged-up and the orientation (top and bottom) 
labelled to recover as continuous a sequence of deposits as possible. If this is 
not possible due to the unconsolidated nature of the deposits, bags of the 
disaggregated cutting shoe sample should be retained. 
 
Contractors should note that no element of this brief should be treated as a 
contingency unless agreed in advance with NLA. 
 
Trenches must be shored below a depth of 1.2m, stepping is not an acceptable 
solution. If provision for shoring is not demonstrated in the methods statement it 
will be rejected. The trenches must characterise the full archaeological sequence 
down to the natural deposits. In the interests of reproduction of the results, a 
single context planning methodology must be used and a matrix of the sequence 
created on site. 
 
One test pit, 1m x 1m should be dug to a depth of 1m, within the scheduled area, 
in the environs of TL8687483053. NB: This test pit is within the scheduled 
area, and scheduled monument consent MUST be obtained before 
commencing this work. 
 
If preservation in situ is a likely planning outcome, the Project Design for the 
evaluation must articulate the range of preservation considerations that will be 
investigated during the evaluation and reported on. 

 



Project Designs must confirm that relevant health and safety considerations have 
been built in. The potential of the area being contaminated by toxins must have 
been adequately investigated or plans for a pre-project investigation of ground 
conditions outlined. Appropriate tools for the job must be utilised and 
consideration for this shown in the Project Design. 
 
The relevant experience of the project team must be articulated within the Project 
Design. In particular the person leading the project in the field must have 
significant experience of urban archaeological methods, theory and safe practice. 
 
The Archaeological Contractor will prepare a Method Statement or Specification 
for this phase of the PoAW and submit this to NLA for approval before costs are 
prepared for the commissioning client. The PoAW will include, as appropriate, 
background research, fieldwork, assessment, analysis, preparation of report, 
publication and deposition of the project archive. 
 
The Archaeological Contractor will contact the HER Officer of NLA in advance of 
work starting to obtain a HER number for the site or, if a number is already given 
on the Brief, to ensure that it is still applicable. 
 
The archaeological research aims and objectives of the project will be clearly 
stated, and the Method Statement or Specification will demonstrate how these 
will be met. Appropriate reference will be made to the following documents:- 
 
Glazebrook, J. (ed) 1997, Research and Archaeology: a Framework for the 
Eastern Counties, 1. Resource assessment (E. Anglian Archaeol. Occ. Pap. 
3). 
 
Brown, N. and Glazebrook, J. (eds), 2000, Research and Archaeology: a 
Framework for the Eastern Counties, 2. Research agenda and strategy (E. 
Anglian Archaeol. Occ. Pap. 8). 
 
At the start of work (immediately before fieldwork commences) an OASIS online 
record http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ must be initiated and key fields 
completed on Details, Location and Creators forms. 
 
When the project is completed, all parts of the OASIS online form must be 
completed for submission to the Norfolk Historic Environment Record. This will 
include an uploaded .pdf version of the entire report. 
 
Hard copies of the report must also be provided, as specified below. 
 
 
5. Standards. 
 
Method Statements or Specifications prepared by Archaeological Consultants or 
Contractors should state that all works will be carried out in full accordance with 
the appropriate sections of Gurney, D., 2003, ‘Standards for Field Archaeology 
in the East of England’, as adopted by the Association of Local Government 
Archaeological Officers for the East of England Region and published as East 
Anglian Archaeology Occasional Paper 14. This is available as a PDF file on the 
web at www.eaareports.org.uk 

 



Archaeological Contractors should note that the Standards document stipulates 
basic methodological standards. It is considered axiomatic that all contractors 
will strive to achieve the highest possible qualitative standards, with the 
application of the most advanced and appropriate techniques possible within a 
context of continuous improvement aimed at maximising the recovery of 
archaeological data and contributing to the development of a greater 
understanding of Norfolk’s historic environment. Monitoring officers will seek and 
expect clear evidence of commitment to the historic resource of Norfolk, with 
specifications being drawn up within a context of added value. 
 
 
6. Other matters 
 
Archaeological Contractors are reminded that they should submit a copy of their 
Method Statement or Specification to NLA for approval, before costs are 
prepared for commissioning clients, in line with the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists’ guidance. 
 
Any subsequent variation to a Detailed Project Specification or Method 
Statement must be agreed with NLA prior to its implementation. 
 
This brief is valid for a period of one year from the date of issue. After that time, 
it may need to be revised to take account of new discoveries, changes in policy 
or the introduction of new working practices or techniques. 
 
Three hard copies and a PDF copy on CD of the Report should be supplied to 
NLA for the attention of the Head of Archaeological Planning within eight weeks 
of the completion of the fieldwork on the understanding that this will become a 
public document after an appropriate period of time (generally not exceeding six 
months). Two hard copies and the PDF file will be deposited with the Norfolk 
Historic Environment Record, and the third hard copy will be forwarded to the 
Local Planning Authority. 
 
A fourth copy of the report should be sent directly to H. Chappell, Regional 
Advisor for Archaeological Science, English Heritage, Brooklands House, 24 
Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge CB2 8BU. 
 
 
7. Notes for Applicants/developers 
 
NLA is responsible for safeguarding the County's archaeological heritage. NLA 
is consulted by Local Planning Authorities and provides specialist information 
and advice on the archaeological implications of development proposals. 
 
An Archaeological Project will usually consist of one or more of the following:- 
 
Desk-based assessment: a report drawing together existing information about 
a site from a wide range of sources. 
Survey: usually fieldwalking and metal-detecting, sometimes non-intrusive 
geophysical surveys (e.g. magnetometer survey) 
Evaluation: survey and/or trial-trenching or test-pitting. 
Excavation: larger-scale excavation 

 



Watching brief or monitoring: the presence of an archaeologist during the 
development to record any features exposed 
Post-excavation: analysis, and the preparation of a report and archive of 
records and finds at the end of any archaeological project 
 
A phased approach to fieldwork is frequently adopted, with one stage leading on 
to another (if necessary) after each phase is reported upon and reviewed. 
 
If an evaluation is required before an application is determined or if Planning 
Permission is granted subject to a condition for a programme of archaeological 
work, NLA will provide a Brief for the archaeological project. This outline of the 
project is forwarded to you by NLA or the Planning Authority. 
 
You should then ask one or more Archaeological Contractors to prepare a 
Method Statement or Specification which will detail how the project is to be 
undertaken, and how the brief will be fulfilled. This will be sent to NLA for 
approval on behalf of the Planning Authority, after which the Contractor will give 
you details of costs. 
 
Details of archaeological contractors based in Norfolk and beyond may be found 
in the Institute of Field Archaeologists Yearbook & Directory, available from the 
I.F.A., University of Reading, 2 Earley Gate, PO Box 239, Reading RG6 6AU. 
Tel: 0118 931 6446. Fax: 0118 931 6448. Email: admin@archaeologists.net. 
Website: www.archaeologists.net. 
 
NLA does not see Contractors' costings, nor do we give advice on the costs of 
archaeological projects. This is between you and the archaeological 
contractor(s). You may wish to obtain a number of quotations or to employ the 
services of an archaeological consultant. 
 
For further information or advice on any archaeological matters please contact 
the person issuing this report whose details are on Page1. 
 

http://www.archaeologists.net/


Appendix 2. Contents of the stratigraphic archive 

 
Type Quantity Format 
Context register sheets 6 A4 paper 
Context sheets 295 A4 paper 
Small finds register 1 A4 paper 
Section register 1 A4 paper 
Environmental sample register 1 A4 paper 
Plan drawing sheets 171 290mm x 320mm drawing film 
Section drawing sheets 13 290mm x 320mm drawing film 
Digital images 131 High resolution JPGs 
Plan matrix sheets 5 290mm x 320mm drawing film 
Stratigraphic matrix sheets 6 290mm x 320mm drawing film 
Provisional matrix (site version) 3 290mm x 320mm drawing film 
Evaluation report (SCCAS report no. 2013/038) 1 A4 wire-bound with card covers 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Appendix 3. Context list 

 
Context Type Category Feature Description Interpretation 

0501 Wall Masonry  Red brick, unfrogged, 200mm x 120mm x 60mm, laid in regular course as 
stretchers. Bonded with light grey cement mortar, and with a thin render of 
the same mortar on the face. 

Brick facing to cellar wall 0504. Also, two walls dividing 
the NE end of the cellar into three bays with vaulted 
roofing. 

0502 Foundation Masonry  Red brick, unfrogged, 210mm x 110mm x 60mm. Rough hewn or partly 
squared chalk blocks (70–260mm). Flint nodules (up to 120mm). Worked 
stone (240mm). Randomly coursed and bonded with light yellow chalky 
mortar. 2.0m NW-SE x >0.20m SW-NE x >0.80m deep 

A large masonry structure, only really the SW face seen. 
Possibly the base for a chimney? 

0503 Cellar Cut  See plan 0513 (same cut) Construction cut for cellar wall 0504 etc). Relationship 
with 0502 and 0515 are uncertain, although it is likely 
that 0503 cut around existing masonry 0515. 

0504 Cellar Masonry  Wall constructed of chalk blocks (mostly roughly squared, some rough 
hewn), mostly 50-200mm wide. Occ red brick fragments and large flint 
nodules. Randomly coursed and bonded with pale grey chalky mortar. 

Walls on two sides of the Anchor cellar. 

0505 Deposit Layer  Soft, dark grey clayey silt. Moderate flecks and sfrags chalk, occasional 
m-l flint pebbles/cobbles, occ charcoal flecks and sfrags CBM (not 
retained). >2.8m NW-SE x >1.5m SW-NE x .18m deep. Removed by 
machine to N. 

External soil layer in S corner of trench. 

0506 Foundation Masonry  Random uncoursed chalk blocks (50-250mm) and flint nodules (100-
300mm), set in a pale yellow chalky mortar. About 0.10m deep x 0.40m 
wide x >3m long. Oriented SW-NE. In construction cut 0514 

Shallow (truncated?) foundation 

0507 Foundation Masonry  Chalk blocks 260 x 200 x 90mm to 120 x 100 x 80mm 
Flint (angular and rounded nodules up to 260 x 200 x 120mm 
Worked stone blocks (retained). Random coursed (up to two courses) in 
cut 0517. Bonding material not desc. >3.5m SW-NE x 0.44m wide 

Shallow foundation running parallel to 0506 nearby. 

0508 Posthole Fill 0511 Soft, dark greyish brown sandy silt. Occ small pebbles. No finds. Some 
possible decayed wood. 

Fill of post pipe 0509 in PH 0511 

0509 Posthole Interface 0511 Sub circular, vertical sides, concave base. 0.14 x 0.12m x 0.29m deep Post pipe, positioned centrally within PH 0511 
0510 Posthole Fill 0511 Compact, mid greenish brown clay with moderate sfrags chalk and occ 

patches of mid greyish brown silt. No finds. 
Post packing around pipe 0509 in PH 0511 

0511 Posthole Cut 0511 Sub square with rounded corners, TSHA, near vertical sides, BGRAD, 
base flat. 0.48m x 0.42m x 0.29m deep. Cuts foundation 0507 

Isolated posthole - no obvious associations 

0512 Cellar Fill 0513 Loose, sfrags chalk and crushed mortar filling upper 0.30m of construction 
cut 0513 for cellar 0504 

Construction backfill behind cellar wall 0504 

0513 Cellar Cut  See plan for extent. Depth 0.90m. Construction cut for cellar walls 0504. Same as 0503. 
0514 Foundation Cut  Linear, NE-SW, vertical sides and flat base. Rectangular terminus to SW. 

Removed to NW by cellar cut 0513. Later than masonry 0515. 
Construction cut for foundation 0506 

0515 Foundation Masonry  Random, uncoursed chalk blocks (mostly 200-400mm, but up to 0.50m) Substantial block of masonry that predates cellar wall 



with some flint nodules, bonded heavily with light grey chalky mortar. 
Overall dimensions of >0.7m NE-SW x 0.60m wide x depth unknown, but 
not as deep as 0504. 

0504 but seems to have been incorporated in it. They 
are not bonded together, different mortar etc. 

0516 Foundation Cut  Same extent as foundation 0515. Not planned or described. Construction cut for foundation 0515 
0517 Foundation Cut  Linear, NE-SW, with squared terminus at SW end, and running beyond 

LOE to NE. Steep sides and flat base. Very shallow. >3.5m x 0.44m x 
0.11m deep 

Construction cut for foundation 0507. 

0518 Posthole Fill 0519 Loose, light brownish white silt and crushed chalk. Single fill of PH 0519 
0519 Posthole Cut 0519 Sub square, vertical sides, flat base. 0.15m x 0.15m x 0.10m deep. Cuts 

layer 0520 
Posthole - associations unknown 

0520 Deposit Layer  Soft, dark brownish grey silty clay. Moderate flecks and sfrags chalk, occ 
large flint nodules, x1 fragment pantile. Cut by foundation trenches 0514 
and 0517. 

Localised, external dumping? 

0521 Posthole Fill 0522 Firm, dark brownish grey sandy silt. Occ flecks chalk & small stones. Single fill of PH 0522 
0522 Posthole Cut 0522 Sub circular, vertical sides & concave base. 0.24 x 0.22 x 0.14m deep. Isolated posthole - associations unknown 
0523 Posthole Fill 0524 Firm, mid brownish grey sandy silt. Occ pebbles, no finds. Single fill of PH 0524 
0524 Posthole Cut 0524 Sub circular, 0.30m wide x 0.20m deep, vertical sides & concave base. Isolated posthole - associations unknown. 
0525 Dump Layer  Compact, yellow/pink chalky mortar, with patches of dark yellowish brown 

firm clay. Up to 0.10m thick. Finds not recorded. Confined to E corner of 
trench but possibly removed by machine. 

Localised dump of mortar, possibly in a shallow 
cut/depression (not numbered) with 0527; this cuts 
deposit 0528 

0526 Dump Layer  Friable, mid brownish orange slightly silty sand. Occ pebbles, x1 frag 
bone. Up to 0.10m thick. 

Localised dump of sand in SW part of trench, probably 
in a shallow cut, cutting deposit 0528 

0527 Deposit Layer  Loose, mixed dark grey and dark brown sandy silt. Moderate chalk flecks 
and small pebbles. Finds not recorded. Approx 70mm thick. 

Localised dump or accumulation of soil, probably in a 
shallow cut/depression (not numbered) with 0525; this 
cuts deposit 0528 

0528 Deposit Layer  Firm, dark grey clayey silt. Occasional chalk flecks and pebbles. Up to 
0.11m thick. Finds not recorded. 

