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Summary 
An archaeological evaluation was carried out on land west of Norwich Road, Scole, to 

assess the impact of advance of a proposed residential and community infrastructure 

development. The trenching identified only limited archaeological evidence for past 

activity in the site, with features primarily relating to medieval or post-medieval field 

systems and a 19th century structure. There was minimal evidence for any activity prior 

to the medieval period and in particular no evidence for occupation extending north from 

the known Iron Age/Roman settlement, or for medieval roadside occupation (although 

trenching immediately adjacent to the road was limited).  
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1. Introduction 

An evaluation to assess the archaeological potential of land to the land west of Norwich 

Road, Scole, Norfolk (Fig. 1) was carried out to meet a condition on planning application 

3319/13 in accordance with paragraph 128 of the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 

The evaluation was requested by the archaeological advisor to the local planning 

authority, Norfolk County Council Heritage Environment Services (NCCHES), to provide 

sufficient information concerning the sites potential archaeological assets and impact of 

development upon them. The requirement for evaluation was outlined in a generic 

NCCHES Brief and addressed in a Suffolk Archaeology Written Scheme of Investigation 

(Cass 2015), approved by Ken Hamilton (NCCHES). The project was commissioned by 

Hollins Architects & Surveyors on behalf of the property owner/client Mr B Tunmore. 

 

The proposed development for residential housing and new village hall lies to the west 

of Norwich Road, in a field of open scrub grass, bramble, scattered young trees and 

occasional copses, measuring c.1.52ha. The site is located a short distance to the north 

of the historic village core and crossroads, and the proposed development will infill an 

existing gap in the modern settlement housing layout which has expanded considerably 

during the 20th/21st centuries (Figs. 3 to 5).   

 

The site is bounded to the west by a ditch/drainage channel and Low Road (now a dead 

end lane since the creation of the A140 Scole bypass which passes the north-west 

corner of the site). To the north and north-east are the rear gardens of several 

residential properties fronting Norwich Road. The eastern boundary largely consists of a 

mature hedgeline against Norwich Road but the site also runs behind another set of 

residential properties and gardens, while to the south lies an area of allotment gardens. 

The centre of the site is crossed from east to west by a public Right of Way connecting 

Norwich Road to low Road and partially by a set of overhead powerlines. 
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2. Geology and topography 

The site is generally located on a west and south-west facing slope which descends into 

the slight valley of a drainage channel heading to the River Waveney, 500m to the 

south. The floodplain of the Waveney effectively starts just to the south of the historic 

settlement core, 200-300m to the south of the site. Ground-levels start at a height of 

34m above Ordnance Datum in the north-east corner of the site and descend to a 

broadly level valley in the north-west (28.5m above OD) and south-west (27m above 

OD) corners.  

 

The site geology consists of superficial till deposits of the Lowestoft Formation on the 

higher ground to the north-east and Croxton Sand and Gravels on the lower slopes and 

valley floor to the west and south. These overlie chalk bedrock of the Lewes Nodular 

Chalk Formation, Seaford Chalk Formation, Newhaven Chalk Formation and Culver 

Chalk Formation (British Geological Survey website).  
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3. Archaeology and historical background 

The requirement for archaeological evaluation was placed as the site lies within an area 

known to be of high archaeological potential. The historic settlement of Scole lies to the 

north of the River Waveney on the Suffolk/Norfolk border and has long been known as 

the site of a significant Roman settlement, situated on the river crossing of the 

Roman road which linked Camulodunum (Colchester) to Venta Icenorum (Caistor St 

Edmund, near Norwich). A search of the Norfolk Historic Environment Record (HER), 

provided by NCCHES, of a 500m radius circle centred on the site identified a total of 47 

entries (Fig. 2 and summarised in Table 1). The full 93 page HER report is held in the 

digital project archive.  

 

Early prehistoric activity in the area is indicated by material found at a series of find 

spots, typically consisting of flint flakes, tools and potboilers ranging from the 

Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic periods, which have often been found in 

conjunction with later material. 

 

Multiple investigations, beginning in the late 19th century and continuing throughout the 

20th century (culminating in the series of excavations on the A140/A143 bypasses in 

the 1990’s, Ashwin and Tester 2014) has identified extensive evidence of the Roman 

settlement, which has been linked by some to the ‘Villa Faustini’, a site recorded on the 

Antonine Itinerary. The site lies some 250m to the north of the known area of Roman 

settlement (MNF 1007, 1008, 7954, 24814) but immediately adjacent to the Roman road 

(MNF 7947), the route of which continued into the medieval period as the ‘Pye Road’ (Ashwin 

and Tester 2014, 1) and then into the 20th century as the A140 Ipswich-Norwich trunk road 

which, now bypassed, runs through the centre of the modern village as Norwich Road. 

Evidence for earlier Iron Age settlement has also been identified in these areas and the 

town is set within a wider hinterland of coaxial field systems (MNF 58275) that are 

generally of Iron Age/Roman date. 

 

Scattered find spots of Iron Age and Roman material are recorded to the south of the 

site (MNF 7942, 7944, 15286, 24354, 38350, 66076), but also to the east (MNF 9868, 

31212), north (MNF 57411, 57412) and west (MNF 21485, 29508, 29509, 29510, 

42221, 43787). Previous archaeological evaluation 70m to the east (MNF 45888) has 

identified prehistoric and Roman features. Evaluation at MNF 60127, 130m to the south, 
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has identified Roman refuse pits together with Neolithic/early Bronze Age pitting and a 

possible medieval or post-medieval structure and deposits. 

 

The site lies in close proximity to the medieval parish church of St Andrew, MNF 7957, 

which is believed to have Late Anglo-Saxon origins and lies on the opposite side of 

Norwich Road. Anglo-Saxon evidence of activity in the area is limited in comparison to 

Roman or medieval periods, consisting of material in a few of the surrounding find 

spots. In addition to the evidence of medieval settlement to the south (MNF1007, 1008, 

9866 etc.), and medieval material from various find spots, the cropmarks of a medieval 

settlement and medieval finds ( MNF 7964 and MNF 29511 respectively) to the north of 

the site indicate the presence of medieval occupation extending along the west side of 

Norwich Road. 

