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Summary 

Archaeological evaluation on the site of a proposed new car park opposite the Hospital 

on York Road at RAF Lakenheath, identified a high density of archaeological features 

apparently representing a series of enclosures dating to the Late Iron Age or early 

Roman period. Dating evidence was sparse and the feature fills clean suggesting that 

they may have had an agricultural function. Although no evidence of the nearby Middle 

Saxon settlement was identified in the evaluation, the close proximity of this settlement 

(within 25m) makes it likely that at least some of the features belong to that phase of 

activity.  

The site had been formerly developed and some damage from modern activity was 

observed; however these results demonstrate that archaeological remains survive intact 

below the disturbed surface and that these have to potential to address research 

questions about the nature of Roman and Anglo-Saxon field systems and the 

relationship of the ‘home fields’ to the settlements. Further excavation of the 

development area will be required, although the scope of this will depend on 

construction levels.  
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1. Introduction 
An archaeological evaluation was carried out at RAF Lakenheath in advance of the 

construction of a car park opposite the Hospital at RAF Lakenheath (Fig. 1). The site 

covers 3900sqm metres and is located at grid ref. TL7332 8043. It lies within an area of 

the Base from where evidence of Roman and Anglo-Saxon occupation has been 

previously recovered.  

The site is currently open rough ground, but two buildings formerly stood on the site. 

These were demolished in 2014 and the footings grubbed out without archaeological 

input. The evaluation was designed to establish whether any archaeological deposits 

had been present and if so how well they had survived the grubbing out, and to 

establish the date and character of the remains in order that a suitable mitigation 

strategy could be devised. 

2. Geology and topography 
The site is broadly flat, occupying the top of a gentle west facing slope at 10m OD 

overlooking a dry valley. The surface geology is Aeolian sands overlying fissured chalk 

which outcrops to the surface across parts of the Base. Evaluation trenching revealed 

light sands across the site; chalk was not reached within any of the excavations. 

The ground level within the approximate locations of the former buildings was noticeably 

lower than that at the margins of the site suggesting that underlying horizons would be 

truncated in these areas. 

3. Archaeological and historical background 
The site lies within an area rich in archaeological finds. Middle Saxon settlement has 

been excavated only 25m to the east, and Early Anglo-Saxon settlement 45m to the 

north-west and over 400 Early Anglo-Saxon furnished burials have been excavated 

178m to the south-west of the site. Prehistoric, Roman and Saxon field systems 

representing farming activity at the edges of the settlement have also been observed 

within all of these sites (Fig. 2). The intensity of the archaeological activity appears to 

diminish in the areas south and south-east of the site, suggesting that this may lie on 

the edge of settlement, although it is expected to be within the farmed areas of all 

periods as indicated with the presence of field systems. No archaeological work has 

previously taken place within the boundaries of the site. 



2 

In advance of the evaluation it was expected that evidence of Middle Saxon (7th-9thC 

AD) settlement relating to nearby sites ERL 116 and ERL 139 might be recovered, as 

activity of this period appears to be focused in a band either side of the current site 

(ERL 107, ERL 116 and ERL139). 

 

Figure 1. Location map 

 

Figure 2. Plan showing nearby sites   
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4. Methodology 
Seven trenches 1.6m wide and totalling 125.6m in length (201sqm, 5.2% of the total 

area) were excavated across the site using a JCB equipped with a toothless ditching 

bucket. Trench locations (Fig. 3) were chosen to sample the entire site area but were 

also dictated by the presence of known services, the approximate location of the former 

buildings and were designed to sample the state of preservation of the soil profile both 

within and outside the footprints of the former buildings. Where modern disturbance was 

encountered trenches were adjusted to maximise the value of the results. 