Localised soil deposit, possibly truncated by shallow 
cuts (see 0525/0526/0527) 

0529 Dump Layer  Crushed chalk with some mortar and dark greyish brown silt. Occ pebbles, 
sfrags bone and x1 Fe object. Up to 0.15m thick. 

External dumping / ground raising 

0530 Dump Layer  Loose, reddish brown gravel. Finds not recorded. Localised dumping (ground raising / consolidation?) 
0531 Posthole Fill 0532 Soft, mid greenish brown clay with occ small frags chalk and some 

patches of greyish brown silt. No finds. 
Single fill of PH 0532 

0532 Posthole Cut 0532 Circular, vertical sides, concave base. 0.24m x 0.24m x 0.22m deep Posthole - might be associated with PH 0534 
0533 Posthole Fill 0534 Soft, dark greyish brown sandy silt. Occ sfrags chalk and pebbles. Single fill of PH 0534 
0534 Posthole Cut 0534 Oval, vertical sides, concave base. 0.38m x 0.26m x 0.17m deep Posthole - possibly associated with PH 0532 
0535 Dump Layer  Loose, dark reddish brown/orange sandy silt with moderate s-m sized 

gravel. Finds not recorded. Approx 0.10m thick. 
Fairly extensive horizontal dump in SE part of trench 

0536 Dump Layer  Compact, light yellowish brown silty clay. Moderate flecks chalk and occ 
small stones. Finds not recorded. Approx 011m thick. 

Localised dumping in E corner of trench. 

0537 Dump Layer  Firm, light to mid brownish grey sandy silt. Occ chalk flecks & small 
stones, occ s-m bone, x1 sfrag pot. Clear interfaces. Max 0.12m thick. 

Dumping in E corner of trench 

0538 Pit Fill 0539 Soft, dark grey clayey silt. Occ chalk flecks and some CBM frags. Single fill of pit/PH 0539 
0539 Pit Cut 0539 Sub circular (truncated to NW), TSHA, sides steep, BGRAD, flat base. 

>0.45m x >0.10m x 0.28m deep 
Small pit or posthole 

0540 Pit Fill 0541 Soft, light to mid grey sandy silt. Freq large flint nodules, patches of light Single fill of pit 0541 (post packing?) 



yellow chalky mortar and occ large rounded chalk fragments. Finds not 
recorded. 

0541 Pit Cut 0541 Sub circular, TSHA, very steep sides, BGRAD, base concave. 0.80m x 
0.80m x 0.50m deep 

Small pit or large posthole 

0542 Dump Layer  Mixed layer of loose, light yellow chalky mortar, dark yellow chalky clay 
and dark grey silt. Occ sfrags chalk and some tile.  
Partially overlaid by layer 0505. Not recog in section. Uncertain 
relationship with adjacent clay (?)floor 0561 

Localised dumping 

0543 Posthole Fill 0544 Soft, dark brownish grey silty sand. No finds. Single fill of PH 0544 
0544 Posthole Cut 0544 Oval, TSHA, steep sides, concave base. 0.28m x 0.20m x 0.15m deep Small posthole, possibly assoc with nearby PH 0546 
0545 Posthole Fill 0546 Soft, dark brownish grey silty sand. No finds. Single fill of PH 0546 
0546 Posthole  0546 Oval, TSHA, steep sides, concave base. >0.18m x 0.20m x 0.14m deep. 

Sealed by layer 0537 
Small posthole, possibly assoc with nearby PH 0544 

0547 Pit Fill 0548 Firm, mid greyish yellowish brown silty clay. Occ chalk flecks, bone frags, 
x1 pot frag 

Single fill of pit 0548 

0548 Pit Cut 0548 Elongated oval, moderately steep sides and a concave base. >1.6m x 
0.50m x 0.13m deep 

Shallow pit - function unknown. 

0549 Posthole Fill 0550 Soft, dark grey clayey silt. Freq small stones and chalk frags, occ large 
flint nodules, some CBM 

Single fill of PH 0550 

0550 Posthole Cut 0550 Sub circular, steep sides, uneven concave base. 0.33m x 0.30m x 0.33m 
deep 

Isolated posthole - no obvious associations 

0551 Dump Layer  Thin layer of friable light yellow/pink chalky mortar with occ mfrags chalk. 
Finds not recorded. Approx. 1.4m x 0.9m 

Localised dumping 

0552 Other Other   Group number for a sequence of clay surfaces and 
heaths. Not used PX 

0553 Dump Layer  Firm, mid brownish yellow clay. Freq chalk frags. No finds. Up to 60mm 
thick. 

Localised dumping 

0554 Dump Layer  Compact chalk frags mixed with light grey clayey silt. Occ m-l flint 
nodules. Finds not recorded. 0.10m thick. 

Localised dumping 

0555 Pit Fill 0556 Friable, mid brown silty sand. Occ mid yellowish brown lumps of clay. Occ 
small pebbles and bone frags 

Single fill of pit 0556 

0556 Pit Fill 0556 Rectangular, steep, concave sides, BSHA, base flat. Runs beyond LOE to 
NE and SE. >1.5m x >1.0m x 0.23m deep 

Large but shallow pit - function unknown. 

0557 Surface Layer  Closely set flint cobbles (50mm-120mm), occ rounded chalk fragments 
and two worked stones, all set in firm, light grey clayey silt with moderate 
chalk inclusions. Approx 80mm thick, with concave surface (slumped?). 
Cobbles most concentrated along SW LOE, becoming sparse to NE. 
Extends beyond LOE to SW and SE. Finds not recorded. 

Part of a cobble surface / yard. Probably associated with 
building sequence 0552, although the actual relationship 
is uncertain. 

0558 Deposit Layer  Loose, white and very light grey crushed chalk. No finds. 1.2m NE-SW x 
>0.85m NW-SE x up to 0.10m thick. Runs beyond LOE to SE, but not 
recognised in section S.6. Partly overlies cobble surface 0557 

Localised deposit of crushed chalk 

0559 Spread Layer  Firm, mid brownish yellow clay with chalk fragments. Approx 1.1m x 0.4m 
x 30mm thick. 

Localised spread of clay, possibly part of a more 
extensive surface 

0560 Surface Layer  Firm, light to mid reddish brown clay with moderate sfrags chalk. Approx. 
1.10m x 0.90m x thin 

Scorched clay surface 



0561 Surface Layer  Mid yellowish brown clay in two thin layers separated by a very thin tread 
layer of very dark greyish brown sandy silt. Occ small patches of scorched 
clay, but not extensive enough to suggest scorching in situ. Finds not 
recorded. Approx 2.0m x 1.1m x up to 0.10m thick. 

Part of a clay surface/floor 

0562 Deposit Fill  Loose lumps of firm yellowish brown clay with mod sfrags chalk and some 
lumps of pinkish red scorched clay. Fills postulated hearth/oven 0564. 
Finds not recorded. 

Interpreted originally as the collapsed dome of an oven, 
but since much of it is unfired that seems unlikely. Might 
just be backfilling/consolidation over a hearth 

0563 Hearth Layer  Sub circular patch of bright reddish pink clay with a firm crust of dark 
grey/black clay/ash/charcoal. Approx. 0.25m wide x 40mm thick. Located 
at the NW end of hearth 0564, within a shallow hollow. 

Interpreted by the excavator as a 'patch/repair' of the 
base of the hearth. Probably just indicates area where 
fire was. 

0564 Hearth Other  Roughly oval (removed to NW) >0.80m x 0.56m 0.16m thick. Firm, dark 
yellowish brown clay with moderate chalk fragments, lining cut 0565. The 
base and internal surface are scorched pinkish red. There are two small 
stakeholes at the NW end (see plan) 

Hearth 

0565 Hearth Cut  Roughly oval (removed to NW) >0.80m x 0.56m 0.16m deep, with a 
dished profile. Cuts surface 0571. 

Construction cut for hearth 0564 

0566 Spread Layer  Loose, black ash/charcoal/silt, approx 0.40m across x 20mm thick. 
Sampled <1> 

Localised spread of charcoal and ash adjacent to hearth 
0564 - raked out? 

0567 Unspecified 
cut 

Fill 0568 Loose, light grey/beige chalky mortar. Single fill of cut 0568 

0568 Unspecified 
cut 

Cut 0568 Shape uncertain due to truncation and running beyond LOE to SW. 
Probably oval with steep to vertical sides and a flat base. >0.20m x 
>0.10m x 0.12m deep 

Small pit or posthole 

0569 Spread Layer  Soft, white and very light grey crushed chalk. Removed to NW, runs 
beyond LOE to SW. >1.0m x >0.7m x 50mm thick. 

Localised spread of crushed chalk - possible surface? 

0570 Surface Layer  Firm, mid to dark yellowish brown chalky clay with occ flint nodules. 
>1.35m NE-SW x >1.2m SE-NW x depth unknown. 

Part of a clay surface/floor - probably same as 0571. 

0571 Surface Layer  Firm, mid to dark yellowish brown clay with moderate chalk flecks. Some 
localised areas of scorched clay, and some localised areas of 'patching' 
with thin tread layers between the patches and the underlying surface. 
Finds not recorded. Irregular in plan, 2.3m x 1.5m x 50mm thick 

Part of a clay floor - probably same as 0570 and 
perhaps 0572 

0572 Surface Layer  Firm, mid to dark yellowish brown clay with moderate sfrags chalk and 
small, isolated scorched patches. >1.4m x >1.0m x 40mm thick. Runs 
beyond LOE to NE, removed to NW. 

Part of a clay floor - probably same as 0571 and 0570 

0573 Hearth Fill  Loose lumps of firm, mid to dark yellowish brown clay with moderate 
sfrags chalk. Overlies and fills interior of hearth 0576. 
Finds not recorded 

Backfill/consolidation of hearth prior to laying of new 
clay floor 0572 etc 

0574 Hearth Fill  Firm, bright pinkish red clay with moderate Sfrags chalk. Localised spread 
over earlier scorching 0575 

Area of scorching 

0575 Hearth Fill  Hard crust of dark grey to black ash/charcoal over a heavily scorched 
bright pinkish red clay. Located at NW end of hearth 0576 (see plan for 
extent) 

Area of greatest scorching within the hearth 

0576 Hearth Other  Structure with one straight edge oriented W-E; overall plan unknown 
because it is removed to the NW and runs beyond the LOE to the NE. 
Firm, mid to dark yellowish brown clay with moderate sfrags chalk lining 

Clay hearth (or oven) 



cut 0577. Up to 0.10m thick, but only 40mm in places. 
0577 Hearth Cut  One straight edge, with shallow concave side and flattish base. See plan 

for extent. Up to 0.20m deep. 
Construction cut for hearth 0576 

0578 Surface Layer  Compact, mfrags chalk in a light grey chalky silt. Irregular in plan - 2.10m 
x 1.00m x 50mm thick. Finds not recorded. 

Possible remains of a chalk surface (within a sequence 
of mostly clay floors (0552), or a levelling deposit. 

0579    Thin layer of black ash/charcoal over a layer of dark yellow clay with chalk 
flecks, with some patches of pinkish red scorching. Apparently removed 
by hearth cut 0577 to N, but perhaps really contemporary with it 

Area of scorched clay floor 

0580 Surface Layer  Dark yellowish brown clay with moderate sfrags chalk and occ medium 
frags chalk and medium sized pebbles. Finds not recorded. Irregular in 
plan, 1.4m x 1.8m 

Part of a clay surface (within group 0552) 

0581 Posthole Fill 0582 Soft, mid to dark greenish brown silty clay. Mod sfrags chalk, occ lfrags 
chalk, occ charcoal flecks. No finds. 

Single fill of PH 0582 

0582 Posthole Cut 0582 Sub square with rounded corners, near vertical sides, BSHA, base flat. 
0.22m x 0.20m x 0.32m deep. Sealed by 0578, cutting 0587 

Posthole, possibly assoc with 0584 and 0586 

0583 Posthole Fill 0584 Soft, mid to dark greenish brown silty clay. Mod sfrags chalk, occ lfrags 
chalk, occ charcoal flecks. Some metal objects 

Single fill of PH 0584 

0584 Posthole Cut 0584 Oval, near vertical sides, BSHA, base slightly concave. 0.30m x 0.25m x 
0.24m deep. Sealed by 0578, cutting 0587 

Posthole, possibly assoc with 0582 and 0586 

0585 Posthole Fill 0586 Soft, light to mid greyish brown silty clay with mod to freq sfrags chalk and 
occ lumps of mid brownish yellow clay, occ charcoal flecks. 

Single fill of PH 0586 

0586 Posthole Cut 0586 Oval, steep sides, BGRAD, base concave. 0.24m x 0.18m x 0.24m deep. 
Sealed by 0578, cutting 0587 

Posthole, possibly assoc with 0582 and 0584 

0587 Surface Layer  Firm, light yellow chalky clay, with moderate chalk flecks, occ mfrags 
chalk and occ small patches of loose yellowish brown mortar. Includes a 
worked stone. Irregular plan, 2.30m x 1.30m x up to 0.10m thick, petering 
out to edges 

Part of a clay surface (part of sequence 0552) 

0588 Deposit Layer  Friable, light pinkish grey chalky mortar. Moderate flecks and sfrags chalk, 
occ mfrags chalk and small lumps of light yellow chalky clay. Finds not 
recorded. Irregular in plan, 1.4m x >0.60m 

Part of a probable surface (part of sequence 0552) 

0589 Deposit Layer  Medium sized fragments of rounded chalk, with occ medium flint nodules, 
compacted into a light grey loose mortar and silt mixture - not bonded. 
Finds not recorded. 0.85m x 0.50m. 

Localised dumping? 

0590 Surface Layer  Firm, dark yellowish brown clay with moderate sfrags chalk and occ small 
flint nodules. Irregular in plan, 1.70m x 1.90m 

Part of a surface (part of 0552 sequence) 

0591 Deposit Layer  Soft, dark reddish pink scorched clay with mod chalk flecks, covered by a 
thin layer of ash and charcoal. Small, irregular patch measuring >0.30m x 
0.25m 

Localised area of scorched clay 

0592 Deposit Layer  Loose, medium sized chalk nodules pressed into light grey chalky mortar - 
not bonded. Finds not recorded. Only 0.45m x 0.40m 

Patching of underlying clay floor? Post pad? 

