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Granary & Stable at Church Farm, 

The Street,  

Tuddenham St Martin, 

Suffolk 

(TM 193 484) 

Historic Building Record 

This report provides an archaeological record and analysis at Historic England (2016) Level 

2 of a redundant granary with an adjoining stable in the curtilage of a grade II-listed 

building. It is intended to fulfil a condition of planning consent for conversion (Suffolk 

Coastal application DC/16/5415/LBC). 

Introduction 

The report includes a full photographic record in the form of 42 Canon 5D digital images of 

21 megapixels on a separate CD (Appendix 1), but also contains 12 printed photographs of 

key features to illustrate the text. Each image is described in a separate schedule and wherever 

possible shows a scale rod with half-metre divisions in red and white. The site was inspected 

on 15
th

 August 2017.   

Summary 

Church Farm adjoins open countryside approximately 100 m east of St Martin’s church in 

Tuddenham and is reached by a dedicated track from The Street on the north. The farmhouse 

to the south-east of the site is listed at grade II and described in Historic England’s schedule 

as a mid-16
th

 century timber-framed and rendered structure that was restored in circa 1980 

after a period of dereliction.  The farm buildings form a linear range of sheds and covered 

yards to the north-west that back onto a medieval road now used as a foot path. At the time of 

the tithe survey in 1838 the property was a substantial tenanted farm of 124.5 acres that 

included the watermill on the adjacent River Flynn. The red-brick granary and stable lie in the 

north-western corner of the site and adjoin the boundary of the neighbouring property which 

is focused on a newly converted mid-19
th

 century brick barn.  

The granary was not shown on the 1838 map but was built soon afterwards with a ground-

floor wagon lodge entered by an open-ended south-western gable. The granary on the upper 

storey is reached by internal stair rising from an external door at the opposite end of its 

facade. There is no evidence of grain bins but the hipped pantiled roof structure was entirely 

renewed in softwood during the mid-20
th

 century. The granary’s south-western gable consists 

of weatherboarded studwork above the entrance to the wagon lodge and contains a secondary 

loading hatch that interrupts the original timbers. The brickwork and ceiling joists of 

uniformly sawn pine are fully consistent with the 1840s or 50s and a board nailed to the front 

wall bearing the date 1784 has been salvaged from elsewhere. The same date has also been 

carved several times into the internal brickwork of the grain floor, but this graffiti cuts 

through the later whitewash and is spurious.  At the beginning of the 20
th

 century a new shed 

with an integral stable was built alongside to extend the original wagon lodge and create a 

larger, enclosed cart shed. The building remains a good example of a traditional form that is 

more common in timber than brick, but its distinctive open gable is now hidden by the 

extension. The structure contributes to the historic setting of the listed farmhouse but given its 

relatively late origin and the extent of its alterations it fails to meet the criteria for listing in its 

own right 
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Documentary and Cartographic Evidence

Figure 1.  Location plan showing Church Farm to the south of The Street. The modern 

property boundary is outlined in red and the grade II-listed house is shaded to the 

south-east along with the granary and adjoining stable to the north-west. The building 

adjoining the stable on the west now belongs to the converted brick barn to the south 

(labelled The Barn).  

Church Farm lies approximately 100 m east of St Martin’s church in Tuddenham and is 

reached by a dedicated track from The Street on the north. The farmhouse to the south-east of 

the site is listed at grade II and described in Historic England’s schedule as a mid-16
th

 century 

timber-framed and rendered structure that was restored in circa 1980 after a period of 

dereliction (Images of England no. 285991). The farm buildings form a linear range to the 

north-west which borders a medieval road now used as a foot path. The granary and stable 

forming the subjects of this report lie together in the north-western corner of the site with the 

land and buildings beyond now in separate occupation (structures A and B in figure 7).  

