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Summary 
 

Two small evaluation test pits were excavated within the body of the tower of St. Mary’s 

church, Tuddenham. 

 

Immediately below the existing Victorian tiled floor in both trenches, evidence of an 

earlier chalk and suspended timber floor was uncovered, likely to be of post-medieval 

date. Below this in Trench 1 was a solid mortar layer embedded with flints. This was 

interpreted as structural evidence, either relating to steps associated with the west door 

or perhaps a former floor surface.    

 

Below the chalk floor in Trench 2 were numerous thin layers of rammed earth and chalk. 

These layers were present to the full excavated depth which was 0.6m below the tiled 

floor and 0.25m below the level of the nave floor. This was located directly below the 

tower arch and is believed to be a medieval earth footing, likely to be contemporary with 

the construction of the tower. 

 

Whilst no definite in situ medieval floor surfaces were identified within the test pits, 

fragments of glazed medieval floor tiles were recovered which suggest that at least a 

part of the church floor was once decorated with these. In both trenches, the deposits 

present suggest that the medieval floor levels would have been higher than the current 

level of the floor in the nave. As such, the tower body is likely to be the only area of the 

church where deposits contemporary with the medieval construction are preserved. 

  

  



 

  



1. Introduction 

The consent for an expected faculty application covering works to the tower base at St. 

Mary’s church, Tuddenham (Fig. 1) was to include provision for archaeological 

mitigation works. In the first instance, the scope of these works was outlined in a Brief 

and Specification document prepared by the architects, The Whitworth Co-Partnership 

LLP (Appendix 1). Potential building works were to involve the provision of new toilet 

facilities in the base of the tower.    

 

The project was overseen by Diocesan Archaeological Advisor, Bob Carr. 

 

2. Archaeological and historical background 

While no previous archaeological work had been undertaken, the historic character and 

importance of the structure is clear, both from the point of view of the architectural merit 

of the building itself and its internal fittings. 

 

The chancel of St Mary’s may have Norman origins, with the nave added in the 14th 

century. The tower is either contemporary with, or slightly later than the nave (Bob Carr, 

pers. comm), and a south aisle was probably a 15th century addition. The nave floor is 

covered in highly decorative tiles, probably of late Victorian or early 20th century date, 

whilst the tower floor, which is 0.35m higher than the nave floor, is tiled with early 

Victorian black and red quarry tiles. The church underwent major restoration in 1876. 
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Figure 1.  Location map 
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Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2016 
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Figure 2.  Trench location plan 

 

3. Methodology 

Two 0.6m by 0.6m test pits were excavated through the floor at either end of the tower, 

the westernmost of which was located to identify the presence of any stone steps 

associated with the west doorway (Fig. 2).  

 

It was agreed that the existing floor tiles and bedding could be removed by agents of the 

parish prior to excavation of the underlying deposits by an experienced archaeologist, 

down to a maximum depth of 0.6m.   

 

All of the stratigraphic elements recorded were allocated an ‘observed phenomena’ 

number within a unique continuous number sequence under the HER (Historic 

Environment Record) code TDD 005 (Appendix 2).      

 

Both trenches were planned and their sections recorded at a scale of 1:10 on plastic 

drafting film. The drawings were then digitised for inclusion in this report.      
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4. Results 

Trench 1 

Trench 1 was excavated approximately centrally along the west end of the tower, in 

front of the west door (Fig. 2). The quarry tiles and their solid bedding had been 

removed, revealing a loose, gravelly mortar sub-base (0002), below which was a thin 

yellowish brown sandy silt layer (0003) possibly also associated with the tile floor.  

 

A layer of clean, compact chalk (0005) was encountered c.0.09m below the tiled 

surface, with a W-E narrow channel observed through the centre of the trench. This was 

filled by a thin layer of dark brown rotted timber (0006) under a mid grey-brown loose 

sandy silt (0011) from which a small sherd of black glazed pot, dated 16th-18th century, 

was recovered. It is believed that the channel represents a rotted out timber joist 

intended to support a suspended wooden floor, with chalk packing between the timber 

joists (Bob Carr, pers. comm.) Both the chalk and the material filling the void of the 

former timber (0011), were sealed by 0004, a thin silty sand likely to be dust and dirt 

accumulation under the suspended floor.  