0593 Deposit Layer  Compact s-m sized chalk fragments rammed together, covered by a thin 
layer of dark grey silt. Finds not recorded. Sub circular patch, about 0.50m 
across. 

Localised deposit, very similar to nearby layer 0596 

0594 Deposit Layer  Loose, medium sized chalk nodules pressed into light grey chalky mortar - 
not bonded. Finds not recorded. Approx 1.4m x 1.0m x ?m thick. 

Possible surface, possibly the same as 0592 



0595 Deposit Layer  Loose, dark brown silty sand. Occ flecks and sfrags chalk, and occ small 
lumps of mid yellowish brown chalky clay. Irregular in plan, >1.6m x >1.3m 
x ?m thick. Runs beyond LOE to SW 

Localised dumping? 

0596 Deposit Layer  Compact s-m sized chalk frags rammed together, covered by a thin layer 
of dark grey silt. Finds not recorded. Irregular, >1.65m x 1.10m 

Localised dump, or a surface? 

0597 Deposit Layer  Compact/crusted dark grey sandy silt with lumps of yellow chalky clay, 
pink chalky mortar and moderate pebbles. Some ash and charcoal. Finds 
not recorded. See plan for extent. 

Dumping / levelling? 

0598 Pit Fill 0599 Soft, dark brownish grey clayey silt. Occ chalk and charcoal flecks, occ 
medium pebbles, mfrags pot and bone 

Single fill of pit 0599 

0599 Pit Cut 0599 Sub circular, steep concave sides and concave base. 0.86m x 0.86m x 
0.54m deep 

Small pit - function unknown 

5100 Cellar Fill 0513 Soft, dark grey clayey silt. Occ red and yellow brick fragments, CTP stem 
and bone. Approx. 0.60m thick 

Construction backfill behind cellar wall 0504 in cut 0513 

5101 Cellar Fill 0513 Loose shingle, 50-200mm, up to 0.30m thick. No finds. Construction backfill behind cellar wall 0504 in cut 0513 
5102 Deposit Layer  Firm, dark yellowish brown clay. Moderate flecks and sfrags chalk. No 

finds. Three separate patches, up to 0.42m across. Overlie chalk 
foundation 5115 

Might be remain of a clay surface. 

5103 Pit Fill 5104 Soft, dark greenish brown clayey silt. Freq lumps of mid yellowish brown 
chalky clay, mod small chalk nodules and occ large chalk and flint 
nodules. No finds. 

Single fill of pit 5104 

5104 Pit Cut 5104 Elongated oval (removed to NW), with steep, slightly concave sides, 
BSHA and concave base. >1.46m x 0.62m x 0.28m 

Small, elongated pit - function unknown 

5105 Pit Fill 5106 Indurated, mid greenish grey silty sand and small pebbles. Freq s-l rust-
coloured fragments, x1 pot frag. Sampled as <8> 

Single fill of pit 5106 

5106 Pit Cut 5106 Probably oval (truncated on two sides), steep sides, BSHA, base flat. 
>0.64m x >0.32m x 0.10m deep 

Shallow pit - function unknown but with much iron 
staining in fill suggesting an industrial process 

5107 Posthole Fill 5108 Soft, mid yellowish brown chalky clay. No finds. Single fill of PH 5108 
5108 Posthole Cut 5108 Sub square with rounded corners, steep, slightly concave sides, BSHA, 

base concave. 0.16m x 0.16m x 70mm 
One of three PHs in a line running N-S (with 5110 and 
5112) 

5109 Posthole Fill 5110 Soft, light pinkish yellow chalky mortar, mod chalk flecks and sfrags. No 
finds. 

Single fill of PH 5110 

5110 Posthole Cut 5110 Sub square with rounded corners, steep, slightly concave sides, BSHA, 
base concave. 0.20m x 0.20m x 90mm 

One of three PHs in a line running N-S (with 5108 and 
5112) 

5111 Posthole Fill 5112 Soft, mid to dark brownish grey silty clay with occ charcoal flecks and 
sfrags chalk No finds. 

Single fill of PH 5112 

5112 Posthole Cut 5112 Sub square with rounded corners, steep sides, BSHA, base concave. 
0.12m x 0.12m x 0.10m deep 

One of three PHs in a line running N-S (with 5108 and 
5110) 

5113 Posthole Fill 5114 Soft, mid yellowish brown chalky clay, mod chalk flecks and sfrags. No 
finds. 

Single fill of PH 5114 

5114 Posthole Cut 5114 Sub square with rounded corners, shallow, concave sides and a flat base. 
0.24m x 0.24m x 50mm deep 

Probable posthole - no obvious associations 

5115 Foundation Masonry  Rounded chalk rubble (up to 150 x 150 x 100mm and occ flint cobbles, 
randomly coursed and bonded with much creamy pink mortar with freq 
chalk flecks. Oriented NE-SW, with a clear terminus at the SW end. >3.7m 

Insubstantial foundation, probably assoc with floor 
sequence 0552 



long (extending beyond LOE to NE) x irregular width (average 0.50m) x 
0.25m deep. Within cut 5116 

5116 Foundation Cut  Linear, shallow, concave sides breaking imperceptibly into an irregular 
base. >3.7m x 0.50m x up to 0.13m deep 

Construction cut for foundation 5115 

5117 External 
soil 

Layer  Soft, dark grey sandy silt. Moderate s-m pebbles, mfrags chalk, occ 
medium sized flint nodules, occ oyster and mussel, freq pot and bone. 
Extends trench-wide, approx 0.40m thick on average. 

External soil (cultivation?) 

5118 Deposit Layer  Mid brownish yellow clay with occ to mod chalk flecks. No finds. 
Localised, 0.60m x 0.50m x?m thick. Over foundation 5115. 

Localised dump of clay or remnant of a clay surface. 

5119 Foundation Fill 5116 Loose, dark grey clayey san. Occ flecks chalk and mortar. No finds. Soil fill (slumping) below masonry 5115 in trench 5116 
5120 Posthole Fill 5121 Firm, dark grey silty clay with freq lumps of dark brownish yellow clay. Single fill of PH 5121 
5121 Posthole Cut 5121 Oval, TSHA, near vertical sides tapering to a blunt point. 0.20m x 0.14m x 

0.29m deep 
Posthole, possibly associated with 5123, 5125, 5127, 
5129 and 5131, which all cut layer 5135 

5122 Posthole Fill 5123 Firm, chalk frags (50-100mm) in a light yellow loose chalky mortar. Fill of PH 5123 
5123 Posthole Cut 5123 Sub rectangular with rounded corners, mod steep sides and flat base. 

Very shallow. 0.48m x 0.28m x 0.16m deep 
Possible posthole, or small pit. Possibly associated with 
5121, 5125, 5127, 5129 & 5131, which all cut layer 5135 

5124 Posthole Fill 5125 Firm, dark grey silty clay with lumps of dark brownish yellow clay. Finds 
not recorded. 

Fill of PH 5125 

5125 Posthole Cut 5125 Circular with bowl-shaped profile. 0.22m x 0.23m x 80mm deep Posthole, possibly associated with 5121, 5123, 5127, 
5129 and 5131, which all cut layer 5135 

5126 Posthole Fill 5127 Soft, mid brownish grey silty clay. Occ large chalk lumps, occ pot and 
bone 

Fill of PH 5127 

5127 Posthole Cut 5127 Sub circular, steep sides and concave base. 0.58m x 0.54m x 0.42m deep Large posthole or small pit, possibly associated with 
5121, 5123, 5125, 5129 & 5131, which all cut layer 5135 

5128 Stakehole Fill 5129 Firm, dark yellowish brown clay with occ flecks chalk Fill of stakehole 5129 
5129 Stakehole Cut 5129 Sub square, near vertical sides tapering to a point. 0.13m x 0.10m x 

0.15m deep 
Stakehole, possibly associated with 5121, 5123, 5125, 
5127 and 5131, which all cut layer 5135 

5130 Posthole Fill 5131 Soft, dark greyish brown silty clay, moderate flecks chalk and small 
stones. Occ lumps of dark yellow clay. 

Fill of PH 5131 

5131 Posthole Cut 5131 Oval, near vertical sides and flat base. 0.30m x 0.22m x 0.12m deep. Posthole, possibly associated with 5121, 5123, 5125, 
5127 and 5129, which all cut layer 5135 

5132 Posthole Fill 5133 Soft, dark brownish grey clayey silt mixed with much creamy pink mortar. 
No finds. 

Single fill of PH 5133 

5133 Posthole Cut 5133 Sub rectangular with rounded ends, near vertical sides, BSHA, base flat. 
0.27m x 0.12m x 0.28m deep 

Posthole - associations unknown 

5134 Deposit Layer  Friable, mid brown silty sand. Occ to mod small pebbles. No finds. Cut by 
PHs 5127 and 5133. Seals layer 5136 and PH 5138 

Localised dumping / external soil? 

5135 Deposit Layer  Soft, dark grey sandy silt. Mod flecks and sfrags chalk, occ mfrags chalk 
and flint nodules, occ flecks charcoal, some pot and bone. 3.4m x 1.3m x 
approx 0.20m max. Confined to centre of trench 

Dumping / external soil? 

5136 Deposit Layer  Friable, dark reddish brown silty sand. Occ small rounded pebbles. Finds 
not recorded. Confined to SW edge of trench, 0.17m thick max. In section 
appears to be filling a shallow cut/depression in 5117 

Dumping / external soil? 

5137 Posthole Fill 5138 Firm, dark yellowish brown clay. Moderate sfrags chalk, occ mfrags chalk. 
Fill is looser in centre (post pipe?). 

Single fill of PH 5138 



5138 Posthole Cut 5138 Square, vertical sides, flat base. 0.18m x 0.18m x 0.10m deep Posthole - no obvious associations 
5139 Pit Fill 5141 Loose, dark greyish brown silty sand and cobbles (up to 250 x 140mm). 

Freq s-m pebbles, occ flecks and sfrags chalk and charcoal, rare animal 
bone. Up to 0.50m thick. 

Principal (upper) fill of pit 5141 

5140 Pit Fill 141 Loose, light grey silty sand, moderate s-m pebbles. No finds. Up to 0.16m 
thick. 

Basal fill of pit 5141 

5141 Pit Cut 5141 Rectangular with a rounded SW corner (only seen partially, as it runs 
beyond the LOE to NE and SE), sides near vertical, BSHA, base generally 
flat. >3.08m x >0.40m x 0.55m deep 

Part of a large pit - function unknown. 

5142 Pit Fill 5143 Soft, mid greyish brown silty clay. Occ lumps of mid brownish grey clay. 
Occ patches of soft, creamy pink mortar, occ flecks chalk and charcoal, 
sfrags bone and pot. 

Single fill of pit 5143. 

5143 Pit Cut 5143 Oval, steep, concave sides (more gradual at SW end), BGRAD, base 
concave. 1.64m x 0.80m. Cuts layer 5146 

Small pit - function unknown 

5144 Pit Fill 5145 Loose, dark brownish grey silty sand. Occ lenses of mid to dark brownish 
red silty sand and lumps of greenish brown silty clay, occ flecks charcoal 
and chalk, occ sfrags pot and bone. 

Single fill of pit 5145 

5145 Pit Cut 5145 Oval, steep, slightly concave sides, concave base. >1.9m x >0.8m x 
0.15m deep. Removed to NW by 5113 and to SW by 0599. Truncated by 
5106 and 5104. Cuts layer 5146. 

Shallow pit - function unknown 

5146 Deposit Layer  Soft, dark brownish grey clayey silt. Occ chalk and charcoal flecks, occ 
lenses of mid greenish brown clay, occ bone and pot. Runs beyond LOE 
to NE and SE. Has uncertain relationship with layer 0547 to SW. 
Removed by pits 5143 & 5145 to NW. >3.0m x >2.3m x approx 0.10m 

Dumping / external soil? 

5147 Deposit Layer  Soft, dark grey clayey silt. Freq mfrags chalk, occ small patches of firm, 
mid yellow clay and light pinkish grey friable mortar. Finds not recorded. 
Localised deposit with irregular plan, measuring 2m x 1.4m x ?m thick. 
Uncertain relationship with adjacent deposit 5146. Not recognised in 
section S.6 

Dumping / external soil? Generally the same as 5146, 
but with more chalk. 

5148 Deposit Layer  Soft, mid grey clayey silt. Mod pebbles and sfrags chalk, occ cobbles, 
patches of compacted dark grey pebbly sandy silt. Finds not recorded. 
Localised deposit measuring approx 1.0m x 0.8m x ?m thick. 

Dumping / external soil? Probably broadly equivalent to 
5146 and 5147, despite apparent overlapping. 

5149 Posthole Fill 5150 Soft, mid yellowish brown clay. Mod flecks chalk and occ flecks creamy 
pink mortar. No finds. 

Single fill of PH 5150 

5150 Posthole Cut 5150 Oval, near vertical sides, BSHA, base concave. 0.20m x 0.14m x 0.17m 
deep 

Posthole, possibly associated with nearby PH 5152 

5151 Posthole Fill 5152 Soft, mid yellowish brown clay. Mod flecks chalk and occ flecks creamy 
pink mortar. No finds. 

Single fill of PH 5152 

5152 Posthole Cut 5152 Sub square with rounded corners, fairly steep, concave sides, BGRAD, 
base concave. 0.24m x 0.22m x 0.11m deep 

Posthole, possibly associated with nearby PH 5150 

5153 Posthole Fill 5154 Soft, dark brownish grey silty sand. Mod chalk flecks and small pebbles. 
No finds. 

Single fill of PH 5154 

5154 Posthole Cut 5154 Sub square with rounded corners, steep, concave sides, BGRAD, base 
concave. 0.22m x 0.22m x 0.12m deep. Cut by pit 5159. Cuts layer 5169 

Isolated posthole - no obvious associations 

5155 Pit Fill 5156 Soft, dark brownish grey sandy silt. Mod charcoal flecks, small stones, Single fill of pit 5156 



pot, occ bone 
5156 Pit Cut 5156 Oval, steep concave sides, BGRAD, base generally concave but with a 

pronounced step at the SW end. 1.10m x >0.40m x 0.19m deep. 
Removed to NW by 5113. 

