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Summary 
Following the excavation of two small test-pits within the body of the tower of All Saints 

Church, Laxfield, monitoring of the groundworks in advance of constructing toilet 

facilities was carried out. 

The existing concrete floor was removed and the ground level reduced by between 

0.45m at the east end and 0.65m at the west end. A brick floor, originally interpreted as 

the base for a stove, was reported to have been present throughout the majority of the 

tower rather than in one discrete area, but had been removed by contractors prior to the 

first monitoring visit by an archaeologist. A spread of dark, charcoal grey sand was 

present below the floor bricks up against the southern tower wall. 

Below the brick, the layer of disaggregated lime mortar and flints recorded in the test 

pits was seen to be present throughout the tower. This sealed boulder clay which 

appeared to be disturbed where it was seen directly below the mortar layer but was 

cleaner where the service trench cut through it. No evidence for medieval floor levels 

was encountered within the body of the tower. 

Monitoring of the service trench outside of the tower revealed disturbed ground 

immediately west of the church but nothing more than topsoil over undisturbed 

boulder clay where it followed the western church boundary.  



 

  



1. Introduction 

The consent for an expected faculty application covering works to the west nave and 

tower base at All Saints, Laxfield (Fig. 1) was to include provision for archaeological 

mitigation works. Following initial test-pitting, subsequent monitoring works were 

requested by the Diocesan Archaeological Advisor, Bob Carr and carried out according 

to his outline brief. 

 

Building works essentially were to involve the provision of new toilet and kitchen 

facilities in the base of the tower.    

 

2. Archaeological and historical background 

While no previous archaeological work had been undertaken prior to evaluation of the 

tower floor in 2012, the historic character and importance of the structure is clear, both 

from the point of view of the architectural merit of the building itself and its internal 

fittings. 

 

The tower is of mid 15th century date and is unusual for Suffolk as it exhibits a 

significant area of stone facing up to the bell stage. The general character of the tower 

is similar to that of St. Peters, Eye to which it was closely allied (Mortlock 1992, 112). 

 

3. Methodology 

The floor level required reduction to a new formation level, into which a pipe-trench was 

to be cut (Fig. 2). 

 

It was agreed that the concrete floor slab should be removed by the building contractors 

but that the brick floor should be left in-tact for archaeological recording. Unfortunately, 

the bricks had all been lifted before the first monitoring visit. All subsequent 

groundworks were monitored during their progress or following their completion. 
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Figure 1.  Site location  
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Figure 2.  Location of monitored areas 

 

 

All of the stratigraphic elements recorded were allocated an ‘observed phenomena’ 

number within a ‘unique continuous number sequence’ under the HER (Historic 

Environment Record) code LXD 032 (Appendix 1). High resolution digital photographs 

were taken throughout all stages of the monitoring.   
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4. Results 

Floor lowering 

The brick floor observed and described during the trenching had been entirely lifted by 

contractors prior to the first monitoring visit, however the material it was bedded into, a 

3cm thick layer of loose, dirty mortar, was left largely undisturbed. This showed a 

spread of dark charcoal grey sand some 40cm wide against the length of the southern 

tower wall (Plate 1) It had been noted during the evaluation that the surfaces of the 

visible floor bricks were sooted, and they were assumed to be the base for a 19th or 

20th century heating stove (Boulter, 2012) It is likely that whatever the source of the 

soot, it permeated through the gaps between the bricks and stained the deposits below. 

 

The site contractors reported that floor bricks were present over the entire footprint 

below the concrete floor, mostly red in colour but with some areas of white or mixed 

pamments, all fairly well worn. 

 

During the floor reduction work, the brick floor sub base was removed onto a more 

consolidated deposit of disaggregated lime mortar and flints which was excavated to a 

depth of c.40cm below the concrete slab at the nave end and c.65cm below the step of 

the door at the west end. This related to deposits 0004 and 0005 recorded in the test 

pits, but no definition between the two was possible during the monitoring. A mid-pale 

yellowish grey clay flecked with chalk, charcoal and ceramic building material (CBM) 

fragments was exposed below 0004/0005 at the western end where excavation was 

deeper. The charcoal and CBM inclusions suggest this clay was disturbed or 

Plate 1.  Sooted area, looking SE 
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redeposited but it may have just been slightly contaminated by the imported material 

above. Where the service trench cut up to 25cm into the clay, it was visibly cleaner and 

appeared more like undisturbed natural subsoil.  

 

Service trench 

A service trench was initially excavated through the reduced floor of the tower then later 

extended out beyond the west door of the church and north west along the churchyard 

boundary to the road (Fig. 2).  

 

Inside the church, it cut though any remaining disaggregated lime mortar and flints and 

into the mid-pale yellowish grey clay seen previously. Despite the trench base being 

flooded by rainwater, the exposed sections looked clean and undisturbed. Immediately 

outside the church, the trench was excavated to a depth of close to 1m through topsoil 

which sealed similar mortar deposits to those seen inside the tower. Approximately 2m 

from the tower wall, the excavation reached c.2m deep. At this point, post medieval 

bricks could be seen within disturbed ground nearly 1m deep (Plate 3) and the 

contractors reported the presence of old services. North of this, the trench was 

excavated approximately 40cm wide, 40cm deep and entirely through dark brown loamy 

Plate 2.  Reduced floor and 
excavated service trench, looking 
through the west door 
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clay topsoil with regular mortar and CBM fragments (Plate 4). The natural greyish yellow 

boulder clay was exposed within the trench base but no cut features were visible along 

the extent of the open trench. 
   

Plate 3. Deeper excavation within the 
line of the service trench showing 
modern disturbances 

Plate 4. Excavated service trench, 
looking NW along the churchyard 

boundary hedge 
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5. Finds evidence 

Two finds were recovered during the monitoring, both in the early stages of lowering the 

tower floor. There had been some mixing of the sandy clay layer below the bricks 

(0003) and the disaggregated lime mortar beneath (0004) so the finds were assigned 

the upper/later context number. 

 

0003 Fragment of clay tobacco pipe weighing 2g, 17th-19th century 

 

0003 Small fragment of decorated medieval window glass, weight 3g. It is part of a 

small quarry that has been grozed on three sides, which is decorated with a broad pale 

stripe c.9mm in width running parallel with a narrow white line c.1mm.  

 
6. Archaeological interpretation 

It is unfortunate that the brick floor was lifted before it could be recorded, given that that 

was one of the main reasons for carrying out the archaeological monitoring. The floor 

lowering and excavation of the service trench added little to the information gathered 

during the evaluation, confirming that no medieval floor surfaces or other features 

survived within the body of the tower. 

 

It was interesting to note that the layer of disaggregated lime mortar and flints 

encountered throughout the tower footprint was also present outside the church, visible 

in the service trench for at least 1m but not beyond the deeper disturbed area. This may 

support the original interpretation of the deposit as debris accumulated during the 

construction of the tower itself.      
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Appendix 1. Context list and description 

 

 
Context No. Location Description 

0001 Trenches 1 
and 2 

Existing concrete floor covering the whole internal tower base. 

0002 Trench 1 Brick floor seen in half of Trench 1.  Red bricks with sooted upper 
surface 

0003 Trench 1  Sandy clay with brick and lime mortar fragments.  Abuts 0002  
0004 Trench 1 Disaggregated lime mortar and flints seen below 0002 and 0003.  

Continues down beyond excavated base of trench  
0005 Trench 2 Disaggregated lime mortar and flints seen below 0002 and 0003.  

Exhibits a hint of stratification.  Continues down beyond excavated base 
of trench 
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