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Summary 

One hundred and sixteen archaeological evaluation trenches were excavated on land 

off Norwich Road, Barham and Claydon, in order to inform any archaeological 

mitigation strategies associated with an application for outline planning permission. The 

application is for phased development of the erection of up to 300 homes, including 10 

self-build plots, doctor’s surgery site together with associated access including works to 

Church Lane, infrastructure, landscaping and amenity space including an extension to 

the Church grounds (with all matters reserved except for access).

The evaluation was carried out in conjunction with a geophysical survey of the 17.73ha 

site and a detailed analytical report of metal detected finds from the site was also 

commissioned. The metal detected finds were numerous due a history of frequent and 

thoruough collection at the site.

Archaeological deposits were identified in fifty-five of the trenches with the remaining 

sixty-one being empty. Pottery recovered from these deposits shows activity on the site 

from the Neolithic through the Bronze Age and Iron Age. Settlement continued through 

the transition to Roman rule and on into the Anglo-Saxon period. A number of both 

dated and undated ditches were recorded, mainly representing a succession of field 

systems but also a probable Late Iron Age to Roman double ditched enclosure. 

Analysis of the metal detected finds suggests high status Anglo-Saxon activity to the 

east of the site with direct evidence of settlement shown by the excavation of a sunken 

featured building, containing an inhumation which has been radiocarbon dated to the 

late sixth to early seventh centuries, and the identification of a buried dark earth 

deposit. Evidence of further possible structures was identified in the form of a number 

of postholes, again possibly relating to the Anglo-Saxon period.  
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1. Introduction

An archaeological evaluation was carried out on Land off Norwich Road, Barham and 

Claydon, Suffolk (Fig. 1). Work commenced on 24th August 2016 and concluded on 

29th September. The work was carried out in conjunction with a geophysical survey in 

order to assess the potential of the site for the survival of heritage assets prior to an 

application for outline planning permission for phased development of the erection of up 

to 300 homes, including 10 self-build plots, doctor’s surgery site together with 

associated access including works to Church Lane, infrastructure, landscaping and 

amenity space including an extension to the Church grounds (with all matters reserved 

except for access), in accordance with paragraphs 128 and 129 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework. The site is centred on grid reference TM 1330 5081 and is 

between 15m and 45m above Ordnance Datum. The work was carried out to a Written 

Scheme of Investigation by John Craven of Suffolk Archaeology CIC (SACIC, Appendix 

1) which itself adheres to a Brief issued by Faye Minter of Suffolk County Council

Archaeological Service Conservation Team (SCCAS/CT). The work was commissioned 

and funded by Pigeon Investment Management Ltd (Client) and Mr John Cutting 

(Landowner).  

2. Geology and topography

The site occupies 17.73ha of open arable land and is bounded to the south by Church 

Lane, to the west by Norwich Road and to the north and east by further arable land. 

Generally, the site can be described as sitting on a west-southwest facing slope on the 

eastern side of the Gipping valley, extending from approximately 400m to over one 

kilometre from the river itself. The size of the development area is such that local 

topographical changes are evident. The geology of the site is described as bedrock 

deposits of Newhaven Chalk Formation overlain by superficial deposits of Lowestoft 

Formation Diamicton, Lowestoft Formation sand and gravel, Kesgrave Catchment 

Subgroup sand and gravel and River Terrace Deposits of sand and gravel (BGS 2016). 

On site, the geology could be separated into three distinct areas; predominantly mid 

orange or pale yellow sand with occasional gravel furthest upslope to the east, 

becoming more gravelly downslope meeting a central plateau of generally mid yellow 

clay with outcrops of pale yellowish grey chalky clay giving way to chalk with patches of 

pale yellow and mid orange sand in the western, lower half of the site. 
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Figure 2.1. Trench plan   
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Figure 2.2. Trench plan
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Figure 2.3. Trench plan  
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Figure 2.4. Trench plan 
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3. Archaeology and historical background

A search of the County Historic Environment Record (HER) within a 1km radius of the 

site identified forty-three entries (invoice no. 123456) with evidence of human activity 

within the vicinity of the site dating from the Palaeolithic period onwards. An assortment 

of bones, mainly animal but including the top of a partly fossilized human skull, were 

found along with at least two Levallois flakes within deposits on the eastern floodplain of 

the Gipping at a gravel pit, approximately 300m to the west of the site and recorded 

under HER code BRH 023 (Fig. 1). Further to the north, but still on the eastern 

floodplain of the Gipping and c.500m to the northwest of the site, a Mesolithic Tranchet 

axe which had been heavily used, as evidenced by its having been re-sharpened, was 

found during gravel extraction (HER code BRH 012). Flint work dated to the Neolithic 

continues the earlier prehistoric presence near to the site with a re-shaped polished axe 

found 200m to the northeast, BRH 002, and a discoidal knife found 60m to the south, at 

BRH 004. Extensive metal detecting of the site and nearby fields over the previous 

twenty years has led to a wealth of recorded metal finds and these are discussed in 

detail in section 7. Included with these are a Bronze Age double ended awl found on the 

southern part of the site, BRH 027, and a looped and socketed spearhead found 

immediately to the north of the site, BRH 025. Also, a trident patterned palstave, dating 

from the Bronze Age was found immediately to the east of the site in the churchyard, 

BRH 017. 

Work undertaken at Barham quarry c.150m to the north of the site has uncovered 

evidence of settlement from the late Bronze Age through to the Roman period. A 

roundhouse and two ovens or furnaces dating to the Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age 

were uncovered during mineral extraction at Sandy Lane Pit 200m to the north, BRH 

015. To the south of BRH 015 an Iron Age pit approximately 1m in diameter and 

containing sherds of pottery was uncovered during quarrying, BRH 006, while seven 

pottery sherds, bone fragments, heat altered stone and a flint tool were recovered from 

a dark layer during extraction immediately to the northwest, BRH 013. To the north of 

these sites, and approximately 350m to the north of the site and prior to a later phase of 

extraction, a large Iron Age enclosure with four post and other post-built structures and 

numerous pits was excavated (BRH 043). Settlement here was shown to continue into 

the early Roman period with the excavation of a large subdivided enclosure with a 

pottery kiln, pits and post-built structures, including a fourteen post possible barn. A 
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second concentration of Iron Age activity is evident c.200m to the south of the quarry 

and adjacent to and including the western portion of the site itself. Metal detector finds, 

including a gold quarter stater of Addedomaros (BRH 007), have been recorded and 

these are discussed in section 7. Pottery sherds and flint flakes have also been found 

during fieldwalking over fields to the east (BRH 010) and north (BRH 018) of the church 

and over the site itself (BRH 016). Iron Age pits and a scatter of pottery was uncovered 

during an excavation in the church car park before the extension of the churchyard 

(BRH 017). Also recorded during this excavation were Roman ditches and postholes 

alongside pottery and coins. A small excavation across two possible converging roads, 

carried out by Basil Brown, produced samian pottery sherds, roof tile and quern 

fragments as well as an iron mattock and a silver coin, BRH 007, approximately 120m 

to the northeast. 

Roman activity has further been evidenced by metal detector finds and finds scatters 

identified by fieldwalking with metalwork, including brooches and coins, and pottery 

recorded c.130m to the east of the site, BRH 010, and coins and a brooch in the quarry 

to the north, BRH 015. Fieldwalking and metal detecting immediately to the east of the 

site, BRH 018, recovered a scatter of pottery and tile as well as coins, brooches and a 

finger ring. Twenty coins and four brooches have been found during metal detecting in 

the field immediately to the north of BRH 018, and adjacent to the site, at BRH 045. 

Roman pottery sherds and the topstone of a shelly limestone quern were recovered 

from a filled in pond c.800m to the south in neighbouring Claydon, CLY 001. 

The majority of the entries relating to the Anglo-Saxon period are the result of metal 

detecting and fieldwalking. However, a ditch containing sherds of Thetford ware pottery 

was also recorded during the excavation carried out at the church (BRH 017). A coin, a 

brooch and a dress hook and mount have been found by metal detecting immediately to 

the north and northeast of the site (BRH 007, BRH 030 and BRH 045 respectively). 

Fieldwalking to the northeast of the church, approximately 130m from the site, 

recovered sherds of both Ipswich and Thetford ware as well as a silver coin of Edward 

the Confessor (BRH 010) while immediately to the east of the site metal detector finds 

include a coin, a knife and a pin alongside scatters of pottery, at BRH 018. Extensive 

scatters of both pottery and metalwork, including coins, tweezers and a bracelet, have 

been recorded across the higher ground to the east-northeast of the site, at BRH 016. 

Metal detecting across the low ground to the west of the site, and away from the main 
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concentration of Anglo-Saxon activity, has found a small amount of metalwork including 

two brooches and a pendant (BRH 027). Approximately 900m to the south-southeast of 

the site is the now redundant church of St Peter in Claydon (CLY 007) which, although 

predominantly medieval, has a Saxon nave. 

Adjacent to the site on its eastern edge is the church of St Mary and St Peter, now the 

parish church of both Barham and Claydon (BRH 017). Although the church dates 

predominantly from the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries the origins of a church on the 

site are thought to date from the Saxon period. A circular ditched enclosure containing 

medieval pottery is recorded in the field immediately to the east of the church while 

medieval pottery scatters were also found during fieldwalking on the same field (BRH 

010). Two late medieval silver coins and a late medieval bronze jetton have been found, 

along with medieval pottery sherds, whilst metal detecting in the field to the north of the 

church and immediately to the east of the site, at BRH 018. Metal detector finds 

including two more medieval coins, as well as a stud, mount and strap end are recorded 

in the neighbouring field to the north, BRH 045. While the greater number of sites are 

recorded on the higher ground to the east around the church, a significant number of 

medieval coins and other metalwork has been found to the north of the western end of 

the site, on the low ground alongside Norwich Road (BRH 025). Also recorded on the 

lower ground to the west, this time just off the southwestern corner of the site across 

Norwich Road, is the site of a possible medieval moat (BRH 044). This is suggested by 

early Ordnance Survey maps where a parsonage is recorded and the tithe map records 

a glebe with house, lawn, moat and lane. Human remains have been uncovered during 

mineral extraction over a number of years at a site called Chapelfields c.450m to the 

north of the site (BRH 009).  These remains, of men, women and children, were thought 

to be some of the victims of a battle between the Saxons and Danish invaders, 

traditionally thought to have taken place on the site. However, wall footings of a possibly 

rectangular building alongside medieval pottery and glazed floor tiles, and further 

burials, were discovered during an excavation carried out by Basil Brown. Further 

remains have been uncovered in the intervening years with speculation that this may 

represent a medieval plague pit and it is thought that, as suggested by the name, that 

this the site of a chapel rather than a battlefield. 

Metal detected finds from the post-medieval period, including jettons, buttons and 

buckles, have been reported both immediately to the northeast of the site, BRH 018, 
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and also on the west-southwest part of the site itself (BRH 027). With the exception of a 

milestone (BRH Misc) 450m north of the site along Norwich Road, and a chalk pit, lime 

kiln and quarry (CLY 011) 800m to the south-southeast of the site, the remainder of the 

HER entries relating to the post-medieval period are either structural or related to a 

building. Approximately 600m to the east of the site the northern arm of an ornamental 

moat survives at Barham Hall farm (BRH 011) whilst at the nearby Manor farm a 

sixteenth century barn with Victorian additions survives (BRH 052). Into the parish of 

Claydon, c.850m to the south at the rectory is a nineteenth century biblical 

representation garden (CLY 022). Approximately 800m to the north of the site is the 

nineteenth century Shrubland Hall and Italianate garden which sits in the post-medieval 

Shrubland Park (BRH 021). A workhouse was built c.600m to the northeast of the site in 

1766 together with a separate pesthouse and isolation hospital and two cemeteries 

(BRH 038). Although the buildings have been demolished the cemeteries survive with 

an archaeological evaluation carried out in 2012 identifying seventy-six graves (BRH 

054). An eighteenth century bridge over the Gipping is recorded c. 400m to the 

southeast of the site (BLG 015), and is shown on Hodskinson's map of 1783.

Extensive cropmarks have been identified in the fields to the north and east of the 

church and also within the easternmost part of the site (BRH 055). Indeed, a pair of 

ditches identified on aerial photographs roughly correspond to two ditches shown on the 

geophysical survey of the site and later confirmed by excavation. These ditches 

represent just a small part of this cropmark complex with at least two possible 

enclosures identified alongside pits and ditches as well as a trackway and possible ring-

ditch. Further to the north are the smaller cropmarks of a rectilinear enclosure with 

another smaller possible enclosure inside it (BRH 028). On the western side of Norwich 

Road, approximately 50m to the north of the site, a series of earthworks of mainly 

ditches at right angles to the road, extending for 60m away from it and continuing for 

roughly 400m along it, have been recorded (BRH 037). Opposite medieval finds 

scatters and with the superficial appearance of tofts, these have been interpreted as 

being medieval in date. Further to the south, and c.60m from the western edge of the 

site, a pair of banks are visible as earthworks running across the floodplain of the 

Gipping (BRH 057). Although they do not appear on the First Edition Ordnance Survey 

it is thought that these banks relate to post-medieval water management. 
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Figure 4.1. First Edition Ordnance Survey map and trench plan
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Figure 4.2. First Edition Ordnance Survey Map and trench plan  
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Figure 4.3. First Edition Ordnance Survey Map and trench plan
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Figure 4.4. First Edition Ordnance Survey Map and trench plan
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4. Methodology

Work on site began with a geophysical survey carried out using a Bartington Dual-Grad 

601-2 magnetometer and undertaken by Tim Schofield and Ed Palka of SACIC. The 

results of this survey were incorporated into the proposed trench plan with thirty-six of 

the one hundred and sixteen trenches relocated in order to investigate identified 

anomalies (Fig. 3). In total 3533m of trenching was excavated covering an area of 

7440sqm, or 4% of the proposed development area. The trenches, and the geophysical 

survey grid, were located, and heights above Ordnance Datum obtained, using an RTK 

GNSS surveying system (Leica GS08+). 

The trenches were excavated with a 360 degree tracked mechanical excavator fitted 

with a toothless ditching bucket, measuring 2.1m wide, under the constant supervision 

of an experienced archaeologist. The topsoil and any other overburden was removed to 

expose the naturally derived strata below with all upcast material examined for 

artefacts. A non-discriminatory metal detector survey of the trenches and spoil was also 

carried out by an experienced metal detectorist.  

Following excavation, the trenches were described and their soil profiles were cleaned 

by hand and recorded. Potential archaeological deposits were also cleaned by hand, 

investigated and, if necessary, recorded. All deposits were assigned individual context 

numbers using a unique continuous numbering system (Appendix 2). All recording was 

carried out using SACIC pro forma sheets with all sections drawn at a scale of 1:20 and, 

unless stated otherwise, all plans drawn at a scale of 1:50, both on plastic drawing film. 

A full photographic record was also made using a high resolution digital camera.  

Artefacts were retained both from stratified and unstratified contexts across the site and 

bulk environmental samples were collected from suitable deposits. 

In addition to the work on site, analysis of the recorded metal detector finds was carried 

out by Jude Plouviez, formerly of SCCAS/CT, the results of which are incorporated into 

this report in section 7. 
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Site data has been input onto an MS Access database and recorded using the County 

HER code BRH 066. An OASIS form has been completed for the project (reference no. 

suffolka1-260364, Appendix 15) and a digital copy of the report submitted for inclusion 

on the Archaeology Data Service database (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/library/ 

greylit). The site archive will be kept at the SACIC office in Needham Market until it is 

deposited with the County archives under HER code BRH 066. 

5. Results

5.1 Introduction 

The geophysical survey carried out on the site achieved limited results. Most obviously 

shown are the changes in the natural geology and that the post-medieval field 

boundaries, shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1885 (Fig. 4), seem to 

respect those geological changes. The geophysics was most successful on the sand 

and gravel on the highest ground to the east-northeast of the site where some linear 

anomalies were confirmed as ditches and some discrete anomalies were confirmed as 

pits. The survey did not identify every feature that was excavated and did suggest the 

presence of features that were not recognised on site but this is not uncommon unless 

conditions are extremely favourable. Ditches cut into the naturally derived clay, which 

forms a plateau across the centre of the site, were not identified on the survey. This 

may be due in part to the more natural, and less magnetic, silting processes by which 

these ditches were filled. Further downslope to the west-southwest the natural geology 

changes again to become predominantly chalk with widespread silty sand filled run off 

channels; seen on the geophysical plot as a series of linear anomalies running downhill 

and masking any, possibly weaker, archaeological responses. 

Of the one hundred and sixteen trenches, sixty-one contained no archaeological 

features, with the remaining fifty-five presenting deposits ranging in date from the Early 

Bronze Age to the modern era. Descriptions of all the trenches are presented in 

tabulated form in Appendix 3 with more detailed descriptions of the trenches displaying 

positive results presented below. 
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5.2 Trench results 

Deposit 0002 

This was the number assigned to the topsoil over the whole site. Generally, topsoil was 

dark brownish grey loose clayey sandy silt ranging from 0.24m to 0.45m thick. Over the 

central plateau where the naturally derived stratum was clay the topsoil was generally 

less thick and more clay-rich. 

Deposit 0003 

Subsoil was present intermittently across the site and occurred predominantly on the 

higher ground to the east-northeast of the site over the superficial deposits of sand and 

gravel. It was absent over the central clay plateau before appearing sporadically 

downslope to the west-southwest. Here, subsoil was generally only present where the 

naturally derived chalk gave way to sand and occasional gravel. Isolated areas of deep 

colluvial deposits were present on the lower reaches of the site, particularly alongside 

the road in the western corner and along the north western headland, but it was not 

widespread. Generally described as mid brown silty sand with occasional small stones 

and assigned context number 0003, it did vary slightly across the site, becoming more 

orange brown to the west northwest where its presence could be attributed to downhill 

soil creep.  

Deposit 0093 

This was initially identified during the machining of Trench 11 and later recognised in 

Trenches 3, 4 and 9 where, in places, it had been machined away during the excavation 

of those trenches. An extension to the southern end of Trench 12 identified the deposit’s 

northern extent and its western extent was shown by an extension to Trench 11 and 

also within Trench 10, it did not extend further to the south than Trench 9 or appear in 

Trench 2 to the northeast. The deposit’s possible extents are shown as a dashed line 

on figure 2.4. The layer varied in thickness from 0.2m in Trenches 3 and 4 to 0.5m in 

the sondage excavated in Trench 11 and was encountered between 0.45m and 0.6m 

below present ground levels. Described as dark brownish grey silty sand with 

occasional to moderate small stones and bone fragments and occasional to very 

occasional CBM fragments and pottery sherds it was interpreted as a possible 

occupation layer or spread of midden material.  
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Trench 1 

Aligned north-northeast to south-southwest and with topsoil 0.24m thick and 0.2m of 

subsoil overlying dark orange and yellow sand and silty sand naturally derived stratum, 

this trench was moved to target three discrete geophysical anomalies, including a very 

large response at the south-southwest end of the trench. No archaeological evidence 

for these three anomalies was identified but this trench did contain a single northeast 

southwest orientated ditch, 0004. This was 0.83m wide and shallow, 0.11m deep, with a 

concave profile and was filled with mid greyish brown firm silty clayey sand with 

moderate to frequent small stones and chalk nodules (deposit 0005). It is likely that this 

ditch forms a post-medieval field boundary as shown on the First Edition Ordnance 

Survey map. 

Trench 2 

This trench was north-northwest south-southeast orientated, as set out on the initial 

proposed trench plan, and sloped gently down to the south at the southern end. Topsoil 

here was 0.28m thick and overlaid 0.1m of subsoil with a naturally derived base of dark 

yellowish brown slightly clayey sand.  

At the northern end of this trench what was initially thought to be half a large pit 

containing small bone fragments was identified. Subsequent excavation of the pit 

(context number 0012) uncovered part of an articulated human skeleton (0015) and so 

consequently 5m of this end of the trench was extended by 4m to the west in order to 

expose the extent of the pit to allow the full excavation of the inhumation (Figs. 5 and 6 

and Pls. 1 to 4).  

The skeleton was lying supine on the base of the pit with its shoulders to the west and 

legs to the east. The skull had been removed and placed at the knees while the lower 

legs were lying face down with the feet below the thighs. The left arm and hand was 

lying by the left side with the right arm lying across the body and the right hand over the 

left. The skeleton is fully described in section 6.11. 

The extension of the trench to reveal the full extent of the pit revealed it to be roughly 

rectangular with rounded corners with possible postholes identified on the southern and 

northern edges. Excavation showed the posthole on the southern edge (0315) to be 

sub-circular, 0.5m in diameter and 0.58m deep with a near vertical straight southern 



23 

edge, a less steep convex northern edge and a concave base. A single deposit filled the 

posthole, mid greyish brown loose silty sand with occasional small flints (0316). 

Confirmation of the posthole meant the northern half of the Sunken Featured Building 

(SFB) was excavated in two quadrants with the filling deposits being sieved for finds. 

The possible posthole on the northern edge (0311) was confirmed as having a similar 

profile to 0315 on the southern edge but being slightly smaller at 0.35m in diameter and 

slightly deeper, 0.62m. It was also filled with one deposit, mid to dark brownish grey 

loose silty sand with occasional small flints (0312). A further possible posthole was 

recorded on the western edge of the SFB (0313). This was sub-circular with steep sides 

and a concave base and filled with mid to dark mottled orangey brown loose silty sand 

(0314) but its edges were unclear and it was decided that it was not a posthole but 

actually animal disturbance. 

The SFB had shallow sloping sides around the southern edges from the southwest to 

the east with the remainder having very steep slightly rounded sides, the base was very 

slightly concave (Pls. 5 and 6). Two fills were identified; an upper fill of dark brownish 

grey soft silty sand with very occasional charcoal flecks and flints (0013 in the southern 

half, 0307 in the northeast quadrant and 0309 in the northwest) and a lower fill of pale to 

mid greyish brown soft silty sand (0014 in the southern half and containing skeleton 

0015, 0308 in the northeast quadrant and 0310 in the northwest). 

The extension of the trench also revealed the corner of another feature to the northwest 

of SFB 0012 but this was left unexcavated. 

At the southern end of the trench a single isolated posthole was excavated (0024). This 

was sub-circular, 0.38m in diameter and 0.3m deep with very steep concave sides and 

a concave base and was filled with dark brownish grey friable silty sand with occasional 

small pebbles and charcoal flecks (0025). 

Naturally occurring silty sand patches were evident in a number of the trenches in the 

east-northeast part of the site and in order to characterise them a sondage (0009) was 

excavated in Trench 2 to the south of the SFB. The deposit was recorded as being pale 

brownish grey slightly silty sand with frequent pebbles (0010). 
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Plate 1.  Skeleton 0015 in SFB 0012, 2m scale looking north-northwest 

Plate 2.  Skeleton 0015 1m and 0.5m scales looking south 
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Plate 3.  Skeleton 0015, 1m and 0.5m scales looking west 

Plate 4.  Skeleton 0015, 1m and 0.5m scales looking east 
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Plate 5.  SFB 0012, 1m scales looking south-southeast 

Plate 6.  SFB 0012 fully excavated, 1m scales looking north 
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Figure 5. Trench 2, plan and sections.  
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Figure 6. Skeleton 0015 and SFB 0012, Trench 2.  
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Trench 3 

This trench was aligned west-southwest east-northeast and was up to 0.8m deep, with 

topsoil being up to 0.45m thick. Although not recognised until after the features had 

been excavated deposit 0093 was identified as being up to 0.2m thick below the subsoil 

throughout the trench and was directly over the naturally derived pale yellowish orange 

sand and gravel, and sealing all the archaeological deposits present within this trench 

with the exception of pit 0174. Three features were excavated in this trench with a fourth 

identified in the trench edge. Ditch 0016 was aligned north-northeast south- southwest 

roughly centrally across the trench. It was 0.94m wide and 0.38m deep and had fairly 

steeply sloping straight sides and a very narrow concave base forming a shallow V-

shape. It was filled with pale to mid greyish brown friable sandy silt with occasional 

small stones (0017) and contained both worked flint and pottery sherds. Approximately 

3m to the west was ditch 0018. This was north-northwest south-southeast aligned, up to 

1.2m wide and 0.55m deep with fairly steeply sloping straight sides and a narrow 

concave base forming a broad V-shaped profile. This ditch was filled with pale to mid 

grey friable sandy silt with occasional small stones (0019) and also contained worked 

flint and pottery sherds. 

Also excavated in this trench was 0020, this extended into the southern trench edge 

and may have represented a pit or a possible ditch terminus. It was 0.75m wide and 

0.25m deep with fairly steeply sloping concave sides and a broad concave base and 

was filled with mid to dark greyish brown silty sand with occasional small stones (0021). 

Not recognised during machining but identified later in the southern trench edge was pit 

0174. This was 1.5m wide and 0.45m deep with concave sides and a concave base and 

was filled with mid to dark brownish grey friable silty sand with frequent small stones 

(0175). This pit appeared to cut layer 0093 and can therefore be loosely attributed to the 

Saxon period. 

Trench 4 

Two ditches were identified on the geophysical survey extending into the site from its 

eastern boundary forming a possible enclosure in the eastern edge of the site and this 

trench was moved 12m to the north in order to confirm and sample them. The trench 

was aligned north-northwest south-southeast while, here, the ditches were aligned 

west-southwest east-northeast (Fig. 7). The topsoil here was 0.35m thick while subsoil 

was up to 0.2m thick over layer 0093 which was up to 0.2m thick. Again, deposit 0093 
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was not recognised during the initial machining but was identified later and was directly 

over the naturally derived mid orange sand and gravel and again sealed both ditches 

present in this trench, however, its relationship with pit 0026 was unclear.  

The presence of the ditches was confirmed with both ditches also demonstrating that 

they had been re-cut. The outer enclosure ditch to the north of the trench was 0038. 

This was 1.95m wide and 0.45m deep with gradually sloping concave sides and a broad 

concave base. It was filled with pale to mid yellowish brown friable silty sand with 

occasional small stones (0039) and produced worked flint and bone fragments. This 

ditch had been re-cut on its southern edge by ditch 0022. This was 1.4m wide and 0.4m 

deep with also had gradually sloping concave sides and a broad concave base. It was 

filled with a similar deposit to ditch 0022, mid yellowish brown friable silty sand (0023) 

which produced worked flint and pottery sherds. The inner enclosure ditch 

approximately 10m to the south was 0033 (Pl. 7). This was 1m wide and 0.5m deep with 

steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base and was filled with mid yellowish 

brown friable silty sand with frequent small stones, including worked flint (0034). This 

ditch had been re-cut on its northern edge by ditch 0035 which was 2.3m wide and 

0.65m deep with steep concave sides, particularly on its southern edge, and a generally 

flat base. It was filled with two deposits; an upper fill of mid yellowish brown friable silty 

sand and gravel (0037) over a lower fill of pale to mid yellowish brown friable silty sand 

(0036) which contained worked flint. 

A small sub-circular pit (0026) with gradually sloping concave sides and a concave base 

was also excavated approximately 5m to the south of the inner enclosure ditch. This 

was filled with very dark brownish grey friable silty sand with frequent flints and charcoal 

flecks (0027). 

Trench 5 

This trench was aligned east-northeast west-southwest with 0.35m of topsoil over 

0.18m of subsoil directly over the naturally derived mid orange sand and gravel, deposit 

0093 did not extend as far south as this trench. An oval pit extended 1.3m into the 

eastern end of the trench from its southern edge. What was visible in the trench 

suggests that the pit was oval, 0.87m wide and 0.46m with very steep, almost vertical, 

straight sides with a sharp break of slope to a generally flat base. It was filled with dark 
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brownish grey sandy silt with frequent inclusions of sub-angular flint (0049) which 

produced pottery sherds and  

Plate 7.  Ditches 0033 and 0035, Trench 4, 1m scale looking west 

worked flint. Two postholes were also excavated towards the western end of the trench 

approximately 1.95m apart (0050 and 0052), both were sub-circular with very steep 

sides and concave bases. They were both filled with very dark brownish grey friable silty 

sand (0051 and 0053) and were also quite similar in size and depth; 0050 was 0.24m in 

diameter and 0.18m deep and 0052 was 0.33m in diameter and 0.25m deep. 

Trench 6 

Next to the road on the southern edge of the site, this trench was orientated north-

northwest south-southeast with 0.35m of topsoil and 0.35m of subsoil over naturally 

derived very pale greyish yellow slightly clayey sand. At the far south end of the trench 

was an east west aligned ditch (0101) with moderately sloping straight sides down to a 

narrow concave base (Fig. 8 and Pl. 8). Filled with gleyed grey silty sand (0102), this 

ditch was 0.7m wide and 0.2m deep. Approximately 2.5m to the north of this ditch was a 

row of three postholes, aligned west-southwest east-northeast across the trench and 

approximately 0.5m apart (0095, 0097 and 0099). They were all around 0.3m in 

diameter and 0.1 to 0.14m deep and were all filled with gleyed grey silty sand with 

occasional charcoal flecks (0096, 0098 and 0100). Another ditch running diagonally 
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along the trench was present (0319). This was aligned roughly north south and was 

shown on the geophysics to likely be the same ditch as 0158 in Trench 7 and remained 

unexcavated. 

Plate 8.  Trench 6 southern end, looking south-southeast 

Trench 7 

To the north-northwest of Trench 6, this trench was aligned west-southwest east-

northeast with 0.3m of topsoil and 0.3m of subsoil over pale yellow naturally derived 

sand. Two ditches were excavated in this trench, shown on the geophysical survey as 

being the inner and outer possible enclosure ditches and both orientated roughly north-

northwest south-southeast (Fig. 9). Ditch 0158 was approximately 5m from the eastern 

end of the trench and represents the likely inner ditch of the potential enclosure. 

Roughly 0.8m wide and 0.45m deep this ditch had fairly steep concave sides and a 

concave base and it was filled with mid to dark greyish brown soft silty sand with 

occasional small stones and very occasional charcoal flecks (0159). Ditch 0317 was 

9.5m to the west of 0158, was 1.52m wide and 0.4m deep and was filled with mid brown 

silty sand with occasional charcoal flecks (Pl. 9).   
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Plate 9.  Ditch 0317 Trench 7, 1m scale looking south 

Trench 8 

Trench 8 was orientated north-northwest south-southeast and was to the north-

northwest of Trench 7. Topsoil here was 0.42m thick with 0.09m of dark orange brown 

slightly clayey silty sand subsoil over mid orange naturally derived clay. Two gullies 

meeting at a 90-degree angle and possibly forming one feature, were recorded in this 

trench with slots excavated in both, 0054 and 0056 (Fig.10). Gully 0054 was east west 

aligned, 0.4m wide and 0.13m deep and extended out of the eastern trench edge for 2m 

before turning to the north to become north south orientated and 0056, where it was 

0.24m wide and 0.06m deep. Both gullies had gradually sloping rounded sides and 

concave bases and were filled with mid to dark greyish brown friable silty sand (0055 

and 0057). It is possible that these two gullies may be beam slots and represent the 

corner of a building but it was impossible to confirm this within the confines of an 

evaluation trench. Two unexcavated features also recorded in this trench may support 

this interpretation, a possible floor surface and a possible posthole, both occurring 

within the L-shape formed by the two gullies (Pl. 10). Posthole 0060 was sub-circular in 

plan, 0.22m in diameter and filled with mid to dark greyish brown silty sand and was 

0.6m to the north of the corner and against 0056. Possible floor surface 0062 extended 

for 1.1m north to south and for 0.85m east to west and was against gully 0056 and 

almost surrounding posthole 0060. It did not extend as far to the south as gully 0054. 

This was pale greyish brown clay with occasional small flints and moderate chalk flecks 
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and was recorded as a possible floor surface due to its difference to the surrounding 

naturally derived clay and because it was ‘enclosed’ by the two gullies. However, it may 

just represent a difference within the naturally derived clay, similar material is present 

elsewhere on site. 

Plate 10.  Gullies and possible floor surface Trench 8, 1m scale looking south 

Trench 9 

This trench was west-southwest east-northeast orientated and was moved 20m to the 

east-northeast in order to further sample the potential double ditched enclosure and 

also to target a large anomaly, both identified on the geophysical survey. Although it 

was not recognised during the initial excavation of this trench, deposit 0093 was later 

identified as being present and up to 0.32m thick and was over pale greyish yellow 

naturally derived coarse sand. Subsoil in this trench was up to 0.22m thick with topsoil 

being 0.36m thick. Three ditches were recorded in this trench, 0042 (also recorded as 

0044), 0046 and 0063. Extending for approximately 4.2m from the east-northeast end of 

the trench, orientated east to west and not visible on the geophysical survey was ditch 

0042. This was up to 1m wide and 0.2m deep with fairly steeply sloping rounded sides  
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and a broad slightly concave base. It was cut at its eastern end by pit 0040. Only a 

small corner of this feature was within the bounds of the trench but what was visible 

suggested that it was a sub-circular to oval pit with steep sides and a flat base. It was 

filled with dark brownish-grey loose sandy silt with frequent gravel inclusions (0041) and 

produced no finds. The filling deposits of the ditch varied from dark brownish-grey firm 

silty sand (0043) where it was cut by pit 0040 to pale greyish-orange friable silty sand 

(0045). At its western end ditch 0042 (recorded here as 0044 filled with 0045) was cut 

by north-northwest south-southeast orientated ditch 0046. This represents the inner 

ditch of the pair of enclosure ditches identified on the geophysical survey. With 

gradually sloping sides and a slightly rounded base, this had an upper fill of mid to dark 

brownish orange friable silty sand (0047) over a basal fill of pale brownish grey firm 

slightly sandy silt with frequent iron panning (0066). Approximately 9m to the west-

southwest was the outer ditch, recorded as 0063 in this trench. This was also aligned 

north-northwest south-southeast and had gradually sloping sides which became steep 

and slightly concave with a gradual break of slope to a slightly concave base. Again this 

was filled with two deposits; an upper fill of pale to mid brownish grey soft silty sand with 

frequent iron panning and very occasional charcoal flecks (0064) over a basal fill of dark 

brownish grey soft silty sand with frequent iron panning and very occasional charcoal 

flecks (0065). Although it was not recognised when these ditches were excavated 

deposit 0093 could be seen sealing, and thus post-dating, them. Between the two 

ditches, 1.5m to the west of 0046, was a potentially oval pit which extended into the 

northern trench edge. With gradually sloping slightly concave sides and a flat base it is 

possible that this represented a ditch terminus although this was unclear. This was filled 

with mid to dark brownish grey firm silty sand with very occasional charcoal flecks and 

produced seven sherds of pottery along with both worked and heat altered flint. This 

feature’s relationship with deposit 0093 was also unclear.  

To the west of the ditches, and recognised initially as cutting from a higher level, later 

identified as 0093, were three pits. These all had gradually sloping concave sides and 

concave bases and were aligned roughly east west along the trench. They also 

coincided with a large dark anomaly on the geophysical survey. The westernmost pit 

(0069) was the smallest at 0.86m in diameter and 0.26m deep with the adjacent 0071 

being 0.95m in diameter and 0.29m deep. The edges on all three of these pits were 

very unclear and it is possible that 0103 to the west was overdug. This was 0.5m deep, 

measured 1.8m across and extended for 1.5m into the trench from under the northern 
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trench edge. All three pits were filled with similar material, dark greyish brown soft silty 

sand (0070, 0072 and 0104) with pits 0071 (0072) and 0103 (0104) both containing 

fragments of metalworking slag. 

Trench 10 

This was aligned north-northwest south- southwest with 0.35m thick topsoil and 0.3m of 

subsoil over pale yellow and mid orange gravelly sand. Although no features were 

excavated here, the edge of deposit 0093 was identified in the far northeastern corner 

of this trench. 

Trench 11 

This trench was orientated west-southwest east-northeast and was on a gentle 

southwest facing slope just to the south of a small crest towards the northeast corner of 

the site. The trench was moved 9m to the northeast in order to target two potential 

ditches identified by the geophysical survey. However, deposit 0093 was recognised 

directly below the topsoil, which was 0.45m thick. No features could be identified cutting 

the deposit, which was present throughout the trench. In order to determine the extent 

of the deposit, Trench 11 was extended by 15m to the west-southwest and an additional 

30m trench excavated to the south-southeast from the middle of Trench 11. The 

western extent was found within the extension however a southern boundary could not 

be determined. This prompted a re-examination of the soil profiles of the nearby 

trenches and led to the identification of 0093 within Trenches 3, 4 and 9. A single 1m 

square test pit was excavated within the trench in order to establish the depth of the 

deposit, collect an environmental sample and recover finds (Pl. 11). 

Trench 12 

This trench was aligned north-northwest south-southeast over a crest towards the 

northeastern corner of the site and was also extended by 8m to the south-southeast in 

order to define the northern extent of deposit 0093. The topsoil was 0.35m thick and 

was directly over the mid orange naturally derived sand and gravel except for at the 

southern end where deposit 0093 began, just to the south of the crest. The trench had 

initially been moved 5m to the south-southeast from its proposed location to target a 

geophysical anomaly which could not be identified following excavation. However, a 

single ditch was recorded towards the northern end of the trench (0235). This was 

shallow, only 0.1m deep and 0.47m wide, with gradually sloping concave sides and a 



41 

concave base and was filled with mid orangey brown soft sandy silt (0236). Although 

this ditch is not visible on the geophysical survey it does correspond with the boundary 

shown on the First Edition to which ditch 0004 was attributed and it is therefore 

reasonable to suggest that 0235 and 0004 are the same ditch. 

Plate 11.  Sondage in deposit 0093 and extension to Trench 11, 1m scale looking south-
southeast 

Trench 13 

This was west-southwest east-northeast orientated with topsoil 0.35m thick and 0.15m 

of subsoil over the mid yellow naturally derived sand and gravel. The proposed trench 

location sampled a large geophysical anomaly which was found to be a large piece of 
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modern iron within extensive modern disturbance. No deposits of any archaeological 

interest were encountered within this trench. 

Trench 17 

Three ditches and a large pit were recorded in this trench, none of which could be seen 

on the geophysical survey. The trench was aligned west-southwest east-northeast with 

0.4m of topsoil and up to 0.2m of subsoil over mid orange naturally derived sand and 

gravel. Centrally within the trench and aligned north-northwest south-southeast was a 

narrow gully, 0.4m wide and 0.1m deep, with very steep slightly concave sides and a 

flat base, filled with very loose dark brownish grey silty sand with very occasional small 

charcoal flecks (0075) which produced a single sherd of pottery. Prior to excavation it 

had been suggested that this may represent a beam slot or part of a structure, however, 

excavation could neither confirm nor deny this. Approximately 3m to the west was 

another ditch following the same alignment (0077). This narrowed from 1.25m wide at 

the northern trench edge to 0.7m wide at the drawn section to the south. It was 0.14m 

deep with slightly irregular steeply sloping sides with a gradual break of slope to a flat 

base. A further parallel ditch is recorded c.4m to the west, with a similar profile this was 

0.5m wide and 0.14m deep. Both ditches were filled with similar deposits, loose dark 

greyish brown sandy silt with frequent small rounded flint pebbles, (0078 and 0080) and 

neither produced any finds. A large shallow pit (0085) which extended 1.95m into the 

trench at the western end and was 3.2m wide and 0.16m deep, produced a large 

assemblage of prehistoric pottery. It had very steep slightly concave sides and a flat 

base and was filled with very pale orangey grey silty sand (0086). 

Trench 19 

Trench 19 was west-southwest east-northeast orientated and was on the southern edge 

of the site alongside Church Lane towards the western edge of the higher ground at the 

top of the site. The topsoil here was 0.36m thick and at the eastern end of the trench 

was directly over the mid yellow to orange naturally derived coarse sand. Towards the 

western end of the trench the natural stratum began to slope gently downhill and by the 

end of the trench a subsoil layer 0.24m thick had built up. 

This was the busiest trench on the site archaeologically containing twenty features; two 

pits, three stakeholes, four ditches and eleven postholes (Fig. 11 and Pl. 15). Extending 

into the trench by 0.3m from the southern trench edge was pit 0113 (Pl. 12). This was 
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1.1m wide and 0.36m deep with very steep concave sides, a gently rounded base and 

three filling deposits. The central main fill of the pit was very dark brown to black silty 

sand with moderate sub-angular stones (0114) which contained pottery sherds along 

with both worked and heat altered flint and stone. Around the edges of the pit were two 

deposits which were probably naturally derived slumping; on the northeast edge of the 

pit was a deposit of gleyed grey silty sand with some yellow clay (0115) while on the 

southwest edge was a dark orangey brown coarse sand deposit with frequent stones 

(0116), neither of which produced any finds. 

Plate 12.  Pit 0113 Trench 19, 1m scale looking south-southeast 

To the west of the pit, orientated roughly east to west was stakehole group 0268 (Pl. 

