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Summary 
Hobson’s Conduit and Brook is a water infrastructure system, originating in the early 

17th century, which brings and distributes freshwater to the centre of the city of 

Cambridge. This heritage desk-based assessment has, through an examination of the 

Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record and National Heritage List for England, a 

cartographic study, reference to recent documentary research and a site inspection, 

attempted to assess the significance and quality of preservation of Hobson’s Conduit as 

a heritage asset for the purpose of guiding future management plans.   

 

In summary Hobson’s Conduit, considered both as a series of individual elements and 

as a combined whole, is a recognised historic asset of local, regional and national 

importance, being a well-preserved and early example in the UK of an artificial 

watercourse supplying an urban centre. 

 

The open watercourse, although non-designated, is a highly significant feature within 

the landscape of southern Cambridge, forming a constant historic element within an 

area that has changed from open pasture and arable fields to 19th-21st century sub-

urban sprawl. The level of survival of the route of the open watercourse is extremely 

good although at any particular point the actual shape and profile of the watercourse is 

unlikely to be wholly original. A range of associated structures, dating from the early 

16th to mid-19th centuries, are all designated historic assets and are of national 

importance, both singly and considered as a group. 

 

In principle the significance of Hobson’s Conduit as a heritage asset of local, regional 

and national importance should be a material consideration in future plans regarding its 

management and maintenance. It is recommended that the local planning authorities 

and their archaeological/heritage advisors Cambridge County Council Historic 

Environment Team and, where designated assets are concerned, Historic England, 

should be consulted at an early stage during preparation of any future proposals for 

works to the Conduit, with a view to establishing the suitability of such proposals and to 

minimise the harm or loss to the heritage asset in line with local and national planning 

policy guidance. 
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1. Introduction 
 
1.1. Project background 
This heritage desk-based assessment (DBA) of Hobson’s Conduit, Great Shelford and 

Cambridge, Cambridgeshire has been prepared by Suffolk Archaeology CIC (SACIC) at 

the request of Cambridge City Council.  

 

Hobson’s Conduit and Brook is a water infrastructure system, originating in the early 

17th century, which brings and distributes freshwater to the centre of the city of 

Cambridge. From its source at Nine Wells, Great Shelford (TL 461 541) the system 

takes water via an open watercourse some 3.6km north to the Conduit Head (Plate 1, 

TL 4515 5764), at the corner of Trumpington Road and Lensfield Road on the southern 

edge of the historic city centre. From here it is, or was, distributed by various means 

(pipes, open spillways etc) to a range of locations, such as ponds and swimming-pools 

in the grounds of Emmanuel and Christ's Colleges, a fountain at Market Hill and a pond 

in the Botanic Gardens. 

 

  
1.2. Scope and aims of this report 
The aim of the DBA is to determine, as far as reasonably practicable, the significance of 

the Conduit as a whole as a heritage asset, for the purpose of guiding future 

management plans.   

 

The DBA will establish a catalogue of known heritage assets relating to the Conduit, 

and assess the potential for, or possibly identify, further unrecorded or unknown assets 

that may exist. The DBA will also attempt to assess the level of preservation of the 

Conduit and its infrastructure, and the likely impact of past land use and development 

along its route.  The DBA will finally assess the significance of both individual 

infrastructure elements of the Conduit, and of the system as a whole, with reference to 

local, regional and national policies and law regarding the historic environment.  

 

It should be noted that this DBA is not intended to be a detailed examination of the 

complex history, development and infrastructure of the Conduit, or of the extensive 

documentary records relating to it, although reference has been made to an associated 
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piece of recent documentary research commissioned by the client (Breen 2016). The 

Conduit can also be broadly split into two distinct sections; open watercourse to the 

south of the Conduit Head and subterranean urban infrastructure to the north and as a 

result the DBA is largely weighted to a study of the simpler and accessible southern 

element.  Further study of the subterranean and architectural elements of the Conduit in 

the city centre, will require a more specialist physical and technical survey, including 

examination of any architectural/engineering records held by the City Council and other 

bodies. 

 

 
Plate 1. The Conduit Head at Trumpington/Lensfield Road 
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1.3. Methods 
The following methods of data collection have been used to meet the aims of the DBA.  

 
• A search of the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER) and the 

National Heritage List for England (NHLE), for any records of heritage assets within 

a defined Study Area. The Study Area extends 250m from  the known course of 

Hobson’s Conduit from its southern point at Nine Wells to the Conduit Head at 

Trumpington Road, and then encompasses an area covering the known elements of 

the Conduit within Cambridge town centre (as suggested by Ruth Beckley of the 

CHER). The Study Area was also extended to the south-west by the CHER to 

include the southern limit of Hobson’s Brook, to the south-west of Nine Wells. 

Heritage assets collated by the search include: 

o Scheduled Monuments 

o Listed Buildings 

o Archaeological Monuments and Events 

o Registered Parks and Gardens 

o Conservation Areas (via relevant websites) 

 
• Reference to the ‘Hobson’s Conduit Trust Survey 1886’ a copy of which was supplied 

by the client, and the recent unpublished report produced for the client through 

SACIC by independent researcher Anthony M Breen (2016). This extensive piece of 

research, which focuses on the ownership, rights and responsibilities of the parties 

involved with the management and maintenance of the Brook and Conduit has 

examined records held by Cambridge City Council, the Cambridgeshire Archives 

and Cambridge University Library.  

 
• A collated report of 19th and 20th century 1:10,000 and 1:10,560 Ordnance Survey 

mapping covering the Study Area has been obtained. A visit was also made to the 

Cambridgeshire Archives at Shire Hall, Cambridge to search for and obtain copies of 

further historic mapping. 

 
• A walkover survey of publically accessible parts of the Conduit, from Nine Wells to 

the Conduit Head, was conducted on the 22/11/2016, accompanied in part by Alan 

Wingfield of Cambridge City Council. The survey was intended to broadly assess the 

surviving extent and preservation of the Conduit and the presence/absence of 

associated features and infrastructure. 
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 1. Location map 
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2. Historical summary of Hobson’s Conduit 
 

The following brief summary of the history of Hobson’s Conduit is derived from information 

contained in the CHER search data, the recent documentary study by Breen (2016) and the 

text of the ‘Hobson’s Conduit Trust Survey 1886’. An abbreviated version of Breen’s 

timeline of the Conduit, which summarises the history of the Conduit and 

changes/additions to its infrastructure from the 17th to 20th century, is shown overleaf. 

 
 

2.1. Development 
‘A scheme for supplying water to Cambridge from the Nine Wells in Great Shelford in order 

to scour and clean the King’s Ditch was originally proposed as a response to an outbreak of 

plague in the Town in 1574. The King’s Ditch had been cut in 1265 under the orders of 

Henry II. The scheme was left in abeyance until it was revived in about 1606 with the 

additional purpose of supplying water to the town’ (Breen 2016).  

 

The CHER states that the Conduit was built by 1610 as a joint venture between the city 

and the University, with substantial funding from Thomas Hobson, to reduce the 

incidence of plague and other diseases by flushing out the King's Ditch, which had 

become an open sewer, and to provide drinking water to the populace. The Conduit 

took water from Nine Wells, using at first the part natural/part artificial route of Hobson’s 

Brook/Vicars Brook, and then an artificial channel, known as the New River from the 

point where it splits from Vicar's Brook at TL 4549 5598. The artificial open channel took 

water to the Conduit Head at Trumpington Road/Lensfield Road. Water was then let into 

the King's Ditch at the junction of Trumpington Street and Pembroke Street.  

 

In 1614 the system was extended, with the construction of a piped supply to a fountain 

on Market Hill. In 1631 another extension was constructed to supply water to ponds and 

baths at Emmanuel College and Christ's College, and to St. Andrew's Street where 

water was allowed to run down St. Andrew's Street to the King's Ditch. In addition to his 

original funding of the scheme Thomas Hobson left property endowments for the 

upkeep of the Conduit in his will (1831, as did Edward Potto (1632).  

 

By the late 19th century the Hobson’s Conduit Trust Report defines four distinct courses 

extending from the Conduit Head across the then town centre (see section 5.4 below), 



6 

in a mix of pipes, brick culverts and short open stretches. It also shows ponds in the 

gardens of Brookland House and the Botanic Gardens to the south of the town centre 

as being supplied by the Conduit, the latter being opened in 1846. 

 

The CHER mentions that after 1794 the original open runnel on Trumpington Street was 

replaced by roadside runnels (which are still extant today). The Market Hill fountain was 

removed in 1856 to its present location at the Conduit Head, and was replaced by a 

smaller fountain, which was fed by a pumped supply until 1971. 

 

 

 

2.2. Maintenance 
Breen’s report also identifies numerous references to repairs and maintenance of the 

Conduit and clearance of the watercourse during its lifespan.  

 

The 1886 survey report measures the watercourse from Nine Wells to the Conduit Head 

House at two miles, four furlongs and 200 yards, with a total fall of 7 feet 9 inches, and 

the author makes several references to the state of the open watercourse. From Nine 

Wells to Mill Road (now Long Road) the author states that he found ‘the banks in as 

good state of repair now as in 1856, the lands right to left of same being arable, 

accounts for this…’. At Mill Road he found ‘encroachment and trodden down sides of 

the watercourse’ albeit ‘partly remedied by… ramming up the sides’. From Mill Road to 

‘Iron Gate’ (see point 12 in the walkover survey summary below) the watercourse 

continued through fields with arable land to the east and new pasture to the west. Here 

the banks were noted as ‘exceedingly good and partly protected by good hedges’ 

although he goes on to state that the change to pasture and increasing number of cattle 

going ‘to the watercourse will not be long in shelving in the bank and so dam up the 

water’, noting one point on the west bank to the north of Mill Road which was ‘already 

bad and shelving in the middle’. From Iron Gate to the ‘new carriage bridge ‘of Bateman 

Street the report states that the watercourse and bank is ‘well protected by live hedge’ 

on the east side or by ‘stout iron post and rail fence’ to the west. 
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2.3. Abbreviated version of Breens timeline of Hobson’s Conduit 
 
1265 The King’s Ditch is cut around the town of Cambridge on the instruction of Henry II. 
1574 As a result of an outbreak of plague in Cambridge, Dr Andrew Perne, vice-chancellor of 

the University proposes a scheme for bringing water from the stream which comes from 
Shelford to Trumpington Ford into the town to cleanse the King’s Ditch. 

1606 Dr Perne’s scheme is again taken up through the efforts of Dr James Montague, master of 
Sidney Sussex who makes a significant contribution to the costs of the work.  

1614 The conduit head on the Market Hill is completed. The Cambridge carrier, Thomas Hobson 
is credited with significantly contributing towards the costs of its construction.  

1629 Order from the Commissioners of Sewer to scour ‘The New River from the Nine Wells to 
Spittle-house-end’. 

1631 New water course is cut to convey water to Emmanuel and Christ’s Colleges. 
1631 Thomas Hobson, ‘the celebrated carrier’, bequeaths lands in Cambridge in trust ‘to bestow 

the yearly profits ... towards the maintenance’ of the ‘conduit for ever’. 
1632 Edward Potto, bequeaths two tenements in St Edward’s parish, Cambridge. 
1746 The (Hobson’s Conduit) Trust is again forced to raise a mortgage on its property (to pay 

for repairs). 'Whereas the said Conduit is now very much out of repair…’. 
1802 Cambridge Improvement Commissioners carried out repairs to the conduit stream. 
1805 Cambridge Improvement Commissioners clear the water course in Great Shelford. 
1805 Joseph Merrill bequeaths to the Trust £400 ‘in maintaining the conduit and pipes …: and 

further the sum of £300 for the purpose of fencing, or railing, and keeping in repair the 
banks of the watercourse supplying the conduit ...’. 

1813  The Trustees pay for ‘cleaning the watercourse from Trumpington Inclosures to Spring 
leads or Nine Wells’. 

1846 New Botanic Garden opened. Water is supplied from the conduit stream to feed a pond 
within the garden. 

1856 The old Conduit moved from the Market Hill.  
1861 Monument erected at Nine Wells is paid for through a public subscription. 
1864 A brick tunnel is built over the watercourse belonging to Christ’s and Emmanuel Colleges 

in Lensfield Road, from the junction with Panton Street to Hyde Park Corner. 
1869 The Perse Trustees contribute £60 to a fence ‘from the Old Conduit Trumpington Road up 

to the first bridge across the brook’.  
1884 A road bridge is erected at Bateman Road. 
1897 Further repairs to the conduit and pipes in Lensfield Road. New manholes paid for by 

Emmanuel College. 
1899 Addenbrooke’s Hospital constructs a new laundry. The water used in the laundry supplied 

from the conduit. 
1912 Old brick barrel culvert in Trumpington Street repaired.  
1950 Hobson’s Conduit is listed as a ‘building of special architectural or historic interest under 

Section 30 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1947’. 
1967 The Conduit Head is restored. 
1971 The supply to the fountain on Market Hill cut. 
1996 CCTV used to investigate the conduit system and various manholes are re-discovered. 
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3. Known heritage assets relating to Hobson’s Conduit 
 
3.1. Introduction 
A search for designated heritage assets, such as Scheduled Monuments, Registered 

Parks or Gardens, Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings has been made of the NHLE 

website. A search of the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record (CHER) was 

commissioned and supplied by Ruth Beckley.  

 

There is naturally a great deal of overlap between the two sources and, due to the historic 

urban nature of the northern part of the search area, the searches have identified a 

substantial set of information. The HER search, a 707 page report, has identified two 

Scheduled Monuments, nine Registered Parks or Gardens, 511 monuments or 

archaeological sites, 216 archaeological events and 426 Listed Buildings. The vast 

majority of these results are not relevant to study of the Conduit, and are not discussed 

further although the full report can be supplied on request.  

 

Table 1 and Figures 2 and 3 show all entries that relate directly or indirectly to the Conduit, 

and the relevant HER entries are provided in Appendix 1. Several entries are included in 

multiple datasets, i.e. the former Market Hill fountain now located at the Conduit Head is 

a Scheduled Monument, Listed Building and CHER monument. One entry, the runnels 

on Trumpington Street, is derived solely from the NHLE this feature not being treated 

separately from the remainder of the Conduit by the CHER. 