Small pit - function unknown 

5157 Unspecified Fill 5159 Soft, very dark brownish grey silty sand with frequent large frags chalk. 
Finds not recorded. Approx 0.30m thick 

Upper fill of doubtful 'cut' 5159 

5158 Unspecified Fill 5159 Soft, very dark brownish grey silty sand with occ sfrags pot and bone, 
pebbles and shell 

Excavated as lower fill of doubtful 'cut' 5159, but might 
actually have been an underlying deposit 

5159 Unspecified Cut 5159 Shallow 'cut' with imperceptible break at base. Only one edge recorded 
and this has a convex curve to it. Contains fill 5157 and possibly 5158 

Very doubtful feature - recorded as a cut but more likely 
to have been an interface between deposits. 

5160 Finds   Misc finds from deposits below 5117 (probably from 5174 and 5175  
5161 Pit Fill 5162 Soft, dark grey sandy silt. Mod pebbles, occ s-mfrags chalk, occ large flint 

nodules, some bone and pot 
Single fill of pit 5162 

5162 Pit Cut 5162 Oval, moderately steep sides, BGRAD, base slightly concave. >1.2m x 
0.90m x 0.18m deep 

Shallow pit - function unknown 

5163 Pit Fill 5164 Soft, mid greyish brown sandy silt. Mod pebbles and sfrags chalk, occ 
crushed shell. No finds. 

Single fill of pit 5164 

5164 Pit Cut 5164 Oval, TSHA, sides vertical, BSHA, base flat (probably over-dug). >0.50m 
x 0.46m x 0.20m Removed out of sequence to SW. Sealed by layer 5117 

Small pit or large posthole 

5165 Pit Fill 5188 Soft, dark greyish brown fibrous/organic silt. Moderate macro organic 
remains (twigs, roots). No finds. >0.30m thick 

Single fill of cut 5188. Apparent shallowness in section 
S.5 is due to the angle/direction of cut 5188 (lower part 
of cut not in section). 

5166 Posthole Fill 5167 Only seen and recorded in section. Soft, dark greyish brown 
fibrous/organic silt. Mod macro organic remains. No finds. 

Single fill of PH 5167 

5167 Posthole Cut 5167 Sides vertical, BSHA, base flat. 0.24m wide x 0.17m deep. Truncated by 
pit 5188. 

Isolated posthole - no obvious associations 

5168 Dump Layer  Only seen and recorded in section. Soft, dark brownish grey silty sand. 
Mod charcoal flecks, and s-mfrags chalk, occ to mod bone, occ pot. Up to 
0.22m thick, in S.6. Cut by pits 5162, 5156, 5164 and 5188. Seals layers 
5169 and 5170 

Probably deliberate dumping / ground raising 

5169 Dump Layer  Only seen and recorded in section. Soft, light creamy grey silty sand. No 
inclusions. Cut by PH 5154. Up to 60mm thick. 

Probably deliberate dumping / ground raising 

5170 Dump Layer  Only seen and recorded in section. Soft, mid brownish orange sand with 
moderate to frequent small pebbles. Very localised, and only 50mm thick. 
No finds. 

Probably deliberate dumping / ground raising 

5171 Dump Layer  Only seen and recorded in section. Soft, mid to dark greyish brown silty 
sand. No inclusions. Blurred interface with underlying layer 5173. Up to 
60mm thick, sloping down slightly to NE 

Probably deliberate dumping / ground raising 

5172 Dump Layer  Only seen and recorded in section. Soft, mid brownish orange sand with 
mod to freq small pebbles. No finds. Localised deposit, 70mm thick and 
with a slight slope down to the NE 

Probably deliberate dumping / ground raising 

5173 Dump Layer  Only seen and recorded in section. Soft, dark brownish grey slightly peaty 
silty sand. Mod charcaol flecks, occ small pebbles. No finds, but some of 
those labelled 5160 were probably from this layer. Up to 0.18m thick, and 
extending trench-wide with slight slope down to NE. Sampled <12> 

Probably deliberate dumping / ground raising, but might 
have been reworked by fluvial action 



5174 Dump Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, mid grey silty sand with mod pebbles, bone 
fragments and occ pot. Extends trench-wide, with slight slope down to NE. 
Thickness increases from SW to NE (at least 0.22m thick at NE end) 

Probably deliberate dumping / ground raising, but might 
have been reworked by fluvial action 

5175 Alluvium Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, dark brownish grey silty sand. Occ to mod 
charcoal flecks and small pebbles. No finds. Extends trench-wide, with 
slight slope down to NE. Up to 0.20m thick. 

Possibly deliberate dumping / ground raising, but given 
the absence of finds it was probably an alluvium/flood 
deposit 

5176 Alluvium Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, dark greenish brown silty sand with mod 
charcoal flecks and occ small pebbles. No finds. Probably extends trench-
wide, with slight slope down to NE. Up to 0.10m thick. 

Probable alluvium/flood deposit 

5177 Alluvium Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, mid to dark grey silty sand with occ 
charcoal flecks and small pebbles. Only seen at SW end of section, but 
probably extended trench-wide. Slight slope down to NE. Up to 0.16m 
thick. No finds. 

Probable alluvium/flood deposit 

5178 Alluvium Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, light grey sand with no inclusions. 
Horizontal deposit extending trench-wide. 0.13m thick, where recorded. 

Alluvium 

5179 Alluvium Layer  Only recorded in section. Indurated mid orange and grey (mottled) sand 
and gravel, with no inclusions. Horizontal deposit extending trench-wide. 
20mm thick, where recorded. 

Alluvium 

5180 Alluvium Layer  Only recorded in section. Indurated, dark brownish grey silty sand with 
moderate small pebbles. Horizontal deposit recorded only at the SW end 
of the section. 20mm thick. 

Alluvium 

5181 Alluvium Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, light grey sand and gravel with no 
inclusions. Horizontal deposit recorded only at the SW end of the section. 
70mm thick. 

Alluvium 

5182 Alluvium Layer  Only recorded in section. Indurated, dark brownish grey silty sand with 
moderate small pebbles. Horizontal deposit recorded only at the SW end 
of the section. 20mm thick. 

Alluvium 

5183 Alluvium Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, light grey sand and gravel with no 
inclusions. Horizontal deposit recorded only at the SW end of the section. 
>20mm thick. 
 
No further excavation 

Alluvium 

5184 Dump Layer  Only recorded in section, on SW side of trench. Firm, dark brownish 
yellow clay with occ flecks and sfrags chalk. Up to 0.15m thick. 

Part of make-up / levelling for concrete slab 

5185 Posthole Fill 5186 Loose, grey silty sand with freq red brick, roof tile and modern glass, metal 
etc. 

Fill of modern posthole 5186 

5186 Posthole Cut 5186 Only recorded in section. Vertical sides, BSHA and flat base. 0.30m wide 
x 0.48m deep. 

Modern posthole 

5187 Dump Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, dark greyish brown silty sand. Freq small 
pebbles, occ mussel and oyster shell. >0.33m thick. 

Dumping / ground raising, broadly equivalent to 
5173/5174 

5188 Pit Cut 5188 Only recognised in section, so shape in plan not known. 2.3m wide x 
>0.50m deep, with TGRAD, sides steep, base not seen. 

Pit - function unknown 

0601 Surface Layer  Layer of rounded flint cobbles (40-200mm). Includes a shallow brick gully 
constructed of yellow bricks (228 x 110 x 60mm) laid on edge in staggered 
stretcher rows. Abuts wall 0605 to SW and wall/foundation 0609 to SE 

Cobbled yard/road surface associated with Anchor 
Hotel. 



0602 Machine 
cut 

Cut  Generally sub square, measuring 1.0m x 1.0m x 0.36m deep with vertical 
sides and a flat base, but with a wider, shallow upper part. 

Machine cut resulting from the removal of a concrete 
base. Originally this supported a steel stanchion 
associated with that part of the Anchor Hotel above the 
covered entrance. 

0603 Make-up Layer  Layer of crushed chalk with some light grey silt, 0.14m thick. No finds. 
Very clear interface with underlying strata. Abuts wall 0605 to SW and 
wall/foundation 0609 to SE 

Bedding layer for cobbled surface 0601 

0604 Foundation Masonry  Mostly red bricks (occasional yellow) machine made with frog and 
stamped HICKS & GARDENER / FLETTON / PETERBOROUGH. Bricks 
are 225 x 110 x 70mm and are bonded with light grey cement mortar (4 
courses = 0.33m). The foundations consist of shallow footings of concrete 
and brick rubble (up to 0.50m wide x 0.20m deep) supporting brick 
courses. Upper surviving courses generally have a row of headers and a 
row of stretchers and are 0.35m wide. Below these are two stepped 
courses (stepped on inside of building only) increasing the foundation to 
0.45m wide. The NE wall is generally only 0.23m wide (alternate 
header/stretcher courses) but has the same double stepped base. 

Foundations/lower wall courses for the recently 
demolished building adjacent to the Anchor Hotel (15 
Bridge Street?). The company Hicks and Gardener 
operated under that name from 1891 to 1911 (check 
dates). 

0605 Wall Masonry  Wall running NW-SE, on foundation 0606. The upper surviving part 
consists of four courses (0.30m) of yellow bricks (230 x 110 x 70mm) laid 
in a Flemish bond. Below this are two courses (same width as above, 
0.13m high) of flint and brick rubble faced to the SW with yellow brick 
stretchers (as above). Below this the wall is wider (0.33m, x 0.33m high) 
and built of random coursed flint nodules (up to 0.20m) and brick. All 
bonded heavily with the same hard, white lime mortar. 

Probable garden wall built free-standing on foundation 
0606. To the NE it is abutted by cobbled surface 0601 
and its make-up 0603. To the SW it is abutted by soil 
layers 0648, 0649 and 0650. 

0606 Foundation Masonry  NW-SE oriented foundation built of rough-hewn chalk blocks (up to 0.40m 
across), uncoursed and rammed. Bonded sparsely with very light grey 
lime mortar with frequent white flecks. Occasional red and yellow brick 
rubble. Near the SE end there is a deposit of reddish brown sand below 
the masonry, but still within the same construction cut. At the SE LOE the 
foundation is shallower (0.18m). Overall dimensions 0.48-0.54m wide x up 
to 0.40m deep. 

Foundation for wall 0605, in cut 0607 

0607 Foundation Cut  Linear, >4.40m long x 0.50m wide x up to 0.38m deep. TSHA, sides 
nearly vertical, BSHA. Base has a general downward slope from SE to 
NW and a pronounced step at the SE end where it cuts through an earlier 
foundation. 

Construction cut for foundation 0606 

0608 Foundation Masonry  Mostly red (occasional yellow) bricks, machine made and frogged (230 x 
110 x 70mm), laid in stretcher courses, one brick wide. Bonded with light 
grey cement mortar. Inside and parallel to the SW wall of 0604, with a 
0.13m gap between them. Overlaps stepped base of 0604 at the NW end. 

Addition to 0604, creating a cavity wall effect. 

0609 Foundation Masonry  Foundation oriented SW-NE (with a short return to the NW at the SW end) 
and made of chalk rubble and flint cobbles (up to 0.20m across) with 
occasional red brick fragments. The upper part is edged on both faces 
with flint cobbles and has a core of smaller cobbles and brick fragments, 
all bonded with soft, creamy yellow mortar. Below this is a course of firm, 
creamy yellow mortar with small lumps of chalk and flint cobbles, and a 
basal course of unmortared flint and ?septaria fragments up to 0.20 x 0.15 

Trench built foundation, of which the upper course might 
have been above the contemporary ground level. 
 
Uncertain relationship with mortar layer 0623 



x 0.15m. Overall dimensions of >3.2m long x 0.45m wide x up to 0.36m 
deep. 

0610 Posthole Fill 0612 Soft, mid greyish brown silty clay with frequent small fragments of chalk. Fill of posthole 0612 
0611 Posthole Fill 0612 Soft, dark brown peaty soil filling sub-square post pipe (0.13m wide) in 

posthole 0612 
Decayed post, contemporary with 0614 and 0617 

0612 Posthole Cut 0612 Sub rectangular with rounded corners, vertical sides and flat base. 0.46m 
x 0.30m x 0.14m deep 

One of a line of three postholes cutting layer 0623, with 
0615 and 0618 

0613 Posthole Fill 0615 Soft mid greyish brown silty clay with frequent chalk fragments. Fill of posthole 0615 
0614 Posthole Fill 0615 Soft, dark brown peaty soil containing occasional glass, an Fe ring and 

some clinker. Filled sub -square post pipe (0.13m wide) in posthole 0615 
Decayed post, contemporary with 0611 and 0617 

0615 Posthole Cut 0615 Sub rectangular with rounded corners, vertical sides and a flat base. 0.50 
x 0.40 x 0.48m deep. 

One of a line of three postholes cutting layer 0623, with 
0612 and 0618 

0616 Posthole Fill 0618 Mid greyish brown silty clay with frequent chalk fragments and occasional 
CBM 

Fill of posthole 0618 

0617 Posthole Fill 0618 Soft, dark brown peaty soil with occasional small frags glass. Fills sub-
square post pipe (0.20m wide) in posthole 0618 

Decayed post, contemporary with 0611 and 0614 

0618 Posthole Cut 0618 Sub rectangular with rounded corners, vertical sides and a flat base. 
0.70m x 0.58m x 0.51m deep 

One of a line of three postholes cutting layer 0623, with 
0612 and 0615. 

0619 Pit Fill 0621 Soft, mid yellowish brown sharp sand, with occasional pebbles and very 
small frags brick (not kept). No other finds. Filled structure/lining 0620 in 
pit 0621 and overflows/spreads beyond limits of pit. 

Backfill of possible soakaway 0621 

0620 Pit Masonry 0621 Roughly squared or rectangular chalk blocks, mostly 100-130mm across, 
laid in four courses against the sides of pit 0621. The resulting structure 
has internal dimensions at the top of 0.44m x 0.33m x 0.45m deep, but 
widens towards the base. There is no base. Bonded sparsely with light 
grey mortar. 

Lining of probable soakaway 0621. 

0621 Pit Cut 0621 Rectangular with TSHA (slight step on S corner), vertical sides and a flat 
base. 0.80m x 0.72m x 0.55m deep 

Small pit with a lining of small chalk blocks (0620). 
Function unclear, but might have been a soakaway. 

0622 Deposit Layer  Soft, very dark grey silty loam. Occasional pebbles, sfrags CBM, pot, 
bone, CTP, coal and chalk. Up to 0.24m thick in W corner of trench but 
thinning out to the E. Abuts wall 0625 to the E. 

External soil layer. Unclear if it is in a cut - if so it must 
be very shallow and irregular. 

