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Summary 
 

A Rapid Identification Survey for heritage assets in advance of a proposed program of 

heath re-creation and restoration at Barnham Cross Common SSSI and Elm Road Field 

SSSI, Thetford has identified a series of features of local significance. 

 

Earthwork banks were seen to mark the west, south and northern sides of the Common, 

often underneath or in association with mature rows of pine trees. All of these features, 

correspond to the established boundaries of the Common and adjacent fields which are 

consistently shown with minimal alteration on historic mapping since the late 20th 

century. Structural evidence was limited to a boundary wall of probable post-medieval 

date on the east edge of the Common. The survey also confirmed that the previously 

known bank MNF61326 has an eastern terminus within the Common but demonstrated 

that it continued west beyond its already plotted extent to the western boundary and 

then beyond as an arable field boundary.  All of these banks and boundaries represent 

elements of the post-medieval historic landscape and have potential for earlier origins. 

They can be considered as being of local significance. 

 

A large part of the Common has seen extensive quarrying, most likely during the 20th 

century where it could be associated with surrounding military activity. Other scattered 

and isolated pits were identified and can be added to previously noted examples. The 

quarrying however also has potential to have elements of an earlier date and should be 

considered as being of local significance. 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1. Project Background 
This Archaeological Rapid Identification Survey has been prepared by Suffolk 

Archaeology CIC (SACIC) for Plantlife, in advance of a proposed program of heath re-

creation and restoration at Barnham Cross Common and Elm Road Field, Thetford. 

 

The restoration project will include works such as scrub clearance, tree felling, soil 

inversion, turf stripping and rotovation, and any ground disturbance caused by such 

works is thought to have the potential to disturb both known and unknown heritage 

assets of historic or archaeological interest. In accordance with guidance issued by 

Natural England (2008) David Robertson of Norfolk County Council Historic 

Environment Service (NHES), the archaeological advisor to the local planning authority, 

issued a Brief for a rapid identification survey to determine the extent, date and 

significance of surviving visible heritage assets (including archaeological earthworks) 

upon the site (Appendix 6). The survey is intended to allow NHES to assess the extent 

to which such assets could be impacted upon by the proposed heath re-creation and 

restoration works, and to provide advice on the future management of any heritage 

assets discovered. 

 

 
1.2. Site description 
The designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest of Barnham Cross Common and Elm 

Road Field lie on the southern edge of modern Thetford. Barnham Cross Common, an 

area of c.69ha, is bisected by the A134 Bury Road (Fig. 1) and extends west from the 

Little Ouse River.  

 

The common is bordered to the south-east and east by the Little Ouse River, the 

Nunnery Lakes and a Pumping Station, to the north-east and north by modern housing 

estates and playing field, to the west by arable fields and to the south by further wood 

and heathland and RAF Barnham. 

 

The Common consists of a mix of open heath or grassland with scattered deciduous and 

coniferous woodland consisting of a variety of copses, tree belts or individual trees, often 

associated with dense gorse, which has developed during the late 20th century. A small 
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area of low-lying river floodplain meadow/marsh lies in the far south-east corner. Elm 

Road Field, an area of 5ha lying immediately to the west of Barnham Cross Common, 

consists of open grassland and coniferous woodland. 

 

 
1.3. Topography and geology 
The two sites lie at a height of c.13m to 25m above Ordnance Datum. The topography 

is usually fairly flat with gentle undulations but overall descends gradually east to the 

Little Ouse River. The slope is most pronounced on the c.15m-17m contour line where 

an intermittent and highly irregular section of steeper slope/escarpment is apparent, 

particularly along the west edge of Bury Road and then across the centre of the eastern 

part of the Common before fading away to the north. 

 

The site geology consists of chalk bedrock. Superficial deposits are not recorded across 

the bulk of the site although sand and gravel River Terrace Deposits (undifferentiated) 

lie along the eastern border of Barnham Cross Common (British Geological Survey 

website). 

 

 

2. Methodology 
 

2.1. Preparation 
In order to set the two sites in their archaeological context and inform the survey 

fieldwork a Study Area extending for 200m from the site boundaries was selected for 

examination (Figs. 2-3). A search of both the Norfolk and Suffolk Historic Environment 

Records for the Study Area was then made. Transcribed results from the National 

Mapping Programme analysis of aerial photography were also obtained from the Norfolk 

HER. The results of the searches are described and mapped in section 3 below. 

 

Historic Ordnance Survey mapping at a scale of 1:10,000 and 1:10,560, dating to the 

19th and 20th century, was also obtained prior to the survey and is included in Appendix 

4). A visit to the Norfolk Record Office was also made but this simply confirmed that the 

digitised enclosure and tithe mapping available on the Norfolk Historic maps website 

(http://historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk) is complete and that there is no such mapping for 

http://historic-maps.norfolk.gov.uk/
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Barnham Cross Common, and only a tithe map for the Elm Road Field site area. 

 

An Event Number for the survey, ENF138180, was obtained from the Norfolk HER 

Officer. 

 

 

2.2. Fieldwork 
The survey was carried out in two stages, on 19/06/2015 and 15/01/2016. It covered a 

total area of c.60ha, as shown in Figure 4, excluding those parts of Barnham Cross 

Common previously surveyed by the Norfolk Monuments Management Project in 2011. 

The first visit surveyed much of the western and southern parts of the site but was 

abandoned in some areas, particularly to the north-east, due to summer vegetation 

growth and tree cover. The second visit, which occurred when vegetation was likely at a 

yearly low and conditions improved, briefly resurveyed areas seen in the previous visit 

before covering the remainder of the site. 

 

The survey was carried out through the walking of the site perimeter and of transects at 

c.50m intervals across each site. The intervals were at times heavily modified or 

reduced due to areas of denser woodland or impenetrable gorse and scrub. 

 

Visible heritage assets or features of interest were noted and plotted using an RTK 

GPS. In ideal conditions the accuracy of plotting is to 0.05m but due to frequent 

extensive tree cover affecting GPS signal in many locations the general accuracy 

ranged from 1m-2m.  

 

A record sheet for each feature or asset was completed, including details of its location, 

size and extent, likely date and significance, and state of survival. Identified heritage 

assets have been plotted in a georeferenced vector plan, compatible with MapInfo and 

Autocad software, which is held in the digital project archive. 

 

An OASIS form (Appendix 5) has been completed for the project (Reference No. 

suffolka1-214937) and a digital copy of the report has been submitted for inclusion on 

the Archaeology Data Service database (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/greylit). 

 

The site archive will be submitted to the Norfolk Museums Service.  
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Figure 1. Location map 

N 

Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. 
Licence Number: 100019980 
 

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright  
Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. 
Licence Number: 100019980 
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3. Archaeological and historical background 
 

3.1. HER search 
The results of the HER searches were provided by Heather Hamilton (NHES) and 

James Rolfe of the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service (SCCAS). The 

Norfolk search identified a total of 47 records within the Study Area, the Suffolk search 

three monuments and one event (Fig. 2). Abbreviated summary descriptions of each 

record are provided in Appendices 1 & 2, with the full results being held in the digital 

archive. 

 

It should be noted that the HER’s only represent the archaeological material that has 

been reported, this is the ‘known’ resource. It is not therefore, a complete reflection of 

the whole archaeological resource of this area because other sites may remain 

undiscovered; this is considered as the ‘potential’ resource. 