 

It should be noted that the HER only represents the archaeological material or heritage 

assets that have been recorded, this is the ‘known’ resource. It is not, therefore, a 

complete reflection of the archaeological or historic resource of the search area 

because other sites or assets may remain unrecorded or undiscovered; this is 

considered as the ‘potential’ resource. 
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Site Name Grid Reference CHER Monument Number National Heritage List for England Number 
Monument Event Scheduled 

Monument 
Listed Building 
(Reference / Grade) 

Registered Park and Garden 
(Reference / Grade) MONUID Reference 

The King's Ditch, St Andrew's Street TL 4508 5845 MCB2457 1921     

Sandy to Cambridge railway TL 2871 5345 MCB4142 3344     

Hobson's Conduit well head TL 4515 5763 MCB5475 & DCB7025 4529  1006912 1067788 / II*  

Hobson's Conduit/Hobson's Brook TL 4538 5539 MCB16550 04529a     

Hobson's Conduit bridges (at Brooklands Lodge) TL 4530 5700 MCB16551 & DCB7226 04529b   1126039 / II  

Hobson's Conduit bridges (entrance to Botanic Garden) TL 4524 5713 MCB16551 & DCB7262 04529b   1126075 / II  

Hobson's Conduit bridges (midway along Brookside) TL 4516 5742 MCB16551 & DCB7261 04529b   1126074 / II  

Hobson's Conduit bridges (Opposite Pemberton  Terrace) TL 4516 5752 MCB16551 & DCB7024 04529b   1067752 / II  

Emmanuel College: Bath and pond TL 4530 5838 MCB5614 & DCB7179 04647c   1125524 / II  

Emmanuel College gardens TL 4530 5831 MCB5615 04647d    1000619 / II* 

Bathing pool, Fellow's Garden, Christ's College TL 4523 5865 MCB5780 & DCB7192 04782d   1125548 / II  

Christ's College gardens TL 451 586 MCB5781 04782e    1000616 / II 

The King's Ditch (Trumpington/Pembroke Street) TL 4484 5807 MCB6049 4999     

The King's Ditch TL 4472 5806 MCB6049 4999     

The King's Ditch TL 4506 5819 MCB6049 4999     

The King's Ditch TL 4506 5829 MCB6049 4999 ECB597    

The King's Ditch TL 4508 5847 MCB6049 4999     

The King's Ditch TL 4508 5848 MCB6049 4999     

The King's Ditch TL 4505 5855 MCB6049 4999     

The King's Ditch TL 4500 5871 MCB6049 4999     

Botanic Garden, Cambridge TL 455 571 MCB12732 10834    1000612 / II* 

Gardens of Brooklands TL 4549 5680 MCB15350 CB15350     

Nine Wells Monument TL 4610 5409 DCB6074    1127825 / II  

Fountain in the centre of Market Hill TL 4490 5846 DCB7076    1101735 / II  

Hobson’s Conduit (Trumpington Street runnels) TL 4509 5773 -    1408939 / II  

Railings round Hobson’s Conduit TL 4516 5762 DCB7259    1126072 / II  

Railings Along the West Side of Hobson's Brook Stretching 
from Hobson's Conduit to Brooklands Avenue 

TL 4516 5754 DCB7260    1126073 / II  

Table 1. Selected known heritage assets within the Study Area
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 2. Known heritage assets relating to Hobson’s Conduit (south) 
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 3. Known heritage assets relating to Hobson’s Conduit (north) 
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3.2. Scheduled Monuments 
There are only two Scheduled Monuments within the Study Area, of which one relates 

directly to the Conduit. The Hobson’s Conduit well head, at the junction of Trumpington 

Road and Lensfield Road, was originally constructed in Market Hill in 1614, before being 

relocated in 1856 to its present location at the end of the open artificial watercourse. The 

HER notes that is a ‘hexagonal stone building of Renaissance style, scallop-headed niche 

on each face; plinth, double entablature, cartouches, strap work, putti, etc. and Royal 

Arms on Cornice. Ogee shaped cupola with thymus finial.’ 
 
 

The other Scheduled Monument is an area of cropmarks and associated fieldwalking 

finds to the west of White Hill Farm and Nine Wells, Great Shelford, which are thought to 

indicate the location of an Iron Age and Roman settlement site. The Cambridge HER 

notes that it is doubtful whether it merits scheduling. 

 

 

3.3. Listed Buildings 
A series of structures relating to the Conduit are of Listed Building status. The fountain 

structure now at the Conduit Head is registered as Grade II*, which denotes ‘particularly 

important buildings of more than special interest’ and as a category comprises just 5.5% 

of listed buildings on the NHLE. The remaining eleven structures are all Grade II listed, 

a category which is defined as being of ‘special interest’ and comprises 92% of the full 

NHLE list. They include: 

• The Nine Wells Monument, a granite obelisk erected in 1861 and dedicated to 

the benefactors of the Conduit, including Thomas Hobson. Located in the area of 

woodland around the springs that form the source of the Conduit. 

• The Trumpington Street runnels which were created between 1794 and 1815, 

and extended southwards to their present extent by 1832. These are formed of 

shaped blocks laid crossways, and narrow long kerbstones set above at the 

sides to contain the water flow.  

• A series of four cast-iron footbridges, dated 1850 or 1851, which cross the 

Conduit between Brooklands Avenue and Lensfield Road, plus two entries of 

associated cast-iron railings on the western side of the Conduit, and around the 

Conduit Head. 
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• The 19th century fountain now occupying the original site of the Conduit Head at 

Market Hill. 

• The Bath and pond at Emmanuel College. 

• The bathing pool at Christ’s College.  

 

 

3.4. Cambridgeshire HER records 
There are twenty-seven records relating to the Conduit identified in the Study Area, of 

which twelve correspond to the listed buildings discussed above (the CHER does not 

include the Trumpington Street runnels as a separate entry although they are mapped as 

part of MCB16550). The Conduit itself is listed in the CHER in its near entirety, with its 

mapped extent including the routes of three out of four known courses extending from the 

Conduit Head (see section 5.4 below) and the course of the channel south to the point 

where it diverges from Hobson’s Brook, just south of the modern Addenbrookes Road. 

From here the CHER maps the remainder of the presumed to be natural Hobson’s Brook, 

rather than the artificial channel which heads east to Nine Wells. 

 

A further nine entries relate to the former course of the Kings Ditch. Two entries concern 

the wider gardens of Emmanuel College and Christ’s College, in which the listed baths 

and ponds are set and a third concerns the Botanic Gardens which were fed by water 

from the Conduit from 1846. The ornamental 19th century gardens of Brooklands House 

are also noted as containing a pond fed by Hobson’s Conduit. 

 

Finally, although not directly related to the Conduit, the route of the 19th century Sandy 

to Cambridge railway is also thought to be of relevance to this study, as it crossed the 

pre-existing course of the Conduit midway between Long Road and Addenbrookes Road. 

 

 

3.5. Registered Parks and Gardens 
Three of the sites previously mentioned as being supplied by Hobson’s Conduit, the 

grounds/gardens of Emmanuel College and Christ’s college, and the Botanic gardens, 

are all included on the NHLE as Registered Parks and Gardens. 
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3.6. Conservation Areas 
Several Conservation Areas lie all or partially within the Study Area and the northern 

part of the conduit lies within two of these (https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/conservation-

areas). 

• Barrow Road. Low density suburban inter war 20th century housing extending 

west from Vicars Brook.  

• Brooklands Avenue. Residential areas that developed from the 1850’s in area 

of former farmland. Extends east from Vicars Brook and encompasses a c.500m 

of the Conduit from TL 455 565 to TL 453 570. 

• Central. Covers the historic core of the city, and the entirety of the Conduit to the 

north of Brooklands Avenue. 

• Southacre. Houses and gardens along Chaucer Road and Latham Road. 

Extends west from Trumpington Road and south of Vicars Brook. 

 
 

  

https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/conservation-areas
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/conservation-areas
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4. Survey of the Conduit 
 
4.1. Introduction 
A site visit was made on 22/11/2016, accompanied in part by Alan Wingfield of 

Cambridge City Council, to examine the current physical state of the Conduit and its 

surroundings, with a view to assessing in brief its current form and state of survival/ 

preservation, and to possibly identify any features of note not previously recorded by the 

CHER or NHLE.  

 

The following text briefly describes the course of Hobson’s Conduit from its source at 

Nine Wells to the Conduit Head on Trumpington Street/Lensfield Road, with numbering 

referring to Figures 4 and 5. Photographs taken during the survey are included in 

Appendix 2. 

 

 

4.2. Survey summary 
Nine Wells (1) is an area of mature woodland, set within arable farmland, and contains 

a series of natural springs (now c.4 or 5 in number), which feed a series of channels 

that merge to form one single watercourse at the point where it leaves the north-west 

corner of the wood. The channels and their individual terminuses now range from 1-2m 

deep, although the depth of water at the time of observation was only up to 0.3m, and 

were largely clear of vegetation/obstruction. It appears that the depth and course of 

each spring and channel is probably due to a mix of natural processes and general 

maintenance/clearance. The Nine Wells Monument lies in the south-west corner of the 

wood. 

 

A c.350m length of ditched channel then heads north-west towards the city, being 

crossed midway by the Great Eastern Railway Cambridge Line (2). Here the railway 

crosses on a brick and concrete built bridge, with the channel banks briefly being lined 

in brick but access and observation was difficult due to vegetation.  The channel then 

corners and heads south-west for c.260m, along the parish boundary between 

Trumpington and Great Shelford, to the point where it connects with Hobson’s Brook 

(3).  Throughout these two sections the Conduit is clearly an artificial and maintained 
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watercourse through the arable farmland, being a steep sided ditch of 

straight alignments, with managed vegetation along much of its length. 

The Conduit then heads north, again in a similarly linear, artificial ditched channel, and 

is immediately crossed by the modern Addenbrookes Road (4). Between Addenbrookes 

Road and the crossing of the guided busway (5) there was no direct access to the 

Conduit, due to the presence of modern development along its western bank. However 

it could be seen that the channel was again artificial with managed vegetation and was 

bordered to the east by the recent and ongoing development of parkland. 

The guided busway, which follows the course of the former Cambridge to Sandy railway 

line, crosses the Conduit on a modern bridge. Immediately to the south an overgrown 

former crossing over a brick arch (6), possibly for pedestrians, survives. The north side 

of the crossing is bordered by a fence railing consisting of four uprights, apparently 

made from sections of cast-iron rail track, and connecting lengths of iron poles, which 

probably dates from the late 19th century through to the interwar period. To the north of 

the modern busway bridge is another brick arch crossing (7), probably marking the 

original route of an east-west aligned trackway that heads toward Trumpington. This 

route has now been diverted to a modern bridge a few meters to the north.  

Observation of this area was limited due to restricted access caused by the modern 

development to the west. For the next c.640m, as far as Long Road (8), there was no 

public access to the Conduit although it appears to continue as a linear channel 

bounded by a tree belt to the west and open field to the east. 

Long Road crosses Hobson’s Conduit on a modern road bridge. To the north of the 

bridge the profile of the Conduit changes, from its deep ditch appearance to a broader 

and shallower profile, c.4-5m wide with short steep banks and, at the time of survey, up 

to 0.3m of water over a wide level bed. The next 330m length of the Conduit is then 

treelined and bordered by housing to the west and a grassed field to the east. 

The Conduit is then crossed by another trackway, extending east from Porson Road, via 

a brick arched bridge constructed of yellow brick with at least two partially visible 

lengths of embedded iron or steel, possibly reused railtrack (9). Immediately to the 

north, in the western bank, is a concrete encased manhole cover and a separate block 
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of concrete apparently encasing a submerged piped outflow which is presumed to feed 

into the start of Vicars Brook (hidden behind the garden fence of the private property to 

the west). 

 

The next 1km of the Conduit, and the Right of Way footpath on its western side, lies 

within a wooded belt bordered by allotments and then Vicars Brook to the west and 

19th/20th century development to the east. The watercourse continues to have a fairly 

consistent artificial broad and shallow profile along this section and, apart from 

occasional damage or erosion to the banks by trees, has apparently seen very little 

change since its inception. A modern bridge (10) crosses the Conduit at the end of 

Bentley Road  and a dogleg in its course (11) coincides with a small weir and footbridge 

on the west bank which diverts a substantial portion of the waterflow into a stream that 

heads west to connect with Vicars Brook.  

 

Another drain (12) feeds water away to Vicars Brook and to the north of this point the 

Conduit begins to follow a less linear course, meandering gently with one more distinct 

dogleg (13). Shortly before this dogleg the footpath is bordered on its western side by a 

low cast-iron black railing up to the Brooklands Avenue road bridge (14). The northern 

part of this section also starts to see some intermittent modern timber post revetting of 

the banks, primarily on the western side. 

 

North of the modern road bridge the Conduit enters, and then forms the western boundary 

of, the University Botanic Gardens. Fully lined at first with timber posts and railway 

sleepers, and later predominantly by brickwork, the Conduit is for a stretch set above the 

level of the adjacent Trumpington Road. This fully artificial channel then continues 

through to the Conduit Head (16), crossed by the one modern road bridge for Bateman 

Street (15) and the four listed cast-iron pedestrian bridges, and is bounded on the western 

side by the listed cast-iron railings. North of the Conduit Head a brief visit was made to 

Trumpington Street to observe the listed roadside runnels (17). 
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 4. Site survey (south) 
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Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Licence Number: 100019980 

Figure 5. Site survey (north) 
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5. Historic Mapping 

 
5.1. Introduction 
The following map regression exercise examining the course of Hobson’s Conduit has 

used the following resources: 

• Baggs, T. and Bryan, P. (Eds), 2012 (revised), Cambridge 1574-1904. A Portfolio 

of Twelve Maps Illustrating the Changing Plan of Cambridge from the Sixteenth to 

the Twentieth Century. Cambridgeshire Records Society. 

o 1574. Map of Cambridge by Richard Lyne. 

o 1575. Map of Cambridge by George Braun. 

o 1588. Map of Cambridge by Wiliam Smith. 

o 1592. Map of Cambridge by John Hamond. 

o 1610. Map of Cambridge by John Speed. 

o 1688. Map of Cambridge by David Loggan. 

o 1763. Map of Cambridge by anonymous. 

o 1798. Map of Cambridge by William Custance. 

o 1840. Map of Cambridge by J Dewhurst and W Nichols. 

 

• Maps held at the Cambridgeshire Archives at Shire Hall, Cambridge. 

o 1804 Inclosure map. Trumpington. Ref. R60/24/2/70(a). 

o 1835 Inclosure map. Great Shelford. Ref. Q/RDc50.  