 

The post-medieval settlement is represented by a series of listed buildings, 

predominantly spread to north and south along Norwich Road (MNF28500, 50596, 

50911 and 53886) and in the village core to the south (MNF 15110, 32845, 32846, 

33775 and 53878) but also to the south-west on Bungay Road (MNF 53448) and to the 

west within the modern housing estates (MNF 7966). Other recorded post-medieval 

sites include Scole Primary School (MNF 63648), c.150m to the north, and the route of 

the former Scole railway (MNF 13579) on the west side of the town. The foundations of 

a post-medieval building have been identified 150m to the south-west (MNF61607) and 

post-medieval material has been recovered in various find spots, usually in conjunction 

with earlier material. 

 

The mid-19th century tithe map for Scole (available online at http://historic-

maps.norfolk.gov.uk/mapexplorer) shows the site as consisting of two plots. The 

southern half of the sites occupies part of a large open field, which extends south to the 

village core. The northern plot is sub-divided into six by dotted lines, including a track(?) 

that runs-east-west to Low Road. Of particular note are the complex of buildings 

adjacent to the north-east corner of the site, which may have extended into the site 

itself.  

 

Subsequent Ordnance Survey mapping (Figs 3-5) shows little change to the site since 

the late 19th century. The modern southern boundary to the site first appears on the  

http://historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk/mapexplorer
http://historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk/mapexplorer
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HER No. Site Name/Description Type Period 
MNF1007 Villa Faustini, Scole Iron Age, Roman and medieval settlement Monument IA, Rom, Med 
MNF1008 Scole House/Long meadow, part of the Roman settlement Monument IA, Rom, Med 
MNF7942 Flint flake, Roman pottery sherds and coins Find Spot Neo, Rom 
MNF7944 Roman coin and post medieval objects Find Spot Rom, Pmed 
MNF7947 The Pye Roman Road Monument Rom, Med 
MNF7954 Possible Roman structure Monument Rom 
MNF 7957 St Andrew's Church, Scole Building Med, Pmed 
MNF7964 Cropmarks of a medieval settlement, multi-period pottery sherds Monument Med 
MNF7966 Mill building immediately north of Mill House, Norwich Road Building Pmed 
MNF9866 Part of Scole Roman and medieval settlement Monument Rom, Med 
MNF9867 19th to 20th century material Find Spot Mod 
MNF9868 Roman coin Find Spot Rom 
MNF13579 Route of Scole Railway Monument Pmed 
MNF15110 Scole Inn, formerly White Hart Inn Building Pmed 
MNF15286 ?Mesolithic bone point, Neolithic worked flints and Roman pottery 

sherds 
Find Spot Mes, Neo, Rom 

MNF21485 Roman silver finger ring with snakes head terminal Find Spot Rom 
MNF24354 Large quantities of Roman to post medieval objects Find Spot Rom, Sax, Med, 

Pmed 
MNF24814 Roman ditch and multi-period finds Monument Rom, Sax - Pmed 
MNF28500 High House, Norwich Road Building Pmed 
MNF29508 Pot boilers, Roman pottery, medieval pottery concentration Find Spot Rom, Med 
MNF29509 Prehistoric flint, Roman pottery sherds, medieval to post-medieval 

objects 
Find Spot Rom, Med 

MNF29510 Two Roman pottery sherds Find Spot Rom 
MNF29511 Prehistoric worked flint and potboilers, medieval pottery sherds and 

ewer spout 
Find Spot Preh, Med 

MNF30498 Worked flints, medieval to post medieval objects Find Spot Preh, Med, Pmed 
MNF30692 Flint flakes, potboilers and medieval and post medieval sherds Find Spot Preh, Med, Pmed 
MNF31212 Roman disc brooch Find Spot Rom 
MNF32845 Gable End, Beam Ends and Three Ways, Norwich Road Building Pmed 
MNF32846 Crossways Restaurant, Ipswich Road Building Pmed 
MNF33775 Street Farmhouse and barn immediately northwest, Norwich Road Building Pmed 
MNF38350 Possible Roman midden deposit at Karen Close Monument Rom 
MNF42221 Large number of Iron Age to post medieval objects Find Spot IA - Pmed 
MNF43787 Multi period finds Find Spot Mes - Pmed 
MNF44202 Fragments of monumental brasses, medieval and post-medieval 

objects 
Find Spot Med, Pmed 

MNF45888 Prehistoric and Roman site at The Rectory Monument Preh, Rom 
MNF50596 Shingle House, Norwich Road Building Pmed 
MNF50911 Willow House, Ipswich Road Building Pmed 
MNF53448 St Edmunds Lodge, Bungay Lane Building Pmed 
MNF53878 No 5 Diss Road Building Pmed 
MNF53886 Thatchet, Norwich Road Building Pmed 
MNF57411 Roman, Medieval and Post-Medieval finds from Scole. Find Spot Rom, Med, Pmed 
MNF57412 Neolithic, Roman, Medieval and Post-Medieval finds Find Spot Neo, Rom, Med, 

Pmed 
MNF58275 Scole-Dickleburgh co-axial field system Landscape IA 
MNF60127 Prehistoric, Roman and post-medieval features Monument Preh, Rom, Med 
MNF61607 Foundations of post-medieval building Monument Pmed 
MNF63648 Scole Primary School Building Pmed 
MNF65994 Late Upper Palaeolithic flint long blade Find Spot Pal 
MNF66076 Late Iron Age/Roman strap slide Find Spot LIA-Rom 

Table 1. Norfolk HER entries within search area 

 

2nd Edition while the existing footpath is depicted in all three maps as being on the 

south side of the field boundary that divided the site. This wooded boundary is still  
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shown in an aerial photo in 1976 (Ashwin & Tester 2014, 2) where the site appears to 

be in arable use. In recent years the site has fallen out of use, reverting to scrub 

grassland, bramble and young trees. 

 

The tithe map subdivision of the northern plot is not shown on the Ordnance Survey 

mapping and there is considerable change to the buildings adjacent to the north-east 

corner from that previously depicted.  The main property is labelled as the Greyhound 

Inn (now a private residence) on all three maps and appears to have had a complex of 

yard and outbuildings to its rear, some of which were surviving elements of the 

structures shown on the tithe map. Two buildings and yard, eventually reducing to a 

single building, are shown as extending west into the site.  