 

HER entries within the site 
The Common itself contains several HER entries, beginning with a broad note of 

various objects being found prior to the mid-20th century (MNF5797) which include at 

least one Palaeolithic handaxe, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Beaker period flint implements, 

Roman pottery and a Late Saxon or medieval iron spearhead. Other more specific 

findspots consist of eleven Roman coins (MNF28661) and a late Saxon Key 

(MNF38661) in the western part of the Common, prehistoric potboilers and Iron Age 

pottery in a sand pit near the eastern edge (MNF5794) and undated human burials 

(MNF5918) in the far north which may have originated form a nearby church.  

 

The medieval stone Barnham Cross (MNF5945) is situated near the southern boundary 

of the Common and a WW2 pillbox is noted on aerial photography to the east of Bury 

Road (MNF61313). An extensive World War One training camp and rifle range 

(MNF61383) which predominantly lies to the east of the Common also encompasses 

much of the Elm Road Field SSSI. 

 

Irregular undated earthworks, including at least one pit, have previously been noted in 

the western part of the Common (MNF63609), together with two undated quarry pits to 

the south and south-west (MNF66388 and MNF66389). A substantial linear bank 
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(MNF61326) has been noted on aerial photography crossing the western part of the 

common from east to west.  

 

A previous watching brief of works along the western side of Bury Road through the 

centre of the Common did not identify any archaeological features or earthworks 

(MNF58237) and the Suffolk HER entry for a desk-based assessment of the Barnham 

Cross to Little Whelnetham Reservoir pipeline simply shows its route alongside Bury 

Road and then across the Common to the Pumping Station. 

 

HER entries in wider Study Area 
The probable course of the Icknield Way (MNF1398), noted in small sections to north 

and west of the site, likely passed by the Common to the north-west. 

 

There is a broad scatter of findspots throughout the Study Area, including prehistoric pot 

boilers (MNF20429), worked flint (MNF41573) and a Bronze Age beaker (MSF7052) to 

the south, Iron Age pottery (MNF66437) and metal detected finds of various periods to 

the east (MNF15281, MNF17396, MNF17397, MNF28728, MNF65677 and MNF29443), 

a medieval penny (MNF16473), Late Saxon coin (MNF15905) and post-medieval 

coinweight (MNF47345) to the west, and a Roman coin (MNF17970) to the north-west. 

 

The Common lies to the south of the historic town of Thetford, as shown by the series of 

HER entries adjacent to its north end relating to the late Saxon, medieval and post-

medieval town (MNF1092, MNF5758, MNF5759, MNF5760, MNF5892, MNF33774, 

MNF5929, MNF50546, MNF51423, MNF51424 and MNF57429). 

 

Earthwork boundary banks at the south-west edge of the Common are thought to relate 

to the medieval county boundary and Thetford Warren (MSF14288 and MNF42904). 

Cropmarks of a possible linear ditch and bank are noted to the east (MNF61319) and 

may represent post-medieval drainage while an updated ring ditch cropmark is noted to 

the south-west (MNF5938).   

 

There are numerous records relating to 20th century military activity adjacent to the 

Common noted from aerial photography, including possible WW2 underground storage 

chambers (MNF61317) to the north-east, possible World War Two practice trenches to 

the north (MNF61312 and MNF61315), and Barnham Camp to the south (MSF17763).  
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There have been a few limited programs of previous archaeological work in the Study 

Area but a watching brief to the north (MNF63880) did not locate any archaeological 

deposits such as the late Saxon defensive ditch thought to be in the area. Another 

monitoring exercise to the west was similarly blank (MNF58102). Previous rapid 

earthwork survey by the author to the west of Elm Road Field did not identify any 

archaeological earthworks or features (MNF54804). 

 

 

3.2. Historic Land Characterisation 
The majority of the common is covered by the Suffolk Historic Landscape 

Characterisation map (Appendix 3, extract supplied by James Rolfe) where it is 

classified as: 
 

Sub-type 8.1, Unimproved land – heath or rough pasture. Areas of natural or semi-natural vegetation 

(particularly grass and heather) on dry, acidic soils. Historically too dry and impoverished for arable 

cultivation, they were managed mainly as areas of sheep pasture (often called ‘sheep walks’). Under the 

foldcourse system, sheep were put to graze on the heaths during the day and folded (enclosed within 

temporary hurdle fences) overnight on the arable land to enrich it with their dung. Some areas of 

heathland have experienced intermittent arable cultivation (termed ‘brecks’ in Breckland and sometimes 

as ‘ol(d)land’ elsewhere). Where there has been minimal cultivation there are often earthworks of 

archaeological interest, such as prehistoric burial mounds. Lack of grazing in the 20th century has 

resulted in the growth of scrub and bracken on many heaths. 

 

 

3.3. Historic mapping 
The earliest map seen for the area, the 1847 tithe map for Thetford St Mary (Norfolk 

Record Office catalogue ref: DN/TA 964) is available on the Norfolk Historic maps 

website and covers the Elm Field Road SSSI and other farmland to the west of the 

Common proper. The lack of tithe and enclosure mapping for the Common is 

unsurprising due to the site’s historic land-use as common land which was never 

enclosed or assessed for tithes 

 

On the tithe map the Elm Road Field site lies across the southern part of three fields, 

labelled 28, 40 and 43. The accompanying tithe apportionment held at the Norfolk 

record Office states these were all in arable use. Further arable land lay to north and 

south while to east and west the site was bordered by linear belts of trees. 
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Ordnance Survey mapping drawn in the late 19th and early 20th centuries (Appendix 4) 

shows the later history of the Common. In 1882 Barnham Cross Common is uniformly 

shown as heathland to both east and west of the road, the one notable feature being a 

small pond in the eastern part. The Navarino Belt marks the western edge of the 

Common, beyond which lies the same layout of arable land as seen in the earlier tithe 

map, with fields being separated by tree-lined boundaries.  There is no indication of a 

bank or boundary to match the HER record MNF61326 across the western part of 

Barnham Cross Common. 

 

By 1926 a trackway is shown heading south from Bury Road across the eastern part of 

Barnham Cross Common to an area of quarrying. In 1950, although two lines of electric 

poles are also shown in the eastern half, there is no indication of the MNF61313 pillbox 

or any other military activity that may have occurred during WW2. Between 1959 and 

1972 the town of Thetford significantly expands to the northern edges of the Common, 

part of which is converted to a playing field, and the Pumping Station is built to the east. 

Additional trackways across the Common are now shown but the pond and area of 

quarrying have disappeared. It should be noted however that the style of the Ordnance 

Survey mapping (including scale) changes from 1959 to 1972 and may account for 

some of these differences.  

 

Since 1972 there has been little/no change to the Common itself, apart from the addition 

of minor paths on the 2002 edition. The only recent significant changes on the edges of 

the Common are the creation of the housing estate to the north-east between 1971 and 

1981 and the construction of a school to the north of the Elm Road Field SSSI from 

1981. 