13). This was made up of three stakeholes (0117, 0119 and 0121) spaced 

approximately 0.5m apart. They were all similar in both size and shape, being sub-

circular with concave sides and base and ranging from 0.25m to 0.18m in diameter and 

0.1m and 0.06m in depth, and were all filled with mid grey silty sand (0118, 0120 and 

0122). 
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To the west of this stakehole group was posthole group 0143 (Pl. 14). This comprised 

eight postholes arranged in two rows c.0.5m apart and aligned roughly north south. The 

postholes were all sub-circular with steep concave sides and concave bases and were 

all filled with mid grey brown silty sand (0242, 0244, 0246, 0248, 0250, 0252, 0254 and 

0256). Seven of the postholes were similar in size ranging from 0.33m to 0.46m in 

diameter and 0.18m to 0.26m in depth (0241, 0243, 0245, 0249, 0251, 0253 and 0255) 

with the eighth (0247) being 0.25m wide and 0.08m deep. Due to the limited size of the 

trench it was unclear whether these two groups were related. Three further postholes 

aligned east west were recorded to the west of group 0143 (0269, 0271 and 0278); all 

roughly similar in size and shape to the majority of group 0143 with similar filling 

deposits (0270, 0272 and 0279). Stratigraphic relationships were recorded for two of 

these postholes; both 0271 and 0278 cut, and were therefore later than, ditch 0273 

while posthole 0278 was cut by, and earlier than, ditch 0284.  

Plate 13.  Stakehole group 0268 Trench 19, 1m scale looking south 

Ditch 0273 was the earliest feature stratigraphically and had moderately shallow sloping 

concave sides, a concave base and curved across the trench. It was filled with pale,  
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Plate 14.  Posthole group 0143 Trench 19, 1m scale looking south-southeast 

slightly washed brown silty sand (0274, 0295 and 0299) and was c.0.9m wide and 

0.26m deep. Orientated east west, ditch 0284, which cut posthole 0278, had moderately 

steep straight sides and a narrow concave base and was filled with mid brown silty sand 

(0285). The possibility that this ditch terminated to the east of posthole 0278 was 

suggested but it was unclear and could not be confirmed. This ditch was cut to the 

south by ditch 0282; this ran diagonally across Trench 19, aligned east west. It was 

difficult to see in some areas due to a spread of fired clay and dark, charcoal rich 

material (0155, probably within fill 0281 of pit 0280) and showed heavy animal 

disturbance. The sides, where identified, were moderately steep and relatively straight 

and the base was concave. It was approximately 1.1m wide and 0.52m deep and was 
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filled with dark brown silty sand with frequent small stones (0283, 0297 and 0298). It 

was cut on its southern edge by pit 0280. 

Plate 15.  Trench 19, 1m scale looking west-southwest 
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Figure 11. Trench 19, plan and sections. 
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Interpreted as a pit, 0280 was the most recent feature in the sequence of intercutting 

deposits centrally within Trench 19. This was mainly identified in section and the full 

extent of the feature and its dimensions and shape were not able to be ascertained. 

Where visible, its sides were moderately steep and its base was concave, it was 0.4m 

deep and was filled with dark brown silty sand (0281), with frequent darker patches, and 

included deposit 0155; very dark brownish grey to black silty sand with frequent fired 

clay flecks and fragments. 

To the west of this pit was ditch 0304. This extended into the trench from the southern 

trench edge for 1.25m before terminating. It was northwest southeast aligned with 

gradually sloping concave sides and a concave base. It was 0.94m wide and 0.26m 

deep and was filled with mixed mid brown silty sand and orange sand with frequent 

stones and animal disturbance towards the base (0305). 

Interpretation of the features in Trench 19 was hindered by the similarity of the filling 

deposits, the amount of features intersecting at one point in the trench and the confined 

nature of the trench itself. 

Trench 20 

This trench was to the west of Trench 19 and was aligned north-northwest south-

southeast. At its northern end the trench had 0.3m of topsoil directly over the mid 

orange naturally derived sand and gravel. The natural stratum sloped gently down to 

towards the south where subsoil up to 0.1m thick had built up. This was over a deposit 

of material up to 0.44m thick and similar to 0093, dark brownish grey loose silty sand 

(0257). This appeared to be accumulating from below the crest of a gentle slope, again 

similar to deposit 0093, and extended into the trench for 8.3m from the southern end. A 

single discrete feature (0300) was recorded in this trench, cutting layer 0257. This was a 

small sub-circular pit, c.0.68m in diameter and 0.11m deep, with gently sloping concave 

sides and a slightly concave base. It was filled with mid brownish grey friable silty sand 

with frequent charcoal and fired clay flecks and occasional small stones, and also 

contained a large dump of fired clay (0301). 

Trench 21 

Trench 21 was to the north 0f Trench 20 and was west-southwest east-northeast 

orientated. The topsoil here was 0.3m with 0.1m of subsoil over the pale yellow naturally 

derived sharp sand and gravel. This trench was moved 5m to the northwest from its 
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proposed location to target a large geophysical anomaly. This anomaly was identified as 

a large pit encompassing 4.5m of the western end of the trench, and extending out of 

the trench to the north, south and west (0260). A 1m wide slot orientated west-

southwest east-northeast was excavated through this down to a depth of 0.9m from the 

top of the topsoil where a curving edge was visible at the western end. From here a 

sondage measuring 1.4m from the western edge was excavated to a depth of 1.74m 

from the top of the topsoil or 1.2m from the base of the trench. Excavation was halted at 

this depth due to safety reasons and augering for a further 0.6m failed to find the base. 

Another sondage was excavated to a depth of 0.4m from the base of the trench at the 

eastern end of the feature to find and confirm a returning edge to the pit. Excavation 

confirmed the pit to have very steep, almost vertical, straight sides with a shallow 

sloping lip around the top. It also suggested the pit was sub-circular to oval and at least 

4.8m wide at the top of the lip with the ‘central’ shaft being 2.6m wide. The first deposit 

excavated was 0262, a dark yellowish brown soft silty sand, which was interpreted on 

site as being the fill of an oval pit (0261) which was cutting pit 0260 but it seems more 

likely that this represents a buried soil slumping into the top of the large pit following its 

backfilling. Four further deposits were recorded as filling pit 0260; an upper fill of mid 

orangey brown clayey silt with frequent medium to large stones (0263), a central fill of 

mid to dark orangey brown soft silty sand with occasional charcoal flecks and 

occasional small to medium stones (0265) over a lower fill of pale to mid brownish 

orange silty sand with very occasional small stones (0264) with a possible slumping of 

mid orangey brown firm silty sand with frequent medium to large stones around the 

edges (0266). Large ‘shaft-like’ features thought to be related to solution hollows in the 

underlying chalk have been found in the vicinity. Too little of this feature was revealed to 

confirm if this is similar. 

At the western end of the trench ditch 0172. This was north-northwest south-southeast 

aligned, 1.1m wide and 0.26m deep with gradually sloping concave sides and a 

concave base. It had indistinct edges and was filled with mid yellowish brown soft silty 

sand with few inclusions (0173). 

Trench 22 

Located to the north of Trench 21, this trench was north-northwest south-southeast 

aligned with 0.35m of topsoil and 0.15m of subsoil over the mid orangey yellow naturally 

derived sand and gravel. Orientated northeast southwest at the southern end of the 



50 

trench was ditch 0125. This was 1.38m wide and 0.24m deep with gradually sloping 

concave sides, a broad concave base and was filled with mid orangey brown friable silty 

sand (0126). Approximately 2.5m to the north was east west aligned ditch 0123. This 

was 1.8m wide and 0.36m deep with a similar profile to ditch 0125 and was filled with 

mid greyish brown loose silty gravelly sand (0124). To the north was a third, north south 

orientated, ditch (0127) which was filled with mid greyish brown friable silty sand with 

frequent small flints and stones (0128). This ditch was remained unexcavated in this 

trench because it was assumed to be the same ditch as 0176 approximately 20m to the 

north in Trench 23. 

Trench 23 

This was east-northeast west-southwest orientated and was moved 11m to the south to 

target a geophysical anomaly, which was not identified following excavation of the 

trench. The trench was 0.34m deep with topsoil directly over the mid orange sharp sand 

and gravel natural stratum. Ditch 0176 was the only feature identified in this trench; it 

was 1.39m wide and 0.36m deep, had concave sides and a flat base and was filled with 

mid orangey brown loose silty sand with occasional small to medium rounded stones 

(0177). 

Trench 24 

North-northwest south-southeast aligned, this trench again contained a single feature. A 

single northeast southwest orientated ditch, 0156, crossed the trench towards its 

northern end. Below the topsoil, which was 0.4m thick, and 0.4m of subsoil, and cutting 

the naturally derived pale brownish yellow stony sand, this ditch was 0.8m wide, 0.26m 

deep and filled with mid brownish orange silty sand (0157). 

Trench 25 

The initial machine excavation of this east-northeast west-southwest orientated trench 

identified a single ditch aligned perpendicular to the trench at its eastern end (0081) 

below 0.35m of topsoil and 0.1m of subsoil. This was 1.26m wide and 0.45m deep with 

slightly concave moderately sloping sides and a gently rounded base. It was filled with 

four deposits; its upper fill was mid brown silty sand with frequent small to medium 

stones (0090).  This was over two central fills, the upper of which was mid brown sandy 

silt with very occasional small stones (0089), below this was orangey brown silty sand 

with frequent small to medium pebbles (0088). The basal fill was mid brown silty sand 
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with frequent medium pebbles (0082). An unconvincing change in the natural stratum 

from mid orange sand and gravel to the east of ditch 0081 prompted a re-machining of 

the trench to the west of ditch 0081. This revealed a large pit, approximately 16m 

across, encompassing the majority of Trench 25 (0267) which also coincided with the 

large anomaly on the geophysical survey which the trench had been moved in order to 

target. A large sondage was machine excavated through this pit to a depth of 1.9m 

when it was augered to a further 0.9m without reaching the base (Pl. 16). The eastern 

edge of the pit was clearly visible in the sondage and was slightly rounded and 

moderately steeply sloping but its western edge was unclear. The upper fill of the pit 

(0286) was homogenous mid brown silty sand with occasional small stones and the 

interface between this and the subsoil above was diffuse. This was over two further 

fairly homogenous layers; mid to dark brown silty sand with occasional small to medium 

sized pebbles (0287) over pale to mid brown silty sand with moderate amounts of small 

to medium sized pebbles (0288). Overlain by 0288 was a deposit of pale to mid orangey 

brown slightly silty sand with occasional small stones (0289). Against the eastern edge 

was a deposit of mid to dark brownish grey silty sand with occasional to moderate small 

stones (0290). Similarities can be drawn between this pit and pit 0260 in Trench 21, and 

may also suggest, based on the geophysical survey results, that a similar feature was 

not identified in Trench 23. 

Plate 16.  Pit 0267 Trench 25, 1m scale looking south- southwest 



52 

A small sub-circular pit c.0.5m to the west of 0267 was also uncovered during the re-

machining of Trench 25 (0275). This had near vertical sides and a sharp break of slope 

to a flat base which was slightly deeper at the western end and was c.057m in diameter 

and 0.24m deep. It was filled with very dark brownish grey silty sand with occasional to 

moderate small sub-angular and sub-rounded flint pebbles (0276). 

Trench 26 

This trench was aligned north-northwest south-southeast on the northern edge of the 

site sloping down to the south-southeast. Topsoil was 0.36m thick and at the northern 

end of the trench it was directly over the naturally derived mid orange sand and gravel. 

A subsoil deposit began around halfway along the trench and was 0.24m thick by the 

southern end of the trench. Ditch 0083 was 0.82m wide by 0.24m deep with moderately 

sloping rounded sides and a flat base, was filled with pale yellowish brown silty sand 

(0084) and was the only feature recorded in this trench. This ditch does correspond 

roughly with the boundary shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map to which 

ditches 0004 and 0235, in Trenches 1 and 12, respectively have been attributed. It is 

reasonable to assume that they are all the same ditch. 

Trench 29 

Trench 29 was east-northeast west-southwest orientated and was 0.51m deep with 

0.36m of topsoil and 0.15m of subsoil over mid brownish yellow naturally derived sand 

and gravel. The First Edition shows a field boundary to the west of the trench and 

running perpendicular to it and this shown on the geophysical survey. Also shown on 

the geophysics is a potential parallel ditch to the east suggesting the post-medieval 

boundary had a ditch to both the east and west. Two ditches were excavated in this 

trench; 0291 towards the western end of the trench and, more centrally, 0293 

approximately 5m to the east. The western ditch, 0291, coincides with the potential ditch 

identified by the geophysics. It was 1m wide by 0.26m deep with steeply sloping slightly 

rounded sides and a slightly rounded base and was filled with dark grey silty sand 

(0292) and, although no dateable finds were recovered from the ditch, it was interpreted 

as being likely post-medieval due to the nature of the filling deposit. Ditch 0293 to the 

east was less convincing as a feature due to both its irregular shape and profile and its 

filling deposit. It was 1.7m wide and 0.2m deep and was filled with mid brownish orange 
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clayey sandy silt (0294) and likely represents a natural variation rather than an incised 

feature. 

Trench 31 

This trench followed the same alignment as Trench 29 and was 0.48m deep with 0.4m 

of topsoil and 0.08m of subsoil over the pale greyish yellow naturally derived clay with 

chalky patches. A single ditch with fairly steep concave sides and a sharp break of 

slope to a narrow flat base was recorded in this trench (0160). This was 1.68m wide and 

1.08m deep and was filled with a single deposit of dark greyish brown firm silty clay 

containing occasional small to medium stones and charcoal flecks and very occasional 

small CBM fragments and flecks (0161). This was also interpreted as being post-

medieval and, despite being c.80m to the south-southeast, is shown on the geophysical 

survey to be the same ditch as 0291 in Trench 29. 

Trench 32 

To the south of Trench 31 and orientated north-northwest south-southeast, this trench 

was 0.45m deep with 0.35m of topsoil and 0.1m of subsoil over mid greyish brown 

naturally derived stony clay. Two ditches were identified crossing this trench, both west-

southwest east-northeast aligned. Roughly central in the trench was 0146 which was 

0.75m wide by 0.42m deep with steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base. It 

was filled with two deposits; an upper fill of mid orangey brown moderately compacted 

silty sandy clay with occasional sub-angular stones (0147) and a basal fill of mid grey 

soft clay with occasional sub-angular stones (0148). Approximately 11.5m to the south 

was the larger ditch 0149 at 1.84m wide by 0.9m deep with fairly steep concave sides 

and a narrow slightly concave base. This was filled with three deposits; an upper fill of 

mid orangey brown firm silty clay with moderate to frequent mixed stones (0150) over a 

central deposit of mid brownish orange firm silty clay with moderate mixed stones 

(0151). The basal fill was mid greyish brown soft clay with occasional to moderate 

mixed stones and occasional charcoal flecks (0152). 

Trench 33 

Running parallel with the road at the southern edge of the site, this trench was east-

northeast south- southwest aligned with topsoil 0.4m thick over subsoil 0.25m thick. The 

naturally derived stratum consisted of mid orange sand and gravel with occasional 

medium to large stones. Extensive modern disturbance was identified stretching from 
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around the centre of the trench to the western end and beyond the trench limits to the 

north and south. A machine sondage was excavated to a depth of 1.7m through the 

modern disturbance at the western end of the trench without reaching its base.  

A north south aligned ditch (0237) with gradually sloping concave sides and a flat base, 

0.59m wide by 0.14m deep, crosses the trench approximately 6m from its eastern end. 

It was filled with a single deposit of mid orangey brown soft silty sand (0238). Although it 

is not visible on the geophysical survey this ditch does roughly align with ditches 0127 

and 0176 in trenches 22 and 23 respectively, however, the distance between this trench 

and those deems any direct correlation conjectural. 

Trench 34 

Further modern disturbance is evident in Trench 34 0.24m to the west-southwest. This 

trench was north-northwest south-southeast aligned and with topsoil 0.4m thick directly 

over the pale to mid yellowish grey naturally derived chalky clay. Two areas of very dark 

brownish grey to black very silty clay were present, both containing large amounts of in 

situ wood. This area of disturbance coincides with a stand of trees against the headland 

shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey and it is probable this is from where the 

wood and disturbance in Trench 34 derives.  

Trench 35 

This trench was west-southwest east-northeast aligned with 0.3m of topsoil directly over 

the mid grey brown naturally derived chalky clay. A large possibly sub-circular pit, 

encompassing the eastern half of the trench, was the only potentially archaeological 

deposit identified in Trench 35. A sondage through this pit (0178) was excavated by 

machine to a depth of 1.45m. This showed the feature to have gradually sloping 

concave sides and a concave base and to be filled with mid brown silty clay mottled with 

mid brownish red silty clay (0179). This deposit appeared to have been wet or 

waterlogged and contained few inclusions. It is likely that this represents a large hollow, 

possibly incised but more likely naturally formed, where water collected due to local 

topography and was held by the naturally derived clay. 

Trench 44 

This trench was north-northwest south-southeast aligned and was 0.3m deep with 

topsoil giving way to the pale brownish yellow naturally derived chalky clay. A single 
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east west orientated ditch with steep rounded sides and a concave base was recorded 

(0190). Measuring 0.4m wide and 0.22m deep, this was filled with a single deposit of 

dark greyish brown firm silty clay with very occasional small sub-angular and sub-

rounded pebbles (0191). 

Trench 45 

To the south of Trench 44 and aligned west-southwest east-northeast this trench was 

0.35m deep with topsoil again being directly over the naturally derived pale brownish 

yellow chalky clay. Again, a single east west orientated ditch (0192) was recorded here 

with a similar profile to 0190, although with a less steep northern edge. It was 0.65m 

wide and 0.14m deep and was filled with a single deposit of mid brown firm silty clay 

(0193). 

Trench 46 

With topsoil 0.34m thick directly over pale brownish yellow naturally derived chalky clay 

this was the first of two north-northwest south-southeast orientated trenches, the other 

being Trench 51, which displayed a number of parallel and closely spaced narrow 

gullies, generally between 0.3m and 0.4m wide. Nine of these were present in this 

trench and in order to characterise them two were excavated, 0137 at the far northern 

end and 0139 centrally. Both of which had fairly steep, slightly concave, sides and 

concave bases and were filled with firm pale grey silty clay (0138 and 0140 

respectively) with 0137 being 0.36m wide and 0.12m deep while 0139 was 0.4m wide 

by 0.18m. These were interpreted as being associated with field drainage due to their 

frequency within the two trenches and their location on the heavier clay plateau but this 

interpretation is not definitive and they may represent human interventions in antiquity. 

Trench 49 

This was also north-northwest south-southeast aligned with 0.35m of topsoil directly 

over the pale brownish yellow naturally derived chalky clay. A single ditch, aligned 

perpendicular to the trench and with steep concave sides and a narrow concave base 

was recorded in this trench (0202). It was 1.2m wide and 0.53m deep and was filled 

with a single deposit of dark brown firm silty clay with occasional small to medium flint 

pebbles and chalk (0203). This was similar in profile and filling deposit, in general, to 

ditch 0149 in Trench 32. However, these two trenches are too far apart to make the 
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assumption that these represent the same ditch, particularly because there is not a ditch 

visible on the geophysical survey. 

Trench 51 

Below 0.3m of topsoil and cutting the pale brownish yellow naturally derived chalky clay, 

six parallel gullies were observed in this trench with three being excavated in order to 

characterise them (0194, 0215 and 0217). Although their profiles were similar, steep 

slightly concave sides and concave bases, these gullies were wider and deeper than 

those in Trench 46; 0194 at the northern end of the trench was 0.63m wide by 0.2m 

deep, the roughly central 0215 was 0.59m wide and 0.2m deep while 0217 towards the 

southern end was 0.57m wide and 0.32m deep. They were all filled with similar deposits 

of mid brownish grey firm silty clay (0195, 0216 and 0218 respectively). 

Trench 53 

This trench was also aligned north-northwest south-southeast with 0.32m of topsoil 

directly over the pale brownish yellow naturally derived chalky clay. Two ditches were 

identified crossing the trench on a west-southwest east-northeast alignment; 0166 and 

0168. Crossing the trench centrally was 0166. This was 1.18m wide and 0.61m deep 

with fairly steep slightly concave sides, straighter on the western edge, and a concave 

base and was filled with a single deposit of mid brown silty clay with occasional small 

stones and very occasional large stones (0167). At the northern end of the trench, ditch 

0168 was narrower and more shallow, 0.84m wide by 0.16m deep, than 0166 with 

concave sides and a concave base but was filled with a similar deposit, mid brown silty 

clay with occasional small stones (0169). 

Trench 56 

Trench 56 was moved slightly to avoid a geotechnical pit and was west-southwest east-

northeast aligned along the northern edge of the site close to an entrance to an 

adjoining field. Being close to the headland meant a small amount of subsoil, c.0.15m, 

had built up below the topsoil, which was 0.3m thick. Cutting the pale brownish yellow 

naturally derived chalky clay was a single ditch, aligned north-northwest south-

southeast and coinciding with a linear geophysical anomaly at the eastern end of the 

trench (0198). It was 1m wide and 0.4m deep with near vertical sides and a sharp break 
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of slope to a broad flat base and was filled with greyish brown firm silty clay with few 

inclusions (0199). 

Trench 57 

This was to the south of Trench 56 and north-northwest south-southeast aligned and 

was only 0.3m deep with topsoil giving way to the mixed mid orange and mid grey 

naturally derived chalky clay. A single ditch was again recorded crossing the northern 

end of the trench (0200) This was 1.4m wide by 0.63m deep with steeply sloping sides 

and a fairly narrow flat base and was filled with a single deposit of dark greyish brown 

firm silty clay (0201). 

Trench 58 

Orientated west-southwest east-northeast this trench was 0.25m deep with topsoil 

directly over the pale yellowish grey naturally derived chalky clay. Two intercutting 

ditches were recorded in this trench; aligned roughly east west and running diagonally 

across the trench from the eastern end, 0164 had steep concave sides and a concave 

base and was likely the same ditch as 0166 c.21m to the east-northeast in Trench 53. It 

was around 0.75m wide and 0.3m deep and was filled with mid to dark greyish brown 

firm silty clay with occasional small stones and very occasional charcoal flecks (0165). 

At approximately 8.5m from the eastern end of the trench ditch 0164 cuts, and is 

therefore later than, ditch 0162. This was north-northwest south-southeast aligned and 

was interpreted on the geophysics as being the same ditch as 0198 in Trench 56, c.70m 

to the north-northwest. This ditch had gradually sloping concave sides, a flat base and 

was 1.7m wide by 0.36m deep. It was filled with a deposit of mid reddish brown firm silty 

clay with occasional small chalk nodules and flecks (0163). 

Trench 59 

North-northwest south-southeast orientated and 0.3m deep with topsoil giving way to 

mid orangey brown naturally derived clay, Trench 59 was moved 12m to the southeast 

from its original proposed location in order to target a wide linear geophysical anomaly. 

Following machine excavation of the trench, the anomaly was revealed to be a c.7m 

wide spread of mid brownish grey silty clay with slightly ill-defined edges. With a further 
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trench also targeting the anomaly (Trench 68), the decision was taken not to excavate 

in Trench 59. 

Trench 60 

This trench was west-southwest east-northeast aligned with 0.25m of topsoil over pale 

to mid yellowish brown naturally derived chalky clay. A single ditch (0170), possibly a 

continuation of 0217 in Trench 51, was orientated east west diagonally across the 

eastern end of the trench. It was 0.7m wide and 0.28m deep with steep sides and a 

gradual break of slope to a flat base and was filled with dark brown firm clayey silt 

(0171). 

Trench 64 

Trench 64 was located against the southern edge of the site, was west-southwest east-

northeast aligned and was roughly parallel with Church Lane to the south. It was 0.6m 

deep with 0.5m of topsoil and 0.1m of subsoil over the naturally derived chalk. A north-

northeast south- southwest aligned ditch was identified crossing the trench towards its 

western end. The ditch coincides with a post-medieval field boundary shown on the First 

Edition Ordnance Survey Map and, having been excavated in trenches to the north, 

remained unexcavated here. 

Trench 66 

This trench followed the same alignment as Trench 64 and was 0.65m deep with topsoil 

0.4m thick over 0.25m of subsoil. Like Trench 64 the post-medieval boundary ditch was 

seen cutting the mid brownish orange naturally derived stony sand but was not 

excavated. However, a second east west aligned ditch (0225) was identified extending 

out of the west-southwest end of the trench for approximately 4.5m. It was 1.18m wide 

by 0.2m deep with gradually sloping concave sides and a concave base and was filled 

with mid orangey brown firm silty clay with occasional chalk flecks (0226). 

Trench 67 

Trench 67 was northwest southeast orientated and was relocated from its original 

proposed position in order to investigate two anomalies identified by the geophysical 

survey. The topsoil here was 0.3m thick with 0.16m of subsoil over the naturally derived 

chalk with pale orange silty sand patches. A circular anomaly at the southeastern end of 

the trench was shown to be a large pit approximately 7m in diameter (0184). A machine 
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excavated sondage showed the pit to have steeply sloping slightly concave sides and a 

flat base and to be 1.2m deep. It was filled with dark brown slightly loose clayey silt with 

very occasional charcoal flecks (0185) and produced three fragments of Roman CBM. 

Approximately 7m to the northwest of 0184 was the eastern terminus of an east west 

aligned ditch (0180) which coincided with a linear anomaly shown on the geophysical 

survey. The ditch was 1.4m wide and 0.57m deep with steep straight sides and a 

narrow concave base. The main fill of the ditch was mid orangey brown moderately 

compacted clayey sandy silt with thick bands of stone (0181).  Below this, and coming 

off the southern edge of the ditch, was a deposit of mid brownish orange soft sandy clay 

with occasional sub-angular stones (0182). The basal fill of the ditch was dark orangey 

brown soft wet sandy silt with a layer of flint and stones (0183). 

Trench 68 

This trench was again moved from its original proposed position to target a large 

northeast southwest aligned linear geophysical anomaly, also investigated in Trench 59. 

Again aligned northwest southeast, this trench was located over the crest at the western 

edge of the central plateau before the field slopes down to the southwest towards 

Norwich Road and, ultimately, the Gipping river. Topsoil here was 0.3m thick with 0.2m 

of subsoil over the naturally derived chalk with pale orange silty sand patches. A 

machine excavated sondage showed the large anomaly naturally occurring and 

coinciding with the change in the underlying drift geology from clay to chalk. Four 

distinct layers were visible with a deposit of dark brownish grey loose very silty sand 

with frequent small to medium flints and stone (0129) present below the subsoil. This 

extended for over 13m and was 0.14m thick at the southeast end of the trench 

becoming up to 0.56m thick before lensing out to the northwest. This may represent a 

buried topsoil, formed over a slight dip at the interface between the underlying chalk and 

clay, with more modern topsoil and subsoil then formed over the top through more 

modern agricultural practises, this layer probably equates to the deposit recognised in 

Trench 59. Below this, and extending for approximately 3.8m towards the centre of the 

trench, was a deposit of mid brownish grey silty sand (0130) up to 0.38m thick. This had 

a more diffuse lower horizon and probably represents a natural mixing of the mid 

reddish orange compact silty slightly sandy clay deposit to the northwest (0131) and the 

pale to mid yellowish brown loose silty sand deposit to the southeast (0132). Deposit 

0131 extended for 3.4m off the natural chalk stratum to the northwest and was up to 
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0.61m thick. Deposit 0132 extended from the southeast end of the trench for c.8.5m 

over the top of the naturally derived clay and was up to 0.4m thick. 

The post-medieval boundary ditch identified in Trenches 64 and 66 was also present in 

this trench to the northwest of the large natural feature. In this trench the ditch (0091) 

was 1.6m wide and 0.44m deep with moderately sloping concave sides and an 

undulating flat base. It was filled with a single deposit of pale yellowish brown firm silty 

chalky clay with very occasional flints (0092). 

Trench 70 

The post-medieval ditch was considerably narrower and more shallow in this trench at 

0.68m wide and 0.28m deep (0231). It had steep concave sides and a concave base 

and was filled with a deposit of firm dark grey silty clay with moderate small chalk and 

flint pebbles (0232). The trench was located towards the northern site edge against the 

headland and was west-southwest east-northeast orientated with 0.3m of topsoil and 

0.05m of subsoil over the mid orange naturally derived clay.  

Trench 72 

Following the same alignment as Trench 70 this trench was 0.55m deep with 0.34m of 

topsoil and 0.21m of subsoil over the mid orange sand and gravel drift geology. Three 

small pits were excavated roughly centrally within the trench; 0207, 0209 and 0211. 

They were all sub circular and shallow with shallow sloping concave sides and concave 

bases and between 0.44m and 0.6m in diameter and 0.08m and 0.12m deep and they 

were all filled with dark orangey brown silty sand (0208, 0210 and 0212 respectively). A 

stratigraphic relationship was suggested with 0211 cutting 0209 but this may be 

misinterpretation due to 0209 having been overdug. At the eastern end of the trench a 

potential ditch terminus was excavated and recorded (0213), however this was not 

entirely convincing and may represent a natural feature. It was north south aligned and 

shallow with a concave but slightly irregular profile and was 1.18m wide and 0.18m 

deep and filled with dark orangey brown silty sand (0214). 

Trench 73 

This was north-northwest south-southeast aligned and was 0.84m deep with 0.3m of 

topsoil and 0.54m of subsoil over the mid orange naturally derived sand with chalk 

patches. A single shallow west-southwest east-northeast aligned ditch crossed the 
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centre of the trench (0196). This was 0.9m wide and 0.16m deep with a concave profile 

and was filled with pale to mid brown loose silty sand (0197). 

Trench 74 

This trench was northeast southwest orientated and was 0.8m deep with 0.3m of topsoil 

and 0.5m of subsoil over mid orange naturally derived stony sand. It was repositioned 

from its original proposed location to target a north-northwest south-southeast aligned 

linear geophysical anomaly. This anomaly measured approximately 4m wide on the 

geophysical survey however the coinciding ditch (0186) excavated in the trench was 

only 0.9m wide. With fairly steep concave sides and a concave base it was 0.32m deep 

and was filled with mid orangey brown silty sand (0187). Approximately 2.25m to the 

west of the ditch was a sub-circular pit (0188) measuring 0.76m in diameter and 0.25m 

deep with steep concave sides and a slightly concave base. It was filled with a deposit 

of pale yellowish brown loose silty sand and contained a moderate amount of charcoal 

flecks (0189). 

Trench 75 

This trench was north-northwest south-southeast orientated and was 0.3m deep with 

topsoil directly over the naturally derived chalk. This trench was the first to display the 

mid orangey brown sand bands which were prevalent on the chalk geology of the 

southwest facing slope to the west of the site. These were visible on the geophysical 

survey running down the slope from the northeast to the southwest and masked the 

genuine archaeology present. A large geophysical anomaly present in this trench 

coincided with a chalk pit marked on the First Edition Ordnance Survey and this was 

identified following excavation of the trench. To the south, and not visible on the 

geophysics was a west-southwest east-northeast aligned ditch (0291). This was 0.9m 

wide and 0.23m deep with gradually sloping concave sides and a concave base and 

was filled with mid orangey brown firm silty sand. It is likely that this is a continuation of 

ditch 0225 excavated in Trench 66 c.23m to the northeast. 

Trench 83 

This trench was north-northwest south-southeast aligned extending from the headland 

on the northern edge of the site and was moved approximately 18m to the east of its 

original position to target a possible feature identified by the geophysical survey. 

Ground levels sloped both from the north down to the south and from the northeast 



62 

down to the southwest and the depth of the trench varied quite significantly. Topsoil was 

uniformly 0.35m thick along the trench but the subsoil varied being 1.15m thick at the 

northern end of the trench and 0.45m thick at the southern end. The subsoil here was 

homogenous mid brown silty with few stones but did contain occasional charcoal flecks 

and likely represents a colluvial deposit. The horizon between this deposit and the pale 

yellow naturally derived sand with chalk patches below was diffuse. The single feature 

excavated in this trench coincided with the geophysical anomaly identified and proved 

to be a west-southwest east-northeast aligned ditch 1.7m wide and 0.49m deep (0229). 

It had gradually sloping concave sides and a concave base and was filled with mid to 

dark greyish brown silty sand with occasional charcoal flecks (0230). 

Trench 84 

Trench 84 was west-southwest east-northeast aligned and was 0.5m deep with 0.35m 

of topsoil and 0.15m of subsoil over the pale yellow naturally derived sand, gravel and 

chalk. The trench was moved c.15m to the south to target a geophysical anomaly which 

could not be identified following excavation. However, two intersecting ditches were 

present; 0221 was aligned north-northwest south-southeast roughly across the middle 

of the trench while 0223 was east-northeast west-southwest orientated running along 

the trench as far as 0221 but not continuing to the east of it. They were similar in profile 

with steeply sloping concave sides and slightly concave to flat bases, 0221 was 1.7m 

wide while the true width of 0223 was unknown due to its southern edge being outside 

the trench but it was at least 0.7m wide. Ditch 0221 was 0.5m deep while 0223 was 

more shallow at 0.3m deep. They were both filled with very loose dark brown silty sand 

(0222 and 0224 respectively) with a suggestion that ditch 0221 may cut ditch 0223, 

however, this was not very clear and they are more likely to be contemporary (Fig. 12). 

Trench 86 

This trench followed the orientation of trench 84 and was 0.55m deep with 0.35m of 

topsoil and 0.2m of subsoil over the patterned chalk natural stratum. This trench was 

also repositioned slightly to investigate a geophysical anomaly. A weak signal can be 

seen aligned almost north south from the location of ditch 0221 excavated in Trench 84 

and bisecting Trench 86. A north-northwest south-southeast aligned ditch was 

recognised and excavated at this location; 0227 was 1.05m wide and 0.48m deep with  
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fairly steep concave sides and a concave base (Fig. 13). It was filled with mid orangey 

brown soft silty sand (0228) and was the same ditch as 0221 to the north-northwest.  

Trench 89 

This trench extended into the site from the headland which formed the southern extent 

of the site and was aligned north-northwest south-southeast. It was 0.35m deep with 

topsoil directly over the patterned chalk natural stratum. A single feature was cut into 

the chalk (0233), although whether this was a ditch terminus or an elongated pit was 

unclear. With shallow, gradually sloping sides and an irregular base it was 0.7m wide, 

0.16m deep and it extended into the trench by 1.09m from the eastern edge. It was filled 

with a single deposit of dark reddish brown soft silty sand (0234). 

Trench 93 

This was north-northwest south-southeast aligned and 0.4m deep with topsoil directly 

over the naturally derived patterned chalk. The continuation of ditch 0223 in Trench 84 

was the only archaeological deposit present in this trench (0239). This was 1.3m wide 

and 0.44m deep, had steep concave sides and a slightly concave base and was filled 

with mid brown loose sandy silt (0240). 

Trench 105 

This followed the same alignment as Trench 93 but variations in the natural stratum, 

with chalk towards the south becoming pale yellow sand midway along, meant the 

trench was much deeper at its northern end where it was 0.9m deep, with 0.35m of 

topsoil and 0.55m of subsoil, than it was at the southern end where the topsoil was 

directly over the underlying chalk. A single shallow ditch, 0.7m wide and 0.22m deep 

and with concave sides and base, was recorded towards the northern end of the trench 

(0107). It was filled with a single deposit of pale yellowish brown silty sand (0108) and 

may represent the same ditch as 0239 in Trench 93, although because of the distance 

between the trenches, c.78m, and the slight change in alignment this is speculative 

rather than definitive. 
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Trench 107 

This trench was in the western corner of the site alongside Norwich Road, north-

northwest south-southeast orientated and 0.8m deep with 0.3m of topsoil and 0.5m of, 

possibly colluvial, subsoil over mid brownish orange naturally derived sand and chalk. 

Although the trench was moved approximately 8m to the southeast so as to investigate 

a large circular anomaly identified by the geophysical survey no coinciding deposit was 

recognised. However, a shallow elongated pit or possible ditch terminus was recorded 

at the southern end of the trench (0105). This extended for 1.6m into the trench from the 

western trench edge and was 0.5m wide and generally 0.1m deep with very gradually 

sloping slightly concave sides and a gently undulating base. It was filled with mid brown 

silty sand (0106) over a small deposit of mid brown very stony silty sand (0109) filling a 

small depression in the base. 

Trench 116 

Trench 116 extended west-southwest east-northeast aligned into the site from its 

western edge against Norwich Road. It was slightly variable in depth but was generally 

0.6m deep with 0.35m of topsoil and 0.25m of subsoil over the naturally derived chalk. 

The trench was crossed roughly centrally by a north south orientated ditch with 

moderately steeply sloping sides and a concave base (0111). The ditch was 1.22m 

wide, 0.5m deep and was filled with a single deposit of pale to mid greyish brown silty 

sand (0112). 

5.3 Phasing 

Features were principally dated by artefactual evidence but spatial and stratigraphic 

relationships as well as historic maps were also utilised where appropriate. The 

artefactual record shows activity on the site from the Neolithic period and also during 

the Bronze Age. Occupation continues throughout the Iron Age and the transition to 

Roman rule and on through the Anglo Saxon period to the eleventh century. No features 

excavated during the evaluation could be attributed to the medieval period with the only 

evidence of medieval activity on the site limited to recorded metal detector finds. 

Neolithic to Early Bronze Age 

A possible Mesolithic or early Neolithic worked flint blade recovered from pit 0209 may 

suggest that this represents the earliest feature on the site, although its proximity to, 

and possible association with, a pit (0207) dated by pottery to the Late Bronze Age or 
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Early Iron Age may suggest that this is residual. Three sherds of later Neolithic pottery 

were recovered from the base of the colluvial layer in Trench 96 (0110). The earliest 

securely datable incised feature on the site also related to the later Neolithic period or 

Early Bronze Age, pit 0113 in Trench 19, with six sherds of decorated Beaker pottery. 

Two sherds of residual pottery of the same date were also present within SFB 0012. 

The date of pit 0048 in Trench 5 is contentious with five sherds of pottery recovered 

from the pit dated to the Middle Iron Age or earlier. However, five worked flints also 

recovered from this pit were noted to be different to most of the flint assemblage from 

the site and were thought to date from the Neolithic. 

Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age 

Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age pottery was recovered from two ditches on the site; 

0217 in Trench 51 and 0239 in Trench 93 with a single sherd recovered from each ditch 

and this could be considered to be residual. However, seven pieces of worked flint were 

recovered from ditch 0221 in Trench 84 to the west of Trench 93. This ditch forms a T 

junction with ditch 0223 which can be assumed to be the same ditch as 0239 and 

therefore this may date this field system to this period. Seven sherds of pottery 

recovered from pit 0207 in Trench 72 would seem to date this group of three small pits 

to this period; 0207, 0209 and 0211. Twenty-five sherds of Late Bronze Age to Early 

Iron Age pottery, including fifteen sherds decorated with nail marks, were recovered 

from pit 0275 in Trench 25. Late Bronze Age pottery was also residually present within 

SFB 0012.  

Middle Iron Age 

Middle Iron Age pottery was recovered from ditch 0018 in Trench 3. Although worked 

flint recovered from this ditch, and ditch 0016 also in Trench 3, was not closely 

dateable, a later prehistoric date was suggested supporting the pottery evidence. Gully 

0074 in Trench 17 contained one sherd of later Middle Iron Age pottery while Ditch 0164 

in Trench 58 produced two sherds. It also cut, and was therefore later than, ditch 0162. 

Middle Iron Age pottery was also residually present within SFB 0012.  

Late Iron Age to Early Roman 

Two similar large pits, 0260 in Trench 21 and 0267 in Trench 25, which were also 

recognisable as similar geophysical anomalies, both produced sherds of late Iron Age 

pottery alongside later Middle Iron Age pottery, suggesting a possible association 
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between these pits. Pit 0085 in Trench 17 also produced Late Iron Age pottery, some of 

which was wheel thrown. Two ditches produced Late Iron Age pottery; 0105 in Trench 

107 and 0149 in Trench 32. Late Iron to Roman transitional period pottery was 

recovered from four further ditches; 0016 in Trench 3, 0081 in Trench 25, 0022 in 

Trench 4 and 0158 in Trench 7. This would suggest a possible Late Iron Age to Roman 

date for the double ditched enclosure shown on the geophysical survey. The enclosure 

ditches are also represented by 0037 in Trench 4, 0159 and 0318 in Trench 7 and 0065 

in Trench 9 which all produced fragments of Roman ceramic building material (0318 

also produced a sherd of Roman pottery and an intrusive sherd of Thetford ware) and 

also by unexcavated ditch 0319 in Trench 6. Late Iron Age and Roman pottery along 

with Roman CBM was recovered from ditch 0229 in Trench 83 while four sherds of 

pottery were recovered from pit 0233 in Trench 89. A single sherd of Late Iron Age to 

Early Roman pottery was also recovered from pit 0300 in Trench 20 and as unstratified 

finds from cleaning in Trench 19. Late Iron Age pottery and Roman CBM was also 

residually present within SFB 0012.  