 
The site therefore was thought to have high potential for heritage assets of an 

archaeological nature, in particular deposits of Roman and medieval date, the 

significance of which could be affected by the proposed development. 

 

 

Figure 3. Site as shown on the 1st Edition Ordnance Survey, 1886 
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Figure 4. Site as shown on the 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey, 1904 

 

 
Figure 5. Site as shown on the 3rd Edition Ordnance Survey, 1927 
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4. Methodology 

A total of thirteen trenches, measuring 345m in total length and 1.8m wide, were 

excavated across the site by a mechanical excavator equipped with a toothless ditching 

bucket, under the supervision of an archaeologist (Figs. 6 and 7). The trenches were 

placed to provide uniform coverage, largely following the plan devised in the WSI (Cass 

2015) although minor alterations and adjustments were made on site to avoid existing 

trees and other obstacles/problems such modern contamination and trench collapse, 

and to better clarify changes in the natural slope. The trenching was broadly divided into 

two areas to avoid the public footpath and overhead powerlines. 

 

The trenches were excavated to the top of the undisturbed natural subsoil or 

archaeological levels. This involved the removal of a modern ploughsoil and underlying 

subsoil deposits. Where required the trenches were cleaned, and potential features 

investigated, by hand. This comprised of 50% of the visible extent of pits and postholes 

and 1m ditch sections.  Trench and spoilheaps were scanned and metal-detected for 

artefactual material. Environmental bulk samples were taken from features with datable 

occupation deposits.  

 

A single continuous numbering system was used to record all layers, features and other 

deposits on SACIC pro forma sheets. Trench data was entered onto separate SACIC 

pro-forma sheets and photographic, drawing and soil sample registers were maintained.  

Trench positions, excavated sections and all levels were recorded by RTK GPS. Hand 

drawn plans at a scale of 1:50, and feature or trench sections at 1:20, were recorded on 

A3 pro-forma pre-gridded permatrace sheets. Digital colour and film black and white 

photographs were taken of all stages of the fieldwork, and are included in the site 

archive. All site drawings have been scanned and are included in the digital archive.  

 

All finds and samples have been processed, quantified and assessed. All field and post-

excavation site data has been input onto MS Access databases, labelled with the HER 

event number ENF139172. 

 

An OASIS form (Appendix 5) has been completed for the project (reference no. 

suffolkc1-227248) and a digital copy of the report has been submitted for inclusion on 

the Archaeology Data Service database (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/greylit).  
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5. Results 

5.1. Introduction 

The thirteen trenches showed a wide variation in depth and soil profiles depending on 

their position within the site’s natural topography. A relatively uniform modern topsoil 

was seen across the site, typically 0.3m – 0.4m thick and thick, reflecting the site’s 

apparent usage as arable land in the 20th century. Apart from a dump of material in the 

north end of Trench 12 there was no indication of any modern disturbance below the 

level of the topsoil throughout the trenches. 

 

Trench descriptions are provided in Appendix 1. Archaeological features were identified 

in four of the thirteen trenches (Appendix 2) and are presented by period below. 

 

 

5.2. Natural topography and stratigraphy 

On the higher ground to the north and east (Trenches 01-03, 07, and northern parts of 

04, 06, 08 and 09) the topsoil was seen to directly overlie the natural geology, typically a 

dense mid orange/brown clay/silt with occasional flints and patches of chalk.  

 

As trenches descended the natural slope (04, 06, 08-12) their depth typically increased, 

with intermediate subsoil layers appearing, and thickening, between topsoil and natural 

geological surface, which generally changed to soft mid yellow/brown sands with 

occasional gravel. 

 

In the north part of the site Trenches 04 and 06 identified a sharp break in the natural 

slope, and a rapid increase in the depth of trenching, with Trench 05 then lying on the 

level ground at the base of the slope (Pl. 1). A subsoil layer, 0001/0003//0005, of clean 

and homogenous pale/mid brown/orange silty clay/sand underlaid the topsoil and 

reached up to 0.5m thick. Beneath this was 0002/0004, a deposit  predominantly seen 

in Trench 05, where it formed a 0.5m thick layer of clean and homogenous mid/dark 

grey/brown silty clay and had a very indistinct horizon with the underlying natural (Pl.2).  

 

In Trench 08, which cut at an angle across the top of the slope, a mid grey/brown clayey 

silt/sand subsoil, 0010, reached up to 0.3m thick and also infilled irregular depressions 
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in the natural geology. 

 

In the southern part of the site (Trenches 09-13) the development of a single subsoil, 

0017, was seen to be more consistent, being seen as steadily increasing to up to 1.1m 

thick in Trenches 09 and 11, and up to 1m thick in trenches 10 and 12 which lay at an 

angle across the slope. On the low area of level ground at the base of the slope in the 

south-west corner of the site layer 0017 was uniformly 0.7m thick. 0017 was a dense 

but unstable mid brown clayey sand/silt which resulted in collapsing trench sides in 

Trenches 10 and 13 and the deeper parts of Trenches 09, 11 and 12. 

 

 

5.3. Prehistoric 

Prehistoric evidence of activity in the area was sparse, consisting of stray finds of 

worked flint of Late Bronze or Iron Age date. An unstratified scraper, 0011, was 

recovered from the topsoil in Trench 04, a flint flake from ditch 0008 and a further 

scraper in ditch 0015. The latter two pieces appear to be residual deposits being found 

alongside later material. 

 

 

5.4. Medieval 

A pair of near-parallel ditches in Trench 03, 0006 and 0008, are tentatively dated to the 

medieval period based on a single sherd of pottery from the fill, 0009, of ditch 0008. Set 

3m apart and aligned east to west the ditches were of similar appearance at c.1m wide, 

although the depths varied from 0.33m (0006) to 0.7m (0008). They also had similar fills 

of mid orange/brown sandy clay with flints, 0009 also having occasional chalk flecks 

and rare flecks of charcoal and are thought likely to be contemporary. 