 

 

3.4. Aerial photography 
Two sets of identical GIS data (dated 2004 and 2007) from the National Mapping 

Programme, where provided as part of the HER search (Fig. 3). This English Heritage 

initiative, which aims to identify and map all archaeological sites visible on aerial 

photography, highlights several features both within and around the Common. These all 

correlate with HER entries but adds some detail to specific entries, namely the position 

of ditch and bank at MNF61319 and the WW2 storage chambers at MNF61317.   
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Pillbox  MNF61313 54543 

World War One training camp and rifle ranges  MNF61383 54560 

Linear bank  MNF61326 54548 

Linear ditch and bank  MNF61319 54546 

World War Two practice trenches  MNF61315 54544 

World War Two practice trenches to the north  MNF61312 54542 

World War Two underground storage chambers  MNF61317 54545 
 

An aerial photograph from 1946 available on the Norfolk Historic Maps website covers 

all but the south-west corner of the site. Although the quality of the image is variable it is 

evident that the three fields of the Elm Field Road SSS were still in arable use and that 

the bulk of the Common was open heath with very little tree cover. Occasional small 

white areas appear to be evidence of quarrying/ground disturbance. The bank 

MNF61326 is clearly visible with an apparent eastern terminus near the centre of the 

Common. 

 

A later photo of 1988 shows steadily increasing tree and scrub groundcover although, 

particularly in the north-east part, this is still considerably less than that of the present 

day. A network of footpaths is also visible but there is little evidence of disturbance such 

as quarrying. A series of circles to the south are believed to be the result of tethered 

animal grazing, a practice which was observed during the first summer site visit when a 

dozen or so horses were being kept on the Common by a local resident. 
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

 
Figure 2. HER sites within 200m of the survey area boundary 
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

 
Figure 3. National mapping programme data within the Study Area 
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4. Survey results 

4.1. Introduction 
The Elm Road Field SSSI consisted of two fields covered in meadow grassland in the 

centre and west, on a slight south-facing slope with a small belt of scrub and tress to the 

south. The eastern third was covered in mature pine woodland. Visibility for survey 

across all areas was moderate to excellent. 

 

Survey of the western part of Barnham Cross Common SSSI excluded the open 

grassland areas previously surveyed by the Norfolk Monuments Management Project in 

2011, as shown in the Brief (Appendix 6). Apart from an open ride, c.20-30m in width 

along the northern half of the western boundary, the surveyed areas consisted of mixed 

deciduous woodland and, particularly to north-east and east, dense areas of bushes 

and scrub. Visibility for survey across these areas therefore varied from poor to 

moderate/good. 

 

Survey of the eastern part of Barnham Cross Common SSSI was carried out in full. The 

southern third consisted of open grass and heathland, interspersed with scattered trees, 

and an area of low floodplain grassland/marsh in the south-east corner adjacent to the 

river. Visibility for survey across these areas was good to excellent.  

 

The central part of the eastern Common was generally covered in a mix of woodland 

and dense gorse and scrub, interspersed by occasional areas of open grassland. 

Access for survey was often hampered and visibility for survey was generally poor to 

moderate. In the far northern part of the eastern Common, and along the north-eastern 

and north-western sides, the site was covered in low grassland and visibility for survey 

was good. 

 

The results of the survey are shown in Figures 4 and 5.  
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 4. Survey results (north half) 
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 5. Survey results (south half)  
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4.2. Identified earthworks or historic features 
01: Bank & pine tree row 

Description: Relict boundary of pine trees atop a slight bank, aligned north to south, 

sub-dividing current grassland meadow. Bank measures c.0.2m high and 10-12m wide, 

gradually fades out to south although the tree row connects to an east-west aligned row 

(02). Bank and trees also continue north through grassed area to edge of housing 

estate. 

Interpretation: This boundary is shown on the tithe map and the 1st Edition Ordnance 

Survey as a tree-lined boundary dividing arable fields. Subsequent mapping shows 

these fields surviving in full to at least 1959, following which they are partially 

encroached upon by the Elm Road estate and presumably revert to meadow grassland. 

The slight broad nature of the bank suggests it may be an accidental feature created by 

an absence of agricultural truncation along the boundary rather than of deliberate 

construction. 

 

02: Pine tree row 

Description: Relict pine row, set in broader belt of scrub which has developed to south 

of the open meadow fields of the SSSI. It consists of a reasonably continuous line of 

trees, apart from an intermittent section extending west from 01. No sign of an 

underlying bank. 

Interpretation: As with 01 this row corresponds to the tree-lined boundary shown on 

the tithe map and 1st Edition Ordnance Survey. 

 

03: Bank & pine tree row 

Description: Relict boundary of pine trees atop a bank, aligned north to south. Broadly 

along western edge of woodland compartment (formerly a field in the late 19th century) 

although trees are now spreading west beyond it. Bank has a sharper definition than 01, 

being 4-5m wide and 0.3m high.  

Interpretation: As with 01 and 02 the trees and bank correspond to a field boundary 

depicted on the tithe map and 1st Edition Ordnance Survey. 
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04: Structure? 

Description: Remnants of some type of structure? Consists of a shallow rectangular 

pit, c.18m long and 1.8m wide, with a c.2m wide, 0.5m high bank along its northern 

side. The southern edge of the pit is lined/marked by a part buried concrete footing or 

kerb. 

Interpretation: Date and function of this feature is unclear. The historic mapping does 

not indicate any structure at the location although it would seem most likely to be of 20th 

century date. Possibly similar to the ‘tank’ which is marked on mapping from 1926 in the 

field to the south, or related to the adjacent development of housing and school or the 

known military activity in the area.  

 

05: Pit 

Description: Small circular pit, c.5m in diameter and 0.8m deep, with a distinct uniform 

cut. Situated within area of woodland.  

Interpretation: Small quarry pit? Likely to be relatively modern. 

 

06: Bank 

Description: Linear bank, aligned east to west, same feature as MNF61326. Clearly 

visible through woodland area and out into open ride on west side of Common. A small 

part of the bank is then lost where it is crossed by the modern footpath/trackway before 

it reappears and continues westwards beyond the site as a field boundary topped by a 

pine row. Through the open parts at the centre of the Common the bank has previously 

been recorded as MNF61326. To the east, where it re-enters woodland, it could not be 

traced further. This may be a genuine terminus, although visibility was poor, as it 

appears as such on the 1946 aerial photograph. It is possible however that the course 

of the bank has been lost to the widespread quarrying to the east and is simply hard to 

identify in the increasingly irregular natural topography in the vicinity of the steeper 

slope at the 15m-17m contour. 

Interpretation: Continuation of the bank previously noted in Norfolk HER as 

MNF61326. Not marked on any of the historic mapping although the field boundary to 

the west is clearly present on the tithe map. Bank is therefore presumed to at least pre-

date the mid-19th century and is of probable post-medieval or medieval date. 
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07: Pit 

Description: Irregular pit, c.10m in diameter and 1m deep, situated within area of 

woodland.  

Interpretation: Quarry pit? Date unknown. 

 

08: Bank 

Description: Narrow pronounced bank, topped by a pine row, lying between track and 

modern fenceline on south edge of Common. Measures c.4m wide and 0.5m high and 

aligned east to west. 

Interpretation: This bank and fence marks the county boundary with Suffolk and is 

recorded in the Suffolk HER as MNF14288, where it is also noted as the probable 

medieval boundary of Thetford warren.  

 

09: Bank 

Description: Linear bank, aligned north to south, within the Navarino Belt. Outside of 

the survey area but noted as being alongside the track down the west side of the 

Common. 