0623 Deposit Layer  Friable, light yellowish brown coarse sand / degraded mortar. Generally 
10-20mm thick but up to 80mm close to NW LOE. Removed to SW by 
foundation cut 0607. Uncertain relationship with foundation 0609 (might 
be abutting). 

Thin layer of probable degraded mortar - associations 
unknown. 

0624 Foundation Cut  Linear, oriented SW-NE for >3.5m, with a short (1m) return to the NW at 
the SW end. Approximately 0.60m wide, with vertical sides and a gradual 
BOS at base; base flat. 

Construction cut for foundation 0609 

0625 Wall Masonry  Rough-hewn blocks of chalk and sandstone, with some flint cobbles, all 
randomly coursed (materials up to 0.20m across). Oriented NW-SE and 
faced to NE and SW. 0.40m wide x >0.30m long x 0.30m high. Removed 
to the SE in antiquity. Two types of mortar: on the NE side it is soft, 
yellowish and sandy; on the SW side it is hard and light grey. Might 
indicate re-use of previously bonded materials. Truncated horizontally and 
sealed by layer 0649. 

Assumed free-standing wall, without foundation. 
Different sequences of soil deposits to either side of the 
wall. 
 
Possible garden feature contemporary with the use of 
wall 0605 to the NE? 



0626 Deposit Layer  Compact, dark brownish grey clayey silt with occ chalk fragments. >1.60m 
x 1.10m x 10-20mm thick, and petering out to the edges. 

Localised, thin spread of soil - tread layer? 

0627 Foundation Masonry  Flint nodules up to 0.25m, with occasional rough hewn chalk fragments up 
to 0.10ml, aid as a single course on a bed of soft, light grey lime mortar in 
cut 0628. Measures 1.05m NW-SE x >0.20m wide (runs beyond LOE) x 
0.20m deep. 

Truncated foundation / plinth 

0628 Foundation Cut  Rectangular, 1.05m x >0.20m x 0.20m deep, with TSHA, vertical sides, 
BSHA and a slightly irregular base. 

Construction cut for foundation / plinth 0627 

0629 Unspecified 
cut 

Fill 0630 Soft, mid brownish grey sandy silt. Moderate pebbles, occ sfrags chalk 
and mortar. No finds. 

Single fill of cut feature 0630 

0630 Unspecified 
cut 

Cut 0630 Shape uncertain (linear?), TSHA, sides very steep, BGRAD, base 
irregular. >0.80m x >0.97m x 0.40m deep. Uncertain relationship with 
foundation cut 0624 to the NE. Runs beyond LOE to the SW. 

Unspecified cut feature - date and function unknown. 

0631 Posthole Fill 0632 Soft, mid greenish grey sandy silt, becoming yellowish brown clayey sand. 
Occasional pebbles and sfrags chalk, no finds. 

Fill(s) of posthole 0632 (no obvious post pipe) 

0632 Posthole Cut 0632 Oval, TSHA, sides very steep to vertical (slightly irregular on S side), base 
not seen properly but though to be at c. 8.80m OD. 0.60m x 0.50m x 
0.53m deep. Truncated by machine. 

Posthole. Fill similar to adjacent PH 0646 

0633 Posthole Fill 0635 Compact, light greyish brown silty clay with frequent brick and chalk 
fragments. 

Packing around post pipe 0634 in PH 0635 

0634 Posthole Fill 0635 Soft, dark grey clayey silt with frequent sfrags chalk, filling a cicular post 
pipe (0.20m wide) in PH 0635 

Decayed post in PH 0635 

0635 Posthole Cut 0635 Circular, TSHA, with bowl-shaped profile. 0.40 x 0.40m x 0.30m deep Posthole, associations unknown. 
0636 Pit Fill 0637 Compact, mid greenish brown clayey silt. Frequent s-mfrags chalk, occ s-

mfrags flint, no finds. 
Single fill of pit 0637 

0637 Pit Cut 0637 Oval, TSHA, sides nearly vertical, BGRAD, base slightly concave. 
Truncated to SW by foundation cut 0628. Cuts layer 0652. 0.75m x 0.65m 
x 0.45m deep 

Small pit - date and function unknown. 

0638 Deposit Layer  Compact, mid brown clayey silt with occasional sfrags chalk. A few finds, 
but all from SE end of the deposit and probably contamination from under-
excavation of postholes in this area. Clear interface with underlying 
deposits at NW end, less so to SE. Up to 0.10m thick at NW end, probably 
thicker to the SE. 

External soil layer? In retrospect this was probably over-
excavated to SE. 

0639 Pit Fill 0640 Mixed, mid brown & mid grey clayey silt, occ flint and chalk, no finds. Fill(s) of pit 0640 
0640 Pit Cut 0640 Sub circular, with bowl-shaped profile. 0.60m x >0.50m x 0.30m deep Small pit - date and function unknown. 
0641 Deposit Layer  Compact, mid brownish grey sandy silt. Moderate s-mfrags chalk, occ 

sfrags pot, bone, CBM and metal objects. Approx 50mm thick at NW end, 
becoming thicker to SE, up to 0.30m. 

External soil horizon - possible dumping / ground 
raising. Broadly equivalent to 0638 on other side of cut 
0607. 

0642 Posthole Fill 0643 Soft, mid brownish grey silty sand with frequent pebbles. Some bone and 
oyster shell. 

Single fill of posthole 0643. 

0643 Posthole Cut 0643 Sub circular with near vertical sides & flat base. 0.42 x 0.42 x 0.25m deep Posthole - associations unknown. 
0644 Posthole Fill 0646 Compact, light yellowish brown clayey sand with frequent sfrags chalk. No 

finds. Similar fill in adjacent posthole 0632 
Fill of probable post pipe (0.32m diameter) in PH 0646. 

0645 Posthole Fill 0646 Soft, mixed mid brownish grey sandy silt and light grey coarse sand. 
Frequent pebbles and chalk fragments, with larger fragments of chalk (up 

 



to 0.10m) around post pipe fill 0644 
0646 Posthole Cut 0646 Sub circular, 0.85m wide x 0.50m deep, with TSHA, vertical sides and 

concave base. 
Large posthole sealed by layer 0641 

0647 Foundation Fill  Soft, reddish brown (scorched?) sand. Only recorded in section S.1 (but 
seen elsewhere also), overlying foundation 0604, within its construction 
trench (not numbered separately). 

Construction backfill associated with modern foundation 
0604. 

0648 Deposit Layer  Soft, dark brownish grey loamy soil with occ pebbles, sfrags chalk, CBM 
and bone (no finds kept). Up to 0.35m thick. Runs beyond LOE to NW, 
SW and SE, and abuts SW face of wall 0605 to NE. Cut by modern 
foundations 0604. 

Possible garden soil imported and dumped against wall 
0605. 

0649 Deposit Layer  Soft, mid brownish grey loamy soil with frequent flecks and sfrags crushed 
mortar, moderate pebbles and occ sfrags brick and tile (not retrieved). Up 
to 0.35m thick to SW, getting thinner to NE. Excavated by machine. Seals 
truncated remains of wall 0625 and abuts SW face of wall 0605 to NE. 

Dumping / garden soil associated with wall 0605. 

0650 Deposit Layer  Soft, light greyish brown sandy silt. Frequent flecks and sfrags crushed 
mortar, moderate s-mfrags chalk and flint. Many voids from decay of large 
roots. Only recorded in section, filling the space between walls 0625 and 
0605. Up to 0.30m thick. 

Possible horticultural soil (flower bed). 

0651 Deposit Layer  Soft, light to mid grey sandy silt with frequent flecks and sfrags mortar and 
chalk. Localised deposit, only seen in section, abutting base of wall 0625 
to NE 

Probably garden soil, broadly the same as overlying 
0622 

0652 Deposit Layer  Compact chalk rubble (60-70%) mixed with light yellowish brown silty clay, 
light grey sandy silt and patches of degraded mortar. No finds. Generally 
0.25-0.30m thick with an undulating surface and base (appears pressed 
into underlying deposits). Abuts wall 0667 to the NE and runs beyond the 
LOE in all other directions. 

Either a dumped deposit / external surface adjacent to 
wall 0667, or (less likely) the collapsed upper part of 
wall 0667. 

0653 Deposit Layer  Soft, mid greyish brown loamy soil. Occ pebbles, sfrags chalk, CBM and 
charcoal. Only seen in section, with indistinct interfaces. Up to 0.16m 
thick. Sealed pit 0630. 

Garden soil, broadly the same as 0649. 

0654 Deposit Layer  Compact, light yellowish brown silty clay, mottled greyish brown in places. 
Up to 0.15m thick, petering out to SW and SE and running beyond LOE to 
NW. Has a vertical interface with deposit 0664 to NE. Cut by PH 0660. 
Produced x1 Fe nail and x1 sfrag bone. 

Possible remains of a clay floor, or perhaps the 
demolition/collapse of clay walls 

0655 Deposit Layer  Soft, dark brownish grey sandy silt, slightly fibrous/peaty in places. 
Moderate pebbles, s-lfrags bone, occ oyster, s-mfrags pot. Extends 
trench-wide. 0.30m to 0.40m thick. Very clear interfaces above and below. 

External dumps / ground raising. 

0656 Pit Fill 0663 Deposit of chalk rubble (0.10-0.20m fragments) as a single "course" filling 
the upper part of pit 0663. 

Originally interpreted as a foundation, but subsequently 
seen as a pit fill / consolidation deposit. 

0657 Posthole Fill 0658 Soft, mid brownish grey silty sand with frequent chalk and mortar 
flecks/sfrags, and some m-lfrags chalk (packing material?). No finds. 

Single fill of PH 0658. No obvious post pipe. 

0658 Posthole Cut 0658 Oval, TSHA, sides smooth and near vertical, base concave. 0.35m x 
0.26m x 0.28m deep 

Isolated posthole - associations unknown. 

0659 Posthole Fill 0660 Soft, mid brownish grey silty sand. Occ pebbles, sfrags tile and bone. Single fill of PH 0660. No obvious post pipe. 
0660 Posthole Cut 0660 Oval, TSHA, sides smooth and steep, BSHA, base flat. 0.50m x 0.30m x 

0.34m deep. Cuts possible beam 0664 and associated (?)floor 0654. 
Posthole, with no obvious associations. 



0661 Pit Fill 0663 Soft, dark brown clayey silt with occasional sfrags chalk and pebbles. 
Finds not recorded. 

Middle fill of three in pit 0663 

0662 Pit Fill 0663 Compact, light brownish grey clayey silt with frequent crushed chalk and 
occasional pebbles. Finds not recorded. 

Lower fill of pit 0663 

0663 Pit Cut 0663 Rectangular (only one corner seen), TSHA, sides near vertical, base fairly 
flat. Extends beyond LOE to SE and NE. >2.4m x >0.7m x 0.42m deep 

Large pit - function unknown. 

0664 Deposit Layer  Soft, mid-dark brown fibrous silt with some sandy or clayey, fine irregular 
laminations. .1.20m NW-SE x >0.10m wide x 0.17m deep. Has a vertical 
interface with clay layer 0654 and overlies same surface as 0654. Runs 
beyond LOE to NE and NW. Removed to SE by PH 0660. 

Possible decayed timber - either a ground beam or a 
collapsed wall/roof member. 

0665 Tread Layer  Highly compacted, charcoal-rich sandy silt with extensive thin lenses of 
light yellowish brown silty clay or soft mid brown silt. Occ pebbles, 
moderate pot (all from same area and broken in situ), occ sfrags chalk. 
Thickness varies from almost nothing to 60mm. Very clear interfaces 
above and below. 

Tread/occupation layer(s) over floor 0666. Note that it 
was subsequently seen (in section) to 'drape' down into 
cut 0690 (slumping?) 

0666 Floor Layer  Firm, light yellowish brown silty clay. Frequent flecks and sfrags chalk, occ 
pebbles. No finds. Thickness from 20mm to 0.10m. To SW it abuts or 
slightly overlaps wall 0667. To SE it peters out (worn away?). To NW & 
NE it extends beyond LOE. >3m SW-NE x >2.5m NW-SE. Seals pit 0670 

Clay floor associated with wall 0667 

0667 Wall Masonry  NW-SE oriented wall constructed of rough-hewn (or roughly squared) 
chalk blocks laid in two courses and bonded heavily with very soft 
(degraded) light grey mortar. Generally about 0.25m wide x 0.25m deep 
(NW half). SE half quite narrow in places (truncated). >4.4m long (runs 
beyond LOE to NW and SE. On excavation found to be wider top coarse 
and narrower below (0.1-0.15m wide). Built free-standing on rubble 
foundation 0686, although at the NW end it was built on earlier masonry 
pit lining 0681 

Insubstantial wall base associated with floor 0666 etc. 

0668 Deposit Layer  Row of three large stone slabs. A = 390 x 200 x 9mm, B = 210 x 190 x 
6mm, C = 150 x 140 x 6mm. A and B possibly worked. All fossiliferous 
limestone. All retained for ID. 

Stepping stones/path, or post pads 

0669 Pit Fill 0670 Soft, mid greenish grey clayey silt. Occ chalk flecks to lfrags (larger frags 
esp at SE end). Finds not recorded. 

Single fill of pit 0670 

0672 Dump Layer  Soft, dark brown silty sand. Moderate s-m pebbles, occ sfrags pot and 
bone. 10-80mm thick due to undulations in surface below. Very clear 
interfaces. 

Dumped deposit / levelling 

0670 Pit Cut 0670 Rectangular or oval (not seen fully), TSHA, sides vertical or under-cut, 
BSHA, base flat. >2.8m x >0.6m x 0.45m deep. Extends beyond LOE to 
NW and NE 

Large pit - function unknown. 

0671 Deposit Layer  Compact, mid grey sandy silt. Mod pebbles and sfrags chalk, x1 mfrag pot 
(green glazed). Approx 30mm thick, petering out to SW. Removed by pit 
0670 to NE. Very clear interfaces. 

Localised layer/spread/dump 

0673 Dump Layer  Compact, mid brownish grey sandy silt with freq pebbles, mod s-mfrags 
chalk, occ mfrags pot and bone. Thickness 0.10m to 0.30m. Fairly good 
interface with underlying deposits, esp on NE side of trench. 

Dumped deposit / ground raising. Some variations in 
colour/texture suggest more than one episode of 
dumping. 