 

• A survey from 1886 included within ‘Hobson’s Conduit Trust Report 1886’, a copy 

of which has been supplied by the client. 

 

• Collated Ordnance Survey mapping at scales of 1:10,000 and 1:10,560, dating 

from 1886 to 2014 (Appendix 3). 

 

The following discussion uses the numbers allocated in the above site survey. 
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5.2. Early maps of the town centre 
The earliest maps concentrate on the city centre and predate the creation of Hobson’s 

Conduit. They are however of interest as they show the course of the Kings Ditch. 

Richard Lyne’s map of 1574 is the earliest complete map of Cambridge, being a 

pictorial depiction looking north over the city centre from a birds eye view to the south. 

The Kings Ditch is shown as extending south from its northern juncture with the River 

Cam, curving around the eastern side of the town (partly following the general line of the 

modern Hobson’s Street) and then back west along the north side of Pembroke Street 

to the junction of Pembroke Street and Trumpington Street, to where in 1610 it was to 

be connected to the Conduit. 

 

Subsequent maps, including Braun (1575), Smith (1588), Hamond (1592) and Speed 

(1610), all present a similar depiction of the ditch, albeit in a range of different 

perspectives and detail. Although the Conduit was believed to have been linked to the 

Kings Ditch by 1610 there is nothing to indicate its existence on Speeds map, 

presumably due to the level of scale and detail, and the fact that the map may have in 

part been copying earlier examples or relying on survey from the years prior to 

publication. 

 

Loggan’s map of 1688 is the first to present a depiction of the city from a vertical 

viewpoint and is regarded as being of high quality and accuracy. The course of the 

Kings Ditch is still apparent, although at points it may now be subterranean or infilled. 

On the very southern edge of the map the Conduit Head is clearly marked at the 

Trumpington Street junction with the unlabelled Lensfield Road.  

 

Two of the four subsequent routes of water distribution across the city centre, as noted 

by the CHER and the later 1886 Trust Report are then visible. First a ditch or channel is 

depicted extending from the Conduit Head along the south side of Lensfield Road, and 

then north along St Andrews Street to the grounds of Emmanuel College and Christ’s 

College. Secondly an open channel is also shown running down Trumpington Street as 

far as Pembroke Street, from where it discharged into the Kings Ditch, but also turned 

west along Mill Lane and connected to the Mill Pool. A small dot/circle at Market Hill 

presumably represents the fountain erected in 1614. 

 

A 1763 plan of Cambridge stops just north of the Conduit Head but, although being of 
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lower detail than Loggan’s map, also appears to show the single open channel along 

Trumpington Street, and that to the south of Lensfield Road. The Market Hill fountain is 

shown but only isolated sections of the Kings Ditch are still visible.  

 

Custance’s map of 1798 for the first time shows the northernmost part of the open 

Conduit channel, up to the Conduit Head and then the first few meters of it the channel 

heading east along Lensfield Road. The open channel on Trumpington Street is now 

longer depicted, in keeping with its known replacement by the listed roadside runnels 

after 1794 which were presumably too small for Custance to show. The hexagonal 

structure of the Market Hill fountain is clearly apparent and the Kings Ditch again 

appears as a continuous feature. 

 

Dewhurst’s and Nichols’ map of 1840, shows the northernmost part of the Conduit and 

is chiefly of note as it depicts the Botanic Gardens as a still open field.  

 

 

 

5.3. Inclosure maps 
Early 19th century inclosure maps for Great Shelford and Trumpington, examined at the 

Cambridge Archives, now show the course of Hobson’s Conduit outside of the city itself, 

to the south of the Conduit Head.  

 

The 1804 Inclosure map of Trumpington (Fig. 6) depicts the Conduit from the parish 

boundary a short distance to the north of Nine Wells through to a point a short way 

north of the split with Vicars Brook (9). It predominantly shows the channel as a well-

defined linear feature passing through open farmland and for the most part is clearly 

relatable to the modern layout. One notable difference from the current layout is after 

the dogleg and offshoot to Vicars Brook (11) where for a short distance the Conduit 

appears to split into two channels. The slightly later Great Shelford Inclosure map of 

1835 (Fig. 7) shows Nine Wells and the southernmost part of the channel which in 

essence resembles precisely its modern layout, sans the railway crossing. 

 

 

 

 



23 
 

 
Figure 6. Extract from 1804 Trumpington Inclosure map 
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Figure 7. Extract from 1835 Great Shelford enclosure map 



25 
 

5.4. Hobson’s Conduit Trust Report, 1886 
The report contains three plans, of which the third is a detailed view of the Conduit 

Head area and is not discussed further. The first (Figs 8-11) shows the full length of the 

watercourse, from the Conduit Head to Nine Wells, orientated east to top. It is again 

clearly evident that the present day watercourse almost exactly matches that depicted in 

1886.  

 

The plan labels the nine springs at Nine Wells and then clearly shows the rural southern 

section of the watercourse as it is today. Both railway routes (2 and 5) are shown but, 

as there is no depiction of the actual bridges, it is unclear if the brick arch and crossing 

to the south of the modern busway (6) were present. Likewise the track and arch to the 

north of the railway crossing (7) aren’t clearly shown although a gap in the lining of the 

watercourse suggests a crossing is present. The track crossing (9) just to the south of 

the Vicars Brook junction is labelled Farm Road, but no bridge is shown. An apron, 

rather than the modern weir, is marked at the outflow to Vicars Brook (11) and the split 

channel shown in 1804 has disappeared.  

 

From point 12, which is labelled by the author as Iron Gate, the plan depicts by dotted 

line a fence on the west bank which is described in the accompanying text as ‘stout iron 

post and rail’. This presumably, as far as Brookland Avenue corresponds to the low 

railing noted alongside the footpath in the site survey but not by the CHER or NHLE. 

From Brooklands Avenue to the Conduit Head this clearly refers to the listed railings. 

 

The ponds at Brooklands House and the Botanic Gardens are depicted, as is the 

Bateman Street bridge (15) and the Conduit Head. The plan does not depict the four 

mid-19th century cast-iron bridges north of Brooklands Avenue. 
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Figure 8. 1886 plan (north)  
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Figure 9. 1886 plan (north centre)  
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Figure 10. 1886 plan (south centre) 
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Figure 11. 1886 plan (south) 
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The second plan, orientated south-west to top (Figures 12 and 13), shows the water 

supply infrastructure leading into the town from the Conduit Head.  The accompanying 

text describes four ‘courses’, of which three are broadly noted and mapped by the 

CHER:  

• Course No. 1 is described as passing through glazed pipes under Lensfield Road 

and pavement whereupon it rose up to become the two open runnels on either 

side of Trumpington Street as far as Mill Lane, before entering the sewer and 

then the River Cam. 

• Course No. 2 is described as passing through a series of brick culverts (with 

three dipping holes) and open sections to supply the hospital, then onwards in a 

glazed pipe to Pembroke College and another dipping hole, and finally to the 

Frog Pond and perhaps a large infilled pond in the Old Botanic Garden. The 

report notes that this last section was cut off in 1886, with water discharging into 

the sewer at Freeschool Lane.  This route is not mapped by the CHER. 

• Course No. 3 is described as heading west along the south side of Lensfield 

Road, passing through a culvert and then glazed pipe to Hyde Park Corner 

where a tank and gate flushed the East Road sewer. From here the water 

headed north along Regent Street via pipe (with another dipping hole) and 

culverts to the two ponds at Emmanuel College. At the second pond the course 

splits with one pipe leading to the bathing pond, the other to run along Drummer 

Street to Christ’s College, via two disused dipping holes. Again the water supply 

then split with one course feeding the bathing place in the college garden and 

then discharging to the sewer while the second fed a tank in the Master’s 

Garden. 

• Course No. 4 headed north in an iron pipe to and under Tennis Court Road and 

then through the grounds of Downing College, feeding several tanks along the 

way. An additional note to the text and map states that this latter section was 

diverted around Downing College in 1896. The pipeline then continues to the 

fountain on Market Hill, with two further tanks and pump on route. At Market Hill 

the pipeline also supplied a public urinal at the Town Hall and an offshoot led to a 

private residence. 
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Figure 12. 1886 town centre plan (south) 
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Figure 13. 1886 town centre plan (north) 
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5.5. Ordnance Survey 
The late 19th and 20th century Ordnance Survey maps show the Conduit as a constant 

and almost unchanging feature in the landscape, which in many places is undergoing 

extensive and dramatic change associated with the expansion of the town and then city.  

 

The First Edition Ordnance Survey, which is contemporary with the 1886 Trust Report, 

again shows little change from that of the Inclosure maps to the Conduit itself, apart 

from the loss of the short double channel to the north of point 11 and a trackway and 

crossing, formerly depicted as a simple field boundary, midway between points 3 and 5. 

Several other 19th century features are depicted, namely the two railway lines crossing 

the southern part of the Conduit, a bridge at the Vicars Brook junction (9), the Bateman 

Street crossing (15), the small pond in the gardens of Brooklands House immediately 

adjacent to the Conduit and the Botanic Gardens with its large fish pond. The western 

end of Brooklands Avenue is shown to narrow and head north-west to the first of the 

listed cast-iron bridges.  

 

Perusal online of the 1:2500 Ordnance Survey map of 1886 (National Library of 

Scotland website) shows some additional detail. At the Cambridge-Sandy railway 

crossing a farm track is clearly shown bridging the Conduit to the south and is 

presumed to correspond to the brick arch and rail (6) observed in the site survey. 

Similarly the conduit appears to be bridged twice by the track immediately to the north 

and again relates to the observed brick arch (7). A farmtrack also bridges the Conduit 

immediately to the west of the Great Eastern Railway Cambridge Line bridge (2). Finally 

the split at Vicars Brook must be by a short length of underground pipe, as it is now, the 

two watercourses being shown as distinctly separate/ non conjoining. 

 

In later mapping the by now established layout of Hobson’s Conduit is consistently 

shown through to the present day, although the development of some associated minor 

elements can be charted. Points of note include the weir (11) first being labelled in 

1901, the realignment of Brooklands Avenue and creation of a road bridge crossing by 

1927, the reshaping of the Brooklands Gardens pond between 2002 and 2010, the 

existence of a small structure just to the south of the Vicars Brook junction (9) in 1928, 

1938 and 1960, the extension of Bentley Road to the Conduit in 1960, dismantling of 

the Cambridge to Sandy railway by 1970 and the post 2010 creation of Addenbrookes 

Road. 
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6. Legislative frameworks 
 
6.1. Introduction 
It is assumed that future management of Hobson’s Conduit and its heritage assets will 

principally consist of general maintenance, rather than works of such extent that they 

require planning permission or other consents. However local and national planning 

policies, which provide detailed guidance on how heritage assets should be considered 

and treated within the planning process, can be extrapolated to provide a basis for all 

works to the Conduit and its infrastructure.    

 

 

 
6.2. National legislation or policy 

6.2.1. NPPF 
The National Planning Policy Framework (which replaced previous planning guidance in 

March 2012) ‘sets out the Government’s planning policies for England and how these 

are expected to be applied.’ It provides guidance for planning authorities, developers 

and others on planning and the historic environment, with the aim of achieving 

sustainable development.  

 

The NPPF states that sustainable development has three broad dimensions: economic, 

social and environmental. Of these the latter is most relevant to the future management 

of Hobson’s conduit, and the NPPF states that the environmental role of the planning 

system is to contribute to ‘protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic 

environment…’ One of 12 core planning principles is described as ‘conserve heritage 

assets in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for 

their contribution to the quality of life of this and future generations…’ 

 

Section 12 of the NPPF ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic environment’ 

subsequently details national policy towards heritage assets in paragraphs 126 to 141. 

Of particular note are: 

 

126. Local planning authorities should set out in their Local Plan a positive strategy for 

the conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment, including heritage assets 



35 
 

most at risk through neglect, decay or other threats. In doing so, they should recognise 

that heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource and conserve them in a manner 

appropriate to their significance... 

 

129. Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of 

any heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development 

affecting the setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence and 

any necessary expertise. They should take this assessment into account when 

considering the impact of a proposal on a heritage asset, to avoid or minimise conflict 

between the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the proposal. 

 

132. When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a 

designated heritage asset, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation. 

The more important the asset, the greater the weight should be. Significance can be 

harmed or lost through alteration or destruction of the heritage asset or development 

within its setting. As heritage assets are irreplaceable, any harm or loss should require 

clear and convincing justification. Substantial harm to or loss of a grade II listed building, 

park or garden should be exceptional. Substantial harm to or loss of designated 

heritage assets of the highest significance, notably scheduled monuments, protected 

wreck sites, battlefields, grade I and II* listed buildings, grade I and II* registered parks 

and gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should be wholly exceptional.  

 

133. Where a proposed development will lead to substantial harm to or total loss of 

significance of a designated heritage asset, local planning authorities should refuse 

consent, unless it can be demonstrated that the substantial harm or loss is necessary to 

achieve substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or loss…’ 

 

135. The effect of an application on the significance of a non-designated heritage asset 

should be taken into account in determining the application. In weighing applications 

that affect directly or indirectly non designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement 

will be required having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of 

the heritage asset. 
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139. Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest that are demonstrably of 

equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject to the 

policies for designated heritage assets.  

 

141. Local planning authorities should make information about the significance of the 

historic environment gathered as part of plan-making or development management 

publicly accessible. They should also require developers to record and advance 

understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a 

manner proportionate to their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence 

(and any archive generated) publicly accessible. However, the ability to record evidence 

of our past should not be a factor in deciding whether such loss should be permitted. 

 

  

6.2.2. Scheduled Monuments 

The Historic England website states that ‘Scheduling is our oldest form of 

heritage protection. It began in 1913, although its roots go as far back as the 

1882 Ancient Monuments Protection Act, when a 'Schedule' (hence the term 

‘scheduling’) of almost exclusively prehistoric monuments deserving of state 

protection was first compiled.’ 

Now given statutory protection by The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas 

Act of 1979 there are nearly 20,000 Scheduled Monuments on the NHLE. These are 

sites of national importance which have been carefully selected following a range 

of criteria. There are now ‘over 200 categories of monuments on the schedule, 

and they range from prehistoric standing stones and burial mounds, through to 

the many types of medieval site - castles, monasteries, abandoned farmsteads 

and villages - to the more recent results of human activity, such as collieries.’ 