Where archaeological features were seen these were cleaned and sampled by hand. All 

pre-modern finds were kept. Plans and sections of the trenches and features were 

drawn at scales of 1:50 and 1:20 and recorded on Ordnance Survey maps. All 

archaeological contexts have been recorded within a single sequence using the site 

code ERL 246, and event no. ESF 24959. All site records have been digitised and a 

copy of the report logged with Suffolk HER and the OASIS on-line database. The site 

archive will be curated with SCCAS in Bury St Edmunds once all works are complete. 

 

 

Figure 3. Plan showing trench locations, site outline and location of former buildings. 
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5. Results 

5.1 Introduction 

Twenty archaeological features were identified in six of the seven trenches, all but one 

(a possible pit) of which was a ditch or gully. Modern disturbance to differing degrees 

was found in each trench and the depth of features ranged between 0.06m and 0.8m 

and suggests variable preservation across the site. The locations of the footings of the 

buildings were visible as deep, wide linear disturbances and there were service 

trenches inside and outside the lines of the buildings as well as evidence of new or 

repaired manholes, bore holes and probable geotechnical pits.  

5.2 Trench results 

Trench 1 

Trench 1 was broadly north-south aligned, 16.8m long. The first pull of the trench 

revealed a linear modern disturbance and the trench was shifted eastwards by one 

bucket width to try and avoid this, even so all but c.5m at the north end was subject to 

considerable disturbance and the archaeological potential along much of the trench 

length could not be determined. Where the archaeological levels survived, disturbed 

soils were found to 0.36m deep, overlying a layer of dark sand, possibly representing 

former topsoil, in turn overlying a yellow-brown subsoil, 0032, found at 0.45m. This latter 

deposit was shown to be earlier than some and later than other features, thus forming a 

part of the archaeological horizon. Archaeological deposits were found at 0.45m below 

the current ground level, and natural sand at 0.6m.  

Five adjacent ditches, all north-west to south-east aligned, were found in the 5m length 

of unimpaired view at the north end of the trench (Figs. 4 and 6). Four of these ditches 

lay under or were filled with subsoil layer 0032 and one, ditch 0023, appeared to cut it. 

The northernmost ditches 0023 and 0024 were significantly more substantial than the 

others. No finds were recovered from any of these feature fills or the subsoil layer. All 

the fills were fairly similar pale grey, brown or yellow sterile sands. 
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Ditch no. Width Depth Description  

0023 >1.25m 0.7m The north side of this feature lay beyond the trench edge. Several fills were 
identified of which fill 0028, a thin darker band towards the base may have 
indicated a period of stabilisation after initial filling, followed by some 
slumping from the south side, fill 0033, before the remainder of the feature 
was filled. This ditch cut the subsoil layer and adjacent ditch 0024. 

0024 1.2m 0.8m This had a steep flat-based profile and was cut by ditch 0023. It too 
appeared to have had two periods of filling with rapid infilling of the steep 
profiled base, followed by filling of the surviving gentler profile. The final fill 
was indistinguishable from the subsoil layer, and was probably a slumped 
deposit. 

0025 0.3m 0.08m This was a very narrow, shallow gully that ran into adjacent ditch 0026, but 
no relationship could be determined. 

0026 0.62m 0.26m This had a rounded profile and an even grey-brown sand fill. 

0027 0.6m 0.26m Only the north side of this could be established with any confidence over 
most of its length within the trench, the south was cut by extensive modern 
disturbance. Filled with a similar clean grey-brown sand as Ditch 0026.  

Table 1. Trench 1 features 

 

Trench 2 

Trench 2 was east-west aligned 14.2m long (Figs. 4 and 6) and three, possibly four, 

ditches were identified on a north-west to south-east alignment along its length. It was 

not possible to confidently link any of these features with those of Trench 1, although 

the fills and profile resembled the southern ditches 0026 and 0027 more than 0023 and 

0024. A single sherd of LIA pottery was recovered from fill 0007 in Ditch 0035. The soil 

profile showed c.0.3m of modern deposits overlying a yellow-brown subsoil (0052) 

similar to that seen in Trench 1, with natural sand at 0.5m. The archaeological features 

showed as paler sand within the subsoil at c.0.3m.  