Interpretation: The bank and Navarino Belt mark the western edge of the Common, the 

boundary clearly being well-established on the 1847 tithe map. Bank is therefore of 

probable post-medieval or medieval date.  

 

10: Pit 

Description: Small circular pit, c.5m in diameter and 0.8m deep, situated within area of 

scrub and bushes on north edge of Common.  

Interpretation: Small quarry pit? Likely to be relatively modern. 

 

11: Pit 

Description: Irregular pit measuring c.10m by 5m and 0.5m deep. Situated in dense 

woodland, adjacent to pit 12. Broadly atop the steeper part of the natural slope where 

topography is variable – may be part of a broader spread of light quarrying.  
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Interpretation: Undated quarry pit although, together with 12, it closely corresponds to 

a disturbed area on the 1946 aerial photograph. 

 

12: Pit 

Description: Irregular pit measuring c.20m by 10m and 0.5m deep. Situated in dense 

woodland, adjacent to pit 11. Broadly atop the steeper part of the natural slope where 

topography is variable – may be part of a broader spread of light quarrying. 

Interpretation: Undated quarry pit although, together with 11, it closely corresponds to 

a disturbed area on the 1946 aerial photograph. 

 

13: Ditch? 

Description: Possible short length of ditch or sunken trackway but may in fact be a 

natural feature in general area of irregular topography along crest of steeper 

slope/escarpment along the 15-17m contour. Visible for c.30m and measures c.6m wide 

and 0.5m deep. 

Interpretation: Possible undated ditch or trackway. 

 

14: Bank 

Description: Broad bank along west side of river and rising above low-lying area of 

floodplain in the south-east corner of the Common. Measures c.15-20m wide and 0.5m 

high. 

Interpretation: Undated feature but thought to be man-made. May be a result of 

deposition of material from river dredging etc rather than a deliberate earthwork? Visible 

on 1946 aerial photograph along the length of river boundary. 

 

15: Pit 

Description: Broadly circular pit, immediately adjacent and partially connected to pit 16. 

Measures c.15m wide and 0.8m deep. Possibly set within wider area of shallow 

truncation/quarrying – a steeped edge c.0.3m high is visible in a curving line to the 

north. 
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Interpretation: Undated quarry pit. Disturbance in the immediate area is shown on the 

1946 aerial photograph, particularly adjacent to the river, although nothing directly 

corresponds to pits 15 and 16.  

 

16: Pit 

Description: Broadly circular pit, immediately adjacent and partially connected to pit 15. 

Measures c.15m wide and 0.8m deep. Possibly set within wider area of shallow 

truncation/quarrying – a steeped edge c.0.3m high is visible in a curving line to the 

north. 

Interpretation: Undated quarry pit. Disturbance in the immediate area is shown on the 

1946 aerial photograph, particularly adjacent to the river, although nothing directly 

corresponds to pits 15 and 16. 

 

17: Bank 

Description: Irregular linear bank along eastern edge of the Common, topped by pine 

trees and often obscured by dense brush/vegetation. Lies within the modern boundary 

fence and to the east of the modern footpath. To the south it starts as an east-west 

aligned boundary extending west from the river but is here quite faint being c.2m wide 

and 0.3m high. It then distinctively corners and heads north as far as the Pumping 

Station. Its size and state varies slightly along its course but is generally c.4m wide and 

0.4m high.  

Interpretation: Bank is likely of post-medieval or earlier date, the boundary being 

clearly shown on historic mapping. In 1882 the boundary is shown as tree-lined in its 

northern part and is marked by a double line, perhaps indicating the bank itself or a 

drainage ditch connecting to the river. Subsequent mapping shows a line of trees along 

its full length. 

 

18: Extensive quarrying 

Description: Substantial area of apparent quarrying or general irregular disturbance 

across the north-east part of the Common, likely mixed with elements of natural 

topography such as the east facing irregular slope/escarpment that broadly follows the 

c.17m to 15m contour across the site from south-west to north-east.  
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The quarrying area generally corresponds to the modern spread of extensive scrub, 

gorse and woodland groundcover although parts, albeit smoothed out to an extent, are 

still apparent in open grass areas to east and north. A detailed survey of the extensive 

earthworks lies outside the scope of this project but, due to the extensive groundcover, 

would currently be difficult to achieve in any case. 

Interpretation: The quarrying/disturbance likely relates, at least in part, to the extensive 

military activity in the area during the 20th century but could have earlier origins. The 

1946 aerial photograph shows a scatter of discrete areas of disturbance and the area 

includes the quarrying shown on maps from 1926 to 1959 on the east edge of the 

Common, which itself correlates with the HER entry MNF5918 for a sand pit findspot of 

prehistoric potboilers and Iron Age pottery. 

 

19: Wall 

Description: Fragmentary length of wall, built of flint, chalk clunch and brick, seen for 

c.15m on edge of Common against the boundary with the adjacent Pumping Station. 

One small section survives in open ground to a height of 0.6m with the remainder 

averaging 0.2m-0.3m.  The wall extends at least 10m south into an area of dense 

bushes so could not be observed in full.  

The wall is set within the Common, c.2m from the modern fenced boundary of the 

Pumping Station. It is largely atop, or built into, a sharp rise in groundlevel from the 

Common to the artificial plateau of the Pumping Station.  

Interpretation: This boundary is very clearly shown as a straight line on the 1st 

Ordnance Survey map of 1882 and all later maps. By 1926 the adjacent field to the east 

is divided by a trackway and the boundary shown as a double line so it seems possible 

that this could have been a walled boundary. The aerial photograph of 1946 also 

appears to show the presence of a wall or fenceline, with a sharp white line being most 

apparent alongside the area of the future Pumping Station. It seems likely therefore that 

the wall is of 19th century date or earlier. 
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Plate 1. Wall 19, facing east 

 
4.3. Other observations 
No visible trace survives of the former WW2 pillbox MNF61313 which was situated in an 

area of open grassland alongside Bury Road in the north-east part of the Common. 

The small pond shown on the maps from 1882 to 1959 is no longer extant although it 

broadly correlates to a relatively low-lying area of the Common.  
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5. Conclusion 
 

The Rapid Identification Survey for heritage assets in advance of a proposed program 

of heath re-creation and restoration at Barnham Cross Common and Elm Road Field, 

Thetford has identified a series of features 

 

Earthwork banks were seen to mark the west, south and northern sides of the Common 

(01, 03, 08, 09 and 17), often underneath or in association with mature rows of pine 

trees. All of these features, and pine row 02, correspond to the established boundaries 

of the Common and adjacent fields which are consistently shown with minimal alteration 

on historic mapping since the late 20th century. Structural evidence is limited to a 

boundary wall of probable post-medieval date (19) on the east edge of the Common. 

 

Of particular note is bank 06 which crosses the western part of the Common. Already 

recorded in the Norfolk HER the survey has confirmed that the bank extends west first 

to Navarino Belt and then onwards as a field boundary. To the east the survey has also 

confirmed that its previously plotted terminus is accurate. The field boundary itself is 

shown on the tithe map and so the bank is presumed to at least predate the mid-19th 

century. 

 

All of these banks and boundaries represent elements of the post-medieval historic 

landscape and have potential for earlier origins. They can be considered as being of 

local significance. 