At the time of the parish tithe survey in 1838 the farm was a substantial tenanted holding 

owned by William Goodchild and occupied by H Neeve. The chiefly arable farm extended to 

124.5 acres and included the watermill on the adjoining River Fynn. White’s Suffolk 

Directories for 1844 and 1874 record John Neve as a farmer and corn miller. The tithe map 

shows three outbuildings adjoining the lane to the north but careful comparison with later 

maps demonstrates that the present granary did not exist at this date: its empty site lay beyond 

the westernmost outbuilding, which lay in close proximity to the surviving row of cottages on 

the northern side of the lane (figure 2). The granary was first shown on the 25 inch Ordnance 

Survey of 1880, when it formed the western end of a new, linear range of sheds and animal 

yards that has since been much altered but remains recognisable (figure 3). The adjoining 

stable was added between 1902 and 1925, but incorporates the north-western boundary wall 

shown in 1880 (figures 4 and 5). These changes are described in more detail in the captions to 

figures 2-6 below.  



3 

Figure 2. The Tuddenham St Martin tithe map of 1838, with detail below (from the poor 

photographic copy at the Suffolk Record Office). The site was described only as ‘house, 

yards, etc.’ (plot 184), and neither the granary nor the stable were present at this date 

(A & B in figure 7). Note the narrow building and yard to the south-east which still 

survived in 1880 when it pointed directly towards the new granary. The westernmost 

structure adjoining the lane is too close to the cottages on the north to represent the 

existing granary, adjoining almost corner-to-corner. Plot 185a was a ‘Pightle’ or 

paddock, and plot 186 to the west a ‘cottage, yard and pit’ in the same ownership and 

occupation.  
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Figure 3 

The First Edition 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1880, with detail below. The house had 

been considerably enlarged since 1838 and a new linear range of sheds and yards built 

against the lane to the north. The western end of this range is formed by the new 

granary. A detached brick barn which now forms a separate property had also been 

added to the south-west. The site of the present stable (B) remained empty, between the 

granary and another new building on the west that now belongs to the converted brick 

barn. The empty plot’s northern boundary wall was later incorporated into the stable. 
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Figure 4.   The 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1902, showing little change since 1880 with 

the stable yet to appear. 

Figure 5. The 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1925. The stable is shown for the first time, 

filling the gap between the granary and the formerly detached shed on the west (pierced 

by the survey arrow). 
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Figure 6 

   The 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1970, with detail below. 

Since this date the large brick barn in the centre of this detail has been converted and 

the site divided into two properties 
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Building Analysis 

B1 B2       A 

Af 

B1 B2 A 

Figure 7 

Ground plan of the two structures (top) with a central axial section (A-A) and front 

(south-eastern) external elevation. The granary is labelled A and the two compartments 

of the stable B1 and B2. Adapted from drawings by Shiel Architecture Ltd.  

Scale in metres.  
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Introduction 

The adjoining stable and granary at Church Farm are part of a linear range of redundant 

agricultural buildings backing onto the footpath which forms the northern boundary of the 

farm complex. The red-brick and pantiled structures are aligned on an approximately north-

east/south-west axis and are entered from the south-east. The single-storied building at the 

south-western end of the range (to the left of the stable as shown in figure 6) is partly integral 

to the stable but now belongs to the neighbouring property which is focused on a converted 

mid-19
th
 century brick barn immediately to the south. Each of the two structures is described 

separately below. 

The Granary 

The granary to the right (north-east) of the two structures extends to 7.45 m in length by 6 m 

in total width (24.5 ft by 19.5 ft) and consists of red brick laid in Flemish Bond. Its pantiled 

roof is hipped at both gables but the present softwood rafters are mid-20
th

 century 

replacements and the exact configuration of the original roof is unclear. The walls of the 

south-eastern facade rise to 4.25 m at their eaves (14 ft) and the internal loft is formed by an 

original ceiling of uniform, tall-sectioned common joists lodged on three binding joists 

housed in the front and rear walls. Both the common and binding joists are of pine. The south-

western gable consists of weatherboarded studs that are tenoned to the tie-beam and binding 

joist, but there are no mortises in the latter’s underside and the lower storey was entirely open 

as it remains today (illus. A2.6). The ends of the front and rear walls are well worn where 

they adjoin this open gable, and the building was designed as an open-ended wagon lodge 

with a granary above.  