 

Ditch no. Width Depth Description  

0035 0.8m 0.15m A single sherd of LIA-ERom pottery was recovered from the fill of even, 
clean grey-brown sand. 

0036 0.6m 0.08m This terminated at its south end within the trench and was filled with coarse 
yellow-brown sand.  

0037 1.3m 0.26m Filled with even, clean, grey-brown sand. 

Table 2. Trench 2 features 

 

A fourth possible ditch which could be seen at the extreme north-east corner of the 

trench was not investigated.  
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Trench 3 

This was N-S aligned and 12m long. Two ditches and a gully were seen (Figs. 4 and 6) 

but there was a c.5m length at the north end that could not be excavated due to the 

presence of cables and service trenches which obscured the south end of one of the 

ditches. Modern rubble 0.3m deep could be seen overlying a layer of brown sand, over 

another layer of coarse grey-brown sand at 0.38m and with natural visible at 0.64m. 

Feature fill could be discerned in the lower grey-brown layer at c.0.5m and it is possible 

that this is an archaeological deposit. Four sherds of Late Iron Age and/or early Roman 

pottery were recovered from fills 0011 in ditch 0039 and 0012 in ditch 0040. 

 

Ditch no. Width Depth Description  

0038 >0.5m  Grey sand filled and NW-SE aligned, but with the south edge obscured and 
total width not discernible, 

0039 0.38m 0.26m Narrow east-west aligned gully with a steep rounded profile and filled with 
coarse pale sand. This cuts ditch 0040. A single sherd of LIA-Rom pottery 
was recovered.   

0040 1.1m 0.3m NE-SW aligned running along the length of the trench and filled with soft 
grey-brown sand from which three small sherds of LIA-Rom pottery were 
recovered.  This was cut by 0039 

Table 3. Trench 3 features 

 

Trench 4 

Excavation of this trench was hampered by the presence of a pair of cables running 

along the length of the trench and although the trench line was altered twice, very little 

of the potential archaeological level was revealed. A single feature, interpreted as a pit 

was incompletely seen (Figs. 5 and 6), but as this aligned with a deep ditch in adjacent 

Trench 5, it is also possible that this represents part of a ditch rather than a pit. Topsoil 

was only 0.2m deep and the yellow-brown subsoil layer (0052) was seen at 0.34m from 

the ground level. There were no finds from this trench. 

Pit no. Width Depth Description  

0041 0.56m >0.54m Oval pit, incompletely seen, with three pale sand fills. 

Table 4. Trench 4 features 
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Figure 4. Summary of Trenches 1-3 
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Figure 5. Summary of Trenches 4-7 

 

Trench 5 

This was N-S aligned, 14.6m long and had suffered from relatively little modern 

disturbance. Three ditches were seen (Figs. 5 and 6), a pair (0044 and 0045) that were 

either north-east to south-west aligned and another (0046) that was broadly east-west. 

The archaeological features were found at c.0.25m directly under modern deposits. 

There were no finds from this trench.  
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Ditch no. Width Depth Description  

0044 0.65m 0.34 NW-SE aligned with a rounded profile and filled with grey sand with bands of 
iron panning. Appears to be cut by 0045. 

0045 1.25m 0.25 NW-SE aligned with a slightly concave base and filled with even grey brown 
sand with some coarser patches. It seemed to cut 0044. 

0046 0.96m 0.4m A steep-sided cut with a narrow cut in the base which was filled with dense 
grey iron panned sand resulting in a residual gentler profile, which was filled 
with coarse grey-brown sand.   