 

The chalk layer peeled cleanly off 0007, a silty layer very alike 0004, and which may be 

of similar origin as it lay directly over a hard, mortar layer embedded with flints (0022). 

Excavation of this trench was halted at this point.  

 

A small copper alloy object and three fragments of glazed medieval tile or floor brick 

were all located directly below chalk layer 0005, on top of silt layer 0007 and allocated 

context number 0020. 
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Trench 2 

Trench 2 was excavated 0.25m west of the existing step from the nave into the tower 

(Fig. 2). The upper layers below the tiled floor were identical to those observed in 

Trench 1, up to and including chalk layer 0005, which was slightly looser and more 

mixed here. The rotted timber joist 0006 also continued through into this trench. As 

previously, the chalk peeled cleanly away from the deposits below. A sherd of medieval 

window glass found directly below chalk 0005 and on top of silt 0012 was allocated 

context number 0021. 

Plate 1.  Trench 1, with beam 
slot and chalk floor exposed. 
Looking west. 

Plate 2.  Trench 1, fully excavated, 
S-N section  
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Once the chalk layer had been removed, the trench was excavated to a total depth of 

0.6m through a sequence of rammed earth layers, variously of chalk, silty sand and 

sandy clay. A few fragments of disarticulated human bone (ribs, a vertebra and a toe or 

finger bone) were incorporated into these layers, and a single sherd of 12th-14th 

century pot was recovered from the final context reached, 0018, a fine, dark brown 

friable sandy silt.  

 

Human bone disturbed during the evaluation was reburied in the corner of Trench 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 3.  Trench 2, with beam 
slot and chalk floor exposed. 
Looking west. 
 

Plate 4.  Trench 2, fully excavated, 
S-N section  
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5. Finds evidence
Richenda Goffin 

Introduction 

A small quantity of finds was recovered from the two test pits in the tower, which are 

listed by context below. 

Context  Pottery CBM Iron 
Nails/other 

Med Window 
Glass 

Worked 
Flint 

Miscellaneous Spotdate 

No.    
Wt/g 

No.  Wt/g No.  Wt/g No.     Wt/g No.    Wt/g 

0006 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 small pieces of 
wood weighing 
15g: discarded 

Undated 

0011 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Pmed 16th-18th 
C 

0018 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Med 

0020 0 0 3 588 0 0 0 0 0 0 Med/Pmed 

0021 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 19 0 0 Glass is hand 
grozed 

Med 

Total 2 7 3 588 2 97 1 19 1 6 

Table 1.  Finds quantities 

The Pottery 

Two fragments of pottery were recovered from the evaluation. A small wheelthrown 

sherd from the base of a medieval vessel weighing 6g was found in layer 0018. It has a 

fine fabric with moderate rounded and sub-angular quartz inclusions, dating to the late 

12th-14th century. A very small Iron-glazed blackware body sherd weighing 2g was 

found in deposit 0011 in Trench 1 belonging to the 16th-18th century. 

Ceramic building material 

Three fragments of ceramic building material were collected from layer 0020 weighing 

5898g in total. A fragmentary piece of medieval floor tile with the faint remains of a very 

worn glaze was present, made in a medium sandy slightly micaceous fully oxidised 

fabric with sparse clay pellets and some lenses of paler clay. There are no surviving full 

dimensions and the tile is moderately abraded, but its fabric indicates that it is likely to 
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be English rather than Flemish. It may belong to a Drury FT4 type, a type with a plain 

glaze (Drury 165-166).  

Two joining fragments of another floor brick or tile were recovered from the same 

context (527g). The tile measures >120mm x >99mm x 30-34mm in thickness. The 

sides are slightly undercut, and there is some fine sanding on the base, which is darker 

and likely to have suffered from being burnt. The fabric is silty with some grog and 

sparse voids. There are also very sparse calcareous inclusions. There seems to be the 

faint remains of some kind of slip or glaze on the upper surface and on the sides, but 

this is very degraded. The tile is probably Flemish, and is likely to date to the late14th-

15th century (Drury 166).  