0674 Surface Layer  Compact, mid greenish grey silty clay. Freq sfrags chalk and small Clay surface. It overlies mortar construction debris 0675 



pebbles, moderate flecks and sfrags mortar. No finds. 20-60mm thick. 
Runs beyond LOE to NW and NE. Removed by later cuts to SE. Peters 
out to SW. 

and is therefore possibly the original surface/floor 
associated with wall 0667. 

0675 Deposit Layer  Compact/soft (varies), very light grey sandy mortar. Up to 0.20m thick, 
where it is banked up against the NE face of wall 0667, but petering out to 
the NE. 

Possibly construction debris associated with the upper 
(truncated) part of wall 0667, although it is not the same 
mortar as used in the surviving base of the wall. 

0676 Pit Fill 0677 Soft (waterlogged), mid brown clayey silt. Freq pebbles, some lenses of 
light yellowish brown clay, occ sfrags chalk and charcoal. 

Single fill of pit 0677 

0677 Pit Cut 0677 Oval?, TSHA, sides very steep, BSHA, base flat. Removed to NW and NE 
by later cuts. >0.60m x >0.40m x 0.30m deep. Sealed by surface 0674 

Small pit, function unknown. 

0678 Posthole Fill 0679 Soft, mid grey sandy silt 80% and crushed off-white mortar 20%. Occ 
pebbles and sfrags chalk. No finds. 

Single fill of PH 0679 

0679 Posthole Cut 0679 Oval, TSHA, sides steep, BGRAD, base concave. 0.50m x 0.40m x 0.20m 
deep. Sealed by surface 0674. Cuts layer 0680. 

Probable posthole - no obvious associations. 

0680 Dump Layer  Loose, orangey brown sand and gravel. 50mm to 0.15m thick. Undulates 
as it fills depressions. Very 'clean' with no finds. Similar to fill 0692 in 
adjacent pit 0691 - maybe contemporary? Partially overlies masonry lining 
0681 of pit 0691. 

Dumping/levelling deposit 

0681 Pit Masonry 0691 Pit lining constructed of small chalk blocks with at least one squared face, 
measuring 0.10m - 0.15m laid in three courses and heavily bonded with 
soft, cream-coloured mortar. The mortar is also applied as a render to the 
internal face and spills out beyond the edges of the associated cut 0691. 
The internal face of the lining is battered. Includes an internal 'buttress' 
made of two large stones (limestone) up to 230 x 200 x 100mm. 

Masonry lining of pit 0691 

0682 Posthole Fill 0683 Soft, mid grey sandy silt. Freq pebbles and crushed mortar. No finds. Single fill of PH 0683 
0684 Slot Fill 0685 Loose, mid brown sand and gravel (80:20) Single fill of slot 0685 
0685 Slot Cut 0685 Linear, with vertical sides and flat base. Truncated at both ends. Sealed 

by layer 0723. Cuts layer 0674. >0.40m x 0.20m x 20mm deep 
Possible beam slot, given that 0674 is interpreted as a 
floor/surface 

0686 Foundation Fill 0687 Loose soil and chalk rubble (fragments up to 0.12m) Very poor foundation for wall 0667? 
0687 Foundation Cut 0687 Linear, NW-SE, TSHA, sides vertical, BSHA, base flat. >1.80m x 0.20m x 

up to 80mm deep 
Shallow cut filled with soil and rubble below wall 0667. 
Foundation? 

0688 Deposit Layer  Compact, mid grey sandy silt. 60mm thick. Only seen in section. Removed 
in plan as part of layer 0665. Probably contemporary with deposit 0654. 

Localised soil deposit, part of sequence of internal 
floors/occupation etc 

0689 Unspecified 
cut 

Fill  Soft, yellowish brown or reddish brown deposits of silty clay - interleaving, 
with one lens of obviously scorched clay. Only seen in section, filled cut 
0690 (above charcoal layer 0665) 

Possible hearth? 

0690 Unspecified 
cut 

Cut 0690 Only seen and recorded in section. Up to 0.15m deep and 0.95m wide 
with moderately steep sides and irregular base. Note that charcoal-rich 
tread layer 0665 'lines' the sides and base of this cut, suggesting that it 
might been an area of slumping. Has removed part of clay floor 0666 

Shallow cut or slumped area, filled with scorched 
deposits (hearth?) 

0691 Pit Cut 0691 Rectangular, >3.0m x x>0.80m x up to 0.30mm deep. TSHA, sides 
vertical, base slopes down slightly from SW to NE. Contained masonry 
lining 0681and fills 0692 

Pit with masonry lining - function unknown. 

0692 Pit Fill 0691 Compact, interleaving deposits of orangey brown / yellowish brown / grey 
sands and silty sands. Moderate pebbles but no finds. Overlaid by 0675. 

Backfilling of pit 0691. Not obviously a usage fill, 
suggesting that the pit was empty until final backfilling. 



Similar to layer 0680 (contemporary?). Clue to function? 
0693 Pit Fill 0694 Loose, mid grey sandy silt with freq pebbles and flint cobbles. No finds, 

except a large worked stone block with metal inserts. 
Single fill of pit 0694 

0683 Posthole Cut 0683 Oval, with generally vertical but irregular sides and a flat base. 0.36m x 
0.20m x 0.18m deep. Sealed by layer 0674. 

Isolated PH cutting masonry lining 0681 of pit 0691. Not 
clear if it was associated with the use of the pit. 

0694 Pit Cut 0694 Uncertain shape (only SW edge seen). >2.10m x >0.70m x 0.21m deep. 
TSHA, sides moderately steep, BSHA, base flat. 

Slightly suspect cut feature, assumed pit - function 
unknown 

0695 Deposit Layer  Soft, mid to dark grey charcoal-rich sandy silt. Moderate pebbles. No 
finds. Up to 50mm thick, but generally less. Peters out to NE. Removed by 
later cuts (some recent) to SW and SE. 

Uppermost of a sequence of dumps or foreshore-like 
deposits 

0696 Finds   Finds from 0695 / 0697 / 0698 / 0699 / 0700 / 0701  
0697 Dump Layer  Loose light yellowish brown sand and gravel filling a small, localised 

hollow, up to 0.10m thick. Only recorded in section, extends 0.80m to SE 
Localised dumping 

0698 Dump Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, mid greenish grey silty sand with occ 
pebbles. Any finds will be included with 0696. Up to 0.18m thick, 
extending trench-wide. 

Dumping / ground raising 

0699 Dump Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, light brown clayey sand with freq sfrags 
charcoal. Up to 80mm thick, filling (with 0700) a shallow hollow in the SW 
part of the trench. Any finds will be included with 0696. 

Dumping / ground raising 

0700 Dump Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, black, crushed charcoal and silt (60:40), up 
to 20mm thick. Within a shallow hollow, with 0699 

External deposit / dumping 

0701 Deposit Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, mid brown sandy silt (slightly fibrous). 
Moderate flecks and sfrags charcoal, occ pebbles, s-mfrags pot, moderate 
bone (finds went in as 0696). Some very fine lenses of light yellowish 
brown clay/silt, giving a generally laminated appearance to the deposit. Up 
to 0.20m thick, extending trench-wide. 

Foreshore-like deposit(s) 

0702 Deposit Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, mid to dark grey sandy silt. Moderate s-l 
bone, occ pebbles, s-mfrags pot, occ s-mfrags chalk, occ oyster. Up to 
0.15m thick, extending trench-wide. 

Possible alluvium, or dumping in waterlogged 
conditions. 

0703 Deposit Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, mid reddish brown peaty silt. Moderate s-l 
bone, occ s-mfrags pot, moderate macro organics remains (twigs/roots?), 
occ oyster and mussel. Approx 80mm thick, extending trench-wide. Clear 
interface with overlying layer 0702, but poor below with 0704 

Peaty / waterlogged soil horizon. 

0704 Deposit Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, mid reddish brown peaty silt and s-l flint 
pebbles/cobbles (50:50). Moderate s-l bone, occ s-mfrags pot, moderate 
macro organics remains (twigs/roots?), occ oyster and mussel (all finds 
included with 0703). Approx 0.10m thick, extending trench-wide. Poor 
interface with overlying layer 0703 (effectively the same deposit). 

Peaty / waterlogged soil horizon. 

0705 Natural Layer  Only recorded in section. Indurated, mid brownish grey silty sand and 
gravel. 20mm thick, trench-wide. 

Iron-panned surface of natural river terrace gravel 0707 

0706 Deposit Layer  Only recorded in section. Soft, light yellowish white silty clay. No 
inclusions. 50mm thick. 

Localised deposit of clay - probably alluvium / flood 
horizon rather than floor etc. 

0707 Natural Layer  Only recorded in section. Banded deposits of sand and gravel - mostly 
light yellowish brown or reddish brown and concreted by iron panning in 
places. 

Natural river terrace gravels 





Appendix 4. Digital image register 

 
 
 

Trench 5 
001 General view of Anchor Hotel cellar, looking NE, Trench 5 (1m scale) 29/01/2013 
002 General view of Anchor Hotel cellar, looking NE, Trench 5 (1m scale) 29/01/2013 
003 General view of Anchor Hotel cellar, looking NE, Trench 5 (1m scale) 29/01/2013 
004 General view of Anchor cellar, looking NE, Trench 5 (1m scale) 29/01/2013 
005 Foundation 0506 (left) and 0507 (right), looking NE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 30/01/2013 
006 Foundation 0506 (left) and 0507 (right), looking NE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 30/01/2013 
007 Foundation 0506 (left) and 0507 (right), looking NE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 30/01/2013 
008 General view, pre-excavation, of Trench 5, looking W 30/01/2013 
009 Pit 0541, half sectioned, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.4m scale) 04/02/2013 
010 Pit 0541, half sectioned, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.4m scale) 04/02/2013 
011 Pit 0541, half sectioned, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.4m scale) 04/02/2013 
012 General view of Trench 5, looking NE (1m scale) 04/02/2013 
013 General view of Trench 5, looking NE (1m scale) 04/02/2013 
014 General view of Trench 5, looking NE (1m scale) 04/02/2013 
015 Medieval building 0552 etc, looking NE, Trench 5 (1m scale) 05/02/2013 
016 Medieval building 0552 etc, looking NE, Trench 5 (1m scale) 05/02/2013 
017 Medieval building 0552 etc, looking NE, Trench 5 (1m scale) 05/02/2013 
018 Cobbled surface 0557, looking NW, Trench 5 (0.4m scale) 06/02/2013 
019 Cobbled surface 0557, looking NW, Trench 5 (0.4m scale) 06/02/2013 
020 Cobbled surface 0557, looking NW, Trench 5 (0.4m scale) 06/02/2013 
021 Hearth 0564 (wide view), looking NE, Trench 5 (no scale) 07/02/2013 
022 Hearth 0564 (wide view), looking NE, Trench 5 (no scale) 07/02/2013 
023 Hearth 0564, looking NE, Trench 5 (0.3m scale) 07/02/2013 
024 Hearth 0564, looking NE, Trench 5 (0.3m scale) 07/02/2013 
025 Hearth 0564, looking NE, Trench 5 (0.3m scale) 07/02/2013 
026 Hearth 0564, looking NE, Trench 5 (0.3m scale) 07/02/2013 
027 Hearth 0564, looking NE, Trench 5 (0.3m scale) 07/02/2013 
028 Hearth 0576, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.4m scale) 08/02/2013 
029 Hearth 0576, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.4m scale) 08/02/2013 
030 Hearth 0576, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.4m scale) 08/02/2013 
031 Foundation 5115, looking NE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 14/02/2013 
032 Foundation 5115, looking NE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 14/02/2013 
033 Foundation 5115, looking NE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 14/02/2013 
034 Foundation 5115, looking NE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 14/02/2013 
035 Foundation 5115, looking NW, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 14/02/2013 
036 Foundation 5115, looking NW, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 14/02/2013 
037 Foundation 5115, looking NW, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 14/02/2013 
038 Foundation 5115, looking NW, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 14/02/2013 
039 Section S.6 (middle of NE facing part) 22/02/2013 
040 Section S.6 (NW end of NE facing part) 22/02/2013 
041 Section S.6 (SW end of NW facing part) 22/02/2013 
042 Section S.6 (middle of NW facing part) 22/02/2013 
043 Working shot, drawing section S.6 22/02/2013 
044 Working shot, drawing section S.6 22/02/2013 
045 Section S.5, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 26/02/2013 
046 Section S.5, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 26/02/2013 
047 Section S.5, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 26/02/2013 
048 Section S.5, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 26/02/2013 
049 Section S.5, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 26/02/2013 
050 Section S.5, looking SE, Trench 5 (0.5m scale) 26/02/2013 
051 General view of Trench 5, following flooding and collapse, looking SE 27/02/2013 
052 General view of Trench 5, following flooding and collapse, looking SE 27/02/2013 
053 General view of Trench 5, following flooding and collapse, looking SE 27/02/2013 
054 General view of Trench 5, following flooding and collapse, looking SE 27/02/2013 
055 SW end of Section S.5, looking SE (0.5m scale) 27/02/2013 
056 SW end of Section S.5, looking SE (0.5m scale) 27/02/2013 
057 SW end of Section S.5, looking SE (0.5m scale) 27/02/2013 
058 SW end of Section S.5, looking SE (0.5m scale) 27/02/2013 