 

 

6.2.3. Listed Buildings 
Listed buildings are protected under the Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas Act of 

1990, which ensures that listed buildings are given statutory protection against 

unauthorised demolition, alteration and extension, and are considered within the 

planning system.  
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Buildings are listed because they are of special architectural and historical interest, due 

to their architectural design, decoration and craftsmanship. This includes buildings that 

illustrate important aspects of the nation's social, economic, cultural or military history or 

have a close association with nationally important persons or events. In the region of 

500,000 buildings are listed, including ‘all buildings built before 1700 which 

survive in anything like their original condition are listed, as are most of those 

built between 1700 and 1840. Particularly careful selection is required for 

buildings from the period after 1945.’ Listing does not prevent change however, 

and buildings can be altered, extended or even demolished within the framework 

of national planning policy.   

 

 

6.2.4. Registered Parks and Gardens 
A Registered Park or Garden is a site included on the 'Register of Historic Parks and 

Gardens of special historic interest in England’ which is maintained by Historic England 

and was established in 1983. It currently identifies over 1,600 sites assessed to be of 

national importance and concentrates on 'designed' landscapes such as the gardens 

and grounds of private houses or public parks, and other planned open spaces 

such as town squares or cemeteries.  

 
‘Registration is a ‘material consideration’ in the planning process, meaning that planning 

authorities must consider the impact of any proposed development on the special 

character of a registered park or garden.’. 
 

 

6.2.5. Conservation Areas 
Conservation Areas are designated for their special architectural and historic interest, 

usually by the local planning authority. Any alterations to properties, structures, trees 

etc. in a conservation area may need permission from the local planning authority.   
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6.3. Local policy and guidance 

6.3.1. Location 
The majority of Hobson’s Conduit lies within the non-metropolitan district of Cambridge 

City; to the north of the Conduit Head the Conduit is situated within Market Ward while 

to the south the majority of the open watercourse is situated within Trumpington Ward. 

The final stretch of watercourse, extending east from Hobson’s Brook at first follows the 

boundary between the districts of Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire, before 

turning south so that the last part and the site of Nine Wells lies within South 

Cambridgeshire. 

 

 

6.3.2. Cambridge City Council Local Plan 
The Cambridge Local Plan, which dates to 2006, is currently under review. It set out 

policies and proposals for future development and land use to 2016, in the context of 

national planning policy at the time. Although predating the NPPF of 2012 the Local 

Plan is considered to be largely compliant with it.   

 

The proposed submission of the Cambridge Local Plan 2014 is available on the 

Cambridge City Council website and details proposed local policy through to 2031. 

Section 7 ‘Protecting and Enhancing the Character of Cambridge’ concerns planning 

and the historic environment; of particular relevance are policies 61 (Conservation and 

enhancement of Cambridge’s historic environment) and 62 (local heritage assets). 
 

 

Policy 61. Conservation and enhancement of Cambridge’s historic environment 
‘To ensure the conservation and enhancement of Cambridge’s historic environment, 

proposals should:  

• conserve or enhance the significance of the heritage assets of the city, their 

setting and the wider townscape, including views into and out of conservation 

areas 

• retain buildings and spaces, loss of which would cause harm to the character of 

the conservation area 

• contribute to the local distinctiveness, built form and scale of heritage assets 

through the use of appropriate design, materials and workmanship 



39 
 

• demonstrate a clear understanding of the significance of the asset and of the 

wider context in which the heritage asset sits, alongside assessment of the 

potential impact of the development on the heritage asset and its context 

• provide clear justification for any works that would lead to harm or substantial 

harm to a heritage asset yet be of wider public benefit, through detailed analysis 

of the asset and the proposal. 

 

Supporting text: Cambridge’s historic and natural environment defines the character 

and setting of the city, and contributes significantly to Cambridge residents’ quality of 

life. It is important to maintain and enhance the historic and natural environment against 

the background of a successful, growing city...  

 

The conservation of a designated heritage asset is a material planning consideration… 

Before undertaking any works to a designated heritage asset, the significance of that 

asset must be clearly understood, as well as the potential impact of the development.’  

 

Policy 62. Local heritage assets 
‘There is a general presumption in favour of the retention of local heritage assets, 

including buildings, structures, features and gardens of local interest... Where 

permission is required, proposals will be permitted where they retain the significance, 

appearance, character or setting of a local heritage asset.  

 

Supporting text: Local heritage assets, including buildings, structures, features and 

gardens of local interest, are an important element of the rich history of the city and 

reinforce local distinctiveness and sense of place. The National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) requires local planning authorities to have an up-to date 

understanding of the local historic environment and its significance. Although not likely 

to meet the current criteria for statutory listing, local heritage assets are important to 

their locality by reason of their cultural, architectural and historical contribution.’ 

 

6.3.3. South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 
The suite of documents forming the Development Plan for South Cambridgeshire are 

available on the council website. They were adopted between 2007 and 2010 and are to 

be replaced in due course by the emerging Local Plan currently in preparation.  
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Chapter 8. Cultural Heritage of the Development Control Policies Development Plan 

Document (adopted 2007) details local policy regarding heritage assets. It includes five 

main objectives: 

 

• To protect historic landscapes and public rights of way.  
‘Policy CH/1…Historic landscapes are particularly valuable in South 

Cambridgeshire where they add interest and variety to an intensively farmed 

countryside…. the complexity of the historic landscape means that there are 

many sites and features which (are not designated) but nevertheless they should 

be retained because of their contribution to the wider landscape and our ability to 

read our heritage.’ 

• To protect, preserve and enhance the archaeological heritage.  
• To maintain the character of villages including important open areas.  

• To protect and enhance Conservation Areas and their settings.  

• To protect Listed Buildings and their settings. 
‘Policy CH/3. Applications for planning permission and Listed Building 

Consent will be determined in accordance with legislative provisions and national 

policy. In assessing such applications the District Council will adopt a 

presumption in favour of the retention and preservation of local materials and 

details…  

 

Listed Buildings represent a heritage of national importance…They are a finite 

resource and they contribute significantly to the character of the district. 

 

There is a presumption in favour of retaining Listed Buildings so permission to 

demolish will be the exception and only allowed if all other options to retain the 

building are demonstrated to have been thoroughly explored….  

 

The repair, renovation, alteration and extension of a Listed Building should not 

be at the expense of its intrinsic value….’ 
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7. Assessment of preservation and significance 
 

7.1. Level of preservation of Hobson’s Conduit 
The overriding observation of this assessment is that the level of preservation of the 

various elements of Hobson’s Conduit (from Nine Wells to the Conduit Head) is 

extremely good, seen both individually and as a whole.  

 

The open watercourse, from Nine Wells to the Conduit Head, appears to follow its 

depiction in early 19th century mapping in full. It seems reasonable to assume that the 

line of this wholly artificial channel at that date was well established and that the modern 

channel therefore represents a full preservation of the line of the original early 17th 

century watercourse. Despite the extensive surrounding development and spread of 

southern Cambridge from the 19th century the Conduit has survived intact and is 

notable as a consistent unchanging element within the broader landscape on the 

various historic maps. The form and profile of the channel itself however has likely 

undergone change over the centuries due to continuous programs of maintenance 

and/or clearance, potentially in both localised areas or as a whole. 

 

To the south of the Conduit Head there is little historic evidence of infrastructure relating 

directly to the function of the watercourse, and nothing of note was observed during the 

site survey. There are however a range of related structural features. A series of 

designated assets, namely the Scheduled Monument at the Conduit Head, the four 

listed cast-iron bridges, the two sets of associated cast-iron railings and the Nine Wells 

obelisk, are all in a state of good preservation. 

 

The CHER does not list any additional non-designated heritage assets, other than the 

channel itself, but a variety of late 19th century and later features are extant and intact. 

These include the brick arches for former crossing points of the Conduit on either side 

of the modern guided busway crossing to the south of Long Road and an associated 

length of iron railing, the brick arch crossing at the end of Porson Road, the 20th century 

weir for the outflow to Vicars Brook and the stretch of railing on the west side of the 

channel and Right of Way along the final approach to the Brooklands Avenue bridge. 

With the exception of the Porson Road crossing, which shows signs of cracking and 

subsidence these are all in a good condition. 
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Other than observing the continuing presence of the listed roadside runnels along 

Trumpington Street to the north of Lensfield Road this assessment has not involved any 

study of the Conduit infrastructure in the city centre, it largely being underground or 

inaccessible to casual access. SACIC therefore can pass no comment on the extent of 

the preservation of the fabric of the four ‘courses’ recorded in 1886, or associated 

structures but notes that there are frequent references to changes and repairs being 

made to the infrastructure, and to the water supply being diverted or terminated at 

different periods. SACIC is unclear as to how much of the Conduit remains functional 

but it would seem likely that substantial proportions of both current and former 

infrastructure survive intact below, and possibly above, ground.  

 

 
 
7.2. Significance of Hobson’s Conduit as a heritage asset 
Hobson’s Conduit, considered both as a series of individual elements and as a 

combined whole, is a recognised historic asset of local, regional and national 

importance. This is most clearly stated in the reasoning for the listing of the 

Trumpington Street runnels by Historic England which says that they are ‘of high 

technological interest relating… to a water supply system of undoubted historic 

significance in a national context.’  

 

 

Considered at a local and regional level the open watercourse of Hobson’s Conduit, 

although non-designated, is a highly significant feature within the landscape of southern 

Cambridge, forming a constant historic element within an area that has changed from 

open pasture and arable fields to 19th-21st century sub-urban sprawl. There are several 

features along its length, un-recorded by the CHER but appearing to be of 19th century 

or later date, which while individually being of minor or negligible local significance can 

be regarded as a part of the historic Conduit fabric as a whole, often showing how 

surrounding development and landuse has been adapted to account for the presence of 

the Conduit rather than making alterations to it.  

 

At a national level Hobson’s Conduit is an early example in the UK of the development 

of artificial watercourses that were constructed to bring freshwater to rapidly expanding 

urban centres, where issues of clean water supply and sewerage were becoming an 

increasing concern. The level of survival of the route of the open watercourse means 
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that this element of the overall Conduit can probably be regarded as a landscape 

feature of national importance in its own right, although at any particular point the actual 

shape and profile of the watercourse is unlikely to be wholly original. One contemporary 

parallel is the New River which was constructed to supply the City of London from 

springs in Hertfordshire. Commencing in 1605 in response to a growing need for 

freshwater in the capital and formally opened in 1613 this artificial watercourse 

eventually spanned nearly 65km and is an exceptional example of a long-distance 

water-supply system that would undoubtedly have provided an example for Thomas 

Hobson and the town of Cambridge to follow. This watercourse is still operational but 

has been much altered and shortened, in contrast to the preservation of the smaller 

Hobson’s Conduit. 

 

 

The individual designated assets relating to the Conduit are all, by the fact of 

designation, deemed to be of national importance, both singly and considered as a 

group. The 17th century Scheduled Monument at the Conduit Head, re-sited from 

Market Hill in the mid-19th century, is the sole structure dating to the original 

creation of the Conduit and emphasises the significance of the Conduit as a 

whole. Despite the extensive range of historic properties within the city centre it is 

noteworthy that the Conduit Head is one of only five Scheduled Monuments within 

the city (the others consist of the Cambridge Castle mound (1006905) and an adjacent 

area of civil war earthworks (1006886), the Old Cheddar's Lane pumping station 

(1006896) and Chesterton Abbey (1006907)).  

 

Slightly later listed elements include the bath and pond at Emmanuel College, and the 

bathing pool at Christ’s which were supplied from 1631. The other designated structures 

all date to the later history of the Conduit, largely to the mid-19th century. The late 18th 

century Trumpington Street runnels are cited by Historic England as being ‘rare if 

not unique survivals in a major urban centre.’ 
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8. Future management 
 

8.1. Introduction 
In principle the significance of Hobson’s Conduit as a heritage asset of local, regional 

and national importance should be a material consideration in future plans regarding its 

management and maintenance. In practice however this consideration will take different 

forms depending on the part of the Conduit concerned and the works proposed. 

 

It is recommended that the local planning authorities and their archaeological/heritage 

advisors Cambridge County Council Historic Environment Team and, where designated 

assets are concerned, Historic England, should be consulted at an early stage during 

preparation of any future proposals for works to the Conduit, with a view to establishing 

the suitability of such proposals and to minimise the harm or loss to the heritage asset 

in line with local and national planning policy guidance. 

 

 

8.2. The open watercourse 
The modern line of the open watercourse from Nine Wells to the Conduit Head was 

clearly established by the early 19th century and it seems highly probable that, in full, it 

dates back to 1610 and the original creation of the Conduit. The watercourse appears to 

be wholly artificial, although it is presumed to have involved, in part, the canalisation of 

the original Hobson’s Brook.  

 

Although not a designated heritage asset the line of the watercourse is a significant 

heritage feature within the broader landscape and future management plans should 

adopt a position of preserving this in full, in line with local and national planning policy. 

Any changes to the physical course of the channel should be avoided unless benefits 

outweighing the change can be demonstrated.  

 

While the line of the watercourse is of historic date the actual form and profile of the 

channel has seen consistent maintenance and clearing throughout its history. While it’s 

general form may well closely resemble its original appearance in the 17th century it 

seems likely that the current profile at any point is of a broad 19th/20th century date. As 

a result continued maintenance of the channel – i.e repair of banks, dredging or tree 
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removal – in a sensitive and sympathetic manner is likely to be acceptable, and indeed 

necessary to maintain the watercourse in its current form. Although such works are 

presumed to be unlikely to require planning consent it is recommended that they should 

be discussed with the local planning authority and its advisors, in particular for those 

parts of the watercourse which lie within designated Conservation Areas or close 

proximity to designated heritage assets. 

8.3. Associated structures 
To the south of the Conduit Head, Hobson’s Conduit consists almost solely as an open 

watercourse. There are however a range of directly and indirectly related physical 

structures. 

Many of these are structures are designated heritage assets and therefore have 

statutory protection. All future management plans for these structures and their 

surroundings will need to take their significance and legal protection into account, and 

will require consultation with Historic England and the local planning authority so that 

suitable schemes in line with local and national planning policies can be agreed, and 

appropriate formal consents granted. 

The site survey has also identified a range of other non-designated structural elements 

which are also not included in the CHER. For the most part, while these appear to be of 

late 19th century or later date and of minor local significance individually, they form part 

of the historic Conduit as a whole, showing how surrounding development and landuse 

has adapted to its presence. Where possible future management plans should take into 

account that such features are a part of the overall fabric and history of the watercourse 

and treat them accordingly. 