Medieval window glass 

A single fragment of a glass quarry of medieval date was collected from layer 0021. The 

glass measures 6mm in thickness and is an irregular shape, but it has been deliberately 

grozed on all sides. There is no apparent decoration surviving. Its condition is stable.  

Iron 

The remains of two iron objects were recovered from layer 0003. The first of these is an 

iron hook attached to a small plate, whilst the other object is a nail which has a square 

section.  

Small finds 

A single copper alloy lace tag, measuring 26mm in length was found in layer 0020 

(SF1001). This example is slightly tapering, with the two edges not overlapping at all the 

whole length of the tag. Such tags or ‘aiglets’ used to be attached to laces to fit doublets 

and hoses, as well as other garments from the 15th century onwards (Margeson 22, fig. 

12). 

6. Archaeological interpretation

The earliest datable evidence in the test pits was a 12th-14th century pot sherd from 

layer 0018 in the base of Trench 2. This context was the lowest reached in a sequence 

of compact earth layers believed to make up a rammed earth foundation, very similar to 

a feature seen in a test excavation under a collapsed section of the precinct wall at 
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Dunwich Greyfriars (DUN 092; Boulter S. and Everett, L., 2009). The date of the pottery 

recovered fits well with the date of the both the main body of the church and the tower 

construction, suggesting the foundation could be contemporary with either phase of 

building. The solid mortar and flint layer in Trench 1 immediately in front of the west 

door could also be related to the tower construction, either as remains of steps 

associated with the west door or a former floor surface. It is also possible that it could 

be the top of a stepped footing, although it seems too far from the west wall for this to 

be the case. 

Fragments of medieval floor tiles recovered from the surface of mortar feature 0022 are 

good evidence for the presence of a medieval glazed tile floor somewhere within the 

church, even though the fragments were not in situ. Sealing these tiles in Trench 1 and 

the medieval footing in Trench 2 was a later floor, comprising rammed chalk and 

wooden beams which appears to survive over the whole floor footprint. Whilst no 

datable evidence was directly associated with the chalk, the fact that it sealed likely 

disturbed or redeposited 14th-15th century tiles, medieval window glass and a copper 

alloy aiglet of 15th century or later date, suggests it may be a post medieval floor. A 

16th-18th century pot sherd was found in context 0011, a layer of fill where a wooden 

beam had once been, presumably supporting a wooden floor. Whether this was the 

floor replaced by the existing quarry tiles is not clear.  

The surviving deposits within the tower floor remain significantly higher than the current 

level of the nave floor. This, along with steps down into the nave from both the south 

and north doors, along with horizontal ‘shadows’ above the base of the nave wall 

suggest that the floor level in the main body of the church has been significantly 

lowered. 

7. Recommendations for further work

While the evaluation did not expose any definite in situ medieval floor surfaces, there 

remains significant archaeological potential within the body of the tower. Groundworks 

associated with the provision of a toilet, particularly the lowering of the existing ground 

level, would destroy archaeological deposits associated with the original floor level, 

which seems to have been totally removed in the rest of the church, or other deposits 

contemporary with or potentially earlier than the construction of the tower. Should the 
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ground level be reduced, excavation of the tower footprint should be carried out to 

better understand the deposits seen in the small test pits and preserve important 

archaeological deposits ‘by record’.  

