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Summary
Archaeological monitoring of an area stripped adjacent to Gedgrave Hall revealed a
large pit, partly under a farm building of 19th century date. Finds from the pit indicate a
late 17th or early 18th century date for this feature. The pit was likely to be a sand
extraction quarry but the backfill included many large blocks of septaria and crag, some
with mortar adhering. These could have originated from a nearby stone building.
Unstratified human bone recovered from the site might suggest that the ruined church
of St Andrew was quite nearby and that its burial ground had been disturbed. The stone
demolition material might have originated from the church and could have been used to
backfill the quarry pit prior to the construction of the 19th century farm buildings.

Plate 1. View of pit 0002 in section, looking south-west (scales = 2m)
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Figure 1. Location of site showing HER data
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1.

Introduction

Stripping an area to the north-west for an extension to an existing barn revealed a large
pit shown in section. The pit was recorded during the afternoon of the 28th June.
The site is adjacent to Gedgrave Hall which is thought to be close to the location of
the medieval church (GED 001). Other sites and findspots of archaeological interest
are within a 500m radius of the site.

2.

Geology and topography

The site is located on a south-east facing slope just above the 10m contour, from here
the ground slopes away fairly steeply towards the coast, where a network of field drains
and ditches indicate an area of reclaimed land of likely medieval and later date.
Clean orange sand was revealed in the sides and base of the stripped area which is
likely to be Chillesford Church Sand Member according to the British Geological Survey
website. Coralline Crag occurs downslope to the south and west.

3.

Archaeology and historical background

A number of historical and archaeologically significant sites are recorded in the Suffolk
Historic Environment Record (SHER) within a 500m radius. Gedgrave Hall is Grade II
listed and is mainly of late 17th to early 18th century construction. The vanished medieval
church of St Andrew’s is likely to be located either under or to the west of the hall (GED
001). To the south-east of the site is a ditched enclosure and causeway of unknown
date (GED 024).
Second World War sites in the vicinity include heavy anti-aircraft artillery batteries (GED
020 and 026), a temporary army camp (GED 023), and a stongpoint or area command
post (GED 025).
The Portable Antiquities Scheme has recorded a number of items within a 500m radius
of the site including medieval and post-medieval pottery, coins and other metallic items
to the south and east. An Anglo-Saxon brooch was found to the south-west.

1

4.

Methodology

The site was visited on Tuesday 28th June. Sides of the excavated trench showing pit
0002 were hand cleaned by trowel and a photographic record made of this feature and
the surrounding trench. A section drawing was made on plastic film at a scale of 1: 50
(in view of the size of the features) and a measured sketch plan made of the pit in
relation to the trench and adjacent barn at a scale of 1:100. Descriptions were recorded
of the topsoil, pit cut and fill and of the natural using unique OP (‘observable
phenomena’) numbers within the range 0001 to 0004.

5.

Results

The topsoil 0001 was a thick deposit of c.0.6m thickness and consisted of sandy humic
loam. Under this for most of the trench area was natural 0004 which was clean orange
sand with occasional small flint pebbles.
The large pit 0002 was partly visible in the southern corner of the stripped area. Only a
part of the pit could be seen and was at least 6m long (north-west to south-east) and
3.5m wide (north-east to south-west). In section the north-west edge of the pit was seen
to be steep sided with a slight convex profile. This pit was at least 1.1m deep under the
topsoil but was not bottomed.
Pit fill 0003 was a coarse mixed deposit of mid orange brown silty sand with frequent
inclusions. Medium to large-sized blocks of septaria were found throughout the deposit
but the larger blocks were particularly frequent towards the north-west edge. Also
frequently found were small to medium sized lumps of crag. Less frequent were flecks
and lumps of mortar, rounded flints cobbles and occasional fragments of brick and tile.
This deposit was cut by the north-western corner of the 19th century brick barn adjacent.
The machine driver reported that the deposit was fairly loose and that he found two
sections of large saltglazed ceramic drainpipe in the top of this deposit and presumed
it was a soakaway.
Across the base of the trench several fragments of human skull were found. These were
unstratified and not necessarily from the pit fill. These were collected, photographed and
reburied in an area beyond the footprint of the new barn extension.
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6.

