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Introduction: 

A single trench evaluation was carried out at the southern end of RAF Lakenheath 

in order to assess the nature of any surviving archaeological deposits within the 

development area (Fig. 1) ahead of the construction of a Play Area. 

Methodology: 

Due to the close proximity of an in-use play area adjacent to the south-east side of 

the development area the project commenced with the erection of net fencing 

along the site limits. 

 

A single 18m long trench was excavated across the Proposed Development Area 

(PDA) along a north-west to south-east alignment. The trench was excavated by a 

back acting JCB fitted with a 1.6m wide ditching bucket. Archaeological deposits 

were excavated by hand in order to establish their extent and to recover datable 

evidence. Feature plans and sections were recorded with digital photography and 

also on drawing film by hand at a scale of 1:20. 

 

The finds assemblage was analysed by SCCAS Conservation Team. Once fully 

investigated the trench was backfilled to a reasonably practicable standard given 

the soils sandy nature and project timeframe. 



Results:  

The evaluation trench measured 18m in length and identified a shallow soil profile 

comprising 0.21m of topsoil (0001) overlying a 0.2m (max.) thick layer of light 

brownish-yellow sand consisting of a fine and coarse particles (0002). 

 

The natural geology across Lakenheath comprises Holywell nodular and New Pit 

chalk formations with overlying deposits of fine sand and gravels. Patches of the 

lower chalk bedrock were identified towards the north end of the trench whilst the 

southern portion displayed the fine and coarse sand superficial deposits. 

 

An archaeological horizon was identified at the southern end of the trench and 

consisted of a layer of mid/pale greyish-brown silty-sand (0003). The deposit was 

located within a natural hollow and is thought to be a buried soil. Two fragments of 

pottery and two pieces of heat altered stone were recovered from the layer. The 

first pottery fragment has organic and sand tempering whilst the second contains 

larger quartz inclusions; both fragments are likely to be Iron Age in date although 

there is a possibility that one, or both, may be Saxon (Cathy Tester and Richenda 

Goffin pers.comm). 

Conclusion: 

The project identified a shallow soil profile within the development area consisting 

of an organic topsoil (0001) overlying a layer of redeposited light coloured mix of 

fine and coarse grained sand (0002). At the southern end of the trench layer 0002 

was recorded sealing a greyish-brown silty-sand (0003) that has been identified as 

an archaeological deposit through the presence of a small assemblage of pottery 

and heat altered flint. The pottery has been spot dated as Iron Age or possibly 

Saxon in date  

 

The archaeological deposit (0003) is located within a natural hollow in the geology 

and is likely to continue across portions of the development area outside of the 

evaluation trench footprint. Monitoring of any further groundworks is recommended 

in order to mitigate the loss of any potential archaeological deposits. 
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  Fig 1. RAF Lakenheath, site location and surviving archaeological horizon at southern  
  end of evaluation trench. 

 

 



 

 

          Plate 1. Section across south-west corner of trench showing layer 0003 within a 
          natural hollow (looking south-west, 1m scale). 

 

 

          Plate 2. Development area looking south-east. 

 Recorded by: Andy Beverton Date: 24/06/13 