 

A large part of the Common (18) has seen extensive quarrying, most likely during the 

20th century where it could be associated with surrounding military activity. Features 05, 

07, 10, 11, 12, 15 and 16 are other examples of dispersed diggings, which can be 

added to the already noted pits MNF66388 and MNF66389. The quarrying also has 

potential to have elements of an earlier date and should be considered as being of local 

significance. 
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Appendix 1.  Norfolk HER search summary 

HER No. Site name Type Summary Period 
MNF1092 Late Saxon defensive ditch and 

settlement and post medieval 
features, St Barnabas' Hospital, 
Bury Road 

Monument Excavations in 1977 between the site of St Barnabas’ hospital (NHER 51822) and the 
isolation hospital recorded two parallel east west ditches dated to the 10th century and 
believed to be the southern portion of the Late Saxon defensive ditch. These ditches 
appear to have gone out of use and were in-filled by the 11th century, when the area was 
used for industrial activities including iron, bone, and horn working. Several ditches and 
pits dating to this period were recorded during the excavations. A single inhumation 
located to the south of the defensive ditch was found to pre-date the 11th century 
industrial activity. This burial remains undated but may be contemporary with the 
defensive ditch. The area appears to have been abandoned by the medieval period, and 
medieval cultural material was restricted to a small quantity of residual pottery and a late 
14th century Walsingham lead pilgrim badge from later features. Several 19th century 
garden features associated with the Thetford Union Workhouse were also recorded 
during the 1977 excavations. 

Saxon, 
Medieval 

MNF1398 The Icknield Way Monument A possible prehistoric trackway that is thought to have linked Norfolk to southern 
England. 

BA, ROM, 
Med 

MNF5758 Site of Saxon Town on the Primary 
School Grounds, Hilary Road 

Monument This large site is located within the area of the Late Saxon town at Thetford. Excavations 
in 1949 and 1952-1953 identified a Late Saxon road (NHER 5929) which runs across the 
north-eastern edge of the area as well as the remains of several Late Saxon buildings 
and pits adjacent to the road and several inhumations. Finds from these features have 
been dated to the 10th and 11th century and primarily indicate domestic occupation, 
although industrial activities including colouring textiles and iron smelting may also have 
taken place in the vicinity. During redevelopment of the eastern and southern portion of 
the site in the 1950's and 1960's at least twelve additional inhumations were recorded. 

Late Saxon 

MNF5759 Site of Late Saxon occupation, 
Late Saxon to medieval church, 
and medieval buildings, St 
Michael's Close, Thetford 

Monument A wide variety of archaeological finds and features have been recorded within the area 
surrounding St Michael's Close at various times throughout the 20th century, ranging 
from a Palaeolithic handaxe found in a garden in 1989 to remains of a Late Saxon to 
early medieval church and medieval to post medieval industrial activity. The entire area 
was designated a Scheduled Ancient Monument in 1967. 

Pal, Late 
Sax, med, 
Pmed 

MNF5760 Nuns' Bridges open space Monument Early observations speculated that earthworks visible at Weevers Close were related to a 
Roman camp, but these are most likely of natural origin. Late medieval and post 
medieval pottery, animal bone, and a small pit cotaining tile were recorded in trenches to 
the east of the scarp. At the extreme north of the site, immediately east of Mill Lane, a 
disturbed burial was recorded which likely corresponds to a suicide burial noted in early 

Med, Pmed 



 
 

sources. The area east of Weevers Close has been scheduled as part of the Saxon 
Town, but no Saxon remains were recorded during the excavations. 

MNF5794 Common sand pit Monument Prehistoric potboilers and Iron Age pottery. Preh, IA 
MNF5797 Multi-period finds, Barnham Cross 

Common 
Find Spot Various objects recorded as being found on Barnham Cross Common prior to the mid 

20th century, but with no precise locational information. This record also details a number 
of objects that are recorded as having been found on "Barnham Common", which in most 
cases is likely to be a reference to the same area, although in some cases there may be 
confusion with nearby Barnham Heath in Suffolk. The finds including at least one 
Palaeolithic handaxe, Mesolithic, Neolithic and Beaker period flint implements, Roman 
pottery and a Late Saxon or medieval iron spearhead. 

Pal - med 

MNF5892 St George's Nunnery Monument St George’s is believed to be a pre-Conquest church mentioned in the Domesday book 
as belonging to the Abbot of Bury. It is generally thought that St George's functioned as a 
parish church during the 11th and early 12th century and the Abbot of Bury established a 
cell of Benedictine monks from St Edmundsbury nearby, possibly as early as 1016. By 
the end of the 12th century only two monks remained on the site and around 1160 it was 
granted to a Benedictine Nunnery which had previously been located in Lyng. St 
George’s Nunnery was dissolved in 1537. 

Med, Pmed 

MNF5918 Undated human remains, St 
Barnabas Common 

Monument In 1962 a collection of human remains were recovered from this location. These may 
have once belonged in the churchyard of St Benett's or St Michael's, but the burials could 
not be dated. 

Un (med?) 

MNF5929 Late Saxon road Monument A Late Saxon road running roughly northwest to southeast was recorded in 1948-9 
during excavations by G. Knocker (NHER 5847). Further sections of Late Saxon road 
were recorded to the south in 1952 (NHER 5758, and it has been suggested that the 
excavated segments may have formed part of a continuous northwest-southeast road. 

Late Sax 

MNF5938 Cropmarks of undated ring ditch Monument An undated ring ditch is visible at this location on various aerial photographs. Un 
MNF5945 Barnham Cross Monument The two-step base of a medieval stone cross survives here. This divided the liberty of 

Bury St Edmunds from the Liberty of Thetford. The cross base was smashed into several 
pieces and set in concrete during the First World War when an army camp was 
established nearby. Unfortunately some of the stones of the cross have been subject to 
vandalism and are now damaged or missing. 

Med 

MNF15281 Medieval copper alloy finger ring Find Spot Metal detecting in this area during 1978 discovered a medieval finger-ring made from 
copper alloy.  

Med 

MNF15905 Late Saxon coin Find Spot In 1979 a Late Saxon silver penny of Edmund (939-946) was found here. The penny 
remains in good condition. 

Late Sax 

MNF16473 Medieval penny, 190 Bury Road Find Spot In 1980 digging in the garden of this property uncovered a silver long-cross penny of 
Henry III. 

Med 



MNF17396 Roman facemask and multi period 
coins 

Find Spot Metal detecting here in 1981 recovered a large number of metal objects. These included 
a Roman bronze headplaque with silvered eyes and drilled pupils, an Iron Age coin 
showing Jupiter Ammon and Saxon silver coins including one from the reign of Edward 
the Elder. Several Roman and medieval pottery sherds were also found. 

IA, Rom, 
Med 

MNF17397 Iron Age and Roman coins Find Spot Metal detecting in this area during 1979-81 recovered a large number of Roman coins. T 
In addition, an Iron Age coin of Dubnovellaunus was also retrieved. 

IA, Rom 

MNF17970 Roman coin, Barnham Cross 
Common 

Find Spot In 1975 a Roman sestertius of Philip I, dating to the 3rd century AD, was found by a dog 
digging on Barnham Cross Common 

Rom 

MNF20429 Prehistoric pot boilers Monument Three flint flakes in potboiler concentration found in fieldwalking. Preh, BA, 
ROM, Med 

MNF28661 Roman coins, Barnham Cross 
Common 

Find Spot In 1991 eleven Roman coins dating from the 2nd to 4th centuries AD were discovered on 
the Common. 