The grain floor of 1.2 m in height (4 ft) is reached by an internal stair rising from the right-

hand end of the external wall. This arrangement is original, as the doorway is respected by 

closers (quarter bricks), but the present stair appears to be a 20
th

 century replacement enclosed 

by fibre-board. A loading hatch in the weatherboarded south-western gable is a later insertion 

that interrupts the studwork and there are no other original windows or apertures: a ground-

floor door in the north-eastern gable interrupts the brickwork as does a small vent in the grain 

floor directly above. There is no obvious evidence of grain bins although a bracing timber in 

the ground-floor ceiling may have been added to support a missing secondary partition (note 

the nailed feet of what may be truncated first-floor studs visible in illus A2.8). The initials TC 

have been incised several times into the brickwork of the granary’s rear internal wall 

alongside the dates 1784, and the same date appears on a board that has been nailed to the 

facade (A2.12). The latter bears the name W+LAWS but its nails are modern and the lack of 

weathering suggests it has not occupied its present position for long. While this board may 

have been salvaged from elsewhere on the farm, the internal initials have been cut through the 

whitewash in a manner that suggests they are spurious additions of a more recent period. 

(Genuine early graffiti would be sealed beneath the later paintwork.) The granary’s uniform 

brickwork and pine ceiling joists are typical of the mid-19
th
 century rather than the 18

th
 

century, and the building is conspicuous by its absence from the 1838 tithe map (figure 2). A 

date of circa 1840-50 is consistent with both the structural and cartographic evidence.   

The Stable 

The stable was built in the first quarter of the 20
th

 century as an extension to the granary (it 

appears on the Ordnance Survey of 1925 but not that of 1902). The rear (north-western) wall 

adjoining the footpath is integral to that of the single-storied shed on the south-west which 

now belongs to the neighbouring property, and evidently represents the boundary wall shown 

on the Ordnance Survey of 1880. This Flemish Bond boundary wall post-dates the granary as 

the two brick structures are not integral and is probably an addition of circa 1870 (A2.3). The 

softwood clasped-purlin roof structure of the stable and the Fletton-type bricks of its south-
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eastern facade are consistent with a date of circa 1910 (despite the latter’s anachronistic use 

of English Bond). The roof consists of single Roman tiles of a type widely imported from 

Belgium in the early-20
th

 century and known as Courtrai tiles. The structure extends to a total 

of 8.7 m in length (28.5 ft) and rises to 3 m at its eaves (10 ft), with a brick partition dividing 

the interior into two compartments entered from the south-east. The left-hand compartment of 

5.1 m (17 ft) formed a stable loose box with an integral brick feeding trough in its western 

corner and is entered by half-hung doors. The right-hand compartment of 3.5 m (11.5 ft) was 

designed as an extension to the original wagon lodge, from which it is undivided, and is 

entered by double vehicle doors of which the left-hand leaf is half-hung to serve as a light 

source. Apart from a number of glass tiles in the roof the interior is unlit.    

Historic Significance 

The brick granary at Church Farm was built in the 1840s or 50s with a wagon lodge on its 

lower storey entered by an open gable. At the beginning of the 20
th

 century a new shed with 

an integral stable was built alongside to extend the original wagon lodge and create a larger, 

enclosed cart shed. The building remains a good example of a traditional form that is more 

common in timber than brick, but its distinctive open gable is now hidden by the extension 

and its entire roof structure was replaced in the 20
th
 century. A series of incised initials and 

1784 dates appear to be spurious later additions that cut through the internal whitewash, 

particularly as the structure is conspicuous by its absence from the 1838 tithe map. The 

building contributes to its historic setting of an older grade II-listed farmhouse but given its 

relatively late origin and the extent of its alterations it fails to meet the criteria for listing in its 

own right.  

+ + + + + + + + +

Leigh Alston is a building archaeologist and architectural historian who lectures on the analysis 
and recording of timber-framed structures in the Department of Archaeology at Cambridge 

University, but also undertakes commissions on a freelance basis for the National Trust and 
various county archaeological units. He co-founded the Suffolk Historic Buildings Group in 1993 
and served as Chairman for 13 years. Publications include ‘Late Medieval Workshops in East 

Anglia’ in ‘The Vernacular Workshop’ edited by Paul Barnwell & Malcolm Airs (Council for 
British Archaeology and English Heritage, 2004) and the National Trust guidebook to Lavenham 
Guildhall. 