Table 5. Trench 5 features 

 

Trench 6 

This was the longest trench at 39m and E-W aligned. There seemed to be up to three 

ditches (Figs. 5 and 6) that were NW-SE aligned running along most of the trench 

length, as well as a single ditch at right angles. There was some modern disturbance in 

the centre of the trench. At the east end, where the trench was cut into undisturbed 

ground surfaces beyond the buildings, concrete and sub-base, 0.18m deep lay over 

mixed orange-brown sand and a layer of dark-brown sand with chalk flecks onto natural 

sand at 0.5m. E-W aligned plough lines were visible in the natural and were filled with 

this lowest soil. At the west end, within the previously developed area, natural sand and 

the archaeological features were found at 0.26m below the current levels. 

 
Ditch no. Width Depth Description  

0022 >0.9m 0.06m Shallow ditch with a break in the centre, probably just because of its shallow 
depth. The alignment is broadly E-W, but the feature can’t be better defined. 
It is filled with pale coarse grey sand. Relationships with other features are 
obscured by modern disturbance. 

0048 1.16m 0.4m NW-SE aligned ditch with a triangular profile and filled with pale grey-brown 
sand which is coarser at the top of the fill. The upper fill is cut by ploughlines. 

0049 1.3m 0.52m NW-SE aligned ditch with steep sides and a flat base and which appears out 
of the fill area 0051, possibly with double terminals. It seems to stop where it 
meets ditch 0050, but no relationship was visible. This feature was more 
substantial than the other ditches. 

0050 1.32 0.24m NE-SW aligned ditch with triangular profile and grey sand fill with iron pan. 
This is aligned at right angles to 0049, possibly forming a corner with it. No 
relationship was visible in the fills. 

Table 6. Features in Trench 6 

 

Trench 7.  

Trench 7 was N-S aligned at the east end of the site, and 16.5m long (Fig. 5). It ran 

inside the footprint of the former development and natural sand was found immediately 
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under the modern deposits at 0.22m.  There were no features and it appears to have 

been truncated. 

 

6. Finds and environmental evidence 
Ioannis Smrynaios 

The evaluation produced five small body sherds of pottery weighing 9 grams in total. All 

sherds are presented by context in Table 7 below. 

Ctxt 
Ceramic 
Period Fabric Form Decoration 

Sherd 
type No Wt/g 

0007 LIA QVM     p 1 2 

0011 LIA-Rom BSW   1 ext. groove p 1 1 

0012 LIA-Rom BSW   4 ext. grooves p 1 3 

0012 LIA QVM     p 1 1 

0012 LIA-Rom GROG     p 1 2 

Table 7  Pottery quantification 

 

The pottery sherds were recovered from ditch fills in Trenches 2 and 3 and date to the 

Late Iron Age and early Roman periods. The assemblage is divided into three basic 

fabrics: 

• QVM is a typical sandy and micaceous Late Iron Age fabric, tempered with 

sparse organic matter. It often contains iron ores and silt-sized flint impurities. 

• BSW is a Romanised fabric, typical for the transitional period between Late Iron 

Age and Roman times. It is sandy and often micaceous, but it does not contain 

any organic temper. 

• GROG is a fine sandy and grog-tempered fabric, typical of Belgic pottery and 

common during the Late Iron Age and early Roman transition. 

 

Two sherds from contexts 0011 and 0012 carry external grooved decoration which has 

been executed on a slow turning wheel. Both sherds are wheel-finished, which is again 

a characteristic of the Late Iron Age and early Roman transition.  
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7. Discussion 
This evaluation has shown that archaeological deposits survive beneath the formerly 

developed areas, and that whilst some areas have been completely destroyed sufficient 

survives to allow investigation and interpretation of the remains. A considerable density 

of archaeological features has been identified across all areas of the site; all but one of 

the features was a ditch and most were on a NW-SE or NE-SW alignment (Fig. 7). The 

fills were sterile, largely pale, sands and there was a paucity of finds with only five very 

small sherds of pottery having been recovered from three of the features. This suggests 

that these features form enclosures making up parts of field systems associated with 

occupation rather than the settlements themselves. The dating evidence recovered 

suggests that they relate to the Late Iron Age and Roman occupation rather than the 

Anglo-Saxon, despite the close proximity of the Middle Saxon settlement to the east. 