Rom 

MNF28728 Roman coins, Middle Saxon 
brooch, medieval Papal bull and 
other metalwork finds 

Find Spot Metal detecting here in between 1990 and 2002 recovered a large number of multi-period 
objects. These included numerous Roman, medieval and post medieval coins, a Roman 
finger ring, a Middle Saxon brooch, a medieval harness pendant and a Papal bull of 
Martin IV (1281-85). 

Prom Sax 
Med 

MNF29443 Late Saxon brooch or casket 
mount, 12 Almond Grove 

Find Spot Saxon gilded bronze and enamelled disc. The object was probably originally a brooch but 
was possibly reused as a mount for a casket. 

Saxon, 
Medieval 

MNF33774 Post medieval ditch and undated 
posthole, The Wrens 

Monument Archaeological evaluation in 1998 recorded a substantial east-west aligned ditch which 
contained post medieval brick and was likely a relatively recent field boundary as well as 
an undated chalk-filled post hole. No small finds were recovered. 

Pmed 

MNF38661 Late Saxon key, Barnham Cross 
Common 

Find Spot At sometime before August 1994 a Late Saxon key was recovered from this location on 
the Common. 

Saxon 

MNF41573 Southern Bypass Find Spot Archaeological investigations were carried out here during 2001-02. This work noted 
extensive later disturbance, possibly associated with the development of RAF Banham. A 
low density of prehistoric worked flint was recovered along with post medieval and 
modern debris. The presence of these finds suggests activity on site from early prehistory 
but a lack of Roman and medieval occupation/activity. The post medieval and modern 
materials suggest that the location was used for dumping in later times. 

Preh, Pmed 

MNF42904 Possible medieval county boundary 
bank 

Monument Apparent extension of the warren/county boundary bank. Sections of the bank here were 
found to survive up to a height of 0.6m. 

Med?, 
Pmed? 

MNF47345 Post medieval coin weight Find Spot Post medieval copper alloy coin weight for a Noble. Pmed 
MNF50546 Walls running south from 1, 2 and 

3 Nunnery Cottages 
Building This post medieval kitchen garden wall incorporates earlier ecclesiastical architectural 

fragments.  
Pmed 

MNF51423 Nunnery Gateway, Nunnery Drive Building This red brick gateway to the precinct of the Benedictine nunnery of St George (NHER 
5892) dates to around 1600.  

Pmed 



 
 

MNF51424 Nunnery Cottages, Nuns Bridges 
Road 

Building This range consists of three two storey houses, but they are not all of contemporary date. 
No.3 dates to the late 16th century and was formerly part of the inner gateway to the 
monastic precinct. It was remodelled in 1857, when Nos 1 and 2 were constructed.  

Pmed 

MNF54804 Site with no archaeological finds or 
features 

Find Spot No archaeological finds or features were recorded during an earthwork survey in 2006. N/A 

MNF57429 Site of Thetford Union Workhouse 
and St Barnabas' Hospital, Bury 
Road 

Monument The Thetford Union Workhouse was constructed in 1836 …. on the southern edge of 
Thetford between Bury Road and the Little Ouse and accommodated 300 paupers and a 
hospital. Excavation in 1977 prior to the redevelopment of the site recorded several 19th 
century garden features which were likely associated with the workhouse. For Late 
Saxon features recorded during these excavations see NHER 1092. 

Pmed 

MNF58102 Negative evidence at Ash Close Negative 
evidence 

In July 2009 archaeological monitoring during groundworks associated with the 
construction of three dwellings revealed no archaeological finds or features. 

N/A 

MNF58237 Site with no archaeological finds or 
features, 

Negative 
evidence 

A watching brief revealed no archaeological finds or features were encountered. N/A 

MNF61312 Possible World War Two practice 
trenches 

Monument An area of possible World War Two practice trenches is visible on aerial photographs to 
the west of Bury Road, Thetford. They are centred on TL 8679 8219.The trenches are 
visible as a series of linear ditches and upcast spoil. It is possible that they are not 
military in function, although their proximity to the underground storage site (NHER 
54545) to the east and further practice trenches to the south (NHER 54544), suggests 
that they did perform a military function. 

Mod 

MNF61313 World War Two type 22 pillbox Monument A probable type 22 World War Two pillbox is visible on aerial photographs to the east of 
Bury Road, Thetford. It is centred on TL 8684 8199, and was presumably sited, along 
with other pillboxes in the area (NHER 54540, 54541) to defend the south of Thetford, 
along with the training areas NHER 54542, 54544 and possible radar site 54545. Lines of 
possible dispersed storage are also visible along the road to the north of this pillbox on 
the later photographs. 

Mod 

MNF61315 Possible World War Two practice 
trenches 

Monument An area of World War Two practice trenches is visible on aerial photographs to the west 
of Bury Road, Thetford. The site is centred on TL 8646 8188. The trenches are visible as 
a series of linear and crenelated ditches and upcast spoil. It is possible that they are not 
military in function, although their proximity to the possible underground storage site 
(NHER 54545) to the east, further practice trenches to the north (NHER 54542) suggests 
that they did perform a military function. In fact, those to the west are considered to be 
World War Two in date, and those to the east are more reminiscent of World War One 
trenches, but since they appear to be freshly dug are likely to date from World War Two, 
and may have been used by the American forces. 

Mod 

MNF61317 Possible World War Two 
underground storage 

Monument An area of World War Two possible underground storage chambers is visible on aerial 
photographs to the east of Bury Road, Thetford. The site is centred on TL 8720 8204, 
and consists of a barbed wire fence protecting a rectangular area measuring 

Mod 



approximately 300m by 300m within which there are five small rectangular fenced areas, 
each measuring approximately 10m by 6m. A sixth enclosure is visible to the south of the 
barbed wire fence. Each of these areas appears to contain an entrance to an 
underground structure, which is likely to have provided a storage facility, and the entire 
site is arranged around an elongated semicircular area, considered to have been used 
for horse training. These features appear to have been removed by June 1946. A 
possible weapons pit is also visible at TL 8733 8211. 

MNF61319 Cropmarks of possible linear 
features 

Monument A faint possible linear ditch and bank feature are visible as cropmarks on aerial 
photographs to the east of Barnham Cross Common, Thetford. The site is centred on TL 
8687 8120. It is possible that these features represent post medieval drainage ditches, 
draining the farmland into the Little Ouse River. 

Un - Pmed? 

MNF61326 Undated linear bank Monument A linear bank is visible as an earthwork on aerial photographs on Barnham Cross 
common to the west of Bury Road. The bank is centred on TL 8647 8135, and measures 
56m in length and 5m in width. However it is only visible on one set of aerial photographs 
and has been recorded with a note of caution. It appears to be an earlier continuation of 
the track visible to the southwest. 

Un 

MNF61383 Possible World War One training 
camp and rifle ranges 

Monument A possible World War One training camp is visible on aerial photographs to the north and 
south of London Road, Thetford. A large area of building footprints is clearly apparent, 
indicating former structures, and whilst the date of the photographs is not clear, it is likely 
that they are pre World War Two in date, as they show heathland prior to the 
afforestation of Thetford Heath. In 2011 a watching brief revealed no archaeological finds 
or features and recovered a single sherd of Roman pottery from the subsoil and two 
Neolithic scrapers from the ploughsoil. 