8.4. Subterranean assets in the city centre 
This assessment has highlighted the fact that, to the north of the Conduit Head, there 

was and still is, a complex network of infrastructure ranging in date from the 17th to 20th 

century, both above and below ground.  Such infrastructure, whether still in use or 

abandoned/replaced, is an integral part of the Hobson’s Conduit heritage asset and 

adds to its overall significance. Any changes or repairs to surviving features should be 
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carefully considered in view of this fact and local and national planning policy guidance. 
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HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. A mechanically  excav ated hole on the Christ's College side of  St Andrews Street was observ ed f or possible remains of
the King's Ditch. The hole was 4m by  1,5m and 1,5m deep. The King's Ditch is supposed to run through this area - f rom 
Tibbs Row down Hobson Street to the riv er.  McKenny  Hughes excav ated near the spot in the late C19.0,75m below the 
road surf ace the top of  a brick culv ert heads of f  to the W side of  Lloy ds Bank along Sidney  Street (not Hobson Street).To 
the S the culv ert carries on along the line of  St Andrews Street, but it could not be established whether it turned into Tibbs 
Row. The culv ert is 31ins diameter inside, circular construction, laid on a brick platf orm extending across the width of  the 
contractors' hole. The top of  this platf orm lies 1,5m below the road surf ace. No black sludgy  deposits were noticed in the 
hole and there is a great discrepancy  in the size, the recorded width of  the King's Ditch being 40f t.It is howev er possible 
that this culv ert might hav e been built ov er the top of  the Ditch f ills with a brick platf orm sealing them and making a raf t 
on which to construct the culv ert.

The King's Ditch, St Andrew's Street, Cambridge

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Monument

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 4508 5845National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

01921

FindUnknown dateDitch
FindUnknown dateWatercourse

Civil Parish Cambridge, Cambridgeshire

ActiveSHINE Candidate (Possible)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 01921

Verbal communication: Malim, T. 1990. Site visit observations. (1)
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HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. (TL/177-/487- - TL/458-/563-) Course of  old railway  (NAT).

2. & 3. The line f rom Sandy  to Cambridge was part of  the Bedf ord and Cambridge line of  the LNWR which opened to
passengers on 07/07/1862. It was closed to f reight traf f ic on 18/04/1966 and closed to passengers on 01/01/1968.

Sandy to Cambridge railway

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Monument

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 2871 5345National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

03344

Documentary Evidence19th century to Cold War - 1862 AD to 1968 AD Railway

Civil Parish Bourn, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Comberton, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Gamlingay, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Great Eversden, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Harlton, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Haslingfield, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Hatley, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Kingston, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Little Eversden, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Little Gransden, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Longstowe, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
Civil Parish Toft, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire
District Cambridge City
District South Cambridgeshire
Ward Coleridge, Cambridge City
Ward Trumpington, Cambridge City

ActiveSHINE Candidate (No)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 03344

Map: 1974. OS 1:50000 map. (1)
Bibliographic reference: Gordon, D.I. 1977. Regional History of Railways of Great Britain 5. 
Eastern Counties. , p.147 - 149

(2)

Bibliographic reference: Clinker, C. R. 1978. Register of Closed Passenger Stations 1830-1977. (3)
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The well head of  a 'waterwork' f ounded by  Thomas Hobson in 1614. Hexagonal stone building of  Renaissance sty le

HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. Hobson's Conduit, also known as Hobson's Riv er and Cambridge New Riv er, is the name giv en to an early  sev enteenth
century  f resh water sy stem supply ing the city  of  Cambridge. The channel f ed water into a conduit head at the south-east 
corner of  Trumpington Road and Lensf ield Road.  In 1614 drinking water was piped f rom the conduit-head to a new f ountain 
in Market Hill.  

2 & 3. The well head of  a 'water work' f ounded by  Thomas Hobson, carrier, in 1614, part of  the course of  which still 
remains. Originally  on Market Hill, remov ed to Trumpington Street 1856. Hexagonal stone building of  Renaissance sty le, 
scallop-headed niche on each f ace; plinth, double entablature, cartouches, strap work, putti, etc. and Roy al Arms on 
Cornice.  Ogee shaped cupola with thy mus f inial. Conduit has standing water to N and running water f lowing into culv erts 
to the south.  To the east and west, well maintained grass and f lower beds, surrounded by  an iron railing f ence.  The niche 
to east contains a small wooden door.  On this side is a plaque which reads "THOMAS HOBSON, CARTER, CARRIER 
BETWEEN CAMBRIDGE AND LONDON A GREAT BENEFACTOR TO THIS UNIVERSITY TOWN DIED 1ST JANUARY 
1630 IN THE 86 YEAR OF HIS AGE.  The monument is in good condition showing only  minimal signs of  green stain on the 
stonework.  The Roy al Arms appear to hav e been painted recently .  A notice board states that the conduit was re-
conditioned in 1967 and marks the end of  the artif icial water course.

4. The 17th century  conduit head was relocated in 1856 but surv iv es intact at the terminus of  the open channel.

5. In 1614 Hobson's Conduit was expanded with lead pipes taking drinking water to Mill Lane and a f ountain on Market Hill.
The conduit continued as the main supply  f or Cambridge until 1856, when Conduit Head mov ed f rom Market Hill to 
Trumpington Street.  The f ountain in Market Hill as replaced with a smaller f ountain f ed by  a pumped supply .

Hobson's Conduit well head

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Monument

Sources

Ratings and Scorings

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 4515 5763National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations

04529

Structure, Iron, Stone17th century - 1601 AD to 1700 AD Well Head

1Completeness
ACondition

Ward Trumpington, Cambridge City

ActiveSHINE Candidate (No)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 04529

Scheduled 
Monument

1006912 Hobson's ConduitDCB33
5

Active

Listed Building 1067788 Hobson's ConduitDCB70
25

Active

Page 3



Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Unpublished document: Unknown n/d. Hobson's Conduit. 
Map: 1886. OS 1:500 map. (1)
Bibliographic reference: RCHM 1959. An Inventory of the Historic Monuments in the City of 
Cambridge. Volume II. London: HMSO, 307 - 309 (plan)

(2)

Bibliographic reference: Bushnell WD 1938. Hobson's Conduit, the New River at Cambridge. (3)
Unpublished report: Trent and Peak Archaeological Unit 2000. Monuments Protection Programme 
Water and Sewage Industries. Step 3 Report. 

(4)

Unpublished document: 1998. MPP - Water and Sewage Industry: Site Assessment. (5)
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HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

2. Hobson's Conduit, also known as Hobson's Riv er and Cambridge New Riv er, is the name giv en to an early  C17 f resh
water sy stem supply ing the city  of  Cambridge. Thomas Hobson, carrier (died 1630 - 1631) and Samuel Potto (died 1632) 
lef t endowments towards the upkeep of  the scheme. The sy stem (see AO/LP/61/8) comprised an artif icial channel, the 
New Riv er (c 1610) which tapped a stream, Vicar's Brook S of  the city , and a quarter mile N of  Long Road (TL/4549/5598), 
the brook is entirely  artif icial.  The channel f ed water into a conduit head at the SE corner of  Trumpington Road and 
Lensf ield Road (TL/4515/5764).  From here it was let into the King's Ditch at the junction of  Trumpington Street and 
Pembroke Street (TL/4455/5807). Spillway s carry  surplus water to Vicar's Brook to the W and to the pond in the Botanic 
Garden in the E (TL/4519/5725). In 1614 drinking water was piped f rom the conduit-head to a new f ountain in Market Hill 
(TL/4490/5846).  The f ountain was remov ed to its present position in 1856, and is an hexagonal building (8f t diagonal and 
approximately  19f t high) straddling the water course on a raised C19 iron platf orm.  In 1631 a third supply  was drawn f rom 
the conduit head f or Emmanuel and Christ's Colleges; it now f eeds the ponds and swimming-pools in the grounds there. 
Two open tunnels of  Hobson's Conduit may  be seen in Trumpington Street and St Andrews Street.  

2, Four Dipping-holes surv iv e under pav ing-stones, in Regent Terrace, bef ore Emmanuel College, in Drummer Street and 

Hobson's Conduit/Hobson's Brook

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Monument

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 4538 5539National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations

04529a

Structure17th century to 19th century - 1601 AD to 1900 AD Conduit
17th century to 19th century - 1601 AD to 1900 AD Watercourse

Civil Parish Cambridge, Cambridgeshire

ActiveSHINE Candidate (Yes)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 04529a
RevokedUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 708
RevokedUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 707
RevokedUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 706
RevokedUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 705
RevokedUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 704
RevokedUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 703
RevokedUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 398
RevokedUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 28
RevokedUrban Archaeological Database Level 1 Monument - 19

SHINE Hobson's Conduit is an early 17th century 
fresh water system supplying the city of 
Cambridge, Cropmarks showing rectil inear 
enclosures and linear ditches, directly 
north of Long Road, Cambridge

DCB90
46

Active
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at the NE end of  Milton's Walk. The f our iron bridges ov er the riv er between Brooklands Av enue and Lensf ield Road are 
dated 1850 - 1851. no surf ace ev idence of  the f our dipping holes remains.

4. Hobson's Conduit was built in 1614 to supply  clean water f rom springs to the south of  Cambridge at Nine Wells f or
f lushing the streets and f or drinking, to reduce the incidence of  plague and other diseases.  It takes its name f rom Thomas 
Hobson, a chief  benef actor.  The f ountain stood in the Market Square until 1856, when it was mov ed to its present 
position.  Water f lowed in open channels at the site of  the road f or the last stretch, still v isible in Trumpington Street.

5. 17th century  water supply  scheme, contemporary  with and inf luenced by  London's New Riv er.  The leat is a major
landscapes f eature of  high historical importance.

6. The conduit was built between 1610-14 as a joint v enture between the city  and the Univ ersity , with the original purpose
of  f lushing out the King's Ditch, which had become an open sewer.  The scheme had originally  been suggested in 1574 by  
Andrew Perne, and rev iv ed in the early  17th century .  The initial construction took water f rom the springs at Nine Wells, 
and conv ey ed it in part natural, part built channels to the King's Ditch, completed in 1610.  In 1614, f ollowing the 
completion of  London's New Riv er, the sy stem was expanded with lead pipes taking drinking water to Mill Lane and a 
f ountain in Market Hill.  A third pipe was added in 1631 to Emmanuel and Christ's colleges.  Af ter 1794 the original open 
runnel on Trumpington Street was replaced by  roadside runnels, and in 1842, lead piping was replaced by  glazed ceramic 
pipes.  A commemorativ e obelisk was set up at Nine Wells in 1861.
A number of  proposals f or the construction of  a ditch to f lush f resh water through King's Ditch had been env isaged prior to 
the construction of  Hobson's Conduit. 
3. Dr. Perne, Master of  Peterhouse College between 1554-89 had commented on the King's Ditch, suggesting that it may
hav e contributed to the outbreak of  the plague, and considered the idea that it should be f lushed out and cleaned in a 
correspondence dated 1574;  Ly ne in 1574 had also commented on the need f or this to be carried; Matthew Parker had 
made claim to the idea through the writings of  another, Richard Parker in 1622. 

The f irst phase of  Hobson's Conduit
2 & 3. The Univ ersity  and the Town jointly  constructed the Hobson Conduit in 1610, to serv e the King's Ditch with a f resh 
supply  of  water, to f lush it clean, and to allow f resh water f or the occupants in the town. Thomas Hobson and Samuel 
Potto lef t property  endowments f or the upkeep of  the conduit. The conduit runs f rom Vicar's Brook in Great Shelf ord, along 
Hobson's Brook, under Brooklands Av enue along Trumpington Road on the W side of  the New Botanical Gardens, to the 
conduit head at the top of  Trumpington Street. It then proceeds N along Trumpington Street to where it, presumably  met 
the King's Ditch. A subsidiary  channel existed which connected up with the King's Ditch mov ing through Pembroke College 
opposite St. Mary  the Less church to the King's Ditch, W of  Free School Lane.

The second phase of  Hobson's Conduit
A sy stem was dev eloped extending the Hobson's Conduit built in 1610 to Market Hill. The water was piped f rom the conduit 
head at Trumpington Street, crossing the Old Addenbrookes site and continuing N along Tennis Court Road where it 
crossed the Downing Site to the corner of  Corn Exchange Street and crossed the King's Ditch at the S end of  Tibb's Row. 
From here it continued under the Petty  Cury /Lion Yard area to Market Hill and to the f ountain in the centre of  the Market 
Place. 

In 1614 the conduit was expanded to bring water to the Market Hill f ountain / conduit. This structure was paid f or jointly  by  
the Univ ersity  and the Town, although not promptly  as the contractors still had not receiv ed f ull pay ment by  1622. The 
pipes used to bring the water were lead and remained in use until 1842 when it was mov ed to its present position at the 
corner of  Lensf ield and Trumpington Roads. The f ountain which replaced it in the market is still supplied by  Hobson's 
Conduit (although no water presently  runs through it).

The third phase of  Hobson's Conduit
A branch of  Hobson's Conduit was constructed c. 1631 f rom the conduit head on Trumpington Street to Emmanuel, 
Christ's College and St. Andrew's Street. Some of  the water was allowed to run down St. Andrew's Street to the King's Ditch 
to help f lush it out, while the majority  was f or the use of  the two colleges. The branch was called the "New Riv er" and was 
to be maintained by  the Colleges including the upkeep of  wooden bridges ov er it. There were sev eral of  these: one by  the 
Almshouses (on Lensf ield Road); one near Parker's Piece; one by  Maids Causeway ; and one, probably  of  brick, near Ball's 

Sources

Map: 1886. OS 1:500 map. (1)
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Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Bibliographic reference: RCHM 1959. An Inventory of the Historic Monuments in the City of 
Cambridge. Volume II. London: HMSO, 307 - 309 (plan)

(2)

Bibliographic reference: Bushnell WD 1938. Hobson's Conduit, the New River at Cambridge. (3)
Bibliographic reference: Balchin, N. and Filby, P. 2001. A Guide to the Industrial Archaeology of 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough. Association for Industrial Archaeology, C 42, p. 16

(4)

Unpublished report: Trent and Peak Archaeological Unit 2000. Monuments Protection Programme 
Water and Sewage Industries. Step 3 Report. 