Schedule of full photographic record follows (pp. 10-12) 
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Appendix 1 (on accompanying CD): Full Photographic Record 

Descriptions of Photographs in Appendix 1 

Photograph no. 

1. A general view of site from the east showing the grade II-listed house on the left

and the range of farm buildings on the right.

2. The grade II-listed house from the north-west. Included for site context.

3. The mid-19th century range of brick & flint-rubble farm buildings from the south-

east with the hipped roof of the granary (A) to left.

4. A general view of the site from the south-west with the granary (A) to left and the

linear range of covered yards on the right.

5. A general view from the north-east showing the entrance to the footpath adjoining

the farm buildings on the right.

6. The hipped north-eastern gable of the granary (A) from the footpath to the north

showing the church tower in the rear.

7. The blind north-western rear exterior of the granary (A) from the northern footpath

showing the stable (B) on the right.

8. A detail of the Flemish Bond fabric of the rear (north-western) exterior of the

granary (A) showing the closers respecting its corner.

9. The straight joint between the rear exterior of the granary (A) to left and the later

stable (B) to the right, with closers on both sides.

10. The angled junction between the rear wall of the stable (B) and the adjoining cart-

lodge showing their integral brickwork.

11. The rear wall of the stable (B) from the footpath to the north-west showing the

hipped gable of the granary (A) in the rear.

12. The south-eastern facade of the granary (A) with its hipped pantiled roof and the

later stable (B) on the left.

13. The south-eastern facade of the granary (A) showing its original door respected by

closers with dated board nailed to brickwork.

14. A detail of the inscribed board nailed to the granary's facade 'W LAWS 1784'.

15. The staircase of the granary (A) at the north-eastern end of its south-eastern facade.

16. A detail from the west of the curved yard wall adjoining the granary (A) on the

north-east.

17. The south-eastern facade of the stable showing the doors of its two compartments

(B1 left & B2 right).
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18. The stable (B) from the south-east showing the partly integral cart lodge of the

neighbouring property in the rear to the left.

19. A detail of the Fletton-type bricks laid in English Bond of the stable's south-eastern

facade (B).

20. The interior of the first-floor granary (Af) from the north-east showing its renewed

20th century softwood roof structure.

21. The boarded studwork of the granary's internal first-floor south-western gable (Af)

with later central loading hatch.

22. The granary's internal first-floor south-western gable (Af) showing empty mortises

for missing original studs above the later hatch.

23. The first-floor front (south-eastern) interior of the granary (Af) showing its painted

brick with no evidence of bins.

24. The first-floor north-eastern internal gable of the granary (Af) showing its

ostensibly inserted light vent.

25. The first-floor rear (north-western) interior of the granary (Af) showing its painted

brick with 1784 dated graffiti.

26. The deal staircase in the north-eastern front corner of the first-floor granary (Af)

showing the re-used timbers of its door frame.

27. The north-western (rear) interior of the stable (B2) showing the original boarded

gable of the granary (A) on the right.

28. The south-western gable of the granary (A) from the stable (B2) showing its

original ground-floor wagon entrance with worn piers.

29. A detail of the tarred weatherboarding and loading hatch to the first-floor granary

(Af) seen from the stable on the south-west (B2).

30. The south-eastern interior of the stable (B2) showing its double vehicle doors with

the granary (A) on the left.

31. The internal north-eastern gable of the granary (A) showing the inserted ground

floor door and boarded stair.

32. A detail from the south-west of the granary ceiling (A) showing a later brace with

Baltic timber marks.

33. A detail from the north-west of the granary ceiling (A) showing its uniform tall-

section pine joists.

34. A detail from the south-west of the granary ceiling (A) showing an original pine

binding joist.