Anglo-Saxon 

Early Anglo-Saxon settlement of the site in the late sixth to early seventh century is 

evidenced by Sunken Featured Building 0012. Early Anglo-Saxon pottery suggestive of 

a seventh century date was recovered from the SFB (fills 0307 and 0309). This was 

corroborated by radiocarbon dating of skeleton 0015, interred within the backfill of the 

SFB, which give a date range of 555 to 646AD. Early Saxon pottery was also recovered 

from two pits in Trench 9, 0067 and 0071. Four unstratified sherds of Middle Saxon 

Ipswich ware were recovered from the site, one of which can be located to the area 

around Trench 6, and these, along with a single sherd recovered from ditch 0282, attest 

to activity on the eastern edge of the site during the seventh to ninth centuries. Late 

Saxon pottery was recovered from three features in Trench 19; posthole 0271, pit 0280 

and ditch 0282. Stratigraphic relationships within Trench 19 have been described 

earlier. However, assigning the features to specific periods is problematic. Ditch 0282 

produced Thetford ware pottery from both sections excavated through it, along with 

residual prehistoric and Roman pottery, and can be safely attributed to the Saxon 

period. It is also likely that this is the same ditch as 0101 in Trench 6. Stakehole group 

0268 seem to be aligned parallel to ditch 0282 and it is tempting to suggest an 

association. The arrangement of the postholes in Trench 19 suggests that they may 

represent part of some kind of structure rather than simply a fence line, although it is
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possible that both are present, and their linear nature would seem to suggest either a 

Roman or Saxon date. Pit 0280 can be described as late Saxon and it is possible that 

ditch 0284 is an earlier incarnation of ditch 0282, however, this is speculation. 

Adequate interpretation of Trench 19 is not possible within the parameters of an 

evaluation.  

Despite containing prehistoric and Roman pottery and CBM, deposit 0093 seals ditches 

which have been dated to the Late Iron Age to early Roman transitional period and on 

balance it seems most likely that this layer derives from the Early Anglo Saxon period.  

Post-medieval and modern 

Post-medieval field boundary ditches, shown on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map 

of 1885, were excavated in Trenches 1, 12, 26, 29, 31, 68 and 70 (ditches 0004, 0235, 

0083, 0291, 0160, 0091 and 0231 respectively) and also recorded but not excavated in 

Trenches 64 and 66. Also shown on the first edition was a chalk extraction pit, identified 

in Trench 75 but not excavated. Modern disturbance in Trenches 33 and 34 may be 

attributed to the removal of a stand of trees also shown on the First Edition. Further 

modern disturbance was present in Trench 13 towards the northern corner of the site. 

Undated 

The majority of the features which remain undated are ditches which represent a 

rectilinear field system spread over the site which is likely to have evolved gradually 

over time, with individual features belonging to a range of periods. 

Prehistoric activity on the site was characteristically dispersed with Late Bronze Age 

through to Late Iron Age activity being present across the site. Evidence of Neolithic or 

Early Bronze Age activity was limited to the higher ground to the east; stray pottery and 

flint finds may be accounted for by downhill soil movement. The Late Iron Age to Roman 

transitional period sees the concentration of activity again move to the higher ground in 

the east while Saxon settlement is limited to the top of the hill to the east. 
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6. Finds and environmental evidence

Ioannis Smyrnaios 

6.1 Introduction 

The total of hand-collected material from the evaluation is presented in Table 1. The 

table does not included material from soil samples; however, a full list of all bulk finds in 

context order, including those from soil samples, is presented in Appendix 4. 

Finds Type No Wt (g)
Pottery 274 2750 
CBM 93 7077 
Slag 24 1377 
Nails 2 48 
Lava quern 23 179 
Fired clay 156 976 
Heat altered stone 25 3204 
Worked flint 126 2408 
Heat altered flint 111 3348 
Animal bone 608 2334 
HSR 2294 
Shell 98 102 
Charcoal 1 14 

Table 1.  Finds quantities 

6.2 The Pottery 

The evaluation produced 333 sherds of pottery weighing 2,830 grams. The material 

derived from forty-four contexts across twenty-four trenches, including eight samples. 

Table 2 presents a quantification of the total material divided in chronological periods. 

According to the table, the vast majority of pottery from the site dates to the prehistoric 

period. It represents 76.3% of the total assemblage by sherd count, or 73.4% by weight. 

The second largest quantity of pottery is Anglo-Saxon. It relates to 13.8% of the total 

assemblage by sherd count, or 15.4% by weight. 

Periods No % No Wgt/g % Wt ENV EVE 
Prehistoric 254 76.3 2076 73.4 9 0.41 
LIA-Roman and Roman 31 9.3 310 11.0 3 
Saxon 46 13.8 436 15.4 6 0.19 
Medieval 1 0.3 4 0.1 
Modern 1 0.3 4 0.1 1 0.08 
Totals 333 100.0 2830 100.0 19 0.68 

Table 2.  Quantification of pottery by chronological periods 
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Prehistoric Pottery 

Introduction 

In the present report, prehistoric pottery relates to the period between the Early 

Neolithic and the Late Iron Age. Fabrics that are transitional and belong to the final 

stages of the Late Iron Age and/or the earlier Roman period will be discussed in the 

following section. According to Table 3, prehistoric pottery numbers 254 sherds 

weighing 2076 grams. A full catalogue of prehistoric (and Roman) pottery by context in 

presented in Appendix 5. 

Fabric Brief description of fabric 
Fabric 
Date No % No Wt/g %Wt/g 

F1 Common coarse flint in a fine sandy matrix LNE-EBA 3 1.2 39 1.9 

SQ(F) 
Common fine quartz tempered with coarse sand 
and rare flint of various sizes LNE-EBA 19 7.5 28 1.3 

QSSH 
Common shell with large coarse sand in a fine 
sandy matrix LNE-EBA 3 1.2 20 1.0 

F2G 
Moderate coarse to medium flint, moderate 
grog and fine quartz BA 15 5.9 94 4.5 

Q(FG) Fine sandy fabric with sparse grog and fine flint BA? 1 0.4 14 0.7 

F2 
Common coarse to medium flint and moderate 
fine quartz LBA-EIA 93 36.6 1091 52.6 

F3 
Common to moderate fine small sized flint in a 
fine sandy matrix 

MIA or 
earlier 20 7.9 308 14.8 

QV(F) 
Fine sandy fabric with moderate organic temper 
and sparse medium/fine flint Later MIA 30 11.8 100 4.8 

FQ 
Common to abundant very fine flint in a five and 
dense sandy matrix, possibly imported fabric LIA 37 14.6 293 14.1 

QV 
Fine sandy fabric with moderate organic 
temper, occasionally micaceous LIA 28 11.0 87 4.2 

UN 
Unknown sandy fabric with various sizes of 
quartz tempers UN 5 2.0 2 0.1 
Totals 254 100.0 2076 100.0 

Table 3.  Prehistoric pottery by fabric groups and fabric dates 

Fabric groups 

The fabrics recorded in Table 3 follow the conventions for mineral inclusions and 

distribution of tempers noted in the guidelines of the Prehistoric Ceramics Research 

Group (2010). The material from the site is divided in eleven fabrics. The majority of 

sherds are Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age and belong to fabric F2. They represent 

36.6% of the prehistoric assemblage by sherd count or 52.6% by weight. 

The second largest quantity of prehistoric pottery dates in the Late Iron Age and is 

dominated by fabrics FQ and QV. They represent 25.6% of the prehistoric assemblage 

by sherd count, or 18.3% by weight. Fabric FQ, in particular, is unusual and perhaps 
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imported. The shapes of two wheel-finished vessels made from this fabric, which were 

excavated in pit fill 0086, show some resemblance with Atrebatic pottery (see Gibson 

2002, 123, fig.60, n.2).  

Discussion of prehistoric pottery by trenches and contexts 

Prehistoric pottery was recovered from 16 trenches, as shown below (Table 4). 

Trench No % No Wt/g 
% 
Wt/g 

2 31 12.2 53 2.6 
3 3 1.2 29 1.4 
5 5 2.0 284 13.7 
11 5 2.0 25 1.2 
17 113 44.5 1372 66.1 
19 28 11.0 66 3.2 
21 12 4.7 30 1.4 
25 26 10.2 100 4.8 
32 1 0.4 2 0.1 
51 1 0.4 5 0.2 
58 2 0.8 3 0.1 
72 7 2.8 17 0.8 
83 3 1.2 11 0.5 
93 1 0.4 3 0.1 
96 3 1.2 39 1.9 
107 13 5.1 37 1.8 
Totals 254 100.0 2076 100.0 

Table 4.  Prehistoric pottery by excavated trenches 

According to the table, Trench 17 produced the largest quantities of pottery, 

representing 44.5% of the prehistoric assemblage by sherd count, or 66.1% by weight. 

This pottery derived from gully fill 0075 and from pit fill 0086. The material includes 

three vessels in relatively good condition given the large degree of fragmentation of the 

total assemblage: two rims of possible Atrebatic imports of the 1st century BC (Gibson 

2002, 123, fig.60, n.2), and a Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age situla jar decorated in 

the West Harling style (see Elsdon 1989, 16, fig.3, n.6). 

Trench 2, which contained a human burial, produced the second largest quantity of 

prehistoric pottery. This relates to 12.2% of the prehistoric assemblage by sherd count, 

but only 2.6% by weight due to the small size of such sherds. The material derived from 

SFB fills 0013, 0014, 0307, 0309 and 0310. 

Other significant quantities of prehistoric pottery were excavated in Trenches 19, 25 and 

5. More specifically, Trench 19 produced 11% of the prehistoric assemblage by sherd
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count, but only 3.2% by weight. The material derived from the topsoil above pit fill 0114 

and ditch fill 0302. Trench 25 produced 10.2% of the prehistoric assemblage by sherd 

count and 4.8% by weight. This material derived from pit fill 0276. Finally, Trench 5 

produced the second largest quantity of prehistoric pottery by weight (13.7%), even 

though this related to five sherds only (or 2% by sherd count). This pottery derived from 

pit fill 0049. 

Roman pottery 

Introduction 

In this report, Roman pottery includes a range of Roman fabrics, including those of Late 

Iron Age and transitional Roman date. According to Table 5, Roman and transitional 

pottery numbers 31 sherds weighing 310 grams. A full catalogue of Roman (and 

prehistoric) pottery by context in presented in Appendix 5. 

Fabric Fabric date No % No Wt/g % Wt/g 
BSW LIA-Rom 4 12.9 36 11.6 
ESH Rom 3 9.7 24 7.7 
GMB Rom 1 3.2 1 0.3 
GMG Rom 4 12.9 30 9.7 
GMO Rom 1 3.2 6 1.9 
GROG LIA-Rom 15 48.4 186 60.0 
RF Rom 2 6.5 16 5.2 
STOR Rom 1 3.2 11 3.5 
Totals 31 100.0 310 100.0 

Table 5.  Roman and LIA-Roman pottery by fabric groups 

Roman fabrics 

The fabrics recorded in Table 5 follow the codes of the Suffolk fabric series 

(unpublished) and the descriptions of the National Roman Fabric Reference Collection 

(Tomber and Dore 1998). Such Roman fabrics are normally encountered throughout the 

Roman period and they do not relate to any specific century. However, Romanising 

fabrics such as BSW and grog tempered wares (GROG) relate to the transitional phase 

between the Late Iron Age and the earlier Roman period; therefore, they are noted as 

chronologically distinct fabrics. 

According to Table 5, the largest quantities of Roman pottery are related to the 

transitional phase. GROG and BSW fabrics represent a total of 61.3% of the Roman 

assemblage by sherd count and 71.6% by weight. These fabrics are followed by the 
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typical Roman micaceous grey wares (GMG), which relate to 12.9% of the Roman 

assemblage by sherd count, or 9.7% by weight. 

Discussion of Roman pottery by trenches and contexts 

Table 6 presents the distribution of Roman and LIA-Roman pottery by excavated 

trenches. Most trenches have produced small quantities of Roman sherds, with 

exception of Trenches 25 and 19. 

More specifically, Trench 19 produced the largest quantity of Roman pottery, 

representing 32.3% of the Roman assemblage by sherd count, or 17.1% by weight. 

Such pottery derived from posthole fills 0248 and 0279, ditch fills 0283 and 0302, and 

other unstratified material. According to Appendix 2, Trench 19 also produced the 

largest variety of Roman pottery, representing nine different fabrics. 

The second largest quantity of pottery came from Trench 25, relating to 16.1% of the 

total Roman assemblage by sherd count, or 10% by weight. The material derived from 

ditch fill 0082 and pit fill 0286, and it consisted of LIA – Roman grog-tempered wares 

only. 

It is noticeable that the heaviest quantity of Roman pottery derived from Trench 89. It 

relates to four sherds representing 21.6% of the total Roman assemblage by weight, all 

coming from pit fill 0234. These heavy sherds also include two of the best-preserved 

rims from the Roman assemblage: a dish and a jar made from a LIA-Roman grog-

tempered fabric. 

Trench No % No Wt/g % Wt/g 
U/S 1 3.2 15 4.8 
2 1 3.2 8 2.6 
3 3 9.7 57 18.4 
4 1 3.2 19 6.1 
7 4 12.9 45 14.5 
19 10 32.3 53 17.1 
20 1 3.2 2 0.6 
25 5 16.1 31 10.0 
83 1 3.2 13 4.2 
89 4 12.9 67 21.6 
Totals 31 100.0 310 100.0 

Table 6.  Roman and LIA-Roman pottery by excavated trenches 
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In general, the Roman pottery from trenches 25 and 89 can be closely dated to the  

transitional period between Late Iron Age and Roman times. 

Anglo-Saxon and medieval pottery 

Sue Anderson 

Introduction 

Forty-seven sherds of pottery weighing 440g were collected from thirteen contexts. 

Table 7 provides a summary of the quantification by fabric. A summary catalogue by 

context is included in Appendix 3. 

Description Fabric Date Range No Wt/g Eve MNV

Early Saxon fine sand ESFS 5th–7th c. 1 4 1

Early Saxon sparse shelly ESSS 5th–E.7th c.? 2 17 2

Early Saxon granitic ESCF L.5th–7th c.? 2 11 1

Early Saxon grass-tempered ESO1 6th–7th c. 6 25 0.10 1

Early Saxon grass and sand-tempered ESO2 6th–7th c. 3 5 2

Gritty Ipswich Ware GIPS L.7th–M.9th c. 1 7 1

Sandy Ipswich Ware SIPS L.7th–M.9th c. 6 101 0.05 4

Middle Saxon import MSIM L.7th-9th c. 1 14 1

Thetford-type ware THET L.9th-11th c. 24 252 0.10 24

Early medieval gritty with shell EMWSG 11th-13th c. 1 4 1

Totals 47 440 0.25 38

Table 7.  Pottery quantification by fabric 

Methodology 

Quantification was carried out using sherd count, weight and estimated vessel 

equivalent (eve). The minimum number of vessels (MNV) within each context was also 

recorded, but cross-fitting was not attempted unless particularly distinctive vessels were 

observed in more than one context. A full quantification by fabric, context and feature is 

available in archive. All fabric codes were assigned from the author’s post-Roman fabric 

series. Thetford Ware fabrics are based on Dallas (1984), and forms on Anderson 

(2004). Methods follow MPRG recommendations (MPRG 2001) and form terminology 

follows MPRG classifications (1998). The results were input directly onto an MS Access 

database, which forms the archive catalogue. 
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Pottery by period 

Early Anglo-Saxon wares 

Fourteen sherds of handmade pottery, representing a minimum of seven vessels, were 

recovered from four contexts (pit fills 0068, 0072; SFB fills 0307, 0309). The majority of 

fragments were small body sherds, all undecorated but generally with smoothed or 

burnished surfaces. Six joining fragments were from a small globular jar in ESO1, found 

in pit fill 0068. Cross-links (joining sherds) were noted between SFB fills 0307 and 0309. 

Middle Saxon wares 

Fragments of Ipswich ware vessels were found in ditch fill 0302, SFB fill 0309 and as 

unstratified finds (0001, 0008). These included two bases and a jar rim. The SIPS 

sherds were all relatively thin and some may have been transitional with early Ipswich 

Thetford-type wares, particularly a base from 0302, the wall of which had a slight 

concavity above the base angle. 

A sherd of an imported vessel was found with skeleton 0015 (SF1007). The sherd is in 

a sandy fabric containing abundant sub-angular and rounded white quartz, sparse 

granitic inclusions and occasional coarse ferrous fragments. The surfaces are orange, 

the margins pale grey and the core a slightly darker grey. Microscopically, the matrix 

contains common very fine black inclusions, and occasional larger burnt-out organics 

can be seen (Appendix 4). Externally there is incised decoration in the form of horizontal 

combed straight and wavy lines (Pl. 1). The sherd has similarities with early Coarse 

Badorf ware and Bornheim Waldorf ware and is likely to be a Rhenish product. Both 

types were relatively common imports in early Middle Saxon Ipswich (Coutts 1991). 
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Plate 17.  Imported sherd SF1007 from SFB fill 0014 (scale in mm) 

Late Saxon pottery 

All Late Saxon pottery in this assemblage is Thetford-type ware. Some sherds are more 

typical of the blue-grey and black/red types found in Ipswich. However, some are in a 

softer, fine sandy micaceous fabric with sparse to moderate ferrous inclusions, flint 

and/or larger sand grains. Sherds in typical grey colours are present, but others have 

oxidised (orange or red) surfaces, some have red cores or margins, and some are 

brown. A similar, relatively soft and variably fired Thetford-type ware was made at the 

rural production site of Langhale, a deserted medieval village in the modern parish of 

Kirstead, Norfolk (Wade 1976), and similar types have also been recorded around 

Lowestoft at Pakefield and Corton (e.g. Anderson 2005, 2012a; Goffin 2007). A few 

sherds of Thetford-type ware from Hintlesham were noted as being in a micaceous 

fabric (Anderson 2010), as were most of the sherds recovered from Capel St Mary 

(Anderson 2011b) and from Whatfield (Anderson 2015). A soft fine micaceous Thetford-

type fabric has also been found further to the south at Clacton-on-Sea (Anderson 

2012b). It is likely that a more local pottery existed somewhere closer to the site, using 

the same boulder clays.  

Most sherds were body fragments, four from the upper halves of vessels with girth-

grooving. Two soft fabric bases were flattish (slightly concave) types with ‘cheesewire’ 

marks. There was one wide strap handle in the soft black-surfaced fabric. A rim from a 
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spouted pitcher in a harder greyware was also found. The vessels in softer partly 

oxidised fabrics were generally less competently potted than the harder greywares. 

Medieval pottery 

A single sherd of early medieval ware was recovered from the upper fill 0307 of SFB 

0012. This sparse shell and rounded quartz sherd is in a fabric typical of south-east 

Suffolk in the 11th–13th centuries, but similar fabrics were in use in the Early Saxon 

period too. This example is hard, thin-walled and has a buff external surface, an orange 

internal surface and a grey core. On balance it is more likely to be intrusive than 

contemporary with the context in which it was found. However, it is the only example of 

a medieval ware from the site. 

Pottery by context 

Table 8 shows the distribution of pottery fabrics by context, with suggested spotdates. 

Trench Feature Context Type Fabrics Spotdate
- 0001 U/S SIPS L.7th–M.9th c. 

2 0012 0014 SFB fill (or with skel 0015) MSIM 7th c. 
2 0012 0307 SFB fill ESCF ESO2 EMWSG 6th–7th c.? 
2 0012 0309 SFB fill ESFS ESCF ESO2 ESSS 6th–7th c.? 
6 - 0008 U/S GIPS(?) L.7th–M.9th c. 
7 0317 0318 Enclosure ditch fill THET L.9th–11th c. 
8 - 0006 U/S THET L.9th–11th c. 
9 0067 0068 Pit fill ESO1 ESSS 6th–7th c.? 
9 0071 0072 Pit fill ESO2 6th–7th c.? 
19 0271 0272 Post-hole fill THET L.9th–11th c. 
19 0280 0281 Pit fill THET L.9th–11th c. 
19 0282 0283 Ditch fill THET L.9th–11th c. 
19 0282 0302 Ditch fill SIPS THET L.9th–11th c. 

Table 8.  Pottery distribution by context 

The possible SFB produced a few sherds of handmade Saxon pottery, together with the 

imported ware sherd, from the upper fill, suggesting a 7th-century date for this layer. 

Middle Saxon wares were largely unstratified but some were found in association with 

Late Saxon pottery in Trench 19. Late Saxon wares came from three trenches, but were 

particularly concentrated in Trench 19.  

Discussion 

Small quantities of Early, Middle and Late Saxon pottery were recovered from six of the 

evaluation trenches, with concentrations in Trenches 6, 9 and 19 in particular. Much of 

the Early Saxon pottery came from a putative SFB fill, and a single sherd of a Rhenish-

type import of probable 7th-century date was found in association with a skeleton 
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deposited in the upper fill of this feature. Given this association, it may be of value to 

carry out isotopic and/or a DNA analysis of the skeleton if the site is fully excavated.  

All other Middle Saxon pottery was Ipswich Ware, but this material came from other 

parts of the site. In one area it was associated with Thetford-type wares in probable 

Ipswich and more local fabric types, and this may suggest an early date for the Late 

Saxon occupation on the site. However, the only rim sherd, a spouted pitcher found in 

pit 0280, was of a later 10th to 11th century type, perhaps suggesting that activity 

continued until later in the period. The presence of a single, unabraded sherd of early 

medieval ware provides tentative evidence for possible continuity into the 11th century. 

Modern pottery 

A single sherd from a modern flower pot was found in unstratified layers together with 

Saxon and Roman pottery. The sherd is made of distinctively refined clay and is the 

discarded product of later activities. 

6.3 CBM 

Ioannis Smyrnaios 

Introduction 

The evaluation produced ninety-four pieces of ceramic building material weighing 7,085 

grams. The material derived from fifteen trenches and one soil sample, representing 

twenty-seven contexts in total. According to Table 9, the majority of CBM is Roman and 

relates to 64.9% of the assemblage by count or 83.1% by weight. Roman CBM is 

followed by late medieval to post-medieval material, which relates to 34% of the total 

assemblage by count, yet only 8.6% by weight.  

Periods No % No Wgt/g % Wt 
Roman and possibly Roman 61 64.9 5886 83.1 
Medieval 1 1.1 587 8.3 
Late Medieval to Post Medieval 32 34.0 612 8.6 
Totals 94 100.0 7085 100.0 

Table 9.  Quantification of CBM by chronological period 



81 

A detailed catalogue of the total material divided by contexts is presented in Appendix 5. 

The codes followed in Appendix 7 are according to the Suffolk series for Roman and 

medieval CBM forms (unpublished). 

CBM Typologies 

The material recovered from the evaluation relates to a range of Roman and post-

Roman CBM forms.  

CBM Type No % No Wgt/g % Wt 
BOX? 1 1.1 65 0.9 
EB 1 1.1 587 8.3 
FLT 5 5.3 1006 14.2 
IMB 6 6.4 59 0.8 
LB 1 1.1 58 0.8 
RB 3 3.2 1835 25.9 
RBT 39 41.5 2906 41.0 
RT 29 30.9 511 7.2 
UN 9 9.6 58 0.8 
Totals 94 100.0 7085 100.0 

Table 10.  Quantification of CBM by forms 

According to Table 10, the largest quantities of CBM are Roman bricks or tiles. They 

represent 41.5% of the material by count or 41% by weight. These quantities are 

followed by Roman tiles and imbrices. Roman tiles form 30.9% of the assemblage by 

count or 7.2% by weight, while imbrices form 6.4% of the assemblage by count but only 

0.8% by weight.  

Discussion of CBM by trenches and contexts 

Table 11 presents the total CBM divided by trenches. According to the table, Trench 31 

produced the largest quantity of CBM by count (28.7%), followed by Trench 7, which 

produced 16% of the total material. Table 11 also shows that Trench 15 produced the 

heaviest quantities of CBM, representing 20.1% of the total assemblage. This quantity is 

followed by Trench 14, which produced 14% of the total assemblage by weight, even 

though this quantity relates to a single heavy piece of Roman brick from ditch fill 0230. 

In general, the analysis of CBM by trenches could be biased due to the presence of fills 

that contain either large and heavy pieces, of small and light fragments. 
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Trench No % No Wgt/g % Wt 
1 1 1.1 1 0.0 
2 4 4.3 571 8.1 
4 2 2.1 411 5.8 
7 15 16.0 1422 20.1 
9 6 6.4 40 0.6 

11 9 9.6 662 9.3 
19 11 11.7 779 11.0 
21 7 7.4 61 0.9 
31 27 28.7 582 8.2 
33 1 1.1 193 2.7 
35 1 1.1 330 4.7 
49 4 4.3 603 8.5 
57 2 2.1 1 0.0
67 3 3.2 435 6.1 
83 1 1.1 994 14.0 

Totals 94 100.0 7085 100.0 

Table 11.  Quantification of CBM by trenches 

According to the context types presented in Table 12, the majority of CBM derives from 

ditch fills. Such material represents 60.6% of the total assemblage by count, or 53.8% 

by weight. The second largest CBM quantity derives from pit fills and relates to 21.3% of 

the total assemblage by count or 21.4% by weight. 

Context types No % No Wgt/g % Wt 

Deposit layer 10 10.6 855 12.1 
Ditch fill 57 60.6 3810 53.8 
Pit fill 20 21.3 1519 21.4 
Posthole fill 2 2.1 26 0.4 
SFB fill 4 4.3 571 8.1 
Spoil heap 1 1.1 304 4.3 
Totals 94 100.0 7085 100.0 

Table 12. Quantification of CBM by context type 

Trench 1 produced a single piece of Roman CBM from ditch fill 0005. Trench 2, which 

contained a human burial, produced solely Roman CBM deriving from SFB fills 0013, 

0014 and 0307. Trench 4 produced two pieces of Roman date from spoil heap 0007 

and ditch fill 0037. 

A large quantity of Roman CBM derived from Trench 7. This material relates to a range 

of forms (tegulae, Roman bricks or tiles and a possible box-shaped flue tile) and came 

from ditch fills 0159, 0259 and 0318 

. 
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Trench 9 produced small quantities of mixed material. Ditch fill 0065 contained a single 

piece of Roman CBM, while pit fill 0072 contained a single piece of late to post-

medieval date. Pit fill 0104 is most likely associated with Roman CBM. 

Trench 19 is probably the most diverse in relation to its contexts and the material 

recovered in them. Pit fills 0114 and 0281 produced Roman CBM, while ditch fill 0283 

produced solely late to post-medieval material. By contrast, posthole fill 0019 produced 

two sherds coming from both periods. 

Trench 11 produced a relatively large quantity of Roman CBM, all deriving from deposit 

layer 0093. Trench 21 produced a small quantity of Roman CBM, all coming from pit fill 

0262. 

Trench 31 is the only trench associated completely with late to post-medieval material. It 

all derived from ditch fill 0161 and is the largest group of CBM in the entire assemblage. 

It numbers twenty-seven pieces weighing 582 grams. No other context has produced 

similar amounts of late to post-medieval CBM. 

Trenches 33 and 35 produced a single piece of Roman CBM each, deriving from 

deposit layer 0094 and pit fill 0179 respectively. Trench 49 produced three pieces of 

Roman CBM and the only piece of medieval estuarine brick in the entire assemblage. It 

must be noted that this medieval brick is the second heaviest piece in the entire 

assemblage, weighing 587 grams. On Table 10 it appears to represent 8.3% of the total 

assemblage by weight. All CBM from Trench 49 derived from ditch fill 0203. 

Trench 57 produced two pieces of possibly Roman date, all coming from ditch fill 0201. 

Both pieces are undiagnostic and their Roman date was postulated in relation to their 

fabric. Trench 67 produced three relatively large pieces of Roman CBM, all coming from 

pit fill 0185. 

Finally, Trench 83 produced as single piece of Roman brick, which also happens to be 

the heaviest piece in the entire assemblage (994 grams). The brick derived from ditch 

fill 230. 
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According to the above analysis, the majority of CBM from all trenches is Roman. Late 

and post-medieval material is only associated with Trench 31 and also ditch fill 0283 of 

Trench 19. The largest and heaviest surviving pieces are of Roman date, while a single 

medieval estuarine brick stands out. 

6.4 Fired clay 

Ioannis Smyrnaios 

Introduction 

The evaluation produced 182 pieces of fired clay weighing 1,022 grams. The material 

derived from eleven trenches and six soil samples, representing seventeen contexts in 

total. A detailed catalogue of the total material divided by contexts is presented in 

Appendix 8. 

Fired clay fabrics 

The material recovered from the evaluation relates eleven fired clay fabrics, which are 

summarised in Table 13. 

Fabric Brief description No % No Wgt/g % Wt 
csc coarse sandy with chalk 5 2.7 14 1.4 
csf coarse sandy with flint 2 1.1 13 1.3 
fs fine sandy oxidised 33 18.1 78 7.6 
fsc fine sandy with chalk 18 9.9 90 8.8 
fsc fine sandy with flint 3 1.6 6 0.6 
ms/fs medium to fine sandy 1 0.5 6 0.6 
msc/csc medium to coarse sandy with chalk 108 59.3 749 73.3 
msc/fsc medium to fine sandy with chalk 5 2.7 20 2.0 
mscf medium sandy with chalk and flint 1 0.5 38 3.7 
msf/fsf medium to fine sandy with flint 1 0.5 2 0.2 
mso medium sandy with organic temper 5 2.7 6 0.6 

Totals 182 100.0 1022 100.0 

Table 13.  Quantification of fired clay by fabrics 

According to Table 13, the most popular fabric for fired clay is medium to coarse sandy 

with chalk (msc/csc). The fabric represents 59.3% of the material by count or 73.3% by 

weight. The second most popular fabric is fine sandy and fully oxidised (fs). It 

represents 18.1% of the assemblage by count though only 7.6% by weight, as it relates 

to small fragments. Fine sandy fabrics with chalk (fsc) represent 9.9% of the total 

assemblage by count, but form the second largest quantity by weight at 8.8%.  
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Discussion of fired clay by trenches and contexts 

Table 14 presents the total assemblage of fired clay divided by trenches. According to 

the table, Trench 19 produced almost half of the total material by piece count (51.1%) 

and the largest quantity by weight (69.4%). The second largest quantities of fired clay 

derived from Trench 2, which also contained a human burial. The quantities of fired clay 

from Trench 2 are significantly less compared to those from Trench 19, representing 

20.9% of the total assemblage by count, or 7.5% by weight. 

Trench No % No Wgt/g % Wt 
2 38 20.9 77 7.5 
3 1 0.5 6 0.6 
7 1 0.5 17 1.7 
9 10 5.5 32 3.1 

11 2 1.1 40 3.9 
19 93 51.1 709 69.4 
20 17 9.3 94 9.2 
21 2 1.1 1 0.1
29 8 4.4 30 2.9 
67 9 4.9 11 1.1 

107 1 0.5 5 0.5
Totals 182 100.0 1022 100.0 

Table 14.  Quantification of fired clay by trenches 

According to the context types listed in Table 15, the majority of fired clay derives from 

deposit layers. Such material represents 48.4% of the total assemblage by count, or 

70.3% by weight. The second largest fired clay quantity derives from a burial fill and 

relates to 20.9% of the total assemblage by count or 7.5% by weight. 

Context 
types No % No Wgt/g % Wt 

Deposit layer 88 48.4 718 70.3 
Ditch fill 21 11.5 93 9.1 
Pit fill 35 19.2 134 13.1 
SFB fill 38 20.9 77 7.5 
Totals 182 100.0 1022 100.0 

Table 15. Quantification of fired clay by context type 

Trench 2, which contained the human burial, also produced the largest variety of fabrics 

coming from fills 0013, 0014, 0019 and 0307. 

Finally, the largest quantity of fired clay in the entire assemblage comes from deposit 

layer 0155 of Trench 19. This is likely to suggest the presence of a structure 
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somewhere in the close vicinity, though it must be noted that the total quantity of fired 

clay from the site is small. 

6.5 Struck flint 

Sarah Bates 

Methodology 

Each piece of flint was examined and recorded by context in an ACCESS database 

table. The material was classified by category and type (see archive) with numbers of 

pieces and numbers of complete, corticated, patinated and hinge fractured pieces being 

recorded and the condition of the flint being commented on. Additional descriptive 

comments were made as necessary. Non-struck flint was included in a separate column 

(Non struck) in the database and is included in Appendix 9; however, it has been 

discarded and is not included in the following report. 

Type Number
blade 2 
multi platform flake core 3 
core fragment 1 
struck/tested fragment 6 
shatter 21 
flake 71 
blade-like flake 4 
spall 14 
chip 2 
scraper 1 
scraper 1 
end scraper 1 
notched flake 2 
serrated blade 1 
retouched flake 4 
utilised blade 1 
utilised flake 8 
Total 143

burnt fractured lump 1 

Table 16. Summary of the flint by type 

Introduction  

A total of 144 pieces of struck or shattered flint (including a large burnt and fractured 

lump) were recovered during the evaluation of the site. The assemblage is summarised 

in Table 16 and listed by context in Appendix 9. The flint is predominantly mid to dark 

grey in colour with some almost black pieces. Original surfaces include different shades 

and thicknesses of cream cortex with some patinated or abraded surfaces also present. 
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A range of surface-collected flint has been used. Both quite sharp and edge damaged 

material is present. The flint was recovered from nineteen trenches with mostly small 

amounts coming from each trench. 

Flint by trench 

Trench 2 (20 flints) 

SFB 0012: A few small thick shattered fragments, five flakes or flake fragments (mostly 

small), six spalls or very small chips and an irregular edge-utilised flake were recovered, 

mostly from soil samples. The flint is residual in the fill of this feature but Iron Age 

pottery was also found, so perhaps the flint derived from the same activity in the area 

during the later prehistoric period. It is not closely dateable but not inconsistent with that 

date. 

Trench 3 (4 flints) 

Ditch 0016: Three flakes were found, one of which blade-like. 

Ditch 0018: A long hard hammer struck flake which is thicker at its cortical distal end 

and has slightly utilised lateral edges was found in this ditch.  

All the flints from Trench 3 are hard hammer struck and quite sharp. They are not 

closely dateable but probably represent later prehistoric knapping. 

Trench 4 (10 flints) 

Ditch 0033: A small flake fragment, a small quite neat blade with cortex at its platform, 

and an edge-utilised flake with cortex ‘backing’ were found. 

Ditch 0035: Two spalls were recovered from a soil sample. 

Ditch 0038: There are two struck fragments of quite glossy black flint, one of which 

could be classed as an irregular core. Three irregular flakes also came from the same 

ditch. The flint is not closely dateable but probably represents later prehistoric flint-

working. 

Trench 5 (4 flints) 

Pit 0048: Four flakes were found. Two are small and quite neat with abraded platform 

edges indicating core preparation. One of these is blade-like, although its distal 

termination is irregular. A larger proximal fragment has and abrade/facetted platform 

showing that the core was rotated and a new platform used. The flints from this pit are 
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notably thinner than much of the material from the site. This, and the evidence for core 

preparation and maintenance, suggest they could possibly be of earlier date than most 

of the flint, possibly Neolithic. 

Trench 7 (1 flint) 

Ditch 0317: A single slightly edge-damaged piece with small squat and flat shape, and 

battered platform, was found. It cannot be closely dated but is probably of later 

prehistoric date (Later Neolithic-Iron Age). 

Trench 9 (2 flints) 

Pit 0067: A small thick chip-like flake was found. 

A scraper was also recovered from the trench, recorded in the finds context 0073. The 

thin ovate flake is slightly retouched around its distal end with slight additional retouch 

on its ventral edge. The flake has truncated scars from previous removals along its left 

side and appears to have been struck from the dorsal surface of the former piece 

(possibly close to a former platform). It may be from a discoidal type core of LNE-EBA 

date (Butler 2005, 157) or, perhaps a reused flake from a tool. The flint has a slight 

gingery/reddish tinge which is probably staining, but could also relate to slight burning. 

Trench 7 (1 flint) 

Ditch 0317: A single slightly edge-damaged small squat and flat piece with a battered 

platform was found. It cannot be closely dated but is probably of later prehistoric date 

(Later Neolithic- Iron Age). 

Occupation layer 0093: A very irregular flake ‘core’ was found, and a small irregular thin 

cortical fragment which has been struck on its other face from an edge. Five broken or 

shattered fragments, possibly from flintworking, were also recovered. Six unmodified 

flakes include a slightly patinated small ‘blade-like’ piece, but otherwise all of them are 

irregular. A small quite thick flake has a slight shallow notch formed by retouch of its 

right lateral edge. Additionally, two spalls and a flake were recovered from a soil 

sample. There are no closely dateable pieces but perhaps the flint derives from 

underlying features. 

Trench 19 (38 flints) 

Pit 0114: Fourteen flints include a small irregular flake core, a thin cortical fragment 

struck on the other face from an edge, and two shatter pieces. There are also seven 
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flakes, mostly small and irregular, but one small curving triangular flake may be from 

tool thinning. This flake is smooth, produced from mid grey flint, with a small slightly 

battered platform and multi directional dorsal scars. Additionally, two small blade-like 

flakes have possible slight abrasion of their platform edges suggesting a degree of core 

preparation. There is also a large lump of flint with much fractured surfaces, and 

possibly burnt. It could have been used, or intended for use, as a core. An irregular 

struck fragment, two shatter pieces and three flakes were from a soil sample. One flake 

of light creamy grey flint is a broad slightly curving piece which may be from shaping or 

thinning a tool of some kind. It seems likely that the flint is contemporary with LNE-EBA 

pottery from the pit.  

Ditch 0273: A shatter piece, a small thick flake, a slightly retouched flake and a small 

irregular utilised blade were found. The flint is not closely dateable but is slightly edge 

damaged and is probably residual. 

Pit 0280: A small irregular core or fragment from a core, a shatter piece and a small 

thickish blade-like flake were found. The flint is residual since the pit is dated by pottery 

to the Saxon period. 

Ditch 0282: A struck fragment (possibly part of a core), three flakes, a spall and two 

utilised flakes were found. One of the utilised pieces is thick with cortex ‘backing’ one 

side and the steep opposite edge used as a scraper. Pottery from the ditch is mostly of 

Roman or later date so the flint is likely residual. Two sherds of later Bronze Age or 

Early Iron Age pottery from the same context could suggest that the irregular nature of 

the flakes and the possible opportunistic use of the thick piece of flint as a scraper, are 

perhaps related with later prehistoric flintwork. There is also a small thick flake from 

posthole 0253, two spalls from ditch 0284 and a surface find of a utilised flake. 

Trench 21 (18 flints) 

Pit 0260: Eleven flakes, a very small shatter piece and a spall were found. The flakes 

are mostly squat with several thickish pieces of similar flint type and with plain 

platforms. There is neither evidence of preparation nor facetted pieces. Additionally, a 

thickish flake is retouched and two small quite thick flakes are utilised, one at a proximal 

edge and the other at a lateral edge. The consistency and general sharpness of most of 
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the flint suggests that it is knapping debris roughly contemporary with Iron Age pottery 

found in the feature. 

Ditch 0172: one irregular flake was found. 

Pit 0261: a small irregular flake has sight retouch of an edge. 

Trench 25 (11 flints) 

Pit 0275: Five small flakes were found, one with an abraded platform edge. Another four 

irregular flakes, a small hard hammer struck and fractured fragment, and a spall were 

recovered from a soil sample. The flint is not closely dateable but is consistent with a 

later prehistoric date and its sharp nature suggests that it represents contemporary 

flintworking. 

Trench 51 (1 flint) 

Ditch 0217: A single small, slightly abraded flake was found. Its condition suggests it is 

a residual piece but is not closely dateable. 

Trench 57 (2 flints) 

Ditch 0200: A small flake-like shatter piece and a slightly edge damaged thick squat 

flake is present. It cannot be closely dated but is probably of later prehistoric date (Later 

Neolithic - Iron Age). 

Trench 72 (1 flint) 

Pit 0209: A thin parallel-sided blade was found abraded at its platform edge, bearing 

evidence of core preparation and characteristics of Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic blade 

technology. The piece carries slight and sparsely-spaced possible serrations along one 

lateral edge, which are also commonly seen in assemblages of these dates (Butler 

2005, 109, 130; Beadsmoore 2006, 65). An almost white patina is unique within the 

assemblage. 

Trench 73 (2 flints) 

Ditch 0196: An irregular thick flake (or chunk) and a spall were found and are not 

closely dateable. 

Trench 74 (7 flints) 

Ditch 0186: Six flakes were found. They are generally irregular and quite thick pieces, 

containing several different orangey-cream cortex types (including one with an abraded 

surface). There is one small flake which was struck directly from a pebble-type piece 
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without any former preparation, with its proximal side being cortical. Surface–collected 

flint was recovered and its irregular nature suggests a late prehistoric date. 

Trench 83 (7 flints) 

Ditch 0229: A single small undiagnostic flake was found in the ditch.  

Trench 84 (7 flints) 

Ditch 0221: A small slightly curving and tapering blade-like flake was found. It has a 

very small platform, possibly struck with a soft hammer, and is from an opposed 

platform core. Its straight right lateral edge is damaged/worn, probably due to use; its 

left side is convex, which would have made the piece easier to hold. The flint is 

patinated a slightly bluish mid to light grey, which is unique to the assemblage. It is 

slightly glossy and has traces of iron staining on some dorsal ridges. It is likely to date to 

the earlier Neolithic but is almost certainly a residual piece in the ditch. 