(5)

Unpublished document: 1998. MPP - Water and Sewage Industry: Site Assessment. (6)
Unpublished document: Unknown n/d. Hobson's Conduit. (7)
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HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

01, Hobson's Conduit, also known as Hobson's Riv er and Cambridge New Riv er, is the name giv en to an early  C17 f resh 
water sy stem supply ing the city  of  Cambridge. The f our iron bridges ov er the riv er between Brooklands Av enue and 
Lensf ield Road are dated 1850 - 1851.
4. Sev eral neat small cast-iron f ootbridges along the route of  Hobson's Conduit.  All made, together with the railings lining
the Conduit, by  the local Swann Hurrell f oundry  1850/51.
5. In 1850-51 cast iron bridges were built ov er Hobson's Conduit on Trumpington Road.

Hobson's Conduit bridges

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Monument

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 4522 5726National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations

04529b

Structure, Cast Iron19th century - 1850 AD to 1851 AD Footbridge

Ward Trumpington, Cambridge City

ActiveSHINE Candidate (Unlikely)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 04529b

Unpublished document: Unknown n/d. Hobson's Conduit. 
Map: 1886. OS 1:500 map. (1)
Bibliographic reference: Bushnell WD 1938. Hobson's Conduit, the New River at Cambridge. (2)
Bibliographic reference: RCHM 1959. An Inventory of the Historic Monuments in the City of 
Cambridge. Volume II. London: HMSO, 307 - 309 (plan)

(3)

Bibliographic reference: Balchin, N. and Filby, P. 2001. A Guide to the Industrial Archaeology of 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough. Association for Industrial Archaeology, C 43, p. 16

(4)

Unpublished document: 1998. MPP - Water and Sewage Industry: Site Assessment. (5)

Listed Building 1126039 Bridge Over Hobson's Brook at Brooklands 
Lodge

DCB72
26

Active

Listed Building 1126074 Bridge Over Hobson's Brook mid way 
along Brookside

DCB72
61

Active

Listed Building 1126075 Bridge Over Hobson's Bridge at Entrance 
to the Botanic Garden

DCB72
62

Active
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HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. The Bath is of  rectangular shape and is of  uncertain date, but is shown in Loggan's View of  the College, 1688. It is f illed
f rom the lake which is in turn f illed by  Hobson's Stream. 

2. Rectangular bathing pool in the north-east corner of  the Fellow's Garden is in the same position of  a pool of  a rather
dif f erent shape shown on  Loggan's map. A bath-house, now demolished was built sometime between 1688 and 1746 and 
the pool may  hav e been remodelled at the same time.

Bath at TL/4527/5840. 
Great Pond at TL/4534/5834.

Emmanuel College: Bath and pond

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Monument

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 4530 5838National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations

04647c

StructurePost Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD Pond
Documentary EvidencePost Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD Bath House

Civil Parish Cambridge, Cambridgeshire
Ward Market, Cambridge City

ActiveUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 67
ActiveSHINE Candidate (Unlikely)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 04647c

Bibliographic reference: RCHM 1959. An Inventory of the Historic Monuments in the City of 
Cambridge. Volume I. London: HMSO

(1)

Map: Loggan, 1688. Loggan's map of Cambridge. (2)

Listed Building 1125524 Emmanuel College, the BathDCB71
79

Active
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Grade II* registered college courts and landscape gardens, laid out in the 17th-19th centuries.

HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. Grade II* registered college courts and landscape gardens, laid out in the 17th-19th centuries. The S. end of  Wren's open
cloister in f ront court giv es onto The Paddock, an inf ormal garden bounded to the N. by  the Hostel and Emmanuel House, 
to the S. by  the library , and by  the Master's and Fellows' Gardens to the W. The Paddock is dominated by  inf ormal lawns 
and a pond. The Fellow's Garden is bounded by  a brick wall and largely  laid to lawn, with a curv ed grav el perimeter path 
and scattered mature specimen trees. A small rectangular swimming pool lies in the N.W. corner with a thatched classical 
changing hut at its S.W. end built originally  c1745 and rebuilt mid 19th century . A passage through the S. corner of  Front 
Court leads to Chapman's Garden, surrounded on three sides by  college buildings and on the f ourth side a high wall. The 
garden is laid largely  to lawn with specimen trees, with a perimeter path and a crescent shaped pond along the north 
boundary . 

2.The Loggan v iew of  1690 shows the entrance with a path bordered by  low f encing between two lawns. There is a bathing
pool in the Fellow's Garden, and a pond in the paddock. 
To the south of  Front Court is Chapman's Garden, thickly  planted with trees with an open culv ert along one side, bringing 
water f rom Hobson's Conduit to the pool in the paddock, and then on to Christ's College. 
In 1746 there is a small bath house, and the garden laid out with a series of  walks. Today  (2000)entrance to the college 
passes through a narrow strip of  lawn with f lowering cherry  trees and shrubs against the College walls. There is no planting 
in Front Court. 
New Court, f ormerly  the entrance court was enclosed in 1824 and now has a perennial herb garden consisting of  low raised 
brick beds set in the brick and cobble pattern of  the court. Chapman's Garden has a path along which is a white and red 
f lower garden. The tree planting in this garden giv es some indication of  the 120 tree species planted in the college garden. 

Emmanuel College gardens

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Park and Garden

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 4530 5831National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations

04647D

Botanical Feature17th century to 19th century - 1601 AD to 1900 AD Garden
Real Tennis Court

Botanical Feature18th century to 19th century - 1701 AD to 1900 AD Walk
Botanical Feature17th century to 19th century - 1601 AD to 1900 AD Pool
Botanical Feature17th century to 19th century - 1601 AD to 1900 AD Lawn
Botanical Feature18th century to 19th century - 1701 AD to 1900 AD Bath House
Botanical Feature18th century to 20th century - 1701 AD to 2000 AD Herb Garden

Civil Parish Cambridge, Cambridgeshire

ActiveUrban Archaeological Database Level 2 Monument - 221
ActiveSHINE Candidate (Possible)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 04647D

Registered Park or 
Garden

1000619 Emmanuel CollegeDCB48
9

Active
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North Court is accessed through a tunnel f rom New Court. Here in a sunken ov al lawn are three magnif icent trees

For building records see MCB 5611

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Scheduling record: English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens. , GD1610(1)
Bibliographic reference: Cambridgeshire Garden Trust 2000. The Gardens of Cambridgeshire: A 
Gazeteer. , 15-16

(2.)

HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. Stone object f ound in Sussex St c 1895 during sewer excav ation.

Unidentified object, Sussex St

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Find Spot

Sources

Associated Finds

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas

Find Types and Dates Object Material

TL 450 586National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

04648

Unstratified FindSaxon - 410 AD to 1065 AD Findspot

Civil Parish Cambridge, Cambridgeshire

ActiveSHINE Candidate (No)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 04648

Serial: Browne, D.M. 1974. An Archaeological Gazetteer of the City of Cambridge 1973. PCAS 65 
(part 1). , 22, map 3, (no 11)

(1)

Excavation archive: Lethbridge, T. C. Lethbridge excavation archive. (2)

UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT (Saxon - 410 AD to 1065 AD) STONEFCB2417
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HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. In the NE corner of  the Fellow's Garden is a bathing pool, in existence bef ore 1688.

2. There is a ref erence by  Thomas Salmon in 1748 to the Bath, a bathing pool set in pav ing, terminated to the south by  a
stuccoed loggia or summerhouse (see RN 04782c) in the Fellows' Garden, Christ’s College. Around the pool are three 
carv ed busts set on tapering pedestals, of  the blind Prof essor of  Mathematics, Nicholas Sanderson, John Milton and the 
philosopher Ralph Cudworth; a 4th pedestal carries an urn in memory  of  Joseph Mede; all are 18th century . Today  the Bath 
is backed by  a screen of  shrubs, and ov erhung by  beeches and plane trees. A memorial urn containing the ashes of  the 
author C.P. Snow has been positioned on the east side of  the pool.

Christ's College:  Bathing pool, Fellow's Garden

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Monument

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 4523 5865National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations

04782d

Earthwork, Botanical FeatureMedieval to 19th century - 1066 AD to 1900 AD Pool
Stone, Botanical Feature, 
Extant Structure

18th century - 1701 AD to 1800 AD Urn

Stone, Botanical Feature, 
Extant Structure

18th century - 1701 AD to 1800 AD Bust

Civil Parish Cambridge, Cambridgeshire

ActiveSHINE Candidate (Unlikely)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 04782d

Redirect Source: For full l ist of references seeRN 04782(1)
Bibliographic reference: Cambridgeshire Garden Trust 2000. The Gardens of Cambridgeshire: A 
Gazeteer. , 17

(2)

Listed Building 1125548 Christ's College, Bathing Pool and 
Summer House, including the Busts of 
Cudworth, Milton and Saunderson and 
Stone Vase in Memory of Joseph Mede

DCB71
92

Active
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Grade II registered college courts and gardens, laid out C16-C20.

HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. College courts and gardens, laid out C16-C20. Grade II registered park and garden. The Fellows' garden is laid out
inf ormally , the current lay out probably  dating f rom the early  to mid 19th century , with a grav el perimeter path surrounding 
an inf ormal lawn with v arious shrub beds and mature specimen trees. The path winds aroud to the W. of  the summerhouse, 
met f rom the W. by  a path crossing the lawn towards the N. boundary  wall, screenewd f rom the bathing pool by  a belt of  
shrubs and y ew hedges. At the N.W. corner of  the garden stands a small glasshouse. By  the mid 17th century  the N. half  
of  the Fellows' Garden has seemingly  been laid out as an ornamental space, depicted as a kind of  grov e with trees. In the 
late 17th century  the garden was laid out in simple quarters separated by  crucif orm paths, with a bowling green along the 
W. boundary , and a small multi-sided pav ilion on the E. boudary . 
The Master's Garden lies N. of  First Court. The garden is laid out f ormally . The present lay out probably  dates f rom the 
early  20th century . The canal is f lanked by  planting bay s along its long sides and runs W. along the garden to a low 
archway  in a wall f orming the W. boundary  of  the garden. Bey ond this the canal continues W. f lanked by  lawn, terminating 
in a small circular pool in f ront of  a white painted brick loggia. 

2. Christ's College (see RN 04782) was f irst established as 'Gods house' in 1437 by  William By ngham, a London parish

Christ's College:  Gardens

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Park and Garden

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 451 586National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations

04782E

16th century to 20th century - 1501 AD to 2000 AD College Garden
Documentary Evidence17th century to 18th century - 1601 AD to 1800 AD Bowling Green
Documentary Evidence17th century - 1601 AD to 1700 AD Tennis Court
Botanical Feature18th century - 1701 AD to 1800 AD Tree Avenue
Documentary Evidence19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Tree Clump
Documentary Evidence19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Serpentine Path
Documentary Evidence18th century - 1701 AD to 1800 AD Glasshouse
Botanical Feature17th century - 1601 AD to 1700 AD Lawn
Documentary Evidence18th century to 19th century - 1701 AD to 1900 AD Shrubbery
Botanical Feature18th century - 1701 AD to 1800 AD Ornamental Canal
Stone, Botanical Feature, 
Extant Structure

19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Commemorative 
Monument

Botanical Feature19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Arboretum

Civil Parish Cambridge, Cambridgeshire

ActiveSHINE Candidate (Possible)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 04782E

Registered Park or 
Garden

1000616 Christ's CollegeDCB48
6

Active
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priest. Shortly  af ter receiv ing its roy al licence f rom Henry  VI, it was f orced to mov e f or the King’s project (King's College 
Chapel). It was re-f ounded on its current site as Christ's College by  Lady  Margaret Beauf ort in 1505. The garden was 
leased in 1507 but purchased in September 1554. 

Loggan's map of  1688 shows First Court with two rectangular lawns dissected by  a path f rom the St. Andrew's Street 
Gateway . To the north of  the Hall was the Master's Garden with three plots enclosed by  a wall and a garden structure in a 
corner. Access to the Fellows' Building (1640-43) is along a narrow walled path which leads to the walled Fellow's Garden 
with a tennis court and two paths. One path leads to a summerhouse in one corner, the other to a larger enclosed f ormal 
garden, div ided into f our rectangular areas each edged with trees and one giv en ov er to a Bowling Green. A f urther garden 
building is shown directly  opposite the south entrance on the north wall. The culv ert f rom the pond at Emmanuel College is 
div erted along the west edge of  Christ's Pieces. There is a ref erence by  Thomas Salmon in 1748 to the bathing pool (see 
RN 04782d) set in pav ing, terminated to the south by  a stuccoed loggia or summerhouse (see RN 04782c) in the Fellows' 
Garden. 

The Custance map of  1798 shows a circular lawn in First Court, f iv e plots in the Master' Garden and a short av enue of  
trees to the north of  the Fellows' Building. The large enclosed garden to the north has been simplif ied by  combining the two 
northern areas into a grov e, and one f urther area has been cleared of  its perimeter tree planting. This garden was combined 
with the garden immediately  to the north of  Fellows' Building into a larger Fellows' Garden, and its present f orm adopted in 
c.1825 with lawns, winding paths, shrubberies backed by  trees to a sty le inf luenced by  J.C. Loudon.

By  1888 the College grounds had extended to the north-west of  the existing Master's Garden by  a gateway  leading to a 
larger enclosed space also called the Master's Garden. This rectangular area was indicated on the Loggan map. From the 
Master’s gardens a narrow pathway  led to glasshouses along the Hobson Street boundary . In the same location, 3 buildings 
were constructed to f orm Third Court, within which is a large sunken ov al lawn surrounded by  a wide border of  iris. 

In the early  part of  the 20th century  the Masters' Garden was rev ised to incorporate the end of  Hobson's Conduit (see RN 
04529a) into the garden bef ore it f lowed beneath Hobson Street. The design subtly  reduces the width of  the water canal 
when it under an arch in the perimeter wall, until it reaches the Darwin Shrine built in 1920 to commemorate the centenary  
of  Charles Darwin's birth. A rare hy brid Wing nut tree stands near the shrine and canal. 

In 1969 Sir Deny s Lasdun designed New Court the gateway  to which along King Street incorporates a wrought iron daisy  
('marguerite'), a f urther allusion to the f ounder, inspired by  the daisies and red roses carv ed on the Gatehouse in First 
Court. 