 

 

5.5. Post-medieval 

A 1.4m wide ditch, 0015, was identified at the southern end of Trench 03, cut by a later 

post-medieval or modern pit 0012, and in an area where the topsoil was substantially 

thicker. Aligned east to west and 0.4m deep it had a fill, 0016, of mid brown sandy clay 
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with dense frequent fragments of CBM (a sample of which was collected), chalk 

fragments, flints and occasional charcoal flecks. Other finds recovered included 

fourteen sherds of pottery, clay tobacco pipe and bottle glass. 

 

Two flint wall foundations, 0025 and 0026, were identified in Trench 01, set 8m apart on 

a near-parallel east to west alignment. In both cases only a basal course of the 0.38m 

wide flint cobble and mortar built structures survived in situ, set very slightly into the 

natural clay, and sealed by a thin modern topsoil. Lying midway between the walls was 

a raised area of apparent loose flint cobbling, 0028, lying on a shallow bed of fine 

orange gravel that in turn overlaid the natural. Sealed by only 0.2m of topsoil the 

cobbling had been heavily disturbed by ploughing and mixed into the topsoil but may 

have once formed a floor surface.  

 

 

5.6. Undated 

Three undated features were identified in Trench 08. 0020 was a small circular pit, 0.5m 

wide and 0.34m deep, with a fill, 0021, of mid/dark brown sandy clay. 

 

A fourth undated feature, 0018, was identified in Trench 09.  This was a north-east to 

south-west aligned ditch measuring 0.74m wide and 0.21m deep. Its fill, 0019, was a 

mid-orange/brown silty clay sand. 0022 was an east-west aligned ditch, 0.85m wide and 

0.33m deep, with a fill, 0023, of mid/dark brown slightly silty sand with occasional flints. 

It was re-cut on its northern side by 0024, which measured 1.1m wide and 0.38m deep 

with a slightly lighter fill, 0027, of mid brown slightly silty sand with occasional small 

flints. 
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Plate 1. Trench 03, facing south 

(1m scale) 
 

 
Plate 2. Trench 05, facing west  

(1m scale) 

 
Plate 3. Section 01, Trench 05  

(1 and 2m scales) 

 
Plate 4. Trench 13, facing north 

(1m scale) 
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Plate 5. Section 08, Trench 13, facing west 

(1m scale) 

 

 
Plate 6. Section 04,  Ditch 0008, facing east 

(1m scale) 

 
Plate 7. Wall 0025, facing north-west  

(1m scale) 

 
Plate 8. Wall 0026, facing south-east 

(1m scale) 
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6. Finds and environmental evidence 

Richenda Goffin 

6.1. Introduction 

Small quantities of prehistoric, early medieval and post-medieval finds were recovered 

from the evaluation. The material was collected from three of the trenches. Table 2 

shows the quantities of material types by context.  

 
Context Pottery CBM Clay pipe Glass 

bottle 
Worked 

flint 
Slate Shell Spotdate 

 No.     Wt/g No.   Wt/g No.      Wt/g No.    Wt/g No.       Wt/g No.     Wt/g No.  Wt/g  

0009 1 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 6 20 11th-12th C 

0011 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 27 0 0 0 0 Topsoil 

0013 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 78 1 6 P-med? 

0016 14 132 7 867 4 15 4 72 1 31 1 23 0 0 19th C 

0027 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 Undated 

Totals 15 142 7 867 4 15 4 72 3 61 2 101 12 27  

Table 2.  Finds quantities 
 
 

6.2. The Pottery 

6.2.1. Introduction and methodology 

A total of fifteen fragments of pottery with an overall weight of 142g was recovered from 

two features in Trench 3. The small assemblage dates to the early medieval and post-

medieval periods.  

 

The ceramics were quantified using the recording methods recommended in the MPRG 

Occasional Paper No 2, Minimum standards for the processing, recording, analysis and 

publication of Post-Roman ceramics (Slowikowski et al 2001).  The number of sherds 

present in each context by fabric, the estimated number of vessels represented and the 

weight of each fabric was noted.  Other characteristics such as form, decoration and 

condition were recorded, and an overall date range for the pottery in each context was 

established. The pottery catalogue has been inputted on the database (Appendix 3). 

The codes used are based mainly on broad fabric and form types identified in Eighteen 

centuries of pottery from Norwich (Jennings 1981), and additional fabric types 

established by the Suffolk Unit (S Anderson, unpublished fabric list).  
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6.2.2. Pottery by period 

Medieval  

A single body sherd from a hand-made sandy early medieval ware with sparse chalk 

and shell inclusions was present in the fill 0009 of ditch 0008 in Trench 3. It is 

unabraded and dates to the 11th-12th century.  

 

Post-medieval 

The remainder of the pottery is post-medieval, and was all recovered from a single 

feature, fill 0016 of ditch 0015 in Trench 3.  
 

Two fragments of Glazed red earthenware dating to the 16th-18th century were present, 

together with a sherd from a small strap handle made in a German stoneware fabric. It 

is likely that this sherd is a Langerwehe or Raeren stoneware, dating to the late 

medieval/early post-medieval period (14th-15th century). The shape of the handle is 

slightly looped suggesting that it may be from a costrel (Hurst, fig.92, no. 294). The 

remainder of the pottery from this fill dates to the later part of the post-medieval period, 

with industrially produced fabrics which date from the late 18th to the 20th century. 

Several fragments of a mocha-decorated annular ware jug were identified, together with 

Refined white earthenwares decorated with blue and white transfer ware scenes which 

are 19th century in date.   

 

 

6.3. Ceramic building material 

Seven fragments of ceramic building material were collected from fill 0016 of ditch 0015 

in Trench 3, weighing 867g. The assemblage has been fully catalogued by number of 

fragments, weight, and form; the information can be seen in Appendix 4. 

 

Three fragments of post-medieval pantile were identified. Two pieces have a thick black 

iron-rich glaze, whilst the third is unglazed. A fragment of nibbed rooftile was also 

present. A piece of unglazed floorbrick made in a white-firing fabric with grog inclusions 

dates to the post-medieval period. Two other sandy fragments with silty clay bands may 

be unglazed floortiles as they are too deep for roofing tiles and one of them has a 
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sunken margin around one edge. They are not substantial enough to be bricks. The 

assemblage dates to the late seventeenth century or later.  