Unstratified 

A small thick blade with an abraded, but irregular, ‘overhanging’ platform edge, a flake 

with a possible retouched (slight and shallow) notch, and a squat flake of patinated light 

grey flint with slight retouch of its edges – probably an informal knife, are all recovered 

from unstratified contexts. A small blade-like flake with cortex along both lateral edges, 

recorded as SF 1016, has possible slight retouch at its distal edge and signs of wear. It 

was used as an end scraper but is not closely dateable. 

Conclusions 

Two patinated blade type pieces are likely to be of Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic date 

and a few other pieces may date from the Neolithic or earlier Bronze Age. These flints 

represent knapping or flint use in the vicinity of the site during those periods. 

Much of the flint, however, is not closely dateable but is of an irregular nature with squat 

flakes and an absence of evidence for core preparation. There are few retouched 

pieces and fewer formal tools. These characteristics are all consistent with a later 

prehistoric date (Butler 2005, 179-182; Humphrey 2007). It seems likely that much of 

the material dates to the later Bronze Age or Iron Age. 
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Most of the flint was recovered from excavated features, some of it was found residually 

along with pottery of Roman or later date and some was from undated ditches. Some of 

the flint, however, was found in features which are dated by ceramics to the later 

prehistoric period. In features undated by pottery, flints are likely to suggest a date for 

their contexts. 

6.6 Burnt flint and Heat altered stone 

Ioannis Smyrnaios 

Introduction 

The evaluation produced 219 pieces of burnt flint weighing 3,955 grams and 44 pieces 

of heat-altered stone weighing 5,256 grams. The material derived from ten trenches and 

eleven soil samples, representing twenty-six contexts in total. The burnt flint is mostly 

small and highly fragmented, related to cooking and the heating of food; such pieces 

can be described as pot boilers. Heat-altered stones are mainly large and relatively 

heavy pieces of sandstone/quartzite, occasionally mixed with small pieces of erratic 

quartz. A detailed catalogue of the total material divided by contexts is presented in 

Appendix 10. 

Discussion of burnt-flint and heat altered stone by trenches and contexts 

Table 17 presents the total assemblage of burnt flint and heat altered stone divided by 

trenches. According to the table, Trench 2 produced the largest quantity of burnt flint by 

piece count (34.7%) and Trench 4 the largest quantity of the same type by weight 

(26.3%). In general, the pieces of burnt flint from Trench 4 were by far heavier 

compared to those from all other trenches. The largest quantities of head-altered 

sandstone/quartzite derived from Trench 19, representing 68.2% of the total 

assemblage by count or 77.2% by weight. 
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Trench 
BF 
No 

% No 
BF 

BF 
Wgt/g 

% Wt 
BF 

HAS 
No 

% No 
HAS 

HAS 
Wgt/g 

% Wt 
HAS 

2 76 34.7 420 10.6 5 11.4 199 3.8 
3 4 1.8 95 2.4 1 2.3 132 2.5 
4 24 11.0 1039 26.3 0.0 0.0 
7 2 0.9 277 7.0 0.0 0.0 
9 5 2.3 215 5.4 3 6.8 472 9.0 
11 52 23.7 928 23.5 4 9.1 393 7.5 
19 29 13.2 575 14.5 30 68.2 4058 77.2 
21 3 1.4 45 1.1 1 2.3 2 0.0 
25 10 4.6 110 2.8 0.0 0.0 
107 14 6.4 251 6.3 0.0 0.0 
Totals 219 100.0 3955 100.0 44 100.0 5256 100.0 

Table 17.  Quantification of heat altered flint and stone by trenches 

According to the context types listed in Table 18, the majority of burnt flint by count 

derived from the human burial fills of Trench 2, representing 34.7% of the total burnt flint 

assemblage. By contrast, the heaviest pieces of burnt flint have been recovered in ditch 

fills, forming 44.8% of the same assemblage by weight. The majority of heat-altered 

stones was recovered from pit fills, forming 70.5% of the total assemblage by count or 

63.8% by weight. 

Context types 
BF 
No 

% No 
BF 

BF 
Wgt/g 

% Wt 
BF 

HAS 
No 

% No 
HAS 

HAS 
Wgt/g 

% Wt 
HAS 

Deposit layer 52 23.7 928 23.5 4 9.1 393 7.5 
Ditch fill 45 20.5 1773 44.8 3 6.8 206 3.9 
Pit fill 46 21.0 834 21.1 31 70.5 3353 63.8 
Posthole fill 0.0 0.0 1 2.3 1105 21.0 
SFB fill 76 34.7 420 10.6 5 11.4 199 3.8 
Totals 219 100.0 3955 100.0 44 100.0 5256 100.0 

Table 18. Quantification of heat altered flint and stone by context type 

6.7 Quern 

Ioannis Smyrnaios 

A total of twenty-three pieces of quernstone weighing 179 grams were recovered in 

three contexts (Table 19). The quern fragments are made of grey volcanic stone, most 

likely from the Rhineland. Such stone was imported in Britain and was widely used 

during the Roman period. 
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Ctxt Type No. Wt/g 
0297 quern 1 108 
0307 quern 7 41 
0310 quern 15 30 

Table 19.  Quantification of quern by context 

The majority of quern was recovered in the SFB fills 0307 and 0310, which are 

associated with the human burial in Trench 2. Such fragments were small and abraded. 

Ditch fill 0297 in Trench 19 produced a single and relatively heavy piece of quernstone, 

also in better condition than the fragments from the other contexts. 

6.8 Hand collected iron nails 

Ioannis Smyrnaios 

The evaluation produced two iron nails weighing 48 grams in total. Both nails were 

recovered from Trench 31, in ditch fill 0161, and were treated as hand-collected bulk 

finds. Other nails recovered via metal detecting were given a small find number and will 

be discussed in the following section of this report. 

Despite its high degree of corrosion, the largest of the two hand-collected nails from 

Trench 31 preserves most of its shank and nailhead. Only the shank survives on the 

smallest nail from the same context. 

6.9 Slag 

Lynne Keys 

Introduction and methodology 

A very small quantity of material (2.1kg), initially identified as slag, was recovered by 

hand on site and from soil samples processed after excavation. For this report it was 

examined by eye and tested with a magnet. The material was categorised on the basis 

of morphology. A magnet was used to test for iron-rich material and detect smithing 

micro-slags in the soil adhering to slags. Each slag or other material type in each 

context was weighed except for smithing hearth bottoms, which were individually 

weighed and measured for statistical purposes. Quantification data and details are 

given in Table 20 below, in which weight (wt.) is shown in grams, and length (len.), 

breadth (br.) and depth (dp.) in millimetres. 
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ctxt sam material wt/g len br dp comment 
0072 4 cinder 20 
0072 4 ferruginous concretion 4 
0072 4 hammerscale 6 lots of flakes and small spheres 
0072 4 iron-rich undiagnostic 47 
0072 4 iron 11 nail? 

0072 4 micro-slags 0 
especially some large magnetic 
spheres 

0072 4 mixed sample 213 

small iron-rich undiagnostic, 
undiagnostic, fuel ash slag, 
cinder 

0072 iron-rich undiagnostic 56 
0072 undiagnostic 14 x1; silvery colour, very hard 
0072 undiagnostic 20 
0093 undiagnostic 107 vitrified hearth lining adhering 
0104 6 mixed sample 296 small undiagnostic, cinder 
0104 6 slag dribble 16 
0104 6 stones 42 
0104 6 vitrified hearth lining 41 iron-rich 
0104 ferruginous concretion 81 
0104 hammerscale 0 Only one or two broken flakes 
0104 iron-rich undiagnostic 46 burnt flint inclusions 
0104 smithing hearth bottom 178 100 70 30 
0104 smithing hearth bottom 163 110 70 20 
0104 undiagnostic 459 x1 
0104 undiagnostic 52 
0104 undiagnostic 11 all very tiny fragments 
0104 vitrified hearth lining 15 
0106 12 stones 8 
0261 13 mixed sample 5 tiny undiagnostic & stones 
0261 iron-rich undiagnostic 105 small burnt flint inclusions 
0261 undiagnostic 24 
0276 16 hammerscale 0 one flake 
0276 16 iron-rich undiagnostic 0.5 
0276 16 undiagnostic 2 

0301 17 mixed sample 33 

small undiagnostic, fired clay, 
stone, vitrified hearth lining, 
mortar 

0310 20 undiagnostic 25 all very small 
Total wt. = 2.1kg 

Table 20.  Quantification table for slag 

Discussion of the assemblage 

The diagnostic slags in the assemblage are smithing slags. Smithing involves the hot 

working (by using a hammer) of the bloom to remove excess slag (primary smithing) or, 

more commonly and probably the case at Barham, the hot working of one or more 

pieces of iron to create or to repair an object (secondary smithing). As well as bulk 

slags, including the smithing hearth bottom, a plano-convex slag cake which builds up 

under the tuyère hole (the hottest part where the air from the bellows enters the hearth), 

smithing generates micro-slags. These can be hammerscale flakes from ordinary hot 

working of a piece of iron (making or repairing an object) and/or tiny spheres from 
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bloom smithing or high temperature welding, used to join or fuse two pieces of iron. 

Hammerscale, because of its tiny size, is usually only recovered by taking soil samples 

from fills and deposits but it is very magnetic and its presence can be detected using a 

magnet. It is most prevalent (thickest) in archaeological contexts in the immediate area 

of smithing, i.e. in the vicinity of the anvil and between it and the smithing hearth. 

Slag described as undiagnostic cannot be assigned to smelting or smithing because of 

its morphology, or because it has been broken up during deposition, redeposition or 

excavation. Other types of debris in an assemblage may derive from a variety of high 

temperature activities (including domestic fires) and cannot suggest on their own that 

iron-working was taking place. These include fired clay, vitrified hearth lining, cinder and 

fuel ash slag. If found in association with iron smelting and/or smithing slag they are 

almost certainly products of the process. 

With rare exceptions (for example, the two smithing hearth bottoms and the large 

undiagnostic fragment from pit fill 0104), the slag is very fragmentary and most pieces 

very small. It certainly represents material that has been redeposited, possibly more 

than once. The diagnostic slags are those of probably secondary iron smithing. Not only 

are there two smithing hearth bottoms present in pit fill 0104, but also hammerscale 

(both flake and spheres) was found in some quantity in pit fill 0072. 

6.10 Small finds 

Ruth Beveridge 

Introduction and recording method 

Forty-four objects were recorded as small finds and are listed by major period and 

material in Table 21 below. They have been fully recorded and catalogued on the 

database with the assistance of low powered magnification. A complete listing is 

provided as Appendix11. Thirty-four of the finds were recovered through metal detecting 

across the site. Of the total forty-four, twenty-seven were found within a trench; eight 

from features. The remainder were from topsoil or subsoil deposits outside the trenches. 

The finds are presented by major period and material type in Table 21. 
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Period Silver Copper 
alloy 

Iron Lead Glass Ceramic Flint Stone Composite

Prehistoric 3 1 1 
Roman 9 2 1 1
Saxon 1 
Medieval 1 3 1 
Post Medieval 1 2 1 3 
Modern 1 
Undated 2 6 4 
Total 2 17 9 8 1 4 1 1 1 

Table 21.  Breakdown of small finds by date and material type  

Condition 

The overall condition of the assemblage is fair with the iron and copper alloy objects 

being corroded.  

Assemblage catalogue by period 

Prehistoric 

One flint, three ceramic, and one stone object are all finds of prehistoric date. The 

ceramic objects are all fragments of triangular Iron Age loomweights. 

Flint 

Complete flint scraper; a flake struck from mid-grey flint nodule with core on both 
long edges. Steep retouch on the distal edge of the dorsal face. 
SF 1016, subsoil 0003, Trench 83. 

Ceramic 

Corner piece of a triangular Iron Age loomweight with remains of an oblique 
perforation. Orange fabric with frequent chalk inclusions ranging from small to 
large in size. 
SF 1031, fill 0106 of ditch 0105, Trench 107. 

Fragment of outer surface of a loomweight. It has a buff coloured fabric with chalk 
inclusions. 
SF 1041, fill 0281 of pit 0280, Trench 19. 

Fragments of a triangular Iron Age loomweight. One is a corner piece and one has 
the remains of a perforation. The fabric is buff/orange in colour and has frequent 
chalk inclusions. 
SF 1042, fill 0106 of ditch 0105, Trench 107. 
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Stone 

Two joining pieces of a sandstone saddle quern - incomplete. It is semi-circular in 
plan and rectangular in section. The 'upper' surface is flat but pitted. The lower 
surface is also flat but curves upwards in profile toward the rounded end. 
SF 1043, found in fill 0086 of pit 0085, Trench 17. 

Roman 

Copper alloy 

Complete 4th century nummus, size Ae2. Very worn and corroded on both faces 
and edges are nicked. Obverse: bust facing right. Legend: [  ]TIVSP_A_G. 
Reverse: no detail visible. Possibly for Constantius II, AD 353-4. (Reece and 
James 1986, 33, nos. 120 - 133). Reece period R18. 
SF 1005, topsoil 0002, Trench 3. 

Complete 4th century nummus, size Ae 4. Poor condition, worn on both faces with 
damage to the edges. Obverse: possible draped and cuirassed bust. Possibly 
Magnus Maximus or his son Flavius. Reverse: camp gateway with two towers. AD 
387 - 388. Reece period R20. 
SF 1011, topsoil 0002, Trench 26. 

Complete stud with convex head, circular in plan. Shaft is square in section and 
tapers to a point. Where the shaft and head join the shaft widens where it could 
have been soldered. Stud for furniture or leather. Compare to an example from 
Colchester in Crummy (1983, 117, fig. 120, no. 3165). 
SF 1013, topsoil 0002, Trench 28. 

Incomplete 4th century nummus, size Ae 4; half remains. Obverse: lower section 
of bust; only end part of legend. Reverse: Two victories facing each other, both 
holding a wreath. Legend: [VIC] TORIAEDD AVG [GQNN]. For Constantius II or 
Constans. AD 343 - 348. Reece period R17. 
SF 1014, topsoil 0002. 

Complete Roman coin, possibly a 4th century nummus, size Ae 4. Totally masked/ 
encrusted by dirt. 
SF1019, subsoil 0003, Trench 9. 

Incomplete 4th century nummus, size Ae 4. Half missing. Both faces very worn. 
Obverse: bust slightly visible. 
SF 1025, topsoil 0002. 

Complete 4th century nummus, size Ae 4. Small size, so probably a contemporary 
copy. Obverse: worn, bust visible. Reverse: possibly a poor copy of Victory 
walking left with wreath. Compare to Reece and James (1986, 35, no.150). AD 
388 - 395. Reece period R 21. 
SF 1026, topsoil 0002. 

Complete 4th century nummus size Ae 4, worn on both faces with sections of 
legend missing due to damaged edges. Obverse: bust facing right, diadem. 
Legend: [DN CONSTAN TIV]SPF [AVG]. Reverse: possible soldier spearing 



99 

barbarian - though very worn so difficult to be certain. Legend: [FEL TEMP 
REPA]RATIO. AD354 - 361. Reece period R 18. 
SF 1035, subsoil 0003. 

Complete coin, very worn on both faces, no details visible. Damaged edges. 
Possibly a fourth century nummus, size Ae 4. 
SF 1036, topsoil 0002. 

Lead 

Complete ingot or weight. Hexagonal in plan, rectangular in section. Surfaces and 
edges are rough as if hammered into shape.  Possibly an object smelted down for 
re-use. 
SF 1015, topsoil 0002. 

Iron 

Near complete nail. Head is pyramidal in profile, 'hexagonal' in plan. It has a 
tapering shank that is square in section. If Roman, it is a Manning Type 1. 
SF 1017, subsoil 0003, Trench 4. 

Incomplete tumbler lock lift key. It is L-shaped with a plain stem, square in section. 
The bit is incomplete with only one of the teeth remaining. At the head of the stem 
is a suspension loop. Very similar to an example in Manning (1985, plate 40, no. 
O32) which was from the Sandy Hoard in Bedfordshire. This example is 4th 
century in date. 
SF 1018, single fill 0023 of ditch 0022, Trench 4. 

Glass 

Piece of lightly tinted green Roman vessel glass. D-shaped in section. The vessel 
has a D shaped trail running along its length. The glass is full of bubbles. Glass of 
this type, with many bubbles present, is typical of Period 6, AD 300 – 350 (Cool 
and Price 1995, 218). Possibly a fragment from a funnel-mouthed jug which has 
thick trails below the rim. These forms are at their peak in Period 6 (Cool and Price 
1995, 219)  
SF 1044, occupation layer 0093, Trench 11. 

Saxon 

Copper alloy 

Complete Late Saxon finger ring. The hoop is oval/D-shaped in section with 
terminals that taper to points. The ring is now open oval in form with the terminals 
spread apart, but originally they would have overlapped. It is of late Saxon date c. 
800 – 1100 AD. Compare to examples from Stonham Aspal, Suffolk (Brown 
2014b) and London (Pritchard 1991, 150, fig. 3.33, no. 102). The example from 
London was made from sheet metal, rolled and hammered to form a solid piece. It 
is possible the one from Barham was formed in a similar manner as a central 
crease can be seen on the inside of the ring. The London ring is dated to the early 
12th century, with similar plain examples in silver and copper alloy also known 
from Late Saxon deposits in Norwich (Margeson and Williams 1985, 27, fig. 23, 
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no. 1 and fig. 24, no. 6). Five copper alloy examples are known from Thetford 
(Rogerson and Dallas 1984, 71, fig. 110, nos. 17 – 21) and are described as either 
finger rings or ear-rings. Two of these were associated with huts. SF 1028 was 
found in the topsoil but within close proximity of Trench 2, in which there was the 
sunken featured building. 
SF 1028, topsoil 0002 (Pl. 18). 

Plate 18.  Small Find 1028, Late Saxon finger ring 
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Medieval 

Silver 

Clipped quarter of a silver coin. In very poor condition with little detail visible on 
either face. The clipping is not precise. Obverse: part of the legend visible but only 
I I: Reverse: two of the three pellets within the quarter visible. 
SF 1029, subsoil 0003. 

Copper alloy 

Two joining strips of copper alloy sheet. Rectangular in plan. Possible remnants of 
wood on the inner surface. Could be binding for bucket or box. Corroded. Likely to 
be later medieval in date (Ian Riddler, pers comm). 
SF 1006, topsoil 0002, Trench 3. 

Incomplete mount. Only the lower section remains. It is roughly rectangular in 
plan, tapering to an oval shaped knop. The outer edges are convex. It is broken 
across the width. It is plain on the front and has a rivet on the lower part of the 
reverse, off centre. It is comparable to the types illustrated from London in 
Pritchard, 1991, fig. 3.19, nos. 47 and 51. Dates: 11th to 12th century AD (Ian 
Riddler, pers comm). 
SF 1027, topsoil 0002 

Incomplete skimmer. Discoidal, fragment including outer edge. It is slightly 
distorted. It is made from relatively thick sheeting and has three remaining 
compass-engraved concentric circles on one side which were used for setting out 
the holes. The holes appear to have been drilled/finished from the reverse side. 
One complete and four incomplete holes remain. Compare to an example from 
London that is very similar (Egan 1998, 157, fig. 126, no. 437). The London 
example dates between c. 1400 - 1450. 
SF 1032, topsoil 0002. 

Post-medieval 

Silver 

Complete silver Scottish twenty pence of Charles I, third coinage, dated to 1637 - 
1642. Obverse: worn, crowned bust facing left with XX behind. Legend: CAR DG 
MAG BRIT FRAN ET HIB. Reverse: crowned thistle, worn. Legend: IVSTITIA 
THRONVM FIRMAT. 
SF 1034, subsoil 0003. 

Copper alloy 

Front cover for a livery button. Discoidal in shape; reverse is concave with a lip 
around the edge. The front has a raised design cast in it - an anchor with rope 
twisted around it (possibly for the Franklin family, Suffolk). 
SF 1008, topsoil 0002, Trench 13. 

Complete Nuremberg jetton of the ship penny type, dating c. 1490 - 1550. 
Obverse: ship in profile with mast and rigging. Legend is [ ] n/ moBSmV [ ]. 
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Reverse: four lis within a lozenge. Both legends are likely to be fictitious. 
Anonymous issues with this design were designed by jetton makers in Nuremberg 
for the French market. Compare to Mitchiner (1988, 365 - 367, nos.1121 – 1186). 
SF 1033, topsoil 0002. 

Iron 

Elongated shank of an iron object that tapers to a point; square in section. 
Possibly a tooth from a carding comb/weaving comb. 
SF1037, topsoil 0002, Trench 9. 

Lead 

Complete, sub-spherical shot, surface pitted and dented to show use. After the 
mid-18th century, small lead shot of weights between 1 and 7 grams were usually 
buckshot, used for the hunting of game or poaching.  
SF 1009, topsoil 0002, Trench 20. 

Complete, sub-spherical shot, surface pitted and dented to show use. 
SF 1010, topsoil 0002Trench 21. 

Complete, cast sub-spherical shot, pitted on the surface from use. 
SF 1012, topsoil 0002, Trench 28. 

Modern 

Composite 

Two incomplete cartridge cases from a rifle/shotgun. Corroded and used. 
SF 1040, fill 0161 of ditch of 0160, Trench 31. 

Undated 

Copper alloy 

Incomplete stud with flat, discoidal head and shank that is square in section. 
Damaged at the tip. Front of the stud is plain. 
SF 1002, topsoil 0002, Trench 4. 

Incomplete, small section of an object with an open loop. It has a curved shaft that 
is ovoid in section. One end of the shaft is broken; the other expands into a 
flattened, broken terminal that is rectangular in plan.  
SF 1023, topsoil 0002. 

Iron 

Elongated shank, square in section and curved upwards at the tip. Probable nail. 
SF 1004, fill 0013 of sunken featured building 0012, Trench 2. 

Four ovoid shaped lumps of iron. Possibly waste material. 
SF 1020, topsoil 0002, Trench 9. 
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Incomplete axehead. It is missing the socket due to breaks in antiquity. The object 
is triangular in plan, with the remains of the socket being rectangular in section. 
The blade flares out to a curved, convex cutting edge. A similar, undated iron 
axehead has been recovered from Barham (Brown 2014c). 
SF 1024, topsoil 0002, Trench 11. 

L-shaped shank of an iron object - possibly a nail. Heavily corroded. Shank is 
square in section. 
SF 1030, subsoil 0003, Trench 93. 

Incomplete nail with flat, six sided head in plan. Shank is square in section. It is 
distorted and broken towards the tip. 
SF 1038, topsoil 0002, Trench 9. 

Near complete U-shaped fitting. The shank is square in section; however, one 
terminal is flattened - possibly for attachment. The opposing terminal is curved 
outwards to form a hook. 
SF 1039, topsoil 0002, Trench 9. 

Lead 

Fragment of lead waste; strip bent at a right angle at one end. Surfaces are 
rough/pitted. Thin rectangle in section. Possibly binding or part of a bracket. 
SF 1001, topsoil 0002, Trench 6. 

Droplet of lead waste - amorphous in shape. Probably casting waste. 
SF 1003, topsoil 0002, Trench 11. 

Amorphous lump of lead casting waste. 
SF 1021, topsoil 0002. 

Piece of lead casting waste. Looks as if part of circular pieces as the outer edge is 
convex. Fan-shaped in plan. On one surface is a small protrusion. 
SF 1022, topsoil 0002. 

Discussion 

Eight coins were identified as being of Roman date, most likely 4th century nummi. Of 

these, five have been allocated Reece periods (R17 – 21) and they reflect a date span 

of AD 343 - 395. They were primarily found in the eastern section of the site which 

neighbours with BRH 016 area. This area is known from the analysis of the metal 

detected finds to have the highest concentration of Roman artefacts (see Plouviez, 

section 7). A similar situation is noted with regard to the non-numismatic finds.  
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The tumbler lock lift key (SF1018) and the piece of vessel glass (SF1044) were both 

found in trenches in the eastern area of the site, neighbouring BRH 016. These two 

objects, along with the datable coins, suggest Roman activity during the 4th century AD, 

representing stray losses across the site. 

The finger ring SF1028 is the single metal object of Saxon date. It is Late Saxon (c. AD 

800 – 1100) and was found close to Trench 2, where the sunken featured building was 

located; it represents a casual loss from the later Saxon activity on site. 

The medieval and post-medieval finds are typical of the range of objects recovered as 

the result of manuring, a common practise during those periods, or from stray losses. 

6.11 Human skeletal remains 

Sue Anderson 

A near-complete skeleton, 0015, was recovered from a possible SFB. The skeleton was 

supine, apparently with the legs bent and the feet below the femora. The head was lying 

beside the left knee. The lower legs and feet were positioned so that the lower left leg 

was under the upper right thigh, and vice versa. 

The bones are in fair condition but the skeleton is very fragmented, with fragments of 

the torso particularly so. The skull could be partially reconstructed for measurement. 

The remains comprise fragments of cranial vault (the right side is mostly lost), maxilla 

and mandible, shoulders, fragments of spine (C1–2 and C5–T2 fairly complete, the rest 

very fragmentary), fragments of ribs, pelvis, all major long bones, most of the hands and 

parts of the feet (see Appendix 12 for diagram). 

The bones are medium–large and fairly robust, although the cranium appears more 

gracile, and the pelvis has a relatively narrow sciatic notch, suggesting that the 

individual was male. Tooth wear is heavy and there are degenerative changes, 

suggesting that he was middle-aged to old at the time of death. 
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It is not possible to determine the cranial index as the rear and right side of the skull are 

missing. Stature could be estimated as 1.746m (5’ 9”) from the femurs. 

Non-metric traits of the skull and post-cranial skeleton were scored systematically and 

are listed in Appendix 12, but nothing unusual is present.  

The dentition is complete but all four third molars are congenitally absent. Carious 

lesions are present in the upper right first and second molars (interstitial) and the former 

was large enough to cause an abscess in the maxilla. A small lesion was also present 

on the upper left second molar at the edge of the crown, possibly carious or simply a 

chip. There is moderate to considerable calculus on most of the teeth, especially the 

lower right second molar, and alveolar resorption is moderate throughout. Tooth wear is 

moderate to heavy. Pitting (hypoplasia) of the enamel of the canines may indicate a 

period of limited growth due to illness or malnutrition at the age of c. 4 years. This may 

be linked with evidence of iron deficiency anaemia seen in the skull (cribriotic cribra 

orbitalia). 

A number of degenerative changes are present. There is enthesophyte formation at the 

heel (rear calcaneum), upper leg (midshaft on the linea aspera of both femurs) and in 

the pelvis (superior part of the ilium above the sacro-iliac joint, both ischiums, and on 

the iliac crests). Osteophyte formation was observed in the wrists (distal ulnae (large), 

distal right radius), hips (acetabuli), shoulders (scapula glenoids), neck (C1–2 odontoid 

peg/facet) and spine (L2–4 bodies (large, frilly) and a few other unident frags of 

vertebral body). Osteoarthritis was noted in the neck (left side bodies of C6–7), right 

?1st rib and wrist (eburnation patch on right lunate). 

Pitting of both maxillary sinuses may be indicative of sinusitis. Evidence of physical 

stress is present in the form of Schmorl’s nodes (small in S1 body, but most other 

vertebrae were not assessable). There are vertical linear stress lesions or fractures in 

the centre-superior part of the proximal facets of both first metatarsals, and pits in the 

centre of the proximal facet of the right proximal hallucial phalange, with osteophytes. 

These lesions in the feet may be secondary to trauma in the lower leg. There is an 

oblique fracture of the right tibia shaft and fibula shaft in the distal third (Pl. 19). 
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Plate 19. Distal end of right tibia showing fracture lines (arrowed) and large ?cloaca on anterior 
tibia 
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The fractures are well-healed but with some new bone formation due to ligamentous 

tears between tibia and fibula at the distal joint. A possible cloaca is present on the 

anterior tibia within the fracture line, but there is no evidence of inflammation – the 

lesion may be the remains of healed osteomyelitis or just incomplete fusion. There is 

secondary osteophyte formation all around the superior talus and inferior tibia facets of 

the ankle, and comminuted fracture lines across the distal facet of the tibia (Pl. 20) 

suggest that the main fracture may have been caused by a high impact fall which 

involved compression of the ankle joint. 

Plate 20. Distal end of right tibia showing comminuted fracture lines 
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As would be expected given the position of the skull, there is evidence for decapitation 

in the form of two straight-edge knife cuts across the anterior part of the axis (Pl. 21). 

Plate 21. Anterior axis showing a small, shallow cut mark above a longer shallow cut mark 

Two small and poorly preserved fragments of C3 body and arch may have a cut line 

through them, but they are too abraded to be certain. The C4 is missing. The presence 

of several thin, ?knife, cut marks on the vertebrae of a decapitation is typically seen in 

Roman decapitations and suggests that the skull was removed post-mortem, as 

execution would generally involve a larger and heavier implement, even if it took more 

than one blow. 

Despite the position of the lower legs in the grave, there is no evidence for cuts at the 

knees, suggesting that the bones became detached through decay rather than 

deliberate removal. However, this must have happened at some point prior to burial in 
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order for them to have been deposited the wrong way round. 

Plate 22. Left side of skull showing lines of old breaks 

Plate 23. Fragments of parietals (inner surface), all flaked and broken in antiquity 
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There are a number of old breaks across the left parietal (Pl. 22) and a small piece of 

right parietal and a few surviving internal flakes (Pl. 23). These suggest perimortem 

trauma to the skull with radiating cracks, but the skull is too incomplete to reconstruct 

the point(s) of impact. 

In summary, the bones are those of an older adult male of above average height, with 

widespread degenerative changes, and evidence of healed and unhealed major trauma.  

Radiocarbon sample 

A 6g sample of the distal right ulna was removed for radiocarbon dating (Appendix 13). 

6.12 Faunal Remains 

Julie Curl 

Methodology 

This summary assessment was carried out following a modified version of guidelines by 

English Heritage (Davis 1992). All of the bone was scanned to determine range of 

species and elements present. A note was also made of butchering and any indications 

of skinning, hornworking and other modifications. When possible a record was made of 

ages and any other relevant information, such as pathologies. Counts and weights 

taken and additional counts were made for each species identified, Counts were also 

taken of bone classed as ‘countable’ (Davis, 1992) remains. Measureable bone was 

recorded following Von Den Driesch (1976). Information was recorded into Excel for 

analysis and table preparation (Appendix 14), the full recording is available in the digital 

archive. 

The faunal assemblage 

Quantification, provenance and preservation 

A total of 2,453g of faunal remains, consisting 380 elements, was recovered from the 

site. The bone was produced from a variety of fills, including ditches, pits, postholes and 

SFB fills. Associated finds with bone suggest date ranges from the prehistoric the 

Saxon periods, with over 42% of the remains produced associated with Iron Age finds. 
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Quantification of the faunal remains by feature type, dates and weight can be seen in 

Table 22 and by the count of elements in Table 23.  

Feature Type 

Spot date and weight in grams 
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Ditch 75 30 2 38 284 429 

Finds near inhumation 0015 93 93 

Layer 60 60 

Pit 60 4 2 554 620 

Posthole 56 56 

SFB 186 168 575 929 

SFB containing HSR 266 266 

Total by date 186 168 1036 30 6 40 987 2453 

Table 22. Quantification of the faunal assemblage by feature type, date and weight in grams 

The faunal assemblage varied in condition. Much of the assemblage was quite heavily 

fragmented, some from butchering and some from wear. Several fills showed erosion 

and damage to the surface, suggesting some weathering and perhaps acidic soil 

conditions. No canid gnawing was seen in the assemblage, but invertebrate damage 

was seen on surfaces of bone the posthole 0243. Damage and wear has resulted in at 

least some of the butchering and gnawing evidence being lost.  

Two fills produced burnt fragments. A single fragment that had been burnt black, found 

with unburnt bone, was recovered from the layer 0093. Fragments that had been 

intensely burnt to a white colour were found in ditch 0016, fill 0017. 
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Feature Type 

Spot date and weight in grams 
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Ditch 5 3 1 6 31 46 

Finds near inhumation 0015 9 9 

Layer 13 13 

Pit 24 4 2 56 86 

Posthole 12 12 

SFB 41 36 99 176 

SFB containing HSR 38 38 

Total by date 41 36 179 3 5 8 108 380 

Table 23. Quantification of the faunal assemblage by feature type, date and count of fragments 

Species 

Five species were identified in this assemblage, with quantification by feature type in 

Table 24 and by date in Table 25. The heavy fragmentation, erosion and wear of bone 

from this site has resulted in over 75% of the assemblage to be too damaged in order to 

be identified further than just plain ‘mammal’. 

Feature Type 

Species and NISP 
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Ditch 1 14 27 4 46 

Finds near inhumation 0015 7 2 9 

Layer 2 11 13 

Pit 14 61 1 10 86 

Posthole 1 8 3 12 

SFB 14 5 141 9 7 176 

SFB containing HSR 2 36 38 

Grand Total 1 54 5 286 10 24 380 

Table 24. Quantification of the faunal assemblage by feature type, species and NISP. 

For identified species, the greatest numbers of bone were recorded for cattle, which 

were found in all feature types. Several of the cattle remains were found in the fills of 

the SFB, consisting mostly of large meat-bearing bones such as adult (fill 0309) and 

juvenile (fill 0310) butchered femurs. Another butchered humerus was found in SFB fill 

0307 and a chopped and cut cattle humerus and radius in SFB fill 0014. Other cattle 

finds in SFB fill 0012 included upper teeth and a phalange.  Such remains possibly 
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related to primary and largely secondary waste; the lack of foot bones might suggest 

that skins were removed elsewhere. Skinning cuts were seen on mandibles from pit 

0178, fill 0179, and it is possible the jaws were kept for tongue and cheek meat. 

Sheep bones were found in seven fills but no bones of goat were identified. A radius 

and lower molars were found in SFB fill 0307, with some additional lower molars in SFB 

fill 0013. Other ovis remains were dominated by primary waste, including phalanges in 

pit fill 0286 and a sheep horncore in pit fill 0243. Skinning was identified on a 

metacarpal, metatarsal and cut cuboid from ditch fill 0181. A small lesion noted on the 

articular surface of a sheep’s metacarpal from ditch fill 0181 might suggest stress from 

traction. The use of sheep for traction is probably unlikely, but similar stresses might 

occur on a male sheep used for breeding. Breeding rams often battle with other sheep, 

putting strain on the front legs, while regular mounting of ewes and then dropping to the 

ground must cause some stress to the leg joints.  

Pig/boar were found in four fills. Three SFB fills in Trench 2 (0013, 0309 and 0310) 

produced porcine bone, with tibias from at least two individuals and teeth, including a 

large boar tusk from SFB fill 0310. A pig humerus was found in pit 0260, fill 0261. Many 

sites produce only juvenile or at least a majority of young pig; however, at this site three 

out of the four fills produced adult pig remains, including well-worn third molars. 

Domestic pigs, kept primarily for meat, are most often killed young, so the ages and the 

large tusk seen in this site might suggest wild boar. An equid was represented by five 

teeth from Trench 2, SFB fills 0012 and 0013, identified as upper and lower molars and 

a lower premolar; the wear on the teeth suggests a mature animal and the size of the 

teeth indicates a pony. 

A single fowl distal tibiotarsus was produced from the ditch 0239, fill 0240; the only 

associated sherd found together with this bird bone dates in the LBA-EIA, suggesting an 

early fowl or possibly residual or intrusive finds. 

Overall, butchering was relatively scarce. Some bones showed chop marks from 

dismemberment and production of joints of meat. Fine knife cuts were seen from 

skinning and removal of flesh. The poor condition of some of the bone has undoubtedly 

led to the destruction of some of the butchering evidence.  
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Discussion  

The assemblage from this site consists of a range of primary and secondary butchering 

and food waste. The remains are dominated by waste from the main domestic stock of 

cattle and sheep, with some pig, although wild boar hunting is suggested by ages of 

porcine bones. Approximately half of the remains were produced from the SFB fills in 

Trench 2, which also contained an inhumation. 

The fowl bone from ditch fill 0240 is of a potentially early date range for this species. 

The earliest known fowls in central Europe are around the seventh century BC. In 

Britain, the earliest records date in the Early Iron Age, in Hertfordshire (Legge et al, 

1989, Poole, 2010) and Hampshire (Hamilton, 2000), although it is not until the late Iron 

Age that fowl became established (Poole, 2010).  

Recommendations for further work 

If dating and phasing is revised, then interpretation of some bone and features might be 

possible, in particular the fowl remains. However, overall, the bone in this assemblage is 

in poor condition and of limited research potential and there is little scope for further 

work. 

6.13 Shell 

Ioannis Smyrnaios 

The evaluation produced a total of ninety-eight pieces of shell weighing 102 grams 

(Table 26). The only marine shells were six pieces of bivalvia found in context 0087 in 

Trench 17, which contained a broken in situ pot with possible quern stone, lifted en bloc 

from pit fill 0086. Terrestrial shells were produced from ditch fills 0222 in Trench 84 and 

0240 in Trench 93. The latter fill produced the largest and best-preserved quantity of 

terrestrial shell in the entire assemblage. The only species identified was common snail. 

Ctxt Type No. Wt/g Comments 
0087 shell 6 5 Marine bivalvia 
0222 shell 4 2 Terrestrial 
0240 shell 88 95 Terrestrial 

Table 26.  Quantification of shell by context 
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6.14 Environmental evidence 

Anna West 

Introduction and methods  

Twenty-five bulk samples were taken from archaeological features during the 

evaluation. Features sampled date from the Bronze Age, Iron Age and Saxon periods, 

although a small number remains undated. A targeted sub-sampling was undertaken in 

full in order to assess the preservation of any plant remains present and their potential 

to provide useful data as part of the archaeological investigations. For the purposes of 

this assessment seventeen samples were selected and processed. The remaining eight 

samples were retained unprocessed.  

Samples were processed using manual water flotation/washover and the flot was 

collected in a 300 micron mesh sieve. The dried flots were scanned using a binocular 

microscope at x16 magnification and the presence of any plant remains or artefacts are 

noted on Appendix 11. Identification of plant remains is with reference to New Flora of 

the British Isles (Stace, 1997). 

The non-floating residues were collected in a 1mm mesh and sorted when dry. All 

artefacts/ecofacts were retained for inclusion in the finds total. The residues were also 

scanned with a magnet to retrieve any hammerscale or ferrous spheroids present. 

Quantification  

For the purpose of this initial assessment, items such as seeds, cereal grains and small 

animal bones have been scanned and recorded quantitatively according to the following 

categories: 

# = 1-10, ## = 11-50, ### = 51+ specimens 

Items that cannot be easily quantified such as charcoal, magnetic residues and 

fragmented bone have been scored for abundance: 

x = rare, xx = moderate, xxx = abundant 
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Results 

Most of the samples contained fibrous rootlet fragments in moderate quantities; these 

are modern contaminants and are considered intrusive within the archaeological 

deposits. Insect remains were present in six samples, comprising mainly beetle and 

millipede fragments. Terrestrial snails were also common within many of the flots. No 

attempt has been made to identify this material for the purposes of this report. 

Preservation of the plant macrofossils present is through charring and is generally fair to 

poor. Wood charcoal fragments were present in all of the samples and made up the 

majority of the material present. Most of the samples produced flots of 100ml or less 

and these were scanned in full. Three samples produced flots of between 120ml and 

400ml. A maximum of 100ml from these larger flots were scanned for the purposes of 

this report.  

Often, the charcoal recovered was highly comminuted and of little value for species 

identification or radiocarbon dating. However, within some of the larger flots, fragments 

could be identified as being ring porous. No species identification was attempted on the 

wood charcoal beyond this point.  

Cereal grains were present in the majority of the samples processed and were most 

common within the bulk samples from the SFB fills. A portion of the cereal grains 

recovered were puffed and distorted as though they had been exposed to combustion at 

high temperatures. Many of the caryopses were also very fragmented and abraded 

making identification to species difficult or impossible. Barley (Hordeum sp.) was the 

most common identifiable cereal, with possible wheat (Triticum sp.) caryopses being 

rare. One or two of those wheat caryopses appeared to be elongated, which may 

suggest the presence of spelt wheat (Triticum spelta L.). A single Barley rachis segment 

was observed within Sample 8, from ditch 0035. Grass type (Poaceae) caryopses were 

also present, but many of the caryopses were so fragmented that it was difficult to 

distinguish between cereal grains and grass fruits. Other than the single Barley rachis 

segment, no other chaff elements, rachis fragments, glume bases or spikelet forks were 

observed within the scanned flots. Had such evidence been found, this would have 

suggested cereal processing taking place on site. 

A small number of possible charred legume fragments were observed within Sample 1, 
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from SFB 0012 and another possible fragment within Sample 25, from post hole 0249 in 

trench 19. Historically, pulses have provided an important source of protein within the 

diet, however as they do not require processing with heat in the way cereals often do, 

they are less likely to be exposed to chance preservation through charring and are often 

under-represented in the archaeological record. 

Charred hazel (Corylus avellana L.) nutshell fragments were present in six samples and 

were most numerous in Sample 16, from pit 0275 in Trench 25, dating from the late 

Bronze Age to early Iron Age. Hazel nutshells are frequently recovered from prehistoric 

features and may represent a gathered food or fuel resource.  