Trench 6 
001 Cobbled surface 0601, looking SE, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 29/01/2013 
002 Cobbled surface 0601, looking SE, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 29/01/2013 
003 Cobbled surface 0601, looking SE, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 29/01/2013 
004 Cobbled surface 0601, looking NW, Trench 6 (1m scale) 29/01/2013 
005 Cobbled surface 0601, looking NW, Trench 6 (1m scale) 29/01/2013 
006 Cobbled surface 0601, looking NW, Trench 6 (1m scale) 29/01/2013 
007 Cobbled surface 0601, looking NW, Trench 6 (1m scale) 29/01/2013 
008 General pre-excavation view of Trench 6, looking NW 30/01/2013 
009 General pre-excavation view of Trench 6, looking NW 30/01/2013 
010 Wall 0605 and foundation 0606, looking NW, Trench 6 (0.4m scale) 31/01/2013 
011 Wall 0605 and foundation 0606, looking NW, Trench 6 (0.4m scale) 31/01/2013 
012 Wall 0605 and foundation 0606, looking NW, Trench 6 (0.4m scale) 31/01/2013 
013 Foundation 0606, looking NE, Trench 6 (no scale) 31/01/2013 
014 Foundation 0606, looking NE, Trench 6 (no scale) 31/01/2013 
015 Foundation 0606, looking NE, Trench 6 (no scale) 31/01/2013 
016 Structure (soakaway?) 0620, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.2m scale) 01/02/2013 
017 Structure (soakaway?) 0620, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.2m scale) 01/02/2013 
018 Structure (soakaway?) 0620, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.2m scale) 01/02/2013 
019 Structure (soakaway?) 0620, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.2m scale) 01/02/2013 
020 Structure (soakaway?) 0620, looking NW, Trench 6 (0.2m scale) 01/02/2013 
021 Structure (soakaway?) 0620, looking NW, Trench 6 (0.2m scale) 01/02/2013 
022 Foundation 0627, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 04/02/2013 
023 Foundation 0627, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 04/02/2013 
024 Foundation 0627, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 04/02/2013 
025 Foundation 0627, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 04/02/2013 
026 Section S.1 (SW half), looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 07/02/2013 
027 Section S.1 (SW half), looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 07/02/2013 
028 Section S.1 (SW half, wider view), looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 07/02/2013 
029 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking NW, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
030 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking NW, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
031 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking NW, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
032 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking NW, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
033 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking SW, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
034 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking SW, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
035 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking SW, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
036 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking NE, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
037 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking NE, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
038 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking NE, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
039 Medieval building (floor 0666, wall 0667 etc), looking NE, Tr 6 (0.5m scale) 12/02/2013 
040 Stone slabs 0668, looking NE, Trench 6 (0.2m scale) 13/02/2013 
041 Stone slabs 0668, looking NE, Trench 6 (0.2m scale) 13/02/2013 
042 Stone slabs 0668, looking NE, Trench 6 (0.2m scale) 13/02/2013 
043 Med building (wall 0667 left, surface 0674 right), looking NW, Tr 6 (1m scale) 15/02/2013 
044 Med building (wall 0667 left, surface 0674 right), looking NW, Tr 6 (1m scale) 15/02/2013 
045 Med building (wall 0667 left, surface 0674 right), looking NW, Tr 6 (1m scale) 15/02/2013 
046 Med building (wall 0667 left, surface 0674 right), looking NW, Tr 6 (1m scale) 15/02/2013 
047 Section S.1 (N half), looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 15/02/2013 
048 Section S.1 (N half), looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 15/02/2013 
049 Section S.1 (N half), looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 15/02/2013 
050 Pit lining 0681, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 15/02/2013 
051 Pit lining 0681, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 15/02/2013 
052 Pit lining 0681, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 15/02/2013 
053 Pit lining 0681, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 15/02/2013 
054 Pit lining 0681, detail at SW end, looking NW, Trench 6 (no scale) 15/02/2013 
055 General view of pit lining 0681, looking W, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 15/02/2013 
056 Pit lining 0681, looking SW, Trench 6 (no scale) 15/02/2013 
057 Pit lining 0681, detail of SW end, looking SW, Trench 6 (no scale) 15/02/2013 
058 Section S.4, looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 21/02/2013 
059 Section S.4, looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 21/02/2013 
060 Section S.4, looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 21/02/2013 
061 Section S.4, looking NW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 21/02/2013 
062 Section S.3, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 21/02/2013 
063 Section S.3, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 21/02/2013 
064 Section S.3, looking SW, Trench 6 (0.5m scale) 21/02/2013 
065 General view of Trench 6, final stages 20/02/2013 
066 General view of Trench 6, final stages 20/02/2013 



067 Working shot, taking samples, Trench 6 22/02/2013 
068 Working shot, taking samples, Trench 6 22/02/2013 
069 Working shot, taking samples, Trench 6 22/02/2013 
070 Working shot, taking samples, Trench 6 22/02/2013 
071 Working shot, taking samples, Trench 6 22/02/2013 
072 Working shot, taking samples, Trench 6 22/02/2013 
073 Working shot, taking samples, Trench 6 22/02/2013 

  





Appendix 5. Bulk finds 

Abbreviations: CBM = Ceramic building material; FC = Fired clay; CTP = Clay tobacco pipe; Gl Bot = Glass bottle; BF = Burnt flint; St = Stone; An bone = Animal bone 
(all weights in grams)  

Context Pot 
No 

Pot 
Wt 

CBM 
No 

CBM 
Wt 

FC 
No 

FC 
Wt 

CTP 
No 

CTP 
Wt 

Nails 
No 

Nails 
Wt 

Slag 
No 

Slag 
Wt 

Gl 
Bot 
No 

Gl 
Bot 
Wt 

BF 
No 

BF 
Wt 

St 
No 

St 
Wt 

An 
Bone 

No 

An 
Bone 

Wt 

Shell 
No 

Shell 
Wt 

Overall 
Date 

0507 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 7058 0 0 0 0  
0520 0 0 1 51 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 7 0 0 Med 
0526 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 46 0 0  
0527 0 0 2 39 0 0 0 0 2 38 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 6 7 132 0 0 PM 
0529 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0  
0537 1 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 72 0 0 M12–13th 
0540 0 0 5 693 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Med 
0542 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Med/Lmed 
0547 1 48 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 31 0 0 15th–16th 
0549 0 0 1 91 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Med 
0554 2 30 1 32 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 L10–11th 
0555 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 65 0 0  
0583 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1106 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
0587 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 11094 0 0 0 0  
0590 2 42 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 11th? 
0598 2 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 109 0 0 12th–14th 
0614 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 57 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
0616 0 0 7 461 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 1 4670 2 97 0 0 PM 
0617 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
0622 1 14 15 641 0 0 2 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1049 2 18 0 0 16th–18th 
0633 0 0 3 374 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 LMed/PM 
0638 6 64 9 328 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 356 1 2 16th? 
0641 1 4 2 55 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 37 0 0 LMed/PM 
0645 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 74 0 0  
0654 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0  
0655 22 671 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44 2203 5 218 11th 
0659 0 0 2 144 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 16 0 0 Med 
0665 10 117 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11th–12th 
0668 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 19664 0 0 0 0  



Context Pot 
No 
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Wt 
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No 
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Wt 
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No 

FC 
Wt 
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No 
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No 

Nails 
Wt 

Slag 
No 

Slag 
Wt 

Gl 
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No 

Gl 
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Wt 
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No 

BF 
Wt 

St 
No 

St 
Wt 

An 
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No 

An 
Bone 

Wt 

Shell 
No 
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Wt 

Overall 
Date 

0671 3 49 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13th–14th 
0672 3 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 25 0 0 11th 
0673 3 132 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 167 0 0 12th–14th 
0696 10 256 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 91 3603 2 44 11th 
0702 11 495 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 70 3116 7 290 11th 
0703 2 28 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 33 1239 6 101 10th–11th 
5100 1 11 1 40 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 16 0 0 16th–18th 
5105 1 52 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13th–14th 
5110 0 0 1 32 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 129 0 0 PM 
5117 37 869 1 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 90 1 1434 187 4146 14 126 12th / PM 
5126 2 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 13th–14th 
5132 9 151 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 187 0 0 13th 
5134 7 144 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 19 0 0 13th 
5135 22 502 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 382 1 36 M12–13th  
5139 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 105 0 0 11th–12th 
5142 1 32 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 11 0 0 10th–11th 
5144 6 111 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 235 0 0 11th 
5146 19 214 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 651 6 38 12th–13th 
5148 13 233 0 0 1 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 427 0 0 12th–13th 
5155 31 364 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1274 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 198 0 0 11th 
5157 5 98 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 305 0 0 4 68 0 0 11th 
5158 26 460 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44 1331 1 121 L10–11th 
5160 16 507 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 33 1 180 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 713 0 0 13th 
5161 6 115 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 19 295 0 0 L10–11th 
5168 14 248 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 77 0 0 L10–11th 
5174 3 227 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 798 0 0 11th 

 



Appendix 6. Pottery catalogue 

 
Context Fabric Type No Wt/g Form Decoration Abrasion Also in Notes 

0537 HFW1 D 1 15     or v micaceous 
LMT 

0547 LMT D 1 48      
0554 THET RU 2 30 AC    fabric slightly odd, 

poss MCW? 
0590 THET U 1 36 LSV    food res int 
0590 EMW U 1 5      
0598 MCW B 1 25      
0598 ELCW U 1 3      
0622 GRE D 1 14      
0638 LMT U 1 4      
0638 NLLM R 1 18 JR    ms redware, pink 

core, poss Essex? 
Occ coarse flint 

0638 LMT B 1 8      
0638 LMT D 2 19  COHL    
0638 BOUD D 1 13      
0641 THET U 1 4      
0655 THET B 1 20      
0655 THET R 1 113 AF ATS rim & body +   
0655 STNE U 1 20      
0655 STNE B 2 66      
0655 LSSH B 4 98     coarse shell 
0655 LSSH U 3 51     coarse shell 
0655 THET U 3 23      
0655 THET D 1 37 LSV ATS    
0655 THET D 1 3  ROULD    
0655 THETG D 1 97  ATS    
0655 THETG U 1 11      
0655 LSSH U 3 127 LSV    coarse shell 
0665 EMW U 11 117     HM but sim to 

THET 
0671 GRIM D 2 48 JGF applied hand, 

SLLB 
   

0672 THETG B 1 14      
0672 THETG U 1 6      
0672 THET U 1 9      
0673 ELCW U 3 132     mortar ext 
0696 THET U 5 71      
0696 THET B 2 24      
0696 THET R 1 60 AB GGR    
0696 THET R 1 83 BB12     
0696 THET R 1 17 AA     
0702 THET R 1 99 BB7     
0702 THET R 1 52 AC ROULR    
0702 THET R 1 49 BB12     
0702 THET R 1 32 BL?     
0702 THET R 1 42 AB    bent rim, almost 

waster 
0702 THET B 1 72      
0702 THET D 1 26  ATS (lost)    
0702 THET U 3 47      
0702 THET B 1 74      
0703 THET B 1 24      
0703 THET U 1 3      
5100 IGBW H 1 11      
5105 GRIM RH 1 52 JG     
5117 THET R 1 27 AC     
5117 STAMB D 1 10      



Context Fabric Type No Wt/g Form Decoration Abrasion Also in Notes 
5117 EMW U 2 17      
5117 LSSH R 1 64 BL     
5117 EMW R 1 15 JR     
5117 EMSW RH 1 117 COS     
5117 THET R 1 13 AB     
5117 EMSW D 1 128  ATS or lug 

handle? 
   

5117 HCW U 1 19      
5117 STAMA D 1 21  ATS    
5117 THET R 1 34 BB12     
5117 THET R 1 47 AB     
5117 THET U 19 185      
5117 THET H 1 33      
5117 THET B 2 79      
5117 THET R 1 12 AB     
5117 THET R 1 42 AC ROULD    
5126 THET U 1 6     poss EMW 
5126 ELYG D 1 10  SLLB    
5132 BCSW U 1 16     finer type 
5132 ELYG U 1 17      
5132 MCW U 1 31     ms pale grey 
5132 MCW R 1 36 JR    ms pale grey 
5132 HFW1 D 2 17    5134 

5135 
5148 

 

5132 HFW1 D 1 6  applied curving 
strip 

 5148  

5132 HFW1 D 1 15  APPE    
5132 EMWS B 1 10      
5134 ELYG R 1 69 JG     
5134 ELCW D 1 13  ATS    
5134 BCSW B 1 20     finer type 
5134 HFW1 D 1 12      
5134 HFW1 D 1 9    5132 

5135 
5148 

 

5134 HCW B 1 11      
5134 ELCW U 1 8      
5135 BCSW U 1 33   +  finer type 
5135 EMW R 1 6 JR     
5135 THET B 1 92      
5135 HFW1 B 1 20    5132 

5134 
5148 

 

5135 MCW U 1 11      
5135 ELCW R 1 34 JR    fine, sparse chalk, 

oxid orange 
surfaces 

5135 ELCW U 1 28     fine, sparse chalk 
5135 ELCW U 2 40     coarse chalk 
5135 LMU U 2 8      
5135 THET U 1 80      
5135 HCW D 2 31  ATS  5146  
5135 THET U 3 28   +   
5135 EMW R 1 30 JR TR    
5135 THET R 1 8 AB  +   
5135 EMSW U 1 8   +   
5135 GRCW D 1 12  COHL - 2 bands    
5135 EMW U 1 30      
5139 EMW U 1 6      
5142 THET U 1 31      
5144 PING U 1 11     poss Badorf 
5144 THET D 1 19  ATS    
5144 THETG D 1 44  ATS    
5144 EMW U 1 4      
5144 YAR B 1 5      



Context Fabric Type No Wt/g Form Decoration Abrasion Also in Notes 
5144 EMWS U 1 27    5146 coarse shell 
5146 HCW DU 3 15  ATS  5135  
5146 THET R 1 26 AB     
5146 STNE U 2 26      
5146 STNE B 1 7      
5146 EMSW U 1 14      
5146 EMW U 1 21      
5146 EMW R 1 10 JR     
5146 ANDN U 1 3      
5146 BMCW U 1 7      
5146 THET U 6 53      
5146 EMWS B 1 29    5144  
5148 THET R 1 27 AB    deformed rim, 

waster? 
5148 HFW1 D 2 27    5132 

5135 
5139 

 

5148 HFW1 D 3 48  applied curving 
strips 

 5132  

5148 ANDN D 1 14      
5148 EMW U 2 16      
5148 THET U 1 27      
5148 THET D 2 69  ATS    
5148 EMWSS U 1 4      
5155 THET U 26 212      
5155 THET D 2 22  ROULS    
5155 THET R 1 40 AB ROULD    
5155 THET R 1 46 AB     
5155 THET R 1 43 AB     
5157 THET R 1 30 AB  +   
5157 THET U 2 24   +   
5157 THET R 1 26 AC  +   
5157 THET B 1 17   +   
5158 THET U 16 207      
5158 THET RD 3 62 AB ROULD, IWL on 

rim 
   

5158 THET R 1 18 AB     
5158 THET R 1 7 AB  +   
5158 THET R 1 7 AB  +   
5158 THET R 1 54 BB12  +   
5158 THET B 3 104      
5160 THETG U 1 21      
5160 BCSW U 1 6    finer type  
5160 THETG H 1 48      
5160 THET U 7 73      
5160 THET B 1 181   +   
5160 THET D 3 101  ATS    
5160 THET R 1 43 AB     
5160 BSFW R 1 32 JR     
5161 THET R 1 25 BB12     
5161 THET U 5 62      
5161 THET B 1 24      
5161 STNE U 1 3   +   
5168 THET B 2 41      
5168 STNE R 1 27 BL    poss shelly ware, 

fairly coarse 
5168 THET R 1 25 AC ROULS    
5168 THET R 1 31 AB     
5168 THET B 2 53      
5168 THET U 7 69      
5174 THET R 1 26 AC     
5174 THET DH 1 180 AD ATSV, 2 

rouletted 
cordons on 
neck 

   