 

 

6.4. Clay tobacco pipe 

Four fragments of ceramic tobacco pipe were found in the ditch fill 0016. In addition to 

two plain stem fragments, the remains of two bowls were identified. In both cases the 

upper part of the bowl has not survived. The pipes have been classified according to 

Oswald’s General Pipe Typology (1975) and are described as follows:  

 

One fragment has a pointed forward projecting spur with the initials ‘I’? and ‘L’ moulded 

in relief on either side, and about half of the bottom part of the bowl. It belongs to an 

OS24 pipe which has an upright bowl with pointed spur, a type which has a broad date 

range of c.1810-40 (Oswald, fig.4).   

 

The second spur is more rectangular in shape but with a flattened oval section and has 

the initial ‘T’(?) and ‘B’ in relief on either side of the spur. It is broken off so none of the 

bowl actually survives. The spur is more upright rather than forward projecting. As far as 

can be identified without the rest of the bowl, it is most similar to a type OS23 pipe bowl 

with a long spur which dates to c. 1760-1800.  

 

 

6.5. Post-medieval bottle glass 

Four fragments of dark green bottle glass were recovered from fill 0016 of ditch 0015. In 

addition to two fragments of cylindrical glass from the neck of the bottle, a substantial 

part of the bottle base is present. It has a pronounced basal kick which suggests that it 

dates to the late 18th-19th centuries (Noël-Hume, 68, fig. 12). 

 

 

6.6. Slate 

Two fragments of slate were found weighing a total of 101g. A triangular piece was 

found in fill 0016 of ditch 0015, whilst a larger slate was present in fill 0013 of pit 0012. It 
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is likely that they come from roofing slates which are post-medieval. 

 

 

6.7. Struck flint 

Michael Green 

6.7.1. Methodology 

Each piece of flint was examined and recorded in the table below. The material was 

classified by type with numbers of pieces and corticated and patinated fragments being 

recorded. The condition of the flint was noted in the discussion. 

 

6.7.2. Introduction 

A total of three struck flints was recovered during the excavation, from fills 0009, 0011 

and 0016. The flint is listed by context in the table below. 

 

 
Context No Type Patination Cortex % Number Weight (g) 
0009 Flake Heavy 0 1 3 
0011 Scraper Light 50% 1 27 
0016 Scraper Light 20% 1 31 
Total    3 61 

Table 3. Flint summarised by type 

 

The small group includes a light grey glassy flint (0009) and dark blue grey glassy flint 

(0011 and 0016). All pieces show signs of moderate antiquated edge damage. 

 

6.7.3. Discussion 

Ditch 0008 fill 0009 

A single small flake was found within this feature. It is heavily patinated, showing signs 

of moderate antiquated edge damage. It measures 40mm in length, 16mm in width and 

has a thickness of 2mm. It is most likely to have been struck using soft-hammer 

techniques creating a small fine bulb and the striking platform shows signs of 

preparation. Due to the knapping techniques this piece of flint is likely to date to the 
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Neolithic or Bronze Age periods but it is likely residual within this feature due to the 

patination and edge damage seen.  

 

Unstratified topsoil finds 0011 

A single scraper was found in the topsoil of Trench 4. The flint is 35mm in length, 45mm 

in width and has a thickness of 16mm. It was struck using a hard hammer with 

fracturing seen around most percussion strikes. Two edges are crudely retouched 

creating obtuse scraping edges. Due to the lack of patination and crude flint knapping 

techniques used this scraper is most likely to date to the Late Bronze Age or Iron Age 

periods and is similar to the scraper found within ditch 0015.   

 

Ditch 0015 fill 0016 

A single scraper was found within this feature; it is similar in form and raw material as 

the scraper found within topsoil 0011. It measures 50mm in length, 40mm in width and 

has a thickness of 19mm. It was struck using a hard hammer with fracturing seen 

around most percussion strikes and has been crudely retouched on a single edge 

creating an acute scraper. Due to the lack of patination and crude flint knapping 

techniques used, this scraper is most likely to date to the Late Bronze Age or Iron Age 

period but it is residual as it was found with later pottery dating to the post-medieval 

period. 

 

6.7.4. Conclusion 

The three pieces of struck flint found on this site are all residual in nature, with the two 

scrapers found both likely to belong to the Late Bronze Age or Iron Age periods. It is 

likely that the material found on this site was distributed into the topsoil by ploughing 

disturbing earlier features in the area as the two scrapers are very similar in raw 

material and form and are likely to be from the same knapping event. The material 

found indicates slight evidence of prehistoric activity which is most likely to have 

occurred in the Bronze Age or Iron Age periods. No further work is recommended on 

this material and it is fully catalogued and described within this report.   
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6.8. Shell 

Twelve pieces of shell weighing 27g were collected from three contexts. Fragments of 

oyster were present in fill 0009 of ditch 0008 and fill 0013 of pit 0012 (both Trench 3). A 

landsnail (helix aspersa) was also found in the ditch fill with a similar snail present in fill 

0027 of ditch 0024 in Trench 8.  

 

6.9. Plant macrofossils 

Anna West 

6.9.1. Introduction and Methods  

Two twenty litre bulk samples were recovered from fill 0009 of ditch 0008 and fill 0021 

of pit 0020. The samples were taken in order to assess the presence of plants and their 

potential to provide useful data as part of further archaeological investigations.  

 

The samples were processed using manual water flotation/washover and the flots were 

collected in a 300 micron mesh sieve. The dried flots were scanned using a binocular 

microscope at x16 magnification and the presence of any plant remains or artefacts 

were noted. Identification of plant remains is with reference to New Flora of the British 

Isles (Stace 1997). 

 

The non-floating residues were collected in a 1mm mesh and sorted when dry. Any 

artefacts/ecofacts present were retained for inclusion in the finds total. 

 

6.9.2. Results 

The majority of both flots were made up of fibrous rootlet fragments, these are 

considered to be modern and intrusive within the archaeological deposits. Terrestrial 

snail shells were also common in both flots, with amphibian bones being present in 

Sample 2, (0009).  

 

The only charred plant remains present within both samples were small quantities of 

wood charcoal which were highly commuted and were too small to be of use for species 

identification or radio carbon dating. No other plant macro fossils were identified within 
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the flot material except numerous Goosefoot (Chenopodium sp.) seeds in Sample 1 

(0021) and a single Speedwell (Veronica sp.) specimen in Sample 2 (0009). These 

were un-abraded and are likely to be a modern contaminants which are intrusive within 

the sampled deposits.  