However, the presence of a subsoil layer that appears to separate two phases of ditch 

construction, does suggest that later or post-Roman ditch systems may be represented. 

Anglo-Saxon occupation does tend to be less finds rich than the earlier period, and 

therefore the possibility that at least some of these ditches belong to this later period 

cannot be ruled out.  

Lying as it does at the edge of the intense settlement occupation, investigation of this 

area has the potential to contribute to an understanding of the relationship between the 

areas farmed close to settlement and those further out. For example, are the enclosures 

smaller nearer the settlement? What are the enclosures used for – animal pens, 

agricultural fields? Are earlier enclosures being re-used in later periods? To what extent 

can we identify agricultural change from the Iron Age to the Anglo-Saxon period, and 

can we see the beginnings of modern systems? These topics have been identified as 

research priorities for the eastern region (Medleycott 2011), examining rural landscapes 

and the relationship with settlements. 

The evidence of the evaluation suggests that it is likely that much of the area will 

contain archaeological features, but there is no evidence to suggest that these will be 

either complex or finds rich; however the possibility of Roman burials within the area 

cannot be ruled out; these are often found at RAF Lakenheath in the corners of 

enclosures.  
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It is noticeable that the depth of soil covering the archaeological deposits is greater at 

the west end of the sites, at c.0.5m than at the east where it is c.0.2m, suggesting that 

the naturally gently sloping topography has been truncated by levelling at the time of the 

original development. Therefore archaeological deposits can be expected to be better 

preserved at this western end, indeed the absence of any archaeology in Trench 7 may 

be an indication that it has been entirely removed by levelling rather than representing 

genuine absence.  

 

8. Conclusions and recommendations for further work 
The evaluation has identified an intense network of ditches and enclosures in at least 

two phases of activity, one of which can be dated from a small number of finds to the 

Late Iron Age or Roman periods. Lying as they do in an area of intense archaeological 

activity, but on a site which has not previously seen any archaeological investigation, 

these results fill an important gap in our understanding of the field systems and 

associated occupation on this part of the Base.  

The features are at risk from the development, most particularly at the east end where 

deposits can be found within 0.2m of the current ground surface, however the degree of 

threat is dependent on the formation levels of the construction. Accepted practice 

determines that archaeological horizons should be protected by a buffer of 0.2m of 

undisturbed soil in order to be left in situ rather than excavated. Whether any of this 

area is likely to meet that criteria depends on the construction design and the formation 

levels, but it is probable that the entire area will require archaeological excavation 

before construction can proceed. The key requirements will be to plot the features so 

that the enclosures can be defined, and to try to establish more precise dating.   
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Figure 7. Projected lines of ditches 
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9. Archive deposition 
The archive is currently held in the Suffolk Archaeology stores where it will remain until 

any succeeding work is completed, at which point the site archive will be transferred to 

the Suffolk County Council archive stores in Bury St Edmunds. 

 

10. Acknowledgements 
Assistance during the evaluation was provided by members of the team from Volker 

Fitzpatrick, in particular Tim Dunnington who organised the work and Dean on the JCB.  

 

11. Bibliography 
Medleycott, M, 2011.  Research and Archaeology Revisited: A Revised Framework For 
The East of England. East Anglian Archaeology Occasional Papers 24 

 

 

 





 

Appendix 1. Trench List 
 

Trench 
No. 

Length 
in m 

Geology Depth 
to 
Natural 

Description Summary Context Number 

1 16.8 Sand 0.5m Heavily disturbed by what looks like the footing 
for a building, but with some archaeology 
showing outside the disturbance.  Too little 
natural was seen over much of the trench to be 
sure that there were no other features. 