In the Master’s garden is an old mulberry  now propped, reputedly  dating f rom 1609. The College possesses a large 
collection of  specimen trees, of  which many  can be seen f rom Christ's Pieces

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Scheduling record: English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in 
England. , GD 1607

(1)

Bibliographic reference: Cambridgeshire Garden Trust 2000. The Gardens of Cambridgeshire: A 
Gazeteer. , 16-17

(2)
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HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. The route of  the King's Ditch, the Mediev al boundary  to the city , appears to hav e been mov ed at least twice ov er the
course of  this period; hav ing run at f irst adjacent to the southern perimeter of  the site, it was apparently  recut in the late 
13th century  along a new alignment parallel to the northern boundary  of  the area. Then, at some time between 1607 and 
1609 (during a period in which St John's College owned the land to either side of  the ditch), this recut was backf illed and the 
original route of  the boundary  re-established. (TL44805903)

2. Ground reduction on properties at the junction of  Portugal Place and New Park Street allowed the speedy  recording of
exposed f eatures, possibly  on the line of  the Mediev al King's Ditch. A water f illed f eature was recorded, which as the 
deposit sequence shows, was allowed to silt up and be backf illed sometime af ter the 15th century . (TL44905896)

3. Trench 1 rev ealed a deep mediev al deposit, which is possibly  a part of  the western side of  King's Ditch. Mediev al pit
and gully  f eatures were f ound in trench 2, the gullies probably  f eeding into the King's Ditch. (TL44955882)

4. Quantities of  pottery  were f ound in 1901 on the E side of  the course of  the King's Ditch (TL 45 NE 11) where it crosses
Jesus Lane f rom Sidney  Sussex College. (TL44985879)

5. The King's Ditch is v isible as a shallow depression in the Master's Garden running N - S.  A low sub rectangular mound
running E - W across the line of  the King's Ditch may  be a bridge, possibly  that shown on the 1688 print of  the College. 
(TL45005871)

6. Two intact pottery  v essels were f ound under Woolworth's on Sidney  Street, presumably  during renov ation works.  The
v essels are thought to hav e come f rom the King's Ditch, although the ev idence f or this is unknown. (TL45045855)

7. Two ancient ditches and objects of  Mediev al date between Hobson Street and Sidney  Street, Cambridge.  Objects f ound
along the supposed line of  Henry  III's ditch.  The digging of  the f oundations f or the new Post Of f ice exposed the ditch 
running along the W side of  Hobson Street; nothing came out of  the ditch at this point.  At the SW, or Sidney  Street side 
of  the area there was ly ing on the grav el a mass of  silty  clay  which must hav e been thrown out f rom some ditch or pond 
close by . Much of  this re-made sand and grav el seemed to hav e been thrown out when the Hobson Street ditch was dug, 
and if  this be the King's Ditch the relics must be of  the age of  Henry  III. (TL45075848)

8. Barnwell Gate C13, was probably  a toll gate related to the customs barrier, King's ditch. (TL45085846)

The King's Ditch

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Monument

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 44 58National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

04999

Sub Surface DepositMedieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD Pit
Sub Surface DepositMedieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD Ditch

Civil Parish Cambridge, Cambridgeshire

ActiveSHINE Candidate (Possible)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 04999

Page 15



9. In late January  1989, an excav ation, f unded by  English Heritage was carried out in adv ance of  the building of  a Holiday
Inn on this site, to establish whether the King's Ditch crossed the site.  No trace of  the ditch was identif ied and it seems 
probable that it passes just to the N of  the site. (TL45065829)

10. Ev aluation rev ealed traces of  mediev al ridge and f urrow and a mediev al ploughsoil that contained unabraded sherds of
13th-14th century  date. Two later pits were also recorded in section, probably  representing garden planting pits. No Saxon 
or Saxo-Norman pottery  was recov ered, which has implications f or the putativ e early  date of  this stretch of  the King's 
Ditch, which ran some 60m to the north of  the site. (TL45065819)

11. The channel f ed water into a conduit head at the SE corner of  Trumpington Road and Lensf ield Road. From here it was
let into the King's Ditch at the junction of  Trumpington Street and Pembroke Street. (TL44845807)

12. This note f ollows up the line of  inquiry  as to the position of  certain rubbish-holes, whether ditches or pits, which occur
within the ancient town of  Cambridge as def ined by  the King's ditch. The ditch as f ar as can be ascertained by  
excav ations did not approach v ery  close to the houses, but on its banks there was alway s a waste space where rubbish 
was shot. The excav ations recently  carried on Messers Fosters' property  on the S side of  Silv er Street opposite Queens' 
College, hav e exposed a section though such ancient made-ground down to the grav el of  the lower riv er-terrace. 

Sources

Associated Finds

Associated Events/Activities

Find Types and Dates Object Material

Unpublished report: Newman, R. 2008. 24 Thompson's Lane, Cambridge. An Archaeological 
Investigation.  Cambridge Archaeological Unit Report 809

(1)

Unpublished document: Regan, R. 26/5/97. Untitled. (2)
Unpublished report: Whittaker, P. 2002. An Archaeological Evaluation at the ADC Theatre, Park 
Street, Cambridge.  Cambridge Archaeological Unit Report 511

(3)

Article in serial: McKenny Hughes, M. C 1903. A Roman potter's field near Jesus College. PCAS 
10: 194-96. 

(4)

Article in serial: Dark, K.R. 1987. Archaeological Survey at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge, 
1984. PCAS 74: 81-4. 

(5)

Index: Cambridgeshire County Council Primary Archaeological Record Card: Finds recovered from 
various sites. 

(6)

Article in serial: Hughes, T. McK. 1895. On the recent discovery of two ancient ditches and objects 
of medieval date between Hobson Street and Sidney Street, Cambridge. PCAS 8: 32-55. 

(7)

Bibliographic reference: Roach, J.P.C (ed) 1967. The Victoria County History of Cambridgeshire 
and the Isle of Ely. Volume 3. 

(8)

Unpublished report: Malim, T. 1989. King's Ditch, Cambridge, 1989.  CCC Archaeological Field 
Unit Report 004

(9)

Unpublished report: Gdaniec, K. 1992. Archaeological Investigations at the McDonald Institute.  
Cambridge Archaeological Unit Report 058

(10)

Bibliographic reference: RCHM 1959. An Inventory of the Historic Monuments in the City of 
Cambridge. Volume II. London: HMSO

(11)

Article in serial: Bennett, N. 1893. On some antiquities found on Messrs Fosters' premises in Silver 
Street. PCAS 8: 58-61. , p. 58

(12)

SHERD (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) POTTERYFCB2804
ANIMAL REMAINS (Medieval - 1066 AD to 1539 AD) BONEFCB2805

Investigations for the Woolworths Extension, Sidney Street, Cambridge 1959 (Event - 
Intervention)

ECB4826
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Grade II* registered botanic garden, laid out on meadow land f rom 1846 onwards, to a design of  Andrew Murray , in a 
f ormal and landscape sty le, and f urther extended f rom the 1950s onwards.

HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. Grade II* registered botanic garden, laid out on meadow land f rom 1846 onwards, to a design of  Andrew Murray , in a
f ormal and landscape sty le, and f urther extended f rom the 1950s onwards. Entering the Victorian gardens f rom the 
Trumpington gates the main axial walk, lined with a rare collection of  pines and cedars, leads E. to a f ountain of  stone and 
steel, completed in 1969 to a design by  Dav id Mellor of  Shef f ield. A perimeter walk runs around the garden, interrupted 
only  along part of  the northern boundary  where the research area is located. The axial path leads through collections of  
chestnuts and maples to a woodland and bog garden created in 1882.the woodland includes an ornamental bamboo 

Botanic Garden, Cambridge

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Park and Garden

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas

TL 455 571National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations

10834

19th century to Modern - 1830 AD to 2050 AD Botanic Garden
Documentary Evidence19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Serpentine Walk
Extant StructureCold War - 1970 AD to 1979 AD Fountain
Botanical FeatureFlower Bed
Documentary Evidence, 
Botanical Feature

19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Rock Garden

Documentary Evidence, 
Extant Structure

19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Glasshouse

Documentary Evidence, 
Botanical Feature

19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Bog Garden

Documentary Evidence, 
Botanical Feature

19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Water Garden

Documentary Evidence, 
Botanical Feature

Cold War - 1950 AD to 1959 AD Winter Garden

Documentary Evidence, 
Botanical Feature

Cold War - 1960 AD to 1969 AD Pinetum

Documentary EvidenceLake
Documentary Evidence, 
Extant Structure

Cold War to 20th century - 1990 AD to 1999 AD Turf Maze

Ward Trumpington, Cambridge City

ActiveSHINE Candidate (No)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - 10834

Registered Park or 
Garden

1000612 Botanic GardenDCB48
2

Active
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collection established in 1883, the f irst such outdoor collection in the country . The walk continues part a number of  
glasshouses, originally  built in the 1880s. To the E. of  the glasshouse range is the Terrace Garden planted with shrubs and 
dwarf  conif ers built in the 1860s as a Rock Garden and renamed in the 1950s when the new Rock Garden was constructed. 
The Old Pinetum and group of  mature oak trees represents the original planting along what was the eastern boundary  of  the 
garden, and which today  (1999) mark the div ision between the Victorian garden and the 20th century  garden. 
Turning N. back towards Trumpinton Gates paths enclose the Sy stematic beds. It houses the eighty  f our f amilies of  the 
hardy  herbaceous plants which could be grown in Cambridge. Along the western boundary  opposite the Sy stematic Beds, is 
a collection of  lime species. To the E. of  Middle Walk is the 20th century  garden, dev eloped continuously  f rom the 1950s 
onward. Turning E. again the circuit passes a newly  established maze planted with an ornamental grass. The walk runs 
through the Rose Garden to the E. boundary  where the herbaceous island beds and some of  the nine national collections 
are located. Turning back towards the W. the path passes the Scented Garden, Chronological Bed and Winter Garden. 
Continuing W. along the main walk, the path passes the Genetics Garden, the Dry  Garden and the Ecological Areas. 

2. The original site of  the 1762 Botanic Garden was along Downing Street at the junction of  Free School Lane. The present
Garden along Trumpington Road is laid out on 16 hectares obtained in 1831, and was opened in 1846. From its beginning 
the Botanic Garden has prov ided f acilities f or research, education and amenity . 

The original plan of  the Garden is based on an idea of  the f irst curator, A. Murray . The lay out consists of  a serpentine 
perimeter walk by  Prof essor John Stev ens Henslow, either side of  a main walk, which leads f rom the entrance by  
Hobson's Conduit on Trumpington Road to a circular f ountain, designed by  Dav id Mellor in the mid 1970s.  
The sy stematic beds are arranged to De Candole's classif ication and are div ided by  low hedges. Henslow sited the f irst 
rock garden and the glasshouse range around 1830, along the north boundary . The original bog and water garden was re-
designed in 1882; and a y ear later the f irst ornamental bamboo collection in the country  was planted. Cory  Lodge, the 
Director's house was designed in 1924 by  M. H. Baillie Scott. 

Af ter the Second World War the eastern half  of  the Garden, f ormerly  allotments, was dev eloped f or research purposes. A 
winter garden established in the 1950s has been superseded by  a larger lay out in 1976. The Pinetum of  the 1960s replaced 
earlier planting and the inf ormal lake and water gardens were improv ed and extended at the same time. The range of  cedar 
glasshouses of  1888-91 were rebuilt to the same design in 1934. Recently  one section has been re-designed and was 
replanted in 1988-89 to demonstrate the range of  plants, f erns, cy cads and orchids f rom America, Australia, Af rica and 
Asia.  

During the 1950s, an Ecological Area was established with a mound of  outcrops of  carbonif erous limestone f or nativ e 
species that grow on limestone hills in western, central and northern Britain. Nearby  are beds of  wetland plants that can be 
seen at the nature reserv e of  Wicken Fen. There is also a demonstration of  the natural v ariation in a single nativ e British 
species, the Juniper, planted f rom 1970 onwards. 

Other areas include nativ e species to be f ound on the Breckland; rare species protected by  law; plants with dif f erent 
pollination mechanisms, and v ariations within wild species. 

The Garden holds National Collections of  tulips, alchemillas, bergenias, ribes, saxif rages, species geraniums and f ritillarias, 
butcher's broom, and woody  honey suckles. A scented garden was built in 1960; and in the 1990s a grass maze and a 
garden, which will receiv e only  rainwater hav e been planted. Today  the Botanic Garden grows 8,600 plant species. The 
garden can be enjoy ed f or both its 19th century  or 20th century  planting.

4. The f irst Botanic Garden in Cambridge, a f ormal phy sic garden, was established in 1762 on the land where the lecture
rooms and laboratories of  the New Museums Site now stand. The current garden was the brainchild of  Prof essor John 
Stev ens Henslow, the teacher who f irst inspired Darwin to study  natural history . It opened to the public in 1846. Henslow 
was particularly  interested in trees, and he established his garden on a large site where there was space f or a considerable 
collection f rom all ov er the world- including the oldest giant redwoods in Britain. Much of  the planting in the garden is 
arranged on scientif ic principles, with many  of  the plants, including trees, grouped together into biological f amilies, so that 
their relationships and dif f erences can be studied.

Sources

Scheduling record: English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in 
England. , GD 1603

(1)
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Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities - None recorded

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Bibliographic reference: Cambridgeshire Garden Trust 2000. The Gardens of Cambridgeshire: A 
Gazeteer. , pp 57-58

(2)

Bibliographic reference: Pevsner, N. 1954. The Buildings of England: Cambridgeshire. (2nd 
edition 1970). Penguin, 214

(3)

Bibliographic reference: Petty, M., Woodall, S. and Inman, C. 2007. Cambridge: Memories of 
Times Past. , plate 59

(4)

Page 20



HER Number Record Type

Classification

Monument Types and Dates

Location

Description

1. The ornamental gardens associated with Brooklands House were laid out in c.1825.  A map of  1830 shows the details of
the design, which included a pond f ed f rom Hobson's Conduit, a meandering path around a central lawn, and inf ormal 
planting. Although most of  the f ormer gardens are now occupied by  gov ernment buildings the pond and traces of  some of  
the paths remain.  Some early  tree planting surv iv es.  The southern boundary  of  the garden surv iv es as an earthwork, and 
the western boundary  is still def ined by  Hobson's Conduit.  A quadrangular parterre is v isible on an aerial photograph of  
1947, on the site of  the present bowling green. In March 1998 the RCHME recorded the parterre, centred at TL 4548 5688, 
thought to be of  late Victorian or Edwardian date.