Charred weed seeds were rare within the samples, with possible grass family 

(Poaceae) fruits being most common. Knotweed family (Polygonaceae), cleavers 

(Galium sp.) and legumes (Fabeaceae) were all observed in small numbers or as single 

specimens. These could represent crop contaminates or material incorporated within 

collected fuel.  

Uncharred weed seeds were also rare only being present in small numbers. Black 

nightshade (Solanum nigrum L.), knotweed family (Polygonaceae), clover/medicks 

(Trifolium/Mediago sp.), goosefoot family (Chenopodiaceae), speedwells (Veronica sp.) 

and brambles (Rubus sp.) were all present but usually in less than ten specimens at a 

sample, except than Chenopodium seeds which were numerous where present. 

Although many of these are common weeds of cultivated or rough/open ground, in the 

present samples none of them were found to be either charred or abraded; therefore, 

they could possibly represent material from the background soil seed bank, being 

intrusive within the archaeological context sampled.  

Flake and spheroid hammerscale was recovered from five of the samples, and was 

particularly common within Sample 4 from pit 0071. This sample contained moderate 

amounts of slag and the hammerscale. Material recovered from both the non-floating 

residue and the flot have been submitted to the relevant specialist together with the 

hand collected slag from the same context. Hammerscale is produced during smithing 

and its presence suggests that metalworking activities were taking place in the vicinity. 
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Discussion and recommendations for further work 

In general, the samples were fair to poor in terms of identifiable material. Charred cereal 

grains were present in low numbers in many of the samples, only being common within 

the fills from the SFB. The mixed nature of these deposits suggests domestic waste 

deliberately disposed within the backfill of this feature. 

Many of the cereal remains recovered from the other pits and ditches sampled were 

fragmented and abraded making a definite species identification difficult to impossible.  

Although the remains were relatively sparse they clearly indicate that agricultural, 

domestic and light industrial activities were taking place in the vicinity. The presence of 

legumes although only observed in very small numbers suggests horticultural activities. 

On the whole most of the samples suggest general domestic and occupation debris 

deliberately deposited within the archaeological features. The predominance of barley 

grains and legumes resembles Iron Age material. Generally, the flots are rather 

homogeneous in nature across the trenches and across the features sampled, 

regardless of date. This may suggest that some of the material examined may be 

residual or intrusive within the contexts sampled.  

Recommendations for further work 

It is not recommended that any further work should be carried out on these samples at 

this stage, as they have little further information to offer to this investigation. They 

should, however, be retained as part of the site archive. If further interventions are 

made on the site, it is recommended that further bulk samples should be taken from 

sealed and dated contexts in order to provide information regarding the nature of the 

cereal waste and the metal working activities identified during this evaluation. 

6.15 Discussion of material evidence 

Ioannis Smyrnaios 

Early prehistory 

Early prehistoric activity was noted in Trenches 9, 17, 19, 25, 51, 72, 84, 93 and 96. 

With exception of the four latter trenches, the majority of early prehistoric material was 
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found mixed with pottery sherds of later dates; therefore, the material is residual and 

most likely mixed during later phases of occupation on site. 

The most important prehistoric artefacts from the site included a residual LNE-EBA 

discoidal type flint core from Trench 9; a large early prehistoric situla jar of the West 

Harling style from Trench 17; and, several LNE-EBA decorated beaker sherds from 

Trench 19, most likely contemporary with a flint flake from the same context. Trench 72 

produced a blade of possible Mesolithic or Neolithic date, which predates the only LBA-

EIA sherd recovered in the same context, and is also the earliest find from the entire 

site. A tapering blade-like flake of earlier Neolithic date was recovered from Trench 84, 

which contained no pottery at all. Finally Trenches 93 and 96 produced only few sherds, 

which date in the LBA-EIA and LNE-EBA respectively. At the current stage of work, 

material evidence suggests that Trenches 72, 84, 93 and 99 are likely to be associated 

solely with early prehistoric activities. 

Iron Age and Roman phases 

Iron Age and Roman finds (including Late Iron Age/transitional) comprise the vast 

majority of evidence from site. Trenches 5, 11, 17, 19, 21, 25, 32 and 58 produced 

Middle to Late Iron Age pottery, and in Trenches 11 and 21 such sherds were found 

mixed with Roman CBM. 

Pottery dating to the Late Iron Age/Roman period was recovered in Trenches 4, 5, 20, 

25, 83, 89 and 107. In Trenches 4 and 83, such sherds were once again mixed with 

Roman CBM. The majority of metal-detected small finds from the site are dated to the 

later Roman period. The site produced a range of late Roman copper alloy coins from 

the 4th century AD, an iron tumbler lock key from the same period, and also a piece of 

late Roman green class. Roman metal detected finds were scattered to the eastern 

areas of the site, where previous investigations on BRH 018 have revealed artefacts of 

contemporary date.   

Trenches 33, 35, 57 and 67 produced solely Roman CBM. Even though such trenches 

may be characterised as Roman, one should bear in mind that Roman CBM was 
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scavenged and reused widely during later times, particularly during the Saxon period. 

Therefore, the dating of these four trenches in unclear. 

Saxon 

Early Saxon 

Early Saxon pottery was found in Trenches 2 and 9. In Trench 2, in particular, the date 

of such sherds coincided with the radiocarbon date of the human SFB burial, which was 

placed during the late 5th/early 6th century AD. The Early Saxon pottery from Trench 2 

was heavily mixed with earlier prehistoric and Iron Age pottery. This mixing is likely due 

to the collection and reuse of earlier artefacts during Saxon times, or due to the 

backfilling of the SFB during Saxon times with soil dug from layers associated with 

earlier prehistoric activities. 

Trench 9 contained Early Saxon pottery, which could have been contemporary to the 

slag found in pit fills 0104 and 0072 of the same trench. Such slag related to secondary 

smelting activities and the repair of metal objects, and is likely to be Early Saxon. 

Middle Saxon 

Middle Saxon Ipswich wares were found in Trenches 2 and 19. Furthermore, one of the 

most important ceramic finds from the site, SF 1007, was found on top of the buried 

skeleton in Trench 2, and could possibly be a Rhenish import dating in Middle Saxon 

times.           

Late Saxon 

Late Saxon Thetford-type wares were found in Trenches 7, 8 and 19. In Trench 19 such 

pottery was found mixed with prehistoric and Roman sherds, including thirty-seven 

pieces of later prehistoric flint. A metal-detected Late Saxon ring, SF 1028, was found 

close to the burial in Trench 2, although it may not be directly associated with it. The 

ring dates in the 9th-11th century AD. 

Medieval and post-medieval 

Material evidence for medieval and post-medieval activities are sparse. The medieval 

period is noted in relation to a single CBM piece recovered in Trench 49, also found 

together with Roman CBM. The only medieval sherd from the entire site was found in 

the SFB fill 0012 in Trench 2, which associated with the Early Saxon human burial. 

Finally, the medieval and post medieval periods were represented by two unstratified 
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metal-detected silver coins and a possibly imported copper alloy jetton dating c. 1490-

1550. Some lead small finds from the topsoil of Trenches 20, 21 and 28 related to post-

medieval activities. 

7. Analysis of Metal Detector finds

Jude Plouviez 

The metal detecting data 

The fields north and west of Barham church (HER refs BRH 018 and BRH 016 

respectively) were first metal detected by members of the Ipswich and District 

Detecting Club in c 1979 who reported the material to archaeologists at Suffolk County 

Council. Detecting survey of these and adjacent arable fields has continued up to the 

present, with by far the greatest amount of work carried out by Terry Marsh who 

scrupulously recorded finds locations, mostly on paper maps and in recent years using 

a handheld GPS. The records, consisting of copies of paper maps, lists of finds 

identifications, photographs and drawings are held by SCCAS. Since the introduction of 

the Portable Antiquities Scheme (https://finds.org.uk/database) the finds have been 

recorded onto the PAS database and illustrations uploaded to it.  

The significance of the Anglo-Saxon finds has been discussed by John Newman (2003 

in Pestell and Ulmschneider) and they were listed and illustrated in the Anglo-Saxon 

corpus by Stanley West (1998, but with a cut-off date for inclusion of artefacts of 1990). 

Newman also illustrated the distribution of Roman finds in BRH 016 and 018 as 

compared to the Anglo-Saxon (2003, fig 9.2) and briefly summarised the Roman 

evidence at the site. 

For this report the BRH 016, BRH 025 and 027 HER paper-based data has been used 

to compile a data table of the finds, with linked mapping wherever possible; this 

information was drawn from scanned copies of the parish files from the HER. The 

existence of drawings and references to photographs were noted, but it was not feasible 

to include examination of the photographic archive to verify identifications and queries. 

Data from the PAS database for Barham was downloaded (on August 15th 2016) and 

the relevant sites selected by mapping of this assemblage, because HER numbers were 

not consistently recorded on the PAS records. A total of 835 finds were listed from the 
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paper records, of which 604 were locatable from the maps, and 260 finds were recorded 

from the PAS database, giving a total of 1095 detected items.  

The assemblage of finds from BRH 018 is larger in quantity and covers a similar area to 

BRH 016. It has not been catalogued here, but some reference is made to key finds in 

the Roman and Anglo-Saxon periods, and the extent of Roman and Anglo-Saxon finds 

in 018 has been plotted from combined maps produced by John Newman (and used in 

Newman 2003, Fig 9.2). Distribution of the metal detected finds are shown by period in 

figures 17 to 21. 

Prehistoric 

One Middle Bronze Age spearhead (677) from BRH 027 is the only item recorded 

before the later Iron Age. In the second half of the 1st century BC a possible small 

hoard of coins is recorded in the BRH 027 and 025 areas; an unusual assemblage that 

consists mainly of early Icenian silver units of Bury type (8 of) and a single gold quarter 

stater of Atrebatic type and is scattered over some 300m by 200m. Given the extent of 

the scatter it is possible that this is not a single deposit, particularly the contemporary 

gold quarter stater which was found at the eastern edge of the group. A second, later, 

group of three coins from the east and south of the BRH 016 area includes a stater of 

Addedomaros and two silver units of Icenian ECEN type which probably relate to 

activity in the 1st half of the 1st century AD (up to c. 60). As normal, other Iron Age 

metal artefacts are rare but do include a toggle from BRH 027 and a couple of strap 

fittings from BRH 016. Brooches of 1st century date are considered with the Roman 

assemblages below as only one (a Rosette type) might be a pre-43 loss.  

Roman 

A total of 461 Roman detected finds are recorded, the vast majority (422) in the BRH 

016 area, where the mapped distribution shows a strong concentration at the eastern 

side of the field. The finds from the rest of the area including BRH027 and 025 are 

relatively dispersed. The majority of the finds are coins (399, of which 26 derive from 

BRH 027 and 025), with 30 brooches and a variety of other items. In broad terms the 

coins follow a fairly normal chronological pattern (see graphs Figs. 15 and 16) very 

comparable to the Suffolk norm in the 1st to 3rd centuries but with a declining pattern in 

the second half of the 4th century (periods 18 to 21) which is often found in the east of 
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Suffolk, including at the small town at Hacheston (but apparently not at the nearby 

Coddenham small town). Activity evidenced by the coins begins in the 1st century, in 

the main area of BRH 016 with a single Neronian coin. The pattern in the BRH025/027 

area is different and accounts for the slightly above normal showing in the graph in 

Periods 1 and 2.  

Figure 15.  Barham 016-025-027 Roman coins, total 304 

Figure 16.  Suffolk/British Means 
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This group consists of two 1st century BC silver denarii, most unusually a bronze as of 

84BC, and two contemporary copies of asses of Claudius I. Although the Roman denarii 

and the early as are actually close in production date to the late Iron Age possible hoard 

coins described above it is more likely that they were brought to Britain with the invading 

army in the mid-1st century AD; the production of the Claudian as copies in c. 45-60 is 

also associated with the military. Another unusual find from this area is a copper-alloy 

buckle from scale armour (lorica segmentata), re-inforcing the impression that this lower 

part of the site had direct contact with troops based in the Coddenham forts 2.4km 

along the Gipping valley. The small group of 20 identifiable coins from this area also 

includes relatively few coins post-260.  

The non-numismatic Roman material includes a range of copper-alloy brooches (30) 

spanning the mid-1st to 3rd century, five silver and copper-alloy finger rings and three 

fragments of late bracelets. There are various cosmetic and personal items, strap 

fittings which again suggesting some military contact, copper-alloy vessel fittings, a key 

and a lock bolt – overall a fairly diverse range of metalwork. A rapid scan of material 

from BRH 018 suggests a similar range but also including a seal box. Fieldwalking by 

SCC in the early 1990’s found Roman pottery and some building material on both BRH 

016 and 018, but no indications of a villa-type high status building. Features identified in 

the excavations in BRH 017 and 018 were mainly ditches, those in BRH 017 backfilled 

by the end of the 2nd century, with undated timber structures discussed below as 

possibly Anglo-Saxon. The coin evidence may indicate that activity ceased by the end 

of the 4th century and there is little direct evidence for Anglo-Saxon use of Roman 

material – just one late 3rd century coin has been pierced for suspension (and two have 

central holes). 

Anglo-Saxon 

62 finds of Anglo-Saxon date are recorded, of which seven were found in the BRH 

025/027 area. The distribution at the crest of the hill in BRH 016 is similar to the Roman 

with a focus to the east but is perhaps less concentrated and more diffusely spread over 

the whole area.  

The group of 20 coins (which is less than half the complete assemblage for 016 and 018 

combined) includes one gold Merovingian tremissis (590-670) and two early English 

thrymsas (c 655-680). The fifteen silver sceattas include various Continental and 
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English types spanning the end of the 7th and first half of the 8th century, with a silver 

penny of Edmund (855-869) and another possible fragment of a penny. 

There are no objects that can be attributed to the early or mid-5th century, but a few 

brooches suggest that activity begins in the late 5th or 6th century. Within BRH 016 a 

complete cruciform brooch (SF-3C3EF6) and the (very similar) foot of another were 

found about 69m apart and might have derived from an inhumation burial; a complete 

small-long brooch (BRH 030, 704) was found at the north-west periphery of BRH 016. A 

couple of cruciform brooch foot fragments were also found in BRH 027 and BRH 025.  

Other metal artefacts confirm the coin evidence that the site is of high status in the 7th 

century – from BRH 016 a gold and garnet mount (84) from a sword or a composite 

brooch (West 1998 Fig 5 no 47) and a simpler small gold mount (SF-E8F571) perhaps 

from a buckle plate. From BRH 018 a large gilded copper-alloy mount, perhaps from a 

shield or a casket (West 1998, Fig 7 no 70; Webster and Backhouse 1991, 56, no 39) is 

a striking piece of the early 7th century. Overall the 016/018 assemblage includes 

material suggesting intense activity between the 7th and 9th century, with buckles, 

brooches, pins, tweezers, strap ends, dress hooks and various decorative fittings from 

BRH 016 (West 1998, Fig 3 no 6, Fig 4 nos 20, 23, 24, 26, 27, Fig 6 no 68, Fig 7 nos 

69, 81). Field walking in 1991 also produced a hand-made organic-tempered sherd and 

Ipswich ware sherds in the BRH 016 area. The excavation at BRH 017 (Plouviez 1993), 

west of the churchyard, identified one ditch that although mainly containing Roman finds 

also included sherds of late Saxon Thetford ware. A stratigraphically earlier ditch was 

either backfilled in the very late Roman period or later. These ditches cut a rectangular 

slot, probably the foundation for a timber structure measuring about 9m long and over 

4.5m wide. To the north part of a possible rectangular posthole structure over 7m long is 

also undated but on the same alignment. Given the concentration of Anglo-Saxon finds 

around the churchyard it is tempting to see these possible buildings as 7th or 8th 

century. Other small test pit excavations in BRH 018 revealed prehistoric and Roman 

features but apparently none of Anglo-Saxon date, although sherds of hand-made and 

Ipswich Ware pottery were recovered. The possibility remains that much of the Barham 

Anglo-Saxon complex was given over to periodic market activity leaving little 

archaeological trace below the ploughsoil. 

Medieval  

The 218 medieval detected objects are found across the entire area, with a greater 

density in the BRH 025/027 area perhaps related to roadside settlement along the old 
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Norwich road. Much of the material may be a result of stray losses and manuring. 

Eighty-six silver coins, mostly pennies, span the mid-12th to 16th centuries, and the 

date distribution has not been analysed (much of the recorded information is fairly 

minimal, and many of the coins were in poor condition). The other metal finds include 

numerous copper-alloy buckles, strap fittings, harness fittings etc and nothing 

particularly unusual or indicative of high status activity. 

Post Medieval and Undated 

178 objects are listed as post-medieval (but there are some inconsistencies in the 

division between medieval and post-medieval records) and 121 are listed as of 

uncertain date; there are also 39 items plotted from the maps for which no information 

at all was found. 

Summary 

The metal-detected finds suggest some activity in the lower part of the field (BRH 025 

and BRH 027) in the 1st century BC and in the mid-1st century AD. A more substantial 

Roman site covering about 6 hectares at the crest of the hill (BRH 016, 017, 018) was 

probably in use from the mid or late 1st to late 4th centuries; the range of artefacts 

suggests some interaction with the military forts and small town at Coddenham. The 

most significant phase is the Anglo-Saxon activity in the same area of the crest of the 

hill. The finds suggest a high status settlement between the 7th and 9th centuries, 

probably originating in the late 5th or 6th century. The presence of Continental and early 

English gold coinage in the 7th century is comparable with a small number of other East 

Anglian sites, including Rendlesham and Coddenham (CDD 022), but Barham seems to 

be less extensive and probably less affluent than these. However, in contrast to both 

Rendlesham and Coddenham it continues to flourish into the 9th century, perhaps a 

wealthy rural estate with links to the urban centre at Ipswich. 



Figure 17.  Distribution of prehistoric metal detector finds
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Figure 18.  Distribution of Roman metal detector finds
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Figure 19.  Distribution of Anglo Saxon metal detector finds
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Figure 20.  Distribution of Medieval metal detector finds
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Figure 21.  Distribution of Post Medieval and undated metal detector finds
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8. Discussion

Anglo-Saxon activity on the site is limited to the light land at the crest of the hill, 

supported by the metal detected finds assemblage. However, its limited nature should 

not diminish its significance, not least because of the presence of a securely dated 

structure in SFB 0012. Radiocarbon dating of skeleton 0015 (Appendix 13), interred as 

part of the backfilling process, shows the building going out of use in the mid sixth to 

seventh centuries, a time at which the metal detected finds suggest Barham is a high 

status settlement. The presence of closing deposits within the backfill of sunken 

featured buildings is documented within the archaeological record, however, these 

usually take the form of articulated or disarticulated animal remains or metal, ceramic or 

bone objects while instances of disarticulated human bone, sometimes mixed with 

animal bone, have also been recorded. The deposition of articulated human remains in 

this context is unusual. Two SFBs excavated at Eye Kettleby, Leicestershire, each 

contained articulated infant skeletons while at Catholme in Staffordshire an adult 

skeleton was recorded as being in a grave cut within the backfill of an SFB 

(Hammerow, archaeologydataservice.co.uk), these examples differ from skeleton 0015, 

however. With examples of deviant burial usually occurring within normal cemeteries, 

the placement of the remains within this context may be casual disposal in an 

opportune place although the suggested post mortem decapitation would seem to attest 

to a level of thought having gone into the treatment of the remains making casual 

disposal is perhaps less likely. While there is evidence for decapitation being deliberate 

there are no cut marks to suggest the same for the legs. This may suggest a period of 

time between death and interment, however, it would seem slightly strange that a 

robust joint like the knee would give way while more delicate appendages like the 

fingers survived. If this man was executed, as would seem plausible, another 

suggestion may be that he had some association with the building in which he was left 

and this was a superstitious formal closing ritual. It is possible that the suggested 

interval between death and interment was due to the body being left on display as a 

deterrent, perhaps near to SFB 0012 which, due to its location towards the crest of the 

hill, would have been widely visible. It is easy to speculate about this death and 

deposition but without further archaeological investigation of this part of the site 

conclusions are difficult to draw; it may be that this was an event in isolation although it 

remains possible that this method of disposal may be more widespread on the site, with 

skeleton 0015 representing part of a possible execution cemetery.  
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The corner of another feature which appeared similar to SFB 0012 was identified, but 

not excavated, only half a metre to the northwest of SFB 0012 and, while it is impossible 

to be sure without excavation, it is tempting to assume that this represents a second 

building. This would potentially place the focus of earlier Anglo-Saxon activity to the 

north and northeast of the crest of the hill. This is supported by the presence of deposit 

0093, which would appear to have spread downhill, and to the south, from the crest on 

which 0012 sits. Local examples of these probable midden deposits at Carlton Colville 

and Brandon, and potentially Rendlesham, show them to be close to the major 

settlement buildings (Scull et al. Antiquity, 2016). Homogenous and containing mixed 

material these dark earth layers can be difficult to date securely and in this is also true 

in this instance. The artefactual evidence suggests a potential late prehistoric to Roman 

date for this layer however the stratigraphic relationships present in Trenches 3, 4 and 9 

suggest a post-Roman date for this deposit. Thetford ware pottery recovered from 

Trench 19, and also the previous excavation to the west of the site at BRH 017, shows 

that Saxon settlement either expanded or gravitated towards the church during the ninth 

to eleventh centuries. It is possible that the postholes in Trenches 6 and 19 along with 

the right-angled gullies in Trench 8 represent further Anglo-Saxon buildings, however, 

this could not be confirmed by the evaluation. 

The site offers a favourable position and agricultural conditions and it would seem this 

has been exploited fairly continuously through antiquity. Late Neolithic to Early Bronze 

Age activity is evidenced by two pits to the east, again at the top of the hill that the site 

sits on. Both these pits contain enough domestic waste to suggest small scale 

settlement, likely to be a small farmstead utilising the lighter land. There is an absence 

of evidence for activity through the greater part of the Bronze Age, however this does 

not necessarily mean that the site was deserted through this period. It is reasonable to 

assume such evidence may survive outside the confines of the evaluation trenches 

given that earlier and later Bronze Age activity has been seen. This later Bronze Age 

activity is dispersed with scattered discrete pits recorded both on the higher ground to 

the east and the lower ground to the west. A possible rectilinear field system to the west 

of the site may also be dated to this period. While no discrete features dating to the 

Middle Iron Age were recorded on the site, pottery of this date was recovered from three 

ditches suggesting a continuation of settlement through this period. Pottery from this 

date and the Late Iron Age was recovered from two similar large pits, potentially at least 

6m in diameter and over 2m deep. Although it is possible that these were simply 
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extraction pits, the limited excavation carried out within them would suggest that this 

was not the case. These two pits and a third suggested by the geophysical survey, but 

unfortunately not recognised during the evaluation, are roughly equally spaced and also 

form a rough north south alignment. This alignment is along a small ridge at the base of 

the upper slope of the field overlooking the central clay plateau. Although their function 

is unknown it is possible that these large pits represent some form of boundary between 

hilltop settlement to the east and open arable land to the west. Similar Iron Age hilltop 

settlement has been recorded nearby to the north at Barham quarry and also slightly 

further to the north at Coddenham quarry. As at Barham quarry, and perhaps to a lesser 

extent at Coddenham, this occupation continues into the Roman period with two ditches 

apparently enclosing an area around the church where previous excavations have 

uncovered Roman features. Although Roman building material was present in a number 

of features across the site it is not thought that the amount recovered would suggest a 

building was actually present on the site, but more likely to the east, perhaps enclosed 

by the double ditches.  

Interestingly very little evidence of activity in the medieval period was recovered, either 

near to the church at the eastern end of the site or along the edge of Norwich Road to 

the west. It would seem that the focus of occupation in this period moved to the plateau 

of high ground to the east and north of the church and that the site was given over 

entirely to cultivation. This cultivation continued into the post-medieval period with 

occasional episodes of mineral extraction taking place. The post-medieval field divisions 

shown on historic maps and excavated during the evaluation have been shown to follow 

the changes in the underlying drift geology. A number of features, mainly ditches, 

remain undated and it is likely that these do not all relate to the same period but are 

rather a palimpsest of field systems. The parallel and closely spaced shallow gullies 

recorded in some of the trenches over the central clay plateau may relate to particular 

agricultural methods suited to wet conditions, although they may, of course, simply be 

associated with drainage. 

The general distribution of metal detected finds over the site, as discussed in section 7 

and shown in figures 17 to 21, broadly follows the distribution of excavated features 

with the highest frequency of both finds and features of the Saxon and Roman periods 

occurring on the higher ground to the east while on the central clay plateau there are 

both fewer detected finds and recorded features.  
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This is not the case for the lower ground to the west. Here the instances of detected 

finds increase again, although far fewer features were recorded than higher up the 

slope. When examined by period the correlation between excavated features and 

detected finds is less valuable. The distribution plots for the Roman and Saxon periods 

(Figs. 18 and 19) show high frequencies of detected finds in the eastern part of the site, 

and in the field to the east beyond the site boundary. This accords with the 

concentration of excavated features on the lighter land at the top of the hill. The plots 

suggest that the main focus of activity in these periods is in fact on the field to the east 

of the site (around BRH 018) with the edge of the western area of settlement 

encroaching into the present site. Interestingly, the distribution of Roman finds is slightly 

denser within the potential double ditched enclosure. This trend continues for the Saxon 

period although it is notable that while a number of finds are recorded around Trenches 

18 and 19 fewer are recorded around SFB 0012. Conversely, the majority of the Iron 

Age detected finds are recorded to the west of the site in contrast to the frequency of 

the features which, although spread more generally, are also predominantly to the east. 

This discrepancy, and also the occurence of Roman and Saxon finds to the west, could 

be accounted for by movement by both natural soil processes and also by the plough. 

Medieval and post-medieval finds follow the same pattern, although they are 

proportionately more frequent to the west of the site where they may relate to roadside 

activity and mineral extraction shown on historic maps, rather than occupation. This 

contrasts with the concentration of medieval finds to the east which may be related to 

general activity around the church. It should be noted that while a number of post-

medieval features were recorded, none were attributed to the medieval period. It is 

possible that some of the medieval metal finds therefore derive from manuring. 

9. Conclusions

Multi-period occupation of the site has been clearly demonstrated by the evaluation with 

well-preserved deposits producing artefactual evidence dating from the late Neolithic 

through to the late Anglo-Saxon periods. The levels of occupation vary across the site 

with the greatest concentration of features on the high ground to the east and it is here 

where the archaeology revealed so far has the most significance. Structural deposits 

relating to the potentially high status Anglo-Saxon settlement are present and it is 

possible that more survive, however it should be noted that SFB 0012 was encountered 

at only 0.38m below the ground level and had clearly suffered sever truncation.
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The evidence for Saxon settlement follows a tradition of hilltop occupation of the site 

dating from at least the Neolithic and there is the potential for the survival of deposits 

relating to the development of the site from earlier prehistory through to the transition 

to Roman rule and on into and beyond the Roman period. 

It is clear that there are surviving archaeological deposits present which are of at least 

regional significance. It could be argued that if the unusual evidence discovered in 

SFB 0012 turned out to be more widespread then the site could be nationally 

significant. These deposits could be damaged or destroyed by development of the 

site. Therefore, it might be expected that any development in archaeologically 

sensitive areas would require further archaeologcal mitigation.

10. Archive deposition

The site archive will be kept at the SACIC office in Needham Market until it is deposited 

with the County HER, maintained by SCCAS/CT at Bury St. Edmunds. 
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1. Introduction 

• A program of geophysical survey, analysis of previous metal-detecting finds, and 

archaeological evaluation is required to assess the site of residential development 

at land north of Church Lane, Barham, Suffolk (Fig. 1) for heritage assets, prior to 

consideration of a future planning application, in accordance with paragraphs 128 

and 129 of the National Planning Policy Framework.  

• The work required was first detailed in a Brief (dated 23/06/2016), produced by the 

archaeological adviser to the Local Planning Authority (LPA), Rachael Abraham of 

Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service (SCCAS). Subsequent discussions 

with Faye Minter at SCCAS have led to alterations to these requirements (outlined 

in an email dated 22/07/2016) and these are addressed as required in the 

following method statement. 

• Suffolk Archaeology (SACIC) has been contracted to carry out the project. This 

document details how the requirements of the Brief and general SCCAS 

guidelines (SCCAS, 2011) will be met, and has been submitted to SCCAS for 

approval on behalf of the LPA.  It provides the basis for measurable standards and 

will be adhered to in full, unless otherwise agreed with SCCAS. 

• It should be noted that the geophysical survey and evaluation is only the first stage 

in a potential program of works and that this Written Scheme of Investigation 

(WSI) covers this stage only. Any further stages of archaeological work that are 

required in relation to the proposed development will be specified by SCCAS, will 

require new documentation (Brief and WSI) and estimate of costs. Such works 

could have considerable time and cost implications for the development and the 

client is advised to consult with SCCAS as to their obligations following receipt of 

the evaluation report.  

2. The Site 

• The site consists of c.18ha of open arable farmland, situated on a slight west 

facing slope which descends into the valley of the River Gipping. The site is 

bounded to the north and east by arable farmland, to the south by Church Lane 

and modern housing of the village of Claydon, and to the west by Norwich Road.  
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3. Archaeological and historical background 

• The Brief states that the condition has been placed as the site ‘has never been the 

subject of systematic archaeological investigation; however, it is situated in a 

topographically favourable location for archaeology of all periods, overlooking the 

River Gipping. Within the site itself, extensive scatters of Iron Age, Roman, Saxon, 

medieval and post-medieval finds are recorded on the County Historic 

Environment Record (BRN 016, 027 and 030). A number of other multi-period 

scatters have also been recorded in fields surrounding the site (BRH 007, 018, 

025 and 045). The Saxon St Mary’s church is also located on the edge of the 

proposed development area (BRH 017). Archaeological investigations at Barham 

quarry have revealed extensive remains of prehistoric and Roman occupation, 

including kilns and ovens (BRH 006, 013, 015 and 043), alongside a number of 

medieval human skeletons (BRH 009). As a result there is very high potential for 

extensive below ground archaeological remains to survive within this proposed 

development area. Groundworks associated with development have the potential 

to damage or destroy any surviving archaeological remains.’ 

 

  
Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 1. Location map 
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4. Project Objectives 

• The aim of the full project is to accurately quantify the quality and extent of the 

site’s archaeological resource so that an assessment of any proposed 

development impact upon heritage assets can be made.  

• The project is to comprise of 3 separate stages of work. The first two, a non-

intrusive geophysical survey and an assessment of all previously metal-detected 

finds from the site, will be used to inform the third stage of trial trench evaluation. 

• The evaluation will: 

o ‘Ground-truth’ the geophysical results and metal detecting assessment results. 

o Establish whether any archaeological deposits exist in the application area, with 

particular regard to any which are of sufficient importance to merit preservation in 

situ.  

o Identify the date, approximate form and function of any archaeological deposits 

within the application area.  

o Establish the extent, depth and quality of preservation of any archaeological 

deposits within the application area.  

o Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses and whether masking alluvial or 

colluvial deposits are present. 

o Establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence. 

o Assess the potential of the site to address research aims defined in the Regional 

Research Framework for the Eastern Counties (Brown and Glazebrook 2000, 

Medlycott 2011). 

o Provide sufficient information for SCCAS to construct an archaeological 

conservation strategy dealing with preservation or the further recording of 

archaeological deposits. 

o Provide sufficient information for the client to establish time and cost implications 

for the development regarding the application areas heritage assets. 
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 2. Proposed trench plan 
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5. Archaeological method statement 

5.1. Management 

• The project will be managed by Rhodri Gardner in accordance with the following 

local, regional and national standards and guidance: 

o Management of Research in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE, Historic 

England 2015). 

o Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (EAA Occasional 

Papers 14).  

o Standard and Guidance for archaeological field evaluation (Chartered 

Institute for Archaeologists, 2014a). 

o Standard and Guidance for archaeological geophysical survey (Chartered 

Institute for Archaeologists, 2014b). 

o Requirements for Trenched Archaeological Evaluation (SCCAS, 2011). 

• SCCAS will be given five days’ notice of the commencement of the fieldwork and 

arrangements made for SCCAS visits to enable the works to be monitored 

effectively. 

• Full details of project staff, including sub-contractors and specialists are given in 

section 6 below. 

 

5.2. Project preparation 

• An event number and site code will be obtained from the Suffolk HER Officer and 

will be included on all future project documentation. 

• An OASIS online record will be initiated and key fields in details, location and 

creator forms completed prior to commencement of the project. 

• An HER search will be requested from the Suffolk HER Officer and will be used to 

inform fieldwork and the subsequent report. The reference number will be included 

in the report. 

• A pre-site inspection and Risk Assessment for the project has been completed. 
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5.3. Metal-detecting assessment 

• The plotting and analysis of previous metal-detected finds from the site will be

subcontracted to Jude Plouviez (former SCCAS Archaeological Officer).

5.4. Geophysical Survey 

• The survey will be carried out by members of SACIC led by Project Officer Tim

Schofield.

• A 5m exclusion zone around the sites periphery will be kept to minimise the

amount of magnetic disturbance associated with the hedge boundaries. Other

minor modifications to the survey area may be made onsite to respect any areas

of disturbance/contamination or other obstacles.

Instrument type and set-up 

• The site will be surveyed using a Bartington Dual-Grad 601-2 which has high

sensor sensitivity combined with rapid ground coverage. Good contrast between

the magnetic susceptibility of a feature’s fill (charcoal rich or humic deposits

providing the best soil medium) and the local magnetic background signature of

the superficial deposits will be important in achieving successful survey results.

• Best practice dictates that sensors will be secured on the same side of the

instrument until the completion of the survey, and sensor heights equalised to

achieve a consistent elevation across the area.  The instrument will be switched

on and left for at least 20 minutes before the survey of the first grid to allow the

sensors to reach a suitable operating temperature.

• A zero station with low magnetic susceptibility shall be prospected on site to allow

the correction of sensor diurnal drift. This unique station will be employed

throughout the survey providing a common calibration location.

Sampling interval and grid size 

• The 20m survey grid will be set-out using a Leica Viva Glonass Smart Rover

GS08+ to the Ordnance Survey OSGB36, converted to the National Grid
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Transformation OSTN02 datum that has an accuracy of +/- 0.01m. Regular testing 

of the instruments accuracy will be undertaken employing stations with known 

ETRS89 coordinates. All raw data recorded by the GPS will be uploaded to the 

project folder, suitably labelled and kept as part of the project archive. 

• A 1m traverse interval and 0.25m sample interval will be utilised. 

 

Data capture and archiving 

• A pro-forma survey sheet will be completed each day, unique grid numbers will be 

allocated to enable a data composite to be created. Instrument readings will be 

recorded on the internal data logger and downloaded to a laptop at midday and 

also in the evening, this will allow the data to be checked for quality on site and for 

grids to be re-surveyed if required. 

• Data will be filed in project specific folders separated into daily datasets.  The daily 

datasets will be combined into a single composite on completion of the fieldwork.  

• Data will be stored in project specific folders that will be downloaded onto a laptop 

and then backed-up onto an external server in the evening of each day. 

• Metadata sheets will be completed and inserted into the report as an appendix. 

• All on-site derived site data will be entered onto a digital (Microsoft Access) SACIC 

database compatible with the Suffolk HER. 

 

Data processing and presentation 

• Raw survey data will collected to a high standard to enable only minimal 

processing of the datasets to be required. Typically these algorithms may 

comprise de-spike and zero mean sensor. The data will also be clipped at a 

suitable level to enable the anomalies to be presented with best clarity. 

• Raw and processed greyscale plots and xy trace plots of the datasets shall be 

exported from Terrasurveyor into AutoCAD. 

• An interpretation plan based on the combined interpretations of the raw, 

processed and xy trace plots will be produced using AutoCAD. All figures shall be 

georeferenced within the National Grid and printed at an appropriate scale.  
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Software 

• The software used to process the data will be DW Consulting’s Terrasurveyor

v3.0.27 Images will be exported from Terrasurveyor into a geo-referenced grid

within an AutoCAD drawing. Interpretation plans of the anomalies will then be

digitised in AutoCAD.

5.5. Evaluation Fieldwork 

• The archaeological fieldwork will be carried out by members of SACIC led by a

Project Officer (TBC). The fieldwork team will be drawn from a pool of suitable

staff at SACIC and will include an experienced metal detectorist/excavator.

• The project now requires a 3.5% evaluation of the 18ha application area, with

trenches positioned to samples all areas of the site. This amounts to 6300sqm of

trenching, or c.3480m of 1.8m wide trenches, and a proposed trench plan of 116

30m trenches is included above (Fig. 2). If necessary minor modifications to the

trench plan may be made onsite to respect any previously unknown buried

services, areas of disturbance/contamination or other obstacles.

• The trench plan is provisional and will be adjusted on a trench by trench basis to

investigate any anomalies or areas of interest identified by the geophysical survey

and metal-detected finds assessment.

• The trench locations will be marked out using an RTK GPS system.

• The trenches will be excavated using a machine equipped with a back-acting arm

and toothless ditching bucket (measuring at least 1.6m wide), under the

supervision of an archaeologist. This will involve the removal of an estimated

0.3m-0.5m of ploughsoil and subsoils until the first visible archaeological surface

or natural surface is reached.

• Spoilheaps will be created adjacent to each trench and topsoil and subsoil will be

kept separate if required.  Spoilheaps will be examined and metal-detected for

archaeological material.

• Metal detector searches (non-discriminating against iron) will take place prior to

and throughout the machine excavation, and subsequent hand-excavation phase,

by an experienced SACIC metal-detectorist.
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• The trench sides, base and archaeological surfaces will be cleaned by hand as

necessary to identify archaeological deposits and artefacts and allow decisions to

be made on the method of further investigation by the Project Officer. Further use

of the machine, i.e. to investigate thick sequences of deposits by excavation of test

pits etc, may be undertaken as necessary after consultation with SCCAS.

• There will be a presumption that a minimum of disturbance will be caused whilst

achieving adequate evaluation of the site, i.e. establishing the period, depth and

nature of archaeological deposits. Typically 50% of discrete features such as pits

and 1m slots across linear features will be sampled by hand excavation, although

in some instances 100% may be removed, with the aim of establishing date and

function. All identified features will be investigated by excavation unless otherwise

agreed with SCCAS. Significant archaeological features such as solid or bonded

structural remains, building slots or postholes will be preserved intact if possible.

• Sieving of deposits using a 10mm mesh will be undertaken if they clearly appear

to be occupation deposits or structurally related. Other deposits may be sieved at

the judgement of the excavation team or if directed by SCCAS.

• Any fabricated surface (floors, yards etc) will be fully exposed and cleaned.

• The depth and nature of colluvial or other masking deposits across the site will be

recorded.

• An overall site plan showing trench locations, feature positions, sections and levels

will be made using an RTK GPS or Total Station Theodolite. Individual detailed

trench or feature plans etc will be recorded by hand at 1:10, 1:20 or 1:50 as

appropriate to complexity. All excavated sections will be recorded at a scale of

1:10 or 1:20, also as appropriate to complexity. All such drawings will be in pencil

on A3 pro forma gridded permatrace sheets. All levels will refer to Ordnance

Datum. Section and plan drawing registers will be maintained.

• All trenches, archaeological features and deposits will be recorded using standard

pro forma SACIC registers and recording sheets and numbering systems.  Record

keeping will be consistent with the requirements of the Suffolk HER and will be

compatible with its archive.

• A photographic record, consisting of high resolution digital images, will be made

throughout the evaluation.  A number board displaying site code and, if
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appropriate, context number and a metric scale will be clearly visible in all 

photographs. A photographic register will be maintained. 

• All pre-modern finds will be kept and no discard policy will be considered until all 

the finds have been processed and assessed. Finds on site will be treated 

following appropriate guidelines (Watkinson & Neal 2001) and a conservator will 

be available for on-site consultation as required. 

• All finds will be brought back to the SACIC finds department at the end of each 

day for processing, quantifying, packing and, where necessary, preliminary 

conservation. Finds will be processed and receive an initial assessment during the 

fieldwork phase and this information will be fed back to site to inform the on-site 

evaluation methodology.  

• Environmental sampling of archaeological contexts will, where possible, be carried 

out to assess the site for palaeoenvironmental remains and will follow appropriate 

guidance (Campbell et al, 2011). In order to obtain palaeoenvironmental evidence, 

bulk soil samples (of at least 40 litres each, or 100% of the context) will be taken 

using a combination of judgement and systematic sampling from selected 

archaeological features or natural environmental deposits, particularly those which 

are both datable and interpretable. All environmental samples will be retained until 

an appropriate specialist has assessed their potential for palaeoenvironmental 

remains. Decisions will be made on the need for further analysis following these 

assessments. 

• If necessary, for example if waterlogged peat deposits are encountered, then 

advice will be sought from the Historic England Science Advisor for the East of 

England on the need for specialist environmental techniques such as coring or 

column sampling. 