 

6.9.3. Conclusions and recommendations for further work  

It is not recommended that any further work is carried out on the flot material from these 

samples as it would offer little extra information of value to the results of the evaluation. 

 

 

6.10. Discussion of material evidence 

The majority of the finds recovered from the evaluation were recovered from Trench 3. 

A single, unstratified flint scraper was found in the topsoil of Trench 4.  The Bronze 

Age/Iron Age flint scraper and Neolithic/Bronze Age flake found in ditches 0015 and 

0008 respectively are likely to be residual as both were retrieved from features which 

contained pottery of a much later date. 

 

In spite of the location of the evaluation, no Roman finds were identified, and the only 

evidence of medieval activity is represented by a single unabraded fragment of early 

medieval pottery found in fill 0009 of ditch 0008.  

 

With the exception of the above sherd, the remainder of the ceramic material is post-

medieval, and was recovered from fill 0016 of ditch 0015 in Trench 3. Much of the 

pottery, clay pipe and glass recovered from this feature dates to the 18th to 19th 

century, but there are also a small amount of earlier wares, including a sherd of pottery 

which dates to the 14th-15th century. 
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7. Discussion 

The evaluation trenching shows that the archaeological horizon/intact geological surface 

on the higher ground in the north-east part of the site lies at a shallow depth, 

immediately below a modern topsoil, and so has potentially been truncated to an 

unknown degree. However the absence of unstratified material indicates the general 

lack of archaeological deposits is a genuine reflection of the sites history. 

 

As the site extends downslope the development of intermediate subsoils means the 

natural geological surface is preserved intact at an increasing depth. However no 

archaeological deposits were identified on the lower slopes or valley floor, either 

beneath or cutting the subsoils. 

 

Apart from a small quantity of residual worked flint the first apparent sign of activity on 

the site is in the medieval period with the presence of the two ditches in Trench 03. This 

clearly suggests that the small valley in which the site lies is outside the area of Iron 

Age/Roman settlement and that there was no significant spread of occupation extending 

north along the Roman Road up and out of the Waveney valley at this point. 

 

Ditches 0006 and 0008 in Trench 03 are aligned reasonably well with the extant post-

medieval field boundaries and road and so could represent sub-division of the field prior 

to the late 19th century in the post-medieval and medieval periods. However with the 

suggested medieval date relying on only a single sherd of possibly intrusive pottery it is 

possible that both these features, together with the undated ditches 0018, 0022 and 

0024 which do not align to the existing field layout, could relate to earlier phases of land 

division such as the suggested Iron Age/Roman coaxial field system (MNF 58275).  

 

The material in ditch 0015 suggests it had fallen out of use by the early/mid-19th 

century and was presumably totally infilled by the time of the tithe map. Its alignment 

strongly suggests it is a post-medieval field boundary. Pit 0012, which cut the infilled 

ditch, is therefore of 19th/20th century date. 

 

The two flint wall foundations in Trench 01 lie in the broad position of the small building 

shown on the 1st to 3rd Edition Ordnance Surveys, and which seems to also be an 

extension to a larger building shown on the tithe map. The position of 0025 closely 



29 

 

matches the northern wall of the building while the remnant cobbled surface 0028 likely 

lies within it. 0026 appears to be of similar construction and likely date to 0025 but 

doesn’t appear to be part of the same building, which is shown as being only c.5m wide 

whereas 0026 lies 8m to the south and on a very slightly different alignment. There is no 

other building or structure on the historic mapping corresponding to its position which 

suggests it was a minor or short-lived structure. 

 
 

8. Conclusion 

The evaluation has identified only limited archaeological evidence for past activity in the 

site, with features primarily relating to medieval or post-medieval field systems and a 

19th century structure. There was minimal evidence for any activity prior to the medieval 

period and in particular no evidence for occupation extending north from the known Iron 

Age/Roman settlement, or for medieval roadside occupation (although trenching 

immediately adjacent to the road was limited). The site is therefore thought to be of no 

or low archaeological significance. 

 

The potential archaeological horizon, particularly across the north and eastern parts of 

the site towards the top of the natural slope is shallow, at 0.3m – 0.5m deep, and will 

likely be heavily affected by groundworks for the proposed development. On the lower 

ground to the south and west such impact may be reduced, if the archaeological horizon 

is sealed at depth by the build-up of subsoil deposits.  

 

 

 

 

  



30 

 

9. Archive deposition 

The complete physical and digital archive is held by Suffolk Archaeology at their office 

and stores in Needham Market, Suffolk. 
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Appendix 1. Trench list 
Trench Length 

(m) 
Orientation Geology Topsoil 

Depth 
Depth to 
Natural 

Description Summary 

01 31 SW-NE Mid orange/brown clay 
with scattered flints and 
patches of chalk 

0.4m-0.5m 0.4m-0.5m Broadly flat trench positioned across natural slope. 
Modern topsoil mixed with redeposited clay and 
rubble directly overlying geology. 

Two flint wall foundations 
(0025 and 0026). 
 

02 31 W-E Mid orange/brown clay/silt 
with patches of chalk 

0.3m-0.4m 0.3m-0.4m Trench positioned down line of natural slope. 
Modern topsoil directly overlying geology. 

None 

03 31 S-N Mid orange/brown clay/silt 
with patches of chalk 

0.3m-0.6m 0.3m-0.6m Broadly flat trench positioned across natural slope. 
Modern topsoil mixed with redeposited clay and 
rubble directly overlying geology. 0.3m-0.4m deep 
across majority of trench but, to south of ditch 0008 
the trench deepened into a slight hollow, still infilled 
by topsoil. 

Two ditches 0006 and 0008 
in trench centre, pit 0012 
and ditch 0015 at south 
end. 

04 35 SW-NE Mid orange/brown clay/silt 
with patches of chalk 

0.3m-0.4m 0.3m - 0.8m Main part of trench broadly flat and aligned across 
natural slope. Topsoil directly overlying geology. At 
north end the topsoil sealed a subsoil deposit, 0003, 
which was also identified in a NW-SE extension to 
the trench running down the slope, and showed 
where the natural geological slope suddenly 
steepened. 