8. Bibliography
Boulter, S. and Everett, L., 2009, Dunwich Greyfriars: DUN 092 & 094, Archaeological 

Recording Works Associated with the Rebuilding of a Section of the Precinct Wall and 
Repairs to the Gateways and Refectory, SCCAS Report No. 2008/52 

Drury, P., 1993, ‘Ceramic Building Materials’, in Margeson, S., Norwich Households.  East 
Anglian Archaeology 58, Norwich Survey 

Margeson, S., 1993, Norwich Households.  EAA 58, Norwich Survey 

Plate 5.  Trench 1, fully excavated, looking 
west 

Plate 6.  Trench 2, fully excavated, looking 
west 

Plate 7.  Tower floor, tiles removed but 
pre-excavation. Also shows the 0.35m 

high step up from the nave into the tower 

Plate 8.  Tower floor, post-excavation 
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ST MARY, TUDDENHAM: RE-ORDERING 

 

Archaeological brief 

The current proposal for re-ordering in the church involves installing a toilet in the base of the 

tower. Currently the tower floor is 350mm higher than the floor level of the nave.  In order to 

provide suitable access to the WC it is proposed to lower the tower floor to the level of the nave. To 

provide a new floor finish at the level of the nave the floor in the tower will need to be excavated to 

a minimum of 250mm deeper than the nave floor level. 

 

The DAC have had a site visit at the church and are concerned about the possibility of archaeological 

finds below this floor, It is anticipated that there might be old steps down from the west door.  It 

was suggested that trial holes should be excavated to ascertain what is below the current floor. 

 

The archeologically investigation is to excavate two 600mm square holes at either end of the tower 

as indicated on drawing no. 10. These are to be excavated down to a level of 250mm below the 

existing nave floor level.  The purpose is to  

1) Identify the presence of original stone steps, if any exist.    

2) to identify any per existing floor levels below the present tower floor level, thought to be 

Victorian 

Any archeologically finds are to be recorded including the presence of any historic steps. 

 

 

 

The Whitworth Co-Partnership LLP 
18 Hatter Street 
Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk 
IP33 1NE 
 
AJR/nc/C299/4 
17th March 2015 
 

Appendix 1.     Brief





Appendix 2. Context list and description 

Context No. Location Description 

0001 Trenches 1 
and 2 

Solid bedding for tiled floor 

0002 Trenches 1 
and 2 

Loose gravelly mortar, tile floor sub-base 

0003 Trenches 1 
and 2 

Mid yellowy brown firm sandy silt, probably associated with the tile floor 
construction 

0004 Trenches 1 
and 2 

Mid brown silty sand with chalk flecks- dirt and dust accumulation under 
a former suspended floor? 

0005 Trenches 1 
and 2 

Clean, rammed chalk, very few inclusions. Packing material associated 
with suspended floor? 

0006 Trenches 1 
and 2 

Remains of W-E aligned timber running centrally through the tower 
floor. Part of suspended floor structure? 

0007 Trench 1 Mid-dark grey brown silty sand with regular flints 
0008 Trench 2 Thin lens of mid-pale greyish brown sandy silt with regular chalk flecks 

and occasional pebbles 
0011 Trenches 1 

and 2 
Mid grey brown sandy silt with regular mortar flecks. Fills void left by 
wooden beam 0006 

0012 Trench 2 Thin lens of mid brown sandy silt 
0013 Trench 2 Compact layer of chalk mixed with mid-pale yellowish brown silty sand 
0014 Trench 2 Mid-pale yellowish brown silty sand with regular chalk lumps, frequent 

chalk flecks and occasional small flints. Firm but friable, occasional flints 
0015 Trench 2 Dark brown sandy silt, regular flints 
0016 Trench 2 Mixed layer of dark grey brittle sandy clay lumps with compact, dry mid-

pale grey sandy silt. Areas noted where the silt appeared to almost 
have a flat surface which almost looked fired, but which was not 
recoverable 

0017 Trench 2 Dark yellowish brown compact sandy clay silt with regular chalk flecks 
0018 Trench 2 Fine dark brown friable sandy silt with regular chalk flecks. Slightly 

humic 
0019 Trench 2 Hard but not solid chalky mortar lens within layer 0018, only present in 

S side of the trench 
0020 Trench 1 Finds recovered from the surface of 0007, sealed by 0005 
0021 Trench 2 Finds recovered from the surface of 0013, sealed by 0005 
0022 Trench 1 Solid mortar embedded with medium-large flints 





Appendix 3. Oasis data collection form 
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