• If human remains are encountered guidelines from the Ministry of Justice will be 

followed and the Coroner informed. Human remains will be treated at all stages 

with care and respect, and will be dealt with in accordance with the law and the 

provisons of Section 25 of the Burial Act 1857. The evaluation will attempt to 

establish the extent, depth and date of burials whilst leaving remains in situ.  If 

human remains are to be lifted, for instance if analysis is required to fully evaluate 

the site, then a Ministry of Justice license for their removal will be obtained in 

advance. In such cases appropriate guidance (McKinley & Roberts 1993, Brickley 
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& McKinley 2004) will be followed and, on completion of full recording and 

analysis, the remains, where appropriate, will be reburied or kept as part of the 

project archive. 

• In the event of unexpected or significant deposits being encountered on site, the

client and SCCAS will be informed. Such circumstances may necessitate changes

to the Brief and hence evaluation methodology, in which case a new

archaeological quotation will have to be agreed with the client, to allow for the

recording of said unexpected deposits.  If an evaluation is aborted, i.e. because

unexpected deposits have made development unviable, then all exposed

archaeological features will be recorded as usual prior to backfilling and a report

produced.

• Trenches will not be backfilled without the prior approval of SCCAS. Trenches will

be backfilled, subsoil first then topsoil, and compacted to ground-level, unless

otherwise specified by the client. Original ground surfaces will not be reinstated

but will be left as neat as practicable.

5.6. Post-excavation 

• The post-excavation finds work will be managed by the SACIC Finds Team

Manager, Richenda Goffin, with the overall post-excavation managed by Rhodri

Gardner.  Specialist finds staff, whether internal SACIC personnel or external

specialists, are experienced in local and regional types and periods for their field.

• All finds will be processed and marked (HER site code and context number)

following ICON guidelines and the requirements of the Suffolk HER.  For the

duration of the project all finds will be stored according to their material

requirements in the SACIC store at Needham Market, Suffolk. Metal finds will be

stored in accordance with ICON guidelines, initially recorded and assessed for

significance before dispatch to a conservation laboratory within 4 weeks of the end

of the evaluation. All pre-modern silver, copper alloy and ferrous metal artefacts

and coins will be x-rayed if necessary for identification. Sensitive finds will be

conserved if necessary and deposited in bags/boxes suitable for long term storage

to ICON standards. All coins will be identified to a standard acceptable to normal

numismatic research.
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• All on-site derived site data will be entered onto a digital (Microsoft Access) SACIC

database.

• Bulk finds will be fully quantified and the subsequent data will be added to the

digital site database. Finds quantification will fully cover weights and numbers of

finds by context and will include a clear statement for specialists on the degree of

apparent residuality observed.

• Assessment reports for all categories of collected bulk finds will be prepared in-

house or commissioned as necessary and will meet appropriate regional or

national standards. Specialist reports will include sufficient detail and tabulation by

context of data to allow assessment of potential for analysis and will include non-

technical summaries.

• Representative portions of bulk soil samples from archaeological features will be

processed by wet sieving and flotation in-house in order to recover any

environmental material which will be assessed by external specialists. The

assessment will include a clear statement of potential for further analysis either on

the remaining sample material or in future fieldwork.

• All hand drawn site plans and sections will be scanned.

• All raw data from GPS or TST surveys will be uploaded to the project folder,

suitably labelled and kept as part of the project archive.

• Selected plan drawings will then be digitised as appropriate for combination with

the results of digital site survey to produce a full site plan, compatible with MapInfo

GIS software.

• All hand-drawn sections will be digitised using autocad software.

5.7. Report 

• A full written report on the fieldwork will be produced, combining the geophysical

survey, metal-detected finds assessment and trial trench evaluation results in a

single document. The report will be consistent with the principles of MoRPHE

(Historic England 2015), to a scale commensurate with the archaeological results.

The report will contain a description of the project background, location plans,

evaluation methodology, a period by period description of results, finds
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assessments and a full inventory of finds and contexts. The report will also include 

scale plans, sections drawings, illustrations and photographic plates as required.  

• The objective account of the archaeological evidence will be clearly separated 

from an interpretation of the results, which will include a discussion of the results in 

relation to relevant known sites in the region that are recorded in the Suffolk HER 

and other readily available documentary or cartographic sources. 

• The report will include a statement as to the value, significance and potential of the 

site and its significance in the context of the Regional Research Framework for the 

East of England (Brown and Glazebrook, 2000, Medlycott 2011). This will include 

an assessment of potential research aims that could be addressed by the site 

evidence. 

• The report will contain sufficient information to stand as an archive report should 

further work not be required. 

• The report may include SACIC’s opinion as to the necessity for further 

archaeological work to mitigate the impact of the sites development. The final 

decision as to whether any recommendations for further work will be made 

however lies solely with SCCAS and the LPA. 

• The report will include a summary in the established format for inclusion in the 

annual ‘Archaeology in Suffolk’ section of the Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute 

of Archaeology and History. 

• A copy of this Written Scheme of investigation will be included as an appendix in 

the report. 

• The report will include a copy of the completed project OASIS form as an 

appendix. 

• An unbound draft copy of the report will be submitted to SCCAS for approval 

within 4-6 weeks of completion of fieldwork. 

 

5.8. Project archive 

• On approval of the report a printed and bound copy will be lodged with the Suffolk 

HER. A digital .pdf file will also be supplied, together with a digital and fully 

georeferenced vector plan showing the application area and trench locations, 
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compatible with MapInfo software. 

• The online OASIS form for the project will be completed and a .pdf version of the

report uploaded to the OASIS website for online publication by the Archaeological

Data Service. A paper copy of the form will be included in the project archive.

• A second bound copy of the report will be included with the project archive.

• A digital .pdf copy of the approved report will be supplied to the client, together

with our final invoice for outstanding fees. Printed and bound copies will be

supplied to the client on request.

• The project archive, consisting of the complete artefactual assemblage, and all

paper and digital records, will be deposited in the SCCAS Archaeological Store at

Bury St Edmunds within 6 months of completion of fieldwork. The project archive

will be consistent with MoRPHE (Historic England 2015) and ICON guidelines. The

project archive will also meet the requirements of SCCAS (SCCAS 2014).

• The project costing includes a sum to meet SCCAS archive charges. A form

transferring ownership of the archive to SCCAS will be completed and included in

the project archive.

• If the client, on completion of the project, does not agree to deposit the archive

with, and transfer to, SCCAS, they will be expected to either nominate another

suitable depository approved by SCCAS or provide as necessary  for additional

recording of the finds archive (such as photography and illustration) and analysis.

A duplicate copy of the written archive in such circumstances would be deposited

with the Suffolk HER.

• Exceptions from the deposition of the archive described above include:

o Objects that qualify as Treasure, as detailed by the Treasure Act 1996.  The client

will be informed as soon as possible of any such objects are discovered/identfied

and the find will be reported to SCCAS and the Suffolk Finds Liaison Officer and

hence the Coroner within 14 days of discovery or identification. Treasure objects

will immediately be moved to secure storage at SCCAS and appropriate security

measures will be taken on site if required. Any material which is eventually

declared as Treasure by a Coroners Inquest will, if not acquired by a museum, be

returned to the client and/or landowner. Employees of SCCAS, or volunteers etc

present on site, will not eligible for any share of a treasure reward.
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o Other items of monetary value in which the landowner or client has expressed an 

interest. In these circumstances individual arrangements as to the curation and 

ownership of specific items will be negotiated. 

o Human skeletal remains. The client/landowner by law will have no claim to 

ownership of human remains and any such will be stored by SCCAS, in 

accordance with a Ministry of Justice licence, until a decision is reached upon their 

long term future, i.e. reburial or permanent storage. 
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6. Project Staffing

6.1. Management
SACIC Manager  Dr Rhodri Gardner 

SACIC Project Manager TBC 

SACIC Finds Dept Richenda Goffin 

6.2. Fieldwork 

The fieldwork team will be derived from the following pool of SACIC staff. 

Name Job Title First 

Aid 

Other skills/qualifications 

Robert Brooks Project Officer Yes Surveyor 

Simon Cass Project Officer Yes Surveyor 

Linzi Everett Project Officer Yes  

Martin Cuthbert Project Officer 

Jezz Meredith Project Officer Yes  

Simon Picard Assistant PO Yes Surveyor 

Tim Schofield Project Officer Yes Surveyor/Geophysics 

Preston Boyle Supervisor Yes 

Tim Carter Project Assistant Yes Metal detectorist 

Nathan Griggs Project Assistant 

Steve Hunt Project Assistant 

Owen Lazzari Project Assistant 

Romy McIntosh Project Assistant 

Rui Oliveira Project Assistant 

Ed Palka Project Assistant 

Rui Santo Project Assistant 

Filipe Santos Project Assistant 

Rebecca Smart Project Assistant Yes 

Eddie Taylor Project Assistant 

Aimee McManus Trainee Project Assistant 

6.3. Post-excavation and report production 

The production of the site report and submission of the project archive will be carried 
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out by the fieldwork project officer. The post-excavation finds analysis will be managed 

by Richenda Goffin. The following SACIC specialist staff will contribute to the report as 

required. 

 
Graphics and illustration    Ellie Cox, Gemma Bowen 

Post Roman pottery and CBM   Richenda Goffin    

Roman Pottery     Dr Ioannis Smyrnaios 

Environmental sample processing/assessment  Anna West  

Finds quantification/assessment   Dr Ruth Beveridge 

Finds Processing    Jonathan Van Jennians  

   

 

SACIC also uses a range of external consultants for post-excavation analysis who will 

be sub-contracted as required. The most commonly used of these are listed below. 

 
Sue Anderson Human skeletal remains Freelance 
Sarah Bates  Lithics  Freelance 
Julie Curl Animal bone  Freelance 
Anna Doherty Prehistoric pottery Archaeology South-East 
Val Fryer Plant macrofossils  Freelance 
SUERC Radiocarbon dating Scottish Universities Environmental 

Research Centre 
Donna Wreathall Illustration SCCAS 
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Appendix 1. Health and Safety 

1. Introduction
The project will be carried out following the SACIC Health and Safety Management 

System at all times. The SACIC Health and Safety Policy Statement reads as 

follows: 

Suffolk Archaeology Community Interest Company is committed to ensuring the health, safety and 

welfare of its employees, and it will, so far as is reasonably practicable, establish procedures and 

systems necessary to implement this commitment and to comply with its statutory obligations on 

health and safety. Our Personnel are informed of their responsibilities to ensure they take all 

reasonable precautions, to ensure the safety, health and welfare of those that are likely to be affected 

by the acts and emissions of our organisations undertakings.  

Suffolk Archaeology Community Interest Company understands our duty to identify the significant 

hazards that may be created by our undertakings and to risk assess these accordingly to ensure that 

suitable and effective controls are implemented to minimise risk to a suitable level as far as is 

reasonably practicable. 

We also acknowledge our duty, so far as is reasonably practicable: 

 To provide a safe working environment for our workforce, fulfil our statutory commitments 
and actively manage and supervise health and safety at work;

 To identify the risks associated with our business activities and ensure suitable and
sufficient control measures are in place.

 Ensure regular consultation with our employees on matters which affect their health and
Safety.

 To ensure that all plant and equipment used by our employees is fit for purpose and
adequately maintained.

 To provide suitable storage and ensure safe handling of Hazardous substances.
 To ensure that all workers are competent to undertake their daily work activities by

providing all relevant information and training, consideration will also be given to any
employees who do not have English as a first language.

 To prevent accidents and cases of work related ill health by ensuring a robust reporting
and investigation system is in place.

 To liaise and communicate effectively regarding health and safety matters when working
on other persons premises.

 To ensure that there is an effective system of induction, training, communication and
supervision to other persons visiting or working on our premises.



20 

 

 To have access to competent advice, this will be provided by Agility UK (Training and 
Consultancy) Ltd. Who will assists us in the continuous improvement in our health and 
safety performance and management through regular review and revision of this policy; 
and to provide suitable resources required to make this policy and our Health and Safety 
arrangements effective. 

2. Specific project issues 
Introduction 
All SACIC staff will be aware that they have a responsibility to: 

• Take care of their own health and safety and that of others who may be 

affected by what they do, or fail to do, at work.  

• Follow safe systems of work and other precautions identified in the project risk 

assessments.  

• Report any changes to personal circumstances that may affect their ability to 

work safely.  

• Report potential hazards, incidents and near misses to the Project 

Officer/supervisor.  

 

A pre-site inspection has been made of the site and applicable SACIC Risk 

Assessments for the project are included below. 

 

 All SACIC staff are experienced in working on a variety of archaeological sites and 

permanent staff all hold a CSCS (Construction Skills Certification Scheme) card. All 

staff have been shown the SACIC Health and Safety Manual, copies of which are 

held at the SACIC offices in Ipswich and Bury St Edmunds. All staff will read the site 

WSI and Risk Assessments and receive a site safety induction from the Project 

Officer prior to starting work.  All staff will be issued with appropriate PPE. 

 

From time to time it may be necessary for site visits by other SACIC staff, external 

specialists, SCCAS staff or other members of the public. All such staff and visitors 

will be issued with the appropriate PPE and will undergo the required inductions.  

Site staff, official visitors and volunteers are all covered by SACIC insurance policies. 

SACIC also has professional negligence insurance. Copies of these policies are 

available on request. 
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Welfare facilities 
Welfare facilities will be provided for staff use. Fresh, clean water for drinking and 

hand washing is carried in SACIC vehicles. A vehicle will be on site at all times. 

Additional facilities will be provided if required.  

First Aid 
A member of staff with the First Aiders at Work qualification will be on site at all 

times. A First Aid kit and a fully charged mobile will also be in vehicle/on site at all 

times. 

Site access and security 
Access to the site will be agreed with the client and/or landowner but is likely to be 

via a field entrance in the north-west corner off of Norwich Road. The site is private 

arable land, but is unenclosed and so open to access. A trackway beyond the 

eastern boundary is a public right of way. Due to the size of the site it is not possible 

to secure it in full but any deep trenches left unattended overnight before being 

backfilled will be enclosed with high visibility temporary barrier fencing. Plant 

operations will halt if approached by members of the public. 

Deep excavation 
Due to Health and Safety considerations, excavations will be limited to a maximum 

depth of 1.2m below existing ground level unless the trench is stepped or shored. In 

practice the trench is likely to be c.0.5m deep unless deep alluvial sequences are 

encountered. On completion of the project trenches will be backfilled to ground-level 

although pre-existing ground surfaces will not be reinstated. 

Contaminated ground 
Details of any ground contamination have not been provided by the client. If any 

such is identified then groundworks will cease until adequate safety and 

environmental precautions are in place.  

Advice will be sought from HSE and relevant authorities if required concerning any of 

these issues. 
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Hazardous Substances 
No hazardous substances are specifically required in order to undertake the 

archaeological works.  

 

Underground services 
Details of known services have not been provided by the client. Trench positions will 

be laid out in advance with reference to any service plan supplied and a CAT 

scanner used prior to excavation. 

 

Overhead Powerlines 
No overhead powerlines cross the site but are present on the south-west boundary 

along Church Lane, and in the south-west corner at the Church Lane/Norwich Rd 

junction. Trench positions will be adjusted if necessary to maintain a safe working 

distance for plant, and hazard tape will be used to demarcate safe working areas. 

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
The following PPE is issued to all site staff as a matter of course. Additional PPE will 

be provided if deemed necessary. 

• Hard Hat (to EN397). 

• High Visibility Clothing (EN471 Class 2 or greater). 

• Safety Footwear (EN345/EN ISO 20346 or greater – to include additional 

penetration-resistant midsole). 

• Gloves (to EN388).  

• Eye Protection (safety glasses to at least EN 166 1F). 

 
SACIC Environment Policy 
Suffolk Archaeology is committed to the sustainable management of the local and 

global environment to support local communities and growth in our local economy. 

We will strive to reduce our carbon emissions, to protect and enhance the natural 

and historic environment and to tackle the issues of a changing climate. In delivering 

our services, we are committed to meeting all relevant regulatory, legislative and 

other requirements, and to the continual improvement of our environmental 

performance.  
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We will endeavour to:  

• Prevent environmental pollution and minimise waste.  

• Reduce our carbon emissions.  

• Continually improve our energy efficiency and reduce our use of resources.  

• Reduce the impact of vehicle travel by our employees  

• Implement sustainable procurement practices where possible.  

• Enhance biodiversity, conserve distinctive landscapes and protect the historic 

environment.  

 

All existing and new SACIC subcontractors are issued annually with an 

Environmental Guidance Note for Contractors.  

 

On site the SACIC Project Officer will monitor environmental issues and will alert 

staff to possible environmental concerns. In the event of spillage or contamination, 

e.g. from plant or fuel stores, EMS reporting and procedures will be carried out in 

consultation with the SACIC EMS Officer. 

 

The plant machinery will be well serviced and be as quiet a model as is practicable. 

It will come equipped with appropriate spill kit and drip trays. It will only refuel in a 

single designated area. All refuelling will be carried out using electrically operated 

pumps and will only be done when drip trays are deployed.  

 

The client and/or landowner has not informed SACIC of any environmental 

constraints upon the development area.  

 

All rubbish will be bagged and removed either to areas designated by the client or 

returned to SACIC for disposal. 

 

Water will not be pumped into any water course, storm drain etc without prior 

consent from the Environment Agency. Procedures for dealing with contamination 

from fuel spills or sediments will be closely followed. 
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Trenching will be placed to minimise damage to sensitive flora and fauna or their 

habitats. All trenching will avoid the 'precautionary area' of any trees, this being the 

distance from the tree equal to 4 times the circumference of the tree at a height of 

1.5m above ground level ( National Joint Utilities Group, 1995, Guidelines for the 

planning, installation and maintenance of utility services in proximity to trees). 
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3. Project Contacts 

SACIC 

SACIC Manager  Dr Rhodri Gardner 01449 900120 
SACIC Finds Dept Richenda Goffin 01449 900129 
SACIC H&S Stuart Boulter 01449 900122 
SACIC EMS Jezz Meredith 01449 900124 
SACIC Outreach Officer Duncan Allan 01449 900126 

 

Emergency services 

Local Police  101 
Local GP The Chesterfield Drive Practice, The Surgery, 29 

Chesterfield Drive, Ipswich , Suffolk, IP1 6DW 
01473 741349 

Location of nearest A&E The Ipswich Hospital, Heath Road, Ipswich, 
Suffolk, IP4 5PD 

01473 712233 

Environment Agency Customer Services Line (8am to 6pm) 03708 506 506 
 24 hour Emergency Hotline 0800 807060 
Essex and Suffolk Water 24 hour Emergency Hotline 0845 782 0999 
National Gas Emergency Service Gas emergency hotline 0800 111 999 
UK Power Networks  East England electricity emergency hotline 0800 783 8838 
Anglian Water 24 hour Emergency Hotline 08457 145 145 

 

Client contacts 

Client Anthony Palmer (Pigeon Investment Management 
Ltd) 

01284 766 200 

Site landowner   
 

Archaeological contacts 

Curator Faye Minter 01284 741228 
Client consultant Adrian Tindall 01284 767681 
EH Regional Science Advisor Dr Zoe Outram 01223 582707 

 

Sub-contractors 

Plant hire Holmes Plant Ltd 07860 121821 
Misc. Equipment hire   
Toilet/facilities hire TBC  
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Suffolk Archaeology CIC  
Unit 5 | Plot 11 | Maitland Road | Lion Barn Industrial Estate  
Needham Market | Suffolk | IP6 8NZ  
 
 
Rhodri.Gardner@suffolkarchaeology.co.uk 
01449 900120  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    

    

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

www.suffolkarchaeology.co.uk 
 
 
 
www.facebook.com/SuffolkArchCIC 
 
 
 
www.twitter.com/suffolkarchcic 
 
 

 

http://www.archaeologists.net
http://www.facebook.com/SuffolkArchCIC
http://www.twitter.com/suffolkarchcic
http://www.suffolkarchaeology.co.uk
http://www.famearchaeology.co.uk


Appendix 2.  Context List
Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0001 Unstratified finds.Finds No No

0002 Topsoil over the whole site

Generally dark brownish grey slightly clayey sandy silt, although becomes 
much more clayey over the central part of the site where the natural is clay.

Deposit Layer No No

0003 Number assigned to subsoil for the whole site.

Generally mid brown silty sand with occasional small stones but does vary 
slightly over the site.

Deposit Layer No No

0004 1Ditch aligned NE-SW across the NNE end of trench 1. Shallow with a 
concave profile.

Possible post-med boundary shown on first edition.

Ditch Cut No No0004

0005 1Mid greyish brown firm silty clayey sand with moderate to frequent round, 
sub-angular and angular flint pebbles, frequent small chalk nodules and 
occasional fired clay flecks and small fragments.

Ditch Fill Yes No0004

0006 Pot sherd from topsoil spoil heap at trench 8Finds Yes No

0007 Roman tile from topsoil spoil heap at trench 4Finds No No

0008 Pot sherd from topsoil spoil heap at trench 6Finds Yes No

0009 2Irregularly shaped in plan with a steep edge and a flat base.

Natural feature dug to observe natural variations.

Deposit Cut No No0009

0010 2Pale brownish grey firm slightly silty sand with frequent pebbles.Deposit Fill No No0009

0011 11Deposit in trench 11, re-numbered as 0093 and described there.Deposit Layer No No0011



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0012 2Sub oval with shallow sloping sides from the northeast round to the south 
west with the remainder having very steep slightly concave sides. The base 
slopes gently down to the north and is slightly irregular. There are two 
postholes associated with this structure, 0311 and 0315, one at either end.

Originally interpretted as a pit, contained inhumation 0015.

SFB Cut No No0012

0013 2Dark brownish grey soft silty sand with very occasional charcoal flecks and 
occasional flints.
Four bucket sample collected.

SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0013 2Dark brownish grey soft silty sand with very occasional charcoal flecks and 
occasional flints.
Four bucket sample collected.

SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0014 2Basal fill of pale to mid greyish brown soft silty sand. Contained inhumation 
0015.

SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0014 2Basal fill of pale to mid greyish brown soft silty sand. Contained inhumation 
0015.

SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0015 2Skeleton Other Yes Yes0012

0015 2Skeleton Other Yes Yes0012

0016 3Linear ditch on a NNE-SSW alignment with a 'V' shaped profile, steep 
sloping sides and a concave base.

Ditch (possibly curving)

Ditch Cut No No0016

0017 3Mid/light greyish-rbown sandy silt with a friable texture and occasional 
inclusions of flint and small stones. Single fill with signs of animal and root 
disturbance but with a relatively clear horizon.

Ditch (possibly curving).

Ditch Fill Yes No0016

0018 3Linear ditch on a N-S alignment and a broad V shaped profile with steep 
sloping sides and a concave base. Profile against the trench wall.

N-S ditch to the south of trench 3.

Ditch Cut No No0018

0019 3Mid/light grey sandy silt with a friable texture with occasional inclusions of 
flint and stone. Single fill with root disturbance and a relatively clear horizon.

N-S ditch to the south of trench 3.

Ditch Fill Yes No0018



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0020 3True shape in plan not visible as feature extended beyond the limit of 
excavation. Steep sloping sides lead to concave base.

Possible pit or ditch terminus - full extent of feature not visible as it extended 
beyond the limit of excavation.

Pit Cut No No0020

0021 3Mid/dark greyish-brown silty sand with a friable texture and occasional 
inclusions of flint. Single fill with relatively clear horizon.

Possible pit or ditch terminus - full extent of feature not visible as it extended 
beyond the limit of excavation.

Pit Fill No No0020

0022 4Linear shape in plan on a E-W alignment with gradually sloping sides and a 
concave base. Cuts truncating ditch 0038 on the N edge.

First of a pair of ditches (0022 + 0038), of a later date than the second. Both 
truncate and curve.

Ditch Cut No No0022

0023 4Mid yellowish-brown silty sand with occasional inclusions of flint. Single fill 
with some root disturbance and relatively clear horizon.

First of a pair of ditches (0022 + 0038), of a later date than the second. Both 
truncate and curve.

Ditch Fill Yes No0022

0024 2Circular shape in plan on a NW-SE alignment with very steep sides and a 
concave base with a break in slope on the NW edge.

Post hole

Posthole Cut No No0024

0025 2Single fill dark brownish-grey silty sand with friable texture. Occasional 
inclusions of small pebbles and charcoal flecks.

Post hole

Posthole Fill No No0024

0026 4Circular shape in plan with gradually sloping sides leading to a concave 
base.

Small pit with charcoal.

Pit Cut No No0026

0027 4Dark grey-black silty sand with a friable texture with frequent inclusions of 
flint in varying size and charcoal. Single fill exhibiting root disturbance but 
with a clear horizon.

Small pit with charcoal.

Pit Fill No No0026

0028 2Individual disarticulated bone near inhumation 0015, within fill 0014.Finds Other Yes No

0029 2Individual disarticulated bone near inhumation 0015, within fill 0014.Finds Other Yes No



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0030 2Individual disarticulated bone near inhumation 0015, within fill 0014.Finds Other Yes No

0031 2Individual disarticulated bone near inhumation 0015, within fill 0014.Finds Other No No

0032 2Individual disarticulated bone near inhumation 0015, within fill 0014.Finds Other Yes No

0033 4Linear shape in plan on an E-W alignment with very steep sides and a 
concave base. Truncated by 0035 on the northern edge.

Ditch cut by 0035

Ditch Cut No No0033

0034 4Mid yellowish-brown silty sand with a friable texture and frequent inclusions 
of flint and a relatively clear horizon.

Ditch cut by 0035

Ditch Fill Yes No0033

0035 4Linear shape in plan on a E-W alignment with steeply sloping sides and a 
relatively flat base.

Ditch cutting 0033.

Ditch Cut No No0035

0036 4Mid/light yellowish-brown silty sand with occasional inclusions of flint. Basal 
fill.

Ditch cutting 0033.

Ditch Fill Yes Yes0035

0036 4Mid/light yellowish-brown silty sand with occasional inclusions of flint. Basal 
fill.

Ditch cutting 0033.

Ditch Fill Yes Yes0035

0037 4Mid yellowish-brown silty sand with frequent inclusions of gravel. Secondary 
fill.

Ditch cutting 0033.

Ditch Fill Yes No0035

0038 4Linear shape in plan on an E-W alignment with a broad gradually sloping 
profile and a concave base. Cut by 0022 on southern edge.

Second of a pair of ditches (0022 + 0038), of an earlier date than the first. 
Both truncate and curve

Ditch Cut No No0038

0039 4Mid/light yellowish-brown silty sand with a friable texture and occasional 
inclusions of various sized flints. Single fill with a relatively clear horizon.

Second of a pair of ditches (0022 + 0038), of an earlier date than the first. 
Both truncate and curve

Ditch Fill Yes No0038



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0040 9Sub-circular shape in plan but feature extends beyond limit of excavation so 
true shape is unknown.  Cuts ditch 0042. Steep sloping sides to a mostly flat 
base with slight break of slope.

Undated pit cutting 0042.

Pit Cut No No0040

0041 9Dark brownish-grey sandy silt with loose texture and frequent gravel 
inclusions. Single fill of 0040.

Undated pit cutting 0042.

Pit Fill No No0040

0042 9Linear ditch running NW-SE with steep sides and gradual break of slope 
leading to a flattish base. Cut by pit 0040.

Ditch 0042, cut by pit 0040.

Ditch Cut No No0042

0043 9Dark brownish-grey sandy silt with a firm texture with occasional inclusions 
of pebbles.

Ditch 0042, cut by pit 0040.

Ditch Fill Yes No0042

0044 9Linear shape in plan running roughly E-W with shallow sloping sides and a 
flat base. Cut by 0046

Ditch cut by 0046.

Ditch Cut No No0044

0045 9Single fill of 0044. Light greyish-orange silty sand with friable texture. 
Occasional inclusions of flint and sandstone.

Ditch cut by 0046.

Ditch Fill No No0044

0046 9Linear shape in plan running roughly NNW-SSE. Gradually sloping sides 
meeting largely flat base

Possible enclosure ditch.

Ditch Cut No No0046

0047 9Single fill of 0046. Med-dark brown-orange silty sand with a friable texture. 
Occasional inclusions of pebbles, flint and sandstone. Horizons not clear.

Ditch Fill No No0046

0048 5Oval shape in plan but largely obscured as feature reaches limit of 
excavation. NW-SE alignment with near vertical sides and a flat/irregular 
base.

Iron Age pit.

Pit Cut No No0048

0049 5Dark brownish-grey sandy silt with frequent inclusions of sub-angular flint. 
Good clarity. Single fill.

Iron age pit.

Pit Fill Yes No0048

0050 5Circular shape in plan. Steep sides with a concave base

Posthole

Posthole Cut No No0050



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0051 5Dark grey-black silty sand single fill with friable texture. Occasional charcoal 
flecks and small sub-angular flints. Good horizon clarity.

Posthole.

Posthole Fill No No0050

0052 5Oval shape in plan on a E-W alignment. Near vertical sides to a concave but 
near flat base.

Posthole.

Posthole Cut No No0052

0053 5Dark grey-black silty sand with a friable texture and occasional inclusions of 
charcoal fragments. Single fill.

Posthole

Posthole Fill No No0052

0054 8Linear shape in plan on an E-W alignment. Gradual sloping sides with a 
concave base.

Gulley (possibly joined to another from the NE).

Gully Cut No No0054

0055 8Mid/dark greyish-brown silty sand with a friable texture. Single fill with good 
horizon clarity.

Gulley (possibly joined to another from the NE).

Gully Fill No No0055

0056 8Linear shape in plan on a N-S alignment. Gently sloping sides with a 
concave base.

Gulley. Possibly connected to 0054

Gully Cut No No0056

0057 8Mi/dark greyish-brown silty sand with a friable texture. Good horizon clarity. 
Single fill.

Gulley. Possibly connected to 0054

Gully Fill No No0057

0058 Renumbered as 0123 No No

0059 Renumbered as 0124 No No

0060 8UNEXCAVATED. Rounded shape in plan.

Unexcavated posthole adjacent to possible floor surface.

Posthole Cut No No0060

0061 8UNEXCAVATED fill of 0060

Unexcavated posthole adjacent to possible floor surface.

Posthole Fill No No0060



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0062 8Possible floor surface within the space between the two gullys in trench 8, 
0054 and 0056, and the trench edge.

Very compacted whitish brown clay with occasional small flints and stones.

Deposit Layer No No0062

0063 9Ditch aligned NNW-SSE across trench. Sides slope gradually before 
becoming steep and slightly concave with a gradual break of slope to a flat 
base.

Possible enclosure ditch visible on geophysics. 

Sealed by layer 0093.

Ditch Cut No No0063

0064 9Upper fill of the ditch, pale to mid brownish grey soft silty sand with frequent 
iron panning, occasional small stones and very occasional charcoal flecks.

Ditch Fill No No0063

0065 9Basal fill of ditch. Dark brownish grey soft silty sand with frequent iron 
panning, occasional small stones and very occasional charcoal flecks.

Ditch Fill Yes No0063

0066 9Basal fill of ditch 0046. Pale brownish grey firm slightly sandy silt with 
frequent small iron pan fragments and occasional small stones.

Ditch Fill No No0046

0067 9Linear or oval in plan and extends into trench edge. Has gradually sloping 
sides which break gradually to a flat base.

Pit Cut No No0067

0068 9Mid to dark brownish grey firm silty sand with occasional small stones and 
very occasional charcoal flecks.

Produced possible saxon pottery.

Cuts from lower extent of layer 0093.

Pit Fill Yes No0067

0069 9Subcircular with gradually sloping sides which break gradually to a concave 
base.

Cuts from lower extent of layer 0093.

Pit Cut No No0069

0070 9Dark greyish brown soft silty sand with occasional small pebbles .Pit Fill No No0069



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0071 9Subcircular with gradually sloping concave sides which break gradually to a 
concave base.

Cuts from lower extent of layer 0093

Pit Cut No No0071

0072 9Dark brownish grey soft silty sand mixed with light greyish brown silty sand 
with moderate to frequent charcoal flecks and occasional slag.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0071

0072 9Dark brownish grey soft silty sand mixed with light greyish brown silty sand 
with moderate to frequent charcoal flecks and occasional slag.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0071

0073 9Spot find, flint scraper.Finds Other Yes No

0074 17Narrow linear running NW-SE with steep straight sides and a sudden break 
of slope to a flat slightly undulating base.

Probably a gully, appeared to be a possible beam slot prior to excavation.
Does not appear to be related to any other features.

Gully Cut No No0074

0075 17Very loose dark brownish grey silty sand with occasional small sub-angular 
and sub-round flint pebbles and very occasional small charcoal flecks.

Gully Fill Yes No0074

0076 9Sub soil layer in trench 9.

Mid to dark brownish grey silty sand with occasional pebbles and very 
occasional charcoal.

Same as 0093

Deposit Layer No No0076

0077 17Ditch aligned NW-SE with irregular edges and a steep slope with a gradual 
break of slope to a flat base.

There is a ditch, 0079, running parallel to this one 4m to the south.

At the southern edge the ditch has been overcut into the natural which 
initially appeared to be a pit prior to excavation.

Shallow boundary ditch.

Ditch Cut No No0077

0078 17Loose dark greyish brown sandy silt with moderate small rounded and sub-
rounded flint pebbles.

Ditch Fill No No0077
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0079 17Ditch aligned NW-SE with irregular edges widening when the natural 
changes from clay to silty sand.

The ditch has very steep edges with a gradual break of slope to a flat base.

Runs parallel to ditch 0077.

Ditch Cut No No0079

0080 17Loose dark greyish brown sandy silt with frequent small rounded flint 
pebbles.

Ditch Fill No No0079

0081 25NE-SW aligned ditch with slightly concave moderately sloping sides and a 
gently rounded base.

Ditch Cut No No0081

0082 25Mid brown silty sand with frequent medium pebbles.

Lower fill of ditch.

Ditch Fill Yes No0081

0083 26Possible NE-SW aligned ditch with moderately sloping sides and a flat base.

Possible post-med boundary ditch shown on first edition.

Ditch Cut No No0083

0084 26Pale yellowish brown silty sand with occasional small flint pebbles.Ditch Fill No No0083

0085 17Large subcricular pit which extends into the southern edge of the trench. It 
has near vertical sides with a sharp break of slope to a flat base.

Pit Cut No No0085

0086 17Very pale orangey grey silty sand with very common small rounded and sub-
rounded pebbles. 

Single fill of pit, contains broken pot concentration 0087.

Pit Fill No No0085

0087 17Broken in situ pot with possible quern stone, lifted en bloc to be excavated in 
the warehouse.Located within fill 0086.

Finds Other Yes No0085

0088 25Orangey brown silty sand with frequent small to medium pebbles.
Lower central fill of ditch.

Ditch Fill No No0081

0089 25Mid brown sandy silt with very occasional small stones.
Upper central fill of ditch.

Ditch Fill No No0081
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0090 25Mid brown silty sand with frequent small to medium stones.
Upper fill of ditch.

Ditch Fill No No0081

0091 68N-S aligned ditch with moderately sloping concave sides and an undulating 
flat base.

Possibly post-med/modern boundary ditch shown on the first edition.

Ditch Cut No No0091

0092 68Pale yellowish brown firm silty chalky clay with very occasional flints.Ditch Fill No No0091

0093 11Dark brownish grey silty sand with occasional to moderate small stones and 
bone fragments and occasional to very occasional CBM fragments and pot 
sherds.

Throughout trench 11, which was extended to discover the extent of the 
layer.

The northern extent of 0093 was seen in an extension to trench 12. The 
western extent was seen in an extension to trench 11 and also as an edge in 
trench 10 to the SW. The layer was also visible in the soil profiles of trenches 
3, 4 and 9 where, in places, it had been machined away during initial 
trenching.

Occupation layer which possibly seals features identified on geophysics as 
well as the enclosure ditches excavated in trenches 4 and 5.

Deposit Layer Yes Yes0093

0093 11Dark brownish grey silty sand with occasional to moderate small stones and 
bone fragments and occasional to very occasional CBM fragments and pot 
sherds.

Throughout trench 11, which was extended to discover the extent of the 
layer.

The northern extent of 0093 was seen in an extension to trench 12. The 
western extent was seen in an extension to trench 11 and also as an edge in 
trench 10 to the SW. The layer was also visible in the soil profiles of trenches 
3, 4 and 9 where, in places, it had been machined away during initial 
trenching.

Occupation layer which possibly seals features identified on geophysics as 
well as the enclosure ditches excavated in trenches 4 and 5.

Deposit Layer Yes Yes0093
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0094 33Number assigned to modern disturbance along the WSW end of trench 33, 
where it is extensive and up to at least 1.7m deep.

Mixed very dark brownish grey/black silty clayey sand and mid brown silty 
clay with very occasional coal and modern metal objects and occasional to 
modern CBM flecks and fragments.

Intercutting modern intrusion, allocated one number overall to describe it.

Deposit Layer Yes No0094

0095 6Circular with steep sides becoming concave towards the flat base.

Small posthole in a line with two others across the SE end of the trench.

Posthole Cut No No0095

0096 6Gleyed grey silty sand with patches of orange clay and sand and occasional 
charcoal flecks.

Posthole Fill No No0095

0097 6Roughly circular with steep sides which become concave towards the flat 
base.

Shallow small posthole in line of three postholes at SSE end of trench.

Posthole Cut No No0097

0098 6Gleyed grey silty sand with patches of orange clay and sand and very 
occasional charcoal flecks.

Posthole Fill No No0097

0099 6Roughly circular, extends under WSW edge of trench, with moderately 
sloping sides which become concave towards the concave base.

Posthole in a line of three at the SSE end of the trench.

Posthole Cut No No0099

0100 6Gleyed grey silty sand with patches of orange clay and sand and moderate 
charcoal flecks.

Posthole Fill No No0099

0101 6E-W aligned ditch with moderately sloping straight sides down to a narrow 
concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0101

0102 6Gleyed grey silty sand with patches of orange sand and clay and iron 
panning.

Ditch Fill No No0101

0103 9Oval or linear, extends under trench edge, with gradually sloping sides and a 
flat base.

Pit Cut No No0103

0104 9Dark greyish brown soft silty sand with occasional small stones and charcoal 
flecks and, towards the base, frequent iron panning.
Four bucket sample collected due to presence of slag.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0103
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0104 9Dark greyish brown soft silty sand with occasional small stones and charcoal 
flecks and, towards the base, frequent iron panning.
Four bucket sample collected due to presence of slag.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0103

0105 107N-S aligned elongated feature with sloping base and moderately sloping 
sides.

Shallow ditch or gully or possibly a linear pit.

Ditch Cut No No0105

0106 107Mid brown sandy silt with occasional flint pebbles.Ditch Fill Yes Yes0105

0106 107Mid brown sandy silt with occasional flint pebbles.Ditch Fill Yes Yes0105

0107 105Heavily truncated E-W aligned ditch with a shallow concave profile.Ditch Cut No No0107

0108 105Pale yellowish brown silty sand with occasional small pebbles.Ditch Fill No No0107

0109 107Mid brown silty sand with occasional small to medium pebbles.Ditch Fill No No0105

0110 96Collection of prehistoric pot sherds from the base of the subsoil in trench 96.Finds Other Yes No

0111 116N-S aligned ditch with moderately steep slightly concave sides and a 
concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0111

0112 116Pale to mid greyish brown silty sand with occasional small to medium stones.Ditch Fill No No0111

0113 19Prehistoric pit extending under trench edge, oval with steep slightly concave 
sides and a gently rounded base.

Pit Cut No No0113

0114 19Upper fill of very dark brown/black silty sand with moderate sub-angular 
stones.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0110
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0114 19Upper fill of very dark brown/black silty sand with moderate sub-angular 
stones.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0110

0115 19Gleyed grey silty sand and yellow clay. Fill on NE edge of pit, over 0116.Pit Fill No No0113

0116 19Dark orangey brown coarse sand with frequent stones, fill on the SW side of 
pit.

Pit Fill No No0113

0117 19Small and circular with a shallow concave profile

One of three stakeholes in trench 19

Stakehole Cut No No0117

0118 19Mid grey silty sand with very occasional small stones.Stakehole Fill No No0117

0119 19Small and circular with a shallow concave profileStakehole Cut No No0119

0120 19Mid grey silty sand with very occasional small stones.Stakehole Fill No No0119

0121 19Small and circular with a shallow concave profileStakehole Cut No No0121

0122 19Mid grey silty sand with very occasional small stones.Stakehole Fill No No0121

0123 22WNW-ESE aligned ditch with gradually sloping concave sides which break 
gradually to a concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0123

0124 22Mid greyish brown loose silty gravelly sand with frequent small stones.Ditch Fill No No0123

0125 22NE-SW aligned ditch with gradually sloping concave sides which break 
gradually to a concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0125

0126 22Mid orangey brown friable silty sand with moderate small flints and stones.Ditch Fill No No0125
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0127 22Unexcavated N-S aligned ditch which runs diagonnally along trench.Ditch Cut No No0127

0128 22Mid greyish brown friable silty sand with frequent small flints and stones.Ditch Fill No No0127

0129 68Dark brownish grey loose very silty sand with frequent small to medium flints 
and stones. With good horizon clarity.