Appear to be five broadly parallel 
ditches at the north end of the 
trench. These are all filled with 
pale, clean grey-brown sands. 

0002, 0003, 0004 0005, 
0006, 0023, 0024, 0025, 
0026, 0027, 0028, 0029, 
0030, 0031,0032 0033 

2 14.2 Sand 0.5m Modern deposits over a pale yellow-brown 
subsoil within which features can almost be seen. 
Features are all shallow so possibly truncated. 

Three parallel ditches. It is not clear 
whether these are the same as in 
Trench 1, bit if so there has been 
considerable truncation from north 
to south in the area. 

0007, 0008, 0009, 0035, 
0036, 0037, 0052 

3 12 Sand 0.62m Modern deposits overlying grey-brown sand 
subsoil within the base of which some feature fill 
can just about be determined.  C. 3.5m at north 
end where there are a lot of cables 

Three ditches, all at different 
orientations. Pottery from 0039 and 
0040. 

0010, 0012, 0038, 0039, 
0040 

4 12.5 Sand 0.34m Irregular shape, heavily disturbed, trench moved 
around to find natural.  Layer of coarse yellow 
brown subsoil under topsoil. 

Only feature is a single probable pit, 
0041, although this does align with 
a ditch in Trench 5. 

0013, 0041, 0042, 0043, 
0052 

5 14.6 Sand 0.30m 0.14 depth of modern deposits over a brown 
sand that overlies all the features, probably base 
of original topsoil, with 0.06 depth of subsoil 
under. 

Three roughly E-W aligned ditches.  
No finds from any, some depth to 
these suggesting that they aren't 
particularly truncated. 

0014, 0015, 0016, 0044, 
0045, 0046, 0047 

6 39 Sand 0.26m Disturbance in the upper layers and natural close 
to the surface.  Features can be difficult to 
discern and some shallow, suggesting truncation. 

Appears to be a band of at least 
three NW-SE aligned ditches, with 
another at a right angle. 

0017, 0018, 0019, 0020, 
0021, 0022, 0048, 0049, 
0050, 0051 

7 16.5 Sand 0.22m Truncated, no archaeology.     



 

  



 

 

Appendix 2. Context List 

Context 
Number 

Feature 
Number Tr. 

Feature 
Type 

Cate 
gory Description Finds Over Under Cuts Cut by 

0001    Other Unstratified finds from across the site      

0002 0023 1 Ditch Fill Basal pale grey fill of ditch 0023  0023 0028   

0003 0024 1 Ditch Fill Deep basal fill of ditch 0024. Pale almost natural-like sand.  0024 0031   

0004 0025 1 Gully Fill Pale almost natural-like sand fill  0025 0032   

0005 0026 1 Ditch Fill Even pale grey-brown sand fill of ditch 0026  0026 0032   

0006 0027 1 Ditch Fill Clean even grey-brown sand fill of dich 0027.  0027 0032  Modern 

0007 0035 2 Ditch Fill Clean, even yellow-grey sand fill of ditch 0035 Yes 0035  0032?  

0008 0036 2 Ditch Fill Coarse yellow-brown sand fill of ditch 0036  0036  0032?  

0009 0037 2 Ditch Fill Clean even grey-brown sand fill of ditch 0037  0037  0032? Modern 

0010 0038 3 Ditch Fill 
Grey-brown sand fill of ditch, of which only the northern side was 
seen due to disturbance by cables etc.  0038    

0011 0039 3 Gully Fill 
Fill of gully, coarse pale sand at the top and getting gradually darker 
towards the base. Yes 

0039, 
0012    

0012 0040 3 Ditch Fill Silty grey-brown sand fill of ditch 0040. Yes 0040 0011   

0013 0013 4 Pit Fill Basal fill of pit 0041. Yellow-brown sand with iron panning  0041 0042   

0014 0044 5 Ditch Fill 
Iron pan bands of grey sand, fill of ditch 0044. Some animal 
disturbance, possibly cut by ditch 0045.  0044 0015?  AD 

0015 0045 5 Ditch Fill 
Even grey-brown sand with coarse patches. Fill of ditch 0045.  
Possibly over 0014.  