5174 THETG R 1 20 AA     



 



Appendix 7. Ceramic building material catalogue 

 
Context Fabric Form No Wt Abr Mortar Notes Date 

0520 est RTM 1 50    Med 
0527 msfe RTP 2 39    PM 
0540 est RTM 5 690  thick cream msf all over  Med 
0542 fsffe RTM 1 192  thin reduced core Med/LMed 
0549 est RTM 1 90  thick cream msf all over  Med 
0554 est RTM 1 32    Med 
0616 msfe RTP 1 143 +   PM 
0616 msf RTP 5 120    PM 
0616 fsf LB 1 196 + cream ms  PM 
0622 est EB 1 10    Med 
0622 ms RID 1 40    PM 
0622 msfe RTP 4 118    PM 
0622 fscq RTP 5 121    LMed/PM 
0622 mscq RTP 1 38    LMed/PM 
0622 msffe FT? 2 143 + cream ms on base =1 tile, not worn PM 
0622 fsm LB 1 169 +  partially reduced LMed? 
0633 mscq LB 3 373 + white ms on base =1 brick, worn LMed/PM 
0638 est RTM 4 160  ms on 2  Med 
0638 mscq LB 1 57 +   PM 
0638 fs RTP 2 47    PM 
0638 fsm RTP 2 64    PM 
0641 est RTM 1 16    Med 
0641 fs RTP 1 38    LMed/PM 
0659 est(cs) RTM 2 144    Med 
5100 mscq LB 1 40 +   PM 
5110 mscq RTP 1 32    PM 
5117 mscq RTP? 1 21 +  flake, reduced surface pmed 

 





Appendix 8. Small finds catalogue 

 

SF Context Object Material Frags Wt (g) Description Period 
1001 5117 Bead Glass 1 1 Half of a bead made out of potash glass, making it a rare find (Ian Riddler, pers comm). Late Anglo-Saxon 
1002 5158 Needle Bone 1 3 Complete. The item tapers to a point, the head is flattened and squared off and has a hole at 

the centre. Smooth through use wear. 
Late AS/early Med 

1003 5158 Needle Bone 1 3 Complete. The item tapers to a point and has a flattened head which is squared off and has a 
hole at the centre. Smooth through use wear. Distal end of pig fibula. 

Late AS/early Med 

1004 0701 Skate Bone 1 286 A large horse metapodial. It has been worked, particularly on one side which is flattened. Very 
smooth through use wear. Horse skates are not common in EA before the 11th C (Ian Riddler, 
pers comm). 

Unknown 

1005 5148 ?Crucible Composite 1 73 Fragment of pottery encrusted internally with deposits of iron and copper alloy.  
1006 0529 Blade/latch? Iron 1 101 Long flat and thin rectangular shaped fragment which is snapped at both ends. Some 

corrosion products are present. 
Unknown 

1007 5146 Knife Iron 1 12 A flat thin rectangular shaped fragmentary tang, probably from a whittle tanged knife. 
Corrosion products are present. 

Unknown 

1008 0672 Unknown Iron 1 1 A snapped and rounded fragment of an unknown length. The object is slightly tapered and 
bent at one end. Possible nail? 

Unknown 

1009 5135 Pin Iron 1 1 A pin fragment. The shaft is intact, only the distorted base of the head remains. Probably 
originally part of ring-headed form (I Riddler, pers comm). 

Anglo-Saxon? 

1010 5135 Knife Iron 1 3 Irregular shaped fragment of tang, probably from whittle tanged knife. Unknown 
1011 0665 ?Nail heads Iron 3 14 Three ?nail heads all intact with variable lengths of shaft attached. One has mortar/plaster 

attached. All of the shafts are bent. All are corroded. 
Unknown 

1012 0614 Ring Iron 1 20 Round ring shaped and complete. The metal appears rounded however it is heavily corroded. Unknown 
1013 5144 Unknown Iron 1 112 Thick and slightly rectangular iron fragment. One end is straight the other tapered. Heavily 

corroded. 
Unknown 

1014 0655 Lock? Iron 1 60 An irregular shaped fragment but with a regular cylindrical socket in the centre and at least 
one flatish side. Copper can also occasionally be seen on the object. Possibly a barrel lock 
(Ian Riddler, pers comm). 

Late AS/early Med 

1015 5160 Knife Iron 1 7 A fragmentary iron blade, probably deriving from a drawknife in rectangular form (Ian Riddler, 
pers comm). 

Late AS/early Med 

1016 5174 Waste Antler 4 239 Antler fragments, including 1 cut tine and 1 fragment of base with mulitple cut marks. Red 
deer. Burr with part of pedicle still attached (Ian Riddler, comment). 

Unknown 

1017 5160 Waste Antler 1 183 A fragment of antler sawn off evenly in 2 places. Red deer (IR) Unknown 
1018 0655 Handle Bone 1 45 A fragment of a worked bone handle. It is snapped at one end. It is long and rectangular in 

shape and decorated with incised lines which are grouped together and cover all three worked 
sides of the bone. One side of the bone length is missing. 

Late AS/early Med 

1019 0507 Moulding Stone 1 1836 Limestone. An engaged column fragment. Snapped at both ends. A raised strop (30mm wide) 
marks the attachment point. Common from the 10th C onwards (Ian Riddler, pers comm). 

Unknown 



SF Context Object Material Frags Wt (g) Description Period 
1020 0507 Moulding Stone 1 4552 A dressed block of limestone with nine faces. A carve cross shaped mark appears on one flat 

surface. 
Unknown 

1021 0693 Moulding Stone 1 10644 A square block with tooling marks on at least three faces. Two iron attachments are visible. 
These, although heavily corroded, appear to be looped and have centre holes. 

Unknown 

1022 0507 Moulding Stone 1 18014 This block has six sides, five of which form the main shape and the other has a longer straight 
edge for placement. Tooling marks are present on at least two surfaces. 

Unknown 

1023 0557 Mortar Stone 1 5404 Limestone. The worn remains of the lower half the vessel. The variable remains of four evenly 
spaced lugs can still be seen. 

Medieval 



Appendix 9. Environmental evidence (Anglo-Saxon) 

 
Abbreviations: x = 1–10 specimens; xx = 11–50 specimens; xxx = 51–100 specimens; xxxx = 100+ specimens 

cf = compare; w = de-watered; fg = fragment; m = mineral replaced; b = burnt   

 
Sample No. 11 12 9 10 
Context No. 0703 5173 0701 0702 
Date 10–11th 10–11th 11th 11th 
Cereals and other food plants     

Avena sp. (grains)  x xcf  

Hordeum sp. (grains)  x x  

Triticum sp. (grains)   x x 

Cereal indet. (grains)  x x x 

Pisum sativum L.   xcf  

Vitis vinifera L.   xwfg  

Herbs     
Anthemis cotula L. xw    

Atriplex sp.    xw 

Brassiaceae indet. xw    

Chenopodium album L. xw   xxw 

Chenopodiaceae indet.   xw xw 

Fallopia convolvulus (L.)A.Love xw    

Lepidium sp.    xcf 

P. dubium L. xcfw    

Large Poaceae indet.  x   

Potentilla sp. xw   xw 

Ranunculus acris/repens/bulbosus xw  xw  

Raphanus raphanistrum L. (siliqua frags.) xw    

Reseda sp. xw xcf  xw 

Rumex sp. xcfw    

R. acetosella L. xcfw    

Sonchus asper L. xw    

Spergula arvensis L. xw    

Stellaria media L.(Vill) xw    

Urtica dioica L. xxw   xw 

U. urens L. xw    

Wetland/aquatic plants     
Apium graveolens L. xw    

Carex sp. xw   xw 

Eleocharis sp. xw   xw 

Juncus sp. xw  xw  

Nasturtium officinale L.   xcfw  

Ranunculus sceleratus L. xw   xw 



Sample No. 11 12 9 10 
Context No. 0703 5173 0701 0702 
Date 10–11th 10–11th 11th 11th 
Tree/shrub macrofossils     
Corylus avellana L. x    xxw x  x 

Prunus sp. xw    

Rubus sect. Glandulosus Wimmer & Grab xw    

Other plant macrofossils     

Charcoal <2mm xx xxxx xxxx xxx 

Charcoal >2mm x xxxx xxxx xx 

Charcoal >5mm  xxx xxx x 

Charcoal >10mm   x x 

Charred root/stem  x xx x 

Mineral replaced root/stem   x  

Waterlogged root/stem xxxx  x x 

Ericaceae indet. (stem)  xcf x  

Indet.fruit/nutshell frags. xw   xw 

Indet.seeds xw   x    xw 

Silica skeletons (stem)   x  

Wood frags. <5mm xw    

Wood frags. >5mm xw    

Other remains     
Black porous 'cokey' material  x x x 

Black tarry material   x  

Cladoceran ephippia    xw 

Fish bones   xx x 

Glass/amber   x  

Siliceous globules  x x x 

Small mammal/amphibian bones    x 

Vitreous material  x x  

Waterlogged arthropod remains xx   x 

Sample Volume (litres) 40 40 40 40 
Volume of flot (litres) 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 
% flot sorted 50% 100% 50% 50% 



Appendix 10. Environmental evidence (Medieval) 

 
Abbreviations: x = 1–10 specimens; xx = 11–50 specimens; xxx = 51–100 specimens; xxxx = 100+ specimens 

cf = compare; w = de-watered; fg = fragment; m = mineral replaced; b = burnt   

 
Sample No. 6 8 1 2 3 4 5 7 
Context No. 0665 5105 0566 0571 0575 0579 0591 0597 
Feature No.  5106   0576    
Feature/deposit type Occupation Pit Occupation Occupation Hearth/oven Occupation Occupation Occupation 
Building No. 4  1 1 1 1 1 1 
Date 13th–14th 13th–14th 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 
Cereals and other food plants         
Avena sp. (grains)  x  xcf  x xcf x 

Hordeum sp. (grains)   x  x xx x x 

    (rachis nodes)  x   xx x x  

Hordeum/Secale cereale type (rachis nodes)     xx x   

Secale cereale L. (grains)   xcf   x   

Triticum sp. (grains)   x x  x   

T. aestivum/compactum type (rachis node)      x   

Cereal indet. (grains) x x x x  xx x x 

    (detached embryo)      x   

    (rachis internode frag.)      x   

Pisum sativum L.   xcf   x   

Large Fabaceae indet.      x   

Herbs         

Agrostemma githago L.     x x   

Asteraceae indet.      x   



Sample No. 6 8 1 2 3 4 5 7 
Context No. 0665 5105 0566 0571 0575 0579 0591 0597 
Feature No.  5106   0576    
Feature/deposit type Occupation Pit Occupation Occupation Hearth/oven Occupation Occupation Occupation 
Building No. 4  1 1 1 1 1 1 
Date 13th–14th 13th–14th 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 
Herbs (continued)         
Chenopodium album L.      x  x 

Chenopodiaceae indet.  xm   x x  xx    xm 

Fabaceae indet.   x  x x x x 

    (pod fragment)     x    

Fallopia convolvulus (L.)A.Love      x   

Galium aparine L.      x  x 

Lapsana communis L.      x   

Lithospermum arvense L. xm      xfg xm 

L. officinale L.      x   

Medicago/Trifolium/Lotus sp.     x x   

Papaver sp.        xm 

Persicaria maculosa/lapathifolia      x   

Small Poaceae indet. x    x x x  

Large Poaceae indet.    x  x  x 

Raphanus raphanistrum L. (siliqua frags.)     x x x  

Rumex sp.      x   

Silene sp.        xm 

Stellaria media L.(Vill)      x   

Valerianella dentata (L.)Pollich x        

Wetland/aquatic plants         

Carex sp.  xcfm      xcfm 

Cladium mariscus (L.)Pohl     x x  x 

Eleocharis sp.        x 



Sample No. 6 8 1 2 3 4 5 7 
Context No. 0665 5105 0566 0571 0575 0579 0591 0597 
Feature No.  5106   0576    
Feature/deposit type Occupation Pit Occupation Occupation Hearth/oven Occupation Occupation Occupation 
Building No. 4  1 1 1 1 1 1 
Date 13th–14th 13th–14th 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 
Wetland/aquatic plants (continued)         
Sparganium erectum  L. x        

Tree/shrub macrofossils         

Corylus avellana L. xcf       x 

Sambucus nigra L. x    x    

Ulex europaeus L.      xcf   

Other plant macrofossils         
Charcoal <2mm xx xxxx xxxx xxxx xx xxxx xxx xxxx 

Charcoal >2mm x xx xxx xxxx x xxxx xxx xxxx 

Charcoal >5mm  x xx xxx x xx x xx 

Charcoal >10mm    x  x  xx 

Charred root/stem x x  x x xx x x 

Mineral replaced root/stem  x     x  

Ericaceae indet. (stem)      x  x 

    (floret frag.)        xcf 

Indet. culm nodes    x x x x x 

Indet.inflorescence frag.      x   

Indet.seeds  xm  x x x  xm 

Other remains         
Black porous 'cokey' material x xxxx x x x xx xxx x 

Black tarry material  xx x xxx  x xx  

Bone x   x  xb   

Burnt/fired clay   x x   x  

Burnt organic concretion      x   



Sample No. 6 8 1 2 3 4 5 7 
Context No. 0665 5105 0566 0571 0575 0579 0591 0597 
Feature No.  5106   0576    
Feature/deposit type Occupation Pit Occupation Occupation Hearth/oven Occupation Occupation Occupation 
Building No. 4  1 1 1 1 1 1 
Date 13th–14th 13th–14th 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 14th+ 
Other remains (continued)         
Ferrous concretion       x  

Ferrous globules xxxx xxx x x  x xx  

Ferrous hammer scale xx      x  

Fish bones x x x x  x  x 

Glass        x 

Mineralised faecal concretions      xcf  x 

Siliceous globules  x    xx  xx 

Small coal frags. xxxx x x xxx xx xx xx x 

Small mammal/amphibian bones x  x x   x  

Vitreous material x x x x x xx x xx 

Sample Volume (litres)  20 0.25     10 
Volume of flot (litres) <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 
% flot sorted 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
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