Possible buried soil. Below subsoil along a large part of the trench. Uniform 
depth until west end where it deepens, then stops.

Large anomaly identified on geophysics, also visible in trench 59.

Deposit Layer No No

0130 68Mid brownish grey silty sand with moderate small flints.Deposit Layer No No

0131 68Mid reddish orange compact silty slightly sandy clay with moderate small 
flints and pebbles.

Possibly natural deposit.

Deposit Layer No No

0132 68Pale to mid yellowishbrown loose silty sand with moderate small stones.

Probably a natural deposit.

Deposit Layer No No

0133 34Modern linear ditch running NE-SW across trench with a gradually sloping 
edges and an imperceptible break of slope to a concave base.

Modern

Ditch Cut No No0133

0134 34Firm dark greyish black clayey silt with occasional small sub-rounded flint 
pebbles and very common small to very large pieces of wood.

Modern

Ditch Fill No No0133

0135 34Sub circular modern pit which extends beyond the edge of the trench. 
Unexcavated.

Modern

Pit Cut No No0135

0136 34Firm dark greyish black clayey silt with occasional small sub-rounded flint 
pebbles and very common small to very large pieces of wood.

Pit Fill No No0135

0137 46Small ditch running NE-SW with steep sides and a sudden break of slope to 
a concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0137
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0138 46Firm pale brownish grey silty clay with occasional sub-angular and sub-
rounded small to medium stones.

Ditch Fill No No0137

0139 46Small ditch running NE-SW with steep sides and a sharp break of slope to a 
concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0139

0140 46Firm pale grey clay with frequent chalk and stones.Ditch Fill No No0139

0141 44Gully Cut No No0141

0142 44Gully Fill No No0141

0143 19Group of postholes making a double row running across trench 19.

Possibly part of a structure or could be associated with ditch and posthole 
group to the southwest.

Posthole Other No No0143

0144 49Renumbered as 0202Ditch Cut No No0144

0145 49RenumberedDitch Fill No No0144

0146 32NE-SW aligned ditch with steep concave sides and a flat base.Ditch Cut No No0146

0147 32Mid orangey brown moderately compacted silty sandy clay with occasional 
sub-angular stones.
Upper fill.

Ditch Fill No No0146

0148 32Mid grey soft clay with occasional sub-angular stones.
Lower fill.

Ditch Fill No No0146

0149 32NW-SE aligned ditch with fairly steep concave sides and a narrow slightly 
concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0149
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0150 32Mid orangey brown firm silty clay with moderate to frequent mixed stones.
Upper fill.

Ditch Fill No No0149

0151 32Mid brownish orange firm silty clay with moderate mixed stone.
Middle fill.

Ditch Fill No No0149

0152 32Mid greyish brown soft clay with occasional to moderate mixed stones and 
occasional charcoal flecks.
Lower fill.

Ditch Fill No No0149

0153 34Unexcavated modern feature at NNW end of trench.Pit Cut No No0153

0154 34Unexcavated modern feature at NNW end of trench.

Dark brownish grey silty clay.

Pit Fill No No0153

0155 19Area of deposited fired and partially fired clay in trench 19. Surrounded by 
spread of black charcoal rich soil with fragments of fired clay.

Probably final fill of pit 0280 or closing deposit over three features

Deposit Layer Yes No

0156 24NE-SW aligned ditch with concave sides and a broad concave base.Ditch Cut No No0156

0157 24Mid brownish orange silty sand with occasional sub-angular stones.Ditch Fill No No0156

0158 7N-S aligned ditch with fairly steep concave sides and a flat base.Ditch Cut No No0158

0159 7Mid to dark greyish brown soft silty sand with occasional small stones and 
very occasional charcoal flecks.

Ditch Fill Yes No0158

0160 31NNW-SSE aligned ditch with fairly steep convex sides which break quite 
sharply to a narrow flat base.

Post-med/modern boundary ditch.

Ditch Cut No No0160

0161 31Dark greyish brown firm silty clay with occasional small to medium stones 
and charcoal flecks and very occasional small CBM fragments and flecks.

Ditch Fill Yes No0160
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0162 58NNW-SSE aligned ditch with gradually sloping sides and a flat base.

Cut by ditch 0164.

Ditch Cut No No0162

0163 58Mid reddish brown firm silty clay with occasional small chalk nodules and 
flecks.

Ditch Fill No No0162

0164 58E-W aligned ditch with gradually sloping sides and a concave base.

Cuts ditch 0162

Ditch Cut No No0164

0165 58Mid to dark greyish brown firm silty clay with occasional small stones and 
very occasional charcoal flecks.

Ditch Fill Yes No0164

0166 53East west aligned ditch with fairly steep slightly concave sides and a 
concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0166

0167 53Mid brown silty clay with occasional small stones and very occasional large 
stones.

Ditch Fill No No0166

0168 53East west aligned ditch with a shallow concave profile.Ditch Cut No No0168

0169 53Mid brown silty clay with occasional small stones.Ditch Fill No No0168

0170 60East west aligned ditch with steep sides and a gradual break of slope to a 
flat base.

Ditch Cut No No0170

0171 60Dark brown firm clayey silt with common small sub-angular and sub-rounded 
stones and chalk nodules.

Ditch Fill No No0170

0172 21NW-SE aligned ditch with concave sides and base.Ditch Cut No No0172

0173 21Mid yellowish brown soft silty sand with few inclusions and unclear edges.Ditch Fill Yes No0172
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0174 3Pit in trench 3 not seen during machining but recognised in trench edge 
cutting layer 0093. Shape in plan is unknown but does have steep concave 
sides and a gradual break of slope to a concave base.

Pit Cut No No0174

0175 3Mid to dark brownish grey friable silty sand with frequent small flints and 
stones.

Pit Fill No No0174

0176 23N-S aligned ditch with concave sides and a flat base.Ditch Cut No No0176

0177 23Mid orangey brown loose silty sand with occasional small to medium 
rounded stones.

Ditch Fill No No0177

0178 35Machine sondage through large possibly circular, but unclear due to 
extending beyond trench limits, pit which encompasses half of trench 35. 
Machined to depth of 1.45m from the top of the topsoil and has a shallow 
sloping concave profile.

Large pit or possible pond, although may represent a large natural hollow 
which has held water.

Pit Cut No No0178

0179 Mid brown silty clay mottled with mid brownish red silty clay. Few inclusions, 
very occasional small stones and charcoal flecks. Has been 
waterlogged/wet, very wet looking and sterile.

Pit Fill Yes No0178

0180 67East west aligned ditch with steep slightly concave sides and a narrow 
concave base. Eastern terminus is within the trench, ditch extends 
downslope to the west out of the trench.

Ditch Cut No No0180

0181 67Mid orangey brown moderately compacted clayey sandy silt with thick bands 
of stone, upper fill.

Ditch Fill Yes No0180

0182 67Mid brownish orange soft sandy clay with occasional sub-angular stones, 
middle fill.

Ditch Fill No No0180

0183 67Dark orangey brown soft wet sandy silt with a layer of flint and stones, lower 
fill.

Ditch Fill Yes No0180

0184 67Large possibly sub circular pit in the SE end of the trench. Sondage 
excavated by hand initially and then by machine.

Possible quarry pit.

Pit Cut No No0184
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0185 67Dark brown slightly loose clayey silt with very occasional charcoal flecks and 
occasional small to medium sub-angular and sub-rounded pebbles.

Pit Fill Yes No0184

0186 74NNE-SSW aligned ditch with fairly steep concave sides and a concave base.Ditch Cut No No0186

0187 74Mid orangey brown loose sandy silt with very occasional charcoal flecks and 
moderate flint pebbles.

Ditch Fill Yes No0186

0188 74Circular with a shallow bowl like profile, steep concave sides and a concave 
base.

Small pit or possible posthole with a possible packing stone.

Pit Cut No No0188

0189 74Pale yellowish brown loose silty sand with moderate charcoal flecks.Pit Fill Yes No0188

0190 44East west aligned small gully with steep sides and a sharp break of slope to 
a concave base.

Gully Cut No No0190

0191 44Firm dark greyish brown silty clay with very occasional small sub-angular 
and sub-rounded pebbles.

Gully Fill No No0190

0192 45East west aligned shallow ditch with a steep concave southern edge and a 
shallow slightly concave northern edge, the base is slightly concave.

Ditch Cut No No0192

0193 45Mid brown firm silty clay with occasional small stones.Ditch Fill Yes No0192

0194 51ENE-WSW aligned shallow ditch with gradually sloping sides and a flat base.

One of six parallel linears within the trench, three of which were excavated. 
No dateable finds were recovered and no clear function is apparent, 
although the trenches that contain these linears are on the plateau of clay 
natural and these may be associated with drainage.

Ditch Cut No No0194

0195 51Mid to dark firm silty clay with occasional small chalk fragments and flecks.Ditch Fill No No0194

0196 73WSW-ENE aligned shallow ditch with concave sides and base.Ditch Cut No No0196
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0197 73Mid to light brown loose silty sand with frequent small stones.Ditch Fill Yes No0196

0198 56SE-NW aligned ditch with near vertical sides and a sharp break of slope to a 
flat base.

Ditch Cut No No0198

0199 56Firm greyish brown silty clay with few inclusions.Ditch Fill No No0198

0200 57NE-SW ditch with steep sides which break sharply to a flat base.Ditch Cut No No0200

0201 57Firm dark greyish brown silty clay with rare small chalk and stones.Ditch Fill Yes No0200

0202 49NE-SW aligned ditch with steep sides and a gradual break of slope to a 
narrow concave base.

Boundary ditch

Ditch Cut No No0202

0203 49Firm dark brown silty clay with occasional small to medium flint pebbles and 
chalk.

Ditch Fill Yes No0202

0204 67Ditch terminus. Same ditch as 0180.Ditch Cut No No0204

0205 67Mid orange brown moderately compacted clayey sandy silt with stony lenses.Ditch Fill No No0204

0206 67Mid brownish orange soft silty clay with occasional sub-angular stones.Ditch Fill No No0204

0207 72Circular and shallow with concave sides and a concave base.Pit Cut No No0207

0208 72Dark orange brown silty sand with few inclusions.Pit Fill Yes No0207
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0209 72Circular and shallow with concave sides and a concave base.

Cut by pit 0211.

Pit Cut No No0209

0210 72Dark orange brown silty sand with few inclusions.Pit Fill Yes No0209

0211 72Circular and shallow with concave sides and a concave base.

Cuts pit 0209.

Pit Cut No No0211

0212 72Dark orange brown silty sand with few inclusions.Pit Fill No No0211

0213 72North south aligned possible ditch.

Possible ditch terminus but a little irregular, possibly natural.

Ditch Cut No No0213

0214 72Dark orange brown silty sand with few inclusions.Ditch Fill No No0213

0215 51ENE-WSW aligned ditch with gradually sloping sides and a flat base.

One of a number of parallel linears in trench 51.

Ditch Cut No No0215

0216 51Mid brownish grey firm silty clay with occasional chalk flecks and small 
stones.

Ditch Fill No No0215

0217 51ENE-WSW aligned ditch with gradually sloping sides and a flat base.

One of a number of parallel linears in trench 51.

Ditch Cut No No0217

0218 51Mid brownish grey firm silty clay with occasional chalk flecks and small 
stones.

Ditch Fill Yes No0217

0219 75NE-SW aligned ditch with gradually sloping slightly concave sides and a 
concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0219

0220 75Mid orangey brown firm silty sand with few inclusions.Ditch Fill No No0219



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0221 84NW-SE aligned ditch with a fairly steeply sloping side and narrow base. 

Forms a T-junction with ditch 0223, which does not continue to the north of 
0221.
There is a suggestion that 0221 cuts 0223 but this is not clear and they are 
probably contemporary.

Ditch Cut No No0221

0222 84Very loose dark brown silty sand with very occasional small sub-angular and 
sub-rounded stones.

Ditch Fill Yes No0221

0223 84NE-SW aligned ditch with steep sides which break sharply to a flat base.

Forms a T-junction with ditch 0221 and does not continue to the north of 
0221.
There is a suggestion that 0221 cuts 0223 but this is not clear and they are 
probably contemporary.

Ditch Cut No No0223

0224 84Very loose dark brown silty sand with very occasional small sub-angular and 
sub-rounded stones.

Ditch Fill No No0223

0225 66East west aligned ditch with gradually sloping sides and a slightly concave 
base.

Ditch Cut No No0225

0226 66Mid orangey brown firm silty clay with occasional chalk flecks.Ditch Fill No No0225

0227 86North south aligned ditch with fairly steep concave sides and a concave 
base.

Ditch Cut No No0227

0228 86Mid orangey brown soft silty sand with few inclusions.Ditch Fill No No0227

0229 83ENE-WSW aligned ditch with gradually sloping concave sides and a 
concave base.

Ditch Cut No No0229

0230 83Mid to dark greyish brown silty sand with occasional small stones and very 
occasional charcoal flecks.

Ditch Fill Yes No0229

0231 70Small ditch aligned NW-SE with steep sides with a gradual break of slope to 
a concave base.

Post-med boundary ditch.

Ditch Cut No No0231
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0232 70Firm dark grey silty clay with moderate small chalk and flint pebbles.Ditch Fill No No0231

0233 89Linear and narrow, aligned east west with gradually sloping sides and an 
irregular base.

Possible shallow ditch terminus but likely elongated pit.

Pit Cut No No0233

0234 89Dark reddish brown soft silty sand with very occasional small chalk nodules.Pit Fill Yes No0233

0235 12East west aligned shallow ditch with gradually sloping concave sides and a 
flat base.

Possible post-med boundary shown on first edition.

Ditch Cut No No0235

0236 12Mid orangey brown soft sandy silt with occasional small sub-angular stones.Ditch Fill No No0235

0237 33North south aligned ditch with gradually sloping concave sides and a flat 
base.

Ditch Cut No No0237

0238 33Mid orangey brown soft silty sand with occasional sub-angular flints.Ditch Fill No No0237

0239 93ENE-WSW aligned ditch with a steep concave northern edge while the 
southern edge is less steep but still concave. The base is slightly concave.

Ditch Cut No No0239

0240 93Mid brown loose sandy silt with occasional small stones.Ditch Fill Yes No0239

0241 19Circular with steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base.Posthole Cut No No0241

0242 19Mid grey brown silty sand with very occasional small stones.Posthole Fill No No0241

0243 19Circular with steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base.Posthole Cut No No0243
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0244 19Mid grey brown silty sand with very occasional small stones.Posthole Fill No No0243

0245 19Circular with steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base.Posthole Cut No No0245

0246 19Mid grey brown silty sand with very occasional small stones.Posthole Fill No No0245

0247 19Circular with steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base.Posthole Cut No No0247

0248 19Mid grey brown silty sand with very occasional small stones.Posthole Fill Yes No0247

0249 19Circular with steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base.Posthole Cut No No0249

0250 19Mid grey brown silty sand with very occasional small stones.Posthole Fill Yes Yes0249

0250 19Mid grey brown silty sand with very occasional small stones.Posthole Fill Yes Yes0249

0251 19Circular with steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base.Posthole Cut No No0251

0252 19Mid grey brown silty sand with very occasional small stones.Posthole Fill No No0251

0253 19Circular with steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base.Posthole Cut No No0253

0254 19Mid grey brown silty sand with very occasional small stones.Posthole Fill Yes No0253

0255 19Circular with steep slightly rounded sides and a concave base.Posthole Cut No No0255
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0256 19Mid grey brown silty sand with very occasional small stones.Posthole Fill No No0255

0257 20Dark brownish grey loose silty sand with frequent small to medium flints and 
stones.

Layer below subsoil and over natural in trench 20, sondage excavated to 
discover depth, up to 0.44m thick. 

Possible buried soil/occupation layer containing sherds of pottery. 
Cut by pit 0300

Deposit Layer No No0257

0258 7Number assigned to unexcavated ditch, renumbered as 0317 when 
excavated.

Ditch Cut No No0258

0259 7Number assigned to fill of unexcavated ditch, renumbered as 0318 when 
excavated.

Ditch Fill No No0258

0260 21Very large pit, possibly circular but unknown, with very steep, almost vertical 
sides with a gradually sloping lip around the top. The base was not reached 
due to the depth of the pit. 

Excavated to 1.7m from the top of the topsoil then augered a further 0.5m 
without reaching the base.

Excavated in two metre boxes at either end of the cut in plan with a baulk left 
between.

Pit Cut No No0260

0261 21Possibly oval in plan with concave sides and a concave base.

Possible pit cutting pit 0260.

Pit Cut Yes Yes0261

0261 21Possibly oval in plan with concave sides and a concave base.

Possible pit cutting pit 0260.

Pit Cut Yes Yes0261

0262 21Dark yellowish brown soft silty sand with occasional small to medium stones.Pit Fill No No0261

0263 21Mid orangey brown clayey silt with frewquent medium to large stones.

Upper pit fill.

Pit Fill No No0260
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0264 21Pale to mid brownish orange silty sand with very occasional small stones.

Lower fill of pit.

Pit Fill Yes No0260

0265 21Mid to dark orangey brown soft silty sand with occasional charcoal flecks 
and occasional small to medium stones.

Middle fill of pit.

Pit Fill Yes No0260

0266 21Mid orangey brown firm silty sand with frequent medium to large stones.

Possible slumping of at the edges of the pit.

Pit Fill No No0260

0267 25Large pit excavated by machine sondage to 1.9m from the top of the topsoil 
then augered to a further 0.9m without reaching the base.

Fairly steeply sloping eastern edge visible in machine sondage, base 
unknown.

Pit Cut No No0267

0268 19Row of three possible stakeholes, aligned roughly east west and possibly 
associated with posthole group 0143.

Stakehole Other No No0268

0269 19Roughly circular with generally steep slightly concave sides and a concave 
base.

Posthole possibly associated with posthole group 0143.

Posthole Cut No No0269

0270 19Mid grey brown silty sand with occasional stones.Posthole Fill No No0269

0271 19Roughly circular with generally steep slightly concave sides and a concave 
base.

Cuts ditch 0273.

Posthole possibly associated with posthole group 0143.

Posthole Cut No No0271

0272 19Mid grey brown silty sand with occasional small stones.Posthole Fill Yes No0271

0273 19Curving ditch across trench 19 with moderately shallow concave sides and a 
concave base.

Cut by posthole 0271 and ditch 0282.

Ditch Cut No No0273



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0274 19Pale, slightly washed brown silty sand with very few small stones.Ditch Fill Yes No0273

0275 25Small sub circular pit with near vertical sides and a sharp break of slope to a 
flat base, slightly deeper at the western end.

Pit Cut No No0275

0276 25Very dark brownish grey silty sand with occasional to moderate small sub-
angular and sub-rounded flint pebbles.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0275

0276 25Very dark brownish grey silty sand with occasional to moderate small sub-
angular and sub-rounded flint pebbles.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0275

0277 111sqm sondage excavated in layer 0093 to test depth and gather finds.Deposit Layer No No0277

0278 19Roughly circular with steep slightly rounded sides and a rounded base.

Cuts ditch 0273 but cut by ditch 0284.

Posthole Cut No No0278

0279 19Mid grey brown silty sand with frequent small stones.Posthole Fill Yes No0278

0280 19Possible pit, identified mainly in sections 114 and 115 as surface was 
smeared with fired clay 0155 and black area. Sides moderately steep where 
visible, full extent not identified.

Fired clay 0155 likely within the fill.

Cuts ditches 0282 and 0299.

Pit Cut No No0280

0281 19Dark brown, with frequent darker patches, silty sand with frequent small 
stones.

Pit Fill Yes No0280

0282 19Large ditch running diagonally across trench 19, aligned east west. Difficult 
to see in some areas due to fired clay and dark area 0155 and cut by other 
features and being heavily disturbed by animal. The sides where identified 
were moderately steep and relatively straight and the base was concave.

Cuts 0273 and 0280.

Ditch Cut No No0282



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0283 19Dark brown silty sand with frequent small stones.Ditch Fill Yes No0282

0284 19Possible ditch running parallel with ditch 0282. The sides are moderately 
steep and straight and the base is narrow and concave. May butt end just to 
the east of section 113 but this is unclear.

Cuts posthole 0278 and cut by ditch 0282

Probably a ditch but may be a row of postholes although this is less likely 
and it was not clear enough to define fully in the excavated sections.

Ditch Cut No No0284

0285 19Mid brown silty sand with frequent small stones/gravel.Ditch Fill Yes No0284

0286 25Homogenous mid brown silty sand with occasional small stones.Pit Fill Yes No0267

0287 25Mid to dark brown silty sand with occasional small to medium stones.Pit Fill No No0267

0288 25Pale to mid brown silty sand with moderate small to medium stones.Pit Fill No No0267

0289 25Pale to mid orangey brown slightly silty sand with occasional small stones.Pit Fill No No0267

0290 25Mid to dark brownish grey silty sand with occasional to moderate small 
stones.

Pit Fill Yes No0267

0291 29NW-SE aligned ditch with near vertical sides and a sharp break of slope to 
an irregular flattish base.

Ditch Cut No No0291

0292 29Dark grey silty sand with occasional small sub-angular and sub-rounded 
stones.

Ditch Fill No No0291

0293 29NW-SE aligned ditch very shallow irregular profile with steeper sides to the 
southeast.

Ditch Cut No No0293



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0294 29Mid brownish orange clayey sandy silt with occasional small sub-angular 
stones.

Ditch Fill Yes No0293

0295 19Fill of ditch 0273 in section 113Ditch Fill No No0273

0296 19Fill of pit 0280 in section 113.Pit Fill Yes No0280

0297 19Fill of ditch 0282 in section 113.Ditch Fill Yes No0282

0298 19Fill of ditch 0282 in section 114.Ditch Fill No No0282

0299 19Fill of ditch 0273 in section 114.Ditch Fill Yes No0273

0300 20Oval with gently sloping sides with a gradual break of slope to a concave 
base.

Cuts layer 0257.

Pit Cut No No0300

0301 20Mid brownish grey friable silty sand with frequent charcoal and fired clay 
flecks and occasional small stones, also contained a large dump of fired clay.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0300

0301 20Mid brownish grey friable silty sand with frequent charcoal and fired clay 
flecks and occasional small stones, also contained a large dump of fired clay.

Pit Fill Yes Yes0300

0302 19Fill of ditch 0282 in section 116.Ditch Fill Yes No0282

0303 19Surface find from cleaning near posthole 0269.Finds Other Yes No

0304 19Ditch terminus with moderately steep  quite straight sides with a rounded 
base.

Ditch Cut No No0304



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0305 19Mixed mid brown silty sand and orange sand with frequent stones and 
animal disturbance towards the base.

Ditch Fill No No0304

0306 19Unstratified finds from surface cleaning in trench 19.Finds Other Yes No

0307 2Upper fill of SFB in northeast quadrant, same as 0013.SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0307 2Upper fill of SFB in northeast quadrant, same as 0013.SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0308 2Lower fill of SFB in northeast quadrant, same as 0014.SFB Fill No No0012

0309 2Upper fill of SFB in northwest quadrant, same as 0013.SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0309 2Upper fill of SFB in northwest quadrant, same as 0013.SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0310 2Lower fill of SFB in northwest quadrant, same as 0014.SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0310 2Lower fill of SFB in northwest quadrant, same as 0014.SFB Fill Yes Yes0012

0311 2Roughly circular with very steep slightly rounded sides which break sharply 
to a concave base.

Quite deep and large with large packing flints throughout.

Located in northeast quadrant of SFB 0012.

Posthole Cut No No0311

0312 2Mid to dark brownish grey loose silty sand with occasional small flints.Posthole Fill Yes No0311



Context No TrenchFeature TypeFeature No Description/Interpretation Finds Overall Date Env. Sample

0313 2Roughly circular with steep sides and a concave base.

Possible but unlikely posthole associated with SFB 0012. Very probably 
animal disturbance.

Posthole Cut No No0313

0314 2Mid to dark mottled orangey brown loose silty sand.Posthole Fill No No0313

0315 2Sub oval with very steep sides with a sharp break of slope to a concave 
base.

Quite deep and large with large packing flints throughout.

Located in southeast edge of SFB 0012.

Posthole Cut No No0315

0316 2Mid greyish brown loose silty sand with occasional small flints.Posthole Fill No No0315

0317 7Outer enclosure ditch shown on geophysics.

North south aligned ditch with gradually sloping slightly concave sides and a 
broad concave base.

Originally recorded as unexcavated ditch 0258/0259.

Ditch Cut No No0317

0318 7Mid brown silty sand with occasional charcoal flecks.Ditch Fill Yes No0317

104 CREATED VIA BULK FINDS ENTRY No No





Appendix 3. Trench Descriptions 
Trench no. Length Width Topsoil thickness Depth to natural Orientation 

1 35m 2.1m 0.24m 0.44m SSW-NNE 
2 30m 2.1m 0.28m 0.38m SSE-NNW 
3 30m 2.1m 0.45m 0.8m WSW-ENE 
4 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.75m SSE-NNW 
5 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.53m WSW-ENE 
6 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.7m SSE-NNW 
7 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.6m WSW-ENE 
8 30m 2.1m 0.42m 0.51m SSE-NNW 
9 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.9m WSW-ENE 
10 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.65m SSE-NNW 
11 45m 2.1m 0.35m Unknown 0.35m to 0093 WSW-ENE 
12 38m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m SSE-NNW 
13 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.5m WSW-ENE 
14 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
15 30m 2.1m 0.34m 0.74m WSW-ENE 
16 30m 2.1m 0.4m 0.5 to 0.75m SSE-NNW 
17 30m 2.1m 0.4m 0.4 to 0.6m WSW-ENE 
18 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.5m SSE-NNW 
19 30m 2.1m 0.36m 0.36 to 0.6m WSW-ENE 
20 30m 2.1m 0.3 to 0.45m 0.3 to 0.85m SSE-NNW 
21 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.4m WSW-ENE 
22 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.5m SSE-NNW 
23 30m 2.1m 0.34m 0.34m WSW-ENE 
24 30m 2.1m 0.4m 0.8m SSE-NNW 
25 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.45m WSW-ENE 
26 30m 2.1m 0.36m 0.36 to 0.6m SSE-NNW 
27 30m 2.1m 0.36m 0.36 to 0.66m WSW-ENE 
28 30m 2.1m 0.37m 0.53m SSE-NNW 
29 30m 2.1m 0.36m 0.51m WSW-ENE 
30 30m 2.1m 0.36m 0.52m SSE-NNW 
31 30m 2.1m 0.4m 0.48m WSW-ENE 
32 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.45m SSE-NNW 
33 30m 2.1m 0.4m 0.65m WSW-ENE 
34 30m 2.1m 0.14 to 0.4m 0.14 to 0.4m SSE-NNW 
35 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m WSW-ENE 
36 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
37 30m 2.1m 0.36m 0.3m WSW-ENE 
38 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
39 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m WSW-ENE 
40 30m 2.1m 0.25m 0.25m SSE-NNW 
41 30m 2.1m 0.28m 0.28m WSW-ENE 
42 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
43 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m WSW-ENE 
44 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
45 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m WSW-ENE 
46 30m 2.1m 0.34m 0.34m SSE-NNW 
47 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m WSW-ENE 
48 30m 2.1m 0.44m 0.44m WSW-ENE 
49 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m SSE-NNW 
50 30m 2.1m 0.25m 0.25m WSW-ENE 
51 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
52 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m WSW-ENE 
53 30m 2.1m 0.32m 0.32m SSE-NNW 
54 30m 2.1m 0.36m 0.36m WSW-ENE 
55 30m 2.1m 0.38m 0.38m SSE-NNW 
56 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.45m WSW-ENE 
57 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
58 30m 2.1m 0.25m 0.25m WSW-ENE 
59 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
60 30m 2.1m 0.25m 0.25m WSW-ENE 
61 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 



 

62 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m WSW-ENE 
63 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
64 30m 2.1m 0.5m 0.6m WSW-ENE 
65 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.9m SSE-NNW 
66 30m 2.1m 0.4m 0.65m WSW-ENE 
67 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.46m NW-SE 
68 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.5m NW-SE 
69 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.35m SSE-NNW 
70 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.35m WSW-ENE 
71 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.4m SSE-NNW 
72 30m 2.1m 0.34m 0.55m WSW-ENE 
73 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.84m SSE-NNW 
74 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.82m SW-NE 
75 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
76 30m 2.1m 0.34m 0.34m WSW-ENE 
77 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
78 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.4m WSW-ENE 
79 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.55m SSE-NNW 
80 30m 2.1m 0.25m 0.5m WSW-ENE 
81 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.45m SSE-NNW 
82 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.55 to 0.8m WSW-ENE 
83 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.8 to 1.5m SSE-NNW 
84 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.5m WSW-ENE 
85 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m SSE-NNW 
86 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.55m WSW-ENE 
87 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m SSE-NNW 
88 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m WSW-ENE 
89 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m SSE-NNW 
90 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.3m WSW-ENE 
91 30m 2.1m 0.45m 0.45m SSE-NNW 
92 30m 2.1m 0.45m 0.45m WSW-ENE 
93 30m 2.1m 0.4m 0.4m SSE-NNW 
94 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.55m WSW-ENE 
95 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35 to 0.6m SSE-NNW 
96 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.75m WSW-ENE 
97 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.5m SSE-NNW 
98 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.5m WSW-ENE 
99 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.5m SSE-NNW 
100 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.5m WSW-ENE 
101 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.5m SSE-NNW 
102 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.5m WSW-ENE 
103 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.65m SSE-NNW 
104 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.65m WSW-ENE 
105 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.9m SSE-NNW 
106 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.45m WSW-ENE 
107 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.8m SSE-NNW 
108 30m 2.1m 0.3m 1.1m WSW-ENE 
109 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.4m SSE-NNW 
110 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m WSW-ENE 
111 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.45m SSE-NNW 
112 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.35m WSW-ENE 
113 30m 2.1m 0.3m 0.55m SSE-NNW 
114 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.92m WSW-ENE 
115 30m 2.1m 0.25m 0.6m SSE-NNW 
116 30m 2.1m 0.35m 0.6m WSW-ENE 



Appendix 4. Bulk finds catalogue 

 

Context  Sample Pottery CBM Fired 

Clay 

Slag Worked 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Stone 

Animal 

Bone 

Notes Spotdate 

  No       Wt/g No    Wt/g No    Wt/g No   Wt/g No    Wt/g No       Wt/g No       Wt/g No      Wt/g   

0001  5 36  3 35 2 20  Rom, Med? 

0005   1 1   

0006  1 4   Rom? 

0008  1 8 1 305  Sax, Rom ? 

0013  2 3 1 1 11 10 2 25 227 564  Pre 

0013 01       6 9     5 20    15   

0014  4 20 2 32 13 50 1 38 71 252 HSR: 67g Pre, Med? 

0014 02 3 6          4 43    18   

0015  3 1  HSR: 

2227g 

Pre 

0015 03                   HSR: 78g  

0017  5 68  3 30 3 76 9 3  Pre 

0019  1 18  1 5 1 25 1 19 1 132  Pre 

0023  1 19  5 202  Pre 

0028    1 1 Possible 

HSR? 

 

0029    2 8 Possible 

HSR? 

 

0030    6 41 Possible 

HSR? 

 



Context  Sample Pottery CBM Fired 

Clay 

Slag Worked 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Stone 

Animal 

Bone 

Notes Spotdate 

No       Wt/g No    Wt/g No    Wt/g No   Wt/g No    Wt/g No       Wt/g No       Wt/g No      Wt/g 

0032 1 34

0034 3 29 2 450

0036 08 2 1 14 288

0037 1 107

0039 5 76 3 99 15 107

0043 1 111

0049 5 285 4 14 Pre 

0065 1 11

0068 7 35 1 5 1 8 Charcoal: 

1 - 14g 

Pre 

0072 1 2 3 26 7 92 2 62 Pre? 

0072 04 8 28 12

8

321 3 1

0073 1 14

0075 1 20  Pre 

0082 1 11 Pre? 

0087 111 1348 Shell: 6 - 

1g 

Pre 

0093 5 23 9 663 2 42 1 107 24 1016 29 889 4 393 13 59 Pre 

0093 15 1 1 4 18 23 39 2 1

0094 1 193

0104 4 7 14 1048 1 34 3 472



Context  Sample Pottery CBM Fired 

Clay 

Slag Worked 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Stone 

Animal 

Bone 

Notes Spotdate 

  No       Wt/g No    Wt/g No    Wt/g No   Wt/g No    Wt/g No       Wt/g No       Wt/g No      Wt/g   

0104 06         20

4

395       5 1    

0106  13 37  1 5 14 251 5 72  Pre 

0106 12         5 8       2 1    

0110  3 40   Pre 

0114  7 40 1 360 14 579 19 295 11 1987  Pre 

0114 14 17 9    3 2   6 215   892 16      

0155    76 681   

0159  3 34 5 473 2 277  Ro? 

0161   27 583 1 1 Iron nails: 

2 - 48g 

 

0165  2 3   Pre 

0173    1 17   

0179   1 331 23 334   

0181  4 7  2 1 28 252  Pre 

0183    5 5   

0185   10 743 1 3 11 78   

0187    6 79   

0189    1 1 12 22   

0193    1 6   

0197    3 23   

0201   2 1 3 31   

0203   3 604   



Context  Sample Pottery CBM Fired 

Clay 

Slag Worked 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Stone 

Animal 

Bone 

Notes Spotdate 

No       Wt/g No    Wt/g No    Wt/g No   Wt/g No    Wt/g No       Wt/g No       Wt/g No      Wt/g 

0208 7 17 4 2 Pre 

0210 1 8 11 20

0218 1 5 1 5 Pre 

0222 1 6 Shell: 1 - 

3g 

0230 4 25 1 995 1 4 Pre 

0234 4 67 3 19 Pre? 

0240 1 3 1 1 Shell: 87 - 

85g 

Pre 

0248 1 11  Rom? 

0250 25 1 8 1105 1

0254 1 18 1 11

0261 2 15 7 60 2 130 1 5 62 57 Pre 

0261 13 2 1 10 5 2 6 2 1

0264 2 5

0265 10 15 15 112 1 39 Pre 

0272 1 18  Rom? 

0274 3 29

0276 3 52 5 16 1 2 Pre 

0276 16 23 45 8 2 6 41 9 108 2 1

0279 1 2  Ro 

0281 9 70 3 306 3 6 1 12 9 276 Rom?, Med 

0283 10 98 4 87 1 24 3 21 2 74 3 28 Rom 



Context  Sample Pottery CBM Fired 

Clay 

Slag Worked 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Stone 

Animal 

Bone 

Notes Spotdate 

No       Wt/g No    Wt/g No    Wt/g No   Wt/g No    Wt/g No       Wt/g No       Wt/g No      Wt/g 

0285 3 7 2 2 Rom?, 

Med? 

0286 5 8 Pre? 

0290 1 17  Pre 

0294 8 30

0296 2 36 1 4 2 2

0297 Lava 

quern: 1 - 

108g 

0299 1 2

0301 14 93

0301 17 1 2 4 2 48 32

0302 12 117 4 46 1 30 Pre, Sax?, 

Med? 

0303 1 14

0306 2 8  Rom? 

0307 8 31 1 538 4 3 5 85 11 116 1 75 42 132 Lava 

quern: 7 - 

41g 

Pre 

0307 18 8 7 3 3 8 18 29 19 4 

0309 6 34 1 51 33 74 Pre? 

0309 19 4 1 10 26 10 8 2 



Context  Sample Pottery CBM Fired 

Clay 

Slag Worked 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Flint 

Heat Altered 

Stone 

Animal 

Bone 

Notes Spotdate 

  No       Wt/g No    Wt/g No    Wt/g No   Wt/g No    Wt/g No       Wt/g No       Wt/g No      Wt/g   

0310    2 75 11 105 Lava 

quern: 15 

- 30g 

 

0310 20 3 10      13 25 1 4 12 76 53 1  2   

0312    10 36   

0318  2 17 4 645 1 17 1 6  Rom 

 

 

 



Appendix 5. Prehistoric and Roman pottery 

Ctxt Sam. 
Ceramic 
Period Fabric Form Dec 

Sherd 
type No Wgt/g ENV EVE 

Rim 
d. 
(cm) State Illus Comments 

Fabric 
date 

Pottery 
date 

0001 Rom GMG p 1 15 Rom 

0013 Preh QV(F) p 1 2 
Later 
MIA 

0013 Preh F2 p 1 1 LBA-EIA 
0014 Preh F3 p 3 6 MIA 
0014 2 Preh F2 p 2 3 LBA-EIA 

0014 2 Preh QV(F) p 1 3 
Later 
MIA 

0015 Preh UN 
1 with dotted 
decoration p 3 1 chips Unknown 

0017 LIA-Rom GROG p 3 57 LIA-Rom 
0017 Preh QV p 2 11 LIA 

0019 Preh QV(F) p 1 18 
Later 
MIA 

0023 LIA-Rom GROG p 1 19 LIA-Rom 

0049 Preh F3 p 5 284 MIA 
MIA or 
earlier 

0075 Preh QV(F) p 1 21 
Later 
MIA 

0082 LIA-Rom GROG p 1 11 LIA-Rom 

0087 Preh F2 Situla Jar 
fingermark in a row 
along shoulder edge 1b+7a+p 40 990 1 West Harling style LBA-EIA 

1000-600 
BC 

0087 Preh F2 p 35 68 LBA-EIA 

0087 Preh FQ 
Globular 
jar ext. smoothed 4b+6a+p 35 287 2 

2+2 
joining 

pos. Atrebatic, base 
diams 6cm and 
8cm, wheel finished LIA 

LIA shape, 
1st c. BC 

0087 Preh FQ bowl? r 2 6 1 no rim diam. LIA 1st c. BC 
0093 Preh QV p 2 15 LIA 

0093 Preh QV(F) p 2 9 
Later 
MIA 

0093 15 Preh F3 p 1 1 MIA 

0106 Preh QV Jar 2r+2a+p 13 37 1 0.08 14 
2+2 
joining Belgic shape LIA 1st c. AD 

0110 Preh F1 p 3 39 
2 
joining 

LNE-
EBA 



Ctxt Sam. 
Ceramic 
Period Fabric Form Dec 

Sherd 
type No Wgt/g ENV EVE 

Rim 
d. 
(cm) State Illus Comments 

Fabric 
date 

Pottery 
date 

0114   Preh QSSH Beaker 
cord impressions on 
neck r+p 3 20 1 0.18 15       

LNE-
EBA   

0114   Preh F3     p 1 1       chip      MIA 
MIA or 
earlier 

0114   Preh SQ(F) 
Pos. 
beaker 

vertical combing under 
rim r+p 2 14 1 0.06 13       

LNE-
EBA   

0114   Preh Q(FG) 
Pos. 
beaker 

6 rows of cord 
impressions p 1 14             BA?   