0014? 
0045    

0016 0046 5 Ditch Fill Basal fill of ditch 0046. Dense grey sand with bands of iron panning.  0046 0047   

0017 0048 6 Ditch Fill Pale grey sand fill of ditch 0048, coarser at the top.  0048    

0018 0049 6 Ditch Fill   0049    



 

Context 
Number 

Feature 
Number Tr. 

Feature 
Type 

Cate 
gory Description Finds Over Under Cuts Cut by 

0019 0050 6 Ditch Fill Grey sand with some bands of iron pan.  0050    

0020 0022 6 Ditch Cut Coarse grey sand fill of ditch 0022, east of 0021  0022    

0021 0022 6 Ditch Fill Pale slightly coarse grey sand fill of ditch 0022.  0022    

0022 0022 6 Ditch Cut 
E=W aligned ditch filled with grey sand 0021 and 0020. Very 
shallow, so intermittent, picked up again eastwards filled with 0020.   

0020, 
0021   

0023 0023 1 Ditch Cut 
SE-NW aligned ditch, cuts 0024 and filled with 0002, 0028, 0029 
and 0030.   0002 

0024, 
0032  

0024 0024 1 Ditch Cut 

NW-SE aligned ditch, cut by 0023. Steep sided flat-based profile. 
Two main fills, 0003 and 0031, and with a grey sand soil layer 0032 
slumped into the top.   0003  0023  

0025 0025 1 Ditch Cut 
NW-SE aligned narrow gully filled with grey sand. Relationship with 
0026 not determined.   

0004, 
0032   

0026 0026 1 Ditch Cut 
NE-SE aligned ditch adjacent to 0025, but no relationship visible. 
Filled with 0005.  Only seen at c. 0.6m below ground surface.   

0005, 
0032   

0027 0027 1 Ditch Cut 
NW-SE aligned ditch, cut by modern on its south side. Filled with 
grey sand 0006   0006  Modern 

0028 0023 1 Ditch Fill Band of slightly darker even grey sand over 0002 and under 0029.  0002 0029   

0029 0023 1 Ditch Fill Grey sand fill over 0028 and within 0033  0028 0034   

0030 0023 1 Ditch Cut Upper fill of ditch 0023. Grey sand  0034    

0031 0024 1 Ditch Fill Central fill of ditch 0024, paler.   0032   

0032 0052   Layer 

Coarse yellow-brown sand filling the top of 0024, and overlying 
0025-7. Probably the same as subsoil seen in trenches 2 and 4 and 
given the overall no. 0052.  0031 0033  0023 

0033 0023 1 Ditch Cut Pale sand outside fill 0029.  
0028, 
0032 

0029, 
0034   

0034 0023  Ditch Fill Slightly darker sand fill, under 0030.  0029 0030   

0035 0035 2 Ditch Cut 

NW-SE aligned ditch, possibly either 0026 or 0027 from Trench 1, 
but can't to be certain. It looks like there is another to its north, but of 
which only the very edge was within the trench. Filled with 0007   0007   



 

Context 
Number 

Feature 
Number Tr. 

Feature 
Type 

Cate 
gory Description Finds Over Under Cuts Cut by 

0036 0036 2 Ditch Cut 
Butt end of NW-SE aligned ditch within Trench 2.  Shallow, filled 
with 0008.   0008   

0037 0037 2 Ditch Cut NW-SE aligned ditch in Trench 2. Filled with 0009.   0009   

0038 0038 3 Ditch Cut 
Northern edge of NW-SE aligned ditch cut by modern disturbance. 
No section dug. Filled with 0010.   0010   

0038 0038 3 Ditch Cut 
Northern edge of NW-SE aligned ditch cut by modern disturbance. 
No section dug. Filled with 0010.     Modern 