Mod 

MNF63609 Earthworks on Barnham Cross 
Common 

Monument A group of irregular earthworks, including at least one pit. Its date is uncertain. Un 

MNF63880 Site with no archaeological finds or 
features 

Negative 
evidence 

Archaeological monitoring during construction of three residential dwellings revealed no 
archaeological finds, features or deposits. There was no indication of a Late Saxon 
defensive ditch also known to exist in this area. 

N/A 

MNF66437 Early/Middle Iron Age pottery sherd Find Spot In 2014 an Early/Middle Iron Age pottery sherd was recovered as a stray find. IA 
MNF65677 Roman coin Find Spot Metal-detecting in 2013 recovered a Roman coin. Rom 
MNF66388 Quarry on Barnham Cross 

Common 
Monument Earthworks of a small rectangular shaped quarry. Un 

MNF66389 Possible quarry on Barnham Cross 
Common 

Monument A small irregularly shaped feature, located just to the northeast of Barham Cross (NHER 
5945), probably an extraction pit. 

Un 



Appendix 2.  Suffolk HER search summary 
HER No. Site name Type Summary Period 
ESF21791 Archaeological Desk Based 

Assessment, Barnham to Little 
Wheltenham 

Event This desk-based assessment considers the archaeological potential of the Barnham cross 
Water Treatment works to Little Welnetham Reservoir Treated Water Main. The pipeline 
starts in Thetford at Barnham Cross Water Treatment Works (NGR TL 87008 81645) 
within the southern part of Norfolk. It then runs through Suffolk terminating south-east of 
Bury St Edmunds at Little Welnetham Reservoir at NGR TL 89618 60287. The route runs 
across a rural landscape close to areas of high archaeological potential, notably the 
scheduled Roman villa and triple-ditched fort at Ixworth, the Roman barrow cemetery 
(part of which is scheduled) at Rougham and the adjacent Roman road which the route 
follows at the southern end of the scheme. There are remains of a number of 
archaeological remains from a range or periods recorded near to the site - prehistoric at 
Barnham, Euston, Fakenham Magna, Ixworth, and Pakenham; Roman at Fakenham 
Magna, Ixworth, Pakenham and Rougham; Saxon at Fakenham Magna and Ixworth; 
medieval at Fakenham Magna and Bardwell and postmedieval Fakenham Magna, 
Bardwell and Rougham. 

MSF7052  Thetford Heath  Mon BA beaker found circa 1943 'a short way SW of Barnham Cross'. BA 
MSF14288  Boundary bank of unknown date. Mon Earthwork boundary bank running along Suffolk side of county boundary, probably the 

boundary for Thetford Warren. 
UN 

MSF17763 Barnham Camp; Gorse Industrial 
estate 

Mon Barnham Camp - 1st and 2nd WW camp and ?munitions store then Cold War military camp 
buildings and pentagonal enclosed top secret atomic bomb store complex (Scheduled 
Monument) with linking tracks and railway sidings etc. 

Mod 
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BRIEF FOR 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RAPID IDENTIFICATION SURVEY 

AT 
BARNHAM CROSS COMMON 

AND  
ELM ROAD FIELD 

THETFORD 
NORFOLK 

HES REFERENCE CNF45772 

ASSOCIATED. Yes

NHER NO. FOR THIS PROJECT: To be arranged 

GRID REFERENCE: TL86598150 

AUTHORITY: Natural England

PROPOSAL: Heath re-creation and restoration (including scrub 

clearance, tree felling, soil inversion, turf stripping 

and rotovation) 

CURRENT LAND USE: Heath and woodland 

ISSUED BY: David Robertson 

Historic Environment Officer (Countryside) 

Historic Environment Service 

Environment, Transport and Development 

Union House, Gressenhall 

Dereham, Norfolk NR20 4DR 

Tel: 01362 869291 (direct) 

david.robertson@norfolk.gov.uk 

DATE:  26 August 2014 

 
 
  

If need this document in large print, audio, Braille, 
alternative format or in a different language please 
contact Ken Hamilton on 01362 869275 and we will do 
our best to help. 

Appendix 6. NHES Brief
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Summary 

There are proposals to re-create and restore heath at Barnham Cross Common 
and Elm Road Field Sites of Special Scientific Interest. The work will include 
including scrub clearance, tree felling, soil inversion, turf stripping and rotovation. 

This is a brief for an Archaeological Rapid Identification Survey for selected 
areas of Barnham Cross Common and Elm Road Field. The rapid identification 
survey is required as the proposal site is known to contain previously unrecorded 
heritage assets with historic or archaeological interest and there is potential for 
the heath re-creation and restoration works to disturb these (in accordance with 
Natural England guidance). 

This brief sets out the requirements for the Archaeological Contractor who will 
undertake this work. It can be used to obtain quotes from specialists (they will 
also need details of the proposed heath re-creation and restoration works) and 
will inform the preparation of a project design/method statement, which should be 
agreed in advance of commencement by the Historic Environment Service.  

This Archaeological Rapid Identification Survey will include fieldwork and the 
production of a final report.  

Following the completion of the report, the Historic Environment Service will 
provide advice on the future management of any heritage assets discovered. 
This advice may include intrusive archaeological investigations before and during 
the restoration and re-creation works, as well as retaining and avoiding heritage 
assets during works.  

In some areas scrub clearance will need to take place before the Archaeological 
Rapid Identification Survey can be undertaken. However, no ground disturbance 
should take place until advice has been sought from the Historic Environment 
Service on the results of the Archaeological Rapid Identification Survey. 

1. Guidance and Policy Background.

Relevant guidance can be found in: - 

Natural England 2008 Impact of heathland restoration and recreation techniques 
on soil characteristics and the historical environment (Natural England Research 
Report NERR010). 

This Brief provides an outline of the requirements of a rapid identification survey, 
the results of which will be assessed by the Historic Environment Service to 
provide advice on the future management of Barnham Cross Common and Elm 
Road Field. This advice may include retaining and avoiding heritage assets 
during heath re-creation works (including scrub clearance, tree felling, soil 
inversion, turf stripping and rotovation). No ground disturbance should take place 
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until advice on the results of the rapid identification survey has been sought from 
the Historic Environment Service. 

Please note that the Historic Environment Service’s advice on future 
management will be based on an objective assessment of the evidence. No 
weight will be given to recommendations made in the report on the rapid 
identification survey. 

2. Historical/Archaeological Background.

During and since the 19th century a number of prehistoric flint artefacts have 
been found on the part of Barnham Cross Common in Norfolk. These may 
include at least one Palaeolithic hand-axe and a number of Neolithic arrowheads 
(although it is possible some of these finds may have come from the part of the 
common now in Suffolk and/or Barnham Heath). 

Roman coins, building material, pottery and a head plaque have been discovered 
in a field to the east of the common, immediately adjacent to the Little Ouse River 
(NHER 17396, 17397 and 28728). The number and type of objects recovered are 
indicative of a Roman settlement. 

The site of Barnham Cross (NHER 5945), a medieval wayside cross, is located in 
the south of the common. It is believed the cross has been restored since the 
1980s. 

Human remains (NHER 5918) found in the north of the common in 1962 may 
once have been buried in the churchyard of St Benett's or St Michael's. 