Finds and environmental evidence

Richenda Goffin

6.1

Introduction

A small quantity of post-medieval finds was recovered from the single fill 0003 of pit
0002. Details of the pottery and ceramic building material have been noted in Table 1.
Context

Pottery

CBM

No.

No.

Wt/g

Wt/g

Clay Pipe

Pmed bottle glass

No.

No.

Wt/g

Spotdate

Wt/g

0003

3

46

5

2620

4

18

7

63

Total

3

46

5

2620

4

18

7

63

Late 17th to early 18th
century

Table 1. Finds quantities

6.2

The Pottery

Two fragments of pottery were collected from fill 0003. A sherd of a Frechen Rhenish
stoneware vessel was present dating to c. 1550-1700. An abraded piece of Iron Glazed
Blackware (16th-18th century) was also found, made in a bright orange fabric with a
dense opaque black glaze. It is likely to be a jug or drinking vessel, and has the remains
of an applied decoration adhering to the external surface.

6.3

Ceramic Building Material

Five pieces of ceramic building material were retained from fill 0003 weighing a total of
2.620kg. The group includes an almost complete chamfered brick which has a fine
cream mortar on most of the edges apart from the stretcher end. In addition the remains
of another late brick was present, and fragments of three roofing tiles of late medieval to
post-medieval date.

6.4

Clay tobacco pipe

An almost complete clay tobacco pipe bowl was recovered from fill 0003 although in
several pieces. The bowl is long with curved sides, and has the initials ‘DK’ clearly in
relief on the side of the spur. The appearance of the pipe indicates that it is dated to
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c.1680-1710, and that it can be classified using Oswald’s Simplified Pipe Typology to
Group 9 (Oswald, 1975).

6.5

Vessel glass

Fragments of a post-medieval bottle made in clear transparent glass were also present.
The thickened rim and glass type indicates that it is of a later date, probably the 19th
century.

6.6

Discussion of material evidence

Overall the finds from the pit are well dated to the late 17th to early 18th century which
is roughly contemporary to the date of the original house. The bottle glass appears to be
later and may belong to 19th century activity associated with the nearby barn.
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7.

Conclusions

The large pit 0002 appeared to have been cut into pure orange sand so it seems likely
that this was a sand extraction quarry, backfilled before the erection of the 19th century
farm buildings adjacent. The fill contained demolition rubble, the crag and septaria
blocks (some with mortar attached) probably coming from a nearby stone building.
The main components of the finds assemblage from the pit (pottery, brick, tile and clay
pipe) suggest a date of the late 17th to early 18th centuries. The large pit was clearly
cut by the 19th century barn adjacent so an earlier date than the barn is certain.
A piece of glass recovered from the pit was of later date but (as reported by the digger
driver) saltglazed ceramic drainage pipe (of 19th or 20th century type) was found at the
top of this deposit so later re-use as a soakaway is possible. Also the coarse open
texture of the pit fill deposit with many large inclusions and probable voids could have
allowed later intrusive finds to penetrate their way down into the fill.
It might seem unusual that so much potential good building material (pieces of crag and
the large blocks of septaria in particular) have been discarded in a pit rather than
reused. Nearby Orford castle had been extensively quarried for building stone so that
only the keep remains today, the outer curtain walls having been totally removed.
The presence of unstratified human bone on the site is of particular interest and this is
likely to be associated with the church of St Andrew, although this was thought to be
over 50m to the west (SHER site GED 001). It is possible that much of the stone, mortar
pieces and ceramic building material could have come from the demolished church. The
finds might indicate the date of the demolition and this date corresponds closely with the
date of construction of Gedgrave hall itself. The Suffolk HER records that there was a
chapel still at the site of the church until the 17th century and that six skeletons had
been recorded there in the 1960s.
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8.

Archive deposition

All the archive (paper, digital and finds) are held at present with SACIC but will be
presented to Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service after completion of the
project.

9.
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Plate 2. View of trenched area looking south-east (scales = 2m)
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