35. A detail from the north-west of the granary ceiling (A) showing the lack of stud

mortises in the gable binding joist.
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36. The stable (B2) from the north-east showing its original roof structure and the 

internal partition of the south-western section (B1). 

 

37. Internal south-western gable of the stable (B1) showing the corner trough on the 

right. 

 

38. The south-western section of the stable (B1) showing the internal partition adjoining 

the north-eastern section (B2). 

 

39. The southern-western section of the stable (B1) from its south-eastern entrance with 

the corner trough on the left. 

 

40. A detail of the brick feed trough in the western corner of the stable's south-western 

section (B1). 

 

41. The southern-western section of the stable (B1) showing its half-hung south-eastern 

entrance doors. 

 

42. The north-eastern external gable of the granary (A) showing its secondary door 

cuttings its brickwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographic Appendix 2 follows on pp. 13-18 
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Appendix 2 (pp. 13-18): Selected Printed Photographs 
 

 
 

Illus. 1.  A general view of the site from the south showing the granary and stable (A & 

B) on the left with the adjoining range of mid-19
th

 century sheds and 20
th

 century 

covered cattle yards on the right. 

 
 

 
 

Illus. 2.  The hipped north-eastern gable of the granary (A) seen from the footpath to the 

north showing the church tower in the rear.  
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Illus. 3.  The rear (north-western) exterior of the granary (A) from the adjoining 

footpath showing its Flemish Bond brickwork. The vertical joint of its original south-

western gable is visible on the right with the later boundary wall subsequently 

incorporated into the stable (B) beyond. 
 

 
 

Illus. 4.  The south-eastern facade of the granary (A) showing its hipped pantiled roof 

with the later stable (B) on the left. The stable’s half-hung left-hand door opens into a 

narrow loose box (B1) but the double doors served a vehicle shed (B2) that extended the 

original wagon lodge beneath the granary. The inscribed board to the right of the scale 

rod is shown in illus. A2. 12 below. 
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Illus. 5.    The staircase of the granary (A) at the north-eastern end of its south-eastern 

facade. The doorway is original (respected by closers) but the steps and rails appear to 

be 20
th

 century replacements. 
 

 
 

Illus. 6.  The original south-western gable of the granary (A) seen from the later 

extension (B2). The central loading hatch to the weatherboarded grain floor (Af) is an 

insertion but the aperture beneath is an original feature with well worn brick piers on 

both sides. The ground storey would have operated as an open-ended wagon lodge 

under the granary. The door in the north-eastern gable is a later insertion which 

interrupts the brickwork.  
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Illus. 7.   The south-eastern interior of the stable’s north-eastern compartment (B2) 

showing its double vehicle doors with the worn brick pier of the granary (A) on the left. 

The granary stair on the left is enclosed with modern fibre-board. 

 

 
 

Illus. 8.  A detail from the rear (north-west) of the granary ceiling (A) showing its 

uniform tall-sectioned pine joists. The bolted timber on the left bears Baltic import 

marks and is an addition that may have been designed to secure a missing partition on 

the grain floor above. There are no stud mortises in the binding joist of the north-

western gable on the right, confirming that it was entirely open on the ground floor. 
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Illus. 9.  The interior of the first-floor granary (Af) from the north-east showing its 

renewed 20th century softwood roof structure and the original studwork of its south-

western gable. The tie-beam above the later central loading hatch contains empty 

mortises for missing studs.  

Illus. 10.   The first-floor rear (north-western) interior of the granary (Af) showing its 

whitewashed brickwork with no obvious evidence of grain bins. A series of initials and 

1784 dates have been incised into the bricks on the left, but these cut through the paint 

and appear to be much later.  
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Illus. 11.  The southern-western section of the stable (B1) seen from its south-eastern 

entrance. The clasped-purlin roof structure of tall-sectioned softwood is original to the 

building and a triangular brick feeding trough occupies the left-hand corner. 

Illus. 12.  A detail of the inscribed board nailed to the granary's facade 'W LAWS 1784'. 

This board may have been salvaged from elsewhere but its lack of weathering suggests it 

has not occupied this position for long. Both the structure of the granary and the map 

evidence demonstrate that the building post-dates 1838.   