In 2011 a number of archaeological earthworks were recorded in the west of 
Barnham Cross Common during Norfolk Monuments Management Project field 
visits. These include a linear bank (NHER 54548), extraction features (NHER 
60058 and 60059) and group of hollows of uncertain origin (NHER 57836).  

A possible World War One training area (NHER 54560) on and to the west of 
Elm Road Field is visible on early 20th-century aerial photographs. Aerial 
photographs taken in the 1940s show a World War Two pillbox (NHER 54543) in 
the north of the common, close to Bury Road. These photographs also show 
military practice trenches (NHER 54544) where the playing field is now. 

Additional historic features were observed on the east of the common during a 
Norfolk Monuments Management Project field visit carried out in July 2014. 
These include a large area of extraction earthworks, a field boundary and a 
possible overgrown pine row. The discovery and extent of these features are 
amongst the reasons a Rapid Identification Survey is required. 

In 2010 archaeological monitoring of rotovation plots along the western side of 
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Bury Road revealed no archaeological remains (NHER 53037). The results of 
recent archaeological monitoring along the line of a water pipeline are awaited. 

3. Requirement for Work.

An Archaeological Rapid Identification Survey is required to help assess the 
impact of proposed heath re-creation and restoration works on heritage assets. 
All areas where there is potential for scrub clearance, tree felling, soil inversion, 
turf stripping and rotovation to take place should be included (the attached map 
shows the boundary of these areas in red, based on the current information 
available to the Historic Environment Service). Areas visited by the Norfolk 
Monuments Management Project in 2011 should not be included (shown in 
yellow on the attached map). 

The rapid identification survey should determine the extent, date and significance 
of surviving visible heritage assets (including archaeological earthworks). This 
should include:  
• consultation of the Historic Environment Record (please note that the

Norfolk Heritage Explorer website is a subset of the HER, and is not suitable 
for rapid identification surveys). 

• a Level 1 survey (as defined by English Heritage in Understanding the
Archaeology of Landscapes 2007).  

• the examination of selected areas by walking transects, at c.50m intervals
wherever possible. 

• the location, description, analysis and sketch plotting on Ordnance Survey
maps at scale of 1:10000 of all visible heritage assets (including 
archaeological earthworks). 

• the location of heritage assets using a combination of a GPS and measured
survey. The use of an approved navigation grade hand-held GPS unit may 
be appropriate. 

• an inspection of historic maps and aerial photographs.
• a final report

The Archaeological Contractor will contact the HER Officer of the Historic 
Environment Service in advance of work starting to obtain a HER number for the 
site1. 

The archaeological research aims and objectives of the project will be clearly 
stated, and the Method Statement or Specification will demonstrate how these 
will be met. Appropriate reference will be made to the following documents:- 

Medlycott, M (ed.) (2011) Research and Archaeology Revisited: a revised 
framework for the East of England East Anglian Archaeology Occasional 
Paper 24 

1 Norfolk Historic Environment Record: 01362 869282, heritage@norfolk.gov.uk 
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Hard copies of the report must be provided, as specified below. 

4. Standards.

Method Statements or Specifications prepared by Archaeological Contractors 
should state that all works will be carried out in full accordance with the 
appropriate sections of Gurney, D., 2003, ‘Standards for Field Archaeology in 
the East of England’, as adopted by the Association of Local Government 
Archaeological Officers for the East of England Region and published as East 
Anglian Archaeology Occasional Paper 14. This is available as a PDF file on the 
web at www.eaareports.org.uk 

Archaeological Contractors should note that the Standards document stipulates 
basic methodological standards. It is considered axiomatic that all contractors will 
strive to achieve the highest possible qualitative standards, with the application of 
the most advanced and appropriate techniques possible within a context of 
continuous improvement aimed at maximising the recovery of archaeological 
data and contributing to the development of a greater understanding of Norfolk’s 
historic environment. Monitoring officers will seek and expect clear evidence of 
commitment to the heritage assets of Norfolk, with specifications being drawn up 
within a context of added value. 

5. Other matters

Archaeological Contractors are reminded that they should submit a copy of their 
Method Statement or Specification to the Historic Environment Service for 
approval, before costs are prepared for commissioning clients, in line with the 
Institute for Archaeologists’ guidance.  

The Method Statement or Specification should indicate the number of person 
days allocated to the fieldwork stage of the project. It should summarise the 
relevant survey experience of the person leading the project in the field. 

The Historic Environment Service will be responsible for monitoring progress and 
standards throughout the project.  

Any subsequent variation to a Detailed Project Specification or Method 
Statement must be agreed with the Historic Environment Service prior to its 
implementation. 

This brief is valid for a period of one year from the date of issue. After that time, it 
may need to be revised to take account of new discoveries, changes in policy or 
the introduction of new working practices or techniques.   

Three hard copies and a PDF copy on CD of the Report should be supplied to 
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the Historic Environment Service for the attention of the Historic Environment 
Officer (Countryside) within eight weeks of the completion of the fieldwork on the 
understanding that this will become a public document after an appropriate 
period of time (generally not exceeding six months). Two copies will be stored in 
the Historic Environment Record; the third copy will be passed onto Natural 
England. 

6. Notes for Applicants/developers

The Historic Environment Service is responsible for safeguarding the County's 
historic environment. The Historic Environment Service provides specialist 
information and advice on the archaeological implications of proposals.   

An Archaeological Project will usually consist of one or more of the following:- 

Desk-based assessment:  a report drawing together existing information about 
a site from a wide range of sources. 
Survey:  usually fieldwalking and metal-detecting, sometimes non-intrusive 
geophysical surveys (e.g. magnetometer survey)  
Evaluation:  survey and/or trial-trenching or test-pitting. 
Excavation:  larger-scale excavation 
Monitoring under Archaeological Supervision and Control (Watching Brief):  
the presence of an archaeologist during works to record any features exposed 
Post-excavation: analysis and the preparation of a report and archive of records 
and finds at the end of any archaeological project 

A phased approach to fieldwork is usually adopted, with one stage leading on to 
another (if necessary) after each phase is reported upon and reviewed. 

You should ask one or more Archaeological Contractors to prepare a Method 
Statement or Specification which will detail how the project is to be undertaken, 
and how the brief will be fulfilled. This will be sent to the Historic Environment 
Service for approval, after which the Contractor will give you details of costs. 

Details of Archaeological Contractors based in Norfolk and beyond may be found 
in the Institute for Archaeologists Yearbook & Directory, available from the IfA, 
University of Reading, 2 Earley Gate, PO Box 239, Reading RG6 6AU.  Tel: 0118 
931 6446.  Fax: 0118 931 6448.  Email: admin@archaeologists.net.  Website: 
www.archaeologists.net, or the Yellow Pages. 

The Historic Environment Service does not see Contractors' costings, nor do we 
give advice on the costs of archaeological projects.  This is between you and the 
Archaeological Contractor(s). You may wish to obtain a number of quotations or 
to employ the services of an archaeological consultant. 

For further information or advice on any archaeological matters please contact 
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the officer named on page 1. 
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Suffolk Archaeology CIC  
Unit 5 | Plot 11 | Maitland Road | Lion Barn Industrial Estate 
Needham Market | Suffolk | IP6 8NZ  
Rhodri.Gardner@suffolkarchaeology.co.uk 

01449 900120  
www.suffolkarchaeology.co.uk 
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