None 

05 16 W-E Light yellow/brown dense 
mottled silt 

0.3m 1.3m Trench situated at base of natural slope and across 
valley floor. Broadly level with a uniform soil profile 
throughout of a 0.3m topsoil overlying subsoil layers 
0001 and 0002. Trench shortened in favour of an 
extension to Trench 4 to define the natural slope. 

None 

06 16 NW-SE  0.3m 0.3m-0.8m Trench aligned down natural slope. As with Trench 
4 it identified a sharp break where the slope 
steepened abruptly and an intervening subsoil layer, 
0005, developed. 

None 

07 29 SW-NE Mid orange/brown clay 
with patches of chalk 

0.3m-0.4m 0.3m-0.4m Trench positioned on level ground at top of slope. 
Broadly flat with topsoil directly overlying natural 
geology. Some plough scarring and irregular natural 
channels in filled with traces of a surviving subsoil 
0010. 

None 

08 30 WSW-ENE Mid orange/brown clay 
with patches of chalk 

0.3m 0.4m-0.6m Aligned on oblique angle across natural slope. 
Topsoil overlies a 0.1m-0.3m thick subsoil layer, 

Pit 0020 and ditches 
0022/0024 



 

Trench Length 
(m) 

Orientation Geology Topsoil 
Depth 

Depth to 
Natural 

Description Summary 

which gradually thickened to the SW and infilled 
irregular depressions in the natural. Natural 
undulates but broadly slopes down to SW, and 
changes to a clayey silt/sand with occasional flints. 

09 25 W-E Mid orange/brown clay/silt 
and chalk at E end, 
changing to mid 
yellow/brown silty/sand in 
W half 

0.2m - 
0.3m 

0.35m - 
1.4m 

Trench aligned down natural slope. At E end 0.2m 
topsoil over 0.1m of subsoil 0017. After 5m the 
subsoil gradually thickens, to 0.5m in trench centre 
and 1.1m at W end. Natural slope bottoming out in 
W end of trench. 

Ditch 0018 

10 21 SW-NE Orange/brown clay and 
chalk with occasional 
patches of pale yellow 
sand 

0.3m 0.75m-
1.25m 

Positioned towards base of natural slope and 
slightly across it. Natural geology slopes steadily 
down, from 0.75m deep at NE end to 1.25m at SW, 
although groundlevel was broadly flat. Trench 
abandoned at S end due to depth and instability of 
trench sides which were collapsing. 
Topsoil overlying subsoil 0017 throughout. 

None 

11 26 W-E Dense yellow/orange 
sands and occasional 
gravel changing to soft 
mid yellow sand with 
brown mottling at W end 

0.3m 0.3m-1.2m Trench aligned down natural slope, shortened to W 
to avoid trees. Topsoil directly over natural at east 
end, with subsoil 0017 developing after 5m and 
reaching 0.5m thick by trench centre and 0.9m at W 
end. Trench sides prone to collapse in W half. 

None 

12 29 SW-NE Mid yellow/brown 0.4m 0.8m-1m Positioned at slight angle across lower part of 
natural slope and levelling out onto valley floor. 
North-eastern 8m of trench heavily disturbed by 
modern rubbish dumping. After 10m the natural was 
first exposed at a depth of 1m, under subsoil 0017 
and a 0.4m thick topsoil. This profile broadly 
continued to SW although groundlevel dropped 
slightly whilst natural stayed level so trench became 
shallower to 0.8m. Trench sides prone to collapse. 

None 

13 25 NW-SE Mid yellow/brown soft 
sands with occasional 
gravel 

0.4m 1m Flat and level trench in valley at base of natural 
slope. Uniform trench profile of topsoil overlying 
subsoil 0017 and then natural. Both sides of trench 
prone to collapse. 

None 

 



 

Appendix 2. Context list 
Context 
Number 

Trench Feature 
Type 

Category Feature 
Number 

Group 
Number 

Description Length Width Depth Interpretation 

0001 05  Layer 0001  Subsoil layer seen in Trench 05, under topsoil. Colluvial deposit of 
pale/mid brown/orange silty clay/sand. Very clean and 
homogenous. Likely same as 0003 and 0005. 

  0.5m  

0002 05  Layer 0002  Subsoil layer seen in Trench 05, under 0001 and over natural. 
Colluvial deposit of mid/dark grey/brown silty clay. Very clean and 
homogenous, indistinct horizon with underlying natural. Likely 
same as 0004. 

  0.5m  

0003 04  Layer 0003 0001 Subsoil layer seen in Trench 04, under 0001 and developing from 
where natural slope suddenly sharpens. Same as 0001. 

    

0004 04  Layer 0004 0002 Subsoil layer seen in Trench 04, under 0001 and developing from 
where natural slope suddenly sharpens. Same as 0002. 

    

0005 06  Layer 0005 0001 Colluvial layer in Trench 6, develops from where natural slope 
suddenly sharpens. Same as 0001. 

    

0006 03 Ditch Cut 0006  Ditch aligned E-W. Well-defined steep concave sides gradually 
breaking to a broad, slightly rounded base. 

 0.98m 0.33m  

0007 03 Ditch Fill 0006  Mid orange/brown sandy clay with occasional small flints     
0008 03 Ditch Cut 0008  Ditch aligned E-W. Well-defined asymmetric profile with 

steep/vertical S edge and gentler convex N edge, concave sides 
gradually breaking to a slightly rounded base. 

 1.1m 0.7m  

0009 03 Ditch Fill 0008  Mid orange/brown sandy clay with flints, occasional chalk flecks 
and rare flecks of charcoal. Some lenses/flecks of yellow clay. 
Larger flints towards base of deposit. 

    

0010 03  Layer 0010  Subsoil layer under topsoil in Trench 08. Mid grey/brown clayey 
silt/sand which infills irregular depressions in the natural. 

    

0011 04 Unstratified Find 0011  Unstratified flint (scraper?) recovered from topsoil in Trench 04     
0012 03 Pit Cut 0012  Large circular shallow pit, partly revealed on E edge of trench. 

Situated at southern end where topsoil deepened. 
 