0039 0039 3 Gully Cut Narrow rounded profiled gully E-W aligned cutting ditch 0040.   0011 0040  

0040 0040 3 Ditch Cut 

NE-SW aligned ditch running along most of the length of the trench, 
cut by gully 0039. Shallow rounded profile.  Not seen in T2, but 
perhaps not noticed?   0012  0039 

0041 0041 4 Pit Cut 
Circular pit cut by a lot of modern disturbance.  The only feature 
seen in Trench 4.   0013   

0042 0041 4 Pit Fill Central fill of pit 0041. Band of pale sand.  0013 0043   

0043 0041 4 Pit Fill Upper fill of Pit 0041. Even pale yellow-grey sand.  0042 0052?   

0044 0044 5 Ditch Cut 

Roughly E-W aligned ditch in T5. Doesn't appear in T4, although 
does line up with apparent pit 0041, and not dissimilar soil profile so 
perhaps 0041 not a ditch.  Cut by 0045   0014  0045 

0045 0045 5 Ditch Cut 
Roughly E-W aligned ditch in T5. Shallow profile with flattish base. 
Looks to cut ditch 0044   0015 0044  

0046 0046 5 Ditch Cut Steep profiled E-W aligned ditch.   0016   

0047 0046 5 Ditch Fill Upper fill of ditch 0046. Coarse grey-brown sand.  0016    

0048 0048 6 Ditch Cut 

NW-SE aligned ditch, triangular profile.  West end can't be defined it 
goes into a lot of feature fill, possible a double ended ditch on a 
similar alignment.  Looks to be part of a series of ditches.   0017   

0049 0049 6 Ditch Cut 

NW-SE aligned ditch with steep, flat-based profile. Single fill.  
Possible corners, but 0050 has a different profile. Relationship with 
0050 not clear.   0018   



 

Context 
Number 

Feature 
Number Tr. 

Feature 
Type 

Cate 
gory Description Finds Over Under Cuts Cut by 

0050 0050 6 Ditch Cut 
NE-SW aligned ditch at right angles to 0049. Relationship unclear.  
Cut by modern. Has shallow triangular profile. .   0019   

0051  6 Ditch? Fill 
Area of grey-brown sand between 0048 and 0049 - possibly all fill of 
0049, but not relationship between 0048 and 0049 could be seen.      

0052 0052 
1,2, 
4  Layer 

Subsoil layer of yellow-brown sand, over most features in Trenches 
1,2 and 4.  Same as 0032  

0004, 
0005, 
0006, 
0031,   

0023, 
0007?, 
0008?, 
0009? 

 



 

 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suffolk Archaeology CIC  
Unit 5 | Plot 11 | Maitland Road | Lion Barn Industrial Estate  
Needham Market | Suffolk | IP6 8NZ  
 
 
Rhodri.Gardner@suffolkarchaeology.co.uk 
01449 900120  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    

    

 

 

 

 
 

www.suffolkarchaeology.co.uk 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/SuffolkArchCIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.archaeologists.net
http://www.facebook.com/SuffolkArchCIC
http://www.twitter.com/suffolkarchcic
http://www.suffolkarchaeology.co.uk
http://www.famearchaeology.co.uk

	HER Information
	Disclaimer

	Contents
	List of Figures
	List of Tables
	List of Appendices

	1. Introduction
	2. Geology and topography
	3. Archaeological and historical background
	4. Methodology
	5. Results
	5.1 Introduction
	5.2 Trench results
	Trench 1
	Trench 2
	Trench 3
	Trench 4
	Trench 5
	Trench 6
	Trench 7.


	6. Finds and environmental evidence
	7. Discussion
	8. Conclusions and recommendations for further work
	9. Archive deposition
	10. Acknowledgements
	11. Bibliography
	Appendix 1. Trench List
	Appendix 2. Context List
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