2. An ev aluation was carried out in 2002, rev ealing a  number of  f eatures associated with the parterre gardens. The early
garden appears less f ormal, with curv ing paths and woodland planting round a pond. This was represented archaeologically  
by  a medium brown  clay  silt at the base of  the sequence. The lif espan of  this phase of  the garden is unclear. The second 
recognisable v ersion of  the garden is depicted on the 1885 1:500 Ordnance Surv ey  map, and archaeological ev idence of  
this was observ ed in the f orm of  paths, beds, ditches, a f ountain base and the brick wall and ditch f orming the ha-ha. A 
parterre was v isible as a series of  grav el paths and earth-f illed f lower beds, and appears to date f rom between 1901 and 
1925. Archaeological and parch mark ev idence indicated that the round f ountain was incorporated into the parterre design. 

3. Further 19th century  garden f eatures were identif ied during the second stage of  ev aluation.  Sections of  the brick ha-ha
and a brick lined well/pump were recorded.  The ha-ha is depicted on the 1st edition OS map of  1885, although the 
well/pump was not, and may  hav e been associated with prov iding water to a circular f ountain located to its west.

4.A water pump in the stable y ard bears the initials of  Richard Foster and the date 1827. Baker's map of  Cambridge, 1830,
shows Brooklands Av enue as a driv e connecting the house to Hills Road, where there was a lodge. Another driv e ran north-

Gardens of Brooklands

Site Name

Building Materials/Ev idence

Park and Garden

Ratings and Scorings - None recorded

Address/Historic Names -  None recorded

Other Statuses and Cross-References

Administrativ e Areas
TL 45495 56801National Grid Reference

Monument Status and Scores

Associated Legal Designations -  None recorded

CB15350

Botanical Feature19th century - 1825 AD to 1900 AD Garden
Cropmark19th century to 20th century - 1875 AD to 1925 AD Parterre
Structure, Brick19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Ha Ha
Structure, Brick19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Well
Documentary Evidence19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Orchard
Documentary Evidence19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Kitchen Garden
Documentary Evidence19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Drive
Documentary Evidence19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Tree Belt
Documentary Evidence19th century - 1801 AD to 1900 AD Ornamental Pond

Ward Trumpington, Cambridge City

ActiveSHINE Candidate (No)
ActiveOriginal Record Number - CB15350
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west f rom the house to Trumpington Road, where there was another lodge which is still standing. From the main entrance 
on Brooklands Av enue a driv eway  led to the f ront of  the house, which now surv iv es as f ragmentary  earthworks, a second 
led to the stables whilst a third ran around the south side of  the house to the serv ice wing at the rear. These driv eway s cut 
through a belt of  trees, bey ond which were the landscaped grounds containing clumps of  trees and an ornamental pond. 
The driv es and associated pathway s are likely  to hav e f ormed a short pleasure walk. The kitchen gardens and orchard 
were located to the east of  the house. A map of  1888 shows that a large greenhouse had been errected against the north 
wall of  the kitchen garden with cold f rames arranged close to it. Parch marks in the present lawn prov ide ev idence of  their 
location. There was also a large greenhouse in the south west corner of  the garden. To the east of  the kitchen garden was 
another walled enclosure with perimeter and cross-axial paths which was probably  an orchard. The network of  paths seems 
to hav e been extended and a turning circle added to the driv eway  at the f ront of  the house. Parch marks in the green area 
south f o the house hav e rev ealed the existence of  a f ormer parterre, which does not appear on any  of  the Ordnance 
Surv ey  maps but is probably  20th century  in date. The design can be made out on wartime aerial photographs.

Sources

Finds -  None recorded

Associated Events/Activities

Associated Individuals/Organisations -  None recorded

Index: NMR Monument Report. , TL45NE 133(1)
Unpublished report: Dickens, A and Patten, R 2003. Former Government offices, Brooklands 
Avenue, Cambridge. Archaeological Evaluation on the proposed residential redevelopment site 
(part 1).  Cambridge Archaeological Unit Report 524

(2)

Unpublished report: Cooper, A. 2004. Former Government Offices, Brooklands Avenue, 
Cambridge. Archaeological evaluation on the proposed residential development site (part 2).  
Cambridge Archaeological Unit Report 608

(3)

Leaflet: English Heritage The History of Brooklands. (4)

RCHME survey, Brooklands Estate, Cambridge, 1998 (Event - Survey)ECB1004
Phase 1 evaluation, Former Government Offices, Brooklands Avenue, 2002 (Event - 
Intervention)

ECB965

Phase 2 evaluation at former government offices, Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge, 2003-4 
(Event - Intervention)

ECB1850
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DCB335DesigUID:

Curatorial Notes

Hobson's ConduitName:

Grid Reference: TL 4515 5763 (point)
Area (Ha):

Type: Scheduled Monument Status: Active

Grade: Date Assigned:

Checked OK:

Sources - None recorded

Associated Monuments

Additional Information

Legal Description
Rev oked:Amended:

Map sheet: TL45NE

Designating Organisation:

NHLE ID
1006912

Legacy ID
1006912

NHLE ID
Cambridgeshire 35

Location

Administrativ e Areas

Postal Addresses -  None recorded

Monument: Hobson's Conduit well head04529

Ward Trumpington, Cambridge City

DCB356DesigUID:

Curatorial Notes

Sites revealed by aerial photography W of White Hill FarmName:

Grid Reference: Centred TL 4577 5386 (391m by 539m)
Area (Ha): 13.82

Type: Scheduled Monument Status: Active

Grade: Date Assigned:

Checked OK:

Sources

Associated Monuments

Additional Information

Legal Description
Rev oked:Amended:

Map sheet: TL45SE

Designating Organisation:

NHLE ID
1006891

Legacy ID
1006891

NHLE ID
Cambridgeshire 57

Location

Administrativ e Areas

Postal Addresses -  None recorded

Article in serial: Bradford, L.J.. 1978. The Cambridge Archaeological Field Group First Report. PCAS 68: xi

Monument: Cropmark site west of White Hill Farm, Great Shelford04461

Civil Parish Great Shelford, South Cambridgeshire, Cambridgeshire

Page 1DesignationFullRpt Report generated by HBSMR from exeGesIS SDM Ltd
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Appendix 1c. Selected Listed Buildings
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DCB7024 Bridge over Hobson's Brook opposite Pemberton Terrace TL 45164 57526Listed Building 1067752 02/11/1972II
Description TRUMPINGTON ROAD 1. 942     (East Side)    Bridge over Hobson's Brook    opposite Pemberton Terrace TL 4557 NW l0/687 II 2. Dated 1851.  Single span cast-iron bridge with pierced spandrels.  

Moulded standards with plain handrails.  Decorated with rosettes and the University Arms; and the ironfounder's name, Hurrell (Swan Hurrel of Market Hill). (RCHM 79). 
Listing NGR: TL4516457526

DCB7025 Hobson's Conduit TL 45152 57639Listed Building 1067788 26/04/1950II*
Description TRUMPINGTON ROAD 1. 942   (East Side) TL 4557 NW 10/209     26.4.50.     Hobson's Conduit II* 2. Erected on Market Hill 1614, re-erected in present position in 1856. Hexagonal stone structure with 

moulded plinth; niche in each side with shell-head; entablature surmounted by strapwork cresting, achievement of Royal Arms on one side, putti and carved beasts at angles and ogee-shaped top surmounted by 
pineapple finial.  Restored 1967.  Interesting as the fountainhead of a very early public water supply.  See also Market Hill. (RCHM 79).
Listing NGR: TL4515257639

DCB7076 Fountain in the Centre of Market Hill TL 44902 58464Listed Building 1101735 02/11/1972II
Description MARKET HILL 1. 942    Fountain in the centre    of Market Hill TL 4458 SE 6/572 II 2. The conduit head for Hobson's Brook erected in 1856 after the original fountain was removed to its present site in 

Trumpington Road (qv).  Stone fountain, much weathered, set in a granite basin.  (RCHM 79).
Listing NGR: TL4490258464

DCB7179 Emmanuel College, the Bath TL 45268 58398Listed Building 1125524 02/11/1972II
Description EMMANUEL COLLEGE 1. 942   The Bath TL 4558 SW 7/260 II 2. 

The Bath is of rectangular shape, with a shaped stone curb to the edge. Of uncertain date, it appears in Loggan's view of the College in 1688. The bath is filled from the lake, which is in turn filled by Hobson's 
Stream. (RCHM).
Listing NGR: TL4526858398

DesigUID Type NHLE ID NGR Assigned RevokedGradeName

DCB6074 Nine Wells Monument TL 46106 54098Listed Building 1127825 28/12/1989II

TL  45  SE   GREAT SHELFORD    NINE WELLS SPRINGS
5/207    Nine Wells Monument
II
Monument. 1861.  Polished granite obelisk, podium with inscriptions and stepped base set on stepped base and gault brick plinth.  Surrounded by iron railings. The springs at Nine Wells have supplied 
Hobson's Conduit in Cambridge since 1610, and the inscriptions include in the dedication the name of Thomas Hobson the carrier who 'paid' for the 17th century fountain house which once stood in the market 
place and formed part of this enterprise.
Listing NGR: TL4610654098



DCB7192 Christ's College, Bathing Pool and Summer House, including the Busts of Cudworth, 
Milton and Saunderson and Stone Vase in Memory of Joseph Mede

TL 45229 58644Listed Building 1125548 26/04/1950I

Description CHRIST'S COLLEGE 1. 942    
TL 4558 NW 4/246  26.4.50. I 2. 
Bathing Pool (known as the 'Bath') and Summer-house, including the busts of Cudworth, Milton and Saunderson and    stone vase in memory of Joseph Mede. This group of items consists of a pool, in 
existence before 1688, and an C18 Summer-house with panelled room, and a series of sculptured stone busts and a vase of C18 date.  (RCHM).
Listing NGR: TL4522958644

DCB7226 Bridge Over Hobson's Brook at Brooklands Lodge TL 45301 57006Listed Building 1126039 02/11/1972II
Description TRUMPINGTON ROAD 1. 942   (East Side)   Bridge over Hobson's Brook   at Brooklands Lodge TL 4557 17/691 II 2. Date obscured but circa 1850. Single span cast-iron bridge with pierced spandrels.  

Moulded standards with plain handrails.  Decorated with rosettes. (RCHM 79).
Listing NGR: TL4530157006

DCB7259 Railings Round Hobson's Conduit TL 45158 57618Listed Building 1126072 02/11/1972II
Description TRUMPINGTON ROAD 1. 942   (East Side)   Railings round   Hobson's Conduit TL 4557 NW 10/209A II 2. Late C19.  Cast-iron spear-head railings.  (RCHM 79).

Listing NGR: TL4515857618

DCB7260 Railings Along the West Side of Hobson's Brook Stretching from Hobson's Conduit to 
Brooklands Avenue

TL 45155 57539Listed Building 1126073 02/11/1972II

Description TRUMPINGTON ROAD 1. 942    (East Side)    Railings along the    West side of Hobson's    Brook stretching from    Hobson's Conduit to    Brooklands Avenue TL 4557 NW 10/686 TL 4557 17/686 TL 45 NE 
21/686 II 2. Circa 1850.  Moulded standards with elbowed stays and plain rails.  Marked Headley and Edwards, Cambridge.  (RCHM 79).
Listing NGR: TL4515557539

DCB7261 Bridge Over Hobson's Brook mid way along Brookside TL 45165 57419Listed Building 1126074 02/11/1972II
Description TRUMPINGTON ROAD 1. 942    (East Side)    Bridge over Hobson's Brook    mid-way along Brookside. TL 4557 17/688 II 2. Dated 1851.  Single span cast-iron bridge with pierced spandrels.  Moulded 

standards with plain handrails.  Decorated with rosettes and the University Arms; and the ironfounder's name Hurrell (Swan Hurrell of Market Hill). (RCHM 79).
Listing NGR: TL4516557419

DCB7262 Bridge Over Hobson's Bridge at Entrance to the Botanic Garden TL 45242 57133Listed Building 1126075 02/11/1972II
Description 1.     TRUMPINGTON ROAD 942   (East Side)   Bridge over Hobson's Bridge   at entrance to the Botanic   Garden TL 4557 17/689 II 2. Dated 1850.  Single span cast-iron bridge with pierced spandrels.  

Moulded standards with plain handrails.  Decorated with rosettes and the University Arms; and the ironfounder's name Hurrell (Swan Hurrell of Market Hill). Thee West end of the bridge has iron gates with 
flanking railings, all with spear-head uprights.  (RCHM 79).
Listing NGR: TL4524257133
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Cambridgeshire County Council HER - Fieldwork List with non-Archive Sources
02/11/2016

NGREvent Ref Event Name ParishOrganisation Dates

Page 1

TL 45084 58261ECB597 Excavation on Holiday Inn site, Downing Street, 1989

Description In late January 1989, an excavation, funded by English Heritage was carried out in advance of the building of a Holiday Inn on this site.  The purpose of the excavation was to establish whether the King's Ditch 
crossed the site.  However no trace of it was found, and finds of pottery (up to but not later than C17), a dry, brick-lined well, animal bone and horn, roof tiles and brick were recorded.  From previous excavations it 
seems probable that it passes just to the N of the Holiday Inn site.

Sources:

CCC AFU 15/01/1989 - 31/01/1989

Unpublished report: Malim, T. 1989. King's Ditch, Cambridge, 1989. Location: HER Cambridge 
ward Market

CCC Archaeological Field Unit Report 004

Market, Cambridge City





1. Nine Wells, looking towards one of the spring

heads 

2. The Grade II listed Nine Wells  Monument

3. Facing south-east towards Nine Wells 4. The railway crossing (2), looking north-west

Appendix 2. Survey photos 



5. Looking north from Addenbrookes Road (4) 6. Former pedestrian? crossing (6) over brick

arch, adjacent to former railway 

7. Former trackway crossing over brick arch (7) 8. Looking north from just north of weir (11)



9. Brick arch and crossing, facing south (9) 10. Looking north, after the split with Vicars Brook (9)

11. Modern bridge at end of Bentley Road (10) 12. Weir and outflow to Vicars Brook (11), facing south



13. Looking north from short distance north of dogleg (13) 14. Looking north to the Brooklands Avenue bridge (14)

15. Looking north from the Brooklands Avenue bridge (14) 16. Looking north to the bridge at Brooklands Lodge (DCB7226)



17. Looking north from alongside the Botanic Gardens 18. Looking north to the bridge opposite Pemberton Terrace (DCB7024)

19. Looking south from the Conduit Head (16) 20. Looking east across the Conduit Head (16)
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Appendix 3a. Historic Ordnance Survey mapping (south part) 
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Appendix 3b. Historic Ordnance Survey mapping (north part) 
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