Clearly post-medieval/modern in date and cutting ditch 0015, 
investigated by a small sondage. Gently sloping edges where 
seen 

 2.5m 0.35m  



 

Context 
Number 

Trench Feature 
Type 

Category Feature 
Number 

Group 
Number 

Description Length Width Depth Interpretation 

0013 03 Pit Fill 0012  Upper fill of pit 0012. Dark grey/brown loamy sandy silt clay with 
occasional flints, chalk and charcoal flecks, clay lumps and 
crumbs of CBM 

    

0014 03 Pit Fill 0012  Lower fill of pit 0012. Mainly chalk fragments/rubble with 
occasional small fragments/crumbs of CBM. Very compact. 

    

0015 03 Ditch Cut 0015  E-W aligned ditch, truncated by pit 0012 in deeper part of Trench 
03. Thought to be a 19th century feature, investigated in small 
sondage to see relationship with 0012. Fairly steep slightly 
concave sides to a fairly flat base. 

 1.4m 0.4m  

0016 03 Ditch Fill 0015  Rubble fill of ditch 0015. Mid brown sandy clay with frequent 
fragments of CBM (sample collected), chalk fragments, flints and 
occasional charcoal flecks. 

    

0017 09  Layer 0017  Subsoil layer first seen in Trench 09 and then in Trenches 10-13. 
Dense mid brown clayey sand/silt underlying topsoil. Usually non-
existent or thin, c.0.1m, in ends of trenches higher up natural 
slope but gradually increases to up to 0.9m thick at base of 
slope/across valley floor. 

  0.1m - 
0.9m 

 

0018 09 Ditch Cut 0018  NE-SW aligned ditch with straights sides and open 'U' shaped 
profile. 

 0.74 0.21  

0019 09 Ditch Fill 0018  Mid orange/brown silty clay sand with frequent darker loam 
mottling from root disturbance, occasional flints. 

  0.21  

0020 08 Pit Cut 0020  Circular pit with irregular profile. Steep concave NW edge to 
narrow flat base with SE edge having a concave upper slope 
before dropping vertically to base. 

 0.5m 0.34m  

0021 08 Pit Fill 0020  Mid/dark brown sandy clay with occasional flints and rare flecks of 
chalk. 

    

0022 08 Ditch Cut 0022  E-W aligned ditch truncated along N edge by ditch 0024. Straight 
sided with gradual sloping convex side and slightly rounded base. 

 0.85m 0.33m  

0023 08 Ditch Fill 0022  Mid/dark brown slightly silty sand with occasional flints. Slightly 
darker than 0027. 

    

0024 08 Ditch Cut 0024  E-W aligned re-cut of ditch 0022. Steep concave side with gradual 
break to a slightly rounded base. 

 1.1m 0.38m  

0025 01 Wall  0025  Flint wall foundation, northern of two seen in Trench 01. Aligned 
E-W across trench and probably relates to a building shown on 1st 
Ed OS. Adjacent to a large pile of modern rubble/concrete. 
 

 0.38m 0.1m  



 

Context 
Number 

Trench Feature 
Type 

Category Feature 
Number 

Group 
Number 

Description Length Width Depth Interpretation 

Survives to height of 0.1m, sealed by and within 0.3m of topsoil. 
Mainly consists of rounded flints (10-15cm dia) set in a cream 
mortar. Each wall face consist of neat row of flints, with rougher 
central infilling. Set in proper courses, the basal of which survives 
resting upon the natural clay. Clay slightly higher on S side, with 
wall built up against it. 

0026 01 Wall  0026  Flint wall foundation, southern of two seen in Trench 01. Aligned 
E-W across trench and probably relates to a building shown on 1st 
Ed OS. Adjacent to a large pile of modern rubble/concrete. 
 
Survives to height of 0.1m, sealed by and within 0.3m of topsoil. 
Slightly different structure to 0025 with similar rows of rounded 
cobbles forming wall faces, but also frequent pieces of brick and 
tile, set in a cream mortar. Again set in proper courses with two 
surviving on E side, the basal course was set into the natural clay. 

 0.38m   

0027 08 Ditch Fill 0024  Mid brown slightly silty sand with occasional small flints     
0028 01 Floor Layer 0028  In centre of trench, between the two wall foundations, a raised 

area may be due to a rough floor surface, with three unmortared 
rows of bricks and a spread of loose flint cobbles all situated on a 
bed of fine orange gravel which sat 0.1m above the level of the 
natural. All sealed by just 0.2m of modern deposits. 

    





 

Appendix 3. Pottery catalogue 
Context Ceramic 

period 
Fabric Form Decoration No of 

sherds 
Weight ENV Abrasion Sooting Comments Fabric spotdate Overall spotdate 

0009 MED EMSC BODY  1 10 1  S Unabraded, slight sooting 11th-12th C 11th-12th C 
0016 PMED GRE BODY  2 12 1    16th-18th C  
0016 PMED LANG? 

GSW2 
COST?  1 18 1   Small loop like, strap handle. 

Sim to Raeren 
14th-15th C  

0016 PMED MOCH JUG Mocha 
FROND 

1 38 1   Annular deco in blue and dark 
brown w brown frond 

1780-1900  

0016 PMED MOCH JUG? Mocha 
FROND 

3 38 1   Cd be pt of jug, but diff colour - 
beige 

1780-1900  

0016 PMED REFW BODY BW TPW 4 14 1   Blue & white, figurative, slightly 
oriental 

L18th-20th C L18th-20th C 

0016 PMED REFW DISH BW TPW 3 11 1   Base + 2 rim sds. Landscape L18th-20th C  

 

 

Appendix 4. Ceramic building material catalogue 
Context Period Fabric Form Frag No Wt (g) Description Dating 

0016 PMED csf PAN 2 259 Curved tile w black iron-rich glaze 17th-19th C 
0016 PMED msc PAN 1 74 Curved 17th-19th C 
0016 PMED msc NIB 1 79  P-med 
0016 PMED wsg FLOR 1 247 Height 42mm max P-med 
0016 PMED wsgc FLOR? 2 202 Ht 18mm. Poss ungld floortile. I has sunken margin P-med 

 

  



 

  



 

Appendix 5. OASIS form 
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