0114 14 Preh SQ(F)     p 15 8       chips     
LNE-
EBA   

0114 14 Preh UN     p 2 1       chips     Unknown   
0151   Preh QV     p 1 2             LIA   
0159   LIA-Rom BSW     p 3 34       laminat,     LIA-Rom   

0165   Preh QV(F)     p 2 3             
Later 
MIA   

0208   Preh F2     p 7 17             LBA-EIA   
0218   Preh F2     p 1 5             LBA-EIA   
0230   Rom RF     p 1 13             Rom   
0230   Preh QV     p 3 11             LIA   

0234   LIA-Rom GROG Jar + dish 
1 sherd with incised 
lines 1r+p 4 67 2         no rim diam. LIA-Rom   

0240   Preh F2     p 1 3             LBA-EIA   
0248   Rom GMG     p 1 10             Rom   

0261   Preh QV(F)     p 2 15             
Later 
MIA   

0265   Preh QV(F)     p 6 10             
Later 
MIA   

0265   Preh QV     p 4 5             LIA   
0276 16 Preh F2     p 5 2       chips     LBA-EIA   
0276 16 Preh F3     p 5 1       chips     MIA   

0276   Preh F2G 
Jar or 
bowl 

nailmalks along rim 
and walls 1r+p 3 52 1 0.09 21       BA   

0276 16 Preh F2G   nailmarks in columns p 12 42             BA   
0279   Rom GMB     p 1 1             Rom   
0283   Rom ESH     b 1 23 1         base diam 10cm Rom   
0283   Rom RF     p 1 3           int. soot Rom   
0283   Rom GMO     p 1 6             Rom   
0285   Preh QV     p 2 5             LIA   
0285   Rom GMG     p 1 2             Rom   
0286   Preh F3     p 1 3             MIA   



Ctxt Sam. 
Ceramic 
Period Fabric Form Dec 

Sherd 
type No Wgt/g ENV EVE 

Rim 
d. 
(cm) State Illus Comments 

Fabric 
date 

Pottery 
date 

0286 LIA-Rom GROG   p 3 4 LIA-Rom 

0286 LIA-Rom GROG 
Storage 
Jar p 1 16 LIA-Rom 

0301 17 LIA-Rom BSW p 1 2 LIA-Rom 
0302 Preh F2 p 1 2 LBA-EIA 
0302 Preh QV p 1 1 LIA 
0302 Rom ESH p 2 1 Rom 
0306 LIA-Rom GROG p 1 4 LIA-Rom 
0306 Rom GMG p 1 3 Rom 
0307 LIA-Rom GROG a 1 8 LIA-Rom 
0307 Preh F3 p 4 12 MIA 

0307 18 Preh QV(F) 1r+p 8 7 1 small rim, no diam. 
Later 
MIA 

0309 Preh QV(F) p 1 8 
Later 
MIA 

0309 19 Preh QV(F) p 4 1 
Later 
MIA 

0310 20 Preh SQ(F) p 2 6 
LNE-
EBA 

0310 20 Preh QV(F) p 1 3 
Later 
MIA 

0318 Rom STOR Jar 4.2? 

stub decoration, 
probably at base of 
neck p 1 11 Rom 



 



Appendix 6. Saxon and Medieval pottery 

Cntx Sam. Fabric Type No Wt/g MNV Form Rim Handle Base Decoration 
Rim 
diam 

Rim 
percent Abras. Soot 

Also 
in Notes 

0001 SIPS B 3 16 1 small, fairly thin-walled 
0006 THET U 1 5 1 + could be RBGW 

0008 GIPS U 1 7 1 
or poss a HM version? Well fire, 
fully reduced 

0014 SF1007 MSIM D 1 14 1 IHLs,COWL 

abundant ms, v hard fired, oxid 
surfaces, pale grey margins, dk 
grey core, sparse granitic 
inclusion 

0068 ESO1 RU 6 25 1 JR FLAR 80 10 
black, small globular vessel, short 
tapered rim 

0068 ESSS U 1 10 1 smoothed shell leached 
0072 ESO2 U 1 2 1 + 

0272 THET B 1 78 1 F + 

soft, grey with red core, fsm, occ 
flint, base slightly concave with 
cheesewire, not well made, but 
could still be RBGM 

0281 THET U 2 9 2 + soft fsm, partly oxid 

0281 THET U 1 21 1 + 
poorly made, fsm fully reduced, 
poss SIPS or transitional? 

0281 THET U 5 14 5 
0281 THET RS 1 25 1 AD 4 180 10 spout missing 
0283 THET D 2 6 2 GGR 1 soft partly oxid 
0283 THET U 4 11 4 + 2 softish partly oxid 

0283 THET B 1 48 1 F + + 
soft, grey, fsm, occ flint, base 
slightly concave with cheesewire 

0302 SIPS B 1 57 1 S + thin base, poss transitional 
0302 SIPS U 1 22 1 + 

0302 THET D 1 2 1 GGR 
some large rounded quartz, sim 
to GIPS 

0302 THET U 2 5 2 1 oxid ext 

0302 THET D 1 7 1 
shallow 
GGR black surfaces 

0302 THET H 1 15 1 WS + soft fsm, red margins 
0307 ESCF U 1 3 1 smoothed 0309? 
0307 ESO2 U 1 2 1 burnished + + 0309 



Cntx Sam. Fabric Type No Wt/g MNV Form Rim Handle Base Decoration 
Rim 
diam 

Rim 
percent Abras. Soot 

Also 
in Notes 

0307 EMWSG U 1 4 1 

could be Esax, but thin, oxid 
surfaces & reduced core, more 
like Emed types 

0309 ESO2 U 1 1 burnished + + 0307 
0309 ESFS U 1 4 1 burnished + poss some org content 
0309 ESCF U 1 8 smoothed int 0307? 
0309 ESSS U 1 7 1 smoothed + fine mica 

0309 SIPS R 1 6 1 JR B? 
burnished 
ext 160 5 ++ 

not certainly wheelmade, edge of 
rim thinly tapered 

0318 THET U 1 6 1 + hard 



Appendix 7. CBM 

 

Ctxt Sam. Fabric Period Form No. Wt 
Length 
(mm) 

Width 
(mm) 

Height 
(mm) 

Flange 
witdth 
(mm) Marks Notes 

0005   fscpm Rom RBT 1 1             
0007   fscpmf Rom RB 1 304     33       
0013   fscpm Rom RBT 1 2             
0014   fs Rom RBT 1 8             
0014   mspc/fscp Rom RBT 1 24             
0037   mspc/fscp Rom RBT 1 107             
0065   fslm Rom RBT 1 11             
0072   fsm Lmed-Pmed RT 1 22     14       
0093   fsm Rom RBT 3 10             
0093   mscpfe Rom RBT 2 116     26       

0093   fsmf/msmf Rom RBT 1 359     36   
scoring of 5 
parallel lines   

0093   fsmfe Rom RBT 1 77             
0093   fsfe Rom RBT 1 19             
0093   ms Rom RBT 1 81           laminating 
0094   msflfe Rom RBT 1 193     32       
0104   fsm Rom? RBT 1 3             
0104   fscpl Rom UN 3 4             
0114   msfm Rom RBT 1 359     44     burnt 

0159   msclfe/fscpfe Rom RBT 1 118     21   
finger made 
rigde   

0159   msl/csl Rom? RBT 1 123             
0159   mscplfe Rom RBT 2 65             
0159   fscpfm Rom FLT 1 166     53 21     
0161   fsmf Lmed-Pmed RT 6 91     13       
0161   fscpm Lmed-Pmed RT 17 316     11-16       
0161   fslm/mslm Lmed-Pmed UN 2 43             
0161   fslm/mslm Lmed-Pmed RT 1 35     20       
0161   fscpfe Rom? RBT 1 97     35       

0179   fslcpm Rom RBT 1 330     24-30     
pos. voussoir 
brick 

0185   fscpflfe Rom FLT 1 314     55 23     
0185   fs Rom FLT 1 39             
0185   msfl Rom FLT 1 82     55 26     



Ctxt Sam. Fabric Period Form No. Wt 
Length 
(mm) 

Width 
(mm) 

Height 
(mm) 

Flange 
witdth 
(mm) Marks Notes 

0201 fsm Rom? UN 2 1 
0203 mslfe Rom RBT 3 16 
0203 cslf Med EB 1 587 95 53 13th-15th c. 
0230 fscpfl Rom RB 1 994 37 brick 
0250 25 fsfe Rom RBT 1 8 
0254 msfe Lmed-Pmed RT 1 18 15 
0259 fsmf Rom RBT 2 214 30 
0259 mscpl Rom RBT 1 8 
0259 fscpl/mscpl Rom? RBT 3 84 
0262 msl Rom IMB 6 59 
0262 fscp Rom UN 1 2 

0281 fscp Rom RBT 3 305 25 

pos. voussoir, 
curves on top 
side 

0283 mslfe Lmed-Pmed RT 2 22 15 
0283 ms/fs Lmed-Pmed RT 1 7 14 
0283 msl/csl Lmed-Pmed LB 1 58 22 
0285 fscpm Rom RBT 1 2 
0307 fscpl Rom RB 1 537 28 
0318 fscpf Rom BOX? 1 65 14 pos. flue tile 
0318 mscpm Rom UN 1 8 
0318 mslf/fslf Rom RBT 1 166 28 

0318 fs Rom FLT 1 405 52 24 

Flange profile 
type 6, cutaway 
pos. Type 2 



Appendix 8. Fired clay 

Ctxt Sample  Fabric Type No. Wt/g Flat surface Impressions Notes 

0013 fs 10 8 
0013 1 fsf 1 3 
0013 msf/fsf 1 2 
0013 1 mso 5 6 
0014 ms/fs 1 6 
0014 msc/csc 13 45 
0019 fsc 1 6 
0072 4 csc 5 14 
0072 4 csf 2 13 
0072 fs 2 4 
0072 4 fs 1 1 

0093 fs 
Pos. 
loomweight 1 26 3 flat sides, corner silty clay 

0093 msc/csc 1 14 
0106 msc/csc 1 5 
0114 14 fs 3 2 

0155 msc/csc 86 678 
one piece with 2 flat 
sides, pos. corner 

0181 fs 3 4 
0181 fs 2 1 
0183 fsc 4 6 
0262 13 fs 2 1 
0281 msc/csc 3 5   
0283 fsc 1 24 2 sides flat 

0294 fs 8 30 
two pieces with a 
flat side 

0301 fsc 12 54 
0301 17 msc/csc 4 2   
0301 mscf 1 38 one flat surface 
0307 18 fs 1 1 
0307 18 fsf 2 3 
0307 msc/fsc 4 3 

0318 msc/fsc 1 17 

plant 
impression on 
one side 



 



Appendix 9. Struck flint 

Context Cat. Type Quantity Non-str.
utbl end scraper 1 0 

0001 blad blade 1 0 
0001 notf notched flake 1 0 
0001 retf retouched flake 1 0 
0017 flak blade-like flake 1 0 
0017 flak flake 2 0 
0019 utfl utilised flake 1 0 
0034 blad blade 1 0 
0034 flak flake 1 0 
0034 utfl utilised flake 1 0 
0036 flak spall 2 0 
0039 flak flake 3 0 
0039 stfr struck fragment 2 0 
0049 flak flake 4 0 
0068 flak flake 1 0 
0073 scpf scraper 1 0 
0093 core multi platform flake core 1 0 
0093 flak flake 1 0 
0093 flak flake 6 0 
0093 flak shatter 5 0 
0093 flak spall 2 0 
0093 notf notched flake 1 0 
0093 stfr tested piece 1 0 
0093 unsk non-struck fragment 0 1 
0093 unsk non-struck fragment 0 10 
0114 burn burnt fragment 1 0 
0114 core multi platform flake core 1 0 
0114 flak blade-like flake 2 0 
0114 flak flake 3 0 
0114 flak flake 7 0 
0114 flak shatter 2 0 
0114 flak shatter 2 0 
0114 stfr struck fragment 1 0 
0114 stfr tested piece 1 0 
0114 unsk non-struck fragment 0 1 
0173 flak flake 1 0 
0185 unsk non-struck fragment 0 1 
0187 flak flake 6 0 
0189 flak flake 1 0 
0193 unsk non-struck fragment 0 1 
0197 flak flake 1 0 
0197 flak spall 1 0 
0197 unsk non-struck fragment 0 1 
0201 flak flake 1 0 
0201 flak shatter 1 0 
0201 unsk non-struck fragment 0 1 
0210 utbl serrated blade 1 0 
0218 flak flake 1 0 
0222 utfl utilised flake 1 0 
0230 flak flake 1 0 
0254 flak flake 1 0 
0261 retf retouched flake 1 0 
0264 flak flake 2 0 
0265 flak flake 9 0 
0265 flak shatter 1 0 
0265 flak spall 1 0 
0265 retf retouched flake 1 0 
0265 unsk non-struck fragment 0 1 
0265 utfl utilised flake 2 0 
0274 flak flake 1 0 
0274 flak shatter 1 0 
0274 retf retouched flake 1 0 
0276 flak flake 5 0 



Context Cat. Type Quantity Non-str.
0276 flak flake 4 0 
0276 flak spall 1 0 
0276 stfr struck fragment 1 0 
0281 flak shatter 1 0 
0283 flak flake 2 0 
0283 utfl utilised flake 1 0 
0285 flak spall 2 0 
0296 core multi platform flake core 1 0 
0296 flak blade-like flake 1 0 
0299 utfl utilised blade 1 0 
0302 flak flake 1 0 
0302 flak spall 1 0 
0302 stfr core fragment 1 0 
0302 utfl scraper 1 0 
0303 utfl utilised flake 1 0 
0307 flak chip 2 0 
0307 flak flake 1 0 
0307 flak flake 1 0 
0307 flak shatter 3 0 
0307 flak spall 4 0 
0307 unsk non-struck fragment 0 1 
0307 utfl utilised flake 1 0 
0309 flak flake 2 0 
0309 flak shatter 5 0 
0309 unsk non-struck fragment 0 2 
0310 flak flake 1 0 
0318 flak flake 1 0 

 

 



Appendix 10. Burnt flint and heat altered stone 

Ctxt No Sam. 
Bt Flint 

No 
Bt flint 
Wt/g 

Bt 
SS/QZ 

No 

Bt 
SS/QZ 

Wt/t 
0013 2 25 2 20 
0013 1 5 20 
0014 1 38 
0014 2 4 43 
0017 3 76 
0019 1 19 1 132 
0023 5 202 
0034 2 450 
0036 5 14 288 
0039 3 99 
0043 1 111 
0068 1 8 
0072 2 62 
0093 29 889 4 393 
0093 15 23 39 
0104 1 34 3 472 
0106 14 251 
0114 19 295 11 1987 
0114 14 16 892 
0159 2 277 
0250 25 1 1105 
0262 13 2 6 1 2
0265 1 39 
0276 1 2 
0276 16 9 108 
0281 9 276 
0283 2 74 
0296 1 4 
0307 11 116 1 75 
0307 18 29 19 
0309 1 51 
0309 19 10 8 
0310 2 75 
0310 20 12 76 1 53 



 



Appendix 11. Small finds 

Small 
find 

Context 
Object
name 

Material Count Wt/g Description 
Depth
(mm) 

Width
(mm) 

Length 
(mm) 

Diam. 
(mm) 

Period

1001 0002 Waste Lead 1 4 Fragment of lead waste; strip bent at a right angle at one end. Surfaces are rough/pitted. Thin 
rectangle in section. Possibly binding or part of a bracket. 

9 20.6 

1002 0002 Stud Copper 
alloy 

1 2 Incomplete stud with flat, discoidal head and shank that is square in section. Damaged at the tip. 
Front of the stud is plain. 

9.4 3 13.8 

1003 0002 Waste Lead 1 3 Droplet of lead waste - amorphous in shape. Probably casting waste. 7 9 15 

1004 0013 ?Nail Iron 1 4 Elongate shank, square in section and curved upwards at the tip. Probable nail. 6 30 

1005 0002 Coin Copper 
alloy 

1 3.23 Complete fourth century nummus. Very worn and corroded on both faces and edges nicked. 
Complete fourth century nummus. Very worn and corroded on both faces and edges are nicked. 
Obverse: bust facing right. Legend: [ ]TIVSP_A_G. Reverse: no detail visible. Possibly for 
Constantius II. AD 353-4. (Reece and James, 1986, 33, nos 120 - 133). 

2.23 22 Roman 

1006 0002 ?Binding Copper 
alloy 

2 10 Two co-joining strips of copper alloy sheet. Rectangular in plan. Possible remnants of wood on 
the inner surface. Could be binding for bucket or box. Corroded. 

1.7 20 10.8  Med 

1008 0002 Button Copper 
alloy 

1 2 Front cover for a livery button. Discoidal in shape; reverse is concave with a lip around the edge. 
The front has a raised design cast in it - an anchor with rope twisted around it (possibly for the 
Franklin family, Suffolk). 

4 24 Pmed 

1009 0002 Shot Lead 1 3 Complete, sub-spherical shot, surface pitted and dented to show use. After the mid-18th century, 
small lead shot of weights between 1 - 7g are usually buckshot, used for the hunting of game or 
poaching. Refer to Burrill, C (2009) DENO-E7E565: A POST MEDIEVAL MUSKET BALL Web 
page available at: https://finds.org.uk/database/artefacts/record/id/266828 for further information.

8.1 8 Pmed 

1010 0002 Shot Lead 1 3 Complete, sub-spherical shot, surface pitted and dented to show use. 8.4 8 Pmed 

1011 0002 Coin Copper 
alloy 

1 1.2 Complete fourth century nummus. Poor condition, worn on both faces and damage to the edges. 
Obverse: possible draped and cuirassed bust. Could be Magnus or Flavius. Reverse: camp 
gateway with two towers. AD 387 - 388. 

1.6 15 Roman 

1012 0002 Shot Lead 1 4 Complete, cast sub-spherical shot, pitted on the surface from use. 8.7 9 Pmed 

1013 0002 Stud Copper 
alloy 

1 2 Complete stud with convex head, circular in plan. Shaft is square in section and tapers to a point. 
Where shaft and head join the shaft widens where it could have been soldered. Stud for furniture 
or leather. Compare to an example from Colchester in Crummy, 1983, 117, fig 120, no. 3165. 

2 19 11 Roman 

1014 0002 Coin Copper 
alloy 

1 0.74 Incomplete fourth century nummus; half. Obverse: lower section of bust; only end part of legend 
remains. Reverse: Two victories facing each other, both holding a wreath. Legend: [VIC] 
TORIAEDD AVG [GQNN]. For Constantius II or Constans. AD 343 - 348. 

1.5 14 Roman 

1015 0002 ?Ingot/weight Lead 1 5 Complete, ?cast ingot or weight. Hexagonal in plan, rectangular in section. Surfaces and edges 
are rough as if hammered into shape. - Possibly object smelted down for re-use. 

4.6 13 16.5  ?Rom 

1016 Scraper Flint 1 6.5 Complete flint tool; a flake struck from mid-grey flint nodule with core on both long edges. Steep 
retouch on the distal edge of the dorsal face. 

4.7 16.6 52  Pre 

1017 0003 Nail Iron 1 6 Near complete nail. Head is pyramidal in profile, 'hexagonal' in plan (?7 sides). Has a tapering 
shank that is square in section. If Roman it is a Manning Type 1. 

14 50  Roman 



Small 
find 

Context 
Object
name 

Material Count Wt/g Description 
Depth
(mm) 

Width
(mm) 

Length 
(mm) 

Diam. 
(mm) 

Period 

1018 0023 Key Iron 1 25 Incomplete tumbler lock lift key. It is L-shaped with a plain stem, square in section. The bit is 
incomplete with only one of the teeth remaining. At the head of the stem is a suspension loop. 
Very similar to an example in Manning (1985), plate 40, no. O32 which was from the Sandy 
Hoard in Bedfordshire. This example was 4th century in date. 

14 27 92  Roman 

1019  Coin Copper 
alloy 

1 0.92 Complete Roman coin, possibly a fourth century nummus. Totally masked/encrusted by dirt. 4  12 Roman 

1021 0002 Waste Lead 1 20.5 Amorphous lump of lead casting waste. 12.6 18.6 26   

1022 0002 Waste Lead 1 9 Piece of lead casting waste. Looks as if part of circular pieces as the outer edge is convex. Fan-
shaped in plan. On one surface is a small protrusion. 

6 20 29   

1023 0002 Looped 
object 

Copper 
alloy 

1 1.2 Incomplete, small section of a looped object It has a curved shaft that is ovoid in section. One 
end of the shaft is broken; the other expands into a flattened, broken terminal that is rectangular 
in plan.  

2 7 22   

1024 0002 Axehead Iron 1 190.5 Possible complete axehead. 'Triangular' in plan with a curved cutting edge that tapers to a 
narrow tang/butt. In section the butt is rectangular. Uncertain how would have been effectively 
hafted. 

13 82 137   

1025 0002 Coin Copper 
alloy 

1 0.59 Incomplete fourth century nummus. Half missing. Both faces very worn. Obverse: bust slightly 
visible. 

1.46  11 Roman 

1026 0002 Coin Copper 
alloy 

1 0.53 Complete fourth century nummus. Small size so probably a contemporary copy. Obverse: worn, 
bust visible. Reverse: possibly a poor copy of Victory walking left with wreath. Compare to 
Reece, p35, no.150. AD388 - 395. 

1.2  11 Roman 

1027 0002 Mount Copper 
alloy 

1 1.19 Incomplete mount. Only the lower section remains. It is roughly rectangular in plan, tapering to 
an oval shaped knop. The outer edges are convex. It is broken across the width. 

3 12 14  Med 

1028 0002 Finger ring Copper 
alloy 

1 2.4 Complete late Saxon finger ring. The hoop is oval/D-shaped in section with terminals that taper 
to points. The ring is now an open oval in form with the terminals spread apart - originally they 
would have overlapped. It is of late Saxon date c. 800 - 1100AD. Compare to examples from 
Stonham Aspal, Suffolk (Brown 2014b) and London (Pritchard 1991, 150, fig. 3.33, no. 102). 

4 18 34  Saxon 

1029  Coin Silver 1 0.17 Clipped quarter of a silver coin. In very poor condition; little visible on either face. The clipping is 
not precise. Obverse: part of the legend visible but only I I: Reverse: two of the three pellets 
within the quarter visible. 

0.6 8 11  Med 

1030  ?Nail Iron 1 4.6 L-shaped shank of an iron object - possibly a nail. Heavily corroded. Shank is square in section. 12 21 22   

1032 0002 Skimmer Copper 
alloy 

1 12 Incomplete skimmer. Discoidal, fragment including outer edge. It is slightly distorted. It is made 
from relatively thick sheeting and has three remaining compass-engraved concentric circles on 
one side which were used for setting out the holes; these appear to have been drilled/finished 
from the reverse side. One complete and four incomplete holes remain. Compare to an example 
from London that is very similar, in Egan (1998) Med. Households, 157, fig 126, no 437. The 
London example dates between c1400 - 1450. 

16.5 24 53  Med 

1033 0002 Jetton Copper 
alloy 

1 1.87 Complete Nuremberg jetton of the ship penny type, dating c. 1490 - 1550. Obverse: ship in 
profile with mast and rigging. Legend is [ ] n/ moBSmV [ ]. Reverse: French - four lis in a lozenge. 
Both legends likely to be fictitious. Anonymous issues with this design were designed by jetton 
makers in Nuremberg for the French market. Cf: Mitchiner (1988) Jettons, medals and token, the 
Med period and Nuremberg, vol. 1, p365 - 367, nos. 1121 - 1186. 

0.65  26 Pmed 

1034  Coin Silver 1 0.75 Complete silver Scottish twenty pence of Charles I, third coinage, dated to 1637 - 1642. 
Obverse: worn crowned bust facing left with XX behind. Legend: CAR DG MAG BRIT FRAN ET 
HIB. Reverse: crowned thistle, worn. Legend: IVSTITIA THRONVM FIRMAT. 

0.46  16 Pmed 



Small 
find 

Context 
Object
name 

Material Count Wt/g Description 
Depth
(mm) 

Width
(mm) 

Length 
(mm) 

Diam. 
(mm) 

Period 

1035  Coin Copper 
alloy 

1 1.66 Complete fourth century nummus - worn on both faces with sections of legend missing due to 
damaged edges. Obverse: bust facing right, diadem. Legend: [DN CONSTAN TIV]SPF [AVG]. 
Reverse: possible soldier spearing barbarian - though very worn so difficult to be certain. 
Legend: [FEL TEMP REPA]RATIO. Date: AD354 - 361. 

1.47  16 Roman 

1036 0002 Coin Copper 
alloy 

1 0.95 Complete coin, very worn on both faces, no details visible. Damaged edges. Possibly a fourth 
century nummus. 

0.86  16 Roman 

1020 0002 Unidentified Iron 4 350.6 Four ovoid shaped lumps of iron. Possibly waste material.    

1037 0002 Spike Iron 1 5 Elongated shank of an iron object that tapers to a point; square in section. Possibly a tooth from 
a carding comb/weaving comb. 

5 78  Pmed 

1038 0002 Nail Iron 1 10 Incomplete nail with flat, six sided head (in plan). Shank is square in section. It is distorted and 
broken towards the tip. 

12 58   

1039 0002 Fitting Iron 1 34 Near complete U-shaped fitting. The shank is square in section. However, one terminal is 
flattened - possibly for attachment. The opposing terminal is curved outwards to form a hook. 

8 69 89   

1007 0106 Sherd Ceramic 1 14 Ceramic sherd found associated with skeleton. It is decorated with banded wavy lines and is a 
coarse, sandy fabric. 

7 41 43  Med 

1031 0106 Loomweight Ceramic 1 254 Corner piece of a triangular Iron Age loomweight; has remains of an oblique perforation. Fabric is 
orange with frequent chalk inclusions ranging from small to large in size. 

74 55 84  Pre 

1040 0161 Bullet 
cartridges 

Composite 2 10 Two incomplete cartridge cases from a rifle/shotgun. Corroded and used.   Mod 

1041 0281 Loomweight Ceramic 1 30 Fragment of outer surface of a loomweight - undiagnostic. Is buff coloured fabric with chalk 
inclusions. 

20 39 45  Pre 

1042 0106 Loomweight Ceramic 8 219 Fragments of a triangular Iron Age loomweight. One is a corner piece; one has the remains of a 
perforation. The fabric is buff/orange in colur and has frequent chalk inclusions. 

56 30 61  Pre 

1043 0087 Saddle quern Stone 2 678 Two co-joining pieces of a saddle quern - incomplete. It is semi-circular in plan and rectangular in 
section. The 'upper' surface is flat but pitted. The lower surface is also flat but curves upwards in 
profile toward the rounded end. Could be quartzite. 

31 218 77  ?Pre 

1044 0093 Vessel Glass 1 1.39 Piece of natural blue/green Roman vessel glass. Rectangular in plan and slightly curved in 
profile; D shaped in section. The vessel has a D shaped rib running along its length. The glass is 
very bubbly. Rib from around a small bowl or beaker? 

5 9 26  Rom 
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Appendix 12. Human skeletal remains 

 

Methodology 
Measurements were taken using the methods described by Brothwell (1981), together with a few from 
Bass (1971) and Krogman (1978). Sexing and ageing techniques follow Brothwell (1981) and the 
Workshop of European Anthropologists (WEA 1980), with the exception of adult tooth wear scoring 
which follows Bouts and Pot (1989). Stature was estimated according to the regression formulae of 
Trotter and Gleser (Trotter 1970). All systematically scored non-metric traits are listed in Brothwell 
(1981), and grades of cribra orbitalia and osteoarthritis can also be found there. Pathological conditions 
were identified with the aid of Ortner and Putschar (1981) and Cotta (1978). 
 

Notes 
Methods of age and sex determination are generalised to give an idea of the bones used.  Sexing 
based on the pelvis used more traits than entries might suggest.  "DF" stands for discriminant function, 
a statistical method of determining sex, where +2.0 is very male, -2.0 very female (WEA, 1980). 
 
Teeth are recorded in the form illustrated below. 
 
 Maxilla R.     8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1   1 2 3 4 5 X 7 U      L. 
 Mandible        O 7 6 5 4 - - -   / / 3 4 5 6 7 C  
          A   C  
 
 Code  Meaning 
 1 2 3 etc.  Tooth present in jaw. 
 X  Tooth lost ante-mortem. 
 /  Tooth lost post-mortem. 
 U, u  Tooth unerupted. 
 O, o  Tooth in process of erupting. 
 C  Tooth congenitally absent. 
 -  -  -   Jaw missing. 
 A  Abscess present (above/below tooth number). 
 C  Caries present (above/below tooth number). 
 
Lower case letters a-e and u/o are used for deciduous teeth.  Attrition patterns are coded according to 
the scores suggested by Bouts and Pot (1989, modified version of Brothwell's original tooth wear 
chart). 
 
A few abbreviations have been used in the catalogue for commonly occurring pathological conditions 
and anatomical regions.  These are as follows: 
 
OA osteoarthritis    MT metatarsal 
OP osteophytosis, osteophytes  MC metacarpal 
C cervical vertebra   L. left 
T thoracic vertebr    R. right 
L lumbar vertebra    
 
Any other abbreviations should be self-explanatory, since they are simply shortened forms of bone 
names or anatomical areas (prox = proximal, etc.). 
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Articulated skeleton 
 
Sk. 0015 Male, middle-aged to old adult 
Description: Near-complete, but right side and part of rear of the skull lost and torso 

extremely fragmented and incomplete. 
Condition: Fair, many fresh breaks.  
Determination of age: Tooth wear moderate to heavy. Cranial vault sutures partly open. Degenerative 

changes. 
Determination of sex: Cranium DF +0.4; Pelvis DF +1.2 
Stature:  1.746m (5’ 9”) from femora. 
Cranial index:  - 
Teeth:  
  C CA            C  
 C 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 C 
 C 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 C 
                 
  Tooth wear: - 4+ 6- 6- 6 5 6- 5 5 4+ 4+ 5 4+ 5+ 4+ - 

 - 5 5 4 3+ 4+ 5 6- 6- 5 5 4+ 4+ 6- 6- - 

  Dental pathology: Caries interstitial. Alveolar resorption moderate. Calculus moderate-
considerable, esp on lower R M2. Enamel hypoplasia canines (c.4 yrs). 

Pathology:  
  Cribra orbitalia:  Cribriotic both sides. 
  Degeneration: Enthesophytes: ischium, rear calcaneum, midshaft linea aspera, sup ilium 

above SIJ, iliac crests. 
Osteophytes: large on distal ulnae, slight on R radius, acetabuli, scapula 
glenoids, C1–2 odontoid peg/facet, L2–4 bodies (large, frilly) and a few other 
unident frags of vertebral body. OPs around R ankle joint secondary to trauma 
(see below). 
Osteoarthritis: R. ?1st rib head (OAII), eburnation patch on sup R lunate, L side 
bodies of C6–7. 

  Infection: Pitting of both maxillary sinuses. 
  Schmorl’s nodes: Small in S1 body. Most other verts not assessable. 
  Stress lesions: Vertical linear stress lesions or fractures both proximal MT1s at centre-superior 

part of facets. Pits central prox facet of prox R hallucial phal, with OPs. 
  Trauma: Oblique fracture of R tibia shaft and fibula shaft in distal third, well healed but 

with some new bone formation due to ligamentous tears between tibia and 
fibula at distal joint. Possible cloaca anterior tibia within the fracture line, but no 
other evidence of inflammation – possible healed osteomyelitis or just 
incomplete fusion? Secondary OP all around sup talus and inf tibia facets. 

  Unhealed wounds: Straight-edge knife cuts across anterior C2. Two small and poorly preserved 
fragments of C3 body and arch may have a cut line through them, but they are 
abraded. The C4 is missing. 
There are a number of old breaks across the L parietal and a small piece of R 
parietal and a few surviving internal flakes. These suggest perimortem trauma 
to the skull with radiating cracks, but the skull is too incomplete to reconstruct 
the point(s) of impact. 
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Cranial measurements 
 

 0015
Cranium 
Max Length L 
Max Breadth B 
Max Height H' 
Basi-nasal Length LB 
Basi-alveolar Length GL 
Upper facial Height G'H 
Bimaxillary Breadth GB 
Bizygomatic Breadth J 
Nasal Height NH' 
Nasal Breadth NB 
Simotic Chord SC 
Bi-dacryonic Chord DC 
Orbital Breadth O'1 
Orbital Height O2 
Palatal Length G'1 43
Palatal Breadth G2 36
Min Frontal Breadth B' 100
Biasterionic Breadth BiastB 
Foramen Magnum Length FL 
Foramen Magnum Breadth FB 
Frontal Arc S1 135
Parietal Arc S2 
Occipital Arc S3 
Frontal Chord S'1 113
Parietal Chord S'2 
Occipital Chord S'3 
Trans-Biporial Arc B'Q 
Mastoid Process Height MPH 32
  
Mandible  
Bicondylar width W1 
Bigonial breadth GoGo 109
Foramen mentale breadth ZZ 41
Symphyseal height H1 30
Mandibular length ML 
Bicoronoid breadth CrCr 99
Min ramus breadth R. RB’ 34
Min ramus breadth L. RB’ 34
Coronoid height R. CrH 65
Coronoid height L. CrH 65
Condylar length R. CyL 
Condylar length L. CyL 
Gnathion-gonion length R. GnGo 90
Gnathion-gonion length L. GnGo 91
Measurements in mm. 
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Post-cranial measurements 
 Sk. 0015

Femur 
Maximum length FeL1 R 474

 L 477
Oblique length FeL2 R 472

 L 475
Head diameter FeHead R 

 L 51
Bicondylar breadth FeE1 R 

 L 
Min subtrochanteric A-P diameter FeD1 R 29

 L 29
Max subtrochanteric M-L diameter FeD2 R 36

 L 37
Minimum shaft diameter (A-P) FeD3 R 29

 L 31
Maximum shaft diameter (M-L) FeD4 R 29

 L 29
Meric Index  100(FeD1/FeD2) R 80.6

 L 78.4
Robusticity Index  100((FeD3+FeD4)/FeD2) R 12.3

 L 12.6
Tibia 
Maximum Length TiL1 R [376]

 L 
Bicondylar Breadth TiE1 R 

 L 
A-P diameter at nutrient foramen TiD1 R 39

 L 40
M-L diameter at nutrient foramen TiD2 R 26

 L 30
Cnemic Index  100(TiD2/TiD1) R 66.7

 L 75.0
Fibula 
Maximum Length FiL1 R 

 L 
Humerus 
Maximum Length HuL1 R 

 L 
Head diameter HuHead R 

 L 
Epicondylar Breadth HuE1 R 66

 L 
Radius 
Maximum Length RaL1 R 246

 L 
Ulna 
Maximum Length UlL1 R 

 L 
Calcaneus 
Maximum Length CaL1 R 

 L 81
Clavicle 
Maximum Length ClL1 R 

 L 
Sacrum 
Maximum Length 
Maximum Breadth 
S1 Width 
Breadth/Length Index 
S1 Width/Max Breadth Index 

 
Stature 1746
Measurements in mm. 
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Cranial non-metric traits 
Sk. 0015

Highest nuchal line R -
 L -

Ossicle at lambda/Inca -
Lambdoid wormian bones R -

 L +
Parietal foramen R -

 L +
Bregmatic bone 0
Metopism 0
Coronal wormian bones R 0

 L 0
Epipteric bone R -

 L -
Fronto-temporal articulation R -

 L -
Parietal notch bone R -

 L 0
Asterionic ossicle R -

 L 0
Auditory torus R -

 L 0
Huschke's foramen R -

 L 0
Post-condylar canal R -

 L -
Double condylar facet R 0

 L -
Precondylar tubercle R 0

 L 0
Double hypoglossal canal R 0

 L 0
Foramen ovale incomplete R -

 L -
Extra palatine foramen R +

 L +
Palatine torus R 0

 L 0
Maxillary torus R 0

 L 0
Zygoma-facial foramen R 1

 L 1
Supra-orbital foramen complete R +

 L +
Extra infra-orbital foramen R -

 L 0
Sagittal wormian -
Squame parietal ossicle R -

 L 0
Multiple mental foramen R 0

 L 0
Mandibular torus R 0

 L 0

Post-cranial non-metric traits 
 Sk. 0015

Atlas bridge lateral R -
 L -

Atlas bridge posterior R -
 L 0

Atlas double facet R -
 L -

Suprascapular foramen R -
 L -

Detached acromion epiphysis R -
 L -

Sterno-manubrial fusion R -
 L -

Septal aperture of humerus R 0
 L 0

Epicondylar process of humerus R 0
 L 0

Sacralisation of L5 R -
 L -

Four sacral segments -
Six sacral segments -
Acetabular crease R 0

 L 0
Allen's fossa of femur R -

 L -
Poirier's facet of femur R -

 L -
Plaque formation of femur R -

 L -
Third femoral trochanter R +

 L +
Vastus notch of patella R 0

 L 0
Calcaneus double facet R -

 L +
Cuboid-navicular articulation R +

 L +
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Appendix 13. Radiocarbon dating certificate 

 
  



 

 

  



Appendix 14. Faunal remains 

 

Ctxt Qty 
Wt 
(g) Species NISP Ad Juv MNI 

Element 
range Meas Cou Butch. Skin foot MP LL UL R Man HC T Scap Pel Misc Comments 

0013 99 575 Cattle 10 10   
upper 
teeth            10    

upper 
molars, 
incisors 

0013   Equid 5 5   
upper and 
lower teeth            5    

2 upper 
molar, 4 
lower molars 
and premolar 

0013   Sheep 2  2  
lower 
molars            2    

lower molars, 
little wear 

0013   Pig/boar 1  1  
lower 
molars            1    

unerupted 
molar 

0013   Mammal 81    fragments               81  

0014 38 266 Cattle 2 2   
humerus, 
radius  1 ch, cut     2        

small -med 
individual 

0014   Mammal 36    fragments               36  

0017 5 4 Mammal 5    fragments               5 
some burnt 
white 

0028 1 3 Mammal 1    shaft               1 

fragment of 
shaft, 
sheep/goat 
size, 
probably 
femur shaft 
frag, boiled 
appearance 

0029 2 10 Cattle 1    rib         1        

0029   Mammal 1    
small 
fragment               1  

0030 5 43 Cattle 5    
metatarsal, 
femur      1 1        3 

robust 
metatarsal 
fragments x 
4, 1 femur 
fragment 

0032 1 37 Cattle 1 1   mandible   chopped       1      

mandible, 
chopped on 
condyle 

0039 14 111 Cattle 2    tibia, molar        1    1    
distal tibia, 
upper molar  



Ctxt Qty 
Wt 
(g) Species NISP Ad Juv MNI 

Element 
range Meas Cou Butch. Skin foot MP LL UL R Man HC T Scap Pel Misc Comments 

0039 Mammal 12 fragments 12 

0093 13 60 Cattle 2 
metatarsal, 
calcaneus 2 1 1 

distal 
metatarsal 
fragment 

0093 Mammal 11 2 fragments 11 

invertebrate 
damage and 
worn, 1 
fragment 
burnt black 

0106 5 75 Cattle 1 1 radius 1 chopped  1 distal radius 
0106 Mammal 5 fragments 5 
0161 1 2 Mammal 1 shaft 1 

0179 23 341 Cattle 9 9 
mandibles, 
teeth 2 cuts 2 5 5 

mandibles, 1 
with P4 and 
M1, isolated 
teeth inc 2 
M3s well 
worn, cuts 

0179 Mammal 14 fragments 14 

0181 20 259 Cattle 3 3 
scapula, 
humerus 1 

cut, 
chopped  1 2 

scapula (inc 
articular end) 
2 pieces, 
humerus with 
prox and 
distal ends 
missing 

0181 Sheep 1 1 mandible 1  1 
P2 present, 
worn 

0181 Mammal 16 fragments 16 

0185 11 81 Cattle 2 2 metatarsal 1 2 

one 
metatarsal in 
two pieces, 
unfused 
distal end, 
proximal end 
missing 

0185 Mammal 9 fragments 9 

eroded nd 
fragmented, 
most 
probably 
cattle MT 

0189 9 23 Cattle 9 9 1 
molar 
fragments  9 

upper molar 
fragments 

0208 4 4 Mammal 4 fragments 4 



Ctxt Qty 
Wt 
(g) Species NISP Ad Juv MNI 

Element 
range Meas Cou Butch. Skin foot MP LL UL R Man HC T Scap Pel Misc Comments 

0210 8 21 Sheep 8 8  1 horncore           1    7 

horncore tip 
with body 
and seven 
other 
fragments 

0240 1 2 
Bird - 
Fowl 1 1   tibiotarsus 1 1               

0243 3 20 Sheep 3 3   
tibia, 
mandible       1   2      

tibia and 
mandible 
fragments, 
invertebrate 
wear 

0261 24 60 Cattle 1 1   metatarsal  1    1           

0261   Pig/boar 1 1   humerus        1        
distal half, 
end missing 

0261   Mammal 22    fragments               22  

0283 3 30 Sheep 3 3   
mc, mt, 
cuboid 2 3 cut 1  2 1         

metacarpal, 
metatarsal, 
cuboid with 
knife cut on 
side, lesion 
on proximal 
metacarpal 

0286 2 2 Sheep 2 2   
phalanges: 
pph, iph  1   2           

no clear cut 
marks 

0302 1 34 Cattle 1 1   radius  1 chopped     1        
proximal 
radius 

0307 36 168 Cattle 1 1   humerus   
cut, 
chopped     1        

distal half of 
humerus 

0307   Sheep 5 5   

radius, 
lower 
molars        1    4    

lower molars 
with M3 in 
mid wear, 
radius shaft 

0307   Mammal 30    fragments               30 some wear 

0309 29 77 Cattle 1 1   femur        1        

femur head, 
fusion line 
still visible 

0309   Pig/boar 3 3   pelvis, tibia  1      2      1   
0309   Mammal 25    fragments               25  

0310 12 109 Cattle 2  2  femur, iph  0.5 chopped  1   1        

proximal 
femur head 
unfused, 
intermediate 
phalange 



Ctxt Qty 
Wt 
(g) Species NISP Ad Juv MNI 

Element 
range Meas Cou Butch. Skin foot MP LL UL R Man HC T Scap Pel Misc Comments 

0310 Pig/boar 5 5 tusk, tibias 1 chopped     4    1    

 large boar 
tusk and tibia 
frags 

0310 Mammal 5 fragments 5 
0312 9 36 Cattle 1 tooth  1 upper P3 
0312 Mammal 8 fragments 8 



Appendix 15. Artefacts and plant remains after sampling 

 

Bone fragments x   x #       x   xx x x x x x     
Calcine bone   ##               #             x 
Vitrous globules (non-ferrous)             x     #               
Fired clay               #   #   xx           
Coal fragments             #                     
Modern cereals             x xx   x           x   
Ferrous spheroids       #     #                     
Recovered from non-floating residue                                   
Corylus (Hazel nutshell)                     ##             
Ferrous flakes/spheroids/globules       xx x #                       
Sample volume (litres) 35 40 10 40 40 40 25 40 20 40 40 20 40 40 40 10 10 
Volume of flot (ml) 200 120 20 400 100 40 40 80 40 80 50 50 100 50 50 10 10 
% flot sorted 33% 80% 100% 25% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
C14 suitable material Y Y P Y Y N N N N N Y Y Y Y N N N 
Further work possible if required Y Y N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N 
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